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You will already have noticed that the Newsletter has 
changed. For starters, this is the first P r o s t a n t h e r e  
and W e s t r i n g i a  Newsletter. Secondly, Brian and I thought 
that we should be producing a Newsletter that every 
member could be proud of. We know that all of you have 
something special to contribute, so why not have a 
special Newsletter! 

There will be regular segments which we would like you 
to consider contibuting to. These are: IN THE BACKYARD 
- which will deal with the cultivation of P r o s t a n t h e r a  
and i u ' e s t r i n g i a ;  UNDER THE LENS - scientific 
descriptions, information on habitat and distributional 
information. It is hoped that all species which are 
included in this section will be illustrated; FIELD 
TRIPS - tell us where you have been and what you have 
seen; CORRESPONDENCE - Brian receives an incredible 
amount of fan mail on P r o s t a n t h e r a  and related genera. 
Your ideas and questions are of interest to all members, 



s o  t h i s  s e g m e n t  i s  w h e r e  w e  c a n  a i r  y o u r  v i e w s  a n d  
w o r r i e s ;  PERSONNEL NEWS - t h i s  s e g m e n t  w i l l  c o v e r  a l l  
t h e  news i tems a b o u t  o u r  members.  

B u t ,  you w a n t  t o  w r i t e  a n  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  d a e s  n o t  f i t  
i n t o  a n y  o f  t h e  a b o v e  s e g m e n t s !  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a 
n e e d  t o  c o v e r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  t o p i c s ,  s o  k e e p  w r i t i n g !  We 
w i l l  g l a d l y  i n c l u d e  y o u r  a r t i c l e .  

IN THE BACKYARD 

MY LOVE AFFAIR WITH MINTS 

Roger Bagley 
Blax land  

H a v i n g  f i r s t  t o l d  
B r i a n  i n  s p r i n g t i m e  when 
a l l  t h e  m i n t s  w e r e  o u t  i n  
g l o r i o u s  a r r a y  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  
a f t e r  t h e  a b u n d a n t  A u g u s t  
r a i n s ,  t h a t  I would  w r i t e  
a n  a r t i c l e  on my e x p e r i e n c e  
w i t h  them,  h e r e  I am i n  
summer f i n a l l y  d o i n g  s o .  

B u t ,  no  m a t t e r ,  t h e  
s p i c y  s c e n t  o f  Pros tan thera  
s i e b e r i ,  as I p l a y  w a t e r  on 
i t  f r o m  t h e  h o s e  on a h o t  
d a y  o r  t h e  p l e a s a n t l y  
u n i q u e  a roma  o f  a P. 
d i s c o l o r  o r  a P .  
l a n c e o l a t a - P .  o v a l i f o l i a  

c r o s s ,  a s  I b r u s h  p a s s e d  
them on o n e  o f  my p a t h s  i n  
t h e  g a r d e n  i s  enough  s t i l l  
t o  g i v e  m e  s u f f i c i e n t  
s t i m u l u s  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  
t h i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  
f a s c i n a t i n g  g e n u s  o f  v e r y  
A u s t r a l i a n  b u s h  p l a n t s .  

T h e r e  was a  t i m e ,  
a b o u t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g o  
when I t h o u g h t  v e r y  l i t t l e  
o f  t h i s  g e n u s ,  p r o b a b l y  
r e g a r d i n g  them a s  r a t h e r  
n o n - d e s c r i p t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  
l i t t l e  s c r u f f y .  They may 
h a v e  e v e n  seemed t o  m e  t o  
b e  e x o t i c s ,  a s  t h e  f e w  I 
saw were P. o v a l i f o l i a  i n  
g e n e r a l  g a r d e n  s e t t i n g s  i n  
s u b u r b i a ,  which  l a c k e d  t h e  
o v e r a l l  A u s t r a l i a n  f l a v o u r  
w i t h o u t  t h e  o v e r h e a d  c a n o p y  
o f  gums, e t c .  



T h i s  was  a t i m e  when I 
was j u s t  g e t t i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  n a t i v e s ,  h a v i n g  b u i l t  u p  
a f a i r l y  n i c e ,  m a i n l y  
e x o t i c  g a r d e n  i n  S y d n e y .  
S o ,  a f t e r  m o v i n g  h e r e  t o  
t h e  l o w e r  B l u e  M o u n t a i n s ,  
1 3  y e a r s  a g o ,  I b e g a n  
p l a n t i n g  a g a r d e n  t h a t  w a s  
m o r e  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  
l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

My f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e  w a s  
t o  g e t  some  q u i c k  a n d  l a r g e  
g r o w i n g  t rees  a n d  s h r u b s  
g r o w i n g ,  m a i n l y  f o r  
p r i v a c y ,  s h a d e  a n d  g e n e r a l  
a e s t h e t i c s .  F o r  t h e s e  I 
u s e d  l emon  s c e n t e d  gums,  
p i n k  f l o w e r i n g  i r o n b a r k s ,  
v a r i o u s  A c a c i a s ,  H a k e a s  a n d  
C a l l i s t e m o n s .  T h e s e  a l l  
f l o u r i s h e d  as  t h e y  s h o u l d ,  
b e i n g  v e r y  h a r d y ,  b u t  
s o m e t h i n g  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  as  
t h e  g a r d e n  e v o l v e d  o v e r  t h e  
y e a r s .  I was f i n d i n g  t h a t  
n o  l o n g e r  w o u l d  t h e  smal le r  
s u n  l o v i n g  s h r u b s  a n d  
g r o u n d  c o v e r s  t h r i v e  i n  t h e  
e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  s h a d e .  
They  b e c a m e  d r a w n  i n  g r o w t h  
a n d  l e s s  f l o r i f e r o u s  as  
t i m e  w e n t  o n .  

I t  w a s  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  
t h a t  I w e n t  down t o  o u r  
l o c a l  S .G.A.P .  p l a n t  
r e s e r v e  a t  G l e n b r o o k ,  new 
member as  I w a s ,  a n d  s o u g h t  
a d v i c e  as t o  w h a t  w o u l d  
grow f o r  m e .  I was  
f o r t u n a t e  o n  t h i s  d a y  t o  
meet a  v e r y  d e d i c a t e d  
w i l d f l o w e r  g r o w e r  b y  t h e  
name o f  R u t h ,  who w a s  
w o r k i n g  t h e r e .  S h e  s o o n  
p r e s e n t e d  m e  w i t h  a  
s h o r t l i s t  o f  p l a n t s  t h a t  
w o u l d  d o  w e l l  u n d e r  my 
c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

C h o r i z e m a ,  Baraera a n d  
T h o m a s i a ,  t h e r e  w a s ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  P r o s t a n t h e r a .  

After  p r o c u r i n g  
s p e c i m e n s  o f  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
a n d  p l a n t i n g  t h e m ,  I 
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  b y  f a r  t h e  
e a s i e s t ,  q u i c k e s t  a n d  m o s t  
r e l i a b l e  t o  grow were t h e  
P r o s t a n t h e r a s .  The  s p e c i e s  
u s e d  w e r e  P. o v a l i f o l i a ,  P. 
r o t u n d i f o l i a  a n d  P. n i v e a  
v a r  i n d u t a .  T h i s  e a s e  o f  
c u l t i v a t i o n  l e d  t o  m o r e  
s p e c i e s  a n d  v a r i e t i e s  w h i c h  
a l s o  g r e w  w e l l  a n d  f l o w e r e d  
i n  a g l o r i o u s  a r r a y  o f  
s h a d e s  o f  p u r p l e ,  mauve ,  
l i l a c ,  w h i t e ,  a n d  o t h e r  
c o l o u r s .  They  s o  l i t  u p  my 
t r e e  s t u d d e d  g a r d e n  t h a t  my 
l o v e  a f f a i r  w i t h  m i n t s  h a d  
b e g u n .  

