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l i e r e  once  more a d d i n g  my pen t o  what i s  known i n  t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  

wor ld  o f  / ) u s t r a l i a n  p r i n c i p e s .  i iowever,  I it10~1d j u s t  t o  v o i c e  

one p l e a !  VJe have  i n  o u r  numbers ,  e n t h u s i a s t s  from N.S.bV., Vic . ,  

:,outli-East Clld., a n d  p e r h a p s  Dnrlv:i.li, b u t  to  my knowledge o n l y  

3 l i v e  i n  N o r t h e r n  Qld.  

'is t h i s  a r e a  h a s  s u c h  a f a s c i r i a t i n g  r e c o r d  f o r  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

&alms  I ivould l i k e  more a c t i v e  members frorrL t h e  n o r t h .  

r l ' ov~~nsvi l le  i s  my p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t ,  s o  i f  any  member o f  S.G.A.P. 

knows o f  palm e n t h u s i a s t s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i t h i n  

t h i s  a r e a ,  t e l l  them o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Group o f  

, .l).ii .C .S. a n d  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  fnaking a pa lmery  t h e r e .  S u r e l y  

sortie o f  t h i s  g r o u p  a l s o  b e l o n g s  t o  S.G..4.Pd? 

P o s s i b l y  one o f  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  pc~lms T have come a c r o s s ,  arid t h e n ,  

o n l y  b r i e f l y  i s  Nypa f r u t i c a n s  (The M2.ngrove Pa lm) .  R e c e n t l y  n e a r  

T>ucinda ITth. l i ld . ,  I w a s  shown l a r g e  c o l o n y  o f  them, growing  i n  a 

b r a c k i s h ,  swarnpy c r e e k .  T h i s  b e i n g  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  t h e  most  

s o u t h e r n m o s t  s t a n d  o f  t h i s  huge p:;i lm! i'4r.s. B o s v ~ o r t h ,  who 

accompanied  me i n t o  t h e  c r e e k  t o  t a k e  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  t e l l s  me i t  

also grows a r o u n d  f r e s h  w a t e r  swumps. I ddd n o t  f i n d  any  s e e d  

e v i d e n t ,  b u t  i t  h a s  c h e s t n u t  browri s e e d ,  pa,cked i n  a g l o b u l a r  head  

which can  be  45 cm ( 1 8 " )  a c r o s s !  The i r~a l e  f l o w e r s  a r e  y e l l o w  and  

a r e  b o r n e  on l a t e r a l  catlci1-1s. No t r u n k s v ~ e r e  e v i d e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  

h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  when i t  i s  r e a l i s e d  t h e  t run l r  i s  procurnbent and  

o f t e n  f o r k e d  below t h e  w a t e r  o r  mud o f  t h e  c r e e k .  'l'he g r e a t  

f e a t h e r y  r h a c h i s  r i s e  i n  a s t i f f  crown,  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  one can  

'ue 9m (28  f t )  l o n g .  'xhe l l f r o r i d s n  a r e  ou ts t !anding  i n  s i z e  a n d  

s h a p e .  'I'he p r o s t r a t e  t r u n k  o f t e n  r o o t s  a l o n g  i t s  l o w e r  s u r f a c e !  

Na ' t ive  t r i b e s  a r o u n d  t h e  Luc inda  t o  C a r d v ~ e l l  a r e a s  a t e  t h e  u n r i p e  

s e e d s  a n d  named t h i s  palm I1Ki-bano". L i k e  t h e  mangroves t h e m s e l v e s ,  

t h i s  palm i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o a s t a l  e c o l o g y ,  and  h e l p s  t o  s t a b i l i s e  

t h e  a r e a  i t  i s  found i n .  

I t  i s  q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  palm would be  i d e a l  f o r  h u t  t h a t c h i n g  

o r  even  b a s k e t  weaving ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  done where i t  o c c u r s  

o v e r s e a s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  much e v i d e n c e  t h a t  A b s t r a l i - a n  a b o r i g i n e s  u sed  

i t  t o  g r e a t  e x t e n t .  



I t  i s  known t h a t  t h e  bouyu.ncy s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s e e d  a l l o w s  i t  t o  

f l o a t  away on t i d e s  a s  does  t h e  c c c o s ,  t h u s  h e l p i n g  i n  i t s  

d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

F u r t h e r  n o r t h  on o u r  c o a s t l i n e ,  1 found many spec imens  o f  t h e  

r e a l l y  n e a t  and l o v e l y  H y d r i a s t e l e  v ~ e n d l a n d l i a n a  o r  "wa te r  palmr1. 

