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SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Some are now due fo r  payment, others are s t i l l  overdue. A red square on your Newslet ter  ind ica tes  t h a t  your renewal should 
be paid. Several people whose subs. are we l l  overdue, have been deleted from our membership. 

NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome the fo l lowing people t o  the Group and t r u s t  t h a t  much o f  mutual i n t e r e s t  w i l l  be gained. I look forward t o  
rece i v i ng  items t o  pass on t o  our membership v i a  the regu la r  Newsletters. 

P h i l i p  Baxter Kenmore. O l i ve r  Carter Toowoomba. Beverle C ro f t  Tyagarah. P h i l i p  Ha r t s te in  Randwick. 
Nick Hockey Bowravil le. Sh i r ley  Johnston Montecollum. , A B Stockley Coogee. Nola Soliman Parramatta. 
Stephen Tornquist  Tenneil. Brent & Denise V i e r i t z  Greenbank 

F u l l  addresses w i l l  be found i n  the attached up t o  date L i s t  o f  Members. 

STILL WANTED - A SYDNEY CO-ORDINATOR 

I t  would ass i s t  me somewhat if I d i d  have a contact  person there. Also could I make another request f o r  a member i n  Melbourne 
o r  nearby t o  organise a few a c t i v i t i e s  t o  invo lve  our V i c to r i an  members ? 

NEXT NSW MEETING SUNDAY 21ST OF JUNE 

Led by Robert Payne t o  look a t  Ra in fores t  a t  Palmgrove near Gosford. Meet a t  the OLD P a c i f i c  Hwy.,, corner o f  Ourimbah Creek 
Rd. ( j u s t  a l i t t l e  nor th  o f  the v i l l a g e  o f  Ourimbah) a t  9 am. Barbecue lunch so please b r i n g  the necessaries. Roberts phone 
number i s  043 42 3318 i f  you get i n t o  any s t r i f e .  

BRISBANE MEETINGS 

Saturday 11th Ju ly .  Probably a t  Gatton College. Saturday 12th September. A guest speaker w i ' l l  be arranged. 
Furher d e t a i l s  w i l l  be l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  months Qld .  B u l l e t i n  o r  phone Ron Twaddle a t  07 379 8105. 

COMBINED NSW & QLD WEEKEND lOTH & l l T H  OCTOBER (PLUS A COUPLE OF DAYS ON EITHER SIDE) 

Here a t  magnif icent "Booyong". Please l e t  me know beforehand so t h a t  I can get a few th ings organised though. 

REPORT ON THE MAY WEEKEND IN NTHN. NSW 

About 20 people m e t  a t  Hlcholsons' nursery, KeranIa Creek on tho Saturday motnlng. Nan Nicholson led a walk through Rain fores t  
t o  a huge rock ovcrhang on the nearby escarpment, p a r t  o f  nfghtcap Hat. Park. Others took the  opportunity to  inspect "Irma's 
~ u l l y :  A f t e r  a look  through the Nursery some had t o  r e t u r n  home but most drove back t o  8111 8 Al isons'  place a t  Meerschaum 
Vale for a mst enjoyabf e meal and an overnight stay, Sunday was more le isure?y, look ing a t  the garden (very many species 
there),  then a s t r o l l  along the nearby creek w i t h  I t s  host o f  palms and many wel l -butressed Sloanea woo ls i i  trees, as we l l  
as o the r  wonderful plants. About 10 Drfsbane members came down, meeting people from Far  Nor th  Coast Group and the two o f  
us '3sothernerrs".  Our thanks to BI11 ,A1 ison, Nan and Hugh f o r  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y .  A most  enjoyable weekend 

SEEDS NOW AVAILABLE 

From Esther Taylor (74 Francis S t  Raymonds H i l l  Ipswich 4305) --- Ailanthus t r i physa  A l p i n i a  caerulea Austromyrtus du l c i s  
C a l l i t r i s  b a i l e y i i  Cissus antarc t ica  Cordyl ine cann i f o l i a  C. congesta C. s t r i c t a  Croton ve r raux i i  Ehre t ia  acuminata 
Elat tostachys nervosa Erythr ina vespe r t i l  i o  Eucryphia m o r e i  Eustrephus l a t i  f o l  i u s  Ficus coronata Gel tnoplesium cymosum 
Hibiscus heterophyl lus Linospadix monostachya Mal lotus ph i l i ppens i s  Mel ia azerdarach v .  aus t ra las ica  Pandorea jasminoides 
P i  ttosporum phyl li raeoides P. rhombi f o l  i urn Premna 1 ignum-vi tae Stenocarpus s i n u a t i  s Syzlgium paniculatum S. oleosum 
Tecomaria f l o r i  bundum Toona aust ra l  i s Please send a S..A.E. w i t h  your request 

And from the Leader there are f u r the r  seeds ava i l ab le  (as I fo rgo t  t o  take them up t o  Terania Creek). Some o f  them are a b i t  
o l d  but  they seem t o  be i n  good cond i t ion ;  anyway i t  would be good i f  others could t r y  them as a t  l e a s t  f o r  a " v i a b i l i t y  
t es t " .  Theyv'e been i n  a f r i dge  since they were co l lec ted.  Species ava i lab le  --- Acronychia o b l o n g l f o l l a  A lp in ia  arundel l iana 
Buckinghamia celsissima Cal l  i t r l s  macleayana Cassine aus t ra l  i s  Cissus hypaglauca Commersonia bartramia Euodia micrococca 
E. e l le ryana Glochidion ferdinandi Hi  b i  scus t i 11 aceus Hymenosporum f l  avum Mori nda jasmi no i  des Pararchi dendron p r u i  nosum 
Pittosporum revolutum P. venulosum Pongamia pinnata Trema aspera Schizomeria ovata Trochocarpa laur ina .  