I t  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  m i n t  ' n u t s y  
i n  o u r  b r a n c h  a t  G l e n b r o o k  
a n d  b y  s w a p p i n g  c u t t i n g s  
a n d  p l a n t s ,  I h a v e  now a 
f a i r l y  g o o d  c o l l e c t i o n  
w h i c h  i s  a l w a y s  i n c r e a s i n g ,  
i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
many a r e  n o t  v e r y  l o n g  
l i v e d .  However ,  I s t i l l  
h a v e  my o r i g i n a l  P. n i v e a  
v a r .  i n d u t a  a n d  some P. 
r o t u n d i f o l i a  s u r v i v i n g .  

One o f  t h e  j o y s  o f  
c u l t i v a t i n g  m i n t s ,  a p a r t  
f r o m  t h e  l o o k  o f  
n a t u r a l n e s s  t h e y  g i v e  a s  a n  
u n d e r s t o r e y ,  i s  t h e  p u r p l e  
c o l o u r  c o n t r a s t  t h e y  g i v e  
t o  m o s t  o t h e r  n a t i v e s .  
Coming a s  t h e y  d o  i n  a 
s u c c e s s i o n ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  
t h e  r e d s  o f  G r e v i l l e a s  i n  
l a t e  w i n t e r ,  t h e n  w a t t l e s  
g i v i n g  way t o  t h e  p i n k s  o f  
t h e  B o r o n i a s  a n d  p u r p l e s  of  



t h e  m i n t s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  t h e  
r e d s  a n d  p i n k s  o f  t h e  
C a l l i s t e m o n s ,  t h e  f u l l  
s p e c t r u m  o f  c o l o u r  i s  
r e p r e s e n t e d .  U p l i f t i n g ,  
a l s o ,  i s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  
p a l e  m a u v e s ,  s u c h  a s  P. 
b a x t e r i  a n d  P. 
p r u n e l l o i d e s ,  a n d  t h e  
w h i t e s ,  s u c h  as P. n i v e a  
v a r .  i n d u t a  a n d  P. 
l a s i a n t h o s  i n  t h e  s h a d y  
n o o k s  a n d  c r a n n i e s  o f  t h e  
g a r d e n  a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
s o u t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  
Added t o  t h e  a b o v e  
q u a l i t i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  a r o m a s  
w h i c h  come i n  many f o r m s  
a n d  c a n  b e  e n j o y e d  a t  a n y  
t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  I t  i s  n o  
w o n d e r  why t h e  m i n t b u s h e s  
h a v e  e n d e a r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  
s o  many.  

A f t e r  b e i n g  g i v e n  a 
c o p y  o f  G e o r g e  A l t h o f e r ' s  
' C r a d l e  o f  I n c e n s e ' ,  I 
f o u n d  h i s  p o e t i c  l o v e  a n d  
e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  m i n t  
q u i t e  c o n t a g i o u s  a n d  w o u l d  
recommend i t  f o r  a n y o n e  as 
a n  e n t h u s i n g  a g e n t .  

Well,  t h a t ' s  e n o u g h  
f o r  my l o v e  o f  t h e  
m i n t b u s h e s ,  some  o t h e r  t i m e  
I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
some  n o t e s  o n  my 
e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  
p r o p a g a t i o n ,  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  
i n t e r e s t i n g  v a r i e t i e s ,  
l o n g e v i t y ,  e t c .  Not  t h a t  I 
a m  a n  e x p e r t - o r  a n y t h i n g ,  
a n d  n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n g  some 
o f  o u r  e x p e r t  members  
s u b m i t t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  on  
s i m i l a r  l i n e s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  
o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .  

PROSTANTHERA COLLECTION 

W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a 
f e w  r e c o g n i z e d  b o t a n i c  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  l i v i n g  
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  o u r  g e n u s  
a r e  n o t  a s  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  
a s  we w o u l d  l i k e .  
C o l l e c t i o n s  c a n  b e  s e e n  a t :  

1. B u r r e n d o n g  A r b o r e t u m ,  
W e l l i n g t o n  
2 .  S i d  C a d w e l l  P r o p e r t y ,  
R y l s t o n e  
3 .  S y l v a n  G r o v e ,  P i c n i c  
P o i n t  
4 .  J o s e p h  B a n k s  N a t i v e  
P l a n t  R e s e r v e ,  S u t h e r l a n d  
5 .  N a t i o n a l  B o t a n i c  
G a r d e n s ,  C a n b e r r a  
6 .  K i n g s  P a r k ,  P e r t h  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  t h e  I L L A W A R R A  GREVILLEA 
PARK SOCIETY, w e  h a v e  b e e n  
i n v i t e d  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  b y  
p l a n t i n g  a s e l e c t i o n  o f  
s u i t a b l e  p l a n t s .  We h a v e  
many p l a n t s  i n  p o t s ,  
w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  ' g r o u n d '  
work  t o  b e  f i n a l i z e d .  If  
y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
h e l p i n g ,  I w i l l  a r r a n g e  a 
s u i t a b l e  d a y  f o r  a  v i s i t  t o  
t h e  s i t e ,  t r a n s p o r t i n g  
p l a n t  a n d  p l a n t i n g .  P l e a s e  
h e l p  i f  y o u  c a n .  T h i s  i s  
t o o  good  o f  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  m i s s  - e s p e c i a l l y  s o  
c l o s e  t o  S y d n e y .  

B r i a n  Timmis 



C U L T I V A T I O N  O F  MINTS 

~ r i a n  Timmis  

A s  t h i s  s e g m e n t  w i l l  b e  
a  r e g u l a r  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  
N e w s l e t t e r ,  we w o u l d  l i k e  
a l l  member t o  w r i t e  a n d  
t e l l  u s  o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  
a n d  f a i l u r e s .  S o  t h a t  a11 
members  c a n  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  o t h e r s ,  
p l e a s e  g i v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
d e t a i l s .  
1. S p e c i e s  name 
2 .  F l o w e r  c o l o u r  
3.  S o i l  t y p e  
4 .  D r a i n a g e  & w a t e r i n g  
5 .  P l a n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  
g a r d e n ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t r e e  
c a n o p y  
6 .  A s p e c t  
7 .  Age o f  p l a n t  
8. P r u n i n g  
9 .  B o r e r  damage  & o t h e r  
i n s e c t  a t t a c k  
1 0 .  O r i g i n  o f  p l a n t  s o u r c e .  

