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Ap a c t i v & t y  severa l  members and myself f ind  i n t f ~ i & s t l n g  i s  c o l l e c t i o g  ~ T o k t a n t h i r q  
*shecies growing Ln the  ,wild. Znf~rmat ion QV a c t u a l  lpcat ions  cap. be pbfaiqed f;& 

. people knqyfng of t h e h  existence.  Some ,books g&ve, d e t a i l s  when descr$bbng. p!apts, it 

A- 

is  usuallyi necessayy t o  allow plenty of t o  do the  a c t u a l  searching. Eqis t ing  
BGrb&f$iiii;in;eiiTl-qEf i a i i  g i k  reasonably aCc3yate i n f d r q t i o n  % f o r  f iqdingL plants< ~ ? c l p d i n g  

-- --.---------- unnamed ones. . . $ !  - i - , ?T  

D r .  Bstry Conn, Botanis t  a t  the,  National  Botanic Herbarium (Victor$a) is  involved i n  
producing a .complete revis ion  of Prostanthera,. I would l i k e  *%eys t o  read again, tpe 

' azticle i n  Newsletter N0.3 by Barry and consider  c o l l e c t i n g  Hprba,yipm mater ia l  which 
could he lp  i n  t h i s  r ev i s iona l  work. A s  t h i s  is  important,  I have re-&$$ten some'Lf the  
a r t i c l e  mentioned, a l s o  b r i e f  notes on how t o  prepare p lant  specimens. - - , 

Material  can be s e n t  eit;her d i r e c t  t o  , - Pr. G. J. Conn, .- . - 
Botanis t ,  
National Herbarium, 

I I r- I ' i  ' t ! I  ~ i & h d  Ave--- --- -.------.----.---.- 
8 

< - :  - % : < a  ' . . South Yarra Vfc. 3141 
. ; . *  # : i  J 

o r  given t p  me for .  £owa6bing t o  Barry. 

"Record everything t h a t  not  o r  cannot be adequately preserved on--bhe Herbarium' a 
material ' .  

- , 5  --.-----. --- --,.. __, 

1. Habi ta t  : give any information p e r t a i r i n g  t o  the  s t r u c t u r e  bi. c-d&j%ci~~fiofi o f ' t i e -  
T 

p l a n t  *community Srom which the  sample was co l l ec ted ,  the  commotl epecies ,should be ; l&s ted .  
I f i  t he re  Cre sei ierel  l evd l s  i n  the  coarmunity , t he  'the most common occurring from each 
sh&ld U e  EiSedd. c , -I ,. 

I t 1  : ! a  , ,  . , , - - -  b ,  @8 

A b r i e f  desc r ip t ion  of the  s o i l  and rock type ( i f  known) should-be given. 

A statemetft on the  frequency'-(i .e.  abundant, sparse)  is a l s o  useful ,  s ince  t t ' i n d i c a t e s  
how ithportant the plant  species  is i n  the communkty. 

I ." 
2.  Habit - : Type and degree of branching (whether open spreadingLplpnt  o r  dense - c A p a c t  
shrub) a l s o  a desc r ip t ion  of p lan t  s i z e ,  incfuding h e i s h t  e t c .  

The following points  CAN be included with the  specimen o r  they may be preserved qlong 
with most o f  the  s t r u c t u r e  of  the  p lant .  

Descript ion of  the  wood and bark should be included f o r  t r e e s  and th* l a r g e r  woody shrubs, 
a l s o  a wood and bark sample should be co l l ec ted .  

' . - ,  * 5' 

Since the  colour pa t t e rns  a r e  q u i t e  complicated i n  Prostanthera,  more d e t a i l e d  i a f ~ ~ r m a t i o n  
concerning colour i s  preferable  to merely s t a t i n g  whether t he  specimen has: f a r  example, 
b lue  o r  red flowers. I would l i k e  to-know: 

- . -  6 

( a )  the  colour  of  t h e  calyx (when i n  f r u i t ,  a s  wel l  a s  i n  f l m e r  i f  both a r e  ~ r e s - e n t ) ;  
(b)  t he  colour of  the  ou te r  surface  of the  c o r o l l a ;  
( c )  the  colour of  the  inner  surface  and whether t h e r e - a r e  any mark.ings present  

