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" Ra in fo res ts  a re  too  s e n s i t i v e  t o  be e n t r u s t e d  t o  f o r e s t e r s  " ( N e v i l l e  Wran 1987 ~ n i v e r s i t ~ d r e s s  ) 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

As we have decided t h a t  the  l o c a l  h a b i t a t  i s  so  f a r  ahead o f  Sydney 's ,  most  o f  o u r  t i m e  w i l l  be spen t  he re .  Bes t  t o  have y o u r  
correspondence s e n t  d i r e c t  r a t h e r  than  most o f  i t  hav ing  i t  be r e - d i r e c t e d ,  thus  c a u s i n g  f u r t h e r  de lay .  

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND FINANCES 

A  r e d  s t i c k e r  above w i l l  remind members t h a t  t h e i r  fees s h o u l d  now be p a i d ,  o r  t h a t  they  a r e  overdue. I am l o a t h  t o  d e l e t e  
those  who have n o t  y e t  p a i d ,  because ( a )  they  may be g e n u i n e l y  s h o r t  o f  t h e  ready  money, ( b )  t h e y  have over looked  the  m a t t e r .  
However, i f  people do n o t  w ish  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  membership o r  whose i n t e r e s t s  have changed, and they d o n ' t  read  the News- 
l e t t e r  anyway, i t  i s  o n l y  comnon c o u r t e s y  t o  a d v i s e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  I would much a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  approach, and would be most 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  reasons f o r  w i t h d r a w i n g  f rom t h e  Group. 

If you are f i n d i n g  a l l  t he  l i t t l e  e x t r a s  d i f f i c u l t  i n  the  c u r r e n t  economic s i t u a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  me know so t h a t  you can 
m a i n t a i n  membership and c a t c h  up w i t h  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  when t h i n g s  improve.  I t r u s t  t h a t  members agree w i t h  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  
Our bank balance remains adequate f o r  t h e  n e x t  few N e w s l e t t e r s .  and t h e r e  I s  enough t o  c o v e r  sma l l  o u t - o f - p o c k e t  expenses f o r  
anyone o f  the  Group who may i n c u r  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  R a i n f o r e s t  s t u d i e s ,  r e s e a r c h ,  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  k n o w l e d g e o r p u b l i c i t y .  

NEW MEMBERS 

A  warm welcome i s  extended t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g .  Ted Teutsch 9  R ichards  Ave, Eastwood 2122 (No t  r e a l l y  new, b u t  mere ly  over-  
looked.  S o r r y  Ted.) SGAP Menai Group c / -  21 E l l i o t t  Rd. Menai 2234 SGAP New England Region P  0  Box 735 Armidale 
2350. 

STILL WANTED - A  SYDNEY CO-ORDINATOR 

I would be somewhat d i s a p p o i n t e d  i f ,  a f t e r  a l l  t he  e f f o r t  I have p u t  i n t o  o r g a n i s i n g  an e n t h u s i a s t i c  and l o c a l l y  a c t i v e  soc ia  
i n f o r m a t i o n  exchanging mob g e n u i n e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  R a i n f o r e s t ,  t hose  a c t i v i t i e s  l a p s e  because o f  the  l a c k  o f  an o r g a n i s e r .  

There i s  l i t t l e  work o r  t ime  i n v o l v e d ,  and much s a t i s f a c t i o n  can be o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  members. If you a re  
prepared t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  would y o u  p lease  l e t  me know A  S  A  P. 

NEXT N  S  W MEETING I S  SUNDAY 21 ST OF JUNE 

Rober t  Payne o f  Umina has o f f e r e d  t o  gu ide  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  which as usua l  w i l l  be combined w i t h  an i n f o r m a l  mee t ing .  Robert 
w i l l  have us l o o k  a t  an area a t  Palmgrove i n  t h e  ~ u r i n b a b ~ r e e k  v a l l e y ,  near  Gos fo rd .  Palmgrove i s  the  b i g g e s t  R a i n f o r e s t  i n  
t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  w i t h  over  28 species o f  canopy t r e e s  ! de w i l l  have a  barbeque l u n c h  in t h a t  area,  so come p repared  and t e l l  
y o u r  f r i e n d s ;  shou ld  be a  g r e a t  day. Meet a t  t h e  o l d  P a c i f i c  Highway and c o r n e r  ofOh+mbah Creek Rd., j u s t  a  s h o r t  way n o r t h  
o f  Ourimbah a t  9 AM . Ourimbah Creek Rd. i s  on t h e  western o r  l e f t  hand s i d e  i f  coming f rom Sydney. 

A  COMBINED BRISBANE AND NSW WEEKEND ACTIVITY ( ? )  9TH and lOTH OF MAY 

Ron Twaddle i s  o r g a n i s i n g  a  weekend t r i p  t o  Teran ia  Creek n e a r  L i smore  . I t  wou ld  be a  go lden  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  meet o the rs  frow 
i n t e r s t a t e ,  a l s o  t o  l o o k  over  Hugh & Nan N icho lsons  n u r s e r y ,  I r m a ' s  G u l l y  ( see  a d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h i s  i s s u e )  and some f i n e  
R a i n f o r e s t s  i n  the  d i s t r i c t .  F u l l  d e t a i l s  a r e  n o t  y e t  completed so i f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  phone e i t h e r  Ron a t  07 379 8105 o r  
me on 065 87 1268 l a t e r  on. 

OTHER BRISBANE MEETINGS BEING PLANNED 

Saturday 11 t h  J u l y .  Probably  a t  Ga t ton  Co l lege  Sa tu rday  12 t h  September. A  g u e s t  speaker  t o  be o rgan ised .  
D e t a i l s  on the  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be g i v e n  i n  o u r  n e x t  N e w s l e t t e r .  

A COMBINED NSW AND QLD WEEKEND ACTIVITY ( ? )  lOTH and l l T H  OF OCTOBER (PLUS A  COUPLE OF DAYS EITHER SIOE) 

Would YOU p lease  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  suggested da te  f o r  t h i s  get-together has been changed from the long weekend. C 0 n n i ~  
Mcpherson has reminded me t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Conference o f  D i s t r i c t  Groups Is being held  a t  A r m i d a l e  during t ~ a t  t ime  and t ha t  a 
number o f  o u r  members ( i n c l u d i n g  me) w i l l  be a t t e n d i n g .  As A r m i d a l e  i s  only a b o u t  200 kms from Byabarra and not f a r  Out of tt 
way f o r  those  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Sydney, i t  would be t o  everyone 's  advantage t h a t  our Study Group meet d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  the conferen< 
(which i s  f rom t h e  3 r d  t o  8 t h  O c t . )  Therefore more da tes  f o r  t h e  diary. Long weekends are lousy t imes t o  t r a v e l  anway; much 
b e t t e r  t o  (1) take  a  coup le  o f  f l e x i - d a y s  ( 2 )  spare s i c k i e s  ? ( 3 )  so what - i t  beats work ing .  Let's have a r e l a x e d  few days, 
en joy  the peace and t r a n q u i l i t y ,  l e a r n  t h i n g s  and be i n  good company ! 

Please l e t  me know a  few weeks beforehand so t h a t  we can o r g a n i s e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  t o  see and do. 

MEMBERS PLANT LISTS 

A b i g  thank y o u  t o  Graham Nosworthy, Ashley P i l e ,  J u d i t h  B rass ,  Da le  Johnson, N e r i d a  S i l k e ,  A l e x  Lyons, Paul  Brady, C o l i n  
Anderson, G e o f f  Long, Helen T r a n t e r  and a  group a t  K i n  K i n  f o r  g i v i n g  y o u r  l i s t  o f  p l a n t s  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  t o  E s t h e r  T a y l o r .  
Could t h e  r e s t  o f  us send i n f o r m a t i o n  on p l a n t s  we grow o r  t h a t  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  us ? E s t h e r  i s  deve lop ing  a  comprehensivt 
r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  w i l l  be of g r e a t  v a l u e  t o  those seek ing  v a r i o u s  R  F i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  who may be i n v o l v e d  i n  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s .  



NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

CandCtions a round  ldh ian Whlan(Lismore NSU) have been good SO f a r  t h i s  g row ing  season and Ralph Woodford says t h a t  many o f  t h e  
s o - c a l l e d  p r i m a r y  R F s p e c i e s  have produced seed f n  abundance. C o n d i t i o n s  on t h e  g round  have been g e n e r a l l y  i d e a l  f o r  much 
o f  the seed to  germina te ,  a p a r t  from a  few weeks i n  January, sa i t  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  some o f  o u r  p i o n e e r  and 
secondary r e g r o w t h  areas t o  see what  seed l  ing e ~ t a b l  ishmcnt  we g e t  from t h e  seed f a 1  1  . The..Laurel s  have cropped p a r t i c u l a r l y  
heav i ly  t h f s  y e a r  s o  we have a d i f f e r e n t  combinaeion of trees t o  p l a n t  o u t  i n  t h e  wood lo ts  t h i s  y e a r .  A t  home, nearby, t h e  
p r v i o u s l y  g r a s s e d  area t h a t  we spread w i t h  Camphor l a u r e l  wood c h i p s  has r e a l l y  jumped ahead t h i s  y e a r . P r e v i o u s l y  a  l o t  o f  
the t r e e s  s u f f e r e d  From stress o r  died m a i n l y  f rom t h e  r e f l e c t e d  h e a t .  So I grew a  c r o p  o f  Rockmelon and Watermelon over  t h e  
mulch and i n s t e a d  o f  r e f l e c t i n g ,  they  have absorbed t h e  s u n l i g h t  and h e a t ;  t h e  t r e e s  have s a i d  thanks and we've had a  g r e a t  
c rop  o f  melons ! 

Inez Armi tage  i s  back home and r e c o v e r i n g  from a  s t a y  a t  Kempsey h o s p i t a l  a round  Xmas. A l though  g e n e r a l l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  the  
house I n e z  has s e n t  o f f  a  packe t  o f  t h a t  r a r e  and endangered Syz ig ium p a n i c u l a t u m  t o  E s t h e r  T a y l o r  so p l a c e  y o u r  o r d e r s  l a d i e s  
and g e n t s .  

I know wha t  i t  i s  1 i k e . R i c h a r d  Wickham o f  San Remo, V i c ,  has been f l a t  o u t  k e e p i n g  2 p r o p e r t i e s  g o i n g  and I f u l l y  agree t h a t  
t r y i n g  t o  p l a n t  o u t  and c l e a n  up a  bush b l o c k  can g e t  r i g h t  o u t  o f  hand. R i c h a r d  has had good r e s u l t s  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p7.ant.s a l t h o u g h  none have y e t  f l o w e r e d  - Buckinghamia c e l s i s s i m a .  M e t e r o s i d e r o s  queens land ica ,  Rhododendron lochae ,  O r e o c a l l i s  
w i c k h a m i i  (wou ld  have been a  d i s a s t e r  i f  t h a t  one d i d n ' t  do w e l l  R i c h a r d ! ) .  T r i e d  Randia f i t z a l a n i i  b u t  i t  appears t o  need a  
warmer p o s i t i o n .  Bought  a  r a t h e r  poor  specimen o f  Archidendron g r a n d i f l o r u m  as i t  was the o n l y  one the  n u r s e r y  had, a1 though 
i t  has d o u b l e d  i n  s i z e  i t  i s  s t i l l  o n l y  50 cm h i g h .  A l l  o f  these p l a n t s  seem t o  e n j o y  every  b i t  o f  Osmocote and T h r l v e  I can 
cram i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  g r o w i n g  months f rom September t o  March. Enjoy t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  keep up the  good work.  

Our one and o n l y  i n d i v i d u a l  South Aust  member - P h y l l i s  Dadswell has r e s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  Group as she i s  swamped w i t h  work and 
i s  u n a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a n y t h i n g .  Bes t  wishes P h y l l i s  and thanks f o r  y o u r  p a s t  i nvo lvement .  I t  must  be a  b i t  o f  a  b a t t l e  i n  
g row ing  R  F  p l a n t s  I n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  S  A. I c a n ' t  grow E r e m o p h i l l a s  h e r e  so I know what i t  i s  l i k e .  

