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" Never i n  h i s t o r y  w i l l  so much depend on what you do o r  do n o t  do, f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  f o r  others,  f o r  you r  ch i ld ren,  fo r  
you r~ randch i l d ren .  and f o r  l i f e  i n  i t s  va r i@d '  fornrs. " U.'N. Secre tary- tenera l ,  addressing the Ear th  Sumnit a t  B r a z i l .  

GROUP LEADER'S ANNUAL REPORT 1991 - -  1992 

Four Newslet ters were prepared and forwarded to each member. I n  NSW two meetings were held a t  members gardens, an excursion to  
a su rv i v i ng  Cent ra l  coast Rainforest and a n  i1 day "Ramble" betwen  Sydney and Llsmnre. Brisbane membership was again very active 
wi th  m e t i n q ~ / o u t i n g s  he ld  on a l t e r n a t e  mo ths ,  with  one - a weekend i n  Nthn. NSW - i n  assoc ia t ion  w i t h  SGAP Fat North Coast 
Group, Again our  thanks t o  Ron Twaddle for  arganising these a c t i v i t i e s ,  also t o  Esther Taylor. who as wel l  as c o l l a t i n g  members' 
l i s t s  o f  species i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  o r  otherwise accessible, agreed to  be Seed Rank curator which has been keeping her q u i t e  b u s y .  
We gained 34 new members dur ing  the year,  onetesigned and 9 were deleted as their suhs. were we1 1  in ar rea rs  and I suppose tha t  
they were not eve r l y  i n te res ted  I n  our act~vities,or maybe In t h e  w a y  t h o  Group i s  run.  There are now 152 nrmbers (even more 
s ince 30 th  dune), most being a c t i v e  i n  one or more aspects o f  o u r  broad ~ n t e r e s t s .  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

INCOME $ EXPENDITURE 
S u b s c r i ~ t i o n s  888 P r i n t i n q  & s ta t i oe ry  516 
0ona t ions  121 postage- 30 1  Bank Balance 30/6/92 Sta te  Bank o f  NSW Eastwood Branch was $689. 
Bank In te res t  20 Sundry 3 2 

mv m 
Balance B/F 1991 SS09. Balance C / F  1992 5689 

NEW MEMBERS 

As i s  our custon~, we warmly welcome the fo l l ow ing  people t o  ou r  Group and t r u s t  t h a t  many mutual bene f i t s  w i l l  be gained. 

Mrs. Rhonda Flelzer 35 lucas S t .  North Rockhafq,t,pn Peter  Smith 60 Nathan Tce. Yeerongpi l ly  4105 
Jeremy 8 Sue Traha i r  56 Forestway,French's Forest  2086 

PAYING SUGSCRIPTIONS WITH STAMPS 

I f  you dont have an experdve w s t i n g  cheque account ( I d o n ' t  ) ,  and f i n d  t h a t  bank cheques are p r o h i b i t i v e ;  don ' t  l i k e  sending 
notes i n  the post ( 1 t h i nk  t h a t  i t  i s  p r e t t y  safe w i t h  small amounts though ) - pay your subs. i n  postage stamps as I use plen- 
t y  ! .  Please s t i c k  t o  ord inary  l e t t e r  r a te  denominations though ( c u r r e n t l y  45c )  o r  lower values. , 

I SHOULD YEIITIDli TlllS AGAIN 

R lot of  nlembers who have joined the Group I n  the part  couple of  years would be unaware of my c o m n t  i n  N / L No. 8 of !pr i l  
1490 - " I makp no apology t h a t  during my l r ade rsh ip  bf the Group, much ~ m p h a s i s  w i l t  be placed on cnvlrbnmental issues . 
'Trolrble i s .  environmental dec is ions  arc very nruch deterniined n o t  by eco laq i ca l  0s sc ien t i f i c  knowledge, but by economic and iher- 
efnre  shor t - te rm political percept ions and objectives; 50 you get same o f  those subjects,  too!  Uhile I c e r t a i n l y  do concentrate 
on Rain fores t  plants ,  ecology e t c .  { a s  I must), there i s  a need t o  sonretimes touch on these important.  but  detr imental  inf luences. 
Alsn,  i t  i s  necessary t o  have a broad covera?e as our ntember~hip has a w ~ d e  v a r i e t y  o f  i n te res t s .  After a l l .  there i s  an equival-  
ent o f  I6 A 3  pages Per M / I ,  probably no one $ 5  I n te res ted  i n  every itenr i n c l u d e d .  the  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  those not in te res ted 
i n  a particular matter w i l l  pass over i t ,  but s t i l l  f ind  much o f  i n t e r e s t  to  en,)oy. And not  t a k e  umbrage or dudgeon w i t h  i t  ! 

