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S CCIBTY FOR GROUIKG 

Leader: L, Eutt - Phone No, 07 8483515 

Assistant:  E r k n  Runnegar - Phone No, 37 3907577 1 

As t h i s  newsletter ushers in a New Year, a gentle reminder tha t  a l l  fees 

a re  due once more. Fees a re  9'3.00 as usual, hut would in te rs ta te  members 

please include 1C$ starnp with cheque t o  cover cost of cash* the cheque, 

THE AETRALIAN SCENE - PAUS OF LORD HOWE ISIAM 

Four p a l m  a r e  endemic t o  h r d  Hmre Island. Thoy a re  Howea fos-Loriana, 

Hmea belmoreana, Hedescepe canterburyana and Lepidorachis roore i i ,  Their 

distribwt ion is  controlled by geolog i ca l  factors.  Huweas occur in lowland 

areas and up t o  250 metres while Hedescepe and Lepidorachis grow on the 

heights of the mountains , 
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H. canterburyam 

basalt  

S tony always wet 
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herbs, twiners 
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335 - 880 m 

7 s a l t  ra re ly  calcarenite coral 

s$opv often scree 

sddges, creepers 
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L, mooreii 

Identification of the species i s  s inlple. 

Howeas have t h e  spadix in t ra fo l ia r  (no crownshaft), 

Hedescepe and Lepidosac his have crownshafts , 
He fosteriana - pinnae join the rachis on t h e  f l a t  

He belmoreana - Pjnnae join the  rachis a t  s l i g h t  uy 

y dense 

i - 880 m 

,lane. 

.ight plane. 
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. 
L. mooreii - seeds about 10 rmn diameter. 

General notes. 

Roweas lmve been used f o r  many years as potted plants. Specin~ens up t o  two 

meters a re  us od i n  the C i t y  Hall H. f osteriana i s  growing in s eveml suburbs . 
(Kedron, Winds or, Newmrket and ~ o ~ r o o d )  + 

None of the  other palm have been noticed as yet, 

Gemination of seed i s  very spasrflodic taking up t o  three years, Lo rnooreii 

appears the most d i f f i cu l t ,  

On Lord Howe Island the Island Board Nursery gemj-lrates 11, fosteriana by the  

thousand f o r  export. . H, behoreana i s  more demand- of conditions. S m a l l  

numbers of 8. canterburyana a re  propagated for  loca l  use. No t r i a l s  of L. 

rnooreii have been carr ied out, 

S m e  Fa1r.m of Cape York - Dr. Alan Cribb & Ed Brighouse 

During a recent excurs ion t o  Cape York w i t h  the  Qld. Ikkuralists CL*, 1 had the 

oppor-Lunity t o  see palms tht do not occur ia southern Qld, On. t h e  f l ight  from 

Cairns t o  Barnaga, I was astounded a t  the  vast  areas of sand h i l l s .  There appared  

t o  be hundreds of miles of them. The Iron Rsmge area was an oasis. 

In Barrlaga township i t s e l f ,  Gulubia costata flourished i n  the  creek jungle, They 

were t a l l  up t o  25 t o  30 metres, very slender and f r u i t ,  Nearby were Hydrastele 

rvendlandiana, Licuala ramsayii, Ptychosperrca and Calmus species were plentiful. 

Along the  Cape York road Caryota rmiphiana grew. 

Lockerbie Scrub was a plm paradise, The previously mentioned palms grew i n  

abundance* Two var ie t ies  of R y c  hos perma (elogens and rmcarthurii) were compared. 

Calarnus species proved d i f f i cu l t  t o  be cer ta in  of the species. Here was the f i r s t  

look a t  C ,  aruensis* The c i r r i  and the leaf le t s  were the  clues t o  identification, 

On the  coast a t  Vmtee Point were c lmps  Arenga australas ica,  These clumps 

contained up t o  f i f t y  trunks ranging from suckers t o  rrlature trunks. Washed up 

on the beach were numerous N y - p  f rui t icans seeds, Some had germinated before 

being washed t o  sea, We were to ld  t h a t  Nypa did not occur on the  eastern coast 

of the gulf.  So where did they cane f r m ?  

