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Where is he now?
Brian Timmis

An up-date of my whereabouts.

Since Newsletter no. 17 I have moved to Moss Vale
and done the building projects and am seriously
endeavouring to establish a native garden. Being on
rather an exposed posilion with beaut rural views,
the winds are quite a problem. I have not yet
resorted to attaching plants to bricks before
planling, maybe the farmer who subdivided and
sold this land thought it looked better void of bush
and trees.

This rather exposed area in Moss Vale is
considerably harder on plants than Berrima. There
have been Lhree days of snow, a morning of —5°
plus winds from all directions. This reduces again
the selection of what plants one can actually grow
if you only want wild flowers. It basically comes to
two things, the wonderful Hakea salicifolia and
trealed pine lattice fences. ‘The wind factor made it
impossible to house my collection of potted
Prostanthera at Moss Vale. A local study group
member now has this collection safe on its
sheltered property.

Moving on, this is exactly what I am soon doing, At
the time of writing, 1 have paid a deposit and
exchanged contracls on a seventeen (17) acre
property. It is now owned by Study Group member
and friends Bob and Glenda Hamilton at Gum
Scrub via “Telegraph Point, north of Port Macquaric,
New South Wales. With the housing markel
depressed as it now is, it seems impossible to know
when we are able to sell this house and move
north,

‘T'wo weeks following my move from Berrima, Lthe
Wingecarribee River flooded to about 6.5 metres.
Concern forced me to drive to Berrima and as I
expected, not a mint bush to be seen. They were
completely under water. The following day, all was
well, they re-appeared intact but a little bent.

Donations to the Study
Group

Following my talk to the Nowra S.G.A.P., New
South Wales Group, as a group have joined our
Study Group and very generously donated $100.00.
I sincerely thank them for their interest and
support.

Prosthanthera striatiflora
Brian Timmis

The article on Prostanthera striatiflora in Newsletter
no. 17 (pages 4 and 5), was very interesting. If there
was enough material available 1o me at the moment,
I would certainly be using it to knock the cold virus
or whatever is bugging me these last few weeks.

Briefly

It is spring again if you can afford the petrol and
you are able to get about in the bush. You may
pass that splash of mauve or blue, it could be
Prostanthera. If you have your secateurs under the
front seat, where they should be, clip us a flowering
specimen and send it o Barry or me (dried) along
with its detailed address.

Propagation request
Kevin Stokes

In my employment as glasshouse technician at
Newcastle University I have an opportunily, thanks
to the very generous attitude of my superiors, to
indulge myself in my hobby (one of many) of
propagating Australian plants, particularly rare and
endangered or difficult to propagate species.

The facilities that exist here are excellent, although
nor primarily aimed at cutting production. Most of
my work involved growing and maintaining various
plants (mainly legumes) for class or research
purposes. Many of the plants grown myself are
given to the Shortland Wetlands Centre or the
Hunter Region Botanic Gardens.

The area allotted to me is relatively small. However,
there is always room for a few more and an
invitation exists to anybody who has plants in the
above categories and is experiencing difficulty in
propagaling them to send some malerial 1o me for
trial. The plants would be available to senders, if
possible, or passed around group members.

Material should be sent 1o
Mr. Kevin Stokes, C/- Biology Department,
University of Newcastle, Rankin Drive,
Shortland 2308.

Material of rare and endangered species when
grown could also be kept in a potted collection and
cuttings sent to interested members.

It would be appreciated if wild source material
could be accompanied by field notes as used by
various herbariums, e.g. habitat, map references,
habit, location or other relevant information.

Plants so far successful in these are P. densa and P.
Stricta categories, plus a number of easier to grow
species.

I look forward (o hearing from interested members.

Front cover

The illustration on the front cover are Prostantbera
densa (left) and P. rbombea.




Little lucifers
Robert Miller

If one is lucky enough to be growing Prostanthera
or camping where they grow, their use as kindling
to quickly start fires, even in the foulest weather,
cannot be over estimated. Small dead twigs are
always found, even if they are only those shaded
out in the centre of the bush. The high oil content
ensures combustion, even if raining, if care is taken
in their selection. Dead vertical twigs held on the
bush will often be far drier than those lying
horizontally on the ground.

Stop press
Brian Timmis

A Study Group Meeting was held at Sylvan Grove,
Picnic Point, New South Wales, on the 22nd
September.

Sylvan Grove is a wonderful place to see
Prostanthera in spring. Our Robert Miller and his
enormous Prostanthera potled collection now live
at the Sylvan Grove Gardens residence. About two
hours was spent with Robert walking through the
gardens viewing a wide variety of mints and lots of
other inleresling plants.

Members present were Evan Weatherhead, Les
Taylor, David Andrews, Roger Bagley, Ruth
Overton, Ross and Jan Packer, Robert Miller, Brian
Timmis and Barry Conn was represented by his
wife Helen and children, Lori, Blair, Haley and
Collette. (Barry is in New Guinea, is he collecting
mint bushes?)