Some g a r d e n e r s  r e g a r d  
Pros tan t h e r a  as b e i n g  
u n r e l i a b l e .  Do w e  g i v e  
e n o u g h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e q i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p l a n t s ?  
We a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  some o f  
t h e  mos t  b e a u t i f u l  p l a n t s  
o f  A u s t r a l i a .  C o n s i d e r  
b e i n g  s e l e c t i v e  when 
b u y i n g ,  p l a n t i n g  a n d  
p r o p a g a t i n g .  T h e y  d o  n e e d  
more  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a n  is  
g i v e n  them.  P u t t i n g  them 
a l l  i n  f u l l  s u n  o r  a l l  i n  
s h a d e  w i l l  n o t  w o r k .  
Common s e n s e  u s u a l l y  
p r e v a i l s .  S o ,  when 
p l a n t i n g ,  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e s e  
p o i n t s .  Your  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i s  r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y .  I 
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  
f rom you a l l .  

1987 SYDNEY WILDFLOWER 
EXHIBITION 

C a s t l e  H i l l  S h o w g r o u n d  

SEPTEMBER 1 9 t h  & 2 0 t h ,  1987 

T h e r e  w a s  n o  
P r o s t a n t h e r a  S t u d y  G r o u p  
d i s p l a y  a t  t h e  1 9 8 6  
E x h i b i t i o n .  T h e  o r g a n i z e r s  
d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  a c t u a l  
S t u d y  G r o u p s ,  b u t  some 
p l a n t s  w e r e  n e e d e d .  
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  1 9 8 6  e y e -  
c a t c h i n g  d i s p l a y  o f  a b o u t  
20  P r o s t a n t h e r a s  i n  t h e  
m a i n  e x h i b i t ,  t h e  E a s t  
H i l l s  S.G.A.P. G r o u p  i s  
m o u n t i n g  a s u p e r  
Prostanthera d i s p l a y .  
Members w i s h i n g  t o  a s s i s t ,  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  b e f o r e  
AUGUST 3 0 t h .  

Deta i l s  of t h e  P r o g r a m  

A d i s p l a y  m a r q u e e  i s  t o  
b e  s e t  u p  on  Wednesday  
1 6 t h .  A b o u t  3 0 0  p l a n t s  t o  
b e  t r u c k e d  i n  T h u r s d a y  
1 7 t h .  P l a n t s  s e t  u p  F r i d a y  
1 8 t h .  

L a y o u t  o f  D i s p l a y  

1. A r e a  1 5  X 3 m - e n d  
p o s i t i o n  i n  m a r q u e e .  
2 .  R a i l w a y  s l e e p e r s  u s e d  
f o r  e d g i n g  
3 .  A s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n  f o r  
maximum e x p o s u r e  i s  
p r o p o s e d  f o r  a r o m a t i c  
f o l i a g e  s p e c i e s ,  e . g .  P. 
sieberi. 
4 .  D e n s e  g r o u p i n g  f o r  
s p e c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  s e a s o n a l  



UND 

WESTRIWGIA DAVID11 

B a r r y  Conn 
R o y a l  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s ,  

Sydney 

INTRODUCTION 

Two new s p e c i e s  o f  
W e s  t r i n g i a  were r e c e n t l y  
d e s c r i b e d  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h -  
e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  N e w  S o u t h  
Wales  (Conn 1 9 8 7 ) .  W e s t r i n g i a  
d a v i d i i  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  
a r t i c l e .  The o t h e r  s p e c i e s ,  
M s a x a t i l i s ,  w i l l  b e  , 

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  
N e w s l e t t e r .  

Westringia d a v i d i i  is a 
r a r e  s p e c i e s  w h i c h  i s  p o s s i b l y  
v u l n e r a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
r e s e r v e .  Now t h a t  t h e  s p e c i e s  
h a s  b e e n  f o r m a l l y  p u b l i s h e d ,  
i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  
e n a b l e  i t  t o  b e  f o r m a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  management 
a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  
a r e a .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  
r e c o g n i t i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  management 
p r o c e d u r e s  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  
w h i c h  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  
s p e c i e s .  

THE 

Etymology :  The s p e c i f i c  
e p i t h e t  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  
h o n o u r s  D a v i d  E .  A l b r e c h t  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  H e r b a r i u m  o f  
V i c t o r i a  who d i s c o v e r e d  t h i s  
s p e c i e s  w i t h  M .  P a r r i s .  D a v i d  
h a s  made a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o u r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f l o r a  o f  
t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  
a r e a  o f  N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s .  H e  
h a s  f o u n d  many p l a n t s  w h i c h  
w e r e  n o t  known t o  h a v e  
o c c u r r e d  t h e r e .  

DESCRIPTION 

W e s t r i n g i a  d a v i d i i  

S h r u b  0 .5-2  m h i g h .  
B r a n c h e s  s u b t e r e t e ;  
i n t e r n o d e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  r i d g e s  
f r o m  a x i l  o f  l e a f  t o  n e x t  more  
d i s t a l  n o d e ,  d e n s e l y  h a i r y ;  
h a i r s  w h i t e .  L e a v e s  i n  w h o r l s  
o f  3 ,  s p r e a d i n g ,  a b a x i a l  
s u r f a c e  and  p e t i o l e  d e n s e l y  
h a i r y  w i t h  + p a t e n t ,  s l i g h t l y  
t a n g l e d  h a i r s ,  a d a x i a l  s u r f a c e  
v e r y  s p a r s e l y  h a i r y ,  
g l a b r e s c e n t  d i s t a l l y ;  p e t i o l e  



Fig. 1 .  Westringia davidii. a - twig and flowers, x 1.  b - detail of flower, x 3. Both from Albrecht 
2413. c - twig, x 1. From Albrecht 2302. d - detail of calyx, prophyll and indumentum, x 
3. From Albrecht 2413. 



1-2 mm l o n g ;  l a m i n a  o v a t e  
t o  o b o v a t e ,  7-20 mm l o n g ,  
5-8 mm w i d e ,  b a s e  c u n e a t e ,  
m a r g i n  e n t i r e  a n d  r e c u r v e d ,  
a p e x  s h o r t l y  m u c r o n a t e .  
I n f l o r e s c e n c e  a  l e a f y  
r a c e m i f o r m  c o n f l o r e s c e n c e ,  
u n i f l o r e s c e n c e  m o n a d i c ,  up  
t o  c .  1 2 - f l o w e r e d  [ p e r  
c o n f l o r e s c e n c e ] .  P e d i c e l  
1 .3 -2  mm l o n g ,  d e n s e l y  
h a i r y ;  p r o p h y l l s  i n s e r t e d  
a t  b a s e  o f  c a l y x ,  l i n e a r -  
o v a t e  t o  l i n e a r - o b o v a t e ,  4- 
5 . 5  mm l o n g ,  0 . 3 - 0 . 5  mm 
w i d e ,  d e n s e l y  h a i r y ,  b a s e  
n a r r o w l y  c u n e a t e  o r  
p r o p h y l l s  n o t  c o n s t r i c t e d  
a t  b a s e ,  m a r g i n  i n c u r v e d ,  
a p e x  t a p e r i n g .  C a l y x  
g r e e n ,  o f t e n  a p p e a r i n g  
w h i t i s h  g r e e n  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  w h i t e  indumentum,  a n d  
l o b e s  w i t h  p u r p l e  m a r g i n s  
o r  c a l y x  p u r p l i s h  
t h r o u g h o u t ;  o u t e r  s u r f a c e  
d e n s e l y  h a i r y ;  t u b e  2 - 3 . 3  
mm l o n g ,  i n n e r  s u r f a c e  
g l a b r o u s ;  l o b e s  n a r r o w l y  
t r i a n g u l a r ,  2 . 5 - 4 . 8  mm 
l o n g ,  0 . 8 - 1  mm w i d e ,  i n n e r  
s u r f a c e  m o d e r a t e l y  t o  
d e n s e l y  h a i r y ,  a p e x  
t a p e r i n g .  C o r o l l a  8-12 mm 
l o n g ,  p a l e  mauve,  w i t h  
o r a n g e  s p o t s  m e d i a l l y  on 
a b a x i a l  s u r f a c e  o f  t u b e  a n d  
mouth ;  o u t e r  s u r f a c e  
g l a b r o u s  b a s a l l y ,  s p a r s e l y  
h a i r y  on d i s t a l  p a r t  o f  
t u b e ,  d e n s e l y  h a i r y  on 
l o b e s ,  h a i r s  ' c .  0 . 2  mm 
l o n g ,  + a p p r e s s e d ;  i n n e r  
s u r f a c e  m o d e r a t e l y  h a i r y  i n  
t u b e ,  s p a r s e l y  h a i r y  on 
b a s e  of  l o b e s ;  t u b e  c .  8 
mm l o n g ,  t u b u l a r ,  d i l a t e d  
i n  t h r o a t  s u c h  t h a t  t u b e  
a p p e a r s  s l i g h t l y  f u n n e l f o r m  
d i s t a l l y ;  a b a x i a l  med ian  
l o b e  s p a t h u l a t e ,  5 . 6 - 7  mm 

