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from the wild.
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NEWSLETTER FORMAT

You will already have noticed that the Newsletter has
changed. For starters, this is the first Prostanthera
and Westringia Newsletter. Secondly, Brian and I thought
that we should be producing a Newsletter that every
member could be proud of. We know that all of you have
something special to contribute, so why not have a
special Newsletter!

There will be regular segments which we would like you
to consider contibuting to. These are: IN THE BACKYARD
~ which will deal with the cultivation of Prostanthera
and Westringia; UNDER THE LENS - scientific
descriptions, information on habitat and distributional
information. It is hoped that all species which are
included in this section will be illustrated; FIELD
TRIPS - tell us where you have been and what you have
seen; CORRESPONDENCE - Brian receives an incredible
amount of fan mail on Prostanthera and related genera.
Your ideas and questions are of interest to all members,




so this segment is where we can air your views and
worries; PERSONNEL NEWS - this segment will cover all
the news items about our members.

But, you want to write an article which does not fit
into any of the above segments! Naturally, there is a
need to cover all types of topics, so keep writing! We
will gladly include your article.

Xkkkxk

cross, as I brush passed
MY LOVE AFFAIR WITH MINTS them on one of my paths in
the garden is enough still
Roger Bagley to give me sufficient
Blaxland stimulus to write about
this beautifully
fascinating genus of very

Having first told Australian bush plants.
Brian in springtime when There was a time,
all the mints were out in about fifteen years ago
glorious array this season, when I thought very little
after the abundant August of this genus, probably
rains, that I would write regarding them as rather
an article on my experience non-descript, and perhaps a
with them, here I am in little scruffy. They may
summer finally doing so. have even seemed to me to

But, no matter, the be exotics, as the few I
spicy scent of Prostanthera saw were P. ovalifolia in
sieberi, as 1 play water on general garden settings in
it from the hose on a hot suburbia, which lacked the
day or the pleasantly overall Australian flavour
unique aroma of a P. without the overhead canopy
discolor or a P. of gums, etc.

lanceolata-P. ovalifolia
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This was a time when I
was just getting interested
in natives, having built up
a fairly nice, mainly
exotic garden in Sydney.
So, after moving here to
the lower Blue Mountains,
13 years ago, I began
planting a garden that was
more in harmony with the
local environment.

My first objective was
to get some quick and large
growing trees and shrubs
growing, mainly for
privacy, shade and general
aesthetics. For these I
used lemon scented gums,
pink flowering ironbarks,
various Acacias, Hakeas and
Callistemons. These all
flourished as they should,
being very hardy, but
something was happening as
the garden evolved over the
years. I was finding that
no longer would the smaller
sun loving shrubs and
ground covers thrive in the
ever increasing shade.

They became drawn in growth
and less floriferous as
time went on.

It was about this time
that I went down to our
local S.G.A.P. plant
reserve at Glenbrook, new
member as I was, and sought
advice as to what would
grow for me. I was
fortunate on this day to
meet a very dedicated
wildflower grower by the
name of Ruth, who was
working there. She soon
presented me with a
shortlist of plants that
would do well under my
conditions. In addition to

Chorizema, Bauera and
Thomasia, there was, of
course, Prostanthera.

After procuring
specimens of all of these
and planting them, I
observed that by far the
easiest, quickest and most
reliable to grow were the
Prostantheras. The species
used were P. ovalifolia, P.
rotundifolia and P. nivea
var Induta. This ease of
cultivation led to more
species and varieties which
also grew well and flowered
in a glorious array of
shades of purple, mauve,
lilac, white, and other
colours. They so lit up my
tree studded garden that my
love affair with mints had
begun.

It is fortunate that
there are other mint ‘nuts’
in our branch at Glenbrook
and by swapping cuttings
and plants, I have now a
fairly good collection
which is always increasing,
in spite of the fact that
many are not very long
lived. However, I still
have my original P. nivea
var. Induta and some P.
rotundifolia surviving.

