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Well  members once  a g a i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r !  It  i s  i n d e e d  v e r y  

e n c o u r a ~ i n g  t o  f ind.  such  good A~straiian l i t e r a t u r e  now 
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a v a i l a b l e  on o u r  p r i n c i p e s !  

1 ,e t  u s  make t h i s  g r o u p  a r e a l l y  a c t i v e  one ,  and  I do t h a n k  

t h e  one  o r  two members who ivrote  and  aslred f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  

seed  vie d i d  have ,  m o s t l y  by t h e  c o u r t e s y  o f  Bob D i n t e  a v e r y  

a c t i v e  member. L e t s  have l o t s  o f  l e t t e r s  and  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  + 
p i c t u r e  o f  palms you s e e  i n  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  nr on y o u r  

A u s t r a l i a n  t r a v e l s .  DL?gbe sonle o f  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  w i l l  b e  

c l e a r e d  up  t h i s  way. 

Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  I need  l o t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on Caryo ta  rumphiana 

and  a l s o  C a r p e n t a r i a  accumina ta .  

'I'he much mal igned  c l i m b i n g  palms o f  A u s t r a l l a  and IVew Guinea 

ha.ve lorig been r e g a r d e d  h e r e  a s  Ifwait-a-:.rhi2e11 , "come backquick"  
and lawyer-cane,  ( l a w y e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  i n f e r e n c e s  i s  t h a t  b o t h  

n e v e r  l e t  you go)  ! The armed f l a g e l l a  o f  many s p e c i e s  are 

in famous  f o r  removing h a t s  and  c a t c h i n g  c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h o s e  

tPiho v e n t u r e  i n t o  o u r  r a i n  f o r e s t s ,  II 
The s p e c i e s  i s  seldom grown h e r e  as  a n  o rnamen ta l .  It is 
h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  o v e r s e a s ,  b e i n g  grown as  p o t t e d  p l a n t s  and  f o r  

i n d o o r  d e c o r a t i o n .  

I 
They a l s o  have a h i g h l y  cornmerc i l l  u s e  o v e r s e a s ,  t h e  d r i e d  

c a n e s  a r e  v e r y  f l e x i b l e  a n d  a r e  t h e  r a i n  s c u r c e  o f  r a t t a n  c a n e s  

i n  baslretweaving and cane  f u r n i t u r e  \yea-ving. T h i s  i s  seldom 
u t i l i s e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  community g r o u p s  

t h a t  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a r t  a n d .  c r a f t  c o u r s e s .  

A p o t t e d  Calamus i s  b e s t  k e p t  i n  a h i g h l y  o r g a n i c  m i x t u r e  and  

t h i s  must be viol1 d r a i n e d .  F l r c e l l a  slloul-d b e  removed i f  k e p t  

as a n  i n d o o r  p l a n t .  

The s e e d  o f  calanius i-s n o t c ? r i o u s l y  slo1-i t o  whi-ch a l s o  
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maker i t  not. a good r ? ~ o [ ! c ~ ^ , i t i o n  vlj-th 
m .  . . 



I n  f a c t  Ca,lz+.mus n o t i i  from n o r t h  Qld. has dery a t t r a c t i v e  

c r e n m  seed  r ihich forms i n  s t r i n g s , e a c h  s e e  h a s  a i i e t  p a t t e r n  

o f  f i n e  br.oi::n lines n h i c h  makes i.t d e s i r a b  e  a s  a f l o r a l  a r t  

ma.terj.al. I 
Calaaus rn9U h a s  11rge a r c h i n g  f r o n d s  t o  a b o u t  3 t o  4 m e t r e s  

long and t h e  r h a c h i s  i s  o f t e n  go lden  s p i n e d  and  t h e  palm s t e m s  

a r e  h i g h l y  t h o r n e d ,  t h e  t h i n  go lden  t h o r n s  c o v e r  much o f  t h e  
I 

c l - iwbing  s t e m s  and t i l e  pn lm has v e r y  l o n g  f p a g e l l a  which 

e v e n t u a l l y  form l a r g e  t h i c k e t s .  D e f i n i t e l y  a house  o r  u n d e r s t o r e y  

e ~ ~ e c i e s .  

Calamus a u s t r a l i s  h a s  d e f i n i t e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  m o t i i  b u t  t h e  

s p i n e s  a r e  g r e e n i s h  - t o  brolzn l a r g e  and  r i g o r o u s  c l imbed  w i t h .  

f r o n d s  v e r y  l a r g e  b ~ l t  n o t  q u i t e  a s  l o n g  a s  m o t i i  t h e  s e e d  on t h e  

f l a g e l l a .  a r e  a l s o  crealii, a p l a n t  o f  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  r a i n  f o r e s t s .  

(&151!7~3 c3.;?r:u'0ti0ides o r  f i s h - t a i l  cala:nus.  ' l ' h i s  v e r y  s l e n d e r  

r i l ;orous s p e c i e s  h a s  l e a v e s  a b o u t  1.5 me t rek '  l o n g  and t h e  t i p s  

a r e  broa.cl a.nd t r u n c a t e .  P o s s i b l y  t h e  l e a s t  i o f f e n s i v e  o f  t h e  

l a x y e r  c a n e s ,  U s e f u l  as  a p o t  p l a n t .  1 

:- 4?.lamus a u e 7 l e r i  - ' l ' h i s  ~videspreac l  v i g o r o u s  c l i r cbe r  i s  w e l l  
I 

known t o  r a i n f o r e s t  s a l l r e r s  from Nor th  1J.S .','[. t o  p e r h a p s  

l\'kcl-,ny i n  Queensl<?nd. Covered i n  s h o r t  I ! r iq t ly  s p i n e s ,  i t s  l o n g  
I 

t h o r n e d  f l a g e l l a  a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  most w e l l  k n o v ~ n  t o  s o u t h - e a s t  I ,  
l;!ueensl:~nd.ers. The f r u i t  i s  a l s o  crenm. I !have  o f t e n  s e e n  dry 

I 

c l u n p s  o f  t h e  c a n e s  a n d  can  w e l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  b a s k e t  making 

q u a l i t i e s .  