Sometimes t h i s  palm can  be confused  w i t h  Ptychosperma m a c a r t h u r i i  

( t h e  g r e y  c a n e  palm) e s p e c i a l l y  where t h e  s m a l l e r  p a l m l e t s  a round  

t h e  b a s e  a r e  advanced.  D i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  however a r e  t h e  

t a l l ,  na r row,  s i n g l e  t r u n k  w i t h  s m a l l e r  p l a n t s  grouped around t h e  

b a s e .   he l e a v e s  a r e  f e a t h e r  t y p e  i r r e g u l a r i l y  s p a c e d ,  t h e  t i p s  

jagged b u t  t h e  t e r m i n a l  o n e s  a r e  f i s h t a i l  i n  form. The s e e d  hangs  

from1 pendant  rows from a d r o o p i n g  f l o w e r  head j u s t  below t h e  crown 

s h a f t .  The s e e d  c o l o u r  i s  b r i g h t  r e d  wher- r i p e .  T h i s  l o v e l y  palm 

r e q u i r e s  p l e r i ty  p f  w a t e r  t o  grow i t  w e l l ,  i s  r e a l l y  a v e r y  t r o p i c  

s p e c i e s ,  b u t  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o u r  s u b - t r o p i c s  by u s i n g  p l e n t y  

of  mulch a round  i t  and growing i t  i n  ground s o a k s . o r - o n  t h e  s l o p i n g  

banks  o f  small s t r e a m s .  I t  r e q u i r e s  t o p  c o v e r  from t h e  sun  b e i n g  

a  t y p i c a l  r a i n f o r e s t  t y p e ,  b u t  i n  i,ts h a b i t a t  i t  r e a c h e s  a b o u t  

20 m e t r e s  a t  m a t u r i t y ,  a s  g e n e r a l l y  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  t h e  palm h a s  

i t s  head  i n  t h e  s u n !  

C a r p e n t a r i a  aC-uminata ( ~ a r w i n  Palm) grov!s i n  t h i c k  p o c k e t s  of  

r a i n f o r e s t  i n  m o i s t  a r e a s  q u i t e  n e a r  t h e  c o a s t  o f  t h e  Gulf c o u n t r y  

e x t e n d i n g  a c r o s s  much o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y .  U n t i l ,  f a i r l y  

r e c e n t  t i m e s  n o t  much was known o r  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  i t .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  
McCurracks "Palms o f  t h e  Y l o r l d l l  i t  i s  mentioned b u t  o n l y  as a 

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  

T h i s  padm i s  used  f o r  l a n d s c a p i n g  and a s  a s t r e e t  palm t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  Darwin d i s t r i c t s .  I t  i s  a s o l i t a r y  t ~ u n k  palm., f e a t h e r  

l e a f  t y p e  w i t h  h e i g h t  o f  p o s s i b l y  161 m e t r e s .  The t r u n k  i s  

s l e n d e r  and g r e y  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  r i n g s .  Yhe o v a l  f r u i t  which 

r i p e n s  a b o u t  December i s  r e d  w i t h  y e l l o w  markings.  It  h a s  a p rominen t  

crown s h a f t  t h e  l e a v e s  r e c u r v i n g  and d a r k  g r e e n .  Very s e n s i t i v e  t o  

f r o s t s  i n  t h e  s u b t r o p i c s  b u t  have been grown t h e r e .  Group p l a n t i n g s  

o f  t h i s  palm can  be  q u i t e  o u t s t a n d i n g .  

Care ?( Pronapat ion of P w  

P r o p a g a t i o n  by s e e d  i s  a l o n g  p r o c e s s ,  and  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p a t i e n c e  

o f  J o b !  Germinat ion  i s  s l o w ,  and b e l o ~ v  I have l i s t e d  a few i n s t a n c e s  

o f  approx ima te  t i m e s  f o r  some e x o t i c s .  

Chamaerops - about .  12 months:  Phoenix  - e i g h t  months: Howeas 

( K e n t i a s )  - o f t e n  2 y e a r s :  'Jdashingtonia - n i n e  months: COCOS - 
s i x  month, e t c .  F r e s h  s e e d  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  



'The p r o c e s s  o f  growing palrrls from s e e d  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  and f o r  

t h e  keen amateur  o r  budd ing  p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e r e  i s  a t r i e d  and  proven 

method. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  s e e d  r a i s i n g  m i x t u r e  must be  s t e r i l i s e d ,  o r  more 

c o r r e c t l y  l f p a s t e u r i s e d " .  S o i l s  may c o n t a i n  weed s e e d ,  nematodes,  

h a r m f u l  f u n g i  o r  b a c t e r i a .  The s o - c a l l e d  "damping o f f "  of  i n f a n t  

p l a n t s  i s  caused  by f u n g i  i n  t h e  s o i l .  

Steam i s  t h e  b e s t  and  most common h e a t  s o u r c e  o f  p r e p a r i n g  s o i l .  

