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NOVEMBER - DE-ER 19 1 I . 
Dear Friends, I 
In  a n p e r  t o  my request  f o r  more wi th in  t h e  group we 
d id  sFir up a l i t t l e  enthusiasm. Te l fe r  came t o  t h e  
f o r e  ~ i t h  an i n t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  own personal  "back-yard" 
of cybads out  Upper Brookfield way. 

I 

I have seen these  beau t i e s  f i r s t  hand d be l i eve  they a r e  another  
form I f  Macrozamia mique l l i i .  The i s  smaller than t h e  Fraser  
I s l aqd  type and t h e  f o l i a g e  very b lue  vers ion  of Macrozamia 
commu~is. J u s t  has t o  b e  another  of mique l l i i .  

1 

Large seed obtained t h i s  year  of M a c r o ' d  macdonnellii  still 
 show^ no s i g n s  of germination a s  ye t .  Mine a r e  planted i n  a 
mornipg sun s i t u a t i o n .  No hassles l11~:~ cycad seed is  e r r a t + c  i n  germination a t  t h e  b e s t  of 

My p~pposed  booklet on cycads Austral ia" has been 
f in i shed  t h i s  p a s t  year  but  so  no t  done much about i t .  
Seems from one publ isher  i t  but  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  sub jec t  would make r i s k .  I am now 
having l i n e  drawings done 
t ransparencies  a s  f i r s t  
S.G.A.P. i n  1982. 

I n  accordance m e  i n  regard t o  upgrading 
our Cycad and compiled a ques t ionai re  
f o r  a l l  members t o  r e t u r n  t o  me  before  
Deceqber, 31s t ,  1981:- 

(1) Please  s t a t e  seedl ings  and what 
v a r i e t i e s  a r e  

(2)  What i s  your p a r t i c u l a r  f a v o u r i t  spec ies  i n  t h e  Aust ra l ian  
genera. 1 

(3 )  During 1981 have you been on 
journeys where t h e  cycadale 

( 4 )  Did you observe any spec ies  gro 
( i f  so)  and i f  spec ies  no t  

(5) Have you ever t r i e d  hand po l l ina  
p lac ing pol len  from male cones t 
female p lan t s .  

( 6 )  How successful  havk you been wit 
Cycas e t c .  (g ive  d e t a i l s ) .  

Sincg l a s t  time of wr i t ing ,  I Iiave ha 
of tQe  sawing off  and re-rootfng of g 
within  t h e  cycadales. Quite obvious1 
c a r r i e d  out  i n  t h e  U.S.A. 

ion  of t h e  cycadales, i . e .  
cones on c e n t r e  leaves of 

root ing  o f f s e t s  taken from 

. news from var ious  sources 4 
q h g  heads of t h e  genera 

t h i s  i s  success fu l ly  
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Other sources t e l l  me t h a t  caudices a r e  mul t i  sawn o r  even 
log-layered i n  p a r t  of New South Wales. 

I would l i k e  t o  g e t  more accura te  information about t h i s  
p r a c t i c e .  

Hopefully my ambition i s  s t i l l  t o  oxganise a t r i p  nor th  
t o  Bundaberg t o  view t h e  very i n t e r e s t i n g  cycad on Noel 
McCormack' s property.  

This  appears t o  be  macrozamia paul i -gui l ie lmi ,  but  t h e  
pinnae a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  much t h i c k e r  than is t h e  type  p l a n t  
from around Gympie. 

I 
Question i s  t h a t  maybe h e r e  we have a c ross  wi th  some o t h e r s  
macrozamia where populat ions merge, o r  w e  have a poss ib le  
new v a r i a n t .  

Because of n i l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  way of letters e tc . ,  t h e  hoped 
t r i p  before  Christmas d id  no t  eventuate,  but  I am hopeful  we  
can ar range  something e a r l y  i n  1982. 

Yours s ince re ly ,  



1 Grundy S t r e e t ,  
ALICE SPRINGS. N. T. 5'750. 

21st  November, 1981. 

Dear M r .  Bu t t ,  

F i r s t l y : -  Cycas a rms t rong i i  occurs  i n  Nonth Queensland, from around 
Weipa and n o r t h  of Moreton Telegraph S ta t fon .  This  is  i n  t h e  same - - 

l a t i t u d e  a s  t h e  Top End of t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  C. media s t o p s  j u s t  south  
of Coen. 