One of the joys of
cultivating mints, apart
from the look of
naturalness they give as an
understorey, is the purple
colour contrast they give
to most other natives.
Coming as they do in a
succession, beginning with
the reds of Grevilleas in
late winter, then wattles
giving way to the pinks of
the Boronias and purples of




the mints, and finally the
reds and pinks of the
Callistemons, the full
spectrum of colour is
represented. Uplifting,
also, is the effect of the
pale mauves, such as PF.
baxteri and PFP.
prunelloides, and the
whites, such as PFP. nivea
var. induta and P.
lasianthos in the shady
nooks and crannies of the
garden and against the
south wall of the house.
Added to the above
qualities, there is the
previously mentioned aromas
which come in many forms
and can be enjoyed at any
time of the year. It is no
wonder why the mintbushes
have endeared themselves to
so many.

After being given a
copy of George Althofer’s
‘cradle of Incense’, I
found his poetic love and
enthusiasm for the mint
quite contagious and would
recommend it for anyone as
an enthusing agent.

Well, that’s enough
for my love of the
mintbushes, some other time
I would like to contribute
some notes on nmy
experiences with
propagation, cultivation,
interesting varieties,
longevity, etc. Not that I
am an expert-or anything,
and not withstanding some
of our expert members
submitting something on
gsimilar lines to stimulate
our interest and knowledge.

PROSTANTHERA COLLECTION

With the exception of a
few recognized botanic
institutions, living
collections of our genus
are not as well represented
as we would like.
Collections can be seen at:

1. Burrendong Arboretum,
Wellingtoen

2. Sid Cadwell Property,
Rylstone

3. Sylvan Grove, Picnic
Point

4. Joseph Banks Native
Plant Reserve, Sutherland
5. National Botanic
Gardens, Canberra

6. Kings Park, Perth

Following the formation
of the ILLAWARRA GREVILLEA
PARK SOCIETY, we have been
invited to be involved by
planting a selection of
suitable plants. We have
many plants in pots,
waiting for the ‘ground’
work to be finalized. If
you are interested in
helping, I will arrange a
suitable day for a visit to
the site, transporting
plant and planting. Please
help if you can. This is
too good of an opportunity
to miss - especially so
close to Sydney.

Brian Timmis
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CULTIVATION OF MINTS

Brian Timmis

As this segment will be
a regular feature in the
Newsletter, we would like
all member to write and
tell us of their successes
and failures. So that all
members can learn from the
experiences of others,
please give the following
details.
1. Species name
2. Flower colour
3. Soil type
4. Drainage & watering
5. Plant position in
garden, in relation to tree
canopy
6. Aspect
7. Age of plant
8. Pruning
9. Borer damage & other
insect attack
10. Origin of plant source.

Some gardeners regard
Prostanthera as being
unreliable. Do we give
enough consideration to the
reqirements of the plants?
We are discussing some of
the most beautiful plants
of Australia. Consider
being selective when
buying, planting and
Propagating. They do need
more consideration than is
given them. Putting them
all in full sun or all in
shade will not work.
Common sense usually

prevails, So, when
Planting, think about these
points. Your information
is really necessary. I

look forward to hearing
from you all.

X kokk

1987 SYDNEY WILDFLOWER
EXHIBITION
Castle Hill Showground

SEPTEMBER 19th & 20th, 1987

There was no
Prostanthera Study Group
display at the 1988
Exhibition. The organizers
did not require actual
Study Groups, but some
rlants were needed.
Following the 1986 eye-
catching display of about
20 Prostantheras in the
main exhibit, the East
Hills S.G.A.P. Group is
mounting a super
Prostanthera display.
Members wishing to assist,
please contact me before
AUGUST 30th.

Details of the Program

A display marquee is to
be set up on Wednesday
186th. About 300 plants to
be trucked in Thursday
17th. Plants set up Friday
18th.

Layout of Display

l. Area 15 X 3 m - end
position in marquee.

2. Railway sleepers used
for edging

3. A separate section for
maximum exposure is
propoesed for aromatic
foliage species, e.g. P.
sieberi.

4. Dense grouping for
species including seasonal




WESTRINGIA DAVIDII

Barry Conn
Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney

INTRODUCTION

Two new species of
Westringia were recently
described from the south-
eastern corner of New South
Wales (Conn 1987). Westringia
davidii is discussed in this
article. The other species,

W. saxatilis, will be
discussed in the next
Newsletter.

Westringia davidii is a
rare species which is possibly
vulnerable because it is not
included in a conservation
reserve. Now that the species
has been formally published,
it is hoped that this will
enable it to be formally
recognized by the management
authorities concerned with the
area. It is hoped that this
recognition will result in
appropriate management
procedures being implemented
which will protect the
species.