Some points of interest. Members brought
specimens for describing and identification. Some
went home with plant material.

Evan came with friends and a picnic lunch. They
were there most of the day. Ross and Jan came
from Port Macquarie to “Spring in the Gardens”
(Royal Botanical Gardens) then to our meeting.

Les Taylor brought to my attention his thoughts
regarding some of my past articles about P.
densa/P. inarifolia, P. sieberi/P. incisa and P.
scutellarioides/P. phylicifolia. Not being a botanist 1
can only write using logic and facts as I see them
and lots of consideration, Les has a lot of
knowledge regarding these plants and hopefully he
will put pen to paper and give us a more concise
description, thus helping us with more accurate
identification.

P.S. The exciting news. We now own twenty acres
at Gum Scrub via Telegraph Point, brought from
friends and Study Group member Bob and Glenda
Hamilton. Do not know when we are moving, more
about this next time.

Conservation of rare and

threatened plants
Reprinted from Vol. 29 No. 1 S.G.A.P.
(QId. Region)
Bulletin by John Thompson
(Technical Officer)

~ A dual approach -

Leigh et.al. (1984) present a plausible thesis that
extinction is an inevitable part of evolution. They
cite the wisdom of Lucretius, the Roman poet, in his
2000 year old poem, “On the Nature of Things™:

“Nothing remains forever what it was.
Everything is on the move. Everything
is transformed by nature and forced into
new paths. One thing withered by time,
decays and dwindles. Another emerges
from ignominy, and waxes strong. So
the nature of the world as a whole is"
altered by age.”

The underlying concept here is agreeable if it is
accepted that the influences of humans are a natural
part of the evolutionary processes. After all, humans
have affected the evolutionary processes in the
plant kingdom for hundreds of thousands of years. I
particularly refer Lo the use of fire by humans.
However, in recent times, the kinds of influences
are much more varied and often subtle.

So, do we graciously consent to Robert Browning’s
statement that “Suddenly, as rare things will, it
vanished”? No! 1 find it difficult to accept extinction
without knowing the causes. Especially
unacceptable is that we allow extinction of species
to result from abuse or exploitation of the
environment.

To prevent plants slipping into the bottomless pit of
extinction, conservation can take two approaches.
These approaches are not in competition with each
other. They present two different concepts, yet
provide the same function for conserving rare and
threatened plants or, for that matter, any other
plant. The first approach is conservation of natural
habitat, where the emphasis is on the habitat rather
than a specific plant. The second approach is
cultivation of plants in private and public parks and
gardens. The emphasis is on creating a pleasant
environment for people to experience.

1. Habitat conservation.

Conservation of natural habitats is a multiple
purpose way of preserving rare and threatened
species. By conserving the habitat, not only are the
plants protected, but the fauna is also. There are
many other secondary effects of preserving the
habitat.

Although the habitat may be protected by law to
varying degrees in national parks, environmental
parks, reserved state forests, etc., rare and
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threatened plants are not necessarily secure. There
remains a chronic threat of catastrophy arising from
cyclones, fire or pathogens. This is particularly
serious for rare species in small areas of habitat
which cannot be considered a viable ecological
entity in the long term.

Furthermore, many species remain under threat
because of lack of funds by National Parks Services
to purchase privately owned or Crown Lands to
conserve the habitats in national parks. This
problem is apily staled in an old English proverb:

The law goes hard on man or woman
Who steals the goose from ol the common
But lets the greater sinner loose

Who steals the common from the goose.

For the habitat conservation approach to work
adequately, there is the need for environmental
planning and management. This underlines a need
for understanding the ecology of the habitat types.

2. Parks and gardens

This approach aims at conserving rare and
threatened plants in what may simply be viewed as
artificial habitats. The species would be collected
from various sources, including national parks, and
then studied in terms of propagaling techniques
and horticultural signilicance. Plants would be
distributed to various parks, gardens and nurseries,
and eventually to the public. It is important from
the standpoint of this approach that some rare and
threatened species may be of little interest
horticulturally other than to enthusiasts. Besides, in
some cases, nursery stock may be used to
supplement the resources at the collection site in
the natural habitat, or rehabilitate other areas.

A suitable illustration of the crux of the point being
raised here, is that a type form of Grevillea
rosmarinifolia which is presumed extinct in the
field. The form was rediscovered in 1969 growing
in the Royal Botanic Gardens at Edinburgh,
Scotland. The type form was found in 1822 and
sent to the UK., where it has been kept in
cultivation since that time. Cuttings were sent from
Edinburgh to the Royal Botanic Gardens in Sydney,
where the form was propagated. It is now widely
grown, after being distributed to other gardens and
nurseries. (Wrigley and Fagg, 1989).

Habitat conservation is the ultimate alternative to
preserve rare and threatened species. It would be a
sad day when we realised that the only way to save
rare and threatened species was in cultivation.

Further reading and references.

Leigh, J., Boden, R. and Briggs, J. 1984, Extinct and
Endangered Plants of Australia, MacMillan,
Melbourne.

