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Once a g a i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  and hopef;:.Lly by now we have 

a l l  members g e t t i n g  cameras  o u t ,  beca113e i f  you have a 

good p r i n t  o f  a palm we c a n  photocop:; it i f  you l i k e d  

t h e  f i r s t  one i n  las t  n e w s l e t t e r .  If t h p r e  i s  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  n i c e  palm i n  your  a r e a ,  :end u s  a p r i n t ,  

b u t  p l e a s e  i t  must be a n a t i v e  palm. - I 
-% X X- 

R a i n  F o r e s t  palms a n d  "C!lAl.:CII:.U" t h e  F'2l.n Tic:lrn 

by Len S ~ l t t  

From t h e  w o n d e r f u l  a r r a y  of  f lomer i .?g  p l a n t s  we 

have  on o u r  p l a n e t ,  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  :;':?ti,ze g o e s  t o  t h e  

f a m i l y  PR1NC;IPLiiS ( p a l m a e )  w i t h  212 i; ! i ' ~ e ~ a  and c l o s e  

t o  3 , 0 0 0  known s p e c i e s .  Kos t  a r e  t ; , l j  m l i t a r y  t r e e s ,  

b u t  rnany form t h i c k  c lumps ,  some q u j  r,:: t r u n k l e s s  and  othl:r:; 

aga.in a r e  minute  unde rg rowth  p l a n t s .  Ye have  a b o u t  40 s t . e x i e s  

w i t h i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  as w e l l  as sevt t - -11.  L n d e s c r i b e d  Torn);:. 

B o t a n i c a l l y  t h e  s i x  fa rn i ly  t y p e s  t21zItt o cFur  h e r e  a l s o  hr?1 ? 

c l o s e  r e l a t i v e s  i n  g a l a y a s i a ,  Eurma ;:;~d I n d o n e s i a .  

I 
Palm l e a v e s  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r  f a l l .  i n t o  t h F e e  b a s i c  l e a f  sli:~pe:: 

P a l m a t e  ( f a n - l e a f e d )  , P i n n a t e  ( f e a  t h e  I . ,  ,k l rns)  a n d  b i p i n r : : ~  t c  

( c a r y o t a  o r  f i s h - t a i l ) .  

I 
O f  t h e  palms n a t i v e  t o  A u s t r a l i a  s i x  b a s i c  d i v i s i o n s  c:.,r, 

be spoken  o f : -  

Areco ideae  - pinnn t e  a n d  monoes ious  I 
B o r a s s o i d e a e  - palmr2te  a n d  d i c e c i o u c  I 
Corypho ideae  - pa lma te  3nd monoecio 1:; I 
C a r y o t o i d e a e  - p i n n a t e  o r  b i p i n n a t e  -- i r l d u p l . i  c n  t.e f - 

L e p i d o c a r y o i d e a e  - pi r lna t  e  c1irnbe:bs l:;.ilth s c s l e  c o v e r €  ! I  r;r:?>ri.es 
( fru:1. i; 

IJypoideae - p i n n a t e  t r u n k l e s s  i n  . ? -  7Toves 

I 
Palms a r e  g r a c e f u l  p l a n t s  t h a t  a r e  no': p i n i ~ g  t h e i r  

t r u e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  wor ld  s f l o r a .  Tll:-'::~c?, t h e  e x o t i c  phcr,!!5.?/: 

( d a t e  palm) i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  7s :lie o r i g i n a l  t r e e  01' 1.i f e .  



The m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  palms a r e  s u i t e d  t-;, g a r d e n  c u 1 t i v a t i : j n  

a n d  i f  p r o p e r l y  p l a c e d  c a n  l e n d  t h e  i;r,:-,-,ce o f  t h e  r a i n f o r ~ z ?  

a n d  t h e  m a j e s t y  o f  t h e  t r o p i c a l  f l o r z .  Remembering alwaJrr; 

t h a t  t h e s e  l o v e l y  melsbers o f  t h e  pr iu)c i .pes ,  need  s h a d e  ar~ri 1::jntl 

s h e l t e r  when semi-shade  and  anp:;.e l i g h t  v~nen o l d e r .  

F o r  h e a l t h y  l u x u r i a n t  g rowth ,  warmth znd m o i s t u r e  l e v e l s  

needed depend on p a r t i c u l a r  h a b i t a t .  Ilowever, i f  t h e y  a r , c  

n o t  exposed  t o  e x t r e m e s  o f  frost o r  ~ . r n l q n g e d  d r y n e s s  t h e y  

w i l l  grow w e l l ,  a n d  b l e n d  i n  w i t h  most o d h e r  f o r e s t  o r  

r a i n f o r e s t  s p e c i e s  i n  a n  a v e r a g e  gard.71, ' An i d e a l  g a r d e n  

f o r  palms would have a s e l e c t i o n  o f  lr~i-t,;e t r e e s ,  pa thways  

r a t h e r  tha ,n  l a w n s ,  a minimum o f  concre.;e p a t h s  and  a n  

u n d e r s t o r e y  o f  t r o p i c a l  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  . :~h ich  I would inc1:;de 

t r o p i c a l  g i n g e r s ,  c o r d y l i n e ,  c l racena,  r : :arknta,  c o l a t h e a ,  

a n d  many ground c o v e r s .  

