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H i  f r i e n d s !  

Palms i n  A u s t r a l i a  a r e  r a r e l y  a dominant  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  

v e g e t a t i o n  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  p l a c e s  where t h e i r  g r o u p i n g  

c o u l d  be te rmed s p e c t a c u l a r !  David J o n e s  i n  h i s  book l i s t s  

f i f t y - s e v e n  s p e c i e s  i n  twen ty- two g e n e r a ,  The southern--:::iist 

palm L i v i s t o n a  a u s t r a l i s  d o e s  e x t e n d  i n t o  V i c t o r i a .  

The Larnington N a t i o n a l  Park i n  s o u t h - ~ s s t l  Queerisland c a n  

b o a s t  q u i t e  l a r g e  c o l o n i e s  o f  Archontopho,enix cunc inghamiz  :la 

(PICABLEN) 9s w e l l  a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g r o u p i n g s  o f  L i ~ i o s p a d e ? ~  

r?,cnostachj;a ('IVALT<ING-S':L'ICK). Nor th -Eas t  Queens land  r a i n  

a'-- f o r e s t  a r e a s  a l s o  have  l a r g e  c o l o n i e s  o f  Rrchor i tophaenix  I :  

a l e x a n d r a e  , v a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  h a v i n g  v a r i o u s  forms  o f  t h i s  

palm. 

The r e a l l y  l o v e l y  f a n  palm L i c u a l a  rarnsayii i s  pn r t i cu l a r3 . ; .  

t h i c k  i n  d e n s e  f o r e s t  c o u n t r y  between T u l l y  and  i'4ission Esiich 

a n d  n o r t h  t o  Cape T r i b u t a t i o n .  I n  f a c t  t k e  s a 7 i n g  t h a t  

whe reve r  t h e  ca s sowary  roams,  s o  grol~vs t h a t  palm. 

I n t e r e s t i n g  n o t e s  p e r  Don S t a l l a r d  o u r  member i n  Darwin:-  

' w h i l e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  one a r e a  S o u t h  ~rnhlern Idand p o s s i b l y  

150 kms. S-E o f  K a t h e r i n e  a l o n g  w i t h  :- c u c n s  I found a 

L i v i s t o n a  s p e c i e s  I c o u l d  n o t  name. G r o  LJ i n g  a s  i t  was 

w i t h  p l a n t s  o f  a n  u n d e s c r i b e d  Banksia .  pho tog raphed  t i e  

palm ---- I . . . Both  c y c a s  a n d  p ~ l n  were g r o  , i ~ i ! r  1:.n sar;t.l;r ::I;- . 

w i t h i n  a  v a l l e y .  

IL?eantime P l o o k  for1::ar.d t o  t h e  day tilat v a r i o u s  s igh t ing : ;  

a n d  s t u d i e s  may ev3lu; i te  i n t o  a ciist-r.j hi!-Lion ma-n 



which inay g i v e  some b e a r i n g  on o u r  c o n t i n e n t ' s  background. '  

(Atnr~:n, t o  t h a t  Ilon) - Len B u t t .  
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