
%WP (t7fbo86f G I ON 
- L I B R A R Y  - - 

SOCIETY FOR GROWING AUSTRALIAN P&TS 

CYCAD & ZAMIAD STUDY GROUP 

JULY - AUGUST 1981 

G r e e t i n g s  once a g a i n  a l l  members whether  p a s s i + e  o r  a c t i v e .  T h i s  
n e w s l e t t e r  h a s  been much de layed  mainly  becausA of l a c k  of 
cor respondence  from members t o  was runn ing  o u t ,  
h e r e  goes .  

I f e e l  w e  a r e  i n  danger  of group i f  we do 
n o t  w r i t e  i n  o u r  even growing 
h a b i t s  o f  your  c o l l e c t i o n s  w i - l l  b e  some of you l i v e  
where no cycads  grow n a t u r a l l y .  

News t o  d a t e  i s  n o t  v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e  a s  I guess  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
d i sappo in tment  was t h e  f a i l u r e  of our  p r o p o s e d t r i p  w i t h  S.G.A.P.  t o  
o u r  member Noel McCormackls Bundaberg p r o p e r t y  t o  s t u d y  t h e  l i t t l e  
broad l e a f e d  v e r s i o n  of Macrozamia p a u l i  t h a t  abounds t h e r e .  
However a l l  i s  n o t  l o s t  and i f  I g e t  members t o  a g r e e  
w e  can perhaps  make a c a r  t r i p  up j u s t  w i t h  what 
members of o u r  s t u d y  group I can  r a i s e .  l l y  a  f u r t h e r  bus  t r i p  
can b e  o r g a n i s e d  i n  1982. L e t  m e  know o r  on 483515. 

I bought a  q u a n t i t y  of Macrozamia m a c d o n e l l i  j e e d  from t h e  s o u r c e  a t  
A l i c e  S p r i n g s  and h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  s e e  soon.  The seed  i s  
v e r y  l a r g e ,  rfiuch l a r g e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  p e r o f f s k y i a n a .  
I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  c o n t a c t  Rod S t r e e t ,  A l i c e  
S p r i n g s ,  N.T. f o r  seed .  

M r .  Horner who i s  a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  Northern ~ e # r i t o r ~  b o t a n i s t  John 
Placonochie, t e l l s  me t h a t  t h e  v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s ' a l  c y c a s  spp.  a r e  s t i l l  
under  s u r v e y  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  are t h a t  a few known s p e c i e s  a r e  
s t i l l  s u s p e c t  and may end up b e i n g  suppressed  
More l a t e r  on t h i s  i f  i t  happens.  
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You probably  know M r .  Maconochie th rough  work on t h e  c y c a s  and I 
recommend h i s  p u b l i s h e d  paper  on C .  c a l c i c o l a  and C.  p r u i n o s a .  

We now have a  few more members t o  augment o u r  group and by r e p o r t s  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  a c t i v e  members. 

M r .  A.W. S t a l l a r d ,  
C / -  P o s t e  R e s t a n t e ,  
DARWIN. N.T. 5790. 

P h i l l i s  Dadswell ,  
10 D u f f i e l d  S t r e e t ,  

Iili GAWLER. S.A. 5118. 

J u s t  a  l i t t l e  l o c a l  growing news. I have now had my l o n g  s i d e  f e n c e  
renewed which means l o t s  more e a s t e r n  l i g h t  i n t o  my psuedo r a i n  f o r e s t .  
So now i t  seems my p o t t e d  c o l l e c t i o n  may wind up c l o s e  a l o n g  t h i s  f e n c e  
where I w i l l  admit  i t  shou ld  e n j o y  n o r e  l i g h t .  
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yll There  can  b e  no r a c i s t  f e e l i n g s  however, a s  s t r a l i a n  cycas  and 
macrozamia w i l l  have t o  s h a r e  ground w i t h  A f r i c a n  e n c e p h a l a r t o s ,  
F l o r i d a  zamia and p e r h a p s  a  few i s l a n d e r s  l a k e  Cycas c i r c i n a l i s .  