UNDER THE LENS

Etymology: The specific
epithet of this species
honours David E. Albrecht of
the National Herbarium of
Victoria who discovered this

species with M. Parris. David
has made a significant

contribution to our ,
understanding of the flora of

this relatively inaccessible
area of New South Wales. He
has found many plants which
were not known to have
occurred there.

DESCRIPTION

Westringia davidii

Shrub 0.5-2 m high.
Branches subterete;
internodes with raised ridges
from axil of leaf to next more
distal node, densely hairy;
hairs white. Leaves in whorls
of 3, spreading, abaxial
surface and petiole densely
hairy with + patent, slightly
tangled hairs, adaxial surface
very sparsely hairy,

glabrescent distally; petiole




Fig. 1. Westringia davidii. a — twig and flowers, x 1. b — detail of flower, x 3. Both from Albrecht
2413. ¢ — twig, x 1. From Albrecht 2302. d — detail of calyx, prophyll and indumentum, x
3. From Albrecht 2413.




1-2 mm long; lamina ovate
to obovate, 7-20 mm long,
5-8 mm wide, base cuneate,
margin entire and recurved,
apex shortly mucronate.
Inflorescence a leafy
racemiform conflorescence,
uniflorescence monadic, up
to c. 12-flowered {per
conflorescence]. Pedicel
1.3-2 mm long, densely
hairy: prophylls inserted
at base of calyx, linear—
ovate to 1inear—-obovate, 4~
5.5 mm long, 0.3-0.5 mm
wide, densely hairy, base
narrowly cuneate or
prophylls not constricted
at base, margin incurved,
apex tapering. Calyx
green, often appearing
whitish green because of
the white indumentum, and
lobes with purple margins
or calyx purplish
throughout; cuter surface
densely hairy; tube 2-3.3
mm long, inner surface
glabrous; lobes narrowly
triangular, 2.5-4.8 nn
long, 0.8-1 mm wide, inner
surface moderately to
densely hairy, apex
tapering. Corolla 8-12 mm
long, pale mauve, with
orange spots medially on
abaxial surface of tube and
mouth; outer surface
glabrous basally, sparsely
hairy on distal part of
tube, densely hairy on
lobes, hairs c. 0.2 nm
long, * appressed; inner
surface moderately hairy in
tube, sparsely hairy on
base of lobes; tube c. 8
tubular, dilated
in throat such that tube
appears slightly funnelform
distally; abaxial median
Jobe spathulate; 5.6-7 mm

long, 7-8 mm wide distally,
bilobed, each half of lobe-
pair perdepressed\to
depressed, ovate to obovate
and each with a * rounded
and irregular apex;

Jateral lobes oblong to
subobovate, 4.8-6 mm long,
3.4-3.9 mm wide, apex
rounded, slightly
irregular, often slightly
bilobed; adaxial median
lobe—pair very broadly
oblong, 5.2-6 mm long, c. B
mm wide, apex rounded to
subtruncate, * irregular,
bilobed. Staminal
filaments 1.7-2 mm long,
glabrous or with an
occasional hair; anthers
1-1.5 mm long. Staminodal
filaments 2.9-3.3 mm long,
hairy; staminodal lobes
white, 0.6-1 mm long.
pistil 7-8 mm long; style
c. 6-6.6 mm long, hairy;
stigma lobes up to ¢c. 0.3
mm long. Mericarps C. 1.8-

2 mm long.
Distribution

This species 1is endemic
to the South Coast region
of New South Wales.
confined to rhyolite rocky
outcrops (at altitudes of
170-500 m) on exposed sites
in Fucalyptus sieberi-E.
agglomerata woodland with
Casuarina Jittoralis,
Pultenaea villifera,
Leptospermul attenuatum,
Patersonia glabrata and
Yanthosia pilosa, OT in
more sheltered sites 1in
Acacia subtilinervis—
Melaleuca armillaris—Kunzea
ambigua dominated
shrubland, with
Lepidosperma urophorum,
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Phebalium ralstonii,
Platysace lanceolata and
Hakea dactyloides.