c l i m b i n g  palms have a r e a l  p l a c e  i n  : ; ~ . c h  a s i t u a t i o n  and 

a l t h o u g h  we c a n n o t  [ q p o r t  t k e  cinrly ra t t . ?ns  o f  M a l a y s i a ,  

I n d o n e s i a  and  New-Guinnea, o u r  1,avijre.r v i n e s  o r  Calamus 1 r- l!~l:: 

a r e  s p e c t a c u l a r  enout;h t o  be c u l t i v a t : ? . !  a.s p a r t  o f  t h e  ScZiTe. 

A u s t r a l i a  h a s  o n l y  t h r e e  gene ra  o f  tl,r.: i:oryoho.id _nal.rr,s, !::,r;,f,!1r:, 
I 

L i v i s t o n a  and  L i c u a l a ,  t h e  l a t t e r  spec:) !s i s  t i le  l a r g e s t  :~:.li! b.,::).s 

o n l y  one s p e c i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  

TTChakoroll  i s  a n  a b o r i g i n a l  name used  i : ~  ' I ' u l l y  a r e a s  f o r  I it:1:71a 

r a m s a y i i  ( syn .  m u e l l e r i )  which i n  m j r  i l p i r i i n io l i  is o u r  mu.- L 

b e a u t i f u l  and  r x a j e s t i c  palm,  growing  :s i t  d o e s  i n  pocket:  o f  

t r u e  r a i n f o r e s t  o f  N o r t h e r n  QueensI.nni! from j u s t  n o r t h  o f  

T o w n s v i l l e  t o  e x t r e m e  a r e a s  o f  Cape York. Main popu1a t io l . s  

o c c u r  n e a r  M i s s i o n  Beach,  T u l l y ,  I l a i n t - e e  R i v e r  and Cape 

T r i b u l a t i o n  w i t h  s m a l l e r  s e c t i o n s  i n  p C 1 r t s  o f  t h e  Bloomfic: Id 

R ive r .  

T h i s  palm c a n  grow t o  immense h e i g h t s  c.!.,d i n  Cl i ss ion  Beach a r e a s  

i t  a p p e a r s  a s  t h e  main f o r e s t a t i o n ,  r i ~ : . a l l e d  o n l y  by t h e  p.:8-e:..lt 

t a n g l e d  u n d e r s t o r e y  o f  t h e  c l i r b i n g  Ca i:rlinus m c - c i  palms,  ( r-i'j.lI:ji 

l awyer -cane )  . 
The g r e a t  c i r c u l a r  f a n  l e a v e s  a r e  r e a i l ; ,  o u t s t a n d i n g  con : ; ? .~ t , t ng  

o f  a a i n d m i l l  e f f e c t  o f  wedge shaped  ec~!.rnents j o l n e d  t o g 6 i n e r .  

The l e a f l e t -  t i p s  a r e  jagged edged rizv!'r s r o u n d  t h e  e n t i r e  l e a f  

shape .  I n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  s o u t h - e a s t  Quec>:~sland growing  a s  c:.~!.cjen 

palm, t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one r e a l  dj .sadvar , t ;~:- :s .  Tf Y O U  cannot  --r,-:!;S :I?> 



s h a d e  f o r  t h e  I , i c u a l a ,  i t  i s  n o t  fol-  yopl. l t  must be ~rt .2de 

grown a l l  t h r o u g h  i t s  l i f e  and  t h e  n r c p e r  t h e  s h a d e  t h z  

h e a l t h i e r  t h e  palm. 

S t r a n g e l y ,  t h o u c h ,  I have  seer ,  T , i c , u . ?  la ramsn y i - i  groi.virir~ ':cl.l. 

a.s exposed  p l a n t s  t 5 e  r e s t ,  o f  t 1 1 G  d e e p  r b a i n f o r e s t ;  !iris 

been  c l e a r e d  g e n e r a l l y  a s  a fo i l r  r:ic t , r e  p a l m  l:~.i.t21 palmate I or3ves 
I 

r e m a i n i n g  from ground l e v e l  on t h e  1-layit.  