Two species of Livistona were abundant i n  t h e i r  l oca l i t i e s ,  L, benthamii preferred 

creek rmrgins and swamps' whilo L, muellerii  grew i n  oDen fnraq+s 
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A t  Somerset there was the lonely Borassus f labe lJ i fe r ,  I t s  or igin i s  

questionable but i t s  age i s  about 140 years, It is a rmle tree.  Nearby an 

overgrown Cocos nucifera plantation was i n  a sad s h t e ,  

Field Kay t o  the Palms on Northern Cape York Peninsula 

1. Leaves pinnate (feather palms) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 

Leaves palrnate (fan plms) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -11 

3 ,  Leaf sheath smooth, leaf ending in a thong with hooks - - - - - - Calsmus aruens i s ,  
(Lawyer cane) 

Leaf sheath spiny, leaf without hook bearing thong - - - - - - - C a l a m  aus t ra l i s .  
(Hairy Ury ,  
lawyer Cane) 

Leaf sheath s p a ,  l ea f l e t s  f i sh ta i l ed  - - - - - - - - - - - - - Calamus 
caryotoides 
( ~ i s h  Tail  
Lawyer Cane) 

4. Leaves twice pi~lllato - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- Caryota 
rumphiana 
(Fish Tail  F'alm) 

Leaves once pinnate - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 5 

6 ,  Leaf bases clasping t o  formcrbwnshaft - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cocos nucifera 
(c oc onut p lm) 

7, Ends of leaf le t s  cut off or chewed - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Ptychospem 
elegens 
( so l i t a i r e  
p a h )  

Ends of l ea f l e t s  more or less acute - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 

8. Leaflets spreading, whitish beneath - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Archontophoenix 
alexandrae 

1 

Leaflets drooping, green on both surfaces - - - - - - - - - - - - Gulubia costata i 
9, Trunk prostrate, mangrove - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -f Nypa f ru i t icans  

I ( ~ i p a  F'alm) 

Trunk erect, not mangrove - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - 10 

10, Final l ea f l e t s  f i n e  and separate leaves regularly spaced - - - - - - Ptychosperma 
macarthurii. 

Final leaf l e t s  f ine  and separate, leaves regularly spaced - - - - - Hydmstele 
wendlandiana 

11, haves  with dis%inct midrib - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12 

Leaflets wit'hout d i s t inc t  midrib - - - - - - - - - - - I - - - - - - 13 



, . . - .  
12 * Leaf - s t a l k  3 - 4 m long, l o x e r  than blade - - - - - - - - - Cory-phia e l a t a  

Leaf - s t a l k  t o  1.5 m f:ong, shor te r  t b n  blade - - - - - - - - Borassus 
f l a b e l l i f  e ra  

13, Leaves c i r c u l a r  in outl ine,  wi th  wedgeshaped l e a f l e t s  - - - - Licuala ramsayaii 
(fan palm) 

kavds 3.iuj.ded part-way 5nto narrow aaute  segments - - - - - - 14 
14, Trees 10 - a6 m tall, leafiet t i p s  drooping 

(along streams and swamp margins) - - - - - - - - - - - - - Livistona 
benthamii 

I (fan p l m )  

Tree 2 - 10  m tall ,  l e a f l e t  t i p s  s t i f f  (in Q ' eh  f o r e s t )  - - - - Livistona 7 lnuelleri ~ (dwarf fan  p l m )  

T I E  CARF: OF PALE I N  THE DYELLING 

Only t h e  other day I was standing in a seed shop when a womn came in and 

s a id  a Palm she had purchased about th ree  rmnths previously f o r  her f l a t  

had died, and t h a t  she had had m n y  Fglms from t h e  f i r m  and none of them 

had done well ,  though f r iends  of hers had had films from elsawhere a l l  of 

which were in perfect  health,  Of course t h e  blame must l i e  w i t h  the  

nurseryman, And never f o r  a moment did she imagine' she herself  was t h e  

cause of t h e  death of the  Palm, 

It came home t o  me then  t h a t  t he  people who l i v e  in houses and f l a t s  5a 

tho more r e s t r i c t ed  d i s t r i c t s  cannot ge t  a s  much out  of t h e i r  Palms as  they 

should, though t h e  a r e  plants rerrarkedly su i t ed  fo r  such places, though 

lack of knowledge how t o  mnage them,. This is my advice t o  a liousekeeper 

buying a Falm, 

In  t h e  f i r s t  place when p ~ r c h a s  ing Palms fo r  a hous . o r  f l a t  where they  w i l l  I have t o  spend t he  g rea te r  par t  of t h e i r  l ives  indoors, you should see  the  pUn t  
I 

is  wel l  established.  By wel l  established I mean a Llant t h a t  has been grow* 

in the  pot in which you buy it f o r  s ome nine months o r  so . If it i s  a plant 

j u s t  dug up out of t h e  ground and potted up f o r  sa le ,  in nine cases out of t e n  

it w i l l  "go off".  

