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A long overdue hello to all membem is m order. 
The study group is stin alive and well, although a re-think as to the pmmtation of our 
newsletters has been ncccssary due to financial ccm&nts. The distribution of The 
National Mint every seumd month has been put on hold tmpondy so as to accrue 
sufficient h d s  to allow for the pduction of another addition of hianthas ahead of the 
m t q o b k d  date of 19%-7 as outlined m the last National Mint Newsletter. 
43w quest for hding to the New-South Wales Region was-apparently received well 
with the committee members acknowledging the standard of -tation and content of 
the pubIicahon, ~ w i m  was made concerning the limncia1 outlay of publication (cost, 
as outlined in The Nalional Mint December 1993) as to whether or not this could be 
jdfied when a less costly format would ako d i s s k t e  the m a  hfmdm. It was 
also suggested that the utikation of existing Society resources may well prove to be a $ viable proposition by lowning the cost of production thereby enabling us to continue with 
the same quality of presentation. Lyn Thompson kindly offeted to look into this M e r  

A 

and will be discussing the idea with Les Taylor. 

Jim and W h a  Thompson have been a 
drivmg force behind the group in recent 
times actively participaling in cuuing 
days and successfblly prop- a large 
number of plants some of which have 
been donated to Burrendong and The 
C~e~~ilea Pzk iit B f i .  Recedy rhey 
also organised two displays which were 
of a high standard, creating inkrest and 
prmidmg infinmation into a section of 
native plants poorly known am- the 
g c n ~ ~ a l  public. The displays were held at 
the Australian Winter Garden Festwal, 
Rouse Hill and Floriade, Gosford. 

Bob Wilson kindly donated excellent 
slides from which Jim and Wilma were 
able to have photos enlarged, adding 
greatly to the presentation of the display. 
The Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney, 
kindly allowed the group to borrow 
&p@ deplctmg current taxonomic 
research mto Labiates undertaken by 
Htrbarium Staff. In this re@ I would 
like to thank Peter Richards and Bany 
Corn for making this possible and to Sid 
Firmer of the East Hills Group for 
t r aqmbg them to Rouse Hill. 



Greuillur Park 
On a recent visit to The Orevillea Park at BuUi, 
Ray Brown showed me the areas into which our 
Prostmthera and Westnngu have been planted. 
It was intmsbq to note the growth response of 
species within areas and between areas. Most 
hvourable growth was abtainod in areas of least 
competition ie. raised garden beds. Many of 
these plants were donated by Brian Timmis 
from material collected fiom the hills behind 
Port Macquarie. However, the drop dead 
syndrome was also apparent wxth the odd plant 
hrmmg up its toes whilst adjacent plants looked 
p e r f i  healtfiy. The majolity of the plants 
donated by members are located on a nofierly 
aspect under a canopy of Eucalypts in the 
emtmg soit Whilst growth of many species was 
slow mvival rate was excellent espeMally in the 
light that rainfall has been low. Favourable 
caulitions should see these plants make an 
d e n t  display m the next few years. 
lzxxuSc9 lzaxxlse's 
I also have been busy although not as involved 
with bshnthera as I would like with protracted 
local environmental concerns talang much of 
my time. We were successll m preserving a 
number of impcn-tant although pitifully small 
mmant habitats. At Greenacre where the 
tedmiopmenr of rhe 'viban Transpori 
Authoritis Bus WorlcEhop into high densty 
duster homes was to see Gr- Last Green 
Acre, a Woolybutt stand conthing Acacia 
pubescens and number of other vulnerable 
speues, destroyed. The other was the habitat of 
the en- Green and Gold Bell Frog in the 
adjacent Slmthfield MImicipaky, threatened by 
warehouse cxmslmhon which was to decimate 
b e e n  65 - 70% of the Creek in the 
whvelapment of an area of land prev~ously 
owned by Telecom. In both instances years of 
negotiations with local councils and State 
Government Departments indwhg Department 
of Plarmm& National Padcs and Wildlife Service, 
National Trust, Heritage Commission etc have 
redted in a satisfactory outcome. 
Re&mmy 
In October 1993 my Wife and I  success^ 
rediscovered an unnamed hslmthm m the 
Somersby area which was presumed extinct ie it 
hd LIO? been collect for over 50 years, 
unftdmately only to discover the area is m 
imnixlcnt threat of being tumed into an 
indmhl estate. The National Pads and Wildlife 
Service have carried out surveys to try and 
locate the species within the mtmclmg 

Brisbane Waters National Pa& but to date have 
not located any plants. 
I*&g sad& 
A new member , Dave Tierney is currently 
studymg the breedmg mechanisms of the 
species and population status as part of studies 
with the University of New England. He -has 
kindly agreed to pass on his hdmgs to be 
incapmated m the next edition of Lasianthos. 

eP- 
Barry Corm recently took up  IS appomtment as 
the Australian l3otmid Liawn Officer at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. The position is of 
one year dmhon, with the appntee bang 
selected fiom amongst suitably qualified 
botanists throughout Austmha. Barry's wife, 
Helen and son Blair will join Bany and his three 
daugbtersmlate Octoba. 
'Iheir stay at Kew will enable Barry to again 
study many of the type specmens of Labiates 
first hand but this time wilh sufbent  time to 
absarb the usential details needed to clanfy 
tinther some of the taxonomic problems within 
the !h@ especially the East Coast 
Frostanthem We look forward to the outcome. 
Speciaw's Dir* 
The Tamnmh R&on has begun a speclalist 
chrectory to help answer members questions 
wm the motto Yhe answer shouid be as h 
away as your phone" &. 
Norma Duff is nominated as the Aostanthem 
and Boronia expert. Any quest~ons? Ring 
004923 1 19 
Where and What Now? 
Brian Ti& has again moved, this time to thc 
W Kangaroo Valley. The Shoalhaven 
River catchment is an immense tract of rugged 
country and as an aid m the location of 
Prostanthera Brian has decided that aerial 
remgmmw: is what is needed and is c m t l y  
qarwing a foray by helicopter. I've been 
invited along but I'm not as yet qmte sure what 
my job is? So if you see someone danghg by a 
piece of rope brandishing secateurs you know 
who it is. 

Robert Miller -H 

are needed 
for our 
newsletter. 
Please put pen to paper. 