NEIL MARRIOTT AND ME POLYSCIAS MURRAY11 

Among o ther  news from Ne i l ,  he mentioned t h a t  he was inundated w i t h  o f f e r s  of p lan ts  from a l l  quarters,  now has a handful1 
growing on and w i l l  p ick  up more when he t rave l s  Nor th  i n  Ju l y  ( t o  see a b i t  of sunshine?). They haven' t  y e t  sold the Nursery 
but  the Rainforest  p lant ings  a t  "White Gums" are growing r a p i d l y  and creat ing  a great  deal o f  l o c a l  I n te res t ,  many o f  the  
v i s i t o r s  heading o f f  home t o  create t h e i r  own l i t t l e  b l t  o f  r a i n f o r e s t  on t h e i r  own property.  This happens p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
ho t  Summer days when i t  fee ls ,  as you step i n t o  the  ra in fores t ,  t h a t  you are enter ing  an a i r -cond i t ioned room. The l o c a l  b ~ r d  
popu la t lon  has a lso  grown t o  appreciate i t  too, w i t h  f l ocks  o f  Parrots, Honeyeaters and many o ther  species congregating i n  
the cool shade dur ing hot  days, and roos t i ng  dur ing  the night.However recent ly  a Brown Goshawk has a lso  taken t o  the area, 
c rea t i ng  much havoc w i t h  the other b i rds !  
( 1 read i n  the  V ic tor ian  Region's March Newslet ter  t h a t  N e i l  has been appointed Conservation O f f i ce r .  Congratulations N e i l ,  
you w i l l  have your work cu t  Out i f  your Sta te  i s  as bad as NSW i n  environmental p ro tec t i on .  Keep on t h e i r  hamner ! ) 



NEUS FROM MEMBERS 

Even though E ry th r i na  sp. Pine Mountain comes from sunny Queensland, i t  obviously grows a l o t  be t t e r  i n  Sweden than i t  does 
i n  Sydney. Thomas Carlsson wr i t es  t h a t  from seed we sent him a year  ago.al.1 alre doing very we l l  ( in .  a glass-house) and are 
around 15 cm h igh ! Those a t  Eastwood t h a t  survived the seed l ing  stage are  r e a l l y  b a t t l i n g .  Maybe Thomas has a very green thumb . 
Jo Oerlyon reckons I t  ye ts  p r e t t y  co ld  around the NSW south coast I n  w in te r  so ~ ~ l d r l s  t o  v i s i  L strllr. o t  the R d i ~ l f o r c s t s  o f  tho 
no r th  coast, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the Dorrigo. Gets a b i t  c h i l l y  there too, Jo. She a lso  lllentions that. r e  Southern L i l u i t  o f  Plants 
I n  the Shoalhaven Sh l re  (E/L 161, Crintvu pedunculatul~l was found growing a t  the edge o f  the beach i n  Murracllarang Nat iona l  Park, 
j u s t  south of P r e t t y  Beach by a group from Canberra SGAP Group t h a t  she was w i th .  Jo a l so  po in ts  out  t h a t  Call icoma s e r r a t i f -  
o l i a  i s  i n  good numbers along the creek on t h e i r  M i l t o n  property,  and f u r t h e r  south than the nominated Wreck Bay. 

It wasn' t  a rea l  good idea for  Evan Weatherhead t o  b u i l d  a new g b - h o u s e .  he has run ou t  o f  room t o  p lan t  out  a l l  the  th ings 
t h a t  he has successfu l ly  propagated! But he got wind o f  a brand new spot  t o  pass o f f  sollle o f  the surplus - a t  Sam Jack's 
new place up north.  A f t e r  that, Evan has got  h i s  eye on a daughter 's home i n  Canberra and i s  c reat ing  a garden there, too. 
Probably a great  l i t t l e  spot  f o r  a cool temperate f o res t ,  eh? He adds t h a t  t he  f i r s t  R F p lant inqs  i n  h i s  Blaxland garden are 
now approaching 10 t o  15 f e e t  high. 

Dean Pryke recen t l y  obta ined some p u b l i c i t y  f o r  the Ra in fores t  cause i n  a "Ho~llemakers" sec t ion  o f  the l oca l  press. They pointed 
out tha t  i n  between h i s  occupation as a Bush Regenerator w i t h  the  NSW NPBUS, Dean i s  growir~rj a t n l i l l  o f  83 spccies o f  R F 
p lants  and tha t  the garden looks l i k e  a slnlall chunk o f  the  I l l a w a r r a  Escarpl~ent has bee11 t ra~ l sp la ted  t o  i t .  

Wondered whether the  r a i n f o r e s t  depicted on John Kaminski's note  t o  me was on h i s  own place a t  Dayboro Qld.. o r  i f  i t  may be 
a photo o f  another area? Corlle c lean John, are you h i d i n g  such a b e a u t i f u l  spot ft-0111 your fe l low 11lc11bers7 

A note from Bet ty  Rymer of  Sydney l i s t e d  her success w i t h  seed obtained from the Group. Morinda j as~~~ imo ides  cane up l i k e  weeds, 
P i t tosporu~ l i  venulosum were good, and i n  comnon w i t h  many others who t r i e d  the Syzigium paniculatunl had good r e s u l t s  from those. 
The Cassine a u s t r a l i s  though. have not  y e t  germinated. They are a tough nut  t o  crack ( l i t e r a l l y ) :  anyone out there got some 
clues on how t o  t r e a t  the  seed? (Whenever I have t r i e d  t o  break the casing I ' v e  general ly destroyed the seeds w i t h i n .  Ed.) 
Another l i t t l e  problem f o r  Bet ty  i s  t h a t  although Syzigium w i l s o n i i  bloomed extremely we l l ,  the f o l i age  looks t e r r i b l e  w i t h  
i t s  good covering o f  sca le  and soot. Any suggestions on th i s ,  b u t  avo id ing the use o f  nasty chemicals would be h e l p f u l .  

