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" Rainforests are too sensitive to be entrusted to foresters " ( Neville Wran 1987 Universityaddress )

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF ADDRESS

As we have decided that the local habitat is so far ahead of Sydney's, most of our time will be spent here. Best to have your
correspondence sent direct rather than most of it having it be re-directed, thus causing further delay.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND FINANCES

A red sticker above will remind members that their fees should now be paid, or that they are overdue. I am loath to delete
those who have not yet paid, because (a) they may be genuinely short of the ready money, (b) they have overlooked the matter.
However, if people do not wish to continue their membership or whose interests have changed, and they don't read the News-
letter anyway, it is only common courtesy to advise their position. I would much appreciate this approach, and would be most
interested in the reasons for withdrawing from the Group.

If you are finding all the little extras difficult in the current economic situation, please let me know so that you can
maintain membership and catch up with your subscriptigns when things improve. I trust that members agree with this decision.
Our bank balance remains adequate for the next few Newsletters, and there is enough to cover small out-of-pocket expenses for
anyone of the Group who may incur costs associated with Rainforest studies, research, dissemination of knowledge or publicity.

NEW MEMBERS

STILL WANTED — A SYDNEY CO-ORDINATOR

I would be somewhat disappointed if, after all the effort I have put into organising an enthusiastic and locally active socia
information exchanging mob genuinely interested in Rainforest, those activities lapse because of the lack of an organiser

There is little work or time involved, and much satisfaction can be obtained through contact with other members. If you are
prepared to assist in this matter, would you please let me know A S A P.

NEXT N S ¥ MEETING IS SUNDAY 21 ST OF JUNE

Robert Payne of Umina has offered to guide this activity which as usual will be combined with an informal meeting. Robert
will have us Took at an area at Palmgrove in the Ourimbak Creek valley, near Gosford. Palmgrove is the biggest Rainforest in
the district, with over 28 species of canopy trees ! We will have a barbeque lunch in that area, so come prepared and tell
your friends; should be a great day. Meet at the old Pacific Highway and corner of (furimbah Creek Rd., just a short way north
of Ourimbah at 9 AM . Ourimbah Creek Rd. is on the western or left hand side if coming from Sydney.

A COMBINED BRISBANE AND NSW WEEKEND ACTIVITY (?) 9TH and 10TH OF MAY

Ron Twaddle is organising a weekend trip to Terania Creek near Lismore . It would be a golden opportunity to meet others from
interstate, also to look over Hugh & Nan Nicholsons nursery, Irma's Gully (see a description in this issue) and some fine
Rainforests in the district. Full details are not yet completed so if you are interested phone ejther Ron at 07 379 8105 or
me on 065 87 1268 later on.

OTHER BRISBANE MEETINGS BEING PLANNED

Saturday 11 th July. Probably at Gatton College Saturday 12 th September. A guest speaker to be organised.
Details on the activities will be given in our next Newsletter.

A COMBINED NSW AND QLD WEEKEND ACTIVITY (?) 10TH and 11TH OF OCTOBER {PLUS A COUPLE OF DAYS EITHER SIBE)

Would you please note that the previously suggested date for this get-together has been changed from the long weekend. Connit
Mcpherson has reminded me that the State Conference of District Groups is being held at Armidale during that time and that a
number of our members {including me) will be attending. As Armidale is only about 200 kms from Byabarra and not far out of tF
way for those returning to Sydney, it would be to everyone's advantage that our Study Group meet directly after the conferenc
(which is from the 3rd to 8th Oct.) Therefore more dates for the diary. Long weekends are lousy times to travel anyway; much
better to (1) take a couple of flexi-days (2) spare sickies ? (3) so what - it beats working. Let's have a relaxed few days,
enjoy the peace and tranquility, learn things and be in good company !

Please let me know a few weeks beforehand so that we can organise interesting things to see and do.

MEMBERS PLANT LISTS

A big thank you to Graham Nosworthy, Ashley Pile, Judith Brass, Dale Johnson, Nerida Silke, Alex Lyons, Paul Brady, Colin
Anderson, Geoff Long, Helen Tranter and a group at Kin Kin for giving your list of plants in cultivation to Esther Taylor.
Could the rest of us send information on plants we grow or that are accessible to us ? Esther is developing a_comprghens1vs
reference that will be of great value to those seeking various R F information or who may be involved in specific projects.



NEWS FROM MEMBERS

conditions around Whian Whian(Lismore NSW) have been good so far this growing season and Ralph Woodford says that many of the
so-called primary R F species have produced seed in abundance. Conditions on the ground have been generally ideal for much
of the seed to germinate, apart from a few weeks in January, so it will be interesting to look at some of our pioneer and
secondary regrowth areas to see what seedling establishment we get from the seed fall. The- Laurels have cropped particularly
heavily this year so we have a different combination of trees to plant out in the woodlots this year. At home, nearby, the
prviously grassed area that we spread with Camphor Jaurel wood chips has really jumped ahead this year.Previously a lot of
the trees suffered from stress or died mainly from the reflected heat. So I grew a crop of Rockmelon and Watermelon over the
mulch and instead of reflecting, they have absorbed the sunlight and heat; the trees have said thanks and we've had a great
crop of melons !

[nez Armitage is back home and recovering from a stay at Kempsey hospital around Xmas. Although generally confined to the
house Inez has sent off a packet of that rare and endangered Syzigium paniculatum to Esther Taylor so place your orders ladies
and gents.

I know what it is like.Richard Wickham of San Remo, Vic, has been flat out keeping 2 properties going and 1 fully agree that
trying to plant out and clean up a bush block can get right out of hand. Richard has had good results with the following
plants although none have yet flowered - Buckinghamia celsissima, Meterosideros queenslandica, Rhododendron lochae, Oreocallis
wickhamii (would have been a disaster if that one didn't do well Richard!). Tried Randia fitzalanii but it appears to need a
warmer position. Bought a rather poor specimen of Archidendron grandiflorum as it was the only one the nursery had, although
it has doubled in size it is still only 50 cm high. All of these plants seem to enjoy every bit of Osmocote and Thrive 1 can
cram into the local growing months from September to March. Enjoy the newsletter, keep up the good work.

Qur one and only individual South Aust member - Phyllis Dadswell has resigned from the Group as she is swamped with work and
is unable to contribute anything. Best wishes Phyllis and thanks for your past involvement. It must be a bit of a battle in
growing R F plants in the difficult conditions of S A. I can't grow Eremophillas here so [ know what it is like.

Thomas Carlsson has been globe-trotting again, chasing rainforest plants in Madeira of all places. I know what 1'd be doing
in Madeira and I think it would start with sampling their popular product, very fine sherry. Mind you, only to ascertain the
best one to use in the Sandpaper Fig jam !.Thomas did the grand experiment before he went away and sent us a Flindersia seed-
ling to see how 1t would travel over such a distance {from Sweden) It arrived in good condition although somewhat flattened
but unfortunately karked it after a week or so.

