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you may know Lea Tzylor has resigned as leader of the  group. He s t a r t ed  the 
5" 3 ~ 2  originally and has helped many nembera, l i k e  myself, t o  become in te res ted  i n  
:"ros$anthera. Lea ha3 indi'cated he is willing t o  a s s i s t  anyone who wishes t o  write 
t o  him at  4 Prospect St., Blacktown 2148. 

I have accepted the posi t ion as leader and am now presenting sly first newsletter* 
,;,though I am not an expert, I expect ua, as a group of ac t ive  members, t o  provide 
. h ~ . l p f u l  and reliable inforpation i n  future newsletters. Please keep m e  up t o  date 
: news about Prostanthbra species, par t i cu la r ly  ones growing well f o r  you, ones you 
l 5 r d  bard t o  maw and !hose new ones y ~ u  have collected recently. 

?~r~Bhdong Arboretum, near yel l ington,  N. S. Wo w i l l  be the venue ~f for our first 
.. - p i t  I would l i k e  a q  members who are able t o  a t t end  a weekefid a t  Burrendong . . 
:, l e t  me know as  soon as  possible. Burrendong zlready has a large collection of 
+c,sLanthera; hopefully maw w i l l  be flower and cf i n t e r e s t  t o  melrhera. In a later 
.., ..,,v,letter l)l.g I hope to provide a list of mints and how they are growing under what I 
believe t o  be ideal conditions. Hopefully we could cover subjects including, m%ting  
..;:a grafting  technique^. Eo dwbt there will be some planting and weeding t o  do- 

d* . 

. .  . 

I Some members a re  now growing this r a r e ,  but interesting, p l a i t .  A m e a b a m  
Toronto, N. S. W. , Kevin Stokes, has f o r  some years now been growing Proatanthem densz. 
21.2 has s u ~ ~ e s ~ u l l l y  g ~ o w n  a large plant, -flowering well, i n  a 30 cm. tub; also &s 

m n y  other  plants coming on. . Look for Kevin's a r t i c l e  i n  the next newsletter, I ;it*breakthrm@ f o r  P.' d&m, crra thought to be extinct in the Crumlla area 
: <:cuLB'bf Sydney) is that it has been re-discwered i n  Cromlla. An area of extremely 
':- 2;utlful p lan t s  was- found by Robert Miller, an employee a t  Sylvan Grove Native Garden 9 

-,arks t own. 

CASTLE HILL SHOFIGROUND , OCTOBER 1 3TH-14TH , 1984 

The Prostanthem Study Graup has already been asked and has indicated a Prostantbera 
, .>play w i l l  be exhibited. This date will be a month l a t e r  than paat exhibit ions and 
<.h~i;I.d be ideal,  as more mints should be in flower. Any members who are growiw suit- 
, '? 1.9 plants i n  containers or  will k v e  available c u t  flowers for th is  s h ~ ,  please l e t  
::f S7xp l ~ e f  o r e  next newsletter, a s  I rill have more information by then. 

P':!.CISTANTHERI~ aspa lathoides 

I I One of our new members, Kiat Low, i s  very in te res ted  i n  studying t h i s  mint and has 
several forms. He would like members growing t h i s  p lant  t o  send cut t ings ,  p a r t i c u l a r u  
.those of knmn or igin* Is any one growing a white form? 

I' Cuttings can be sent  t o  qy present address 102 Lugarno Pde . ,  Lugarna 2210 and I I ' u i i l  pass them o n  %o Kiat. 



I have been growing Prostanthera species i n  containers f o r  2 o r  3 years  and present 
indications show some of them performing very well. Several a r e  i n  30 cm. (12") pots,  
but  mogt a r e  i n  20'cm. -These would probabqy a l l  prefer  the  l a rger  pot but lack of 
space prohibi ts  th is .  These plants a r e  i n  a semi-s hade area ,  facing west. A t  t h i s  
time of the  year,  duting ear ly  afternoon, they receive f u l l  sun and a l l  decide t o  have 
a l i t t l e  w i l t ,  however look b e t t e r  l a t e r  i n  the evening a f t e r  watering. P. caerulea 
(60 cm. t a l l )  concerned me a s  there had been v i r t ua l l y  no top g~owth  during the  past 
15 months. It was suggested t o  me tha t  I examine the  root  b a l l  f o r  possible nematode 
at tack.  The lower half  of the  s o i l  contained no roots  a t  a l l  and exposed roots  i n  the 
top half appeared t o  have nematodes. I applied granu la r  "Nemacur", watered it i n  and 
now believe my plant  looks much b e t t e r  with some new growth. . . 
G W I N G  

It seems Prostanthera species have a reputation of being hard t o  keep going i n  our 
garden si tuations.  IQ first Prostanthera was planted i n  1977 and i a  s t i l l  growing well. 
S everal  other P. species a re  looking good - but many have died. 

Grafting may be the  answer t o  es tabl ishjng hard t o  grow mints. I f e e l  it i s ' t o o  
ea r ly  t-o claim alry success with my g r a f t s  but the f o l l o w i ~ ~ ~ l o o k  promising. P. s i ebe r i ,  
P. incana; P. rotundif a l i a  (pink),  P. caerulea;" P. crucif  lora; .  P. prunelloides and 
Pa mqnif  ica. Using a top  wedge g r a f t .  and e i t he r  Westringea 'f ru i t i cosa  or  W. brevif o l i a  
a s  root  ntockb Any members who have been gra f t ing  with buccess~.please l e t  me have a 
report  for .  the  next newsletter. 

cum1fis; , . 