Thomas C a r l s s o n  has been g l o b e - t r o t t i n g  aga in ,  chas ing  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s  i n  Madei ra o f  a l l  p l a c e s .  I know what I ' d  be d o i n g  
i n  Made i ra  and I t h i n k  i t  would s t a r t  w i t h  samp l ing  t h e i r  p o p u l a r  p r o d u c t ,  v e r y  f i n e  s h e r r y .  Mind you,  o n l y  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  
b e s t  one t o  use i n  t h e  Sandpaper F i g  jam !.Thomas d i d  the grand exper imen t  b e f o r e  he went away and s e n t  us a  F l i n d e r s i a  seed- 
1  i n g  t o  see how i t  w o u l d  t r a v e l  o v e r  such a  d i s t a n c e  ,(from Sweden) I t  a r r i v e d  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  a1 though somewhat f l a t t e n e d  
b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  k a r k e d  i t  a f t e r  a  week o r  so .  

I h e a r  t h a t  one o f  o u r  l o n g  t e r m  members f rom Newcast le ,  Paddy L i g h t f o o t  has been made a  l i f e  member o f  SGAP because o f  the  
l o n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Newcas t le  a rea .  Paddy has been g r e a t l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  the  
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  a  degraded w e t l a n d  a t  S h o r t l a n d  which i s  now a  p r ime  h a b i t a t  f o r  b o t h  v i s i t i n g  o r  m i g r a t o r y  and l o c a l  w a t e r -  
b i r d s .  A  g r e a t  number o f  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  and t h e  p l a c e  l o o k s  g r e a t .  Corg ra tu la t ions  on y o u r  recog-  
n i t i o n . !  

E l i z a b e t h  B a x t e r  was d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e  " R a m b l @ ' d i d n 1 t  make i t  t o  Queensland and s a i d  t h a t  she e n j o y s  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  any- 
way. A  Coachwood, Cera tope ta lum apeta lum t h a t  she o b t a i n e d  when i n  Sydney i s  d o i n g  q u i t e  w e l l  , so  i t  seems t h a t  Kenmore's 
h e a t  and h u m i d i t y  may n o t  be d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h i s  Warm-temperate spec ies .  B u t  n o t  so  w i t h  most  o f  t h e  Cunoniaceae, so ve ry  
f r u s t r a t i n g ,  j u s t  l o s t  t h e  second G i l b e a  adenopeta la. .  L i k e d  the  B u r r i q b a r N u r e r y ' s  s e t  up so  she p l a n s  t o  c a l l  i n  a t  t h e  
f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  (Good t o  see t h a t  members f i n d  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  these  pages f rom t i m e  t o  t ime .  I t  makes a1 1  o f  my 
e f f o r t s  seem so w o r t h w h i l e .  E d ) .  

More Sydney members have  f e l t  t h e  u r g e  t o  escape f rom the  whatever8 down t h e r e  and a r e  p l a n n i n g  t h e i r  f u t u r e  change. P i p  and 
Tom G i b i a n  have bough t  a  p r o p e r t y  near  Gloucester ,and a l though  they  t o o  a r e  f l a t  o u t  r e v e g a t a t i n g  the  b l o c k  as w e l l  as the  
usua l  chores r e q u i r e d  around t h e  p lace ,a re  l o o k i n g  fo rward  a  f u t u r e  more r e l a x e d  l i f e s t y l e .  They a r e  a t  Upper Bowman , a  
l o v e l y  s p o t  n o t  a l l  t h a t  f a r  f rom G l o u c e s t e r  and B a r r i n g t o n  Tops. We w i s h  them w e l l .  

Norm McCarthy had a  v i s i t  f rom Paddy L i g h t f o o t  ove r  Xmas and showed h im o v e r  h i s  garden.  Paddy was p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressed 
w i t h  t h e  range o f  Syz ig iums t h a t  Norm has.  

P roposa ls  t o  p r o t e c t  R a i n f o r e s t  on t h e  NSW c e n t r a l  coas t  a re  c o n t i n u i n g  so Rober t  Payne has been k e p t  busy w o r k i n g  on t h i s  
most i m p o r t a n t  p r o j e c t .  Rober t  has v e r y  k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  t o  h o s t  a  Group o u t i n g  and g u i d e  us o v e r  some o f  t h e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
l o c a t i o n s .  I am t a k i n g  h i m  up on t h i s ,  d e t a i l s  e lsewhere i n  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .  Make a  n o t e  i n  y o u r  d i a r y  ! 

E s t h e r  T a y l o r  has s e n t  us l o t s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  and some g r e a t  news o f  happenings l o c a l l y  and Statewide,  much o f  t h i s  w i l l  be 
covered  i n  separa te  i t e m s .  She has had a  new shadehouse e r e c t e d  and f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  t h e r e  a r e  g i v i n g  b e t t e r  
r e s u l t s  f r o m  seed sown and t h a t  t h e  young p l a n t s  a r e  much happ ie r .  E s t h e r  has a l s o  been v e r y  busy c o l l a t i n g  l i s t s  o f  spec ies  
s e n t  i n  by many o f  us, aga in  more on t h i s  f u r t h e r  on. 

F i n a l l y ,  I must  a p o l o g i s e  t o  anyone whose comments I may have o v e r l o o k e d  because feedback and t h e  convey ing  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
g e n e r a l l y  i s  most  i m p o r t a n t  and s h o u l d  be a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  Group. I have been ve ry  c r i t i c a l  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  much 
news and v iews,  r e s u l t s  on g row ing  successes and f a i l u r e s  and j u s t  g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  were n o t  p u b l i s h e d  and I would h a t e  
t o  do t h e  same, i n a d v e r d e n t l y  o r  o t h e r w i s e .  So p l e a s e  remind me i f  e v e r  I o m i t  p a s s i n g  on a n y t h i n g  you  f e e l  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  

FURTHER SUCCESS WITH CUTTINGS I 
Paddy L i g h t f o o t  has grown these a d d i t i o n a l  spec ies  f rom c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  -- P e r s o o n i a  a t t e n u a t a ,  P i l i o d i s t i g m a  g labrum and 
Wate rhous ia  f l o r i b u n d a .  Paddy has grown many spec ies  f rom c u t t i n g s  and I seem t o  remember h i m  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  he d o e s n ' t  use 
any s o p h i s t i c a t e d  equipment  t o  grow them. Wonder whether  you  may have t i m e  t o  l e t  me have some b r i e f  d e t a i l s  o f  y o u r  method 
so t h a t  o t h e r s  o f  us can  have a  go and ach ieve  g r e a t w  ~ s u l t s  t h a t  many o f  us have had i n  t h e  p a s t .  

RESULTS FROM SEED 

Paul  B rady  of Sydney t r i e d  a  number o f  seeds f rom o u r  seed bank, most  o f  w h i c h  were n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r e s h ,  and succeeded i n  
g e m i n a t i n g  some P l a n c h o n e l l a ,  Syz ig ium pan icu la tum,  F icus  o b l i q u a  and Trema aspera .  However t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  a r e  coming f rom 
f r e s h l y  sown seed f r o m  spec ies  growing n a t u r a l l y  on t h e  b lock ,  as we wou ld  e x p e c t .  These i n c l u d e d  P i t t o s p o r u m  r e v o l u t u m  and 

Pandore p  n d o r  na 
I t  i s  good t o  t e a r  Row seed f r o m  o u r  s t o r a g e  goes as i t  c o u l d  i n d i c a t e  whe ther  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  wh ich  i t  i s  k e p t  a re  s u i t a b l e  
o r  whe ther  o t h e r  methods s h o u l d  be I n v e s t i g a t e d .  Anybody e l s e  ca re  t o  comment on how they  went  ? 

Whoops I I almost o v e r l o o k e d  Judith B r a s s '  repor t  on the seed t h a t  she o b t a i n e d  f r o m  us r e c e n t l y .  Trema aspera r o t t e d  so no 
success there (surprhlses me because they are a s o - c a l l e d  c o l o n f r e r  so  s h o u l d  be v i a b l e  f o r  a v e r y  l o n g  t i m e ) ,  and as y e t  A l p i n i a  
a r u n d e l l l a n a  % C o r d y l i n e  congestus havn't come up. As  a t  late November some o f  t h e  C is  us a n t a r c t i c a ,  Jasminum v o l u b i l e ,  
and many Worlnda j a r 3  no ides  and a 1 1  o f  t h e  I y r i g i u m  p a n i c u l a f ( n  were up,but s u b s e q u e n t l $ ~ i ~ ~ 3 # # ~ ~ h r 1 n g  t h e  "wet1'.  Two o f  
the Hicksbeachia germlfnated early a f t e r  soakfng fo r  a week f n  s e v e r a l  changes o f  wa te r ,  t h e  o l h e r  2 f l o a t e d  so  were p l a n t e d  
anyway. Not surprlisjngly they f a i l e d .  One o f  the s e e d l i n g s  died soon a f t e r  anyway. (Ed. They a r e  a d i f f i c u l t  p l a n t  a t  t h e  
best  o f  tlmes. J u d i t h  p l a n t e d  t h e  seed d i r e c t l y  I n t o  the garden t o o ) .  

We s h o u l d  a l l  keep t r y i n g  anyway,bound t o  h i t  t h e  j a c k p o t  e v e n t u a l l y  and we w i l l  a l l  have p l a n t s  coming o u t  o f  o u r  ea rs  l e a v i n g  
us w i t h  t h e  embarassment o f  "what a r e  we g o i n g  t o  do w i t h  them a l l  ? " 



WE A G A I N  H A V E  A SEED B A N K  CURATOR 

Our thanks to you Esther Taylor for taking on this  important position as well as maintaining members plant l i s t s .  H~er address 
i s  7 4  Francis S t .  Raymonds Hill Ipswich 4305. You should a l l  note th i s  address both for  sepding seed,to the bank and for 
your requests for material to try. The procedure is  to write with your request, and enclose a  self-addressed envelope of 
suitable size and suff icient  stamps to cover the postage. 

Seed presently available i s  - Ailanthus triphysa, Araucaria b idwi l l i i ,  Ficus (probably) coronata maybe f r a s e r i ,  F. coronata 
defini te ly because I have sent some, Pandorea jasminoides, Pararchidendron pruinosum, Petalostigma t r i locu la r ,  Pittosporum 
Pi ttosporum phyl leroides, Tocomaria ( ? )  h i l l  i  i , Croton verreauxii , Gei tonoplesium cymosum, Hibiscus heterophyllus, Cissus 
antarct ica,  Cordyline s t r i c t a .  Esther said that she doesn't have a  l o t  of space in the fridge, so doesn't partlcularly want 
to hoard seed. You should therefore keep your re uests flowing and have a  go a t  p r o p a g a t i n ~ a l l  those beaut things that 
you have for so long admired ( /$?/i/lr . f u / , n  &]rri,a a u - , d &  , - L a p p r , ~  o r b o r ( .  E S & / ~  Po yr err r r  uf+ &re 

l o  ) J 6J 

I n  addition I s t i l l  have a  lot  of seed a t  Eastwood that I will bring to Byabarra. Some of i t  i s  a  b i t  l ike me, getting old 
but i t  would be good for some of you to try a n d  see whether part icular  species have kept a  good % of v iab i l i ty .  I can ' t  
t e l l  you what i t  is  but check the past few Newsletters (you do f i l e  them, don' t  you a l l  ? ) .  Most of the seed l i s ted  will 
s t i l l  be avaikible. Incidentally some of Esther's stock i s  limited, so get in quick ! 

MORE ON S E E D  B R O A D C A S T I N G  M E T H O D  

Dawe Vance has scattered handfuls of the Bush Tuckeroo, Cupaniopsis anacard-:ioides i n  his rainforest a n d  has many seed- 
lings popping up. Also relat ively young (under 5   ears) Hymenosporum tlavum, Syzigium oleosum and Acmena smithii have offspring 
sprouting near them, without any particular attention given to them. 

T H I N G S  I H E A R  Monsanto 
That well known chemical giant a n d  manufacturer of Round Up/is said to be sponsoring the Wingham Brush Bush Regeneration 
project.  I will say no more until I confirm that this i s  in fact  true. 