1 hear that one of our long term members from Newcastle, Paddy Lightfoot has been made a 1ife member of SGAP because of the

long involvement in the Society's activities particularly in the Newcastle area. Paddy has been greatly involved with the

restoration of a degraded wetland at Shortland which is now a prime habitat for both visiting or migratory and local water-

birds. A great number of native plants have been established there and the place looks great. Corgwtulations on your recog-

nition.!

Elizabeth Baxter was disappointed that the “Ramble'didn't make it to Queensland and said that she enjoys the newsletter any- |
way. A Coachwood,. Ceratopetalum apetalum that she obtained when in Sydney is doing quite well , so it seems that Kenmore's |
heat and humidity may not be detrimental to this Warm-temperate species. But not so with most of the Cunoniaceae, so very |
frustrating, just lost the second Gilbea adenopetala.. Liked the Burrimbar Nurery's set up so she plans to call in at the |
first opportunity (Good to see that members find useful information in these pages from time to time. It makes all of my |
efforts seem so worthwhile. Ed).

More Sydney members have felt the urge to escape from the whatevers down there and are planning their future change. Pip and
Tom Gibian have bought a property near Gloucester,and although they too are flat out revegatating the block as well as the
usual chores required around the place,are looking forward a future more relaxed lifestyle. They are at Upper Bowman , a
lovely spot not all that far from Gloucester and Barrington Tops. We wish them well.

Norm McCarthy had a visit from Paddy Lightfoot over Xmas and showed him over his garden. Paddy was particularly impressed
with the range of Syzigiums that Norm has.

Proposals to protect Rainforest on the NSW central coast are continuing so Robert Payne has been kept busy working on this
most important project. Robert has very kindly offered to host a Group outing and guide us over some of the very interesting
Jocations. I am taking him up on this, details elsewhere in the Newsletter. Make a note in your diary !

Esther Taylor has sent us lots of information and some great news of happenings locally and Statewide, much of this will be |
covered 1in separate items. She has had a new shadehouse erected and finds that the conditions created there are giving better
results from seed sown and that the young plants are much happier. Esther has also been very busy collating lists of species

sent in by many of us, again more on this further on.

Finally, I must apologise to anyone whose comments I may have overlooked because feedback and the conveying of information
generally is most important and should be a major activity for the Group. I have been very critical in the past that much
news and views, results on growing successes and failures and just general observations were not published and 1 would hate
to do the same, inadverdently or otherwise. So please remind me if ever I omit passing on anything you feel is important.

FURTHER SUCCESS WITH CUTTINGS

Paddy Lightfoot has grown these additional species from cutting material —- Persoonia attenuata, Piliodistigma glabrum and
Waterhousia floribunda. Paddy has grown many species from cuttings and I seem to remember him telling me that he doesn't use
any sophisticated equipment to grow them. Wonder whether you may have time to Tet me have some brief details of your method
so that others of us can have a go and achieve greater results that many of us have had in the past.

RESULTS FROM SEED

Paul Brady of Sydney tried a number of seeds from our seed bank, most of which were not particularly fresh, and succeeded in
germinating some Planchonella, Syzigium paniculatum, Ficus obliqua and Trema aspera. However the best results are coming from
freshly sown seed from species growing naturally on the block, as we would expect. These included Pittosporum revolutum and
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It is googe%opﬁgagrﬁga seed from our storage goes as it could indicate whether the conditions in which it is kept are suitable

or whether other methods should be investigated. Anybody else care to comment on how they went ?

Whoops ! I almost overlooked Judith Brass' report on the seed that she obtained from us recently. Trema aspera rotted so no
success there (surprises me because they are a so-called coloniser so should be viable for a very long time), and as yet Alpinia
arundelliana & Cordyline congestus havn't come up. As at late November some of the Cigius‘antarctica, Jasminum volubile,

and many Morinda jasminoides and all of the Syzigium paniculatum were up,but subsequently Hieﬁ*ﬁ??“ﬁaring the "wet". Two of

the Hicksbeachia germinated early after soaking for a week in several changes of water, the other 2 floated so were planted
anyway. Not surprisingly they failed. One of the seedlings died soon after anyway. (Ed. They are a difficult plant at the

best of times. Judith planted the seed directly into the garden too).

We should all keep trying anyway, bound to hit the jackpot eventually and we will all have plants coming out of our ears leaving
us with the embarassment of "what are we going to do with them all ? "



WE AGAIN HAVE A SEED BANK CURATOR

Our thanks to you Esther Taylor for taking on this important position as well as maintaining members plant 1ists. Her address
is 74 Francis St. Raymonds Hill Ipswich 4305. You should all note this address both for sepding seed.to the bank and for
your requests for material to try. The procedure is to write with your request, and enclose a self-addressed envelope of
suitable size and sufficient stamps to cover the postage. ,

Seed presently available is — Ailanthus triphysa, Araucaria bidwillii, Ficus (probably) coronata maybe fraseri, F. coronata
definitely because I have sent some, Pandorea jasminoides, Pararchidendron pruinosum, Petalostigma trilocular, Pittosporum
Pittosporum phylleroides, Tocomaria {?) hillii , Croton verreauxii, Geitonoplesium cymosum, Hibiscus heterophyllus, Cissus
antarctica, Cordyline stricta. Esther said that she doesn't have a lot of space in the fridge, so doesn't particularly want

to hoard seed. You should therefore,k keep your requests flowing and have a go at propagatiqz’ail those beaut things that

you have for so Tong admired. (/‘.Lﬂ/o/ét Ion//nJ AR retron acuminofa v Cappiris ecborca Esthat, So you Conceguert Hese

In addition I still have a lot of seed at fastwood that I will bring to Byabarra. Some of it is a bit like me, getting old
but it would be good for some of you to try and see whether particular species have kept a good % of viability. I can't
tell you what it is but check the past few Newsletters (you do file them, don't you all ?). Most of the seed listed will
stil1 be avaikble. Incidentally some of Esther's stock is limited, so get in quick !

MORE ON SEED BROADCASTING METHOD

Dawe Vance has scattered handfuls of the Bush Tuckeroo, Cupaniopsis anacard >ioides in his rainforest and has many seed-
lings popping up. Also relatively young (under 5 years) Hymenosporum tilavum, Syzigium oleosum and Acmena smithii have offspring
sprouting near them, without any particular attention given to them.

THINGS T HEAR Monsanto

That well known chemical giant and manufacturer of Round Up,is said to be sponsoring the Wingham Brush Bush Regeneration
project. I will say no more until I confirm that this is in fact true.

STILL ON WEEDS .