I must s t r e s s  however ,  t h z t  this was orilg i n  I ts  p a r t i c 1 1 l : j r  

ha b i t a t .  1 

Seed i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d  t o  f i n d ,  t:cc,A.use o f  t h e  vegc t : ~  t>i.or~ 

a r o u n d  t h e  ma tu re  pa lms ,  '1'0 r e a l l y  ~ o l l e c t  s e e d  i n  q;:,-:!ti ti7 

you may j u s t  have  t o  g e t  t h e r e  a h n o d  or t h e  r o v i n g  c a t : : 3 n ! , j ,  

e n d u r e  t h e  g r e e n  a n t s ,  l e e c h e s  and I, r , r $  s p i n y  fo rms  of .  

l a w y e r  c a n e  pa.lms. A s e e d l i n g  pal!n c n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  j.r: 

where I managed t o  f i n d  some. A pf-31rii i n  f u l l  f r u i t  i s  v c r > y  

s p e c t a c u l a r .  'The masses  of  s e e d  bc? r i e s  s t a n d  o u t  a.rno3..:; t h e  

l o v e l y  s h i n y  g r e e n  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  ; ; . l m l s  l e a v e s .  

Most s e e d  of  t h i s  I , l c u a l a  i s  n o t  d i f f i h u l t  t o  r a i s e  anr: 

c u l t i v a t e  i f  i t s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  are l i ep t  I i n  mind. Hot br: 1 

g e r m i n a t i o n  i s  recornrriended i n  c o o l c i  a r e a s ,  hut ;  i n  norr .her t l  

Queens land  a s e e d  mix o f  50 p e r c e n t  : e a t  inoss, 50 percent. 

c o a r s e  s a n d  i s  i d e a l .  Act1,tally t h e  f r s s h e r  t h e  s e e d  tr e 

h i c h e r  t h e  gerrnir1at;ion. To c u l t i . ~ . s t  2 ,  i t  s h o u l d  be s; .~:r!3.y 

anywhere i n  c o a s t a l  s o u t h  ~ u e e n s l n l - 3  a b d  wet t r o p i c a l  -.:~:j. 

Make s u r e  i t  g e t s  t h e  sh- lde needed  r(nd.1 t h e  w a t e r  t o  pu::ii i t  
a h e a d  a n d  you s h o u l d  have s u c c e s s .  ~ u b h  e s s e n t i a l s  a s  r i c h  

s o i l  composed o f  o r g a n i c  m a t t e r  s : ~ c : i  a$ r o t t e d  manure and  

composted d e b r i s  a r e  i d e a l  f o r  a l l  ! a lh s ,  and  e spec i a1 , l . y  

t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  t y p e s .  i 

A s  a c o n t a i n e r  p l a n t ,  t h i s  ~ ? r t i c u ! , : r  L,icual;q h a s  won !c,r f11.l 
I 

p o t e n t i a l .  I t  w j . 1 1  t ' h r ive  frjr rng-ir_;:l y d a r s  a l ~ d  inalce a u.c?.1l1,3i 

handsome t u b  spec imen i f  g r o n r  i n  n o n  cove red  I - $ e  o r  

on a semi-shaded  p a t i o  o r  col.lrtjlarrj.  i f !  y e a r l ; ~  check  o?-i 

d r a i n a g e  h o l e s  i s  a d v a n t ~ ~ f ? o n s ,  r l t ; . - i  r d e u l 2 r  :~:aterin(;=; ju l - . i t -~  C; 

s p r i n g  a n d  surni:!er w i t h  n i  trop;en f c : ' - t i l i s e r  ..vi 11 rea l l . ; j  
I 

! . improve i t s  groluth. :;ucil ~ ~ ~ j ~ l . i ~ ~ - : . : ~ ~ . i . i  shou1.d he w i t h  L r x o : 3 ~ . ~ c l ~  

h a v i n g  a h i g h e r  n i t r o g e ; ~  r :7 t? : . r )  t..h-: t k i e i r  potrlssi.um 911 j 

p t - ~ o s p h a t e ,  b u t  n o t  s t r ~ i : ~ : ' n t  nri t , rogt .r  . 



7 ,, 
..,'A k,anj.c p e l l e t i s e d  m~.rlur'e , ~ i t ! j .  .: t l  i , ~  '~!e;:,:)nli.ric a v n  i l : i  b l e  

i s  also good. a r o u n d  con t r :  iner ?ro3:;ri p-! l in:;, 

I n  m o s t  o f  i t s  i~:!bit,a t s  :::hcre i ; r7i rn hn? I ' ~ l ' i 3 f ? d  ink9 iBp$s/ 
c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  a r e a  crln Fie f ,? i r l  y r ; r r , ~ ? . , ~ , :  , . .  9 i n  f'nc t i n  t ' r~e 

.:~et. s e a s o n  many of '  t h e  s c e d l i n ~ ~ s  2 r e  r:t; t ~ r n s r ~ e d  Y! i t h a u t  

a p p a r e n t  ill e f f e c t .  'This g i v e s  s o ~ n ~  i !-ic!ication t;o t h e  

r~tr;ounl;  o f  w a t e r 1 o ~ ~ ; ~ ; i n ~ ;  some r~.3ir1Sc11-er+ :;j~t:cic:: c:ln taler.:. : , 