, (such as do t s  and' o the r  pa l l5nat ion  guides);  
( d l  the  colour of the  stamina1 f i h n t s  and the  anthers  ( t h e  an the r s  o f t en  have some 

(coloura t ion  l a t e r a l l y )  ; 



. L  - 

The dimensions of c e r t a i n  reproductive pa r t s ,  e ~ ~ e c i a l l ) ' ~  fo; f leshy flowers and f leshy 
f r u i t s ,  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  useful  whenlthe mater ia l  i s  pressed and dried.  I n  Prostanthera 
the  width o f  the  c o r o l l a  mouth i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine from dr ied  mater ia l .  S p i r i t  
ma te r i a l  (70% Ethyl alcohol)  is  another waysrot preserving fea tures  which a r e  not vreserved 
well  i n  the  d r i ed  pressed s t a t e .    ow ever,. measbrements should s t i l l  be made s ince  many 
f ea tu res  alsd.6ecome d i s t o r t e d  i n  s p i r i t  co l l ec t ions .  S p i r i t  c o l l e c t i o n s  should be used 
more f r e q u e n t 1 y . a ~  a supplement t o  d r i ed  pxessed mater ia l .  

. . 
The presence df i1 :went7  ( f e i n t ,  s t rong,  d i s t i n c t ,  pleasant  e t c .  ) i n  leaves,  flowers, 
f r u + t s  ,' bark and wood i s  r a r e l y  recorded. It i s  su rp r i s ing  t h a t  few c o I l e c t o k ~  have 
recnrded the  scent  of the  leaves of our Native Mint Bushes! It i s  important t o  record 
t h e  presence o r  a b s e n c e . ~ f  thes  urs  because some s,pecies of  Prostanthera do not 
have a. scent.'I 1 

Other infkrtnation 'required is  l o c a l i t y  i n c l .  a l t i t u d e ,  i f .  known: 
6 r . % 

Plqnt, ggec;im?ns should be se lec ted  very carefu!ly t o  provide a l l  poss ib le  information 
i ~ e .  of ,stem witb h & a l ~ h $  leaves,  flowers and f r u i t r  (if any), These m y  have t o  
be  S e ~ i e ~ t F d .  a t  d i f f e r e n t  tirn$sa8bf; the  year .  Sahples which Consist of m s i n g l e :  l ea f -  
rr 6f damaged, or. unhh'ealthy leaves: and flowers are of' not much use. >. 

, X I  
I . I  1 " 

Drying and Pressing u s i h ~  ~ b s b r b e n k  Paper " 

This method requi res  a p l e b t i f u l  'supply of paper such as '  newspaper, par t i cu la r ly .  ins, 
humid weather when +he she,ets should be changed da i ly  f o r  about 4 days, then every 
2-3 days until the s p e c i m e ~  is' completely dry. Most p lan t s  can be dr ied  i n  less than 
a fa~tn ight ,~ ,  The.successfu1 preservat ion of colour and fo l i age  i s  dependent upon 
careful drying. 

Each specimen should be l a i d  o u t  nea t ly  on a sheet  of newspaper and arranged i n  t h e  
charh2ter.f 'stic form of the  plant,. ,.If necessary, turn  a l ea f  o r  two over s,o t h a t  the  
reverse  s i d e  i s  v i s i b l e .  Cover the  specimen with severa l  shee t s  of paper.' Add l aye r s  
of  p lan t s  and paper -unf i l  the  p i l e  i s  about 10 cms t h i c k  and top i t  with a f i rm sheet  
of 'a matekial. shch 'as cardboard o r  pegboard. . I  , , A  I ,  J 

) 1 , $ 1 1  1, . - .  - - 
, * 

~ p p l y  moderate pressure by placing bodks er o the r  heavy ob jec t s  .o? t h ~  top., ~ x ~ ~ e t d  I 
I 

pressure w i l l  damage the  specimens. s a , $  

'The resprnse from m&inbers4 +f- the  Study droup was not  overwhelming i n  o f f e r s  t o  h e l p  
with the  Prostanthera display.  This i s  a good opportunity t o  e tpose  ,mint bush& i t  
t h e i r  f l a r e r i n g  bes t  to  the  public. An a rea  between two Sydney nursery d i sp lays  
probablg 10 m x 4 m shou'ld provide a spectacular  show. - A l o t  ~f conta iner  p lants  
w i l l  be needed te i r e a t e  a mass disfllay:: Please contapt  m e  a$ soan a s  possib,le Ilf 
you a r e  a b l e  t o  help.  