Lloyd Bird has forwarded a write-up in “The Australian"of 30/12/91 headed ALIEN KILLER WEED INVASION WIPING OUT HAPLESS
NATIVES. It mentions that 18 alien plant species are posing an acute threat to native environments. Five of them are deig-
nated as needing urgent and immediate action by governments. Rubber Vine is particularly bad along the Gulf river systems,
and now extends to more than a third of Qld. Introduced pasture grasses are choking low-lying wet areas. Mimosa pigra we
mentioned last issue. Athel Pine is colonising much of the arid country, bad news along those river systems. {Macca" on
"Australia A1l Over" has been giving this one a bit of a serve lately too.

Although not being a Queenslander, we have paid a few visits to that State and fully agree that the other one nominated -
Blue Thunbergia is going to be a huge problem and will surely lead to the loss of vast areas of Tropical forest. This is

not a plant that the nursery industry can be proud of by their importation of this indescribable thing in their ongoing

quest for the dollar. It is a rapidly spreading vigorous vine that smothers areas so strongly that not another plant survives.

I know that some of the more aware DPI people were most concerned about the spread of this plant at a very early stage. As
is so often the case though, the decision makers in the Dept. are often not overly bright, certainly those who decided to
do nothing about this one were particularly inept - or corrupt.

There is much more In the article, none of it particularly cheerful, so {'d best not quote any more of it.

RARE AND ENDANGERED PLANTS -- WHAT IS THE SITUATION ?

The "Courier Mail's" Earthwatch column last November stated that the Govt. was ignoring many of the species now at risk.

It plans to increase the area of National Parks to 4% of the State, a worthy move and well overdue too. But it is favouring
the establishment of large western holdings to make their achievements look good. Smaller areas particularly in the constant-
1y developing South East , some only of around 1 ha. really need preserving too, otherwise a lot more plants will be lost
forever. A couple of sites around Pullenvale for example, have been recently bulldozed even though some of the few remaining
Scaly Myrtles grew there. Yet another site that contains some Myrtles is owned by one of our more rapacious companies that
propses to quarry the place. It also has about a half dozen rare or endangered species, one of which is endemic only to that
location and nowhere else. Lloyd has been involved in endeavours to ensure that greater importance is placed on these van-
ishing plants. Besides their value to the environment, some of these rarities could be of importance in genetic work.

Still on the subject, Lloyd Bird is continuing to receive favourable publicity in his research on local Rainforest and with
his achievements in growing so many rare plants on his home block. It is only by drawing pecple's attention to these matters
that interest is increased. And only by increasing interest will governments sit up and take notice, and maybe get around

to doing something which will be of vital and long term benefit to everyone. If any of you ever get an opportunity to inf-
luence even one other person, please do not forgo that opportunity. Remember, all publicity is good publicity.

S5TGP PRESS-N 5 W FORESTS HAD AN EXTREVWELY SHORT REPRIEVE

Predictably the politicians went to water on the long overdue serious research that was to be undertaken
before decisions were to be taken to log individual areas many of them described as 01d Growth Forests.
Of the individuals who voted to water down the provisions that became law only days ago, one is a per-
son who was prosecuted for fa liny to declare all of his taxable income, another has had to step down
ffom a govermgnt position because he too is to be tried for tax evasion, and a third couldn't even run

a car yard - it failed, and he could possibly be made bankrupt. My friends, these are people who are
makin:s decisions that affect every facet of our lives, our well-being and maybe our future survival,

No wonder so many Australians are contemptuous of our politicians, Even 2 of the Independants who teke

every opportunity to trumpet their environmental awareness and concern, voted with the coalition and
so gave them the numbers,

At least one thing has come out of all of the furore, claim and counterclaim, our Forestry Commission

has been found to have been breaking the law over the past 12 years, by failing to carry out Environ-
mental Impact Statements prior to logging and roading operations generally. The few E I S's that were
done were prepared by the commission, then considered by themselves prior to giving them approval to

get stuck into an area. All very objective, balanced and unbiased —1like hell, So in future the EIS's

are to be considered by a different Department (Planning) that also just happens to have a National

Party minister in control, In addition, because Forestry is so far behind with their EIS's (twelve years?)
logging can go ahead while the statement for a particular area is being prepared. So much for the value

of any assessment and so much for Greiner's promise of endangered species legislation(he promised i
1988 to make this a priority.) e P gs. L e o

As one of the true Independants commented -"this result is a victory for mediocrity



GARDEN OF THE MONTH — TERANIA CREEK N S W

" From overgrown wasteland to a lush rainforest garden " was the heading of a very comp]imentaky'description of an environmental
improvement project on Nan and Hugh Nicholson's property and described in Sydney's Sun-Herald of Australia Day 26/1/92. The item
included the following. “A 66 year old grandmother has spent 12 years converting a lantana-choked wasteland near Lismore into a
Tush, cool forest garden. On either side of a 500 metre gully near Terania Creek in north east NSW stand native trees,palms and
ferns, with moss-clad steps rising above a tinkling creek.

Irma Chelsworth created the rainforest garden beside her home using mattock, spade, secateurs and lots of patience. She said she
had not set out to do anything special and that it just grew in the making. "If I'd known how big it would be, I probably would
have been discouraged -like a woman who sees all the dishes she is going to do in her life,' Irma said. Not that she sees her
four hours a day in the gully as toil."A lot of people my age play golf or tennis - this gqully is my plaything".

Irma moved from Melbourne with her husband Laurie in 1980. Also on the family property live their daughter Nan and her family
and their son Ken, a surveyor, and his family. Nan and Hugh Nicholson - leaders of the 1979 struggle to protect the Terania Cree
basin rainforest from logging - run a growing rainforest plant nursery. Now the nursery sells 100,000 plants a year, supplying
gardens and reforestation efforts - including those by national parks departments from Victoria to Cairns. Through a series of
books, the Nicholson's have built a reputation as experts on rainforest plants. The nursery supplied the seedlings for Irma's
gully and gained a sure source of seeds in return.

The gully garden was born when Laurie cut a track through a thick wall of lantana as a short cut to Ken's house. He found a
qully so deep that, according to local stories, a farmer's tractor once had overturned in it. The lantana was eight metres
high. The creek could be heard but not seen. Irma began to repair the ruin. Her husband helped when she needed it. Tonnes of
lantana were hewn; hundreds of rocks shifted and thousands of seedlings planted.

A decade later the place is beautiful and seems ancient. The canopy is thick and the stones, steps and footbridges are weathered

Birds call and black-scaled land-mullet lizards crawl. A carpet snake sleeps on the sun speckled path. But the garden is not
finished, further up the hillside lantana threatens. So Irma turns it into mulch. Lantana mulching is one of the many tips Irma
has learned about renewing rainforest. She starts with fast growing “pioneer" species like Callicoma, which she overplants
forcing them to fight their way to the canopy. And she stays vigilant against devastating weeds and creates shade to hinder
them and encourage rainforest plants.