l o n g ,  7-8 mm w i d e  d i s t a l l y ,  
b i l o b e d ,  e a c h  h a l f  o f  l o b e -  
p a i r  p e r d e p r e s s e d  _ t o  
d e p r e s s e d ,  o v a t e  t o  o b o v a t e  
and  e a c h  w i t h  a  + r o u n d e d  
a n d  i r r e g u l a r  a p e x ;  
l a t e r a l  l o b e s  o b l o n g  t o  
s u b o b o v a t e ,  4 .8-6  mm l o n g ,  
3 . 4 - 3 . 9  mm w i d e ,  a p e x  
r o u n d e d ,  s l i g h t l y  
i r r e g u l a r ,  o f t e n  s l i g h t l y  
b i l o b e d ;  a d a x i a l  m e d i a n  
l o b e - p a i r  v e r y  b r o a d l y  
o b l o n g ,  5 . 2 - 6  mm l o n g ,  c .  6  
mm w i d e ,  a p e x  r o u n d e d  t o  
s u b t r u n c a t e ,  + i r r e g u l a r ,  
b i l o b e d .  s t a m i n e l  
f i J a m e n t s  1 . 7 - 2  mm l o n g ,  
g l a b r o u s  o r  w i t h  a n  
o c c a s i o n a l  h a i r ;  a n t h e r s  
1 - 1 . 5  mm l o n g .  S t a m i n o d a l  
f i l a m e n t s  2 . 9 - 3 . 3  mm l o n g ,  
h a i r y ;  s t a m i n o d a l  l o b e s  
w h i t e ,  0 . 6 - 1  mm l o n g .  
P i s t i l  7-8 mm l o n g ;  s t y l e  
c .  6 - 6 . 6  mm l o n g ,  h a i r y ;  
s t i g m a  l o b e s  up  t o  c .  0 . 3  
mm 1 o n g  . M e r i c a r p s  c . 1.8- 
2  mm l o n g .  

Distribution 

T h i s  s p e c i e s  is  e n d e m i c  
t o  t h e  S o u t h  C o a s t  r e g i o n  
o f  New S o u t h  W a l e s .  
C o n f i n e d  t o  r h y o l i t e  r o c k y  
o u t c r o p s  ( a t  a l t i t u d e s  o f  
170-500 m )  on e x p o s e d  s i t e s  
i n  E u c a l y p t u s  s i e b e r i - 6 .  
a g g l o m e r a t a  woodland  w i t h  
C a s u a r i n a  l i t  t o r a l i s ,  
P u l t e n a e a  v i l l i f e r s ,  
Leptospermuiv  a t  t enua tum ,  
P a t e r s o n i a  g l a b r a t a  a n d  
X a n t b o s i a  p i l o s a ,  o r  i n  
more  s h e l t e r e d  s i t e s  i n  
A c a c i a  s u b t i l i n e r v i s -  
M e l a l e u c a  a r m i l l a r i s - X u n z e a  
ambigua d o m i n a t e d  
s h r u b l a n d ,  w i t h  
L e p i  dasperma urophorum,  



Phebalium ralstonii, 
Pla tysace lanceola ta and 
Hakea dac tyloides. 

Notes 

Although this species 
has close affinities with 
W. fruuticosa, it can be 
readily distinguished from 
it. W. davidii has 3 
leaves per whorl, pedicels 
that are 1.3-2 mm long, 
prophylls that are 4-5.5 mm 
long, calyx lobes longer 
than the calyx tube (length 
of calyx lobe to length of 
calyx tube ratio 1.2-1.5) 
and the indumentum is 
composed of subpatent to 
subappressed, antrorse 
hairs that are often 
slightly tangled. W. 
fruticos& ? 3 s  4 or 5 leaves 
per whorl, pedicels that 
are about 0.5 mm long, 
prophylls (2-)2.4-3 mm 
long, calyx lobe less than 
or up to as long as the 
calyx tube (length of calyx 
lobe to length of calyx 
tube ratio 0.6-1) and the 
indumentum is composed of 
appressed, antrorse hairs. 
Each species occupies a 
distinct ecological niche. 
W. fruticosa is a coastal 
species which is usually 
confined to sedimentary- 
derived soils, at altitudes 
up to about 33 m, whereas 
W. davidii is confined to 
the rhyolite outcrops of 
the inland foothills at 
altitudes of 170 to 500. 

Branches which develop 
in dense shade often have 

large leaves which are 
separated by long 
internodes (fig. 1C). The 
branches of this species 
are frequently blackened by 
sooty moulds, which 
characteristically i-nfect 
many species of Westringia. 

This species has 
considerable horticultural 
potential and has readily 
established at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 
(Parris 8951) and the 
National Botanic Gardens, 
Canberra, from 'cutting' 
material. 

Conservation Status 

An occasional or locally 
common shrub which is 
apparently restricted to 
the rhyolite outcrops in 
the Nullica & Gnupa State 
Forests of New South Wales 
(Fig 2) -Risk Code = 2V 
(Leigh et al. 1981). This 
species has been assigned 
this rating because it only 
occurs in a few specific 
sites, the populations are 
not included in a 
conservation reserve and 
present management 
practices, particularly the 
'fuel-reduction' burning 
practices, make this a 
vulnerable species. The 
distribution of the known 
populations are shown in 
figure 2B. Each population 
is numbered according to an 
Albrecht collection number, 
except for populations 'A' 
& 'B'which are unvouchered 
sight records (Albrecht, 
pers. comm.). The largest 
known population is 2700 
with about 1000 plants. 



Fig. 2. Distribution map of Wprtringia davidii. a - insert map showing locality of area covered in Fig. 
2b. b - detailed distribution map. Populations represented py large dots and each is numbered 
with an Albrecht collection number, except for populations A' and 'B' which are unvouchered 
sight records, and population 8942 which is a Purris collection number. Settlements are rep- 
resented by small dots, major and minor roads by discontinuous lines, and the approximate 
boundary of the rhyolite is marked by horizontal lines. 