Thomas, M.B. and McDonald, W.J.F., 1987, Rare
and Threatened Plants of Queensland, Dept of
Primary Industries, Brisbane.

Wrigley, J.W. and Fagg, M., 1989 Banksias,
Waratabs and Grevilleas, Collins, Sydney.

A comment
Brian Timmis

It would have to be one of my greatest hopes to try
Lo conserve our rare and threatened species of
Prostanthera.

My recent talk with slides to the Nowra S.G.A.P.
New South Wales Group introduced many beautiful
species, mostly only ever seen in the wild by a few
wild flower enthusiasts and botanists, some of these
plants being extremely rare. I believe botanic
gardens around Australia are doing their best to
propagale and grow rare and threatened plants in
their artificial habitats, bul it seems to me that the
amatcur non-scicntific, enthusiast is unable to do
much to make things happen.

Perhaps I should write to all botanic gardens and
national herbarium managers to ask for listings of
the Prostanthera species they are managing, with
information on their successes and failures. Such
reports could compare trials and methods. The
study group could follow these procedures in more
detail with rare material as it became available,
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The study group

Robert Miller

One way of preserving our native plant species is to
cultivate them in our gardens. This not only means
there is physically more of a particular species in
existence, but also helps show passers-by the diversity
and beauty of the Australian [lora. Hopefully it will
convince them of the need to preserve wild places.

One aim of our Sludy Group should be (o cultivale as
many specics as possible, especially those (rom
known wild sources. This will eventually help assist in
the correct nomenclature for each species being
cultivated, when the taxonomic problems of the genus
are (inally resolved. Currently many specics are
incorrectly labelled in nurseries and worse still, are
being disseminated far and wide by S.G.A.P. as a
whole.

I cannot emphasise the importance of labelling clearly
the plants each of you are growing, especially if you
are passing propagation material on. Prostanthera, as
many of us are aware, hybridise freely in cultivation.
The resultant seedlings, if grown on, must be clearly
labelled, the likely parentage and a pressing taken to
record the origin. Many other plant enthusiasts,
concentrating on other genera mainly exoltic e.g.
orchids, ferns, etc. have evolved a system of
registration for all hybrid species. This enables plant
breeders to more easily select traits which are
desirable when the parentage of a particular hybrid is
known, e.g. in orchids, which particular cultivar when
used in breeding will give you the most vivid purple
or largest flower, elc.

Planned manipulation of Prostanthera is a long way
off, but once the secrets of seed germination is
understood the polential for “superior” plants is
endless. This process will be grealy enhanced il we as
a group take a little time to record what occurs in our
gardens now before an endless array of unknown
mints enter cultivation on a broader scale.

We as a group should now endeavour to have a
stocktake of species, forms of species and hybrids we
are growing, after all we hold the living collection.

We should:

1. correctly label our collections;

2. disseminate correctly labelled plants;

3. increase the diversity of our individual
collections;

4, maintain an active cutting exchange
network;

5. delimit and distribute the work load
required in maintaining a complcte
collection by ascertaining which specics
each member can grow well and/or would
like to specialise in.

Unfortunately the logistics of housing a complete
collection in one place of all the forms and species is
unrealistic unless some financial backing is obtainable.
The costs involved in just repotting hundreds of pots
runs into hundreds of dollars, many species require

107, 12" or 18" pots to adequately display a mature
plant, even then being pol-bound is inevitable,
requiring daily watering, resulting in huge excess
water bills. Being potbound however, provided
adequate water and fertiliser can be maintained, e.g.
the use of wetta-soil and lots of slow release fettilisers,
will result in a spectacular display in spring.

‘Lhe Prostantbera collection has sulfered badly due
mainly to promised funding which never eventuated.
Unfortunately current financial restraints necessitates
low numbers of cach species being kept (olten only
1-2). Losses of forms and species can be high, with
this low margin for errors, if adverse conditions
prevail.

Species have been lost from the collection. However,
all is not doom and gloom as many species have now
been successfully grafted with outstanding results.

The cutting exchange can only operate on a user pay
and/or exchange system. Many species and forms are
now only held in very small numbers due to the
aforementioned costs. However, cuttings of many
forms and species are still available in large numbers,
these at present being mainly those found occurring
naturally in coastal New South Wales or those which
are grafted onto Westringia fruticosa. Due to the
scarcity of material of some species preference will be
given Lo those members who are growing known wild
source plants and who forward lists of species and
forms held, complete with origin details.

It is my recommendation that members use culting
material for grafting, either as cutting grafts or
lop-wedge onto struck Westringia fruticosa or a hardy
Prostanthera {or your own particular growing
conditions, P. nivea “Eugowra” form (often incorrectly
grown by members as P. nivea var. induta) is often an
excellent root-stock for conlainer plants being
compalible to most species. Some species however
grow vigorously using P. nivea and then drop dead
over night. Even so, it is an excellent way to boost up
the numbers of vigorous malerial available to attempt
grafting onto Westringia which sometimes proves
more difficult.