Notes

Although this species
has close affinities with
. fruticosa, it can be
readily distinguished from
it. #. davidii has 3
leaves per whorl, pedicels
that are 1.3-2 mm long,
prophylls that are 4-5.5 mm
long, calyx lobes longer
than the calyx tube (length
of calyx lobe to length of
calyx tube ratio 1.2-1.5)
and the indumentum is
conposed of subpatent to
subappressed, antrorse
hairs that are often
slightly tangled. H.
fruticosa has 4 or 5 leaves
per whorl, pedicels that
are about 0.5 mm long,
prophylls (2-)2.4-3 mm
long, calyx lobe less than
or up to as long as the
calyx tube (length of calyx
lobe to length of calyx
tube ratio 0.6-1) and the
indumentum is composed of
appressed, antrorse hairs.
Each species occupies a
distinct ecological niche.
#. fruticosa is a coastal
species which is usually
confined to sedimentary-
derived soils, at altitudes
up to about 33 m, whereas
#. davidii is confined to
the rhyolite outcrops of
the inland foothills at
altitudes of 170 to 500.

Branches which develop
in dense shade often have

large leaves which are
separated by long
internodes (fig. 1C). The
branches of this species
are frequently blackened by
sooty moulds, which
characteristically infect
many species of Westringia.

This species has
considerable horticultural
potential and has readily
established at the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Melbourne
(Parris &951) and the
National Botanic Gardens,
Canberra, from ‘cutting’
material.

Conservation Status

An occasional or locally
common shrub which is
apparently restricted to
the rhyolite outcrops in
the Nullica & Gnupa State
Forests of New South Wales
(Fig 2) —-Risk Code = 2V
(Leigh et al. 1981). This
species has been assigned
this rating because it only
occurs in a few specific
sites, the populations are
not included in a
conservation reserve and
present management
practices, particularly the
‘*fuel-reduction’ burning
practices, make this a
vulnerable species. The
distribution of the known
populations are shown in
figure 2B. Each population
is numbered according to an
Albrecht collection number,
except for populations ‘A’
& ‘B’which are unvouchered
sight records (Albrecht,
pers. comm.). The largest
known population is 2700
with about 1000 plants.

i1
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boundary of the rhyolite is marked by horizontal lines.
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Although all of the other
populations are much
smaller than 2700, the
species is relatively
widespread and common in
populations 2413, 2414,
2424 and 2496. Populations
2302, 2401, 2402, 2425 and
2657 are smaller than the
previous populations, with
fewer plants confined to
very localized areas.
Occasional plants are
scattered throughout
population ‘A’, whereas
only one plant was observed
in population ‘B’.

REFERENCES

Conn, B.J. (1887). Two new
species of HWestringia
(Labiatae) from New South
Wales. Muelleria 6(5):
312-328.

Leigh, J. et al. (1981).
"Rare or threatened
Australian plants”.
Austral. Natl Parks &
wildlife Serv. Special
Publ. 7. (Commonwealth of
Australia: [Canberral).
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PROSTANTHERA CARRICKIANA

Barry Conn
Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney

I recently described
Prostanthera carrickiana
for a new Western
Australian species of
Prostanthera section
klanderia (Labiatae) (refer
Conn 1987). The specific
epithet honours John
Carrick whose principal
research interest was
directed towards a revision
of the Prostantheroideae
until his untimely death in
1978. John, who originally
came from Scotland, spent
many years in Asia, before
taking up a position at the
State Herbarium of South
Australia in 1968. His
contribution to the
botanical content of George
Althofer’s ‘Cradle of
Incense’ is considerable.
In particular, the key to
the species of Prostanthera
is our first and sometimes,
only hope to identify these
plants. For brief
biographies of J. Carrick
refer Anonymous (1979) and
Henderson (1978).

INTRODUCTION

A study of the flora
of the eastern Roe
botanical district by M.
Burgman revealed the
presence of a new Western
Australian species of

13




Prostanthera Labill.
section Klanderia (F.v.
Muell.) Benth. Although
Burgman collected this new
species in 1983, I-was
unaware of its discovery
prior to the publication of
my recent revision of this
section (Conn 1984).