STILL ON W E E D S  

Lloyd Bird has forwarded a write-up i n  "The AustralianHof 30/12/91 headed A L I E N  K I L L E R  W E E D  INVASION WIPING OUT HAPLESS 
NATIVES. I t  mentions that 18 alien plant species are posing an acute threat to native environments. Five of them are deig- 
nated as needing urgent a n d  irrmediate action by governments. Rubber Vine i s  par t icular ly bad  along the Gulf r iver  systems, 
and now extends to more than a third of Qld. Introduced pasture grasses are choking low-lying wet areas. Mimosa pigra we 
mentioned las t  issue. Athel Pine i s  colonising much of the arid country, b a d  news along those r iver  systems. CMacca" on 

"Australia All Over" has been giving this one a b i t  of a  serve la te ly  too. 

Although not being a  Queenslander, we have paid a  few v is i t s  to that State and ful ly  agree tha t  the other one nominated - 
Blue Thunbergia is  going to be a huge problem a n d  will surely lead to the loss of vast areas of Tropical forest .  This i s  
not a  plant that the nursery industry can be proud of by their  importation of th i s  indescribable thing in the i r  ongoing 
quest for the dollar.  I t  i s  a rapidly spreading vigorous vine that  smothers areas so strongly that  not another plant survives 

I know that some of the more aware D P I  people were most concerned about the spread of th i s  plant a t  a  very early stage. As 
is  so often the case though, the decision makers i n  the Dept. are often not overly br ight ,  cer tainly those who decided to 
do nothing about this  one were particularly inept - or corrupt. 

There is  much more I n  the a r t i c l e ,  none of i t  particularly cheerful,  so I 'd best not quote any more of i t .  

R A R E  AND E N D A N G E R E D  PLANTS - -  WHAT I S  THE SITUATION ? 

The "Courier Mail's" Earthwatch column l a s t  November stated that the Govt. was ignoring many of the species now a t  risk. 
I t  plans to increase the area of National Parks to 4% of the State ,  a worthy move and well overdue too. But i t  i s  favouring 
the establishment of large western holdings to make the i r  achievements look good. Smaller areas part icular ly i n  the Constant- 
ly developing South East , some only of around 1 ha. really need preserving too, otherwise a l o t  more plants will  be lost 
forever. A couple of s i t e s  around Pullenvale for example, have been recently bulldozed even though some of t h e  few remaining 
Scaly Myrtles grew there. Yet another s i t e  that contains some Myrtles i s  owned by one o f  our more rapacious companies t h a t  
propses to quarry the place. I t  also has about a half dozen rare or endangered species, one of which i s  endemic only to that 
location and nowhere else .  Lloyd has been involved in endeavours to ensure t h a t  greater importance i s  placed on there Van- 
ishing plants. Besides their  value to the environment, some of these rar i t f e s  could be o f  importance in genet ic  work. 

S t i l l  on the subject,  Lloyd Bird i s  continuing to receive favourable p u b 1  ici ty in his research on local Rainforest and with 
his achievements in growing so many rare plants on his home block. I t  i s  only by drawing people's attention to these matters 
that interest  i s  increased. And only by increasing interest  will governments s i t  u p  and take notice, and maybe get around 
to doing something which will be of vi ta l  and long term benefit to everyone. I f  any of you ever get an opportunity to inf-  

luence even one other person, please do not forgo that  opportunity. Remember, a l l  publicity i s  good publicity. 

2TGP PFIESS- N S  FORESTS HAD I.N EXTRUhELY SHORT REPRIEVE 

P r e d i c t a b l y  t h e  politicians went t o  w a t e r  OI?  t h e  l o n ~  overdue  s e r i o u s  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  was t o  be  u n d e r t a k e n  
b e f o r e  decisions were t o  be t a k e n  t o  l o g  i n d i v i d u a l  a r e a s  many o f  them d e s c r i b e d  a s  Old Growth F o r e s t s .  
Of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who vo ted  t o  w a t e r  down t h e  provisions t h a t  became law o n l y  d a y s  ago ,  one i s  a per-  
s o n  who was p r o s e c u t e d  f o r  f a  l in: :  t o  d e c l a r e  a l l  o f  h i s  t a x a b l e  income,  a n o t h e r  h a s  had t o  s t e p  down 
ffom a goverment p o s i t i o n  because he t o o  i s  t o  be t r i e d  f o r  t a x  e v a s i o n ,  and a  t h i r d  c o u l d n ' t  even  r u n  
a c a r  yard  - ~t f a i l e : ,  and he c o u l d  p o s s i b l v  be made b a n k r u p t .  My f r i e n d s ,  t h e s e  a r e  p e o p l e  who a r e  
makln.- d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  e-ry f a c e t  o f  o u r  l i v e s ,  o u r  w e l l - b e i n g  and maybe o u r  f u t u r e  s u r v i v a l .  

No wonder s o  man- A u s t r a l i a n s  a r e  contemptuous o f  o u r  p o l i t i c i a n s .  Even 2 o f  t h e  I n d e p e n d a n t s  who t a k e  
e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t rumpet  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  awareness  and c o n c e r n ,  v o t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  and 
s o  gave them t h e  numbers. 

A t  least one thing has come out of a l l  o f  t h e  furore, c l a i m  and c o u n t e r c l a i m ,  o u r  F o r e s t r y  Commission 
has  been found t o  have Seen breaking the l a w  over the p a s t  1 2  y e a r s ,  by f a i l i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t  Environ- 
menta l  Impact  Statements p r i o r  t o  logging  and r o a d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y .  The few E I S ' s  t h a t  were 
done  were prepared by t h e  comaiss ion ,  then considered by t h e r r s e l v e s  p r i o r  t o  g i v i n g  them a p p r o v a l  t o  
e e t  s t u c k  I n t o  an area. All v e r y  objec t ive ,  balanced and u n b i a s e d  - l i k e  h e l l .  So i n  fu ture  t h e  E I S ' s  
are t o  be considered by a different  Department ( P l a n n i n g )  t h a t  a l s o  j u s t  happens  t o  have  a N a t i o n a l  
P a r t y  m ~ n i s t e r  i n  c o n t r o l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  because F o r e s t r y  is  s o  fa r  beh ind  w i t h  t h e i r  E I S ' s  ( t w e l v e  y e a r s ? )  
l o g g l n g  c a n  go ahead  w h i l e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  i s  beinfr  p r e p a r e d .  So much f o r  t h e  v a l u e  
o f  a n y  a s s e s s m e n t  and s o  much f o r  G r e i n e r ' s  promise o f  endangered  s p e c i e s  l e g i s l a t i o n ( h e  promised i n  
1988 t o  make t h i s  a  p r i o r i t y . )  

one o f  t h e  t r u e  Independants  commented - " t h i s  r e s u l t  i s  a v i c t o r y  f o r  m e d i o c r i t y  



GARDEN OF THE MONTH - TERANIA CREEK N S  W 

" From overgrown waste land t o  a  l u s h  r a i n f o r e s t  garden " was t h e  head ing  o f  a  v e r y  comp l imen ta i - y 'desc r ip t i on  o f  an envi ronmenta l  
improvement p r o j e c t  on Nan and Hugh N i c h o l s o n ' s  p r o p e r t y  and d e s c r i b e d  i n  Sydney 's  Sun-Herald o f  A u s t r a l i a  Day 26/1/92. The i t e m  
i n c l u d e d  the  f o l l o w i n g .  "A 66 y e a r  o l d  grandmother has spen t  12 y e a r s  c o n v e r t i n g  a  lan tana-choked  was te land  near  Lismore i n t o  a  
lush ,  coo l  f o r e s t  garden. On e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a  500 met re  g u l l y  n e a r  T e r a n i a  Creek i n  n o r t h  e a s t  NSW s t a n d  n a t i v e  trees,palms and 
fe rns ,  w i t h  moss-c lad s teps  r i s i n g  above a  t i n k l i n g  c reek .  

Irma Chelsworth c r e a t e d  the  r a i n f o r e s t  garden bes ide  h e r  home u s i n g  m a t t o c k ,  spade, seca teurs  and l o t s  o f  p a t i e n c e .  She s a i d  she 
had n o t  s e t  o u t  t o  do a n y t h i n g  s p e c i a l  and t h a t  i t  j u s t  grew i n  t h e  making.  " I f  I ' d  known how b i g  i t  would be, I probab ly  would 
have been d iscouraged  - l i k e  a  woman who sees a l l  t h e  d i shes  she i s  g o i n g  t o  do i n  h e r  l i f e , '  Irma s a i d .  Not  t h a t  she sees h e r  
f o u r  hours a  day i n  the  g u l l y  as t o i l . " A  l o t  o f  peop le  my age p l a y  g o l f  o r  t e n n i s  - t h i s  g u l l y  i s  my p l a y t h i n g " .  

Irma moved f rom Melbourne w i t h  h e r  husband L a u r i e  i n  1980. A l s o  on t h e  f a m i l y  p r o p e r t y  l i v e  t h e i r  daugh te r  Nan and h e r  f a m i l y  
and t h e i r  son Ken, a  su rveyor ,  and h i s  f a m i l y .  Nan and Hugh N i c h o l s o n  - l e a d e r s  o f  the  1979 s t r u g g l e  t o  p r o t e c t  the Terania Creel 
b a s i n  r a i n f o r e s t  f rom logging. - r u n  a  growing r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t  n u r s e r y .  Now t h e  n u r s e r y  s e l l s  100,000 p l a n t s  a  year ,  supp ly ing  
gardens and r e f o r e s t a t i o n  e f f o r t s  - i n c l u d i n g  those by n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  depar tmen ts  f rom V i c t o r i a  t o  C a i r n s .  Through a  s e r i e s  o f  
books, the  N l t h ~ l s o n ' s  have b u i l t  a  r e p u t a t i o n  as e x p e r t s  on r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s .  The n u r s e r y  s u p p l i e d  t h e  s e e d l i n g s  f o r  I rma 's  
g u l l y  and ga ined  a  su re  source o f  seeds i n  r e t u r n .  

The g u l l y  garden was born  when L a u r i e  c u t  a  t r a c k  th rough  a  t h i c k  w a l l  o f  l a n t a n a  as a s h o r t  c u t  t o  Ken's  house. He found a  
g u l l y  so deep t h a t ,  accord ing  t o  l o c a l  s t o r i e s ,  a  f a r m e r ' s  t r a c t o r  once had o v e r t u r n e d  i n  i t .  The l a n t a n a  was e i g h t  metres 
h i g h .  The c reek  c o u l d  be heard b u t  n o t  seen. I rma began t o  r e p a i r  t h e  r u i n .  Her  husband he lped  when she needed i t .  Tonnes o f  
l a n t a n a  were hewn; hundreds o f  r o c k s  s h i f t e d  and thousands o f  s e e d l i n g s  p l a n t e d .  

A  decade l a t e r  t h e  p l a c e  i s  b e a u t i f u l  and seems a n c i e n t .  The canopy i s  t h i c k  and t h e  s tones ,  s t e p s  and f o o t b r i d g e s  a re  weathered 

B i r d s  c a l l  and b l a c k - s c a l e d  l a n d - m u l l e t  l i z a r d s  c r a w l .  A  c a r p e t  snake s l e e p s  o n  t h e  sun speck led  p a t h .  B u t  t h e  garden i s  n o t  
f i n i s h e d ,  f u r t h e r  up t h e  h i l l s i d e  l a n t a n a  t h r e a t e n s .  So Irma t u r n s  i t  i n t o  mu lch .  Lantana m u l c h i n g  i s  one o f  the  many t i p s  Irma 
has lea rned  about  renewing r a i n f o r e s t .  She s t a r t !  w i t h  f a s t  g r o w i n g  " p i o n e e r "  s p e c i e s  l i k e  C a l l i c o m a ,  wh ich  she o v e r p l a n t s  
f o r c i n g  them t o  f i g h t  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  canopy. And she s tays  v i g i l a n t  a g a i n s t  d e v a s t a t i n g  weeds and c r e a t e s  shade t o  h i n d e r  
them and encourage r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s .  