Interested members can request cutting material from
me. Please include pressings for any identification
requests.




Brian,

I have at last been successful in growing Prostantbera
aspalathoides after about five failures over four years.
I took a look at “Cradle of Incense” and noted that
Althofer mentioned thal Prosianthera aspalathoides
was always found in close association with Mallee
Form Eucalypt. I planted my propagated specimen in
among the roots, five feet from the trunk of a very
large 12’ high, 15’ wide, Hakea laurina, on the south
side. The plant is now around twenty months old,
about 18” high and wide and looks very healthy. It
has not been fertilised or watered aller the first month.

Congralulations again on your excellent newslelter.

Regards,
Norm Richmond.

Some plants in my garden
Barbara Buchanan

I take it you are leaving [rosts behind when you leave
Berrima, they are certainly a restricting factor.
However, this year waterlogging and damp
atmosphere are likely to cause our greatest problems
— that is, after the summer drought finally bDroke. Of
course, the grasshoppers, rabbits and ‘roos are always
a problem. The hoppers defoliated my first
Prostanthera magnifica very quick smart. It tried Lo
grow new leaves and I dug it up again to bring it in
for protection, but it was too late. ‘The Prostantheras
do survive 'roos and rabbits better than most plants.

I noted you found Prostanthera nivea hardy,
presumably frost hardy. I lost two well grown plants
last year. I have a mauve form doing well under trees
in the gully, but I am still waiting to get roots on the
white form again. I tip pruned the mauve one on
planting and must have had 100% strike rate.

From the editorial — do we have a living collection in
one spot, Burrendong perhaps? The Dryandra S.G.
recently had a day at the Cranbourne annexe of the
R.B.G. and I was most impressed by the array of
plants of nominally the same species growing
together, and showing obvious differences in form.
The latest plantings have all been carefully recorded
as to the source of seeds. It may not make an ideal
landscape, but for research and trial purposcs it is
mosl informative. Also regarding cultings — now (hat
I am gradually getting this garden into shape, I can
see I will soon be looking for a wider range of my
chosen groups, so if you can set up some form of
exchange I would appreciate it.

Our time in Esperance was dogged by poor weather
which restricted our plant hunting. However, I did
note a lot of the Microcorys that 1 found just one plant
of last year, round the base of Mt. Le Grand. It is in
the “dear wee thing” class, nol spectacular,

On the homeward trip I found a beautiful rich red
Prostantbera senpyilifolia subsp. microphylla. There
was only the odd plant about, so I collected a few
cullings from as many as I found. Imagine my surprise
when 1 was preparing the cultings at home to find I
had some Prostantbera but also some Acacia cullings.

I now have three colour forms of P. lasianthos. 1 have
the usual white, “Kallista Pink” and a very pale mauve
from near Falls Creek on the Bogong High Plains. This
was very potbound when I bought it and its leaves
fairly yellow and, so far, it has not done anything
above ground, but I hope it will break away in the
spring. I will be interested to see if it keeps its colour
down here. There is a band of the coloured forms as
one drives up the Falls Creek Road. There is also a
tendency for some P. cuneata bushes to open very
pale mauve and then fade to purc while.

Now that we are getling a bit settled, we are
beginning to think of exploring a bit more of Australia,
not just always going to the family. New South Wales
is the nearest and all new to me, so Berrima or the
Coasl. You may see us there yet. Burrendong is a long
cherished dream.

Mints in a Tassie Garden
Jeanette Closs

A newly acquired P. magnifica is a gem with its large
mauve flowers surrounded by purple calyces; and it
flowers for such a long time. My plants are from
cuttings from Jean Hadfield’s garden in Sydney and
Merv Hodge’s garden south of Brisbane. The plant in
my garden is only about 0.5m high and has had
flowers most the time since I planted it out, nearly
twelve months ago. Yesterday, I potted up more
young “magnificas” and they had such firm strong
roots,

P. cryptandroides also llowers most of the year with its
dainty lilac flowers and its dainty aromatic and sticky
foliage — a joy thanks to George Althofer.

1 lost a special P. lastanthos, which grew in our back
yard. It was a joy at Christmas with ils large while
flowers with lavender throat. It was attacked by borer
and slowly died. I have replaced it but it will be
sometime before it reaches its potential height. A
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smaller form of this species P. lasianthos var
subcoriacea seems happy in a very shady area but I
imagine that it would flower better if it had more light.

I am very proud of my P. striatiflora as George
Althofer commented years ago that it was probably
the only mint that would not survive in Tassie. I got
my plant from Gwenda MacDonald in Victoria in 1978
and it has survived and flowered regularly ever since.
What lovely big flowers it has with violet stripes and
yellow blotches. What worries me is that the
illustration on the cover of your Newsletter no. 17 is
nothing like mine or like the ones 1 remember seeing
in the Flinders Ranges some years ago.

