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Dear Study Group hfenber 

Garden of Incense 
Despite the  drought our Garden of Incense is growing g u i t e  wel1,Most p l a n t s  

have doubled i n  s i z e  and some have been i n  flower,Many thanks must go t o  Bet ty 
and Sarn Jack f o r  looking a f t e r  t h i s  arearAfter  t h i s  a r e a  is stocked I wwld  like 
t o  p l an t  o r  give p l a n t s  t o  o the r  wildflower gardens and s o  spread thesg p l a n t s  
around,so i f  any members wish t o  grow p lan t s  of n i n t s  and/or send auttings,we can 
d i s t r i b u t e  them, 

Pro fornas  
I have not a s  y e t  received all t h e  Pro-formas f ron  everybody,but fron those  

I received i t  is apparent t h a t  P ,oval i fo l ia  is t h e  most comnon followed by 
P.rotundlfolia,  P,auneata,P nive_a var.induta and covers 51 d i f f e r e a t  spaoies of 
n i n t s , I t  a l s o  showea t h a t  w s p c c i e s  we% lest from e i t h e r  root-cot fungus 
Phytophthora cinnano'..i and/or Pykhfum &agl which causes damping off,'Pha, ~ a s t  
conlilon l o s s  appeared yo be P-cuneata &HUI P,mell iss i f& and of all t b k n g s  - 
Pa l a s i a n t h o s  which I f i n d  q u i t e  hardy, 

Sofile of these  p lgn t s  a r e  up t o  8 o3.d which is q u i t e  a good age. 
~ I C )  CIC) R j.17 

Phyt ophthora Cinnanomk f l  ' > 1 6 o m 2  
Apart from Terrazole  fungicide and CB P" , t he re  a r e  two new c~t3p@unc$e f o r  the  

cont ro l  of Phytophthora ( root - ro t  I q g i  and Pythiua fungi  (damp o f f )  &mat t o  h i t  
t he  market - o r  nay be on s a l e  even ncvw.3 bdve not a s  ye t  t r i e d  i t  but w i l l  very 
shortly,More on t h i s  as I get  i n f o ~ , I f  anyone has t r i e d  t h e w  conpounds l e t  
ne know tlie r e s u l t s .  

Another way t o  save p l a n t s  f ron  co&l.ar Pot is t o  p lace  gravel  o r  very coarse  
sand on top  of the  soil i n  a pot,Thia then  prevents  t h e  s o i l  sp lash ing  up t h e  stem 
of the  p l a n t  during watering o r  ra3,x&,which i s  one cause f o r  l o s s  of p lan ts ,  

A c t i v i t i e s  

R e ~ i o n a l  Flower --.- Shows N.S,W. 
During t h e  month of Septenber S..Q..A.P. NSW tlegion held their annual flower show 

and t h e - ~ r o s t a n t h e r a  s tudy Group wad i n v i t e d  t o - p u t  on a display, l f i th  the he lp  of 
grmp menber Brian Tinrnis we were a b l e  t o  put  on a d isp lay  of ltMintsu both potted 
plafits and c u t  specimens which d r e w  m i t e  a f e w  conzlents from fhe very crowd 
t h a t  a t tended t h e  show. 

Then on the  hol iday weekend i n  October' a t  t h e  Blue Mountains Group annual ,flower' 
show,with Evan Weatherhead ( ~ r o u ~  nentber) w e  were a b l e  t o  nouht ahbther display 
of "mintf1 specimens.- 
Garden Competitions. 

August a r r i v e d  andmy f r o n t  garden started fa come a l i v e  i n  cine to -win  the 
Blue Mountains Graup Garden Competttinn (PW~ ~ a r d e n ) ' , ~ h e n  SeptenberSThe nint's a r e  
s t a r t i n g  t o  flower,The NSW RegioW Garden Conpetit ion. ie judged and my f r o n t  
garden aga in  t akes  First Pr ize ,  

V i s i t s  
I n  September. Tess and I v i s i t e d  Bu~rendong.ArboretW with the  Fern Study GPoupi 

We met George and Pe te r  Althofer.Both are well.U.eo sBw Borne nore neb mint$ that 
have been discovesed.Also a v i s i t  t o  the  mint area proved very interesting* 

October s a w  a bus load  Gf SGAP v i s i t o r s  f ron  the Newcastle Group on a' weekend 
v i s i t  with the  Blue Nountains G r ~ u p ~ c a l l  i n t o  rily place  t o  see t h e  garden.Bveryc)ne 
wen$ away  on'^^^^? but ~.eluc?-.nt t o  leave. 