' I . '  I 
1 

Worth seeing w i l l  p rmab ly  be severa l  advanced flowering ~ h t s  of Progtanthera 
magnlfica grown by Brian and Nola Parry a t  "Floralands" o the r  showy p lan t s  w i l l  include 
P. s i g b e r i ;  P. debs and P: ro tund i fo l i a  (p ink £om) : , ," . : 

Cut flowers and 'graf ted  p lants  w i l l  a l s o  be p a r t  of  t h i s  d isgiay  (I have only  one ' 
6ffer 6f cue 'fio'tjersT: .. 

t i , '  % 
j * ,  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please watch f o r i m y  riew address: Probably during August,or September, I was us ing 

P.O. Riverwood, hewever t h i s  was-sometimes unre l iable .  I w i l h  n o t i f y  members 9s soon 
a s  a 'neu a'ddres6' and phone no. is 'known, , Please use e x l s t i n g  f o r  now. 



Prostanthera aspal athoi  des - redefi  ned 

Barry J .  Conn 

National Herbarium, Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra. Victoria.  3141. 

In my recent  paper on Prostanthera sect ion K l  anderi a (Conn, 1984), I 
have redefined Prostanthera aspalathoides.  This species i s  now regarded a s  
being confined t o  the  eas tern  and south-central S ta tes  of Mainland Austral ia.  
The Western Austral ian plants  which were previously regarded as  belonging t o  
t h i s  species a r e  now defined as  belonging t o  a number of new species d i s t i n c t  
from P.aspalathoides. The most d iagnost ic  d i f ference i s  t h a t  the  inner surface 
of ths calyx i s  glabrous i n  P.aspalathoides, whereas i t  i s  hairy i n  the  
segregated Western Austral i an  species.  

A b r ie f  descr ipt ion is  provided below, w i t h  miscellaneous notes. 
' 

Prostanthera aspalathoides A.Cunn. - ex Benth. Labiat. gen. spec. (1834)453 

Small shrub, 0.3-1 m high. Leaves of ten clustered on shor t  s i de  branches, 
glabrous o r  hairy; p e t i o l e  absent o r  l e s s  than 0.5 mrn long; lamina t e r e t e  t o  
compressed-terete, oblong-linear, l i n e a r - e l l i p t i c  t o  linear-obovate, 
(1.5-)2-6(-10) mm long, 0.5-1 mm wide. Pedicel 2.3 mm long; prophylls  
(bracteoles)  near base of calyx. Calyx 5-7 mm long; outer  surface hairy; 
inner surface glabrous; lobes more o r  l e s s  equal i n  length. Corolla 10-20 mm 
long, red,  pink-red, orange, r a r e ly  ye1 low; inner surface usually with dark 
spots on abaxial (lower) and l a t e r a l  lobes. Anthers 1.5-2 mm long, a1 though 
appendage appearing absent,  one s i de  of connective usually extended t o  form a 
minute basal appendage up t o  0.3(-0.5) rnm long. P i s t i l  17-18(-25) mm long. 
Mericargs (F ru i t )  2-2.5 rnm long. 

- I 8 

* --.. _ .  

N . S . W .  

I- 

k m  

134 140 146  -1  52 
1 1 

Distribution map or Prosranrhera ospalarhoides. 



Distribution:  Queensland (Maranoa) , New South Wales (centra l  Western Slopes, 
South Western Pla ins ,  South Far Western Pla ins)  , Victoria (Ma1 1 ee ,  Northern 
Pla ins)  and South Austra l ia  (Murray Mallee, M t .  Lofty Block, Gulf Pla ins ,  
Northern Myall Pla ins ,  and centra l  Mallee and Dunes). 

Conservation Sta tus :  This species  i s  considered not t o  be a t  r i sk .  

