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G r e e t i n g s  t o  members and  new members. 
I I 
I I 

A s  i n i t i a l l y  s t a t e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  g r o u p  w a s  formed i t  i s  v e r y  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a s t u d y  g r o u p  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  

p e r  c e n t  o f  members be  a c t i v e  and  p a r t i c i p a t e .  A l l  t h i s  means 

i s  t h a t  I need  your  l e t t e r s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a d v i s i n g  me o f  how you 

grow y o u r  own pa lms,  palms you have  s e e n ,  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  w i l d  

o r  growing i n  a f r i e n d ' s  g a r d e n  o r  o e r h a p s  i f  s e e n  i n  t h e  w i l d ,  

pho tographed  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  

One o t h e r  s t u d y  g r o u p  I am i n v o l v e d  i n  somet imes  h a s  ex t r eme  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  we have  a b o u t  o n l y  s i x  a c t i v e  p e o p l e .  

P r i m a r i l y  a s t u d y  g r o u p  i s  f o r  a l l  t o  s t u d y  a n d  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  genus .  It l o s e s  f u n c t i o n  i f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  dependan t  

on one ,  as t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  w r i t t e n  books  t o  s u p p l y  what i s  

a l r e a d y  known. I I 
So l e t  u s  a l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and do t h e  c o r r e c t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h i s  

g roup ,  and  make t h i s  a means o f  l e a r n i n g  more o f  t h e  p r i n c i p e s  i n  

o u r  own c o u n t r y ,  I I 
To s t a r t  t h e  b a l l  r o l l i n g  h e r e  a r e  a few i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  palms I 

have  come a c r o s s  i n  my own t r a v e l s  h e r e .  

I I 
Carnarvon Gorge i s  one p l a c e  t h a t  h a r b o u r s  a L i v e s t o n a ,  t h a t  h a s  

n o t  y e t  had a n  o f f i c i a l  naming. I I 
I 

I have  h e a r d  t h a t  Tony Rodd o f  New S o u t h  Wales h e r b a r i u m  h a s  named 

i t  L i v i s t o n a  r i g i d u s ,  b e f o r e  we g e t  s p e c i f i c  a b o u t  t h i s  I would 

l i k e  a l l  members e s p e c i a l l y  i n  New S o u t h  Wales t o  check  on t h i s  

s t a t e m e n t ,  
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The palm i n  q u e s t i o n  grows i n  g r o v e s ,  m o s t l y  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k s  

o f  t h e  g o r g e  and  c a r r i e s  i t s  f a n s  t o  t h e  b a s e  u n t i l  q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  

p l a n t .  A t  m a t u r i t y  t h i s  r e a l l y  f i n e  L i v i s t o n a  i s  c l e a n  t r u n k e d  

and  h a s  a t h i c k  crown o f  l e a v e s *  Seed i s  sniall and  I have found 

v e r y  v i a b l e  even i f  p i c k e d  from t h e  g round  w i t h  f r u i t  c a s i n g  

a l r e a d y  gone,  

Ano the r  unnamed L i v i s t o n a  o c c u r s  n e a r  Taroom and a l o n g  t h e  Palm 

T r e e  Creek  and.Dawson R i v e r  a r e a s ,  back  toward  t h e  r a n g e s .  A t  one  

j u n c t i o n  where a r o a d  b r i d g e  o c c u r s  t h e  palms grew i n  d e n s e  a r r a y .  

' l 'here  i s  o n l y  srnall t h o r n y  s p i n e s  a l o n g  t h e  l e a f  s t e m s  u n l i k e  t h e  

f i e r c e  t h o r n s  o f  o t h e r  L i v i s t o n a s .  

'10 g i v e  some i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t o  b o t h  palms t h e y  a r e  s o  f a r  t a g g e d  

L i v i s t o n a  Dawson R i v e r  and  L i v i s t o n a  Carnarvon Gorge which ,  

a l t h o u g h  e x p l i c i t ,  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  b o t a n i c a l .  F u r t h e r  t o  t h e s e  

i s  t h e  v e r y  s imilar  L i v i s t o n a  found i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  Blackdown 

T a b l e l a n d s .  A l l  t h r e e  s p e c i e s  o f  L i v i s t o n a  r e s p o n d  q u i t e  w e l l  

i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  and  g e r m i n a t e  f r e e l y  i n  p e a t  moss and  s a n d  mediumls. 

O t h e r  a p p a r e n t  u n d e s c r i b e d  L i v i s t o n a  a r e  L i v i s t o n a  E u n g e l l a  Range 

which o c c u r s  o n l y  i n  t h e  ~ u n g e l l a  r a n g e  w e s t  o f  Mackay on h i g h  

c o u n t r y  . 
S i m i l a r  t o  L. a u s t r a l i s  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  d i s t i n c t  L i v i s t o n a  

l lcooktownll  a t a l l  f a n  palm from Cape York p e n i n s u l a r  growing a l o n g  

Endeavour R i v e r ,  B a t h u r s t  Bay a n d  F l i n d e r s  I s l a n d s ,  s imilar b u t  

d i s t i n c t  t o  L. b e n t h a m i i  a n d  L. d r u d e i .  

L i v i s t o n a  Kimber lus  i s  a l s o  a n  u n d e s c r i b e d  s p e c i e s  w i t h  s i m i l a r i t i e s  

t o  L. e a s t o n i i  and  L i v i s t o n a  l o r i p h y l l a  i t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  

Kimber ley  D i s t r i c t s  o f  Western  A u s t r a l i a .  
. . 

L a t e s t  books  t o  hand w r i t t e n  i n  A u s t r a l i a  s h o u l d  r e a l l y  h e l p  t o  

c l e a r  a l o t  o f  c o n f u s i o n  among o u r  "mystery" palms. 

A u t h o r s  s u c h  a s  Tony Rodd a n d  David J o n e s  a r e  t o  b e  commended on 

t h e i r  palm s t u d y ,  and  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  books. 
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Here below a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a t e s t  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  t h e  L i v i s t o n a s  

we grow h e r e :  - 

L i v i s t o n a  a l f r e d i i  o f  Western  A u s t r a l i a  

L i v i s t o n a  a u s t r a l i s  o f  V i c t o r i a ,  New S o u t h  Wales & Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  b e n t h a m i i  o f  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  and  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  d e c i p i e n s  o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  d r u d e i  o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  e a s t o n i i  o f  Western  A u s t r a l i a  

L i v i s t o n a  h u r n i l i s  o f  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  

L i v i s t o n a  i n e r m i s  o f  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  

L i v i s t o n a  l o r i p h y l l a  o f  Western  A u s t r a l i a  

L i v i s t o n a  rnariae o f  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  

L i v i s t o n a  m u e l l e r i  o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  r i g i d a  o f  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  & Queensland 

L i v i s t o n a  llBlackdownll o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  Carnarvon o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  Cooktown o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  E u n g e l l a  of  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  K i m b e r l i e s  o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  paluma r a n g e  o f  Queens land  

L i v i s t o n a  V i c t o r i a  R i v e r  o f  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  & Western 
A u s t r a l i a  