Anyone w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t  op in ion,  divergent/convergent v-iews t o  express i s  more than welcome t o  send t h e i r  comnents f o r  pub l ica t -  
ion,  and maybe i n i t i a t e  a cont inu ing,  widespread d iscuss ion.  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h i s  i s  a  MEMBERS newsle t te r ,  and I r e a l l y  do appreciate 
every c o n t r i b u t i o n  and coment  sent.  There have been very Inany app rec ia t i ve  ) e t t c r s  from the wn~bersh ip ;  bu t  1 suspect tha t  there 
has been a  c e r t a i n  amount of head-shaking from one o r  two people,  who are probably now no t  w i t h  us. 

NEXT MEETINGS IN BRISBANE 

12  TH SEPTEMBER - SHERWOOD ARBORETUM tended by Western Suburbs SGAP w i t h  a  we1 1  es tab l ished r a i n f o r e s t  p lanta t ion .  Meet 
there a t  10 am - b r i n g  lunch as i s  usual on these out ings  

2 NO NOVEMBER De ta i l s  not  y e t  f i n a l i s e d  b  u t  phone Ron Twaddle 07 379 8105 c loser  t o  the t i n e .  

NEXT N S W MEETING I S  SATURDAY 26 TH SEPTEMBER 

A t  "The Basjn" pfcnic area Walagan Mountain State Sorest,  Meet there a t  j0.30am. Map reference NSW f o r e s t r y  CommisS<on '&w- 
castle S l a k  F o r e s t ' .  The venue i s  approx. SOkm t4MN o f  Gasford and travelling t ime from nor thern  Sydney would he around 1% - 2 
hours. DIRECTJONS - take the Peats Ridge e x i t  fran~ the  N e w ~ a s t l e  Freeway. Pass through Central  Mangrove b Kulnura. fit the ' le t ter  
A ' ,  turn n o r t h  onto the d i r t  road in to  the f o r e s t ,  Fol low Walkers Ridqe,Forest Rd f o r  Skm approx, and then tu rn  l e f t  onto the 
narfn Torest  Rd.for Ikm and you are there! FEATULlES - The 8km ' lyrebird track takes about 3 hrs, fo l lows Wollombi Brmk for a 
gmd wh i l e  winding through Gu l l y  Rainforest  w i  tll Coachwood, Cal fcoma  and an abundance o f  orchids. I iopefu l ly  we w i l l  See Bulbo- 
plryl lum k Pendrobium spec{ O S ~  i n  f lower.  BRING - 'Rid' i n  cast? t t ~ e r e  are leaches, lunch, drinks. f o l d i n g  chair  and children f f 
you l i k e .  

This i s  the f i r s t  ou t ing  organised by Jeremy Trahai r ,  so go along and make sure i t  i s  a  b i g  success. f o r  more information c a l l  
(32) 451 5086 A.H. 