Ecology: Occurs i n open Eucalyptus i ncrassatalg.  soci a1 i s Ma1 1 ee  comnuni t i e s  
w i t h  open understorey commonly of Me1 a1 euca 1 anceol a t a ,  1. unci nata,  Trio*, 
sp. and other  heathland plants .  

I t  occurs i n  associa t ion w i t h  a va r i e ty  of rock types. I t  grows on sandstones 
and shales,  amongst sandstone outcrops, on red sandy soi 1 s, overlyi ng g ran i te  
o r  i n  shallow calcareous s o i l s .  
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PROPAGATION AND CULTIVATION NOTES FOR PROSTANTHERA DENSA. A . A .  Ham 

by Kevin Stokes ,'. ' 5 k ; 

There would seem t o  be a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  regarding t h i s  Prostanthera a s  one o.€.,, 
A u s t r a l i a ' s  r a r e  and endangered p lan t s ,  once more common than now, i t  has disappe&ed 
&6m many a reas  due mainly t o  h a b i t a t  reduction.  There have been populations - (J 

"rediscovered" recen t ly  i n  places where i t  was previou$Qy kqpwn t o  e x i s t  and a new 
stand has been found i n  the  Port Stevens area  of N.S.W. by an amatgur bo tan i s t ,  M r .  
Don McNair of  Newcastle. Specimens sent  by Don t o  the  fierba+rium ' a t  the  Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Sydney were pos i t ive ly  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  ~ r o s t a n t h e ' t a  densa thus extending the  
known range of the  p lant  by a considerable amount a s  i t  has not been recorded so f a r  
t o  the  North previously. - I ' 8  

" .,i- 

t * i, , < 

I have been t ry ing  t o  uncover the  s e c r e t s  involved i n  growing P.';densa f o r  about f i v e  
years  and a l l  the  o r i g i n a l  mater ia l  f o r  propagation came f q ~ m  the  Port  Stevens 
population. The a c t u a l  patch the  cu t t ings  were raken from 'hg s ince  been o 5 l i t e r a  ted 
by a housing development and although the re  aye fu r the r  scands nonei'could be considered 

5: secure from a s imi la r  f a t e .  So the re  a r e  probahtyr, two 'reasons f o r  p e r s i s t i n g  with 
t r i a l s  oE P, densa f o r  not  only would i t  be a very' des i rab le  pleants f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  
but a l s o  by continued propagation w e  may he a b l e q t o  ensure the  survival  of a very 
a t t r a c t i v e  Prostanthera.  . . )  

i r t  " 

PROPAGATION i c -  

Although I have found some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  growing ~ : j , d e n s a ,  propagation hy c u t t i n g s  has 
proved t o  be r e l a t i v e l y  easy, a s  with most Prostantheras.  The c u t t i n g s  w i l l  s t r i k e  i n  
a va r i e ty  of mixes and an ordinary coarse sand 'vemi-cul i te  o r  coarse sandlpeat  moss one 
i s  s u i t a b l e .  The percentages of  the  mix doesn ' t  .keem t o  be c r i t i c a l  a s  the  cu t t ings  have 
s t r u c k  f o r  me i n  almost pure peat moss, t h i s  i s  nbt  a recommended p r a c t i c e  fo r  general  
propagation work however. The percentage I have found t o  work a s  well  a s  any i s  approx. - " 

: 2 / 3  coarse sand and 1 /3  whatever e l s e  you decide t o  use. The c u t t i n g s  have s t ruck  i n  a . -d 3 . small poly-house, a make s h i f t  poly-house made from the  o ld  standard i c e  cream conta iner  
, . '  ' ' , a n d  p l a s t i c  bag method and i n  a l a rge  f i s h  tank converted t o  a g lass  house. Cutt ings 
, ..-: " a r e  sometimes slow t o  s t r i k e  and Autumn o r  l a t e  summef is ,  i n  my experience, the hes t  

, . 
, :  

- time t o  take them although they w i l l  s t r i k e  a t  any time of  the  year ,  There i s  sometimes . . .. , -  _ ?  a considerable d i f fe rence  between the  f i r s t  and l a s t  of  a batch of  c u t t i n g s  t o  s t r i k e  
:;ts - - ,  .and the  slowest ones a r e  genera l ly  not vigorous and take a long time t o  develop i n t o  a 
, ,;,,T * -'- 

. . useable p lant  so  i f  the re  a r e  enough p lan t s  f o r  your purposes from the  e a r l i e r  s t r i k e s  
, i t  would probably be bes t  t o  discaed those t h a t  take an excessively long time t o . s t r i k e .  