A love for Australian flora is in her blood. Her father was the first president of SGAP. Back in the 1930's it was considered
rather strange to 1ike Australian plants, she said. Laurie, a stalwart of Lismore's Big Scrub Environment Centre, has been
fascinated by rainforests since seeing his first during commando service in New Guinea in World War 2.

Irma has two hopes for her garden. 'l want to encourage people to think -- well, if that little old lady can do it, then so can
[' she said. 'And 1 want to keep working so that by the time I conk out, the gully will be self-perpetuating.’ —

Hard work was how the pioneers of a different era brought down the forest. Hard work and a sense of beauty and balance is how |
people like Irma Chelsworth will help it adapt and spread again., "

( Congratulations Irma, and I do agree that it is well worth seeing. Thoroughly recommend to all of our members that they
should visit Irma‘s Gully if they are in the area. Ed. )

AND ANOTHER, FURTHER SOUTH, NEAR NOWRA N S W

Gary Daly, a member of SGAP Nowra writes " I own 100 acres of subtropical/warm temperate rainforest near the Shoalhaven River |
Nowra. About 30 acres is cleared, and where for 5 years I have been planting an arboretum of N. Q1d/NSW rainforest species with i
good results. To date, over 100 species have been planted, to augment the existing 110 odd species which have been identified

in the adjoining Barclay Reserve. The natural rainforest of the Reserve is pristine and of very high diversity. The Shoalhaven |
Shire has many rainforest plants that have their southern limit on the northern edge of the River (Listed later)

Most of my rainforest plants are bought from John Ross ( Lacebark Rainforest Nursery - Coramba ) as tubes and repotted intg 8"
pots. The reason for this is as follows (1) from experience, broad scale plantings do better when the plants are large as they
are not eaten by Swamp Wallabies (W. Bicolour) and Wombats (2) large plants compete with the exotic Kikuyu grass and eventually
dominate. In exposed areas, plants are put out after Cootamundra Wattles are grown. | prefer Cootamundras because they are
showy, have a rapid growth rate, are short lived, are nitrogen fixers and can be pruned easily when the slower growing permanent
plants are big enough, I recommend this strategy for anyone attempting large scale plantings where Kikuyu is established.

This area has a good annual rainfall of about 1300 mm and rich soil ( siltstone/volcanic ), however limiting factors are (1)
the fierce winter westerlies (2) periodic dry spells. In the summer of 1990 lost Lomatia frax. because of the extreme heat
and westerly winds. ( Hernandia bivalva also died ).

I am also a member of the Palm Society and so grow a diversity of native and exotic species. Many Livistonia spp. do well here
including L. decipiens ( very rapid grower )}, L. sp. Carnarnon Gorge, L. Carmarvon N.T. , L. drudei, L. sp Blackdown, and L.
humilis ( slow ). Other palms that have been planted out include Archontophoenix Mt. Lewis, dexandra & cunninghami, Hedyscepe,
Howeas, Laccospadix and Oraniopsis. Again, the plants are grown on for several years before planting out at the 8" plus pot
size. This is definitely the best strdegy as your losses are few and the subsequent growth rate is good.

A1l this and a host of species are being planted out all the time ! If Study Group members would like to come down for a day
to see my place and the Reserve, please contact me on (044) 46 0384 or write c/- North Nowra P. 0. 2541

( Ed. Thank you for the invitation Gary. I hope that we will organise a Group outing in the not to distant future but individ-
ual members should take up your offer in the meantime.)
SOUTHERN LIMIT OF PLANTS IN THE SHOALHAVEN SHIRE

Vicinity of NOWRA Acalypha nemorum, Pisonia umbellifera. SHOALHAVEN RIVER Euodia micrococca, Pararchidendron pruinosum,
Planchonella australis, Sarcomelicope simplicifolia, Abrophy1lum ornans. CAMBEWARRA AREA  Brachhiton acerifolius, Emmeno-

sperma alphitoniodes, Ficus macrophylla, F. superba, Polyosma cunninghamii. MOUNT BUDAWANG Quintinea sieberi
JERVIS BAY Canthium coprosmoides, Crinum pedunculatum, Endiandra sieberi, Euroschinus falcata, Podocarpus elatus,
Polyscias elegans, Scolopia braunii, Syzigium paniculatum. WRECK BAY  Callicoma serratifolia  DURRAS LAKE Diospyros

australis  UNCERTAIN BUT IN THE DISTRICT  Gmelina leichhardtii,

NATURES FOOD HALL : PLANT NOW, EAT LATER

Before soft drinks and white bread came along, mangrove Tolly-bush,chocolate 1ily, hairy walnut, snotty gobbles and rainforest
spinach were all part of the diet of Australia's native people. A group of enthusiasts on the NSW North Coast wants to make
these fruits readily available once again. At the old mission town of Kempsey which has a history of racial tension,locals are
getting together to set up a traditional food park on a 3 hectare site that was once a rubbish tip that attempls to bridge the
gap between the European and Aboriginal cultures.

Hork commenced mid 1991 with a network of pathways and an initial planting of food plants such as burrawang palms, black apple
and candlenut. It is planned that the park will become a resource for the six nearby educational institutions nearby and the
Aboriginal community of Kempsey. The organisers hope to eventually establish 350 species, some have managed to survive our
assaults on the site so the zigzag vine, a climber with a sour but pleasant tasting fruit; the midyim, a bush with a small
apple-like fruit; and the Burrawang, whose nuts were washed in a stream for a week to remove poisons and then ground into a

flour Our Study Group wish the Kooris of Kempsey well and trust that the project will teach us newcomers some basic facts



SILENT SLAUGHTER ON OUR BITUMEN KILLING FIELDS

Was the heading of an item in the “Sydney Morning Herald" 14/12/91 and included the: following. "Many NSW motorists ignore
a hidden road toll - the slaughter of our native animals - according to a wildlife ecologist. "Mr. Dan Lunney; head of the
environmental survey and research branch for the National Parks and Wildlife Service and a specialist in native mammals,
said too many koalas, wombats, possums, bandicoots and diamond pythons would be squashed on thé State's highways during the
holidays. Mr. Lunney said there were 42,000 kilometres of highway in NSW - the "killing fields" for native animals.

He has been known to jump out of his car whenever he sees a dead or injured animal on the road. "1 got out to shepherd this
diamond python across the road at Iluka. I put my hand up to stop this car going past but it just drove over it. 1 said to
the driver 'Didn't you see the snake?' and all he said was 'Yes. It's a biggun, isn't?"