New member Stephen Tornqu is t  o f  Termeil, NSW South coast, t e l l s  t h a t  growing R F p lants  has been a long time hobby and he 
now has a l a rge  c o l l e c t i o n ,  many planted ou t  as ah arboretum, t h a t  i s  doing very we l l .  A reminder Stephen - d o n ' t  f o rge t  t o  
send a l i s t  t o  Esther Tay lo r  f o r  the  Groups records. 

Another newie. Nola Soliman, has a lso  been i n te res ted  i n  R F f o r  a good wh i l e  and has t r i e d  l o t s  o f  seed w i t h  mixed resu l t s .  
She a l so  had problems i n  obta in ing p a r t i c u l a r  seed o f  p l an ts  she l i ked ,  b u t  has since been i n  touch w i t h  Esther who re fe r red  
Nola (and a l s o  Judy E l l i o t t )  t o  Alex Lyons f u r t h e r  no r th  who i s  growing many o f  the desired species. Alex t o l d  me t h a t  he has 
r e f e r r e d  both o f  these g i r l s  t o  an appropr iate source who should be ab le  t o  a s s i s t  them. 

Sydney w i l l  soon be deserted! Another couple o f  us have seen the  l i g h t  ( o r  maybe the increasing l eve l s  o f  p o l l u t i o n )  , and l i k e  
a b o l t  o f  l i g h t n i n g  streaked north.  Ken and Joan Jones, long t ime members o f  the  Group h v e  moved t o  Beemah i nSo l fh  East qld.  
They came down t o  Lismore f o r  the o u t n g t o  Terania Creek. Can' t  keep away from NSW a f t e r  a l l ,  eh? 

Pa t r i ck  Bennett says t h a t  the  Ipswich Qld .  SGAP Branch i s  s e t t i n g  up a d i sp lay  a t  the l o c a l  show t h i s  year again, and t h a t  a 
Ra in fores t  theme w i l l  be fol lowed. Again good p u b l i c i t y ,  and we a l l  hope t h a t  they get l o t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  from the v i s i t o r s .  
Hopefu l ly  Pa t r i ck  w i l l  send us a rundown o f  i t s  success and the  r e s u l t s  from a l l  t h e i r  hard work. 

Jud i t h  Brass i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b u t t e r f l i e s  a lso  and has very k i n d l y  sent  me a number o f  i tems f o r  a B u t t e r f l y  o f  the Month 
ser ies.  Thank you fo r  t h i s  Jud i t h  - the f i r s t  o f  these appears elsewhere i n  t he  Newsletter 

There r e a l l y  i s  a l o t  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  southern Qld.  Judy E l l i o t t  has 4 acres o f  an acreage estate a t  Ocean View near Dayboro 
t h a t  was former ly  pasture  w i t h  on l y  a remnant few Acacia melanoxylon. However she has organised a comnunity p r o j e c t  t h a t  she 
i s  co-ordinat ing,  and w i t h  the assistance o f  the Forest  Service who are  p rov id ing  f ree  t rees on a grand scale (up t o  1000 trees 
pe r  block p lus  another 5000 f o r  the comnunity). 28 o f  t he  32 res idents  o r  owners have submitted a plan and i t  i s  g rea t  t h a t  
every one o f  them in tends t o  p l a n t  a Ra in fores t  area. P lan t i ng  w i l l  be c a r r i e d  out over 2 years and i t  i s  hoped t h a t  the  l o c a l  
Council w i l l  a lso  p a r t i c i p a t e  and supply t rees  f o r  the verges. Everyone i s  hoping t h a t  160 acres o f  bare grassland w i l l  be 
transformed i n t o  a p lace o f  beauty t o  be admired,and as a home fo r  many b i r d s  and animals. Judy i s  very aware t h a t  there  i s  a 
l o t  of hard  work ahead f o r  a l l  involved, bu t  knows t h a t  i t  w i l l  a l l  be worthwhile. I am sure t ha t  we a l l  hope t h a t  i t  w i l l  be 
an outstanding success and be an i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  o ther  comnunities and groups t o  organise s i m i l a r  p ro jec ts .  

Ross McLeaysays t h a t  you know t h a t  autumn i n  Be l l ingen i s  not  f a r  away from the f i r s t  appearance o f  the Top Knot o r  Flock 
pigeons. They turned up i n  mid-March; wonder what f r u i t s  around t h e l e i n  good enough numbers t o  a t t r a c t  them? I n  a d d i t i o n  a 
very unusual b i r d  pa id  them a v i s i t  - a  Long-tai led Koel, a New Zealand migrant  presumably blown o f f  course. D i d n ' t  go over 
too  we l l  w i t h  the r e s i d e n t  LewinUs Honeyeaters who were q u i t e  v i o l e n t  i n  t h e i r  a t tack  on the i n te r l ope r .  