L 
Hoping f o r  a  b i g g e r  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e  n e w s l e t t e r .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  



OBSERVING MACROZMIA REIDLEI 

Having f i r s t  seen  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  West A u s t r a l i a n  F l o r a  i n  September,  
1977 ,  i t  was always my d e s i r e  t o  r e t u r n .  

Thus i n  t h e  May i s s u e  of t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  of t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  Growing 
A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s ,  New South Wales Region, 1 e s p i e d  an  a r t i c l e  "West 
A u s t r a l i a n  Wildflower Tour, September,  20," t o  b e  l e d  by Lyn P a r r y  
whom'I know was v e r y  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  A u s t r a l i a n  F l o r a .  

So j u s t  a s  t h e  sun  was r i s i n g ,  i n  company w i t h  many of t h e  f o r t y - e i g h t  
a s p i r a n t s ,  we l e f t  t h e  C i t y  of Gosford w i t h  w e l l  wishes  of t h o s e  who 
were  t h e r e  t o  s e e  u s  o f f  on twenty-two days  of camping and viewing 
o u r  l o v e l y  n a t i v e  f l o r a .  

Approaching P e r t h  by t h e  Grea t  E a s t e r n  Highway on t h e  D a r l i n g  Range, 
around Northam, I f i r s t  no ted  t h e  o n l y  macrozamia of West A u s t r a l i a ,  
Macrozamia r e i d l e i .  

But,  t h e  j o y  of a l l ,  w h i l s t  t o u r i n g  Kings P a r k  which over looks  t h e  
g randeur  of t h e  C i t y  of P e r t h ,  was photographing t h r e e  g l o r i o u s  specimens 
i n  f r u i t ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  War Memorial. -. . 
So o u r  t o u r  took u s  i n t o  Gera ld ton  v i a  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Highway, r e t u r n i n g  
v i a  t h e  Brand o r  C o a s t a l  Highway where specimens were no ted  i n  v a r i o u s  
s o i l s ,  amids t  d r y  c o u n t r y  f l o r a .  

P a s s i n g  P e r t h  t o  Mandurah t o  Augusta one n o t e d  odd specimens,  b u t  
from Pemberton t o  Albany through t h e  g r e a t  Kaur i  Mauri F o r e s t s  and t h e  
more m o i s t  c o n d i t i o n s  i t  was a  t r e a t  t o  see many l a r g e  specimens,  b u t  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  none i n  f r u i t .  

On o u r  t r i p  t o  t h e  Nindethana Seed P r o p e r t y ,  I was a b l e  t o  purchase  
seed o f  Macrozamia r e i d l e i ,  which have proved v e r y  f e r t i l e .  

JACK HAND 

CYCADS I N  KEW GARDENS, LONDON 

Member B r i a n  Runnegar r e p o r t s  t h a t  h i s  w i f e ,  Rosaleen r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  
Kew Gardens i n  London and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  Cycad c o l l e c t i o n  housed 
t h e r e  i n  a  g l a s s h o u s e .  For any member v i s i t i n g  London, a  t r i p  up t h e  
Thames by b o a t  t o  Kew Gardens is  a must.  

They have a good c o l l e c t i o n  of most of the A u s t r a l i a n  cycads ,  some of 
which are now very mature p l a n t s  o r i g i n a l l y  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1800 ' s .  
Also of interest to cycad enthusiasts  is t h e  South A f r i c a n  Encepha la r tos  
collection, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  E. woodii, of  which o n l y  one p l a n t  (male) 
was ever found and has been propogared by a s tem c u t t i n g  t a k e n  i n  1895. 
Also a n  E, longifolius c o l l e c t e d  i n  1775 which h a s  now reached f u l l  s i z e  
a t  f o u r  m e t r e s .  

Rosaleen Runnegar a l s o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  e x o t i c  cycas  r e v o l u t a  i s  commonly 
s e e n  p l a n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  warmer c o u n t r i e s  around t h e  Medi te r ranean .  