P. aspalathoides does not seem to live very long but I
usually have a couple of different colour forms. A
cream flowered form with pale red around the mouth
of the corolla and a flush of red on the tube was given
to me by Albie Lindner of Horsham, Victoria, last year
and is flowering now.

My P. caerulea is not blue, but a mauvy shade (f I
remember right) and the leaves do not appear to be
slightly serrate. This also came from George Althofer
so I may have got the label mixed. P. chloranthais a
sad straggly litde thing, but as it is a mint, it has its
place in our garden. C. “Clearview David” and P.
“Poorinda Ballerina” both put on a good show at
show time, i.e. October.

P. cuneata allegedly grows on the banks of the South
Esk River near Launceston. I have never secen it in the
wild in Tassie and it has not been reliable form in the
garden. However, a three year old is now looking
happy in semi-shade facing east. P. discolor has a very
pleasing appearance with its flowers which are a
lovely shade of mauve and it has a very lacy look with
its {ine foliage.

P. incana and P. rugosa were a very compalible pair,
growing side by side for about ten years. They died
together, but not before cuttings were struck and they
are off again.

The pink and white forms of P. melilisifolia do well but
the white form seems much larger in flowers and
leaves. P. nivea— blue and white forms tend to get
very leggy and untidy. The while had to be cut out
last year but it was with us for nine years. A P.
rotundifolia died for some unknown reason after
about eight years, but a seedling came up to replace

it. I have a plant labelled P. ryilstonii— has this been
named vet and one P. kandos with fine grey leaves —
do not know where I got it and do not think the name
is right.

Others in the garden are P. saxicola var montana, P.
sculellaroides, P. teretifolia, P. violacea, P. baxieri — 1
love the combination of grey and clear mauve, P,
hinula, P. tncisa (pink and variegated forms), P.
microphylla, P. rbombea and P. stricta. Many other
species have delighted us for a time then passed on.

We arc about to scll our home on a steep sile with a
maghnificent view over the Derwent River and build
again on a flat site with sandy soil. I am putting in lots
of cuttings and I wonder will the mints be as happy as
they are now in our rather heavy clayey loam.

(Jeanette, the three plants you sent in for identification are P.
striatiflora, P. caerulea and an undescribed Prostantbera
from the Kandos Dam area of New South Wales. Barry.)

Dear Brian,

I have enclosed a small (unfortunately non-flowering)
specimen of the Prostanthera from Mt. Tinbeerwah
(locally pronounced tin-bew-ah). As I said on the
phone, it keyed out reasonably close to P. rotundifolia
— the leaves have a distinct camphor scent and are
quite undulate. I collected cuttings in January of this
ycar and al that lime the shrubs had a [ew {lowers on
them — in fact, this is what attracted my attention to
the plants in the first place. The shrub is only about
two feet tall and is reasonably compact.

Mt. Tinbeerwah is a volcanic plug about five
kilometres west of Tewantin, Queensland. There is a
car park below the summit and the plant is to be
found right on the edge of the car park on the
southern side of the park as well as in the bush
nearby. [ think that there are also plants along the
track to the summit. The volcanic rock is of a pale
colour and seems to be fine grained. It weathers to a
brown clayish soil. 'The area faces north and supports
an open forest — moslly eucalypt although I saw
specimens of Banksia integrifolia nearby.

Just a few notes on minthushes in my garden.

Generally, Prostantheras do not do well in my garden.
Over the years many have been lost because of poor
drainage, but a number of species have proved to be
susceptible to nematode attack, particularly P.
rolundifolia, P. lastanthos and P. caerulea.

About seven years ago I started grafting using the “top
wedge” method of Westringia fruticosa as a rootstock.

Due to a number of reasons the grafting programme
was put on hold — for one thing, I was not happy
with W. fruticosa as a rootstock; also I do not
particularly have a good success rate with the “top
wedge” grafting method. After an extended think
about the problem, I confirmed my conclusions with
Frank Hadfield and I am now using Prostanthera
nivea var. induta as a stock and a variation of the
approach graft method. Initial results have been very
pleasing with Prosianthera crucifiora, P. denticulata
and P. sp. “Boonoo Boonoo” growing well. More
rootstock plants are being raised now and should be
ready for use in mid spring. I also intend trying
Prostanthera ovalifolia as a rootstock.

Regards,
Philip Strong.
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Garnishes and ants

in the pants
Robert Miller

Prostanthera caerulea and P. bhowelliae are two
mintbushes which are sometimes encountered
whilst exploring the Central Blue Mountains.

P. caerulea to date appears to be mostly
confined to these mountains with only one
outlying population recorded from
Coopernook State Forest north of Taree. The P.
howelliae complex however has been recorded
from the central coast, central tablelands,
central and north western slopes and possibly
Victoria. This complex is often confused or
incorrectly referred to as P. denticulata
variable complex.

One of the best known localities of P. caerulea
is the basaltic capped Mt. Tomah. Here the
species is most often seen clinging to sheer
cliffs formed by the erosive powers of water
which has gorged a labyrinth of canyons, slots
in the earth which can be hundreds of fect
deep and often only a few feet wide, and
rarely forming tunnels. Many of these have
been aptly named; Mistake Ravine, Dismal
Dingle and the most well known, Claustral
Canyon.