Mr. Lunney said two studies showed the koala was a vulnerable species in NSW and that unless we made several changes, it
would become much rarer. “The real problem is koalas breed slowly," he said. "In NSW, the balance s tipping. Because ther
are more cars and more roads, the death rate is rising and the birth rate falling because there are fewer areas for koalas to
live". One study, conducted by the Service and supported by the Australian Koala Foundation, took place at Iluka, east of
Grafton. The road to the centre of town bisects the Iluka peninsula, which used to be heavily populated with koalas until
the road was upgraded. In one year, a third of the population was killed by cars. Mr. Lunney said that even though only
1,000 people lived in the town, in the non-holiday period there were 1,332 cars going to the town every day. The problem was
exacerbated by the continual clearing of the forest red gums, the koalas' food. Mr. Lunney said that some of the monitored
koalas had been hit on the jaw by a car's bumper bar and died later up to 20 metres from the road. They therefore did not
show up in the statistics of koalas killed. The study would recommend that any future development use previously cleared lar
and argue for speed limits to be placed in areas where koalas lived.

Another community survey conducted by the service over the past year in Coffs Harbour showed an increasing number of koalas
were being killed by the 15,000 cars that used the Pacific Highway every day, Mr. Lunney said. Within the first 18 months
of a bridge being built in the Coffs Harbour area, 50 koalas were killed. There were only a handful of the original koalas
left. Mr. Lunney arqgued that any changes in saving NSW wildlife involved educating motorists about the silent slaughter,

as well as persuading governments to look at the long-term consequences of development for most of NSW's wildlife which livec
outside national parks." 0

This sort of thing makes me really angry. Every time I travel a country road I am appalled at the number of dead native
animals. The problem is accentuated by political cretins who constantly call for roads to be upgraded and "made safer"
Not overly safe for those creatures whose habitat is in the patch of remnant bushland, or the state forest where new roads
or bridges, deviations etc. are invariably constructed:

And 1 became even more offended by the current actions of the NSW State Government and the bitterness, fear and loathing
that it (and mainly created by North Coast National Party members) has stirred up within the community over recent legislatio
the Endangered Species Bill. It is their strange system of priorities which states that it is much more important to protec
the (short term) jobs of a few hundred timber workers than the high percentage of species endangered by our exploitation
of nature and so ensure that their fate is extinction, for ever, such as has happened to far too many animals in the past
century or so.

WHICH BRINGS ME TO THE NEXT SUBJECT —COMEDY CAPERS OR WHAT THE POLITICIAN SAID.

" We didn't deliberately mislead the electorate (of Port Macquarie) before the last election”. The inference being that it
is 0 K to mislead but we feel bad about doing it deliberately.

Heard the pollies new buzz words yet ? Many of them have been commencing sentences or phrases with those three magic words
"] don't think". Very refreshing that they are at long last making at least an occasional honest statement.

Re Is It Goodbye Darling, on an ABC TV programme of 16/12/91 considering the blue-green algae disaster, one of the people
interviewed was federal minister Simon Crean. His opening words were "er, um, I think". I kid you not. Pretty b+++++ poor
coming from a leading Govt member who after all, has spent most of his life in public speaking.

BUT EVEN MORE FRIGHTENING ARE THESE COMMENTS — "it would see native forests stripped bare" Senator Coulter commenting on
The Resources Security Legislation which fortunately as yet has not been passed. We must hope it never is.

DEIETED
I felt it best to censor the above quote on second thoughts.

ON THE ILLOGICAL SIDE It is remarkable how so many country based politicians stand with hand on heart solemnly declaring
that "no jobs will be lost in the timber industry, it is too important to the economy of the state and those Greenies are
just being selfish" or very similar words. I have been waiting in vain for them to extend their sympathy and vow that they
will protect the jobs of such job losers as the more than 20,000 NSW State Government ex-employees so far.e.g. Railways
about 8,000,everyone in the Govt Printing Office,the clothing factory,furniture factory, hundreds in the Stae Bank and Dept
of Agriculture and it goes on and on. Then we have 20,000 ex Telecom employees, 3,000 from Wespac, the same from ANZ, 550
sacked from the AMP the week before Xmas with more following,and it also goes on and on. It is all very well to rationalise
and to have increased productivity but those million people now unemployed are just as important as those in the timber ind-
ustry, and we certainly cannot go on destroying the forests without serious long term and possibly irreversible problems.

I'd better not continue with this theme, 1 can feel my blood preesure rising.

SOME GOOD NEWS FROM QLD. ANYWAY

Esther Taylor mentioned that her SGAP Group organised an outing into Dry Rainforest country and among the  other activities
they would be plant recording for "Nature Search 2001" which is just being started. People from Morton and Ipswich Shire
Councils explained the project to the Group earlier. The Q1d. Govt. is having shire councils in S. E. Q1d. record thg flora
and fauna of each area,using groups and individual volunteers over a 2 year period, for future protection and determining
suitable management programmes.

Ipswich Group are also involved in the "Rare and Endangered Species Botanic Gardens" (see earlier N'letters) and kicked off
this project by planting out over 150 trees, with no doubt more going in since. Great work, congratulations Ipswich. )
Esther also forwarded me a paper on collection of seed by David Hanger and has obtained his permission to quote from it, whi:
1 will do at a future time. Also another, on tree farming which may be useful for material in a Newsletter

REPORT ON BRISBANE OUTING IN JANUARY

Again I am indebted to Esther who advises that a most enjoyable day was spent at Graham Nosworthy's. It seems that Graham
has a lovely place, and a walk along the creek and through the rainforest section was very informative, Graham explaining
the finer points along the way. It had been very dry previously, causing a “few deaths as well as causing other plants a lot
of stress, but some of them were showing new growth.

Plants in flower included Aberema hendersonii, Evodiella muelleri, Medicosma cunninghamii, and Xanthostemon oppositifolius.
Some seed was collected and finally we inspected the interesting shadehouse and looked at the plants grafted by Graham.



THREATS TO THE FOREST [FTART ONE)

Thére are many factors that influence the stability of Rainforest and its expansion or contraction, but the causes are bas-
ically natural or manmade. Changes due to natural effects are sometimes catastrophic eg. major cyclones or typhoons, even
local storms can be severe; volcanic eruptions; big floods; and fire following a Tong drought are examples.

Usually though, change is extremely slow and gradual. Some of the long term influences are changes to rainfall patt erns
and/or temperature changes (ice ages, interglacial warming); continental drift (remember the rainforest fossils of the Ant-
arctic); evolutionary changes to individuals, genera, even whole families; changes to pest/predator relationships; devel-
opment of symbiotic relationships; and very many other factors.

However I would like to concentrate on the effects by humans on the total loss of forests, the degradation of other timbered
areas, reduction of diversity and the associated rapidly increasing loss of species. [t concerns me that the extinction of
so many creatures, from microbes to mammoths and embracing virtually every form of 1ife on the planet, ensures our species
cannot avoid going the same way - sooner or later. Biological diversity must be maintained at any cost! It's the best
insurance policy we can have.