Pinanaia l  Report 

Subscr ip t ions  Paid %a Date 
Less Postage and S t a t i o n e r y  -- 

Rubber Stamp fvr Leader 

To ta l  i n  Hand 

I f  a ceoss  appears he re  

I 
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Enclosures 

I hope all nembers appreciated the enclosures  listing a l l  the mints,sub-specic, 
eta sent with the l a s t  newsletter.1 now havc one for you from Mr Barry Conn f r o n  
the South Australian Botanical Gardens,who is car ry ing  out the  revision of mints, 
on How to Col&s$t Specimens for Identification - See Enclosure "A" 

Les Taylor 
Leader 
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The ~ a c k l o f  F i e l d  Observations ---- and - ----A Col lec t in -  
, - 

2 , -)-+- T e c h ~ i ~ s '  with Keference --- t o  ~ r o s t & t h e r a  ' 
, I 

. /  by Barry Conn $'ndelai.de , 
Reprint :Austral ian Systematic Botany Society Newsletter No 25 (December I 980) 

David Syrr;on8fi recent  a r t i c l e  on ' ~ a t i o n a l i s i n ~  P lan t  Col lec t ing  F ie ld  T r i p s v  
(A,s,B,s, ~ e w s l e € t e r , 2 4 : l l )  has  prompted me ta express my views on two o ther  
aspec ts  of p l an t  c a l l e c t i n g  - the  F i e l d  Label and Col lec t ing  Techniques, 

I have deed contir!ually f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  l ack  of adequate f i e l d  information 
recorded on much of t h e  Herbarium mater ia l  of the  genus ~ r o s t a n t h e r a ~ ~ f  course,we 
have a l l  been g u i l t y r a t  some time o r  o the r  of not recording adequatg f i e l d  

' 

information,This o f t en  r e s u l t s  from occasional  l a p s e s  i n t o  l a z i q e s s l l a c k - o f  t i m e ,  - 
o r  ignorance as t o  what i s ' r e q u i r e d  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  p l an t  group6~qwever,I  a l s o  
guspect t h a t  i n  some >c;ases, the  l a c k  of f i e l d  information on ~ e r b g r i ~ r n  l a b e l s  is 

'got  s o  much an  accideri ta l  omiss&an,as i t  i s  a habit,Rlthough i t  is annoying,one 
can forgive e a r l y  c o l ~ e c ~ o r s , ~ ~ o w e v e ~  t h e r e  a r e  f a r  too  many recen t  c o l l e c t i o n s  
with only meagre f i e l d  labels ,Frequent ly t h e  only information given is l i m i t e d  t o  

inumber (not gZways given!) ,date  and locality,Although I h e s i t a t e  t o  , c r i t i c i s e  t h e  
l eng th  of the ,d ,escr ip t ion  and t h e  l e v e l  of accuracy. o f t o a  seen i n  t h e  c i t a t i o n  of 
t h e  l o c a l i t y  (occas iona l ly , l a t i t udes  and l o n g i t i d e s  even' t o  the  neares t  second! f 
i t  seems t o  be c lose  t o  u s e l e s s  information i f  the. rnonographer does pot have t h e  
funds and/or time t o  v i s i t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  locality.Furthermore,if  adequate f i e l d  
informatioq hail been r ecorded , i t  may not have been even necessary f o r  t h e  monog- 
rapher t o  v i s i t  , tha t  p a r t i c u l a r  locdljtymHowever,my reason fop w r i t i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  

.$ is not t o  c r i t i o i s e  t h e  information given,but r a t h e r  t o  d ~ a w  a t t e n t f o  40 t h e  l a c k ,  
I * * I  of information, 

Natura l ly , the  information requi red  v a r i e s , t o  a c e r t a i n  extent , f rsm one p lan t  
group t o  a~~ther,However,irrcspective of the  p lan t  group,there is one b a s i c  ru l e :  

RECORD EVERYTHING THAT MAY NOT or  CAN NOT BE ADEQUATELY PRESERVED ON' ~IERBARIUM 
MRTE17IAL, 

1,Habitat: --- t h e  h e r b a r i u ~ ~ s ~ e c i m e n  cannot give any information pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  q r  composition.of the  p l an t  community from which' t he  sample w a s  collecte 'd,  
A t  l e a s t , t h e  c6mnon sp&cires should be l i s t e d , I f  t h e r e  a r e  seve ra l  l e v e l g  i n  t h e  
community,then the most cormon from-each sliould be l i s t e d .  