DESCRIPTION

Prostanthera carrickiana

Erect shrub, c. 0.5 m

high. +

densely hairy from within
each leaf axil to the next
more distal node. Leaves
glabrous; petiole 0.7-1 mm
long; lamina elliptic, 13-
14 x 5.5-8 mm, base
subacute, margin entire,
apex subacute.
Inflorescence a leafy
racemiform conflorescence,
uniflorescences monadic;
2-g-flowered [per
conflorescence]. Pedicel
2.5-2.8 mm long, glabrous;
prophylls narrowly obovate,
2.3-3 x 0.8-0.9 mm,
glabrous. Calyx 6.5-7.5 mm
long, green, outer surface
glabrous, inner surface
glabrous except densely
hairy near base of lobes;
tube 4.5-6 mm long; lobes
depressed triangular, c. 2
mm long, 3.5-4 mm wide,
apex obtuse. Corolla 23-26
mm long, pinkish—red;

outer surface glabrous
basally, moderately to
densely hairy distally;
tube 13-15 mm long, inner
surface glabrous; abaxial
median lobe very broadly
ovate, concave, 2.5-3.5 mm

3.4-4 mm wide;
Jateral lobes depressed
ovate to very broadly

long,

ovate, 1.5-2 mm long, 2.3-4
mm wide; adaxial median
lobe-pair depressed ovate
to very broadly ovate, 6-
6.5 mm long, 8-9.8 mm wide,
margin entire or slightly
irregular, apex bilobed.
Stamens with filaments c. 9
mm long, glabrous; anthers
2-2.5 mm long; appendage
absent. Pistil 23-26 mm
long; style 22-25 mm long.
Mericarps not seen.

DISTRIBUTION

This species is only
known from 0.5 km East of
Clyde Hill, in the South-
West of Western Australia.
It occurs in a Mallee
community with a low shrub
understorey in greyish-
brown sandy clay soils
(Burgman 1193 - type
specimen).

Burgman (1985, p- 278)
believed that this new
species ‘should be
considered endangered’
since it is only known from
an area which is being
developed for agricultural
purposes - Risk Code = 1 or
2E (Leigh et al. 1981).
Burgman suggested that
another collection (namely,
Smolinski s.n., s. dat.,
1.5 km NE. of Clyde Hill)
also belongs to this taxon.
Since I have not examined
this specimen, I am unable
to comment on its identity.

14



Fig. 1. Prostanthera carrickiana. a — twig and flowers, x 1. b — flower, x 2. ¢ — stamen, dorsal
view, x 12. d — stamen, ventral view, x 12. All from Burgman (& McNee) 1193.
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NOTES

The ‘key to species’
in Conn (1984, p. 288)
should be changed so that
this species is included.

Couplet 2 should read:

2. Leaves §-13 mm wide
(New South Wales, Western
Australia, Victoria)
.......... 15
2p., Leaves up to 2.5 nnm
wide (Western Australia)

.........

-------------------

and the following couplet
should be inserted:

15a. Leaves 15-50 mm long,
corolla 30-35 mm long,
prophylls 10-18 mm long

(New South Wales, Victoria)
........ 13. P. monticola
15b. Leaves 13-14 mm long,

corolla 23-26 mm long,
prophylls 9.3-3 mm long
(Western Australia)

........... p. carrickiana
Please Note: Couplet 2a in
Conn (1984, P- 288) states
¢Leaves 5-13 mm long ... -
This is a typographical
error which should be
corrected to tLeaves 5-13
mm wide ',

The stamens appear to
be inserted about 12 mm
above the base of the
corolla. Actually, the
stamens and corolla are
joined for about 12 mm
above the base of corolla
because the staminal
filaments are clearly
distinct (slightly raised

16

beyond the corolla surface)
for most of their\length

RELATIONSHIPS

The affinities of this
new species are unclear.
Considering all the species
of Prostanthera section
Klanderia, the relatively
broad leaves of P.
carrickiana are reminescent
of P. monticola and P.
porcata of south—eastern
Australia. There does not
appear to be a close
relationship with any of
the Western Australian
speciles of section
Klanderia or with those of
section Prostanthera.

REFERENCES
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PROSTANTHERA - LOCALITIES &
HABITATS

Robert Miller
Picnic Point

MINTS OF THE BLUE
MOUNTAINS.

PART 1:

The following is an
edited transcript of part
of the talk which was given
to the May 1987 meeting of
the EAST HILLS S.G.A.P.
Since this talk is the
result of many field trips,
it is included in this
segment of the Newsletter.
The remainder of the talk
will be presented in future
ijssues of the Newsletter.