Two particular matters prompted me to think about this topic - the furore and frenzy being whipped up over recent NSW legis-
lation, the "Endangered Fauna Protection Act“, and the discovery on “Booyong" of a potential threat to our immediate envir-
onment, - that nasty little devil - Cape Ivy (see later topic). In this case there is a combination of a manmade problem -

the introduction of a foreign plant associated with past logging and clearing activities - combined with natural disturbances

_ watercourses and their resultant effects of erosion; siltation; alternate waterlogging and drying out of the soil; dep-
osition of flood debris and movement of plant material (broken pieces of ivy); dispersal of seeds by wind and maybe by insects,
birds and animals.

Man's activities can be either deliberate; unknowing or accidental; through ignorance, thoughtlessness, greed or stupidity.
Deliberate actions include clearing vast tracts for conversion to other purposes as is happening today in Irian Jaya, Indonesia,
the Amazon and elsewhere, and allowing deserts or other infertile areas created by previous unsuccessful agricultural attempts
centuries ago to continue to expand. In Australia reqular burning of the forest edges, usually in connection with grazing
activities; "control" or "hazard reduction" burns; dams and other methods of harvesting water; mining, particularly for alluvial
minerals; intensive forestry activities are other means of destruction, as are large tourist developments and land subdivisions
as have occurred in Qld. and NSW, Unknowing or unthinking activities include hunting eg. killing pollinating or seed dist-
ributing animals such as fruit bats, pigeons, cassowaries, rodents etc; collection of butterflies, moths and other insects;
widespread use of equipment such as those infernal electric "zappers". Building roads or creating tracks through the forest
allows access to feral animals and non endemic native species, and to humans who may raid the habitat for valuable and rare
plants and animals or whose vehicles deliberately or accidentally kill further numbers of animals and insects (when you have
travelled along country roads at night think about all those insects who also use them as an obstacle free flight path but
instead are lured to their death by headlights, crushed against the vehicle or just run over). Roads also allow movement of
air, drying out the vegetation and bringing change to previously stable and sheltered situations. Powerlines and firetrails
compound many of these detrimental results.

Then there are such matters as nearby intensive "developments" where drainage patterns are changed, garden plants “escape"

as do family pets, and where artificial light again Jures so many insects to a premature death, often before they are able to
reproduce. Longer term, often unnoticed, but just as detrimental effects occur through pollution, such as acid rain, ozone
depletion, greenhouse effect; from agricultural activities (fertiliser, pesticide and herbicide use that knows no boundaries);
local erosion or siltation.

A1l of these, together with a myriad of individually minor actions can collectively lead to a massive change, with severe
effects on any ecosystem. However the so far insidious and generally unseen or unnoticed changes occurring’over virtually
all of our forested areas are being caused by one activity - timber getting. 1 will elaborate on this matter in a later item.

GETTING STARTED ... POTTED PLANTS
More and more Australian native plants are being grown in pots, window boxes and other containers.

There are several reasons for this. Some lovers of these plants have grown past the age of strenuous gardening; some live in
home units and the like. Some want to grow species which are not suited to the conditions in their gardens. For instance,
they want to grow dry-climate plants in a high rainfall area or frost tender species in a cold district. Others have a
similar but harder problem. They want to grow susceptible plants in a district where the soil is too contaminated. For ex-
ample, they may wish to grow Lechenaultias (which will grow for years in pots but which die within a year in most Sydney
gardens).

Growing in pots is only a matter of re-potting the plant instead of planting it out in the garden so that at all times it has
enough soil and space for it to grow healthily. This is satisfactory for plants which are small or which don't live long,

but bigger or older plants will eventually reach the largest practicable pot. When this happens you must reduce the demands
of the plant. Gently turn the plant out of its pot, tease off the outside quarter of the soil and trim the roots which are
thereby laid bare. Clean the pot and replant using fresh potting soil. Having reduced the root system you should prune the
plant to reduce the foliage by about the same amount. Use the opportunity to cut out any poorly growing parts of the plant.

As the plants will get considerable handling, plastic bags are not really suitable; rigid pots are preferable. Terracotta
pots lose moisture readily and will require more frequent watering than plastic pots. As re-potting will be needed, perhaps
every year, a tapered, rather than a strajght-sided pot will lead to least root disturbance.

Practically any Australian plant which will grow in a garden will grow well in a pot. Many which will eventually be too big
for pot growing (Grevillea robusta for example) make good, fast growing subjects in their younger days. Growing a plant in

a pot does not usually transform it into an indoor plant. They can be brought indoors during flowering, of course, but they
should spend most of their lives in the fresh air. Many species which are of rainforest origin, however, will survive indoors
for very extended periods.

It's easy to protect potted plants from infection and well worth doing. Make a strict rule NEVER to stand your potted plants
on the bare earth; ALWAYS stand them them on something jmpenetrable, such as a sheet of plastic. This is not just to prevent
soil pathogens from getting into the potting mix. If you are growing particularly hardy species in containers standing on
bare earth, they will quickly take root into the soil through the drainage holes.

Always use clean pots. If jou are re-using a pot scrub it thoroughly and then disinfect it. A safe disinfectant for domestic
use is a teaspoon of Dettol in a cup of water. It 1s a good idea, and 1f you are growing difficult species it is essential,
to use sterilised soil. You can buy it in sealed bags from reliable nurseries.

Your potting mixture must be open textured. A good reference on potting soils generally is the CSIRO's bookliet "Potting
Mixes (No. 9 in the "Discovering Soils" series). The Principle in the CSIRO's approach is to have a balance between water
holding properties and air in the root zone of the plant. You can increase the amount of air in the mix by adding coarse
material such as gravel (5-10 mm particles) or pine bark chips which have been stored and watered frequently for about six
weeks.

Some growers give plants some food at potting-on time; a very little of slow release fertiliser encourages a healthy re-start
to growth. But be careful; too much can kill the plant.

Watering is best done by taking the pot and immersing it in a bucket of water for a few minutes. However, this can be time
consuming for more than two or three pots and totally impractical for any containers greater than about 250 mm diamgzer. If you
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do use a hose for watering be careful not to allow the mix to dry out.- If it does, it can shrink away from the sides of the
pot fractionalily and subsequent hosing will just see the water flow down the sides and not soak into the root ball.

pests and other troubles with potted plants are not greatly different from those of garden plants. Most of the well-known ones
attack them, but you have the advantage of being able to see and get at them quicker and more effectively.

Finally, don't be afraid to try something a bit different. For example, few pgop]e would think of growing an "01d Man Banksia"
(Banksia serrata) in a large tub because it just seems too big a plant. Surprisingly, it does quite well and makes a very
interesting feature. Also try some Lechenaultias in hanging baskets ... they look spectacular.