I Although all of the other 
populations are much 
smaller than 2700, the 
species is relatively 
widespread and common in 
populations 2413, 2414, 
2424 and 2496. Populations 
2302, 2401, 2402, 2425 and 
2657 are smaller than the 
previous populations, with 
fewer plants confined to 
very localized areas. 
Occasional plants are 
scattered throughout 
population 'A', whereas 
only one plant was observed 
in population 'B'. 
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PROSTANTHERA CARRICKIANA 

Barry Conn 
Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Sydney 

I recently described 
Pros tan thera carri ckiana 
for a new Western 
Australian species of 
Prostanthera section 
Klanderia (Labiatae) (refer 
Conn 1987). The specific 
epithet honours John 
Carrick whose principal 
research interest was 
directed towards a revision 
of the Prostantheroideae 
until his untimely death in 
1978. John, who originally 
came from Scotland, spent 
many years in Asia, before 
taking up a position at the 
State Herbarium of South 
Australia in 1968. His 
contribution to the 
botanical content of George 
Althofer's 'Cradle of 
Incense' is considerable. 
In particular, the key to 
the species of Prostanthera 
is our first and sometimes, 
only hope to identify these 
plants. For brief 
biographies of 3 .  Carrick 
refer Anonymous (1979) and 
Henderson (1978). 

INTRODUCTION 

A study of the flora 
of the eastern Roe 
botanical district by M. 
Burgman revealed the 
presence of a new Western 
Australian species of 



P r o s t a n t h e r a  L a b i  11. 
s e c t i o n  K l a n d e r i a  ( F . v .  
M u e l l . )  B e n t h .  A l t h o u g h  
Burgman c o l l e c t e d  t h i s  new 
s p e c i e s  i n  1983, 1, was 
u n a w a r e  o f  i t s  d i s c o v e r y  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
my r e c e n t  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  (Conn 1 9 8 4 ) .  

DESCRIPTION 

Prostanthera carrickiana 

Erec t  s h r u b ,  c .  0 . 5  m 
h i g h .  Branches  i- t e r e t e ,  
d e n s e l y  h a i r y  f r o m  w i t h i n  
e a c h  leaf  a x i l  t o  t h e  n e x t  
more  d i s t a l  n o d e .  L e a v e s  
g l a b r o u s ;  p e t i o l e  0 .7 -1  mm 
l o n g ;  l a m i n a  e l l i p t i c ,  13- 
1 4  x  5 . 5 - 8  m m ,  b a s e  
s u b a c u t e ,  m a r g i n  e n t i r e ,  
a p e x  s u b a c u t e .  
I n f l o r e s c e n c e  a l e a f y  
r a c e m i f o r m  c o n f l o r e s c e n c e ,  
u n i f l o r e s c e n c e s  m o n a d i c ;  
2 - 6 - f l o w e r e d  [ p e r  
c o n f l o r e s c e n c e ] .  P e d i c e l  
2 . 5 - 2 . 8  mm l o n g ,  g l a b r o u s ;  
p r o p h y l l s  n a r r o w l y  o b o v a t e ,  
2 . 3 - 3  x 0 . 8 - 0 . 9  m m ,  
g l a b r o u s .  C a l y x  6 . 5 - 7 . 5  mm 
l o n g ,  g r e e n ,  o u t e r  s u r f a c e  
g l a b r o u s ,  i n n e r  s u r f a c e  
g l a b r o u s  e x c e p t  d e n s e l y  
h a i r y  n e a r  b a s e  o f  l o b e s ;  
t u b e  4 . 5 - 6  mm l o n g ;  l o b e s  
d e p r e s s e d  t r i a n g u l a r ,  c .  2 
mm l o n g ,  3 . 5 - 4  mm w i d e ,  
a p e x  o b t u s e .  C o r o l l a  23-26 
mm l o n g ,  p i n k i s h - r e d ;  
o u t e r  s u r f a c e  g l a b r o u s  
b a s a l l y ,  m o d e r a t e l y  t o  
d e n s e l y  h a i r y  d i s t a l l y ;  
t u b e  13-15 mm l o n g ,  i n n e r  
s u r f a c e  g l a b r o u s ;  a b a x i a l  
m e d i a n  l o b e  v e r y  b r o a d l y  
o v a t e ,  c o n c a v e ,  2 . 5 - 3 . 5  mm 

l o n g ,  3 .4 -4  mm w i d e ;  
l a t e r a l  l o b e s  d e p r e s s e d  
o v a t e  t o  v e r y  b r o a d l y  
o v a t e ,  1 . 5 - 2  mm l o n g ,  2.3-4 
mm w i d e ;  a d a x i a l  m e d i a n  
l o b e - p a i r  d e p r e s s e - d  o v a t e  
t o  v e r y  b r o a d l y  o v a t e ,  6- 
6 . 5  mrn l o n g ,  8 - 9 . 8  mm w i d e ,  
m a r g i n  e n t i r e  o r  s l i g h t l y  
i r r e g u l a r ,  a p e x  b i l o b e d .  
S t a m e n s  w i t h  f i l a m e n t s  c .  9 
mm l o n g ,  g l a b r o u s ;  a n t h e r s  
2 - 2 . 5  mm l o n g ;  a p p e n d a g e  
a b s e n t .  P i s t i l  23-26 mm 
l o n g ;  s t y l e  22-25 mm l o n g .  
M e r i c a r p s  n o t  s e e n .  

DISTRIBUTION 

T h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  o n l y  
known f r o m  0 . 5  km E a s t  o f  
C l y d e  H i l l ,  i n  t h e  S o u t h -  
West o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  
I t  o c c u r s  i n  a  M a l l e e  
communi ty  w i t h  a low s h r u b  
u n d e r s t o r e y  i n  g r e y i s h -  
brown s a n d y  c l a y  s o i l s  
( R u r g m a n  1193 - t y p e  
s p e c i m e n ) .  

Burgman ( 1 9 8 5 ,  p .  2 7 8 )  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  new 
s p e c i e s  ' s h o u l d  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  e n d a n g e r e d '  
s i n c e  i t  i s  o n l y  known f r o m  
a n  a r e a  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  
d e v e l o p e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p u r p o s e s  - R i s k  Code = 1 o r  
2 E  ( L e i g h  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 ) .  
Burgman s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
a n o t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n  ( n a m e l y ,  
S m o l i n s k i  s .  n .  , s. da  t . , 
1 . 5  km N E .  o f  C l y d e  H i l l )  
a l s o  b e l o n g s  t o  t h i s  t a x o n .  
S i n c e  I h a v e  n o t  e x a m i n e d  
t h i s  s p e c i m e n ,  I am u n a b l e  
t o  comment on i t s  i d e n t i t y .  



Fig. 1 .  Prostanthero carrickiana. a - twig and flowers, x 1 .  b - flower, x 2. c - stamen, dorsal 
view, x 12. d - stamen, ventral view, x 12. All from Burgman (& McNee) 1193. 



NOTES 

The ' k e y  t o  s p e c i e s '  
i n  Conn ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p .  2 8 8 )  
s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  s o  t h a t  
t h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  i n c l u d e d .  