When you have your Fhlms home see  t h a t  they stand in a place where there  is no 

draught and have as  r m h  l i g h t  as  poss ib le ,  Every opporbunity should be se ized 

of giving them a s p e l l  in the  open a i r ,  on t he  window ledge, backyard, balcony, 

f l a t  roof, etc., and pa r t i cu l a r l y  when it is rain*, 



b e e  5~ 
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I f  you a r e  able,  they  should be stood outside every night, as  t h e  dew refreshes 

them. 

Two things of ten happen t o  F'alrns i n  houses - e i t h e r  they  a r e  over-watered or  

under-watered, Which 5s t he  worst I cannot say, in e i t h e r  case t h e  ultiTnEtte 

r e s u l t  they  die ,  I have seen Palms standing day a f t e r  day in saucers of water 

or others t h a t  have been regu la r ly  watered night and rnorning whether they  needed 
I 

it or not, jus t  as  regular ly  a s  t h e  canary was fed,  On the  other hand, there  

have been plants Forgotten f o r  days and weelcs a t  a  tirne, t h a t  a t  one time have 

become dust  dry, and t he r ea f t e r  have had jus t  suff ' icient  water t o  damp t h e  

surface s o i l  of t h e  pot - such Palrns canno-t; progress. 

There is only one tvay of water- Palms in  pots Take a bas in  or bucket f u l l  of 

water and plunge t h e  pot containing t he  p.h in to  it, so  t h a t  t h e  water covers the. 

s o i l .  h a v e  5t ..to soak f o r  about kalf a n  hour, This should be done once a week. 

Another thing never leave Palms i n  a roorn where gas l i g h t  or  a gas f i r e  i s  burning, 

Remove them t o  s  orrle pa r t  of t h e  house where they  escape i t s  harmful fwnes . 

Falrns should be washed. r e g u h r l y  w i th  soap and water, Sunlight  soap i s  I f i nd  

by f a r  t h e  bes t  as  it has no injurious e f f ec t  on the  fo l iage ,  The reason for  

washing i s  t o  f r e e  the pores of t h e  leaves from dust, which s e t t l e s  on them i n  

abundance in a house and a l s  o t o  destroy any "scale" which may a t t a c h  i t s e l f  t o  

t he  plant .  Scale i s  one of the  rnost injurious pest:! t h a t  a t tacks  hh, and 5f 

t he  plants a r e  washed rogular ly  w i l l  do l i t t l e  harma 

Wash w i th  a s o f t  c l o th  and go aver a l l  t h e  divisions af the  leaves carefully,  

t h e  sterns and ribs of t h e  leaves. After  washing they  w i l l  appear rrrore a t t r a c t i v e  

than  ever. Wash f i r s t  wi th  the  soap and water and then r inse  w i t h  blean water, 

Dry w i th  a dry s o f t  c l o tho  

The plants w i l l  do well  for  you f o r  about two years in the  po-I; in which they  

came and then w i l l  need repot t ing,  



A'USTRRLUN NhTiLrE PALE AID IIGW TO KNmr THEM 

Of t he  some 40 species of Palms native of Eastern Australia, by f a r  the  la rges t  

number a r e  t o  be found i n  t rop ica l  and sub-tropical Clueensland. Four species, 

however, spread into N.S .We,  and two of these a r e  very cornrnon i n  the coastal  

scrubs. 

For those interested i n  Palms and would l i ke  t he  means of identifying any of the  

native eastern species, I have worked out a key of indentif i ca t ion  such as any 

person without any botanical  knowledge can use, which w i l l  mke  the correct  

naming of any Palm easy, provided it can be examined, i n  s i tu .  The f ollwring 

is the  method of iden t i f ica t ion  with  the  key, 

ITaving arr ived a t  the  s t a r t i ng  point of the  key our objective is t o  f ind  one 

question f ollowod by a name of a genera t h a t  can be answered in the  a f f  i rmt ive .  

This i s  done by following three rules. ( I )  When the  question under consideration 

i s  answered by "yes", the  question jmmodiately follovrhg is the next t o  be asked, 

there  being no genera given. (2) Where t he  question asked is answered "no", 

the  question indicated by the number a t  end of l i ne  i s  t he  next t o  be asked, but 

if' no nurriber follovis then the next question irmnediately follm$ing is asked, ( 3 )  

As soon as an answer "yes" is  obtained and followed by the  name of a genus, t he  

genus named i s  the  one t o  which the Pab~i belongs. 