A  l o v e  f o r  A u s t r a l i a n  f l o r a  i s  i n  h e r  b lood.  Her  f a t h e r  was t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  SGAP. Back i n  the  1930 's  i t  was considered 
r a t h e r  s t range  t o  l i k e  A u s t r a l i a n  p l a n t s ,  she s a i d .  L a u r i e ,  a  s t a l w a r t  o f  L i s m o r e ' s  B i g  Scrub Envi ronment  Centre,  has been 
f a s c i n a t e d  by r a i n f o r e s t s  s i n c e  s e e i n g  h i s  f i r s t  d u r i n g  commando s e r v i c e  i n  New Guinea i n  Wor ld War 2 .  

Irma has two hopes f o r  h e r  garden. ' I  want t o  encourage people t o  t h i n k  - -  w e l l ,  i f  t h a t  l i t t l e  o l d  l a d y  can do i t ,  then so can 
I '  she s a i d .  'And I want t o  keep w o r k i n g  so t h a t  by t h e  t ime  I conk o u t ,  t h e  g u l l y  w i l l  be s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g . '  , 

Hard work was how t h e  p ioneers  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  e r a  b r o u g h t  down t h e  f o r e s t .  H a r d  work and a  sense o f  beau ty  and balance i s  how 1 
people l i k e  Irma Chelsworth w i l l  h e l p  i t  adapt  and spread a g a i n .  " 
( C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  Irma, and I do agree t h a t  i t  i s  w e l l  w o r t h  s e e i n g .  T h o r o u g h l y  recomnend t o  a l l  o f  o u r  members t h a t  they 
shou ld  v i s i t  I r m a ' s  G u l l y  i f  they  a r e  i n  t h e  a rea .  Ed. ) I 
AN0 ANOTHER, FURTHER SOUTH, NEAR NOWRA N S  W 

Gary Da ly ,  a  member o f  SGAP Nowra w r i t e s  " I own 100 acres o f  s u b t r o p l c a l / w a r m  tempera te  r a i n f o r e s t  near  the  Shoalhaven R i v e r  
Nowra. About 30 acres i s  c lea red ,  and where f o r  5 y e a r s  I have been p l a n t i n g  an a rbore tum o f  N  Qld/NSW r a i n f o r e s t  specles w l t h  
good r e s u l t s .  To date,  ove r  100 spec ies  have been p l a n t e d ,  t o  augment t h e  e x i s t i n g  110 odd s p e c i e s  wh ich  have been i d e n t i f i e d  
i n  the a d j o i n i n g  B a r c l a y  Reserve. The n a t u r a l  r a i n f o r e s t  o f  t h e  Reserve i s  p r i s t i n e  and o f  ve ry  h ~ g h  d ~ v e r s l t y  The Shoalhaven 
S h l r e  has many r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s  t h a t  have t h e i r  sou thern  l l m i t  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge o f  t h e  R i v e r  ( L i s t e d  l a t e r )  

Most  o f  my r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s  a r e  bough t  f r o m  John Ross [ Lacebark Rainforest Nursery - Coramba ) as tubes and r e p o t t e d  i n t o  8" 
p o t s .  The reason f o r  t h i s  Is  as f o l l o w s  (1) from experience, broad s c a l e  p l a n t l n g s  do b e t t e r  when the p l a n t s  a r e  large as they 
are not eaten by Swamp Wallabies ( W .  Dicolour) and Wombats ( 2 )  large p l a n t s  compete w i t h  t h e  e x o t i c  K i k u y u  grass and e v e n t u a l l y  
d o m ~ n a t e .  I n  exposed areas, p l a n t s  a r e  put o u t  a f t e r  Cootamundra Wattles ate grown.  1 p re fe r  Cootamundras because they a r e  
showy, have a r a p i d  growth r a t a ,  are short l r v e d ,  are n i t r o g e n  f i x e r s  and can be p r u n e d  e a s i l y  when the s l o w e r  growing permanent 
p l an ts  are b i g  enough. 1 recwrmend th is  s t ra tegy fo r  anyone attempting l a r g e  s c a l e  p l a n t i n g s  where Kikuyu i s  es tab l i shed .  

Th is  area has a  good annual r a i n f a l l  o f  about  1300 mm and r i c h  s o i l  ( s i l t s t o n e / v o l c a n ~ c  ) .  however l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r s  are (1) 
t h e  f i e r c e  w i n t e r  w e s t e r l i e s  ( 2 )  p e r i o d i c  d r y  s p e l l s .  I n  t h e  sumner o f  1990 I l o s t  Lomat ia  f r a x .  because o f  t h e  extreme hea t  
and w e s t e r l y  w ~ n d s .  ( Hernandia b i v a l v a  a l s o  d i e d  ) .  

I am a l s o  a  member of t h e  Palm S o c i e t y  and so grow a  d i v e r s i t y  o f  n a t i v e  and exotic species. Many L iv i s ton ia  spp, do w e l l  he re  
I n c l u d i n g  L .  d e c i p i e n s  ( ve ry  r a p i d  grower ) ,  L. sp. Carnarnon Gorge, L.  Carnarvon  W .  f .  . L .  drudei, L.  s p  Blackdown, and L. 
h u m i l i s  ( s low ) .  O ther  palms t h a t  have been p l a n t e d  o u t  i n c l u d e  A r c h o n t o p h o e n i x  M t .  Lewis,  alexandra L cunn?ngham~,  Hedyscepe. 
Howeas, Laccospadlx  and Oran iops is .  Again, t h e  p l a n t s  a r e  grown on f o r  s e v e r a l  years  before p l a n t i n g  out a t  the 8" plus p o t  
s i z e .  Th is  1s d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  b e s t  s t r d e g y  as y o u r  l osses  a r e  few and t h e  subsequen t  g rowth  rate i s  good. 
A l l  t h i s  and a  h o s t  o f  species a r e  b e i n g  p l a n t e d  o u t  a l l  t h e  t l m e  ! I f  S t u d y  Group members wou ld  l I k e  t o  come down f o r  a day 
t o  see my p l a c e  and t h e  Reserve, p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me on (044)  46 0384 or w r i t e  c/-  North Nowra P. 0. 2541 

( Ed. Thank you  f o r  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  Gary. I hope t h a t  we w i l l  o r g a n i s e  a  Group o u t i n g  i n  t h e  n o t  t o  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  b u t  i n d i v i d -  
u a l  members shou ld  t a k e  up y o u r  o f f e r  i n  t h e  meantime.) 

SOUTHERN LIMIT OF PLANTS I N  THE SHOALHAVEN SHIRE 

V i c i n i t y  o f  NOWRA Acalypha nemorum, P i s o n i a  u m b e l l i f e r a .  SHOALHAVEN RIVER Euodia n i ic rococca,  Para rch idendron  pruinosum, 
P l a n c h o n e l l a  a u s t r a l i s ,  Sarcomel icope s i m p l i c i f o l i a ,  Abrophy l lum o rnans .  CAMBEWARRA AREA B r a c h b i t o n  a c e r i f o l i u s ,  Emrneno- 
sperma a l p h i t o n i o d e s ,  F i cus  macrophy l la ,  F. superba, Polyosma c u n n i n g h a m i i .  MOUNT BUDAWANG Q u i n t i n e a  s i e b e r i  
JERVIS BAY Canthium c o p r o s m i d e s ,  Crlnum pedunculatum, End iandra  s i e b e r i ,  Euroschinus f a l c a t a ,  Podocarpus e l a t u s ,  
P o l y s c i a s  e l e g a n ~ ,  Sco lop ia  b r a u n i i ,  Syz ig ium pan icu la tum.  WRECK BAY C a l l i c o m a  s e r r a t i f o l i a  DURRAS LAKE Diospyros 
a u s t r a l i s  UNCERTAIN BUT IN THE DISTRICT Gmelina l e i c h h a r d t i i ,  

NATURES FOOD HALL : PLANT NOW, EAT LATER 

Before soft d r i n k s  and w h i t e  bread came a long ,  mangrove l o 1  l y -bush ,choco la te  1  i l y ,  h a i r y  w a l n u t ,  s n o t t y  gobbles and r a i n f o r e s t  
sp inach  were a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i e t  o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  n a t i v e  people.  A g roup  o f  e n t h u s i a s t s  on t h e  NSW N o r t h  Coast wants t o  make 
these f r u i t s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  once a g a i n .  A t  t h e  o l d  m i s s i o n  town o f  Kempsey w h i c h  has a  h i s t o r y  o f  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n , l o c a l s  a re  
g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  s e t  up a t r a d i t i o n a l  f o o d  p a r k  on a  3  h e c t a r e  s i t e  t h a t  was once a  r u b b i s h  t i p  t h a t  a t tempts  t o  b r i d g e  the  
gap between t h e  European and A b o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e s .  

Work comnenced m l d  1991 with  a network o f  pathways and an i n i t i a l  p l a n t i n g  o f  f o o d  p l a n t s  such as burrawang palms, b lack  app le  
and candlenut, It i s  planned t h a t  the park w i l l  become a r e s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  s i x  n e a r b y  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  nearby and the 
A b o r l g I n a l  rommunl ty  o f  Kempsey. The a r g a n i s e r s  hope t o  e v e n t u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  350 spec ies ,  some have managed t o  s u r v i v e  ou r  
nssaurts On the 5f te  so t h e  zigzag vine, a cl imber  w i t h  a s o u r  b u t  p l e a s a n t  t a s t i n g  f r u i t ;  t h e  midyim, a  bush w i t h  a  smal l  
a p p l e - l i k e  F ru i t ;  and the Burrawang, whose nuts were washed i n  a s t r e a m  f o r  a  week t o  remove po isons  and then  ground i n t o  a  
f l o ~ r . a ~ r  Study  Group wish the Kaorfs o f  Kempsey w e l l  and t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  t each  us newcomers some b a s i c  f a c t s .  



SILENT SLAUGHTER ON OUR BITUMEN KILLING FIELDS 

Was t h e  heading of an i t e m  i n  t h e  "Sydney Morn ing  H e r a l d "  14/12/91 and i n c l u d e d  t h e -  fo l l ow in? .  "Many NSW m o t o r i s t s  i g n o r e  
a  h idden  road  t o l l  - t h e  s l a u g h t e r  o f  o u r  n a t i v e  an ima ls  - a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  w i l d l i f e  e c o l o g i s t .  M i .  Dan Lunney, head o f  t h e  
env i ronmenta l  survey and r e s e a r c h  b ranch  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Parks  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  and a  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  n a t i v e  mammals, 
s a i d  too  many koa las ,  wombats, possums, b a n d i c o o t s  and diamond pythons would be squashed on t h k  S t a t e ' s  highways d u r i n g  t h e  
h o l i d a y s .  Mr. Lunney s a i d  t h e r e  were 42,000 k i l o m e t r e s  o f  h ighway i n  NSW - t h e  " k i l l i n g  f i e l d s "  f o r  n a t i v e  an ima ls .  

He has been known t o  jump o u t  o f  h i s  c a r  whenever he sees a  dead o r  i n j u r e d  animal on the road.  " 1  g o t  o u t  t o  shepherd t h i s  
diamond py thon  across t h e  road  a t  I l u k a .  I p u t  my hand up t o  s t o p  t h i s  c a r  go ing  p a s t  b u t  i t  j u s t  d rove  o v e r  i t .  I s a i d  t o  
t h e  d r i v e r  ' D i d n ' t  you see t h e  snake?'  and a l l  he s a i d  was 'Yes.  I t ' s  a  b iggun,  i s n ' t ? "  

Mr .  Lunney s a i d  two s t u d i e s  showed t h e  k o a l a  was a  v u l n e r a b l e  spec ies  i n  NSW and t h a t  un less we made s e v e r a l  changes, i t  
would become much r a r e r .  "The r e a l  p rob lem i s  k o a l a s  b reed  s l o w l y , "  he s a i d .  " I n  NSW, the  balance I s  t i p p i n g .  Because t h e r  
a r e  more ca rs  and more roads ,  t h e  d e a t h  r a t e  i s  r i s i n g  and t h e  b i r t h  r a t e  f a l l i n g  because t h e r e  a r e  fewer areas f o r  koa las  t o  
l i v e " .  One s tudy ,  conducted by t h e  S e r v i c e  and suppor ted  by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Koala Foundat ion,  took  p l a c e  a t  I l u k a ,  e a s t  o f  
G r a f t o n .  The road t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  town b i s e c t s  t h e  I l u k a  ~ e n i n s u l a ,  which used t o  be h e a v i l y  p o p u l a t e d  w i t h  koa las  u n t i l  
t h e  r o a d  was upgraded. I n  one y e a r ,  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was k i l l e d  by  ca rs .  Mr. Lunney s a i d  t h a t  even though o n l y  
1,000 people l i v e d  i n  t h e  town, i n  t h e  n o n - h o l i d a y  p e r i o d  t h e r e  were 1,3:2 c a r s  go ing  t o  the town every  day.  The problem was 
exacerba ted  by t h e  c o n t i n u a l  c l e a r i n g  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  r e d  gums, t h e  koa las  food.  Mr. Lunney s a i d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  m o n i t o r e d  
k o a l a s  had been h i t  on t h e  jaw by a  c a r ' s  bumper b a r  and d i e d  l a t e r  up t o  20 metres f rom the  road.  They t h e r e f o r e  d i d  n o t  
show up i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  k o a l a s  k i l l e d .  The s t u d y  would recommend t h a t  any f u t u r e  development use p r e v i o u s l y  c l e a r e d  l a r  
and a rgue  f o r  speed l i m i t s  t o  be p l a c e d  i n  areas where koa las  l i v e d .  