Editors.
Xk kX

My interest in mint
bushes first stemmed from
the frustration of trying
to identify the ones at
Sylvan Grove. Everytime we
referred to a book or other
sort of reference, we would
look at a picture in one
book then see a picture of

FIELD TRIPS

what looked the same in
another book, but they had
conflicting names. We
would buy a Prostanthera
from one nursery, while
anpother nursery was selling
a totally different plant
under the same name. We
would send a herbarium
specimen into the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Sydney,
and the specimen would be
returned with the comment
that the genus was under
revision. 1 was soon made
aware that the only way I
was going to jdentify mint
bushes was to go out and
find locatities where a
particular species was
supposed to grow and
collect it myself.
method, I would know
exactly what was a given
species.

The object of the this
talk is to show you where
mint bushes grow in the
wild and to show you some
of the spectacular scenery
that goes hand in hand with
looking for Prostantheras.

Vera Falls is the name
given to the bottom section
of the two tiered Wentworth
Falls. In the rainforest

By this
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and areas below there,
grows the large leaf form
of P. incana. There is
another species in the
area. If you take the
track down from the
lookout, you will find such
interesting plants as
Microstrobus fitzgeraldii
(a rare Australian conifer)
and P. lIinearis.

In the higher areas, in
the basalt caps, such as Mt
Tomah, Mt Wilson and Mt
Banks (in some parts) you
will find P. lasianthos,
the Victorian Christmas
Bush. This plant can reach
up to 7 or S metres,
although there are dwarf
forms in the exposed areas
which only reach up to 2
metres in height. This
variable species has pink
flowered forms as well as
white and mauve. As you
can see, it is very
spectacular when in flower.
As the vernacular name
implies, it flowers at
Christmas time.

Higher in the Blue
Mountains, on the track to
Mt Hay there is another
spot of P. linearis. The
rock formation around Mt

Banks is the home of one of
the forms of P. caerulea.
This area is very windswept
and cold (snow!). Here, P.
caerulea is a very compact
plant with thick leathery
leaves, with blue-purple
flowers. The form that
grows at Mt Wilsom has a
much more serrated leaf,
with a lot paler flowers
and it grows to about 2
metres.

Further along the Blue
Mountains, past Lithgow, up
in the Great Dividing Range
is a place called Pearson’s
Lookout which overlooks
Pantoney’s Crown. A
spectacular sight, the
range in the background is
Red Rocks which stretches
back to Glen Davis. At
Pantoney’s Crown, on the
ridges is a possibly
unnamed species of mint
bush which is allied to PFP.
saxicola.
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Dear Brianm ....

‘1 seem to have more
failures than success with
Prostantheras, and come to
the conclusion that the
problem was the local soil.
So I now grow & 1ot of
things in pots, including
Prostantheras.

1 am waiting for P.
magnifica to flower. I am
particularly pleased about
this one, as it was given
to me only as a small
flowering sprig. I used it
as a cutting and it took
roots, much to my delight.’

J. Strong
Caves Beach, NSW.
%k kX

t7've spent days in the
Brundah Hills checking
colour forms and flower
size [of PFP. ovalifolial. 1
could not find the good
deep pink or the good white
form, but maybe next year
as there is a lot of small
plants coming on.

tThe mint bushes I have
in the garden are P, nivea
var. induta, P.
scutellarioides, P.
melissifolia (purple &

pink), F. microphylla [= P.
serpyllifolia subsp.
microphyllal, F.
rotundifolia (pink, purple,

mauve), F. aspa]athoides
(red & yellow), F. saxicola
var. montana, F. densa, FP.
teretifolia, P. hirtula, P.
‘gilesii’, FP. magnifica
{pale colour), F.
lasianthos, P. cineolifera,
pP. ovalifolia, P.
cryptandroides, P.
‘rylstone’. Most of the
mint bushes I have came
from Peter Althofer, Brian
Parry and Brian Waters,
except our "grundah
ovalifolias".’

and in later correspondence

¢« .. we covered Brundah
from one end to the other.
We picked out the best
colour forms of F.
ovalifolia, tagged them and
cut a few T like the
good deep pink, it is a big
shrub about 15 X 10 feet.
Wwe found it in 3 gully
where we usually do not go

I followed all the
gullies and ridges until
the colour changed to just
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purple. The different
colours are found only in
the one small area.’