These places are only for the well prepared,
often requiring wetsuits, most definitely fitness,
a good knowledge of abseiling and at least one
experienced canyoner. The beauty of canyons
is the exhilaration of abseiling down waterfalls
through tiny slots of only three feet wide into
pools which you cannot see, claustrophobic
walls adorned with the exquisite ferns
Leptopteris fraseri, Blechnum abmiguum and
B. nudum. The meagre light entering has an
unusual softness of green. 'T'his mastlerpicce in
Oclober is garnished with the deep purple-blue
corollas of P. caerulea wafting into the frame
with plenteous splendor, falling finally into
mirror image pools.

North and north west of Mt. Wilson is the
Wollangambe Wilderness, an area which is
poorly known botanically due to the difficulties
encountered traversing the terrain.

FIELD TRIPS

It is bisected by a number of creeks, namely
the Wollangambee, Bell, Yarramun and
Dumbano. These creeks have, in turn, a miriad
of side crecks, many of which are canyons or if
not, are {lanked with high cliffs.

To head north means negotiating one of the
few passes though the Wollangambee Canyon;
up and over then abseiling into canyons,
negotiating these until often only routes not for
the faint hearted are available. This is repeated
until the terrain or time necessitates finding
shelter. One such place on a yet unnamed
creek, at the end of a canyon section, at the
base of a 35 metre cliff, perched on top of a 25
metre waterfall entering into a delightful
smaller canyon was a near useless overhang.

This was eventually nick-named “Red Ant
Cave”. Initially, we were tempted to coin a
name due to the pleasant occurrence of P.
howelliae providing welcome dry, extremely
flammable kindling to thaw out our sodden
cold bodies, a pleasant aroma and beautiful
purple flowers.

IHowever, our campsile with only enough room
to uncomfortably contort four weary bodies
around rocks already had residents, big red
bull-ants. After much debate over our and the
ants’ fate, it was agreed these primitive
creatures were not out to bite us, but were
intent on getting their numbers in the shelter of
their hole. Unfortunately for us, this was the
only spot four people could sit to gain warmth
from the fire. All went well until darkness
descended. Now we could not see the
stragglers. Three of us got bitten because we
unintentionally crushed the creatures between
thongs and feet or by sitting on them.




A possible new species of
mintbush from the

Shoalhaven River
Robert Miller

The beautiful grandeur of the Shoalhaven
Gorge has long inspired me to explore the
area with its razorback ridges, cliffs and the
views of the mighty Shoalhaven River.

Unfortunately, until recently, I have not put
aside the time to personally explore the
exhilaration and tranquillity of the river itself.

A few years ago whilst examining Prostanthera
specimens at the National Herbarium of New
South Wales, Sydney, I was intrigued by a
number of specimens collected by Tony Rodd
on the Shoalhaven River. These specimens
were identified as a white flowered (orm of P.
ovalifolia. These specimens appeared to be
sufficiently distinct to be a possible new
species. The leaves are entire, more or less
oblanccolale, obluse, 1.5-2.5 ¢m long, 0.4-0.6
cm wide. The inflorescences are short, racemi
form at the end of branchlets. The calyx is 4-6
mm long. The corolla is equal in size and
shape, white, 2-2.5 times the length of the

calyx.

Another Labiate anomaly that has intrigued and
completely frustrated me for a number of years
is the distinction between the forms of
Westringia eremicola and Westringia eremicola
var. quaterna. Most specimens I have observed
or plants in cultivation seemed to have little to
distinguish them from W. eremicola. Any
Westringia that resembled W. eremicola and
had a few leaves in whorls of four appeared to
be given the varietal status. I have
Prostantheras as when favourable condilions
prevail or after heavy pruning will send out
branches with leaves in whorls of three or
four.

With Dr B. Conn having to make scensc of the
taxonomic mess that Labiates are in for the
Flora of New South Wales project; it was
obvious that large amounts of field work were
required if a statement of any worth was to be

UNDER THE LENS

made for this Flora. This was (o be the [inal
motivation and set the scene for a strenuous,
exhilarating and rewarding circuitous 25
kilometre, twelve hour day trip down the
Shoalhaven River two days before Christmas

1989.

Arising at 5.30 a.m., after sleeping in the car, I
organised my pack for a day or possible
overnight trip and then proceeded to walk the
eight kilometres of Matodoro Ridge along the
four-wheel drive track to a point on the map
which would lead me via a steep spur to the
Shoalhaven River. Descending Fossickers’ Spur
through thickets of scrub, I emerged on a
sparsely vegetated scree slope which afforded
me inviting views. Growing amongst the loose
rocks were two interesting plants, one a small
herbaceous plant which I had no idea of the
Family let along the species. This was latter
identified as Boerbavia dominii (family,
Nyclaginaceae).