Cutt ings a r e  prepmedin the  usual  way e.g. mainly heel  and t i p  cu t t ings  although 
sometimes hardwood was used. These were made approx. 75mm long with the  l m e r  2 '3 of 
the  fo l i age  removed a s  w e l l  a s  flowers and any buds t h a t  a r e  apparent.  

CULTIVATION 

The c u l t i v a t i o n  of P. densa has been more dkf f i c u l t  and very l i t t l e  success h a s  been 
achieved, so  f a r ,  i n  general planting.  The species  does however respond very well  t o  
pot c u l t u r e  and I have had p lan t s  1ast.Tor some years w i t h s l i t t l e  bother .  *he s o i l  
mix used i n  pots  cons is ted  of one p a r t  coarse sand, one par t 'good loam, and one p a r t  
compost. Some lumps of  charcoal i n  the  mix (no t  a l a y e r  on the  bottom of the  pot)  
could a l s o  be advantageous. These percentages could be var ied  t o  s u i t  ypur own con- 
d i t i o n s  o r  t o  experiment with d i f f e r e n t  mixes. I th ink any of the  ingredients  could 
be exchanged f o r  another of s imi la r  qualitk. '  P. densa i n  pots ,  or i n  t h e  ground f o r  
t h a t  matter ,  does not  l i k e  t o  dry out  and it  w i l l  soon le t  you know by w i l t i n g  i f  t h i s  
should happen. I have used both vermicul i te  and peat moss i n  the  mix a s  w e l l  without 
any apparent ill e f f e c t s .  Maintenance had consis ted  of watering, pruning, ( t ak ing  
c u t t i n g s  o r  t i p  cut t ings--- if  these  a r e  not d ~ n e , ~ r e g u l a r l y  the  p lan t  may become leggy 
and heavy pruning could r e s y l t  i n  the  l o s s  of the  p lant )  and feeding twice a year  w i t h -  
a slow re lease  f e r t i l i s e r .  I would not recommend the use of o the r  f e r t i l i s e r s  o r  menure 
on P.. densa i n  pots  ( t h i s  would pobab' ly apply t o  most prostantheras)  unless  i n  very - '  

small amounts, i t  i s  s a f e r  not t o  use them a t  a l l .  

*( ,' ; 
' I 

'4 



P. densa seems t o  r e s e n t  d i s tu rbance  once i t  becomes f a i r l y  l a r g e  s o  I would s u g g e s ~  
t h a t  p l a n t s  be placed i n  200mm o r  250 mm pots  ( o r  l a r g e r )  a s  soon a s  t h e  p i a n t  has  
hardened and is ready f o r  p o t t i n g  on, t h e  l e s s  r e p o t s  between a small  con ta ine r  and 
t h e  p l a n t s  u l t i m a t e  home t h e  b e t t e r . <  I have h a d ' s e v e r a l  l a r g e  p l a n t s  d i e  a f t e r  
t r a n s f e r r i n g  thep from a 150 rnm pot t o  a-:.larger one. Why t h i s  procedure is , . t roublesome 
w i t h  P. densa and not  most o t h e r  p l a n t s  $.a a mystery+'E,*have no way of  expla in ing .  
There were some prsblems, du r ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  t r i a l s ,  w i t h  Nematodes (small.w6rms t h a t  
a r e  i n v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  ~ a k e d  eye, t h e i r  e f f e c t s  can be seen  a s  nodules formed oh t h e  
r o o t s  af p l a n t s ,  The wymptoma a r e  s t u n t e d  plants,  l a c k  of  f lowers ,  and often: 'discoloured 

a l e aves )  and alchaugh they'gan he a s e r i o u s  p e p t  they a r e  r e a d i l y  c a s t r o l l o d  with a 
nema t i~gdq  L S V C ~  a5 " N ~ ~ I ~ c u F ~ ~ ,  Nematodes haya bsen t h e  only pea t  gngauntered ad fa r  
a p a r t  an occas iona l  a q t e r p i l l a r  o r  s l u g  when t h e  p l a n t s  weye young, 