I. Sterns growing upright . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 

... 2. haves  divided pinnately ( l i ke  f i shes '  backbone) 30 

3.  Flower spikes branched . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 ~ 
0.1. . . . *  4. Flowers unisexual (flowers of sex only) / 33 

5. Flowers of both sexes on same t r e e  . . . .  . I .  . . . .  37 

6, Leaf segrnents free,  naargins project* U ~ W ~ T ~ S  , , . , 
7. Flowering a f t e r  the  f a l l  of the  leaves jn the a x i l  of 

which the  flowers were fomued . . . . . . . . . . . .  27 

sex.. * . .  8, Flowers of dif ferent  mixed on same braimh .23 

9. & l e  flowers unsyrimetrical . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16  



A ,  Alexandrae, - A t a l l  Palm up t o  80 f ee t .  The leaf segments a r e  sea green in 

colour, on the underside, The starnens a r e  s i x  i n  niunber, f r u i t  oval round, 6 l ines  

long, Known as "Borm-Bru" or  "KO-Pangarat' , t o  thd nativos . &b itat, Uickny, 

Rockhali~ton Bay and other t rop ica l  places. 

A ,  Cmningharnii Syn., "Seaf o r t h h  Elegans .I' - One of our best-known Fhlms, extending 

f r m  the north to well  down in t h e  south. Tal l  grow-, a t ta in ing  a height of 70 f e e t  

or more. Leaf segments green on both sides,  t he  stems cy l indr ica l  and somewhat 

slender f o r  i t s  s i z e  and height,. . C m o n  in the Moreton Bay d i s t r i c t  and the  

coastal  scrubs of N.S .W., but ranges wel l  i n to  the t ropics .  Known as "Wal-garri" or  

"Piccabeen" t o  the  Queens land natives. 

Jardinei 

Has very slender sterns, the  leaf sheaths forming a long erect  point on the other ~ 
s ide of the stern, about 3 inches high. Stamens ver  numerous, being 20 o r  more 

in number. Stems up t o  40 feet ,  wi th  a circumfere i e 02 12 inches, The leaves a r e  

up t o  8 f e e t  long. Habitat, Somerset and Cape Yor 

Ftys c hos perma 

P, elegans, - A slender stermned Palm, growing up t a  2 0  f e e t  high, bearing a c r a m  

of leaves sorna 3 f e e t  long. Ths sheath cyl indr ical ,  not jut t ing out, Habitat, 

Somerset, Polo Creek. 

.- . Nomnbya, - Stems very s tout ,  hard and da k, rnore or l ess  enlarged a t  i. 
t he  base, a t ta ining a height of 60 f e e t  or  more. Leaves from 6 t o  8 f e e t  long, ThB 

seeds a r e  f a i r l y  large, having a diameter af an inch, Habitat, Goold Island, 

Daintree River and other t rop ica l  scrubs, 

.Cal.grptrocalyx - Syn. Lacoospadix 

C .  Australasicus. - A dwarfish Palm with slender 2 inch sterns reaching up t o  a height 

of 12 fee t .  The leaves wi th  which it i s  crowned a r e  3 f e e t  long and the f r u i t  red, 

Habitat, Roc kingham Bay, 



Eaculark ( ~ i n o s ~ a d i x )  

B, l%nostachya. - A d~vard PaLn only from 6 t o  12 feet high. The flowers a r e  

almost inf'raf 0 1  iv and hand dozm. The f r u i t  is nearly globular and the leaf  

segments are unequal. Knm as "Alidged' and "1TCalkLqst ick PaLq," Is much used 

ia gardens in the  301-th iiabitat. Cape Yorlc Peninsub, Wide Bay, Ivhrrachie, 

Sr is bane, 

B 1 i o  - A very 6mrf  bushy P a h ,  Tho stexas, whlch never exceed 6 f e e t  

high, spring several a t  a t h e  from the same root, Tha flo~vers a r e  intorfol ia  

pendulus . kown as " Jak-ar-unglo" t o  the natives, The stamens a r e  12 in nwnber, 

1 the f r u i t  cyl indrical  and 8 lines in diarlieter, taper- a t  each end, Seed -,in. 

l o  Habitat, Moresby an6 Russ a l l  River, SoLlsndasl-Ker . Binge, Da intreo River. 

R, Palmeriana, - The dwarfest of our Bustsalian I'ahs. The st3rils never exceed 5 

f e e t  -k height, Tho flowers a r e  in t e r fo l i a  and erect ,  The f r u i t  frcrn 4 t o  6 

inclles long and 1 or 2 thick, Habitat, Belleaden-IEcr, Range* 

Caryotz 

C ,  Rmphiana, - These a r e  t a l l  palrns with leaves f r m  16 t o  18 f e e t  long and 10 

t o  14 f e e t  broad, The leaf segnents a r e  oblique a52 half f an  shaped, The f r u i t  

is round and more than 1 inch in diameter, rvhkte till r ipe and then deep purple. 

They a r e  t o  be found a t  Sorllerset, Queensland, and the Cape York Peninsula. 