The other was a distinct form of Ajuga
australis which I feel will also prove to be
undescribed. 1L is besel with a thick tomentum
of long hairs and is far more robust in nature
than the glabrous form found around Wingello

— 10—



or the common inland form of the Central and
Northern slopes.

After a quick breakfast, I inflated my lilo and
set off to enjoy the first of many small rapids,
tranquil pools and the unspoilt beauty of the
river. It was about five kilometres to the start
of the Blockup Gorge, a 1.5 kilometre
compulsory paddle between sheer cliffs and
then, hopefully the Prostanthera 1 had come to
sce. ‘There was one leature ol the Shoalhaven |
had read about which gave me a feeling of
apprehension; The Sluice, an unusual rapid
with a supposedly two metre drop into a
whirlpool. This proved to be great fun, the two
metre drop being drawn oul, although possibly
more dangerous with a higher water level.

Paddling through the Blockup, scattered
mauve flowing plants of Westringia eremicola
var. quaterna grew out of small cracks in the
cliff breaking the monotony of the constant
paddling. These plants were obviously
different to those in cultivation. All leaves were
arranged in whorls of four and were mostly
less than one millimetre wide, 815 millimetres
long, with recurved margin and appexs
subulate. The calyxes has a fine white
tomentum so as to appear glaucous and the
corolla is pale-bluish purple with red dots in
the throat.

The monotony of paddling was soon forgotten
at the end of the Blockup with an entertaining
long cascading rapid which ended near

Fordham Canyon. The Prostanthera was casily

found. Unfortunately, it had all but finished
flowering and was suflering badly from the
recent dry spell. Even though good flowering
specimens were not obtainable, valuable
information about the frequency, lack of
variability and habitat details were.

This essential information was not clear from
the original collection. After a short break it
was time to head back through the shady
coolness of the Blockup to Paradise Creck,
nearly three kilometres upstream. Leaving the
shelter of the Blockup and walking the last
kilometre, through dense clumps of Acacia
clongata, Lhe sun bealing down ficrecly
healing the metamorphic rock and sand Lo
unpleasant temperatures. The stillness of the
air gave no relief. Lunch at Paradise Creek
certainly lived up to its name as the only
worthwhile shade was obtained here under a
few she-oaks. As I revived, the daunting task of
a 450 metre climb up a steep razor-back spur
made the pool I was in extremely inviting.

After a further 15 minutes soaking, I made the
irrational decision to head up New Chum
Ridge which was facing directly into the sun.
Superb views of the Blockup were gained in
the ascent. At the top of the first pinch, a third
population of the mint was observed. It again
appeared constant in its features, including the
while corolla.

Reaching New Chum Fire Trail, it was only 5-6
kilometres back to the car. Tired but rewarded,
I rcachcd my car and headed back to Sydney.
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Dear Brian,

Greetings from Glenbrook and I hope you have not
frozen up yet.

I am plcased o report that (or the (irst time 1 have
had a few naturally-occurring scedlings come up.
One is a very nice bush now, with strains of P.
incisa and P. ovalifolia in it. Then there were two
others looking like P. prunelloides come up in a pot
of P. calycina. The P. calycina is not a very good
looking plant, but it does hang on. T lost P.
serpylifolia — in a pot — it succumbed after the
rainy spell. I lost one P. sericea but still have
another. I would love some cuttings of P, teretifolia
— do you know where I could get some?

I am not able to get around much as I do not have
a car now. I do see Barry Conn on Tuesdays at the
Herbarium where I do some volunteer work,
mounting specimens.

Best wishes,
Ruth Overton.

= h—

Thank you for the copy of your Prostanthera and
Westringia Newsletter and congralulations on Lhe
presentation,

Dear Brian,

Reading through it inspired me to report on some
of my prostantheras. 1 do not get much input [rom
the members of my study group, but then
dodonaeas yet do not have the attraction that the
mints do, but in time, I hope that they will.

My second favourite plant next to dodonaeas is
prostantheras. In 1984 George Althofer sent me a
great bundle of cuttings and [rom them I have
propagated lots of plants and shared them with
Tassie friends, as well as collecting others in the
meantime. Mauve and purple are favourite colours
for me and the range of shades in the mints,
including the blues, pinks, whites, reds and yellows
add a great variety to the garden, along with the
usually fine and dainty foliage.

Jeanette Closs.

**—#*4&4‘

Herewith a cheque for $10 to cover membership of
the Prostantbera and Westringia Study Group for
another year.

Dcar Brian,

I hope the litlle extra can be put to some use for
paper or stamps or something necessary.

Congratulations on your publication — I always
look forward to it.

I would really like to get some of the smaller mints
and westringias going in the nursery to offer as
general garden plants — Lo Joe Blow rather than 1o
specifically “native” nuts. Could you advise where il
may be possible to obtain a few cuttings?

Many thanks,
Ross MacDonald.