C o u p l e t  2 s h o u l d  r e a d :  

2 a .  L e a v e s  5-13 mm w i d e  
(New S o u t h  W a l e s ,  W e s t e r n  
A u s t r a l i a ,  V i c t o r i a )  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 5  
2 b .  L e a v e s  up  t o  2 . 5  mm 
w i d e  ( W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a )  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3  

a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o u p l e t  
s h o u l d  b e  i n s e r t e d :  

1 5 a .  L e a v e s  15-50 mm l o n g ,  
c o r o l l a  30-35 mm l o n g ,  
p r o p h y l l s  10-18  mm l o n g  
( N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s ,  V i c t o r i a )  
. . . . . . . .  1 3 .  P .  m o n t i c o l a  
1 5 b .  L e a v e s  13-14 mm l o n g ,  
c o r o l l a  23-26 mm l o n g ,  
p r o p h y l l s  2 .3 -3  mm l o n g  
( W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a )  
. . . . . . . . . . .  P .  c a r r i c k i a n a  

P l e a s e  N o t e :  C o u p l e t  2 a  i n  
Conn ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p .  2 8 8 )  s t a t e s  

. . .  ' L e a v e s  5-13 mm l o n g  ' .  
T h i s  i s  a t y p o g r a p h i c a l  
e r r o r  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  
c o r r e c t e d  t o  ' L e a v e s  5-13 
mm w i d e  . . . ' .  

The s t a m e n s  a p p e a r  t o  
b e  i n s e r t e d  a b o u t  1 2  mm 
a b o v e  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  
c o r o l l a .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  
s t a m e n s  a n d  c o r o l l a  a r e  
j o i n e d  f o r  a b o u t  1 2  mrn 
a b o v e  t h e  b a s e  o f  c o r o l l a  
b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a m i n a 1  
f i l a m e n t s  a re  c l e a r l y  
d i s t i n c t  ( s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  

b e y o n d  t h e  c o r o l l a  s u r f a c e )  
f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  l e n g t h  . 

RELATIONSHIPS 

The a f f i n i t i e s  o f  t h i s  
new s p e c i e s  a r e  u n c l e a r .  
C o n s i d e r i n g  a l l  t h e  s p e c i e s  
o f  P r o s t a n t h e r a  s e c t i o n  
K l a n d e r i a ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
b r o a d  l e a v e s  o f  P. 
c a r r i c k i a n a  a r e  r e m i n e s c e n t  
o f  P. m o n t i c o l e  a n d  P. 
p o r c a t a  o f  s o u t h - e a s t e r n  
A u s t r a l i a .  T h e r e  d o e s  n o t  
a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a n y  o f  
t h e  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  
s p e c i e s  o f  s e c t i o n  
K l a n d e r i a  o r  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  
sec t  i o n  P r o s  t a n  there. 
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FIELD TRIPS 

PROSTANTBERA - LOCALITIES & 
HABITATS 

R o b e r t  Miller 
P i c n i c  P o i n t  

PART I: MINTS OF THE BLUE 
MOUNTAINS. 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  
e d i t e d  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  p a r t  
o f  t h e  t a l k  w h i c h  was g i v e n  
t o  t h e  May 1 9 8 7  m e e t i n g  o f  
t h e  EAST HILLS S.G.A.P. 
S i n c e  t h i s  t a l k  i s  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  many f i e l d  t r i p s ,  
i t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  
s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .  
T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t a l k  
w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  f u t u r e  
i s s u e s  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .  

. . . . E d i t o r s .  **** 

My i n t e r e s t  i n  m i n t  
b u s h e s  f i r s t  s t emmed  f r o m  
t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t r y i n g  
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  o n e s  a t  
S y l v a n  G r o v e .  E v e r y t i m e  we 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o o k  o r  o t h e r  
s o r t  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  w e  w o u l d  
l o o k  a t  a p i c t u r e  i n  o n e  
b o o k  t h e n  see a p i c t u r e  o f  

w h a t  l o o k e d  t h e  same i n  
a n o t h e r  b o o k ,  b u t  t h e y  h a d  
c o n f l i c t i n g  names .  W e  
w o u l d  b u y  a Prostanthera 
f r o m  o n e  n u r s e r y ,  w h i l e  
a n o t h e r  n u r s e r y  was s e l l i n g  
a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n t  
u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  name.  We 
w o u l d  s e n d  a h e r b a r i u m  
s p e c i m e n  i n t o  t h e  R o y a l  
B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s ,  S y d n e y ,  
a n d  t h e  s p e c i m e n  w o u l d  b e  
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t h e  comment 
t h a t  t h e  g e n u s  w a s  u n d e r  
r e v i s i o n .  I w a s  s o o n  made 
a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way I 
was  g o i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  m i n t  
b u s h e s  w a s  t o  go  o u t  a n d  
f i n d  l o c a t i t i e s  w h e r e  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  w a s  
s u p p o s e d  t o  grow a n d  
c o l l e c t  i t  m y s e l f .  By t h i s  
m e t h o d ,  I w o u l d  know 
e x a c t l y  w h a t  was a  g i v e n  
s p e c i e s .  

The  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  t h i s  
t a l k  i s  t o  show y o u  w h e r e  
m i n t  b u s h e s  g row i n  t h e  
w i l d  a n d  t o  show y o u  some  
o f  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  s c e n e r y  
t h a t  g o e s  h a n d  i n  h a n d  w i t h  
l o o k i n g  f o r  P r o s t a n t h e r a s .  

Vera F a l l s  i s  t h e  name 
g i v e n  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  s e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  t w o  t i e r e d  W e n t w o r t h  
F a l l s .  I n  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  



a n d  a r e a s  b e l o w  t h e r e ,  
g r o w s  t h e  l a r g e  l e a f  f o r m  
o f  P. i n c a n a .  T h e r e  is  
a n o t h e r  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  If y o u  t a k e  t h e  
t r a c k  down f r o m  t h e  
l o o k o u t ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  s u c h  
i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a n t s  a s  
M i c r o s t r o b u s  fi t z g e r a l d i i  
( a  r a r e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o n i f e r )  
a n d  P. l i n e a r i s .  

I n  t h e  h i g h e r  a r e a s ,  i n  
t h e  b a s a l t  c a p s ,  s u c h  as  Mt 
Tomah, M t  W i l s o n  a n d  Mt 
B a n k s  ( i n  some p a r t s )  y o u  
w i l l  f i n d  P. l a s i a n t h o s ,  
t h e  V i c t o r i a n  C h r i s t m a s  
B u s h .  T h i s  p l a n t  c a n  r e a c h  
u p  t o  7 o r  9 m e t r e s ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  d w a r f  
f o r m s  i n  t h e  e x p o s e d  areas 
w h i c h  o n l y  r e a c h  u p  t o  2 
m e t r e s  i n  h e i g h t .  T h i s  
v a r i a b l e  s p e c i e s  h a s  p i n k  
f l o w e r e d  f o r m s  as  w e l l  as 
w h i t e  a n d  mauve.  A s  y o u  
c a n  s ee ,  i t  i s  v e r y  
s p e c t a c u l a r  when i n  f l o w e r .  
A s  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  name 
i m p l i e s ,  i t  f l o w e r s  a t  
C h r i s t m a s  t i m e .  