T r i a l g  wit$  P ,  dansa i n  t h e  grpund have been l ~ s s  encouraging qnd t h e r e  i s  only one 
p l a n t  rema1nCng a f t e r  maoy a t t empt s  t o  f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  p o s i t i s n ,  This  p l a n t  i s  approx. 
3 yea r s  o ld  bu t  i s  no t  g r ~ w i n g  well and has  reached only 450 mm i n  thfa time and i s  
s p a r s e l y  fallaged arid has under s i a e d  f lowers ,  It i s  i n  a b u i l t  up bed a g a i n s t  t h e  
house and remain8 f a i r l y  dry because of  thg overbang*sg eaves,  i t  requ$tes  f requent  
water ing  i p   sump^ and o t h e r  dry  s p e l l s ;  Boi l  i n  t h e  5ed i s  a ~ a n d y  loam gf low 
f e r t i l i t y  and qlghaugh t h e s e  p a i n t s  seem ~6 sugges t  t h e  p o s i t i q n  i$  u n s u i t a b l e  this i a  
by, ane $ern~jn$nl: p l an t  ou t  of gbout 15  ( t h g r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  small  gneq t h a t  have j u s t  

' 5 e e n  p lan ted  apd t h e s e  arc a l l  doing w e l l ,  s o  f a r ) .  Members of  t h e  s tudy  group may 
f i n d  i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  carr,y ou t  t h e i r  own tria'ls t o  determine t h e  b e s t  s i t u a t i o n s  f o r  
I?.' densa, perhaps keeping a p l a n t  i n  a tub  f o r  c u t t i n g s  a s  there is  much ' to  be learned  
on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  To a s s i s t  those  t h a t  would l i k e  t o  work i n  t h i s  area,  t h e r e  fol lows 
a b r i e f  bo t an i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  and some e x t r a c t s  from t h e  no t e s  of Don McNair regard ing  
t h e  p l a n t s  n a t u r a l  growing cond i t i ons .  

PROSTANTHERA densa tl .A. Hamil ton  

P. densa grows t o  apgFpx. l m .  x .600 mm, stems and l eaves  h i s p i d ,  l e aves  roughly diamond 
' shape ,  d e l t a i d  or; nea r ly  co rda t e  w i th  recurved edges,  t h i c k J  Flowers relatively=I'arg'e; '  

' a x i l l a r y  and 1avendey.coloyr .  

.(, R a i n f a l l  : 14QQ mn Avi ( p o r t  Stevens)  

S o i l  : Rocky sbafTww s q g t s  ~f decayed TuGcanite h i l l s  a£  a very hea@'cfay l i k e  s t r u c t u r e ,  
' -  

P,H,% 4 ? 2 ,  and ~ g t a i n s  mqisture pyer 8 cons iderab le  p e r j ~ d  of  t i p k ,  

Vegetat ion;  Mpst p l a n t s  were growing i n  approx. 5Q% shade under an  apen Eucalypt 
woodland. Understory s p e c i e s  being t o  .5m i n  he igh t .  P. densa was to be found i n  
i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  s i d e s  ~f h i l l s  f ac ing  Eas t  and South . ,  , 
Trees: Eucalyptus haernastoma Sm. E. globoidea Blakley , Casuartna t o ru losa  A i r .  . I t  

Lower s to ry :  Doryanthes exce l sa ,  Carr. Lambertia formusa Sm. Banksia c d l l i n a  R. B r  
Ground covers:  Poa s i e v e r i i  Spreng. Amsopogon arenaceus R. ,BE'; ~ e u c d ' $ o ~ o n  c o l l i n u s  
R . B r .  Blandfordia  g r a n d i f l o r a  Sm. 

Bushfire:  From o b s e ~ v a t i a n s  t he se  are$? have on!y been burned seve re ly ,  November 1951, 
December 1965, December 1979. A f t e r  December 1945 gqd December 1979 rggrowth was slow 
t ak ing  up t o  3 yea r s  f o r  P .  densa t o  cl?mpete w i th  t h e  lower s t g r x .  