We have a request from J im  Ransom o f  Sydneys north.  Could we run  a l i s t  i n  the  Newsletter showing name and address o f  nurse- 
r i e s  t h a t  ca r r y  a good range o f  R F p lants  ? Sounds a good idea t o  me, p a r t i c u l a r l y  as Jim points out t h a t  people j u s t  begin- 
n ing i n  ra in fo res t  would appreciate in format ion  on where t o  go, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  thev want ce r ta in  species o r  species t h a t  are 
n o t  comnonly ava i lab le .  I have s t a r t e d  t h i s  l i s t  t h a t  w i l l  appear f u r t he r  on: those aware o f  others i n  the t rade who would 
fit the b i l l  may l i k e  t o  l e t  me know the d e t a i l s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  f u t u r e  N ' l e t t e r s .  J im ( o f  5 James Rd Brooklyn 2083) also 
enquires as t o  whether Garry Sankowsky s t i l l  operates t h e  Zodiac Nursery a t  Tolga near Atherton, i f  so could you l e t  him know 
the cu r ren t  postal  address? 
A note from Norm McCarthy says t h a t  he i s  now o f f  the s i c k  l i s t  a f t e r  two small bu t  d e b i l i t a t i n g  operations and i s  bouncing 
back b e t t e r  than ever. Great news Norm, keep i t  up! He a l so  reckoned t h a t  i t  was time we l e f t  Sydney's smog - he d i d  i t  i n  
1951.. Norm also advises using "Fongarid" as a drench a f t e r  t r ansp lan t i ng  r a i n f o r e s t  seedlings t o  avoid fungal problems as 
these can s t a r t  imned ia te ly  a f t e r  r o o t  disturbance. ( I ' v e  o f t e n  wondered why I have l o s t  apparently heal thy seedl ings a f t e r  
p o t t i n g  on and am the re fo re  g r e a t f u l  t o  now be aware o f  the l i k e l y  cause, and the remedy. Ed. ) 

Nerida S i l k e  mentions t h a t  l i k e  many others she r e a l l y  enjoys ou r  Newslet ter  bu t  would l i k e  t o  have some loca l  personal con- 
t ac t s .  Been t o  a Br isbane excursion bu t  these are  more than an hours d r i v e  from Mudgeeraba. It has been some time s ince a 
l i s t i n g  of t he  cu r ren t  membership has been published. so I had b e t t e r  organise t h i s  r e a l l y  fast .  

August F r i cke  has a young Rain fores t  near Nambour t h a t  i s  now 18 months o l &  and I s  tak ing up much o f  h i s  f r ee  time. Th is  i s  
why he has no t  been a b l e  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  our Newslet ter  because o f  t h i s  and o ther  comitments, bu t  does get a l o t  f rom the 
N ews le t te rs .  The Nambour p l a n t i n g  i s  on an acre o f  ground. 
One o f  our  new members, N ick  Hockey, ment imedthat  he and h i s  wi fe,  J u l i e ,  run  the wholesale nursery 'Dancing palms' . i n i t i a l -  
l y  growing R F p lan ts  i n  tubes and small pots bu t  the p u b l i c  d i d n ' t  respond. They are now opt ing  out o f  these s izes  and are 
going I n t o  40 l j t r e  grobags r e q u i r i n g  l ess  o v e r a l l  maintenance bu t  b e t t e r  p r o f i t  long-term. They would l i k e  t o  ob ta in  a good 
supply of Nth. q l d .  Proteaceae t o  t r y  i n  t h i s  method. They have p lanted a l o t  of R F t rees on the property bu t  expect t h a t  i t  
w i l l  be a few years before  the place s t a r t s  t o  look l i k e  they want i t  to .  

Another who has j u s t  jo ined,  S h i r l e y  Johnston, i s  very invo lved w i t h  t r y i n g  t o  rep lant  a h i l l s i d e  o f  the o r i g i n a l  "B ig  Scrub" 
t h a t  was cleared about 100 years ago a t  Montedlum, and says t h a t  Ra in fores t  p lants  and trees have become a l a rge  p a r t  o f  her  
l i f e .  



THREATS TO THE FOREST ( PART TWO ) 

The previous newsle t te r  gave an o u t l i n e  o f  many fac tors  t h a t  a f f ec t  Rainforest  and concluded t h a t  the  greates t  and most wide- 
spread changes are caused by logging. It troubles me t h a t  the  t imber indust ry  and i t s  puppets & apologists w i t h i n  the  comnunity. 
admin is t ra t ion  and government are constal l t ly  j u s t i f y i n g  the so c a l l e d  "sustainable" a c t i v i t i e s  because t rees "grow back". A 
t y p i c a l  statement goes something l i k e  - We have been working i n  t h i s  f o res t  f o r  over a century and you cannot see any changes, 
a l l  the animals are  there and the trees have grown back". Or. "The area was logged i n  the 19301s.so what are  the Greenies on 
about? This i s  no t  v i r g i n  f o res t " .  They use many cont rad ic t ions  i n  t h e i r  arguments - on the one hand logg ing has no e f f e c t  on 
the natura l  environment; bu t  on the o ther ,  i t  i s  not  i n  a na tu ra l  s ta te  anyway. 