= k-—

Over Lhe years I have planted and lost quite a few
Prostantheras, two are surviving, despite the
weather. One was about 10 cm. high when I put it
in. T had won it in a raffle, the name has been lost
but slowly it grew and finally flowered last year,
only about four flowers. It reminds me of some
humans, they overcome calamities and survive and
others give up for no obvious reason.

Dear Brian,

All the best.
Regards,
Joyce Strong.

=il e =

Enclosed is cheque for subs due — plus donation.

Decar Brian,

I thoroughly enjoy your excellent newsletter — love
the accompanying sketches. — and am always
inspired to go searching the nurseries for another
different {to me) Prostanthera io add io my
collection.

So thank you and I look forward to the next
newsleller.

Sincerely,
Valerie McConchie,

-o;b—#k#}ﬂéﬂ-

Dear Brian,

Thank you for the latest newsletter. I particularly
enjoyed the account of your “rootlessness” because
we have recently been through much a wandering
phase, but hopefully, we will still be here to see
this garden come into its own. I also enjoyed
Barry's account of his collecting trip. We have just
come back from our annual trip to Esperance, but
this lime drove ourselves instead of bussing,.

Barbara Buchanan,

M;\k—(&*
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CUTTING LXCHANGL

Refering: to Hobert s erticle, "lhe Study Group", page five this news-
letter. Roicit yuts tremendous effort into his workwith the Labiates
through his eollceting, gtudy and crovuing btoechniques and goins remarkable
results. e heve vrozressed a long wey since his joining the group.

Lolert has novu olfered to dmplement a cutting exchange on a fairly
Timited bagis, available only to financisl gtudy group members,

Lcwberg may request cutbings bub the cost of the padded bag and the
cost of rostopge must be sent by return mail to ilobert on receipt of
material,

ADDHINSS
Robert Miller
Vildflower Garden
7 Sylvan Grove
FICKIC T@ INT HSu 2213

HOADSTD RAIDIRG ~ brian Timmis

Thursday, october 11, Uy wife, Lynnetie end I made an ecrly stort to
meet Study Group member, Noel CGertwright, and wvisit with Boel, the spectac-
uler "GBrundah lints", F. ovaliflora, necy Grenlell, bSW,

Georpe Althofer describes these mints far better than I can in his
"Cradle of Incense", rage 45. I can only say, "it is mind boggling?

I visited this porulation Lour yerrs ago when there was a lot of re-
growth, This regrowth is now up %o six feet tall and the mints cover sev--
eral acreg as. the dominant plant, making a scene unecualled in beauty.

Apein I didn 't allow enough time to see all Noel had to show us. bub...
A Study Group meeting is to be arranged at brundah on 6th and 7th October
next yesr, Detoilg next newgletter.

After lunch with loel and Sharon and some time in Poel's interesting
native garden we headed north to Tottenham, My first rosdside find was
P. howellise? growing with Grevillea floritunda, 15 kms north of Tullamore
on the ro=c to Tottenham,

After gpending the night with friends I set off at 6 am to see what
was out there, I had good maps and the "Cradle of Incense" for likely
locations., A lot of time was spent backtracking through the remaining
small pockets of tueh, finding meirly Lremophila sp., Dodonea sp. lots
of daises, eucalyptus and wilga. T thought thot maybe the PROSTANTHLERAS

were now gone,  BACITiLehT, 32,6kms from the Lobadsh crossroads towards

liymegee I was survrised to find a porulation of P, aspalathoides (deep

orenge form), about 50 plants in full {lower, ot the roadside. A

further 3.5 kmg, again on the left hand side of the road, were two small

populations of T, ringens with their green flowers in full bloom.
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I next hended for Cobar, looking for what was to become the elusive
F. striatiflora, ALL likely locations proved nmegrtive. About 3 pm I felt
that T was not geinge to find this planl so decided that a couple of schoo -
ners at kyngan sounded good.

With hores conpletely gone, I was 2.5 kms west of Hermidale, on the
roascglde of Tthe Derricr Fighway, wher apmesred white flowers in profusion,
P. gtriatifloin, as I had never geeon before, Plants to six feel were doi—
pletely londed with flowers, BLISH,

Furthes to tho roadside sara.... I have since collected a form of P,
incara (3 colour forms) at Heiyla, north of Mogss Vale, In the same area,
at Lundanoon a poouletion of Yrostanthera in the P. howelliae complex,

Cther ercilin~ Tfinds in this nrea werc Telorea monpgensis, lioronia mnicro—
T £ ’

phylls, L, florabunda and bagera caritata,

EROSIATHINA SIULY GROUE TES SIS

A first for a 3GAP Study Group

Helryp funds Advertise the study group

Colour: Dblue with purple writing and picture of P, cineolifera
Price: 18 dollars vlus 2 dollars postape

I\‘ame: L R R R N N N N N N N N ]
"A'ddIIOSS : LA N L B R B B R IR B B R B RN R B B RN RN R B R I I I

L R R R R R I I T ST S S S SN T T Y

Size: @mall (20) seeees medium (22)eeesses Llarge (24)evee..