Ano ther  community survey conduc ted  by t h e  s e r v i c e  over  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  i n  C o f f s  Harbour showed an i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  k o a l a s  
were b e i n g  k i l l e d  by t h e  15,000 c a r s  t h a t  used t h e  P a c i f i c  Highway every  day, Mr. Lunney s a i d .  W i t h i n  the  f i r s t  18 months 
o f  a  b r i d g e  be ing  b u i l t  i n  t h e  C o f f s  Harbour  a rea ,  50 koa las  'were k i l l e d .  There were o n l y  a  hand fu l  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k o a l a s  
l e f t .  Mr. Lunney argued t h a t  any changes i n  s a v i n g  NSW w l l d l i f e  i n v o l v e d  e d u c a t i n g  m o t o r i s t s  about  the  s i l e n t  s l a u g h t e r ,  
as w e l l  as pe rsuad ing  governments t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  consequences o f  development f o r  most o f  NSW's w i l d l i f e  which l i v e (  
o u t s i d e  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s . "  

T h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  makes me r e a l l y  angry .  Every  t ime  I t r a v e l  a  c o u n t r y  road  I am a p p a l l e d  a t  the  number ofl dead n a t i v e  
an ima ls .  The problem i s  accen tua ted  by  p o l i t i c a l  c r e t i n s  who c o n s t a n t l y  c a l l  f o r  roads t o  be upgraded and made s a f e r " .  
No t  o v e r l y  s d f e  f o r  those  c r e a t u r e s  whose h a b i t a t  i s  i n  t h e  p a t c h  o f  remnant bushland,  o r  the  s t a t e  f o r e s t  where new roads 
o r  b r i d g e s ,  d e v i a t i o n s  e t c .  a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  c o n s t r u c t e d :  

And I became even more o f f e n d e d  by  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  NSW S t a t e  Government and the  b i t t e r n e s s .  f e a r  and l o a t h i n g  
t h a t  i t  (and m a i n l y  c r e a t e d  by N o r t h  Coast  N a t i o n a l  P a r t y  members) has s t i r r e d  up w i t h i n  t h e  community o v e r  r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t l o l  

t h e  Endangered Species B i l l .  It i s  t h e i r  s t r a n g e  system o f  p r i o r i t i e s  which s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  much more i m p o r t a n t  t o  p r o t e c  
t h e  ( s h o r t  term) jobs  o f  a  few hundred t i m b e r  worke rs  than  t h e  h i g h  pe rcen tage  o f  species endangered by o u r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  

o f  n a t u r e  and so ensure t h a t  t h e i r  f a t e  i s  e x t i n c t i o n ,  f o r  e v e r .  such as has happened t o  f a r  too  many an ima ls  i n  the p a s t  
c e n t u r y  o r  so.  

WHICH BRINGS ME TO THE NEXT SUBJECT --COMEDY CAPERS OR WHAT THE POLITICIAN SAID. 

" We d i d n ' t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  m i s l e a d  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  ( o f  P o r t  Macquar ie )  b e f o r e  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n " .  The i n f e r e n c e  b e i n g  t h a t  i t  
i s  0  K  t o  m i s l e a d  b u t  we f e e l  bad a b o u t  d o i n g  i t  d e l i b e r a t e l y .  

Heard the  p o l l i e s  new buzz words y e t  ? Many o f  them have been comnencing sentences o r  phrases w i t h  those t h r e e  magic words 
"I d o n ' t  t h i n k " .  Very r e f r e s h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a t  l o n g  l a s t  making a t  l e a s t  an occas iona l  honest  s ta tement .  

Re I s  It Goodbye D a r l i n g ,  on an ABC TV programme o f  16/12/91 c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  b lue -g reen  a lgae  d i s a s t e r ,  one o f  t h e  people 
i n t e r v i e w e d  was f e d e r a l  m i n i s t e r  Simon Crean. H i s  open ing  words were " e r ,  urn, I t h i n k " .  I k i d  you n o t .  P r e t t y  b+++++ poor  
coming f rom a  l e a d i n g  Govt  member who a f t e r  a l l ,  has s p e n t  mos t  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  p u b l i c  speaking.  

BUT EVEN MORE FRIGHTENING ARE THESE COMMENTS - " i t  would see n a t i v e  f o r e s t s  s t r i p p e d  bare"  Senator  C o u l t e r  commenting on 
The Resources S e c u r i t y  L e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  f o r t u n a t e l y  as y e t  has n o t  been passed. We must hope i t  never  i s .  . . 
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I f e l t  i t  b e s t  t o  censor  t t i e  above q u o t e  on second though ts .  

ON THE ILLOGICAL SIDE I t  i s  remarkab le  how so many c o u n t r y  based p o l i t i c i a n s  stand wj th  hand on h e a r t  s o l e m n l y  d e c l a r i n g  
t h a t  "no j o b s  w i l l  be l o s t  i n  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  i t  i s  t o o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  the economy o f  the state  and t hose  Green ies  a r e  
j u s t  b e i n g  s e l f i s h "  o r  v e r y  s i m i l a r  words.  I have been w a i t i n g  i n  v a i n  f o r  them t o  extend t h e i r  sympathy and vow that  they 
w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  jobs  o f  such j o b  l o s e r s  as t h e  more than  20,000 NSW State Government ex-employees so f a r . e . g .  Rai lways 
a b o u t  8,000,everyone i n  t h e  Govt  P r i n t i n g  O f f l c e , t h e  c l o t h i n g  f a c t o r y , f u r n i t u r e  f a c t o r y ,  hundreds i n  t h ~ !  Stae  Bank and DePt. 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and i t  goes on and on. Then we have 20,000 ex Telecom employees, 3,000 f rom Wespac, t he  same f rom A N Z .  '550 
sacked f rom the  AMP t h e  week be fo re  Xmas w i t h  more f o l l o w i n g , a n d  i t  a l s o  goes on and on. It i s  a l l  v e r y  w e l l  t o  r a t i o n a l i s e  
and t o  have inc reased  p r o d u c t i v i t y  b u t  those  m i l l i o n  peop le  now unemployed a r e  just as i m p o r t a n t  as t h o s e  i n  t h e  timber i n d -  
u s t r y ,  and we c e r t a i n l y  cannot  go on d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  f o r e s t s  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  long t e rm and p o r s l b l y  i r r e v e r s i b l e  problems. 

I ' d  b e t t e r  n o t  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h i s  theme, I can f e e l  my b l o o d  p r e e s u r e  r i s i n g .  

SOME GOO0 NEWS FROM QLD. ANYWAY 

E s t h e r  T a y l o r  ment ioned t h a t  h e r  SFAP Group o r g a n i s e d  an o u t i n g  i n t o  Dry R a i n f o r e s t  c o u n t r y  and among t h e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h e y  wou ld  be p l a n t  r e c o r d i n g  f o r  N a t u r e  Search 2001" wh ich  i s  j u s t  b e i n g  s t a r t e d .  People f rom Morton and I p s w i c h  S h i r e  
C o u n c i l s  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  t h e  Group e a r l i e r .  The Q l d .  Gov t .  i s  h a v l n g  s h i r e  c o u n c i l s  i n  S. E. Q l d .  r e c o r d  the  f l o r a  
and fauna o f  each a rea ,us ing  groups and i n d i v i d u a l  v o l u n t e e r s  o v e r  a  2 y e a r  p e r i o d ,  f o r  f u t u r e  p r o t e c t i o n  and d e t e r m i n i n g  
s u i t a b l e  management programmes. 

I p s w i c h  Group a r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  "Rare and Endangered Species B o t a n i c  Gardens'' (see e a r l i e r  ~ ' l e t t e r s )  and k i c k e d  o f f  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  by p l a n t i n g  o u t  o v e r  150 t r e e s ,  w i t h  no doub t  more g o i n g  i n  s i n c e .  G r e a t  work, c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  Ipsw ich .  
E s t h e r  a l s o  forwarded me a  paper  on c o l l e c t i o n  o f  seed by D a v i d  Hanger and has o b t a i n e d  h i s  pe rm iss ion  t o  quo te  f rom i t ,  wh i l  
i w i l l  do a t  a  f u t u r e  t ime .  A l s o  a n o t h e r ,  on t r e e  f a r m i n g  w h i c h  may be u s e f u l  f o r  m a t e r i a l  I n  a  N e w s l e t t e r  

REPORT ON BRISBANE OUTING I N  JANUARY 

A g a i n  I am i n d e b t e d  t o  E s t h e r  who adv iseS t h a t  a  most  e n j o y a b l e  day was spen t  a t  Graham Nosworthy 's .  I t  seems t h a t  Graham 
has a  l o v e l y  p lace ,  and a  wa lk  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  and t h r o u g h  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  s e c t i o n  was ve ry  i n f o r m a t i v e ,  Graham e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  f i n e r  p o i n t s  a l o n g  t h e  way. It had been v e r y  d r y  p r e v i o u s l y ,  c a u s i n g  a'few deaths as w e l l  as caus ing  o t h e r  p l a n t s  a  l o t  
o f  s t r e s s ,  b u t  some o f  them were showing new g rowth .  

P l a n t s  i n  f l o w e r  i n c l u d e d  Aberema h e n d e r s o n i l ,  E v o d l e l l a  m u e l l e r i ,  Medlcosma cunn inghami i ,  and Xanthostemon o p p o s i t i f o l i u s .  
Some seed was c o l l e c t e d  and f i n a l l y  we i n s p e c t e d t h e i n t e r e s t i n g  shadehouse and looked  a t  t h e  p l a n t s  g r a f t e d  by Graham. 



THREATS TO THE FOREST [?4RT ONE) 

Thi lre a r e  many f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  the s t a b i l i t y  o f  R a i n f o r e s t  and i t s  expansion o r  c o n t r a c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  causes a r e  bas- 
i c a l l y  n a t u r a l  o r  manmade. Changes due t o  n a t u r a l  e f f e c t s  a re  sometimes c a t a s t r o p h i c  eg. ma jo r  cyc lones  o r  typhoons,  even 
l o c a l  s to rms  can  be severe ;  v o l c a n i c  e r u p t i o n s ;  b i g  f l oods ;  and f i r e  f o l l o w i n g  a  l o n g  d rough t  a r e  examples. 

U s u a l l y  though ,  change i s  e x t r e m e l y  s low and g r a d u a l .  Some o f  the  l o n g  te rm i n f l u e n c e s  a re  changes t o  r a i n f a l l  p a t t  e r n s  
and/or  t e m p e r a t u r e  changes ( i c e  ages, i n t e r g l a c i a l  warming) ; c o n t i n e n t a l  d r i f t  (remember the r a i n f o r e s t  f o s s i l s  o f  t h e  An t -  
a r c t i c ) ;  e v o l u t i o n a r y  changes t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  genera, even whole fami 1  i e s ;  changes t o  p e s t l p r e d a t o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  d e v e l -  
opment o f  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  and ve ry  many o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  

However I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on the  e f f e c t s  by humans on the t o t a l  l o s s  o f  f o r e s t s ,  the  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  t i m b e r e d  
a reas ,  r e d u c t i o n  o f  d i v e r s i t y  and t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  l o s s  o f  s p e c i e s .  I t  concerns me t h a t  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  
so many c r e a t u r e s ,  from mic robes  t o  mammoths and embracing v i r t u a l l y  eve ry  f o n  o f  l i f e  on the  p l a n e t ,  ensures o u r  s p e c i e s  
c a n n o t  a v o i d  g o i n g  t h e  same way - sooner  o r  l a t e r .  B i o l o g i c a l  d i v e r s i t y  must be ma in ta ined  a t  any c o s t !  I t ' s  t h e  b e s t  
i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  we can have.  