What they never mention, e i t h e r  because they are unaware o f  the  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  indust ry ,  o r  e lse  they de l i be ra te l y  conceal 
the fac ts  o r  are too  bloody s tup id  t o  be aware o f  the events they are s e t t i n g  i n  t r a i n  whenever a f o res t  i s  exploi ted.  To the 
best of my knowledge they have never sa id  t h a t  u n t i l  about 30 years ago, the indust ry  m s i s t e d  o f  nlainly small operations, men 
who worked i n  the fo res t  i n  pa i rs  o r  small groups using axes, o r  perhaps cross-cut saws. Because o f  the  hard manual work i n v o l -  
ved, they ensured t h a t  on ly  sound, h igh  q u a l i t y  t rees were f e l l e d .  I n  add i t ion  the  small sawmills used every l o g  very c a r e f u l l y  
and economically, so t h a t  the minimum o f  waste was produced. Also, due t o  poor access as roads were few and f a r  between, t rees  
were not  usua l ly  c u t  down i n  rough areas o r  on d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n  where r e t r i e v a l  would have been too time consuming. Logs were 
removed by "snigging" through the bush by the use of teams o f  oxen o r i g i n a l l y ,  l a t e r  on w i t h  small, by today's standards, t r ac - ,  
t o r s .  But most impor tant ly .  we must remember t h a t  i n  those ea r l y  days v i r t u a l l y  every area was weed and pest free, so l ong  term 
damage was avoided. 

Today, a l l  t h i s  has changed. The indust ry  uses huge bul ldozers t o  push roads through heav i ly  timbered, steep o r  prev ious ly  
inaccessible s i t e s ,  pushing spo i l  i n t o  nearby gu l l i es ,  creeks and o ther  watercourses, soon t o  cause erosion o f  varying degrees. 
A l l  around are weed banks ready t o  colonise disturbed places ( j u s t  look a t  the almost i n s t a n t  coverage by, e.g. Lantana, Inkweed 
Crofton, Wi ld Tobacco e t c  t h a t  spr ing  up everywhere) ; animals such as f e r a l  cats and pigs, foxes. r a b b i t s e t c t h a t  are const- 
a n t l y  extending t h e i r  range. Chain saws now al low trees t o  be cut  down e f f o r t l e s s l y ,  i n  j u s t  a few minutes. M i l l s  have tended 
t o  become very l a rge  concerns w i th  an i nsa t i ab le  appet i te  f o r  logs due t o  the need f o r  a re tu rn  on the b i g  c a p i t a l  invested, 
but  where soph is t ica ted machinery and equipment-has ensuredfewer  employees required, causing constant job  losses. 

Large machinery and h igh  output has resu l t ed  i n  much more waste than previous techniques, many m i l l s  ob ta in  less  than a 40% 
saleable product from t h e i r  logs. The r e s t  i s  wasted. The end r e s u l t  o f  these modern operations i n  the fo res ts  are changes t o  
water run-o f f  ra tes  and a reduct ion i n  stream qua l t t y .  And, of cours:, i n  the guise o f  p ro tec t ing  the resource the fo res ts  are 
are cr iss-crossed w i t h  f i rebreaks and t r a i l s ,  w i t h  regu lar  f requent con t ro l '  o r  'hazard reduct ion'  burns ca r r i ed  out.  

Forestry Depts. take great p r i de  i n  t h e i r  'awareness' of the needs o f  animals i n  announcing t h a t  c e r t a i n  hab i t a t  t rees are 
l e f t  as homes f o r  the l a r g e r  animals t h a t  requ i re  nest hol lows t h a t  are usua l ly  only found i n  very o l d  and degenerating t rees. 
What they don ' t  say, bu t  sometimes p r i v a t e l y  admit i s  t h a t  once these o l d  t rees  d ie  and col lapse (and they are extremely prone 
t o  l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e s  due t o  being much higher than the surrounding hab i t a t ) ,  there are no trees o l d  enough l e f t  t o  replace 
them. This i s  because. eve ry - l a r j e  t r e e  t h a t  i s  approaching ma tu r i t y  i s  cu t  down due-to tbe economics o f  the s i t ua t i on ,  and t o  
s a t i s f y  our voracious demand for  t imber products. So there i s  no fo l l ow ing  generation o f  mature t rees t h a t  are a lso  on the way 
out, shedding l imbs t o  produce hollows and nest s i t es ,  as we l l  as bu i l d i ng  up debr is on the fo res t  f l o o r  again prov id ing 
h a b i t a t  and s h e l t e r  f o r  a d i f f e r e n t  group o f  animals. 

The loss  o f  l a rge  t rees i n  general, bu t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of sought a f t e r  o r  comnercial species, a l t e r s  the l o c a l  ecosystems and 
changes the fores t  composit ion over time, leading t o  an a l t e r e d  h a b i t a t  bene f i c i a l  t o  c e r t a i n  animal, p l a n t  & i nsec t  species, 
bu t  detrimental t o  others.  This leads t o  a fu r ther  change t o  symbiot ic (mutual ly r e l i a n t )  re la t ionsh ips ,  oftenextremely grad- 
ua l  bu t  nevertheless lead ing eventua l ly  t o  major environmental changes a t  a g rea t l y  accelerated rate,  fa r  f a s t e r  than has been 
seen by natura l  evo lu t ionary  changes. 

The end r e s u l t  o f  f o r e s t r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  the  way t h a t  they are  ca r r i ed  out  i n  our cur rent  e x p l o i t i v e  stage, i s  t h a t  a l l  o f  those 
natura l  places are s i m p l i f i e d  and are unable t o  wi thstand even m ino rndu ra l  o r  man-made disturbances t o  an ex tent  t h a t  they are 
completely changed. It may take centur ies f o r  t h i s  t o  happen and there w i l l  be no apparent change t o  our  generation . o r  t o  
t h a t  of our ch i ld ren.  But i t  may, and i n  many places i t  has already done so, take only a few short  years. 
Do we r e a l l y  care ? 