H i g h e r  i n  t h e  B l u e  
. M o u n t a i n s ,  on  t h e  t r a c k  t o  

Mt Bay t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  
s p o t  o f  P. l i n e a r i s .  The 
r o c k  f o r m a t i o n  a r o u n d  Mt 

B a n k s  i s  t h e  home o f  o n e  o f  
t h e  f o r m s  o f  P. c a e r u l e a .  
T h i s  a r e a  i s  v e r y  w i n d s w e p t  
a n d  c o l d  ( s n o w ! ) .  Here, P. 
c a e r u l e a  i s  a  v e r y  c o m p a c t  
p l a n t  w i t h  t h i c k  l e a t h e r y  
l e a v e s ,  w i t h  b l u e - p u r p l e  
f l o w e r s .  The  f o r m  t h a t  
g r o w s  a t  Mt W i l s o n  h a s  a  
much m o r e  s e r r a t e d  l e a f ,  
w i t h  a  l o t  p a l e r  f l o w e r s  
a n d  i t  g r o w s  t o  a b o u t  2 
m e t r e s .  

F u r t h e r  a l o n g  t h e  B l u e  
M o u n t a i n s ,  p a s t  L i t h g o w ,  u p  
i n  t h e  G r e a t  D i v i d i n g  R a n g e  
i s  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  P e a r s o n ' s  
L o o k o u t  w h i c h  o v e r l o o k s  
P a n t o n e y ' s  Crown.  A 
s p e c t a c u l a r  s i g h t ,  t h e  
r a n g e  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  i s  
Red R o c k s  w h i c h  s t r e t c h e s  
b a c k  t o  G l e n  D a v i s .  A t  
P a n t o n e y ' s  Crown,  on  t h e  
r i d g e s  i s  a p o s s i b l y  
unnamed s p e c i e s  o f  m i n t  
b u s h  w h i c h  i s  a l l i e d  t o  P. 
s a x i c o l a .  



RRES $@?, PQNDENCE $++ - ,  

Dear Brian . . . . 
' I  seem t o  h a v e  more  

f a i l u r e s  t h a n  s u c c e s s  w i t h  
P r o s t a n t h e r a s ,  a n d  come t o  
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  
p r o b l e m  was t h e  l o c a l  s o i l .  
S o  I now grow a  l o t  o f  
t h i n g s  i n  p o t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
P r o s t a n t h e r a s .  

' I  am w a i t i n g  f o r  P. 
m a g n i f i c a  t o  f l o w e r .  I a m  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e d  a b o u t  
t h i s  o n e ,  a s  i t  w a s  g i v e n  
t o  m e  o n l y  as a s m a l l  
f l o w e r i n g  s p r i g .  I u s e d  i t  
as a  c u t t i n g  a n d  i t  t o o k  
r o o t s ,  much t o  my d e l i g h t . '  

J .  S t r o n g  
C a v e s  B e a c h ,  NSW. **** 

' I ' v e  s p e n t  d a y s  i n  t h e  
B r u n d a h  H i l l s  c h e c k i n g  
c o l o u r  f o r m s  a n d  f l o w e r  
s i z e  [ o f  P. o v a l i f o l i a ] .  I 
c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  good  
d e e p  p i n k  o r  t h e  good  w h i t e  
f o r m ,  b u t  maybe n e x t  y e a r  
as t h e r e  i s  a l o t  o f  s m a l l  
p l a n t s  coming  o n .  

'The  m i n t  b u s h e s  I h a v e  
i n  t h e  g a r d e n  a r e  P. n i v e a  
v a r .  i n d u t a ,  P. 
s c u t e l l a r i o i d e s ,  P. 
m e l i s s i f o l i a  ( p u r p l e  & 

p i n k ) ,  P. m i c r o p h y l l a  [ =  P. 
s e r p y J l i f o l i a  s u b s p .  
m i c r o p h y l l a ]  , P. 
r o t u n d i f o l i a  ( p i n k ,  p u r p l e ,  
m a u v e ) ,  P. a s p a l a t h o i d e s  
( r e d  & y e l l o w ) ,  P. s a x i c o l a  
v a r .  m o n t a n a ,  P. d e n s a ,  P. 
t e r e t i f n l i a ,  P. h i r t u l a ,  P. 
' g i l e s i i  ', P. m a g n i f i c a  

( p a l e  c o l o u r ) ,  P. 
l a s i a n t h o s ,  P. c i n e o l i f e r a ,  
P. o v a l i f o l i a ,  P. 
~ r ~ v p t a n d r o i d e s ,  P. 
' r y l s t o n e  '. Most o f  t h e  

m i n t  b u s h e s  I h a v e  came 
f r o m  P e t e r  A l t h o f e r ,  B r i a n  
P a r r y  a n d  B r i a n  W a t e r s ,  
e x c e p t  o u r  " B r u n d a h  
o v a l i f o l i a s " . '  

a n d  i n  l a t e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  . . .  
' . . .  w e  c o v e r e d  B r u n d a h  

f r o m  o n e  e n d  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  
We p i c k e d  o u t  t h e  b e s t  
c o l o u r  f o r m s  o f  P. 
o v a l i f o l i a ,  t a g g e d  them a n d  
c u t  a  f e w  . . .  I l i k e  t h e  
good d e e p  p i n k ,  i t  i s  a  b i g  
s h r u b  a b o u t  1 5  X 10  f e e t .  
We f o u n d  i t  i n  a  g u l l y  
w h e r e  we u s u a l l y  do  n o t  go 
. . .  I f o l l o w e d  a l l  t h e  
g u l l i e s  a n d  r i d g e s  u n t i l  
t h e  c o l o u r  c h a n g e d  t o  j u s t  



p u r p l e .  The  d i f f e r e n t  
c o l o u r s  a r e  f o u n d  o n l y  i n  
t h e  o n e  s m a l l  a r e a . '  

N .  & S. C a r t w r i g h t  
G r e n f e l l ,  NSW 

' I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  s t r i k e  
o r  g e r m i n a t e  P. l a s i a n t h o s  
l o c a l l y  o r  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h -  
e a s t  [ o f  V i c t o r i a ]  w i t h  
v e r y  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s ,  
a l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  
s p e c i e s  I h a v e  b o u g h t  
s t r i k e  f a i r l y  e a s i l y .  
However ,  l a s t  e a s t e r ,  I 
c o l l e c t e d  some P. 
l a s i a n t h o s  f r o m  n e a r  L a k e s  
E n t r a n c e  ( V i c t o r i a ) ,  
l o o k i n g  e x t r e m e l y  t i r e d ,  as  
we h a d  a l o n g  d r y  l a t e  
summer a n d  a u t u m n .  T h i s  
o n e  h a s  g i v e n  a v e r y  h i g h  
s u c c e s s  r a t e .  I w o n d e r e d  
i f  i t  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  
w i t h  t h e  l o n g  i n a c t i v i t y  o f  
t h e  p l a n t ? '  

B . N .  Buchanan  
K a l l i s t a ,  V i c .  