Flowering: Flowering time i s  u s u a l l y  frdm rg October bu t  f lowering can 
occur  throughout t h e  yeay. The droughts  I n  1976 ,198t had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on f lowering,  
however i n  February 19gl  r a i n f a l l  of 275 mm i n  2 d a i s  k a s  recorded i n  Po r t  Stevens and 
t h e  response o f  P. densa '  was dramatic ,  many p l a n t s  cQntinbed t# flower dur ing  t h e  w i n t e r  
months. . .Th i s  was -accompanied- by equa l ly  dramat ic '  growth; I 

Specimen from .Port Stevens was submit ted to  t h e  Nat iona l  fierbarium on t h e  8 t h  September 
1965 f o r  posg t ive  i d e n t t f  i c a t f q n .  ~ a t i i j n a l  ~ e r b a r i u m  Ref. . - .  NCF/GES 

I ) 

References . "Cradle af Incense" by 6.W. A 1  t h q f e r  
Notes an Pros tan thera  densa by D.L. McNair 

c I would be most i n t e r e s t e d  t o  hea r  from anybody growing P. densa o r  h e l p  i n  any way i f  
someone would l i k e  t o  t r y  t h i s  most i n t e r e s t i n g  Pros tan thera .  I can be contac ted  a t  
t h e  fol lowing address:  Kevin Stokes,  27 I n g a r  Close,  Toronto 2283 (049) 594706. 



PROSTANTHERA STUDY GROUP VISIT TO BURRENDONG ARBORETUM 

A small group of members are planning to meet at Burrendon for what could be a very 
interesting week end in September. 

Peter hlthofer provided me with information to cri.!pile n list of Prostanthera currently 
growing at Burrendong. There no doubt will be changes made to existing lists of 
Prostanthera species following the completion of the revisional work now being under- 
taken by Dr. Barry Conn, however for this purpose I am using the species list from the 
"Cradle of Incensei'. It is obvious there are many plants yet to be collected,not 
overlooking the many forms of more well known species i.e. rotundifolia and ovalifolia. 

List of species growing at Burrendong Arboretum 

Prostanthera aspalathoides 
baxteri var. crassifolia 
caerulea 
calycina 
chlorantha 
cineolifera 
collina 
cryptandroides 
decussata 
densa 
denticulata 
aff. denticulata 
discolour 
granit ica 
hirtula 
phylicifolia 
aff. phylicifolia 
prunelloides (white form) 
rhombea (mauve form) 
rotundifolia 
rugosa 

PLANT LOCALITIES 

P. aaxicola var montana 
sieberi 
spinosa (mauve form) 
howel 1 iae 
incana (white and mauve) 
incisa 
lanceolata 
lasianthos (forms) 
leichardtii 
aff. leichardtii 
lepidota 
lbthosgermoides 
marifolia 
melissifolia 
microphylla 
nivea 
nivw vat.induta 
ovalifolia 
s triatiflora 
stricta 
teretifolia 
violacea 

Several members and other interested people are finding Prostanthera species growing in 
the wild. Many are well known; others not so. I am making a record of all information 
regarding these localities with a view to seeing them during their flowering season. 
Plant material is also being collected. The following are of some interest. 

Prostanthera ovalifolia - RankinSpringsM.S.W. 
P. saxicola - The ~oyd/Kanani.,ra Walls area N.S.W. 
P. melissifolia - Kylsrone N.S.W. 
P. sp. (undescribed) - Khyber Pass area N.S.W. 
P. ovalifolia (several forms - Expressway near Gosford N.S.W. 
P. rotundifolia - Halls Gap, Victoria 

Members from Tasmania and Queensland are also sending information and cutting material to 
to me. 

CUTTIN@ EXCHANGE 

The cutting exchange was very successful following the lastnewsletter. All cuttings 
sent,including one package of rooted cuttings,apparently arrived in good condition. As 
most mints are now going into the flowering season, I am unable to send any cutting 
material until after spring. A few late requests for cuttings will have to wait till 
then. h continuing list will be in next newsletter. 