.. 
Members wishiw- t o  participa* i n  a aut t ing exchange, please forward me a list - 

availebla or: l eu t t iqgs  yw wmM likem' Subject t o  €b res@onk I: mceive, I can m m ~ e  
thfa and pwide a liat in future newalewere. .I would also lib -bare t~ fornard 
i so rma t ion  sh-ng exact locati'ons of mints growing i n  the wild. Necessary information 
is - flowering. time, habi t ,  number of p lants  (approx: ) colour and leaf shape or any 
other point of i n t e r e s t ,  etc. ' 

. . 
During the  Christmae and ~ e w  Year period Prostanthera lasianthos was seen flowering 

beaut i ful ly  adjacent t o  the  highw at the  top of Bu l l i  Pass, N. 9.W. rzne plant probably 
5 me high. There was a l s o  ti magnificent display of Ceratopetalum apetalum, unfortun- 
a t e ly  only t o  be viewed while drivi'ng on t h i s  narrow sect ion of road. 

., . 

Membership fees  a r e  now due f o r  1984. 



LIST NO. 1 JANUARY 1984 
- .>. . . -  

Available t o  f i nanc i a l  members only. 

Send cost  of postage and packing t o  me by re tu rn  mail. Amount w i l l  be enclosed with k8 cu t t ingmate r ia l .  

Quanti t ies and a v a i l a b i l i t y  w i l l  depend on demandpas i n  aome cases, not a  l o t  of 
mater ia l  i s  uyet available.  

Allow f o r  some delay due t o  su i t ab le  mater ia l  sometimes not being ac tua l ly  ready t o  
be  taken a s  cut t ings  . 
Cuttings w i l l  be sent  on Mondays by PRIORITY PAID thus' avoiding any hold-ups. 

A b r ie f  descr ip t ion f o r  those not familar  k f t h  plants. A s  many Prostanthere species 
d i f f e r  i n  form, some indicat ion from descr ip t ion may be useful  f o r  people co l l ec t ing  
s e l ec t i ve  forms. 

aspalothoides 

c ruc i f lo ra  t o  2 m x 1 m 

P. aspalothoides 0.7 x 0.7 red  flowers, s trongly aromatic, l i nea r  leaves t o  
6 mm 

2. yellow flowers,  a s  above 

3 white/cream flowers ( cross-like) leaves 
ob l icu la r  grey-green. 

I 

4 c r y p t a n d r o i d e s l m x l  m mauve f l ower s l eaves  n a r r o w t o 8 m 0  

50 densa lm x 0.6 mauve flowers, leaves de l to id  l i g h t  green. 
7.- - 

6 e discolor  1.5-2m x Im mauve flowers, narrow leaves 12 mrn x lmrn 

U 11 can be spectacular  i n  flower 

incana 1.5 x 1.5 mauve f lowers,  leaves ovate t o  10 mm revolute 
margins 

incana 1m. x 1 m. white f lowers,  leaves a s  above, probably Gosf ord 
form 

las ianthos  t o  5 m. white flowers severa l  d i f f e r en t  forms including 
species  growing south of Sydney 

ovalif o l i a  2-4 m. x 2m, purple flowers 

marif o l i a  lm x 1 m mauve flowers, leaves s imi lar  t o  p. incana white. 

nivea t o  3 m. x 1 m. white flowers, leaves narrow l i g h t  green 
I 
I 

I 
13- ova l i fo l i a  var. l a t i f  o l i a  2-3 m. la rge  ovaie se r ra ted  leaf 

14. ova l i fo l i a  "Violet Beauty" fo l i age  darkens when flowering 

15. phylicif  o l i a  t o  1m. x lm. mauve flowers, narrow dark green leaves 
I 

16. mel i s s i fo l i a  2 m. x 3 m. pink flowers, aromatic crinkly leaves 
I . I  

' I T e  rhombea 1 me  x 1.5 mauve flowers aromatic dark leaves round revolute 
margins 

1 8. rhombea pink f lowers,  not aromatic leaves,  l ight  green 
round more open plant  needs pruning 



22-tting Ekchange &I st No. 1 cont. 

rotun53folia several  forms including pink flowering small leaf  form. 

saxicola var. montana t o  0.4 me white flowers. 

s i e b e r i  2 m. x 2 m. mauve flowers, s trongly aromatic, ovate toothed 
leaves 

I 

,7 ~ 2 .  spinosa 0.5 x 1 m. lavender flowers, leaves ovate t o  8 mm l i g h t  green 

23, s t r i a f f l l o r a  1-2m x 1 m. cream flowers,  l i g h t  green lanceolate leaves 

t e r e t i f g l i a  1-2 m x 1 m pmple  flowers,$ leaves grey-green t o  15 mm x 1 mm 

I , !-.-e has been a few.FK~uesto for seeds. Bayone ab le  t o  co l l ec t  seed could they 
f o;.:*ard them t o  xe, 