Two p a r t i c u l a r  m a t t e r s  prompted me t o  t h i n k  abou t  t h i s  t o p i c  - the f u r o r e  and f r e n z y  b e i n g  whipped up o v e r  r e c e n t  NSW l e g i s -  
l a t i o n ,  t h e  "Endangered Fauna P r o t e c t i o n  A c t " ,  and t h e  d i scovery  on "Booyong" o f  a  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  o u r  immediate e n v i r -  
onment, - t h a t  n a s t y  l i t t l e  d e v i l  - Cape I v y  ( s e e  l a t e r  t o p i c ) .  I n  t h i s  case t h e r e  i s  a  combinat ion o f  a  manmade p rob lem - 
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  f o r e i g n  p l a n t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p a s t  l o g g i n g  and c l e a r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  - combined w i t h  n a t u r a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  
- w a t e r c o u r s e s  and t h e i r  r e s u l t a n t  e f f e c t s  o f  e r o s i o n ;  s i l t a t i o n ;  a l t e r n a t e  w a t e r l o g g i n g  and d r y i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s o i l ;  dep- 
o s i t i o n  o f  f l o o d  d e b r i s  and movement o f  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  (broken p ieces o f  i v y ) ;  d i s p e r s a l  o f  seeds by w i n d  and maybe by i n s e c t s ,  
b i r d s  and a n i m a l s .  

Man's a c t i v i t i e s  can be e i t h e r  d e l i  b e r a t e ;  unknowing o r  a c c i d e n t a l  ; t h r o u g h  ignorance,  thought lessness,  g reed  or s t u p i d i t y .  
D e l i b e r a t e  a c t i o n s  i n c l u d e  c l e a r i n g  v a s t  t r a c t s  f o r  convers ion  t o  other purposes a s  i s  happening today  i n  l r i a n  Jaya,  Indones ia ,  
t h e  Amazon and e lsewhere ,  and a l l o w i n g  d e s e r t s  o r  o t h e r  i n f e r t i l e  a reas  created by prev fous  unsuccess fu l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a t t e m p t s  
centuries ago t o  c o n t f n u e  t o  expand. In A u s t r a l i a  r e g u l a r  burning o f  the f o r e s t  edges, u s u a l l y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  g r a z i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s ;  "control" or " h a z a r d  r e d u c t i o n "  burns; dams and nther methods o f  harvesting water; m in lng ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  a l l u v i a l  
minerals;  i n t e n s i v e  f o r e s t r y  a c t i v i  t i e s  are o t h e r  means o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  as a r e  l a r g e  t o u r i s t  deve lop~nen ts  and l a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n s  
a s  have occurred I n  Q1d. and  NSW. Unknowing or unthi@ing a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  h u n t i n g  eg. k i l l i n g  p o l l i n a t i n g  or seed d i s t -  
r ibu t ing  anima 1s s u c h  as frui t bats, pigeons. cassowar ies,  rodents etc: col l c c t i o n  o f  b u t t e r f l i e s ,  moths and o t h e r  i n s e c t s :  
w idespread  use o f  equipment  such as those  i n f e r n a l  e l e c t r i c  "zappers". B u l l d i n g  roads o r  c r e a t i n g  t racks  t h rough  the f o r e s t  
a1 lows access to  f e r a l  a n i m a l s  and  non endemic nat ive species. and to  humans who may r a i d  the h a b i t a t  f o r  v a l u a b l e  and ra re  
p lan ts  and a n i m a l s  or whore v e h i c l e s  deliberately o r  a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l  f u r t h e r  numbers of an ima ls  and j n s e c t s  (when you have 
t r ave l l ed  a l o n g  c o u n t r y  rnads  a t  n i g h t  t h i n k  abou t  a l l  those i nsec ts  who a l s o  use them as an o b s t a c l e  f r e e  f l i g h t  p a t h  bu t  
i n s t e a d  a r e  lured t o  t h e i r  death by h e a d l i g h t s ,  c rushed  a g a i n s t  the v e h i c l e  o r  j u s t  r u n  o v e r ) .  Roads a l s o  a l l o w  movement o f  
a i r ,  d r y i n g  o u t  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  and b r i n g i n g  change t o  p r e v i o u s l y  s t a b l e  and she1 t e r e d  s i t u a t i o n s .  Power1 i n e s  and f i r e t r a i  1s 
compound many o f  these  d e t r i m e n t a l  r e s u l t s .  

Then t h e r e  a r e  such m a t t e r s  as nearby  i n t e n s i v e  "developments" where d r a i n a g e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  changed, garden p l a n t s  "escape" 
as do f a m i l y  p e t s ,  and where a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t  a g a i n  l u r e s  so many i n s e c t s  t o  a  p rematu re  death, o f t e n  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  
rep roduce .  Longer  term,  o f t e n  u n n o t i c e d ,  b u t  j u s t  as d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  o c c u r  t h r o u g h  p o l l u t i o n ,  such as a c i d  r a i n ,  ozone 
d e p l e t i o n ,  greenhouse e f f e c t ;  f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  ( f e r t i l i s e r ,  p e s t i c i d e  and h e r b i c i d e  use t h a t  knows no b o u n d a r i e s ) ;  
l o c a l  e r o s i o n  o r  s i l t a t i o n .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  m y r i a d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l l y  m inor  a c t i o n s  can c o l l e c t i v e l y  l e a d  t o  a  massive change, w i t h  severe  
e f f e c t s  on any ecosystem. However t h e  so f a r  i n s i d i o u s  and g e n e r a l l y  unseen o r  u n n o t i c e d  changes o c c u r r i n g ' O v e r  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  o f  o u r  f o r e s t e d  a reas  a r e  b e i n g  caused by one a c t i v i t y  - t imber  g e t t i n g .  I w i l l  e l a b o r a t e  on t h i s  m a t t e r  i n  a  l a t e r  i tem. 

GETTING STARTED ... POTTED PLANTS 

More and more A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  a r e  b e i n g  grown i n  p o t s ,  window boxes and o t h e r  c o n t a i n e r s .  

There  a r e  s e v e r a l  reasons f o r  t h i s .  Some l o v e r s  o f  these p l a n t s  have grown p a s t  t h e  age o f  s t renuous  garden ing ;  some l i v e  i n  
home u n i t s  and t h e  l i k e .  Some want  t o  grow spec ies  which a r e  n o t  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  gardens.  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e y  want  t o  grow d r y - c l i m a t e  p l a n t s  i n  a  h i g h  r a i n f a l l  area o r  f r o s t  t e n d e r  spec ies  i n  a c o l d  d i s t r i c t .  O thers  have a  
s i m i l a r  b u t  h a r d e r  p rob lem.  They want  t o  grow s u s c e p t i b l e  p l a n t s  i n  a  d i s t r i c t  where t h e  s o i l  i s  t o o  con tamina ted .  F o r  ex-  
ample, t h e y  may w i s h  t o  grow L e c h e n a u l t i a s  (wh ich  w i l l  grow f o r  years  i n  p o t s  b u t  wh ich  d i e  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  i n  most Sydney 
g a r d e n s ) .  

Growing i n  po t s  i s  o n l y  a matter o f  r e - p o t t i n g  t h e  plant i n s t e a d  o f  p l a n t i n g  i t  out i n  the garden so t h a t  a t  a l l  t i m e s  i t  has 
enough s o i l  and space f o r  i t  t o  grow h e a l t h i l y .  T h i s  1s s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  p l a n t s  which are s m a l l  or  whlch d o n ' t  l i v e  l o n g ,  
b u t  bigger  o r  o l d e r  p l a n t s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  reach the  l a r g e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e  po t .  When t h i s  happens you must  reduce  t h e  demands 
a f  the p l a n t .  G e n t l y  turn the  p l a n t  out o f  i t s  pot. tease o f f  the o u t s i d e  ,quarter o f  the s o i l  and t r i m  the roots w h i c h  ,ire 
thereby l a i d  b a r e .  Clean the p o t  and r e p l a n t  u s i n g  f r e s h  p o t t i n g  s o i l .  Having reduced  the r o o t  system you s h o u l d  p rune  the 
p l a n L  t o  r e d u c e  the fo l iage  by  about t h e  same amount. Use the o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c u t  out  any p o o r l y  g r o w i n g  p a r t s  o f  the p l a n t .  

As t h e  p l a n t s  w i l l  g e t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h a n d l i n g ,  p l a s t i c  bags a re  n o t  r e a l l y  s u i t a b l e ;  r i g i d  p o t s  a r e  p r e f e r a b l e .  T e r r a c o t t a  
p o t s  l o s e  m o i s t u r e  r e a d i l y  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  more f r e q u e n t  w a t e r i n g  than  p l a s t i c  p o t s .  As r e - p o t t i n g  w i l l  be needed, perhaps 
e v e r y  y e a r ,  a  tapered ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s t r a i g h t - s i d e d  p o t  w i l l  l ead  t o  l e a s t  r o o t  d i s t u r b a n c e .  

P r a c t i c a l l y  any A u s t r a l i a n  p l a n t  wh ich  w i l l  grow i n  a  garden w i l l  grow w e l l  i n  a  p o t .  Many which w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  be t o o  b i g  
f o r  p o t  g r o w i n g  ( G r e v i l l e a  r o b u s t a  f o r  example) make good, f a s t  growing s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e i r  younger  days. Growing a  p l a n t  i n  
a  p o t  does n o t  u s u a l l y  t r a n s f o r m  i t  i n t o  an i n d o o r  p l a n t .  They can be b r o u g h t  i n d o o r s  d u r i n g  f l o w e r i n g ,  o f  course ,  b u t  t h e y  
s h o u l d  spend mos t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  f r e s h  a i r .  Many species which a r e  o f  r a i n f o r e s t  o r i g i n ,  however, w i l l  s u r v i v e  i n d o o r s  
f o r  v e r y  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d s .  

I t ' s  easy t o  p r o t e c t  p o t t e d  p l a n t s  f rom i n f e c t i o n  and w e l l  w o r t h  doing.  Make a  s t r i c t  r u l e  NEVER t o  s tand  y o u r  p o t t e d  p l a n t s  
on t h e  b a r e  e a r t h ;  ALWAYS s t a n d  them them on someth ing impenetrable,  such as a shee t  o f  p l a s t i c .  T h i s  i s  n o t  j u s t  t o  p r e v e n t  
s o i l  pa thogens  f r o m  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  p o t t i n g  m ix .  I f  you  a re  growing p a r t i c u l a r l y  ha rdy  spec ies  i n  c o n t a i n e r s  s t a n d i n g  on 
b a r e  e a r t h ,  t h e y  w i l l  q u i c k l y  t a k e  r o o t  i n t o  t h e  s o i l  t h rough  t h e  d ra inage  h o l e s .  

Always use c l e a n  p o t s .  I f  p u  a r e  r e - u s i n g  a p o t  sc rub  i t  tho rough ly  and t h e n  d i s i n f e c t  i t .  A  s a f e  d i s i n f e c t a n t  f o r  domes t i c  
use i s  a  teaspoon  o f  D e t t o l  i n  a  cup o f  wa te r .  It I s  a  good idea,  and If you a r e  g row ing  d i f f i c u l t  spec ies  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  
t o  use s t e r i l i s e d  s o i l .  You can buy i t  i n  s e a l e d  bags f rom r e l i a b l e  n u r s e r i e s .  

