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The pas t  year  has  been one f u l l  o f  the  unexpected, expected, and a few 

surpr ises .  Not f o r  a long time has so many b o t a n i s t s  and taxonomy en thus ias t s  

been so busy i n  our  f i e l d  of  work. This  i s  a l l  f o r  t h e  good, now we have Ken 

H i l l ,  David Jones, Sharon Chirgwin and Paul Pors ter  working and updating 

everything from Cycas t o  sec t ion  Parazamia, while yeunger groups are coming t o  

t h e  fare,  I do n o t i c e  Peter  Machin has had h i s  name on one of  the  newer sec t ion  

Farazamiasi 

I am slowing down physically_-in f i e l d  work, wish i t  was not s o ,  but  i t  is, so 

t h i s  i s  a l s o  a p lea  t o  he lp  t h i s  study group wi th  your own observations and notes  

i f  you a r e  out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  jus t  v i s i t i n g  a cycadale o r  palm garden. 

Remembering one of my c r i t i c s  s a i d  I never d i d  ge t  f u r t h e r  than my Brisbane desk 

(my comment, Boy, how very wrong he waslg 

Now w e  have q u i t e  a few c o l l e c t o r s  here i n  S.E. Qld., a l l  w i th  f i n e  c o i l e c t i o n s  

of  mostly e x o t i c  cycadales,  but t o  my knowledge I do not see  many who have 

s p e c i a l i s e d  i n  our indigenous species ,  on ly ,  and I venture t o  guess t h i s  i s  because 

the  dollar value of them is not  what can be got from most e x o t i c s D  

1 

Browsing through the  o f f i c i a l  papers of  the  b o t a n i s t s  t o  d a t e  I see they r i g h t l y  

comment on the  poaching frem t h e  w i l d  aspect  a s  being t h e  b igges t  hazard fac ing 

t h e i r  conservationo A worthy comment, but d e f i n i t e l y  not  t h e  only hazard o r  even 

the  worst one. 

In  North W.A. t h e  N.T. and f a r  Northern Qld. the  obvious worst hazard which d i d  

s t a r t  a s  a ceremonial method a s  p a r t  of the  hunting methods of our indigenous 

people,  and I do mean f i r i n g  the  scrub. Blend this wi th  farmer poisonings and 

g r a z i e r  a t t i t u d e s  t o  them and you have the  r e a l  hazard. In  a country where sheep 

and c a t t l e  a r e  v a s t l y  overstocked, cvery.thing Wt. .hecrc~ -*he stuck,. bas- t o  go . 
and methods o t h e r  than des t ruc t ion ,  I f i n d  a r e  not l i s t e n e d  to; 



Page 2. 

Poaching a s  bad a s  i t  sometimes is, i s  o f t e n  a preferable  a l t e rna t ive .  

Over t h e  spr ing  period,  I have been t e s t i n g  ou t  a few acquired products 

on my own p l a n t s  and have had good resu l t s .  The auxin ,  t r a c e  element 

product "sea- sol",  I f i n d  exce l l en t  on producing fronds on d i f f i c u l t  

caudices o r  on germinating seed by pre-soaking i n  i t - a  

Two newly descr ibed palms of our  North Queensland a r e  mentioned here da ta  

from llAustrobacloya" Vol. 4 number 2, The f i r s t  an Archontophoeni x 

palm t o  20 metres with a trunk t o  26 cm., wi th  prominent l e a f  s c a r s  and a 

base of 60 cm. Leaves 3,15 metres long. Named f o r  Robert Tucker (1955 - 1992)  

who f i r s t  published no tes  on i t s  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  Alexandrae (Tucker 1918) 

Archontophoenix tuckeri .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  abundant along Peach River in land  s i d e  of McIlwraith Range and 

Rocky River on c o a s t a l  s i d e  of  same range, Approximately 12 l a r g e  leaves  on 

a crown, lime-green crownshaft t o  138 cm, long. Flowering occurs June t o  

February - mature seed August ts Novembero 

2 - Archontophoenix purpurea, t h a t  outs tanding purple crownshaft species  long noted 

from M t ,  L e w i s ,  a l s o  from Mt.Spurgern and M t ,  Finnegan, north-east t r o p i c a l  

Queensland. Palm t o  25 metres, trunk t o  45 cm., expanding a t  baseo Smooth 

trunk wi th  s l i g h t l y  r a i sed  l ea f  s c a r s  3 cm, wide - leaves  7 - 15 i n  crown, 

6 metres long s l i g h t l y  twist ing.  Crown sha f t  150 cm. long - sheath i s  a 

colour. Th i s  i s  caused by t h r e e  components, dark b lue ,  grey green sheath 

surface ,  a powdery glaucous bloom and reddish  mahogany coloused f l eck  l i k e  

s c a l e s  from a d is tance  and d i s t i n c t  purp l i sh  ce loura t ion3 

Primari ly confined t o  creeks and g u l l i e s  wi th  access  t b  running water* 

Taxonomy Hodel and IAwe 1993, The f r u i t  of t h i s  spec ies  the  l a r g e s t  i n  genus. 

The bo tan ica l  reading and i n  most cases  naming of new species  of Macrozamia 

sec t ion  Parazamia i n  weens land  by a v i d  L, Jones and Paul Forster.  The f i r s t  

of Canberra t h e  second from I ~ Q o r o o p i l l y  Herbarium, Qld. Further  da ta ,  I 

hope w i l l  be ava i l ab le  but  so f a r  I seek permission from the  authors. 

David Lo Jones  and Paul Fors ter  ( I quote) Wcrozamia sec t ion  Parazamia 

comprises small t o  r e l a t i v e l y  small p l a n t s  with a subterranean caudex which 

may be branched o r  unbranched by more than one population, Usually s p i r a l l y  

twir ted ,  t h e  lower l e a f l e t s  ( p i m a e l  not  reduced and spine l i k e ,  and an 

absence o f  mucilage canals  i n  t h e  l e a f l e t s  (Johnson 19591, 

Two complexes domina t e  Parazamia in Queensland (unquote ). 
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The inland complex below is  M. conferta, restr icted te  ranges near Warwick 

in the Borling Downs dis t r ic t .  M. cranci restr icted t e  the Texas area of the 

Darling Downs d i s t r i c t *  

M. fearasidei restr icted to the Injune area i n  the kichhardt  d i s t r i c t8  

M. machinii res t r ic ted  to the Springsure area i n  the Darling k w n s  dis t r ic t .  

M. acciQia restr icted to the Sundown area in the Darling hwns dis t r ic t .  

Mq platprochis restr icted te the Blackdown tablelands in  Leichhardt d i s t r i c t ,  

M, v i r i d i s  restr icted to the Giraween area i n  the h r l i n g  Downs d i s t r i c t #  