FINAL REMINDER - COMBINED NSW L QLD WEEKEND 10 TH & 1 1  TH OCTOBER 

A t  'Booyong' RMB 155 D Comboyne Rd Byabarra.  DIRECTIONS - ( f rom Wauchope) T r a v e l  west s l o n g  the Oxley hwy f o r  11+km, turn l e f t  a t  
s ignpos ts  'Comboyne, Byabarra 8 Boorgana' f o r  6.8km t o  a  ye1 low l e t t e r b 0 ~  on the LHS on a bend - t a k e  c a r e  turning i n t o  our d r i v e -  
way which i s  oppos l  t e .  (From Comboyne) i t  i s  about  15 km t o  t h e  village o f  B y a b a r r a  T d o n ' t m i n k )  and 4km t o  o u r  t u r n - o f f  o n  
the LHS o p p o s i t e  a yellow letterbox. FEATURES - b t r d s .  r a l n f o r e s t ,  s w i m i n g  i n  t h e  dam, l eeches ,  t i cks ,  d e l i g h t f u l  eveninqs,  
barbeque f a c i  1  l t ies and qrent company. Brtng b l n o c u l a r s .  p l a n t s  t o  swap, food ,d r ink ,  beverages etc. ( n o  store  i n  Byabarra) , 
energy,  good i d e a s ,  and oh! d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  i f  you have roam ( i t  never r a i n s  here - maybe y o u ' d  1 i k e  to  b r i n g  some o f  t h a t ,  t o o ) .  
P l e n t y  o f  good dam wate r  for  Showers ( p o r t a b l e )  and wash ing  though. Our phone no.  i s  (065) R7 I 2 6 8  -  plea^ c o n f i m  y o u  are corn- 
Ing - before 8am each day o r  on Sundays are t h e  cheapest rates.If you'd  l i k e  a map, w r i t e  ASAP b u t  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  the NRFlA H o l i d a y  
Map ' P o r t  Macquar ie 'wh fch  i s  r e a t  ly v e r y  we l l  detai led.  From Sydney i t  f a  a  p l e a s a n t  t r i p  the  'back way'  through S t m u d ,  Glove- 
ester and Comboyne a l t h o u g h  there i s  a 23km unsea led  w i l rd ing  stretch f rom Winham t o  Comboyne. Those w i t h  a b i t  o f  t ime  c o u l d  s t o p  
o f f  a t  Wingham Brush and see the results o f  Oush Regenera t ion  using massfve amokrnts o f  h e r b i c i d e ,  and c o m p a e  the  r e s u l t s  t h e r e  
w t  t h  the nearby ( t o  here) Roor-gana Na tu re  Reserve i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  s t a t e .  Remember, a c o u p l e  of days on one o r  e i t h e r  s i d e  can be 
u s e f u l l y  spen t  he re  by those  w i t h  t ime  on t h e i r  hands. 

BRlSBANES JULY OUTING TO WARD'S SCRUB 

E s t h e r  T a y l o r  and Jan Sked b o t h  gave b r i e f  d e t a i l s  on the  day which a l l  e n j o y e d .  Jack M I t c h e l l  t o o k  the Group through remnant 
r a i n f o r e s t  a l o n g  a  d r y  creek f e a t u r i n g  huge B a r k l y a  s y r i n g i f o l i a  and C r y p t o c a r i a  l a e v i g a t a  - t h e y  were r e a l  g iants.  Jack men t ion -  
ed i n  p a s s i n g  t h a t  when p r e p a r i n g  a  s i t e  c o n t a i n i n g  W a t t l e s  f o r  p l a n t j n g  out. leawe the stumps i n  t h e  g round  as i t  f s  only a f t e r  
t h e  t r e e s  d i e  t h a t  t h e  r o o t s  r e l e a s e  p l a n t  foods i n  t h e i r  r o o t s .  If the who le  tree i s  remeved, the b e n ' e f i t s  o f  s t o r e d  n i t r o g e n .  
e t c .  a re  l o s t .  Jan comp i led  a  spec ies  l i s t  o f  the  Scrub from t h i s ,  and p r e v i o u s  v i s i t s .  If anyone w o u l d  l i k e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  veg- 
e t a t i o n ,  I f e e l  t h a t  c o n t a c t i n g  Jan f o r  t h i s  would be i n  o r d e r .  ( I hope ) .  

ADDITIONS TO OUR LIBRARY 

Thank you once more Jan Sked. Jan sen t  t h e  l i s t  o f  s  e c i e s  a t  Ward 's  Scrub t o g e t h e r  w i t h  d e t a i l s  on Grace c o l l e g e  L i t t o r a l  Ra in -  f o r e s t  and the  Conference Papers o f  l a s t  y e a r s  O ld ,  Eegion S t a t e  g e t - t o g e t h e r .  

ANY INTEREST I N  A  SEEDLING EXCHANGE BEING ORGANISED ? 