Your p o t t i n g  m i x t u r e  must  b e  open t e x t u r e d .  A  good referenc'e on p o t t i n g  s o i l s  g e n e r a l l y  i s  t h e  CSIRO's b o o k l e t  " P o t t i n g  
M ixes  (No. 9 i n  t h e  " D i s c o v e r i n g  S o i l s "  s e r i e s ) .  The P r i n c i p l e  i n  t h e  CSIRO's approach i s  t o  have a  ba lance  between w a t e r  
h o l d i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  and a i r  i n  t h e  r o o t  zone o f  t h e  p l a n t .  You can i n c r e a s e  t h e  amount o f  a i r  i n  t h e  m i x  by  a d d i n g  c o a r s e  
m a t e r i a l  such  as g r a v e l  (5 -10  mm p a r t i c l e s )  o r  p i n e  ba rk  c h i p s  which have been s t o r e d  and wa te red  f r e q u e n t l y  f o r  a b o u t  s i x  
weeks. 

Some g rowers  g i v e  p l a n t s  some food a t  p o t t i n g - o n  t ime;  a  ve ry  l i t t l e  o f  s low r e l e a s e  f e r t i l i s e r  encourages a  h e a l t h y  r e - s t a r t  
t o  g r o w t h .  B u t  be c a r e f u l  ; t o o  much can k i l l  t h e  p l a n t .  

W a t e r i n g  i s  b e s t  done b y  t a k i n g  t h e  p o t  and i m n e r s i n g  i t  i n  a  bucket  o f  w a t e r  f o r  a  few minutes.  However, t h i s  can be t i m e  
consuming f o r  more t h a n  two  o r  t h r e e  Pots and t o t a l l y  i m p r a c t i c a l  f o r  any c o n t a i n e r s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  abou t  250 mm d i a m l t p r .  I f  y o u  



do use a  hose f o r  wa te r ing  be c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  mix t o  d r y  out: I f  i t  does, i t  can s h r i n k  away f rom t h e  s i d e s  of  t h e  
p o t  f r a c t i o n a l l y  and subsequent hos ing  w i l l  j u s t  see t h e  w a t e r  f l o w  down t h e  s i d e s  and n o t  soak i n t o  t h e  r o o t  b a l l .  

Pests and o t h e r  t roub les  w i t h  p o t t e d  p l a n t s  a r e  n o t  g r e a t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom those o f  garden p l a n t s .  Most  o f  t h e  wel l -known ones 
a t t a c k  them, b u t  you have the  advantage o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  see and g e t  a t  them q u i c k e r  and more e f f e c t i v e l y .  

F i n a l l y ,  d o n ' t  be a f r a i d  t o  t r y  something a  b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  F o r  example, few peop le  wou ld  t h i n k  o f  g row ing  an "Old Man Banksia"  
(Banksia s e r r a t a )  i n  a  l a r g e  t u b  because i t  j u s t  seems t o o  b i g  a  p l a n t .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  i t  does q u i t e  de l ' l  and makes a  ve ry  
i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e .  A l s o  t r y  some Lechenau l t ias  i n  hanging baske ts  . . . they l o o k  s p e c t a c u l a r .  

, , 

( Repr in ted  from SGAP NSW j o u r n a l  " N a t i v e  P1ants"December 1991 ) 

THE AUSTRALIAN NETWORK FOR PLANT CONSERVATION (AS DISCUSSED BY SGAP NSW FEB 1992) 

J u s t  over  200 years o f  European s e t t l e m e n t  has had a  severe  impact  on  A u s t r a l i a ' s  n a t u r a l  ecosystems. The c u r r e n t  e s t i m a t e  
o f  e x t i n c t  p l a n t  species i n  A u s t r a l i a  i s  74, w i t h  178 spec ies  endangered and ano ther  3234 as b e i n g  under some degree o f  t h r e a t .  

f o r t u n a t e l y  the c m n i t y  i s  becoming m o r e  conscious o f  t h e  need t o  p r o t e c t  g l o b a l  envi ronments from t h e  t h r e a t s  f a c i n g  them. 
I t  i s  unjversal ly recognised t h a t  the p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  h a b i t a t  i s  t h e  most d e s i r a b l e  means o f  c o n s e r v i n g  the  g e n e t i c  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  a l l  organisms, however some o f  these  organisms a r e  so t h r e a t e n e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  means o f  s a v i n g  them w i l l  be t o  secure them 
outside o f  the i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  u n t i l  s u i t a b l e  p l a c e s  can be l o c a t e d  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  them. Some may have t o  be ma in ta ined  
permanent ly  i n  ex 5 I t u  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  T h i s  compl imentary r o l e  of  i n  and ex s i  t u  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i s  now b e i n g  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
i n teg ra ted  conserva t ion .  

I n  March 1991 the  A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  B o t a n i c  Gardens (ANBG), w i t h  suppor t  f rom t h e  Endangered Species U n i t  o f  the  A u s t r a l i a n  
N a t i o n a l  Parks & W i l d l i f e  Serv ice,  h e l d  a  conference e n t i t l e d  " P r o t e c t i v e  Custody". The a im o f  t h e  conference was t o  i n v o l v e  
a l l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and t o  encourage c o - o p e r a t i o n  between these o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
by the  fo rmat ion  o f  a  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  body f o r  p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  Delegates f rom t h e  USA, B r i t a i n ,  F i j i ,  Western Samoa, and 
the  P h i l l i p i n e s  a l s o  a t tended  the  conference.  

Dur ing  t h e  conference consensus was reached t h a t  A u s t r a l i a  does need a  body t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  i n t e g r a t e d  p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a  proposal  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Network f o r  P l a n t  Conserva t ion  (ANPC) was produced and w i d e l y  
accepted. 

The ANPC w I l l  draw i t s  membership from th roughou t  A u s t r a l i a  ( i n  b o t h  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s )  and w i l l  have a  n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  
a t  t h e  ANBG. I t  w i l l  be t h e  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  i n t e g r a t e d  p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  I t  w i l l :  I 

i ) e s t a b l i s h  a  m u l t i s i t e  N a t i o n a l  Endangered Species C o l l e c t i o n  f o r  use i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  recovery  o f  endangered species 
by Recovery Plans, research,  educa t ion ,  d i s p l a y  and genera l  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  

i i ) l o c a t e  and b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on i n t e g r a t e d  p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  and p r o v i d e  access t o  
t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  members. 

i i i ) a s s i s t  i n  the  n a t i o n a l  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  and p r i o r i t i e s  o f  p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  t o  a v o i d  d u p l i c a t i o n  
i v ) p r o v i d e  adv ice  t o  members and promote p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  
v)comnunicate on a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  by means o f  a  n e w s l e t t e r .  

v i ) o r g a n i s e  workshops, t r a i n i n g  courses and conferences 
I 

For  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the  ANPC p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  C u r a t o r ,  A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  B o t a n i c  Gardes, PO Box 1777, Canberra 2601. 1 
(ASGAP agreed t o  become a  member and have p a i d  t h e  $50 f e e ) .  

A  GREAT LITTLE MINI GREENHOUSE OR HOTHOUSE 

We've been going,,to a f ew  garage s a l e s  r e c e n t l y ,  p i c k i n g  up v a r i o u s  t h i n g s ,  cheaply,  f o r  o u r  p l a c e  a t  Byabarra.  One o f  the  
i tems was a new Planthouse" described as an " I n d o o r  Greenhouse - an e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  Umbre l la  Terrarium. Leave 
houseplants safely zipped up i n s i d e  the  p lan thouse  w h i l e  on a  p ro longed  v a c a t i o n .  S u i t a b l e  f o r  use any t ime o f  y e a r .  Use 
i t  as a propagator fo r  seed l ings .  When n o t  i n  use t h e  p l a n t h o u s e  f o l d s  away l i k e  a  s t a n d a r d  umbre l la .  Watches houseplants 
for up t o  Zen weeks without watering". Ours i s  36" d i a  and 40" h i g h ,  b u t  o t h e r  s i z e s  24" and 30" a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  (Made I n  
Hong Kong o f  course) .  

They say n o t  t o  p l a c e  i t  i n  f u l l  sun b u t  I ' v e  s e t  i t  on a  mason i te  base, w i t h  wheels, and move i t  t o  warm o r  c o o l e r  areas On 
the  verandah accord ing  t o  v a r y i n g  weather  c o n d i t i o n s .  Am v e r y  p leased  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  a f t e r  j u s t  a  few weeks of  use. I d o n ' t  
know whether  they a re  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  as I ' v e  n o t  n o t i c e d  them i n  t h e  shops a t  a l l ,  b u t  I ' d  h i g h l y  recomnend i t  and would 
imagine i t  would be q u i t e  cheap, b u t  i t  would c o s t  more than  t h e  $2 we p a i d .  

Resu l t s  t o  da te  i n c l u d e  Maclura coch inch inens is  g e r m i n a t i n g  i n  12 days, Cappar is  a rborea  25 days, S t r e b l u s  f rom 18 days. The 
mix I am c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  i s  1  p a r t  p ropaga t ing  sand t o  1  o f  v e r y  o l d  and w e l l  composted s i e v e d  l e a f  mulch,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  
Neo-min rock  d u s t  c o n t a i n i n g  s low r e l e a s e  m i n e r a l  n u t r i e n t s .  Shona S a d l i e r  says t h a t  Neo-min seems t o  promote good s e e d l i n g  
v i g o u r ,  a l s o  t h a t  i t  can be spread on t o p  o f  p o t t e d  p l a n t s ,  a  h a l f  teaspoon p e r  150 m p o t .  

SAVE THE BUSH 

Member S o c i e t i e s  a r e  urged t o  encourage mun ic ipa l  governments t o  p r e s e r v e / r e h a b i l i t a t e  remnant n a t u r a l  areas w i t h i n  t h e i r  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  Funds a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  "Save t h e  Bush Scheme". 

MORE ON FLYING FOXES 

The Q l d  Government l a s t  year  removed a l l  4 spec ies  f rom t h e  S t a t e ' s  p r o t e c t e d  fauna l i s t  (due t o  p ressure  from f r u i t g r o w e r s ) .  
Even though a  coup le  o f  species i n v o l v e d  " d o n ' t  go anywhere n e a r  orchards,no o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e i r  we l fa re "  - 
(Dr.  Les H a l l ,  b a t  researcher ,  of  Uni  o f  Q l d ) .  Les went on t o  c o m n t  t h a t  i t ' s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t h a t  we t h i n k  so p o o r l y  0: o u r  
fauna t h a t  we cannot app ly  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  management s t r a t e g i e s  t h a n  t h e  gun. B u t  Les, i t s  g r e a t  f u n  t o  go o u t  and hun t "  
any poor  defenceless c r e a t u r e  t h a t  has n e i t h e r  t h e  d e s i r e ,  o r  t h e  means, t o  t h r e a t e n  human l i f e  and l i m b ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

"AUSTRALIAN PLANTS" DECEMBER 1991 

It was good to  see Chl s issue b e i n g  devoted t o  Rainforest m a t t e r s .  I found the section o n  palms t o  be most interesting but 
1 do a d m i t  t o  being"pipped a t  the postl'by t h i s  one, p a r t t c u l a r l y  that i tem b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b i n g  so many specfes wr i t t en  by 
Alec Blomberry. You see, A l e c  1 ives only 2 blocks From our Eastwood abode and I did pester him f o r  a w h i l e  t o  do something 
on palms for th i s  M m s l e t t e s .  He i s  a b i t  o f  a n  e x p e r t  on palms as w e l l  as other groups of,,our flora and has w r i t t e n  a 
number o f  books. Anyway the long and s h o r t  o f  i t  Is that you w i l l  have t o  read the i t e m  i n  A u s t r a l i a n  Plants" because t h a t  
i s  real ly  t h e  type o f  featuw t ha t  1 had i n  mtnd. Maybe a t  some t i m e  i n  the future when I am short o f  t o p i c s  I w i l l  r e p r i n t  
i t  as a " re f resher t '  f o r  us a l l .  