( Reprinted from SGAP NSW journal “Native Plants"December 1991 )

THE AUSTRALIAN NETWORK FOR PLANT CONSERVATION (AS DISCUSSED BY SGAP NSW FEB 1992)

Just over 200 years of European settlement has had a severe impact on Australia's natural ecosystems. The current estimate
of extinct plant species in Australia is 74, with 178 species endangered and another 3234 as being under some degree of threat.

Fortunately the community is becoming more conscious of the need to protect global environments from the threats facing them.
It is universally recognised that the preservation of habitat is the most desirable means of conserving the genetic diversity
of all organisms, however some of these organisms are so threatened that the only means of saving them will be to secure them
putside of their natural habitat until suitable places can be located to re_establish them. Some may have to be maintained
permanently in ex situ collections. This complimentary role of in and ex <jtu conservation is now being referred to as
integrated conservation.

In March 1991 the Australian National Botanic Gardens (ANBG), with support from the Endangered Species Unit of the Australian
National Parks & Wildlife Service, held a conference entitled "Protective Custody". The aim of the conference was to involve
all organisations and individuals interested in plant conservation and to encourage co-operation between these organisations
by the formation of a co-ordinating body for plant conservation. Delegates from the USA, Britain, Fiji, Western Samoa, and
the Phillipines also attended the conference.

During the conference consensus was reached that Australia does need a body to co-ordinate integrated plant conservation
activities, and a proposal for the formation of the Australian Network for Plant Conservation (ANPC) was produced and widely
accepted.

The ANPC will draw its membership from throughout Australia (in both public and private sectors) and will have a national office
at the ANBG. It will be the co-ordinating organisation for integrated plant conservation in Australia. It will:
i)establish a multisite National Endangered Species Collection for use in the practical recovery of endangered species
by Recovery Plans, research, education, display and general horticulture.
ii)locate and bring together information on integrated plant conservation activities in Australia and provide access to
this information for members.
jii)assist in the national co-ordination and priorities of plant conservation projects to avoid duplication
iv)provide advice to members and promote plant conservation activities
v)comnunicate on a regular basis by means of a newsletter.
vi)organise workshops, training courses and conferences

For further information on the ANPC please contact the Curator, Australian National Botanic Gardes, PO Box 1777, Canberra 2601.
(ASGAP agreed to become a member and have paid the $50 fee).

A GREAT LITTLE MINI GREENHOUSE OR HOTHOUSE

We've been going to & few garage sales recently, picking up various things, cheaply, for our place at Byabarra. One of the
items was a new "“Planthouse"” described as an “Indoor Greenhouse - an environmentally controlled Umbrella Terrarium. Leave
houseplants safely zipped up inside the planthouse while on a prolonged vacation. Suitable for use any time of year. Use
it as a propagator for seedlings. When not in use the planthouse folds away 1ike a standard umbrella. Watches houseplants
for up to ten weeks without watering”". Ours is 36" dia and 40" high, but other sizes 24" and 30" are available. (Made in
Hong Kong of course).

They say not to place it in full sun but I've set it on a masonite base, with wheels, and move it to warm or cooler areas on
the verandah according to varying weather conditions. Am very pleased with the results after just a few weeks of use. I don't
know whether they are widely available as I've not noticed them in the shops at all, but I'd highly recommend it and would
imagine it would be quite cheap, but it would cost more than the $2 we paid.

Results to date include Maclura cochinchinensis germinating in 12 days, Capparis arborea 25 days, Streblus from 18 days. The
mix 1 am currently using is 1 part propagating sand to 1 of very old and well composted sieved leaf mulch, with a little
Neo-min rock dust containing siow release mineral nutrients. Shona Sadlier says that Neo-min seems to promote good seedling
vigour, also that it can be spread on top of potted plants, a half teaspoon per 150 mm pot.

SAVE THE BUSH

Member Sogigties are urged to encourage municipal governments to preserve/rehabilitate remnant natural areas within their
municipalities. Funds are available from the "Save the Bush Scheme".

MORE ON FLYING FOXES

The Q1d Government last year removed all 4 species from the State's protected fauna list (due to pressure from fruitgrowers).

Even though a couple of species involved "don't go anywhere near orchards,no officials will look after their welfare” -

(Dr. Les Hall, bat researcher, of Uni of Q1d). Les went on to comment that it's disappointing that we think so poorly of our

fauna that we cannot apply more sophisticated management strategies than the gun. But Les, its great fun to go out and “hunt"
any poor defenceless creature that has neither the desire, or the means, to threaten human 1ife and limb, isn't it?

“AUSTRALIAN PLANTS" DECEMBER 1991

It was good to see this issue being devoted to Rainforest matters. 1 found the section on palms to be most interesting but
I do admit to being"pipped at the post'by this one, particularly that item briefly describing so many species written by
Alec Blomberry. You see, Alec lives only 2 blocks from our Eastwood abode and I did pester him for a while to do something
on palms for this Newsletter. He is a bit of an expert on palms as well as other groups of our flora and has written a
number of books. Anyway the long and short of it is that you will have to read the item in "Australian Plants" because that
is really the type of feature that I had in mind. Maybe at some time in the future when 1 am short of topics 1 will reprint
it as a "refresher" for us all.

VALE BERYL CHAFFEY

It was great shock to learn of the sudden death of Beryl, one of our newer members, late last year. Beryl and her husband
Calder were most hospitable to Beryl J. and myself when we called in to meet them on a North Coast trip in 1990. They were
also involved in their SGAP Groups' barby and spotlighting evening at Bgoyong Nature Reserve’ that our “Ramble“group attended.
The Rainforest Study Group has extended its deep sympathy to Calder -and family.
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WALKING TRACK OF THE MONTH BOORGANNA NATURE RESERVE — COMBOYNE N S W

The Comboyne Plateau is at the eastern edge of the Great Dividing Range, about 40 kms from the coast. A combination of inter-
ception of rishg moist air from the ocean, causing frequent rain and misty conditions together with the past volcanic activity
which created a deep red, fertile, loam soil derived from basalt, ensured the development of a‘'dense, varied and rich forest
cover. Of course these same conditions made it a prime candidate for agricultural development that commenced as soon as access
was gained around 1900. Clearing for dairying was rapid and by 1925 most of the Plateau's 18000 hectares was destroyed.