Cycas from M t .  Morgan. I 
I ilr - 

Going from Rockhampton on t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n ,  up i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  a t  M t .  
Morgan you climb up  t h e  s t e e p  s lopes .  The Cycas growing t h e r e  resembles 
C .  media b u t  i t  has  very  l a r g e  seeds.  John Maconochie was i n c l i n e d  t o  
d e s c r i b e  i t  a s  a new spec i e s  b u t  had t o  review a l l  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n s  be fo re  
coming t o  a f i n a l  dec i s ion .  

M. macdonnelli .  

The Macdonnell Ranges c o n s i s t  of a number of r i d g e s  running roughly 
ESE t o  WNW. Each main r i d g e  i s  i t s e l f  c a l l e d  a range,  e.g.  Chewings 
Range, Heavi t ree  Range. The ranges extend f o r  two t o  t h r e e  hundred mi les ,  
e a s t  and west of A l i ce  Springs.  There a r e  ou t ly ing  ranges t o  t h e  N.E. and 
t h e  S.W. 

I n  t h e  western Macdonnells, va r ious  c reeks  r i s e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  and c u t  t h e i r  
way through t h e  ranges i n  a s e r i e s  of gaps and gorges.  The cycads grow 
i n  many of t h e s e  gaps o r  i n  small g u l l i e s  on t h e  southern s lopes  of t h e s e  
ranges. The Chewings Range has many such s i t e s : -  Simpsons Gap, Standley 
Chasm, Hugh River  Gorge, Serpent ine  Gorge. The Cycads a l s o  occur i n  
Palm Valley, and a t  King's Canyon, i n  t h e  James Range, t o  t h e  S.W. of t h e  
Macdonnells. C 
The cycads have a s c a t t e r e d  occurrence i n  t h e  Eas te rn  Macdonnells. There 
a r e  only two p l a n t s  l e f t  i n  t h e  Heavi t ree  ,Gap on t h e  southern edge of 
A l i ce  Springs,  They occur  near  Arl tunga,  pn  o l d  gold mining town about 50 
miles  e a s t  of Al ice .  Also on t h e  southern  s l o p e s  of M t .  Riddock and t h e  
Hartz Ranges t o  t h e  N.E. 

The p l a n t s  grow i n  comparatively s h e l t e r e d  s i t e s  i n  g u l l i e s  o r  on t h e  
southern ,  shady s i d e  of s t e e p  h i l l s .  It i s  a massive cycad. The t runk  can 
grow up t o  2 metres  long,  w i th  a diameter  o f  60 t o  80 cm. The t runk  is 
usua l ly  procornbent, i . e .  i t  bends over  and l i e s  on t h e  ground. 

It resembles a smal l  d a t e  palm i n  appearance, wi th  numerous l eaves ,  unto 
220cm long, by 32 cm. The female cones are upto 50 cm long by 25 cm wide. 
The male cones a r e  narrower. Fresh seed inc luding  pe r i ca rp  weighs about 
100 gm. 

The l i t e r a t u r e  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 6 month dormancy per iod ,  from t h e  
time t h e  seed leaves  t h e  cone. Most seed r i p e n s  and drops i n  Apr i l .  I n  
Augustl980, a f t e r  good win te r  r a i n s ,  seed w a s  germinat ing a t  ~ i n g ' s  
Canyon. 

Problems i n  c o l l e c t i n g  seed i n  any q u a n t i t y  are:-  

1. Pr icky  leaves .  They a r e  no t  unique i n  t h i s  
2. I n a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  S i t e s  wi th  reasonable  road access  a r e  Nat ional  

Parks.  
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Outside of Parks, road access  is poor. Hugh River Gorge is about 
1 miles from a very rough road. The gorge extends f o r  about 1 
mile. Most p l a n t s  grow on s t eep  h i l l s i d e s  o r  up rocky gullys.  

3 .  The seed is  heavy and l a rge .  Col lec t ing  a t  Hugh River can 
involve c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  seeds 50 f e e t  up a s t e e p  h i l l s i d e .  They 
carry ing t h e  seed f o r  up t o  a mile down a rocky creek bed, and 
then f o r  a m i l e  and a ha l f  t o  t h t  road. 200 seeds w i l l  weigh 
20 kg. To c o l l e c t  1,000 seeds w i l l  t ake  5 such journeys. 

These a r e  some comments on t h e  species.  Feel  f r e e  t o  e d i t  and 
reduce my ramblings f o r  your newsle t ter .  

P lease  l e t  m e  know how your germination goes. And t h a t  of your 
fe l low members. Especia l ly  i f  you o r  anyone else have poor r e s u l t s .  

Yoms Sincerely,  

ROD HORNER. 