VALE BERYL CHAFFEY 

I t  was g r e a t  shock t o  l e a r n  of  t h e  sudden dea th  o f  B e r y l ,  one o f  o u r  newer members, l a t e  l a s t  y e a r .  B e r y l  and h e r  husband 
Ca lder  were most h o s p i t a b l e  t o  B e r y l  J .  and m y s e l f  when we c a l l e d  i n  t o  meet them on  a  N o r t h  Coast t r i p  i n  1990. They were 
a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  SGAP Groups barby  and s p o t l i g h t i n g  e v e n i n g  a t  Spoyong N a t u r e  R e s e r v e ' t h a t  o u r  "Ramb1e"group at tended.  
The R a i n f o r e s t  Study Group has extended i t s  deep sympathy t o  C a l d e r  f&,lly. 



WALKING TRACK OF THE MONTH BOORGANNA NATURE RESERVE - COMBOYNE N S W 

The Comboyne Pla teau i s  a t  the  ea s t e rn  edge of the ~ r e a t ' ~ i v i d i n g  Range, about 40 kms from the  coas t .  A combination of i n t e r -  
cept ion  of r k h g  moist a i r  from the  ocean, causing frequent r a i n  and misty conditions together  with t h e  pas t  volcanic a c t i v i t y  
whlch crea ted  a deep red ,  f e r t i l e ,  loam s o i l  derived from b a s a l t ,  ensured the  development of a dense,  varied and r i c h  f o r e s t  
cover. Of course  these  same condi t ions  made i t  a prime candidate f o r  ag r i cu l tu ra l  development t h a t  cormenced a s  soon as  access 
was gained around 1900. Clearing f o r  dairying was rapid and by 1925 most of t he  Pla teau 's  18000 hectares  was destroyed. 

Fortunately a small scenic reserve was set aslde i n  the ea r ly  days,  t o  p ro t ec t  t he  two wa te r f a l l s  on the  creek.  Further add i t -  
ions have been made; loorganna nrm t o t a l s  396 ha. of which about ha l f  i s  r a i n f o r e s t ,  a remnant of those  vas t  r a i n f o r e s t s  t h a t  
once covered the Plateau.  The NP&WS brochure l i s t s  s ix  o f  the  eleven vegetation types in the  Reserve -Wet Schlerophyl l ,  Dry 
Schlemphyl l .  Gully Rainforest  o f  Bangalow and Midgtnbfl Palms/ Whalebone a s soc i a t ion ,  Dry Rainfores t  with Grey Myrtle and 
Sllattemood, Warm Temperate o f  Caachwood Sassafras and Brush Box,  and Sub Tropical Rainforest  which inc ludes  Rosewood Booyong 
Carabeen r i g s  and S t inge r s ,  (Ed. Sounds j u s t  l i k e  "looyong" t o  me! ) 

A well cons t ructed  t r ack  of reasonable gradient t raverses  the Sub - t rop ica l  f o r e s t  f o r  1 .7  k m  t o  a lookout opposi te  t he  f a l l s ,  
then continues on f o r  another kilometre to  the base. This sec t ion  ge t s  p re t ty  s t eep ,  but i t  passes through some of t he  Warm 
temperate f o r e s t  and a rich patch o f  Bird's Mest Fern. The f o r e s t  ( a t  l e a s t  the Sub-tropical)  seems t o  be in  very good condi t -  
ion f o r  we d t d n ' t  s i g h t  any weeds a t  a l l ,  away from the edges. The f o r e s t  f l o o r  has an almost unbroken ground cover of f e r n s ,  
herbs and s e e d l i n g s  a s  I t  was only very l i g h t l y  select ive ly  logged, mainly f o r  Red Cedar many years  ago. Of course i n  those 
days there were no chainsaws, bulldozers,  p lant  thieves or  any nearby exo t i c  p l an t s  ready to  invade c l e a r i n g s ,  so  v i r t u a l l y  
no long-term damage was caused. An interesting cormtent was made by Alex Floyd i n  tha t  there a r e  a number of Cool-temperate 
dSS0ciateS of Aota rc t i c  Beech grarring here ,  although none of  ttre Beeches themselves. No doubt remnants of a previous Flora 
t h a t  has changed considerably,  f o r  a t  nearby Werrikimbe a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  north and a t  about t he  same a l t i t u d e ,  extens ive  areas  
of An ta rc t i c  Beech seem to  be th r iv ing .  

Eleven t r e e s  a r e  a t  t h e i r  southern l imi t  and include the Cherries Syzigium coryanthum and S. c rebinerve;  Yellow Carabeen, 
Sloanea w o o l l s i i ;  Turnipwood, Akania luceos;  Red Carabeen, Geissois benthami; Green-leaved Rose Walnut, Endiandra muelleri  and 
Red-barked Sassa f r a s ,  Cinnamomum v i r ens .  In addit ion.  13 rare  t r e e  species a r e  es tabl ished in  t he  Reserve. 

The fo r tuna te  may see  a number of animals during t h e i r  v i s i t  - Tiger Cats,  Antechinus, Native Rats,  Bats and even Platypus 
as  well as  many more common animals survivehere.  Around 100 b ~ r d  species  a r e  l i s t e d ,  many r e s t r i c t e d  t o  r a i n f o r e s t  h a b i t a t s .  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  and pleasant spo t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  e i t h e r  a sho r t ,  q u i e t  s t r o l l  o r  a picnic lunch. Be t t e r  s t i l 1 , a  v i s i t  of around 
a ha l f  day wi l l  enable you t o  get  an idea of what the Plateau would have been l i k e  l e s s  than a centuky ago. Get a brochure 
from a t o u r i s t  c e n t r e  o r  the NP&WS and o f f  you go ! 

BOOK OF THE MONTH "BIRDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST" R .  E D D E N  & W .  BOLES REED BOOKS 1986 ISBN 07301 0155 X 

Robert Edden i s  a b i rd  photographer and pain ter  of long standing, while Walter Boles who i s  American by b i r t h ,  has,  s ince  h is  
a r r i v a l  In Aus t r a l i a  in 1974, worked in the Australian Museum a t  Sydney where he i s  now Head of Ornithology. 

The  book's in t roduct ion  gives a b r i e f  coverage o f  the importance, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  types and d i s t r l b u t i o n  of the  Forests and 
the  effects o f  man on t h i s  ecosystem. The authors point  o u t  t h a t  about 15% of ou r  Breeding bi rds  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  Rainforest  
or achieve their greatest abundance there. Movement and conservation s t a t u s  of R F b i rds  a r e  touched upon while the  following 
33 chapters  cove r  the r e l e v a n t  b i rd  spec i e s ,  from the Cassowary and other  mainly ground-frequenting b i r d s ,  Raptors (Hawks 
and Owls), the  Pigeons, Honeyeaters and o the r s ,  to  the beautiful  Paradise Rif lebi rd .  There a r e  two Finches found i n  Rainfores t ,  
a l b e i t  a t  the  edges, i n  c l ea r ings  and by the roadsides- the Red-Browed Finch being widespread along the  e a s t  coas t  and the  
Rlue-Faced Finch which unfortunately i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  the f a r  north e a s t ,  but very seldom seen. There a r e  many o the r  species 
t h a t  have p a r t i c u l a r l y  l imi ted  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  but whi ls t  others a r e  widespread, there a r e  not too many t h a t  could be considered 
common. 

There a r e  88 b i rd  pain t ings  reproduced in t h i s  book, a l l  beau t i fu l ly  done and seemingly t r u e  t o  l l f e ,  with the  accompanying 
desc r ip t ions  concise  but f u l l  of information on the sub jec t ' s  hab i t s  and s t a t u s .  If  you are  l i k e  me and in t e r e s t ed  in b i rds  
you should beg, borrow or- - - - no don ' t  s t ea l  i t  - t h a t  i s  a hanging offence these days ! But do look a t  i t  because with 
many species  being so  d i f f i c u l t  t o  observe, t h i s  could be the only time t h a t  you could become f a m i l i a r  with them o r  e l s e  pick 
up a few ideas on how and where t o  locate  some of the more shy o r  s ec re t ive  b i rds  of the Rainfores t .  

RECIPE OF THE MONTH SANDPAPER FIG JAM 

INGREDIENTS - 1 kg r ipe  Ficus coronata or F .  f r a se r i  f r u i t  1 kg sugar  
3/4 cup of orange ju ice  114 cup o f  lemon ju ice  
2 teaspoons sweet sherry ,  l iquers  or s imi l a r  

Wash the  f i g s ,  remove s t a l k s  and roughly chop up. Place f i g s ,  orange ju i ce  and lemon ju ice  plus t he  sherry  o r  whatever in 
a l a rge  saucepan, bring t o  the  boil  and simmer unt i l  tender.  Then add warmed sugar  and s t i r  over low heat  un t i l  suga r  d issolves  . Increase heat  and boil  rapid ly  (uncovered) unt i l  jam j e l l s  when t e s t e d  on a cold saucer(approx. 25 minutes).Put jam while 
s t i l l  hot i n t o  s t e r i l i s e d  and warmed j a r s  and seal  immediately. 

Our e f f o r t s  r e s u l t e d  in  a de l i c ious  jam, although a l i t t l e  sweet f o r  our t a s t e .  (We consume very l i t t l e  sugar  so  have l o s t  
our sweet t o o t h )  Perhaps l e s s  sugar could be used, depending on individual t a s t e .  Anyone who does reduce t h e  amount might 
ca re  t o  l e t  me know of the  r e s u l t s  so t h a t  we can inform the membership through t h i s  newsle t ter .  

PLANT OF THE MONTH CAPPARIS A R B O R E A  NATIVE POMEGRANATE FAMILY CAPPARACEAE 

Other common names a r e  Wild Lime, Wild Lemon, Brush Caper Berry. Usually described as ' a  small t r e e  t o  8 - PO me t r e s ' ,  a1 thougk 
as  with most R F p l an t s  i t  i s  much smaller when grown in an open o r  semi-shaded s i t ua t ion .  F r u i t  i s  g lobular ,  greenish ,  from 
2.5 t o  over 6 cm. d i a .  with a long s t a l k  and many seeds within an ed ib l e  and pleasant t a s t i ng  pulp. I t  has been described as 
Gauva-like but t o  me i t  resembles a green pass ionfrui t  but with a harder s h e l l .  I t  i s  a hardy p l an t  propagated by seed o r  
c u t t i n g s .  Seed sown by me in January germinated from 25 days, with40% emerging s o  f a r ,  a f t e r  6 weeks. 

Very young p l a n t s  have an unusual cha rac t e r i s t i c  of being very s t r agg ly  with spiny leaves and many thorny stems tangled every- 
where, u n t i l  even tua l ly  a s t rong  leader  takes over t o  f o n  a t runk,  t he  o the r  growth then wi thers  away. ( Leopard-wood - 
Fl i nde r s i a  maculata - of the  a r i d  inland a l so  does t h i s  g .  Range i s  from Hunter River NSW t o  Cape York Nth. Qld .  

Larger p l a n t s  a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  with normal leaves.  Thorns a r e  usual ly  absent  f m  a l l  but t he  o l d e s t  wood, where they a r e  
s h o r t  and in  p a i r s  i n  rows along the  stems. The white flowers a r e  l a r g e  (about 4 an); showy, a t t r a c t i v e  but  sho r t - l i ved ,  with 
numerous stamens and de l igh t fu l ly  perfumed. Flowers a r e  a t  t h e i r  bes t  a t  n ight  i n  sumner, so i t  would seem t h a t  po l l i na t ion  
i s  by moths and o t h e r  n lght - f ly ing in sec t s .  

I t  i s  a most a t t r a c t i v e  p l an t  with dense dark green fo l iage  and should be grown more of ten .  A disadvantage of course,  i s  t he  
formidable j u v e n i l e  growth, so  i t  would need t o  be planted in  a r e l a t i v e l y  out  o f  the  way s i t e  where 11 t t l e  maintenance should 
be i n i t i a l l y  r equ i r ed .  Otherwise i t  should be an ideal b a r r i e r  t o  keep out t he  neighbours' c a t s  o r  t h e i r  de l iquent  chi ldren  ! 
Or in  my case  some of the l oca l s  s t raying c a t t l e  ?. 

Ser ious ly  t hough , i t  would give exce l l en t  protec t ion  t o  birds and the  smal ler  animals and provide good s h e l t e r  and ideal  nes t -  
ing s i t e s .  Es the r  has a l imi ted  amounfof seed t h a t  I  sent , so  be quick I f  you would l i k e  t o  t r y  i t .  
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