Fortunately a small scenic reserve was set aside in the early days, to protect the two waterfalls on the creek. Further addit-
jons have been made; Boorganna now totals 396 ha. of which about half is rainforest. a remnmant of those vast rainforests that
once covered the Plateau. The NPEWS brochure lists six of the eleven vegetation types in the Reserve — Wet Schlerophyll, Dry
Schlerophy11, Gully Rainforest of Bangalow and Midginbil Palms/ Whalebone association, Dry Rainforest with Grey Myrtle and
Shatterwood, Warm Temperate of Coachwood Sassafras and Brush Box, and Sub Tropical Rainforest which includes Rosewood Booyong
Carabeen Figs and Stingers.(Ed. Sounds just like "Booyong" to me!)

A well constructed track of reasonable gradient traverses the Sub -tropical forest for 1.7 km to a lookout opposite the falls,
then continues on for another kilometre to the base. This section gets pretty steep, but it passes through some of the Warm
temperate forest and a rich patch of Bird's Nest Fern. The forest {at least the Sub-tropical) seems to be in very good condit-
ion for we didn't sight any weeds at all, away from the edges. The forest floor has an almost unbroken ground cover of ferns,
herbs and seedlings as it was only very lightly selectively logged, mainly for Red Cedar many years ago. Of course in those
days there were no chainsaws, bulldozers, plant thieves or any nearby exotic plants ready to invade. clearings, so virtually

no long-term damage was caused. An interesting comment was made by Alex Floyd imn that there are a number of Cool-temperate
associates of Antarctic Beech growing here, although none of the Beeches themselves. No doubt remnants of a previous Flora
that has changed considerably, for at nearby Werrikimbe a little further north and at about the same altitude, extensive areas
of Antarctic Beech seem to be thriving.

Eleven trees are at their southern 1imit and include the Cherries Syzigium coryanthum and S. crebinerve; Yellow Carabeen,
Sloanea woollsii; Turnipwood, Akania lucens; Red Carabeen, Geissois benthami; Green-leaved Rose Walnut, Endiandra muelleri and
Red-barked Sassafras, Cinnamomum virens. In addition, 13 rare tree species are established in the Reserve.

The fortunate may see a number of animals during their visit — Tiger Cats, Antechinus, Native Rats, Bats and even Platypus
as well as many more common animals survivehere. Around 100 bird species are listed, many restricted to rainforest habitats.

An interesting and pleasant spot suitable for either a short, quiet stroll or a picnic lunch. Better still, a visit of around
a half day will enable you to get an idea of what the Plateau would have been like less than a centuty ago. Get a brochure
from a tourist centre or the NP&WS and off you go !

BOOK OF THE MONTH “BIRDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST" R. EDBEN & W. BOLES REED BOOKS 1986  ISBN 07301 0155 X

Robert Edden is a bird photographer and painter of long standing, while Walter Boles who is American by birth, has, since his
arrival in Australia in 1974, worked in the Australian Museum at Sydney where he is now Head of Ornithology.

The book's introduction gives a brief coverage of the importance, characteristics types and distribution of the Forests and
the effects of man on this ecosystem. The authors point out that about 15% of our areeding birds are restricted to Rainforest
or achieve their greatest abundance there. Movement and conservation status of R F birds are touched upon while the following
37 chapters cover the relevant bird species, from the Cassowary and other mainly ground-frequenting birds, Raptors (Hawks

and Owls), the Pigeons, Honeyeaters and others, to the beautiful Paradise Riflebird. There are two Finches found in Rainforest,
albeit at the edges, in clearings and by the roadsides— the Red-Browed Finch being widespread along the east coast and the
Blue-Faced Finch which unfortunately is restricted to the far north east, but very seldom seen. There are many other species
that have particularly limited distribution, but whilst others are widespread, there are not too many that could be considered
common.

There are 88 bird paintings reproduced in this book, all beautifully done and seemingly true to 1ife, with the accompanying
descriptions concise but full of information on the subject's habits and status. If you are like me and interested in birds
you should beg, borrow or- - - - no don't steal it - that is a hanging offence these days ! But do look at it because with
many species being so difficult to observe, this could be the only time that you could become familiar with them or else pick
up a few ideas on how and where to locate some of the more shy or secretive birds of the Rainforest.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH  SANDPAPER FIG JAM

INGREDIENTS — 1 kg ripe Ficus coronata or F. fraseri fruit 1 kg sugar
3/4 cup of orange juice 1/4 cup of lemon juice
2 teaspoons sweet sherry, liquer:z or similar

Wash the figs, remove stalks and roughly chop up. Place figs, orange juice and Temon juice plus the sherry or whatever in

a large saucepan, bring to the boil and simmer until tender. Then add warmed sugar and stir over Tow heat until sugar dissolves
Increase heat and boil rapidly (uncovered) until jam jells when tested on a cold saucer(approx. 25 minutes).Put jam while

still hot into sterilised and warmed jars and seal immediately.

Our efforts resulted in a delicious jam, although a little sweet for our taste. (We consume very little sugar so have lost
our sweet tooth) Perhaps less sugar could be used, depending on individual taste. Anyone who does reduce the amount might
care to let me know of the results so that we can inform the membership through this newsletter.

PLANT OF THE MONTH  CAPPARIS ARBOREA  NATIVE POMEGRANATE  FAMILY CAPPARACEAE

Other common names are Wild Lime, Wild Lemon, Brush Caper Berry. Usually described as 'a small tree to 8 - 10 metres', althoug!
as with most R F plants it is much smaller when grown in an open or semi-shaded situation. Fruit is globular, greenish, from
275 to over 6 cm. dia. with a long stalk and many seeds within an edible and pleasant tasting pulp. It has been described as
Gauva-like but to me it resembles a green passionfruit but with a harder shell. It is a hardy plant propagated by seed or
cuttings. Seed sown by me in January germinated from 25 days, with40% emerging so far, after 6 weeks.

Very young plants have an unusual characteristic of being very straggly with spiny leaves and many thorny stems tangled every-
where, until eventually a strong leader takes over to form a trunk, the other growth then withers away. ( Leopard-wood -
Flindersia maculata - of the arid inland also does this ). Range is from Hunter River NSW to Cape York Nth. Qld.

Larger plants are quite different with normal leaves. Thorns are usually absent from all but the oldest wood, where they are
short and in pairs in rows along the stems. The white flowers are large (about 4 cm); showy, attractive but short-1ived, with
numerous stamens and delightfully perfumed. Flowers are at their best at night in summer, so it would seem that pollination
is by moths and other night-flying insects.

It is a most attractive plant with dense dark green foliage and should be grown more often. A disadvantage of course, is the
formidable juvenile growth, so it would need to be planted in a relatively out of the way site where 1ittle maintenance should
be initially required. Otherwise it should be an ideal barrier to keep out the neighbours' cats or their deliquent children !

Or in my case some of the locals straying cattle ?.

Seriously though,it would give excellent protection to birds and the smaller animals and provide good shelter and ideal nest-
ing sites. Esther has a 1imited amounfof seed that I sent,so be quick if you would like to try it.
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