GROWING NATIVE WEEDS BY TIM LOW FROM " URBAN ECOLOGIST " 
There are times when the best i n ten t i ons  can lead t o  the  worst  mistakes. I n  Southern Aust ra l ia  f o r  example growing n a t i v e  
p lants ,  normally considered eco log i ca l l y  desirable,  i s  c rea t i ng  major eco log ica l  damage. I ' v e  j u s t  f i n i shed  reading a d i s t -  
u rb ing repor t  on the vegetat ion o f  Langwarrin F lora  & Fauna Reserve south o f  Melbourne. According t o  the author, government 
bo tan i s t  David Cheal, the reserve has a severe weed problem, and 'The   no st troublesome weed species (those which are now 
groosly a1 t e r i n  n a t i v e  p l a n t  comnuni t i e s  o r  prevent ing t h e i r  regeneration) are  Acacia l o n g i f o l  i a  (Sallow Wattle), Leptosper- 
mum laevigatum !Native Wil low). Pinus p inaster ,  P. r ad ia ta  and P i  ttosporum undulatum (Sweet Pi t t o s p o r m )  

Anyone who knows p lan ts  w i l l  r e a l i s e  t ha t ,  apar t  from the two pines, these'most troublesome weed species' are a l l  Aust ra l ian  
nat ives.  They are ornamental t rees na t i ve  t o  other par ts  o f  Aust., t h a t  have been introduced by gardeners i n  nearby towns, 
and have spread i n t o  the bush, upset t ing  the natura l  balance. Disturbance t o  the  reserve, and espec ia l l y  changes i n  burning, 
have given them an edge over the o r i g i n a l  heathland p lants .  The na t i ve  w i l low i s  from W. A. The o ther  species grow n a t u r a l l y  
i n  V i c to r i a ,  bu t  no t  i n  the region o f  the reserve. There a re  another 3 exo t i c  wat t les  running w i l d  i n  the park: Cedar wa t t l e  
from the Blue Mountains, Goi ford w a t t l e  from Gosford, & Golden wreath wa t t l e  from W A, bu t  these are minor weeds. 

The na t i ve  weed problem a t  Langwarrin i s  so ser ious t h a t  David has advocated s lash ing and burning, & even spraying w i t h  
2 4 5 T. Otherwise the o r i g i n a l  heathland p lants  may disappealr. A very rare  b i rd ,  the southern emu wren, i s  a lso  threatened. 
I t  l i v e s  i n  spec ia l  she-oak heaths which are vanishing under choking stands o f  sal low watt le.  

I n  the  Mount L o f t y  Ranges behind Adelaide the na t i ve  f o res t  i s  being s u l l i e d  by an extraordinary range o f  exo t i c  nat ives ,  
i nc lud ing  wat t les ,  g rev i l l eas ,  hakeas, sweet pittosporum. Around Melbourne the worst na t i ve  weeds are  Cootamundra w a t t l e  
from NSW and the eastern sweet pittosporum, which i s  engu l f i ng  eucalypt  fo res ts ,  aided by introduced b lackb i rds  t h a t  spread 
the seeds. So dense i s  the  f o l i age  o f  sweet pi t tosporum t h a t  i t shades out  o ther  p lants .  

Sydney and Brisbane are  fa r ing  b e t t e r  than the southern c i t i e s ,  although Brisbane has a growing problem w i t h  the Nth. Qld.  
umbrella t ree,  now a s i g n i f i c a n t  weed on Moreton and o the r  is lands. Exot ic  nat ives  are becoming a problem i n  Aus t ra l i a  bec- 
ause the country i s  so l a rge  and the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' na t i ve '  i s  so ambiguous. A gardener i n  Sydney may p l a n t  a WA w a t t l e  and 
proudly proclaim i t  t o  be a nat ive .  Yet i t s  na t i ve  h a b i t a t  i s  f u r t h y  frem Sydney than Istanbul  i s  from Miterdam, and a 
Turkish p l a n t  grown i n  Hol land would hard ly  be considered a ' na t i ve  . 
So f a r ,  e x o t i c  na t i ves  are not  behaving as a t roc ious ly  as c e r t a i n  overseas shrubs such as lantana, blackberry,  b i t o u  bush. 
groundsel and gorse. But they are more l i k e l y  t o  become a greater  problem as more gardeners p l a n t  n a t i v e  species which are 
then spread about the  country. I n e v i t a b l y  a share o f  these w i l l  become weeds. 

PRESERVING LOCAL WILDERNESS. Inner  c i t y  gardeners need n o t  worry about what they p lant .  But those l i v i n g .  near bushland Should 
c a r e f u l l y  consider sowing only those Aus t ra l i an  p lants  t h a t  ac tua l l y  grow i n  nearby bush. This, sure ly  i s  what 'growing 
nat ives '  should be about: preserving the i n t e g r i t y  of t he  l o c a l  wilderness. Gardeners should be espec ia l ly  wary o f  p l an ts  
which are proven pests. Among the wa t t l es  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  there  are  many dubious species--which have become weeds, n o t  on l y  i n  
Aus t ra l i a  ,but i n  South Af r ica ,  Europe and wherever they have taken root .  The fo l l ow ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  should be b lack l i s ted :  
Acacia baileyana, A. cyclops, A. dealbata, A. decurrens, A. e la ta ,  A. l o n g i f o l i a ,  A. mearnsii, A. podyra ly fo l ia ,  A. prominens 
A. saligna. Around Adelaide and Melbourne some of these wa t t l es  are  even hyb r i d j s i ng  w i t h  each o ther  and w i t h  l o c a l  Species. 