N. & S. Cartwright
Grenfell, NSW
XXk XX

‘I have tried to strike
or germinate P. lasianthos
locally or from the north-
east [of Victoria] with
very little success,
although most of the
species I have bought
strike fairly easily.
However, last easter, I
collected some P.
lasianthos from near Lakes
Entrance (Victoria),
looking extremely tired, as
we had a long dry late
summer and autumn. This
one has given a very high
success rate. I wondered
if it had something to do
with the long inactivity of
the plant?’

B.N. Buchanan
Kallista, Vic.

[An easy way to grow PF.
lasianthos is to let the
birds do it for you. I
used to live in Boronia,
Victoria, before shifting
to Sydney. Two plants of
P. lasianthos grew in my
garden from seeds deposited
by grass parrots! - Barry
Conn]

Xk Xk

*The climatic conditions
in the Bendigo area are a
fairly hot summer with days

frequently around 30°C. An
average rainfall of about
500 mm falling mostly in
winter. Frost are common
during winter and early
spring. The soils are clay
loams derived from
sedimentary rocks.

‘There are three
Prostantheras growing
naturally in the area: P.
aspalathoides (red flowers)
growing in soils containing
ironstone gravel; P.
denticulata occuring in
small areas usually on
rocky hill sides; P.
saxicola var. bracteolata -
only one small patch on a
rocky hill side.

*I have struck all three
species from cuttings
collected in the bush, with
P. aspalathoides stricking
very easily. P. saxicola
var. bracteclata was slow
to strike and then the
plants showed signs of a
soil deficiency - possibly
iron or nitrogen.

‘In our garden, we have
raised all shrubbery areas
by at least 30 cm, using a
clay loam. Gypsum was
applied at 2 kg/sq. m.
finally covered with
Eucalyptus mulch.

‘The first Prostantheras
we tried were all planted
on the south side of the
house, thinking that they
all required cool shaded
conditions. ‘But this
proved too damp with poor
drainage for P.
cryptandroides, P.
var. Induta and P.
melissifolia. Since then,
P. cryptandroides, P. nivea

and

nivea
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var. induta, P. pbaxteri and
pP. rotundifolia have been
planted out in the front
garden, shadded by a large
EFEucalyptus sideroxylon.
Though growth is slow, they
are all surviving and
flowering. Prostanthera
striatiflora is planted out
in full sun surrounded by
Eremophilas. It is very
healthy. Prostanthera
spinosa is on the west side
of the house, but getting
some protection from
Hardenbergia violacea
creeper.’

and in later correspondence

‘Most of the
Prostantheras are growing
well. P. baxteri and P.
cryptandroides, along with
P. nivea var. induta are
all growing under the
protection of some
ironbarks (Fucalyptus
sideroxylon). Earlier this
year, I put in a polypipe
micro-sprinkler system and
all plants have responded
well. P. magnifica and P.
Jasianthos have been
planted in large pots
because of lack of a
suitable position in the
garden. They are also
growing well. Only F.
striatiflora and P.
denticulata decided they
had done their bit to
brighten up our garden, and
died!

*The plants we are
growing of Westringia
crassifolia, which grows
naturally in our area,

always have some flowers on
them regardless of the
season. Westringia
longifolia has grown into a
1.5 ¥ 1.5 metre healthy
shrub with some seedlings
appearing nearby.

B. Wallace
Eaglehawk, Vic.

¥k kXK

*We have a collection of
Prostantheras here at
Points Reserve, Coleraine
(Victoria) Prostanthera
aspalathoides, P.
cryptandrojdes, P.
denticulata, P.
empetrifolia, P.
lasianthos, P. Jeichhardtii
[= P. ringens), P. nivea
(including var. induta), P.
ovalifolia, P.
rotundifolia, P. scheeli,
P. teretifolia and P.

3

"poorinda Ballerina’.

and in later
correspondence, here is an
example of the biggest
curse to all of us!

‘I’ve included a sample
of what I won in a S.G.A.P.
raffle labelled as P.
empetrifolia.’

Ww. Coe
Coleraine, Vic.

[The specimen was
Prostanthera hirtula']
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