It occured t o  me t h a t  something a long  these  l i n e s  wou ld  be ano ther  v e r y  w o r t h w h i l e  a c t i v i t y  b e n e f i t i n g  members. I t  would have t o  
be o rgan ised  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t o  E s t h e r ' s  se t -up  though, s e e d l i n g s  w o n ' t  keep  t o o w e l l  o u t  o f  t h e  ground,  and I have i n  m ind  
a  d i r e c t  d e a l i n g  system - a  s t r a i g h t  o u t  swap between members o r  e l s e  a  l i s t i n g  o f  a v a i l a b l e  p l a n t s  f rom i n d i v i d u a l s ,  recompense 
t o  be c o v e r i n g  o f  d i r e c t  c o s t s  such as pos tage ,  p a c k i n g  m a t e r i a l s  e t c .  p l u s  a  f u r t h e r  s m a l l  f e e  t o  c o v e r  i n c i d e n t a l  cos ts  o f  
g row ing  and t i m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s .  I f  you  wou ld  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  someth ing a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  wou ld  y o u  c o n t a c t  me w i t h  any 
ideas  you may have, and i f  you  would l i k e  t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  a  p o s s i b l e  r e g i s t e r  t h a t  c o u l d  be s e t  up ? 

I f e e l  t h a t  maybe s tandard  s i z e d  batches wou ld  be t h e  b a s i s ,  say 5  p l a n t s  o f  a  s p e c i e s ,  wh ich  wou ld  a l l o w  f o r  l i k e l y  l osses  o f  
seed l ings  due t o  t ime  i n  t h e  p o s t  and t h e  traumas o f  de layed  t r a n s p l a n t i n g .  Whatever  system we d e c i d e  on though, o f f e r s  and o r  
reques ts  would have t o  be s e n t  t o  me j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  be l i s t e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  N e w s l e t t e r s .  These d e a d l i n e s  would be by the  end 
o f  N O V . ,  Feb., May, 8 Aug. t o  meet my s e i f - i m p o s e d  d e a d i i n e  i n  g e t t i n g  o u t  each  i s s u e .  i o v e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  you .  

RARE OR THREATENED AUSTRALIAN PLANTS 

Perhaps a  f o l l o w  up from t h i s  i t e m  i n  N ' l e t t e r  No. 15 would be i n  o r d e r .  You w i l l  r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  John B r i g g s  o f  the CSlRO's 
D i v i s i o n  o f  P l a n t  I n d u s t r y  was quo ted  i n  t h e  Book o f  t h e  Month s e c t i o n  as w o n d e r i n g  whether  o u r  Group may be ab le  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
d e t a i l s  o f  spec ies  t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  vu lne rab le , to  h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  Does anybody o u t  t h e r e  have any i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  they con- 
s i d e r  may be u s e f u l  ? Remember t h a t  t h e  book 'Rare o r  Threatened A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  1988 Rev ised  e d i t i o n ' i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  
charge and t h a t  t h e  book i s  t h e  b a s i s  t o  wh ich  f u r t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  ( o r  even e x t i n c t i o n s ) w o u l d  be added. 

DID THE RIO EARTH SUMMIT ACHIEVE ANYTHING ? 

We must a l l  t r u s t  ve ry  s t r .ongly  t h a t  i t  d i d .  I t  was c e r t a i n l y  o r g a n i s e d  on t h e  g r a n d  s c a l e  though;  t h e r e  were 35,000 delegates 
f rom 175 c o u n t r i e s ,  A u s t r a l i a  had 4 9  members a t  t h e  mee t ing ,  Japan had t h e  m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i t h  800 wh ich  I suppose i s  o n l y  
f a i r  s i n c e  they a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  u s i n g  so much o f  t h e  p l a n e t s  resources ,and  denud ing  t h e  t r o p i c a l  r a i n f o r e s t s .  whale s tocks ,  
o u r  E u c a l y p t  f o r e s t s  and wha tever  e l s e  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  away o r  s e l l  cheap ly .  