GROWING NATIVE WEEDS (CONTINUED) 

Sweet p l t tosporum and b l u e b e l l  creeper (So l lya  heterophyl  l a )  should d e f i n i t e l y  be avoided. Coast tea- t ree should never be 
p lanted west o f  i t s  na tu ra l  range i n  cent ra l  V i c t o r i a  (al though no-one i s  sure anymore where i t s  natura l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  ends). 
Hakeas, kangaroo apples (Solanum), na t i ve  w i l l o w  and cadaga (Euc. t o r re l i ana )  are r i sky .  On the o the r  hand, the banksias, 
melaleucas, kunzeas, angophoras, kangaroo paws and others appear benign. 

1INCREASING PUBLIC AWARENESS. The Society f o r  Growing Aus t ra l i an  Plants,  and the nurser ies which s e l l  these plants,  have done 
l i t t l e  t o  e x p l a i n  the r i s k s .  Many conservat ionist 's  f i n d  the  issue conceptual ly t roub l ing :  how can a na t i ve  p l a n t  be an exot- 
i c  pest? they complain. The most aware people are government botan is ts  i n  Melbourne and Adelaide, concerned w i t h  the i n teg -  
r i t y  o f  na t i ona l  parks and fo res t s  i n  t h e i r  s ta tes .  

The issue needs a h ighe r  p r o f l l e .  and much more p u b l l c  awareness. I t  I s  i r o n i c  but t r ue  tha t  most na t l ve  gardeners would 
be sympathetic t o  the problem, i f  on ly  they understood. 

(From the Wl ld f lower  Soc ie ty  o f  Western Austral  l a  Newslet ter  May 1992) 

CONGRATULATIONS BILL PAYNE ! YET ANOTHER ISSUE OF "AUSTRALIAN PLANTS" (MARCH 1992) EMPHASISING RAINFOREST 

This issue - Volume 17 No. 130 i s  r e a l l y  great.  Much space i s  given t o  ed ib le  species varyjng from trees t o  vines and g in-  
gers, wine-making from Davidson's Plum, t r o p i c a l  gardens and species descr ipt ions.  Much o f  the in format ion  was cont r ibu ted 
by Harry Oick o f  Cooktown, var ious o ther  items by f r i ends  o f  our Group inc lud ing Gwen Harden, Yuruga nursery, Hugh and Nan 
Nicholson, and others expe r t  i n  t h e i r  subjects.  

There c e r t a i n l y  I s  a wea l th  of informat ion i n  t h i s  j ou rna l ,  we should a l l  read i t  thoroughly and ensure t ha t  i t  i s  kept 
w i t h  our o the r  re ference ma te r i a l .  Maybe our Study Group could become invo lved by supplying mater ia l  f o r  a f u t u r e  issue ? 

ASSISTANCE SOUGHT . - .  - -  - .  
Bar t  Hacobian asks i f  Oar l i ng ia  ferruginea w i l l  f lower  i n  coo ler  areas ? He has an advanced p l a n t  i n  a 12" pot,  bu t  i s  not  
game t o  p l a n t  i t  ou t  as he understands t h a t  i t  i s  a w in te r  f lowerer  

I n  add i t i on ,  there  are  a few problems w i t h  Comne~sonia bartramia. It grows s t rong ly  i n  autumn, then dies back i n  spring. He 
f e e l s  t h a t  the  same t h i n g  happens w i t h  t h i s  species i n  Sydney's Botanic Gardens. Any ideas on c r i t i c a l  fac tors  determining 
success o r  f a i l u r e  o f  t h i s  co lon lzer  ? Ba r t  adds t h a t  h i s  p l a n t  i s  i n  a spot where i t  receives morning sun but  shaded from 
e a r l y  pm. I t  h a s n ' t  produced any suckers, although grew f a s t  t o  5 m i n  the f i r s t  two seasons. Very sparse f lower ing and 
t h i s  year i t  d ied  back t o  3 m. 

By comparison a Comnersonia f r a s e r i  has suckered pro fuse ly  ( d o n ' t  they a l l ? ) ,  grown t o  7 metres by about 8 m wide and f low- 
e rs  heav i l y .  Only 3 years old,  being planted ou t  i n  Sept. '90 as a rooted c u t t i n g  j u s t  3" high. It receives almost f u l l  sun 
and leaves a re  o c c a s ~ o n a l l y  chewed up by 2 pests, one i s  a small Chrysomelid beet le  ( r e l a t i v e  o f  the Pittosporum beet le ) ,  
t he  o the r  are  c a t e r p i l l a r s  o f  a moth o f  fami ly  Noctuidae. C. f r a s e r i  a t  the Canberra Nat ional  Botanic Gardens are regu la r l y  
eatenby c a t e r p i l l a r s  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  moth - fami ly  Buccu la t r ic idae.  

Send me ypur  thoughts on these subjects so t h a t  we can l e t  Ba r t  and the r e s t  o f  our readers know. 

1992 TROPICAL AND SUBTROPICAL RESIDENTIAL RAINFOREST SCHOOL 

This school i s  t o  be h e l d  by Mackay Branch o f  SGAP a t  Seafor th  Recreational Camp 50 km nor th  o f  Mackay from 26th t o  29th 
Sept. and then a t  Eungel la from 30th Sept. t o  2nd Oct. I t  includes t u i t i o n  i n  the use o f  f l o r a l  keys, and f i e l d  excursions 
t o  examine var ious  r a i n f o r e s t  types i n  the d i s t r i c t .  Seafor th  accomodation i s  dormitory s t y l e ,  maximum cos t  o f  $200 w i l l  
cover everything. Shared rooms w i t h  p r i v a t e  bathrooms has been arranged a t  Eungella i s  l im i t ed ,  the maximum cost t o  be $125 

P r i n c i p a l  t u t o r s  w i l l  be Dr. Betsy Jackes from the Botany Dept. o f  James Cook Uni. and W.J.F. ( B i l l )  McDonald, Senior Botan- 
i s t  a t  the Q ld .  Herbarium. The maximum number o f  pa r t i c i pan ts  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  40. It was meant t h a t  i n te res ted  people should 

have booked by 30th A p r i l ,  bu t  i f  you would l i k e  t o  at tend. contact  I rene Champion, 20 Sw i f t  St, Slade Po in t  4740 t o  enquire. 