[An e a s y  way t o  grow P. 
l a s i a n t h o s  i s  t o  l e t  t h e  
b i r d s  d o  i t  f o r  y o u .  I 
u s e d  t o  l i v e  i n  B o r o n i a ,  
V i c t o r i a ,  b e f o r e  s h i f t i n g  
t o  S y d n e y .  Two p l a n t s  o f  
P. l a s i a n t h o s  g r e w  i n  my 
g a r d e n  f r o m  s e e d s  d e p o s i t e d  
b y  g r a s s  p a r r o t s !  - B a r r y  
Conn]  **** 

' T h e  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  
i n  t h e  B e n d i g o  a r e a  a r e  a 
f a i r l y  h o t  summer w i t h  d a y s  

f r e q u e n t l y  a r o u n d  30°C .  An 
a v e r a g e  r a i n f a l l  o f  a b o u t  
5 0 0  mm f a l l i n g  m o s t l y  i n  
w i n t e r .  F r o s t  a r e  common 
d u r i n g  w i n t e r  a n d  e a r l y  
s p r i n g .  The  s o i l s  a r e  c l a y  
l o a m s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
s e d i m e n t a r y  r o c k s .  

' T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  
P r o s t a n t h e r a s  g r o w i n g  
n a t u r a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a :  P. 
a s p a l e t h o i d e s  ( r e d  f l o w e r s )  
g r o w i n g  i n  s o i l s  c o n t a i n i n g  
i r o n s t o n e  g r a v e l ;  P. 
d e n t i c u l a t a  o c c u r i n g  i n  
smal l  a r e a s  u s u a l l y  o n  
r o c k y  h i l l  s i d e s ;  P. 
s a x i c o l a  v a r .  b r e c t e o l a t a  - 
o n l y  o n e  s m a l l  p a t c h  on a  
r o c k y  h i l l  s i d e .  

' I  h a v e  s t r u c k  a l l  t h r e e  
s p e c i e s  f r o m  c u t t i n g s  
c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  b u s h ,  w i t h  
P. a s p a l a t h o i d e s  s t r i c k i n g  
v e r y  e a s i l y .  P. s a x i c o l a  
v a r .  b r a c t e o l a t a  was  s l o w  
t o  s t r i k e  a n d  t h e n  t h e  
p l a n t s  s h o w e d  s i g n s  o f  a  
s o i l  d e f i c i e n c y  - p o s s i b l y  
i r o n  o r  n i t r o g e n .  

' I n  o u r  g a r d e n ,  w e  h a v e  
r a i s e d  a l l  s h r u b b e r y  a r e a s  
b y  a t  l e a s t  3 0  cm, u s i n g  a  
c l a y  loam.  Gypsum w a s  
a p p l i e d  a t  2 k g / s q .  m .  a n d  
f i n a l l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  
E u c a l y p t u s  m u l c h .  

' T h e  f i r s t  P r o s t a n t h e r a s  
we t r i e d  were a l l  p l a n t e d  
on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  
h o u s e ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  
a l l  r e q u i r e d  c o o l  s h a d e d  
c o n d i t i o n s .  B u t  t h i s  
p r o v e d  t o o  damp w i t h  p o o r  
d r a i n a g e  f o r  P. 
c r y p t a n d r o i d e s ,  P. n i  vea  
v a r .  i n d u t a  a n d  P. 
m e l i s s i f o l i a .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  
P. c r y p t a n d r o i d e s ,  P. n i  v e a  



v a r .  i n d u t a ,  P. b a x t e r i  a n d  
P. r o t u n d i f o l i a  h a v e  b e e n  
p l a n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  
g a r d e n ,  s h a d d e d  b y  a  l a r g e  
E u c a l y p t u s  s i d e r o x y l  on. 
Though g r o w t h  i s  s l o w ,  t h e y  
a r e  a l l  s u r v i v i n g  a n d  
f l o w e r i n g .  P r o s t a n t h e r a  
s t r i a  t i f l o r a  i s  p l a n t e d  o u t  
i n  f u l l  s u n  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  
E r e m o p h i l a s .  I t  is  v e r y  
h e a l  t h y .  P r o s t a n t h e r a  
s p i n o s a  is  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  b u t  g e t t i n g  
some p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  
H a r d e n b e r g i a  v i  o l a c e a  
c r e e p e r .  ' 

a n d  i n  l a t e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

'Most  o f  t h e  
P r o s t a n t h e r a s  a r e  g r o w i n g  
w e l l .  P. b a x t e r i  a n d  P. 
c r y p t a n d r o i d e s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
P. n i v e a  v a r .  i n d u t a  a r e  
a l l  g r o w i n g  u n d e r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  some 
i r o n b a r k s  ( R u c a l y p t u s  
s i d e r o x y l o n )  . E a r l i e r  t h i s  
y e a r ,  I p u t  i n  a p o l y p i p e  
m i c r o - s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  a n d  
a l l  p l a n t s  h a v e  r e s p o n d e d  
w e l l .  P. m a g n i f i c a  a n d  P. 
l a s i a n t h o s  h a v e  b e e n  
p l a n t e d  i n  l a r g e  p o t s  
b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  a  
s u i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
g a r d e n .  They a r e  a l s o  
g r o w i n g  w e l l .  O n l y  P. 
s t r i a  t i  f l o r a  a n d  P. 
d e n t i c u l a t a  d e c i d e d  t h e y  
h a d  d o n e  t h e i r  b i t  t o  
b r i g h t e n  up o u r  g a r d e n ,  a n d  
d i e d !  

' T h e  p l a n t s  w e  a r e  
g r o w i n g  o f  W e s t r i n g i a  
c r a s s i f o l i a ,  w h i c h  g r o w s  
n a t u r a l l y  i n  o u r  a r e a ,  

a l w a y s  h a v e  some f l o w e r s  on  
them r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  
s e a s o n .  W e s t r i n g i a  
l o n g i f o l i a  h a s  grown i n t o  a  
1 . 5  X 1 . 5  metre h e a l t h y  
s h r u b  w i t h  some s e e d l i n g s  
a p p e a r i n g  n e a r b y .  

B .  W a l l a c e  
E a g l e h a w k ,  V i c .  

'We h a v e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
P r o s t a n t h e r a s  h e r e  a t  
P o i n t s  R e s e r v e ,  C o l e r a i n e  
( V i c t o r i a )  . . . P r o s t a n t h e r a  
a s p a l a  t h o i d e s ,  P. 
c r y p t a n d r o i d e s ,  P. 
d e n t i c u l a t a ,  P. 
e m p e t r i f o l i a ,  P. 
l a s i a n t h o s ,  P. I e i c h h a r d t i i  
[ =  P. r i n g e n s ]  , P. n i  vea  
( i n c l u d i n g  v a r .  i n d u t a ) ,  P. 
o v a l i f o l i a ,  P. 
r o t u n d i f o l i a ,  P. s c h e e l i ,  
P. t e r e t i f o l i a  and  P. 
" P o o r i n d a  B a l l e r i n a " .  ' 

a n d  i n  l a t e r  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  h e r e  i s  a n  
e x a m p l e  of  t h e  b i g g e s t  
c u r s e  t o  a l l  o f  u s !  

' I ' v e  i n c l u d e d  a  s a m p l e  
o f  w h a t  I won i n  a S.G.A.P. 
r a f f l e  l a b e l l e d  a s  P. 
e m p e t r i f o l i s .  ' 

W .  Coe 
C o l e r a i n e ,  Vic. 

[ T h e  s p e c i m e n  was 
P r o s  tan t h e r a  h i r t u l a !  J 