For  t h e  home g a r d e n e r  however,  a good method i s  t o  dampen your  mix 
;ind p l a c e  i t  i-n t h e  k i t c h e n  oven f o r  s a y  30 m i n u t e s  a t  a t h e r m o s t a t  

t e m p e r a t u r e  o f  6 0 ' ~ .  

Another  method i s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  p r e p a r e d  mix i n  a l a r g e  c l e a n  

p l a s t i c  bag ,  s e a l  i t  aiid expose .  i t  t o  t h e  sun on a lawn o r  c o n c r e t e  

::ath f o r  a few h o u r s .  Tempera ture  i n  t h e  bag s h o u l d  r e a c h  82' f o r  

good r e s u l t s .  A sandy s o i l  r i c h  i n  humus seems t o  f a v o u r  good 

g e r m i n a t i o n .  

I f  growing any q u a n t i t y  i t  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  s e e d  be grown 

i n  a s h a l l o w  s e e d  Pan. The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  when t h e  palm 

s e e d  g e r m i n a t e s  i t  f i r s t  p roduces  a l o n g  t a p  r o o t ,  which, i f  t h e r e  

i s  s u f f i c i e n t  d e p t h  o f  s o i l  w i l l  go down a l o n g  way b e f o r e  i t  makes 

f i n e  l a t e r a l  r o o t s .  

To make n i c e  p l a n t s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i f t  t h e  s e e d l i n g s  w h i l e  v e r y  

small ,  and  p l a c e  them i n  3 i n c h  p o t s .  I t  w i l l  t h u s  be  s e e n  t h a t  i t  
1 , v i l l  be q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  a p l a n t  w i t h  a l o n g ,  s t i l l  t a p  r o o t  

i n t o  a s m a l l  p o t .  Sha l low s e e d  pans  were once  purchased  a t  a p o t t e r y ,  

b u t  t o d a y  t h e  p l a s t i c  t r a y  i s  favoured .  

'].'he .bottom o f  t h e  s e e d  pan s h o u l d  be cove red  w i t h  small g r a v e l  o r  

g raded  pea s i z e d  c h a r c o a l  f o r  d r a i n a g e .  the Pan is,  f i l l e d  t o  

i.:lithin k L l f  a n  i n c h  o f  t h e  t o p  ~ 1 1 t h  t h e  inj-xture. Commercial s e e d  

r a i s i n g  m i x t u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  a s t r o n g  compost o f  t h r e e  p a r t s  

losm w i t h  e q u a l  p a r t s  of  sand  a n d  pea tmoss  o r  l e a f  mould can  be used .  

P r e s s  t h e  ined-ium down f i r m l y ,  and  2 f t e r  washing away any f r u i t  l e f t  

on t h e  s e e d ,  p r e s s  them down i n - t o  Lhe m i x t u r e  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  l e v e l  

w i t h  t h e  s u r f a c e .  Then c o v e r  w i t h  s o i l  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w i c e  t h e  

s e e d  t h i c l r n e s s .  

i-';,:lnl s e e d  caii g e r m i n a t e  e r r a t i c a l l y .  P1:ints w i l l  sometimes a p p e a r  a month 

o r  two a f t e r  sowing,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  will n o t  come up  f o r  t v ~ e l v e  months. 



P i c k  them o u t  w h i l e  q u i t e  small, s a y  t h e  start  o f  t h e  second 

s e e d  l e a f ,  and  p l a c e  i n  small pots. 'I 'hese s h o u l d  be moved i n t o  

p o t s  one s i z e  l a r g e r  when t h e  r o o t  sys t em i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

P o i n t s  t o  remember - watch f o r  s i g n s  o f  I1damp o f f " ,  and  p r e v e n t  

t h i s  by t h e  u s e  o f  a r e l i a b l e  f u n g i c i d a l  s p r a y .  

P o t t i n g  s o i l  s h o u l d  be o f  a t e x t u r e  someaz~at  h e a v i e r  t h a n  t h a t  

g e n e r a l l y  used  f o r  most p o t t e d  p l k n t s .  'Three p a r t s  loam, one p a r t  

l e a f  mould, a n d  one p a r t  s and  b e i n g  a b o u t  c o r r e c t .  Add t o  t h i s  

v e r y  w e l l  r o t t e d  cow manure o r  bone meal  and  t h e  palm s e e d l i n g s  

s h o u l d  grow q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  

Nhen groiving on ,  a p p l y  f o l i a r  f e t i l i s e r s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s  i n  t h e  

warm rflonths. Shade from t h e  d i r e c t  r a y s  of' t h e  s u n ,  and  s y r i n g e  

t h e  l e a v e s  o f t e n .  