From SGAP Q ld .  B u l l e t i n  March 1992. (Ron Twaddle was a t  l a s t  years course and learned a l o t .  This one w i l l  no doubt be 
j u s t  as good.) 

KIMBERLEY RAINFOREST BOOK - KIMBERLEY RAINFORESTS OF AUSTRALIA ed i t ed  by N.L.MCKENZiE, R.B.JOHNSTON & P.G.KENDRICK 

Publ ished i n  Oct. 1991 by Surrey Beat ty  & Sons, Sydney i n  assoc ia t ion  w i th  CALM and the Dept. o f  Ar ts  Her i tage & Environment, 

I n  t h e i r  preface McKenzie and K J McNamara s t a t e  - "The Kimberley i s  'one o f  the l a s t  great wilderness areas on earth.  --- 
I t s  r i c h  tapest ry  o f  t r o p i c a l  p l an ts  and animals and the  great  complexity o f  i t s  landscapes are a natura l  h i s t o r i a n ' s  wond- 
er land.  --- I t s  North-west i s  so rugged and t rack less  t h a t  the  composition and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i t s  f l o r a  and ver tebra te  
fauna have on l y  been f u l l y  revealed dur ing  the past  25 years. Indeed the presence o f  r a in fo res t s  i n  Western Aust. was no t  
recognized u n t i l  1965". (Although pioneer Ju l i us  Brockman gave an account o f  r a i n f o r e s t  patches behind the coastal  dunes on . t he  Oampierland Pen insu lar  no r th  o f  Broome i n  1880) 

I n  1986 more than 1500 patches o f  r a i n f o r e s t  were i d e n t i f i e d  from Landstat images. The three year eco log ica l  survey by CALM 
i n  assoc ia t ion  w i t h  15 s c i e t i f i c  spec ia l i s t s  sampled 95 o f  these patches t h a t  range i n  s ize  from j u s t  a few t r e e  canopies 
t o  100 ha (averaging about 4 ha) .Four major categor ies o f  "raingreen" Monsoon fo res t  were i d e n t i f i e d :  on h i l l s i d e s  and scree- 
s lopes, along swamps and r i v e r s ,  patches on coastal  sand dunes, and i n  gorges and gu l l i es .  Some i so la ted  patches were found 
almost 300 km from the  coast. The t o t a l  r a i n f o r e s t  area o f  about 8,000 ha i s  only 0.005 percent o f  t he  whole Kimberley land- 
scape o f  170,000 square k i lometers .  

Botan is ts  c o l l e c t e d  453 species of f lower ing p lants ,  o r  24% o f  the number o f  species i n  the e n t i r e  region. O f  these, 150 
species were confined t o  the  ra in fo res t  patches. There i s  noth tng novel or b iza r re  about the f l o r l s t i c s  as these species 
a re  n o n a l l y  found i n  t r o p i c a l  Aus t ra l i a .  Only one endemic shrub species Hibiscus peralbus (~a l vaceae )  1s known from the 
Kimberley ra in fo res t .  Nineteen new reseves t h a t  inc lude a cross sec t jon  o f  r a i n f o r e s t  patches have been proposed. Although 
many o f  these are  i n  t h e  inaccess ib le  north-west corner o f  t he  proposed Carboyd Nat .  Park near Lake Argyle. and Damplerland, 
t o  the  n o r t h  o f  Broome, some would be e a s i l y  accessible t o  the  run of the d l 1  t r ave l l e r ,  A fen o f  the  proposed reserves 
are  associated w i t h  Abor ig ina l  Reserves. 

The 21 chapters i n c l u d e  l and fonm and soi l s ,  f l o r i s t i c s ,  earthworms, land sna i ls ,  invertebrates such as scorpions & spiders 
e t c ,  r e p t i l e s  & amphlblans, avifauna, mammls. and Wunambal words f o r  Kimberley p lants  and animals v i a  the auspices o f  
Geoffrey Mangglamarra. The t e x t  i s  no t  too j a rgon i s t i c ,  e a s l l y  understood by the enthusiast .  Wi ldf lower enthusiasts would 
apprec ia te  chapter  6 on F l o r i s t t c s  and Phytogeography, w i t h  the Ecological  Survey chapter 1 as an a i d  t o  i n t e r p r e t a t i n g  
l o c a l i t i e s .  If members cou ld  procure r e p r i n t s  o f  these two chapters they would gain a worhwhile add i t i on  t o  t h e i r  bo tan ica l  
l i t e r a t u r e .  However as t h e  complete pub l i ca t i on  r e t a i l s  a t  more than $90 I t  i s  we l l  outs ide the p r i c e  range f o r  most o f  us, 
a l though i t  may be a valuable a d d i t i o n  f o r  branch l i b r a r i e s .  Ne i l  Coy. 

(From the Wi ld f lower  Soc ie ty  o f  Wester Aus t ra l i a  Journal Feb. 1992) 
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