A b r i e f  desc r ip t ion  of t h e  s o i l  and rock t y p e d ( i f  known) should be given,^ 
A statement on the  frequency is a l s o  usefu1,Since i t  i n d i c a t e s  how important t h e  

plant  spec ie s  is i n  the  com~iunity, 
Frequent ly, the spec ie s  being co l l ec t ed  is assoc ia ted  with c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  

environment ,For example, one Caxon of -- Pr os tan thera  ----- i n  t h e  Gawler Ranges (6 ,Aus t ) 
appears t o  always occur a t  an a l t i t u d e  h ighe r . than  t h a t  of Dodo,naea,Although t h i s  
had been apparent ly not iced  by some c o l l c c t o r s , i t  had not been recorded on any . 

, 
f i e l d  l a b e l s  t h a t  I have seen, . ' ' ' 

2,Habit - : un les s  the  e n t i r e  p l an t  is co l l ec t ed  (small  he rbs ) , the  hekbarium specimen 
cannot sup$ly information Gn, the  ,$hape of t h e  f o l i a g e  (crown i n  t r e e s )  , t he  type 
and degree bf branching (wl i~kher~  open spreading shrub or  a dense compact shrub) ,  
or  even how l a r g e  i t  is,The l e n g t h  o'f the  bole and t h e  diameter at  brennt h c i ~ h t  
(d,b,h,)of a t r e e , p l u s  t h e  o v e r a l l  he ight  w i l l  aZ3.o~ t h e  Monogxapher f o estsmate 
t h e  age of - the pl-arit at t h e  t i m f  of col lee%ipp,  .. , I )  

-1 i I 

3 
4 I 

I. _ 6 I, 
Both t h e  above points.(,?'  and 2)"cannot;  be - in 'd lndod4 i th  t h e  herbarium specimen. 

The following poip-is can be  included with , t h e  Bpe'eimerl ar they may h e  preserved . 
. , 

along with most of t h e  s ~ r u c t u r e t o f  !he plant .  

3.Description of t h e  wobd and bark should be includ&d'for tkees  and t h e  Larger * 

woody shrubs,A wood aT'd bark sample should be col lected,enSuring t h a t  at l e a s t  a -  
s m a l l  sample is included w i t h  each duplicate.Rernember,wo~d and bark samples ape 
r a r e l y  s e n t  on loan  t o  810nographers~ 
4, The -- colour  of the  flower should always be recorded,Frequently,the colour of the  
flowers is not recorded even f o r  spec ie s  which have i 9 s h o ~ y P 9  fLowersoI had t a  r e -  
c o l l e c t  one new spec ie s  of Pros tan thera  -- - s o  t h a t  I could include t h e  colour of the 
flower i n  t h e  descr ipt ion,This  new taxon had been co l l ec t ed  s e v e r a l  t imes b e f w e -  
Colour is f requent ly  not preserved accurately,For example,the c o r o l l a  of many r e d  
flowered Prosta,n.hera spec ie s  t u r n  blue-green when pressed and dried,while  t h e  
blue-green ones may appear maroon i n  herbarium materia1.A few yellow flowered forms 
turn  blue-green when dried,  

Since the  colour p a t t e r n s  a r e  q u i t e  complicated i n  Prostanthera,more d e t a i l e d  
information concerning colour  is p re fe rab le  t o  merely s t a t i n g  whether t h e  specimen 
has , for  example,blue or  r ed  f lowersoI  would l i k e  t o  know: 

(a) t h e  colour  of t h e  calyx (when i n  f r u i t , a s  w e l l  as i n  flower i f  both are 
p resen t )  ; 

(b)  t h e  co laur  of t h e  ou te r  su r face  of t h e  co ro l l a ;  
f c )  t h e  colour  of t h e  inne r  su r face  and whether t h e r e  a r e  any markings present  

(such as dots  and otllcr p o l l i n a t i o n  guides) 
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