The p r e v i o u s  Summit was h e l d  i n  Stockholm 20 y e a r s  ago - s i n c e  then  t h e r e  have b i e n  365,000 s p e c i e s  e x t i n c t i o n s  and by a l l  rep -  
o r t s  t h i s  was n o t  t o o  bad a  r e s u l t  and wou ld  have been much more e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  measures p u t  i n  p l a c e  then .  The mind bogg les !  
That  i s  t t e l o s s  o f  50 p l a n t s  o r  an imals each day . Much concern was expressed  b y  many o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  R io ,  b u t  i t  was ob- 
v ious  t h a t  the  m a j o r  consuming c o u n t r i e s  d i d  n o t  have t h e i r  h e a r t  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  measures t h a t  wou ld  a c h i e v e  a  r e d u c t i o n  o f  
such problems as Greenhouse, Ozone d e p l e t i o n ,  F o r e s t  l o s s e s ,  S p e c i s e x t i n c t i o n  and o t h e r  concerns ,  w h i l e  even the  deve lop ing  
c o u n t r i e s  were wary about t a k i n g  such a c t i o n s  as wou ld  j e o p a r d i s e  any " g r o w t h "  and "development"  p l a n s  t h a t  they c o n s i d e r  t o  be 
o f  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e i r  people,  and q u i t e  j u s t i f i a b l y  p u t  them a t  economic d i s a d v a n t a g e s  compared t o  those  t h a t  western c o u n t r i e s  
r e f u s e  t o  niodi f y .  

SEEDS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 

From E s t h e r  T a y l o r  (74 F r a n c i s  S t  Raymonds H i  11 l p s w i c h  4305) - - -  A b u t i  I o n  a u r i  tum, A l e c t r y o n  tomentosus,  A l p i n i a  caeru lea ,  
B r a c h y c h i t o n  a c e r i f o l i u s .  C a l l i t r i s  b a i l e y i i ,  C issus  a n t a r c t i c a ,  Cochlospermum g i l l i v r a e i ,  C o r d y l i n e  congesta,  C. p e t i o l a r i s ,  
C. s t r i c t a  , C r o t o n  v e r r e a u x i  i , Davidson p r u r i e n s ,  E h r e t i a  acuminata,  E l  l a t o s t a c h y s  ne rvosa ,  E r y t h r i n a  v e s p e r t i l  l o ,  Eustrephus 
l a t i f o l i u s ,  F i c u s  co rona ta ,  F .  racemosa, F. v i r e n s ,  F l i n d e r s i a  a u s t r a l i s ,  G e i t n o p l e s i u m  cymosum, Gynura d rymophy l lus ,  lsotoma 
a x i l l a r i s ,  Lep tospenum f l a v e s c e n s ,  L .  1  i v e r s i d g i i  . Lomat ia  s i l a i f o l i a ,  M a l l o t u s  p h i l i p p e n s i s ,  Me la leuca  qu inqu ine rva ,  M e l i a  
azerdarach  va r  a u s t r a l a s i c a ,  Pandorea j a s m i n o i d e s ,  P, sp .  v a r .  f l o r i b u n d a ,  P e t a l a s t i g m a  pubescens, P i  t t o s p o r u m  phy l  l i r a e o i d e s ,  
P. rhomb i fo l  ium, P o l y s c i a s  e legans ,  P. m u r r a y i  , Stenocarpus s i n u a t u s ,  S y z i g i u m  ingens: S. oleosum, S. pan icu la tum,  S .  smi t h i  i 
S .  w i l s o n i i ,  Toona a u s t r a l i s .  The usua l  SAE w i t h  y o u r  r e q u e s t  p lease .  * Denotes t h i s  f r u i t  (once  Acrnena b rachyandra?)  i s  b i g  
and heavy, so p l e a s e  a l l o w  f o r  t h i s  i n  t h e  stamps s e n t .  

E s t h e r  ment ioned t h a t  she has been r a t h e r  busy w i t h  o u r  seeds d e p t .  w i t h  many r e q u e s t s  b e i n g  s e n t  o u t ,  a l s o  w i t h  a  good few 
peop le  sending s t o c k  f o r  t h e  "bank" .  It i s  good t h a t  so much i n t e r e s t  i s  now b e i n g  shown, as i t  i s  i n d e e d  a  most i m p o r t a n t  
aspec t  o f  any Study Group. E s t h e r  asks t h a t  each seed donor  be thanked f o r  t h e s e  good ies  as i t  does w iden  t h e  species a v a i l a b l e  
She a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e  above seed i s  o f  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s ,  b u t  no m a t t e r ,  some o f  us m i g h t  l i k e  t o  t r y  these.  

WOULDN'T HAVE THOUGHT OF ANYTHING LIKE THIS 

The above was a  corment made b y  one o f  t h e  N o r t h  Q l d .  e x - t i m b e r  workers o n  a r e c e n t  ABC " Q u e s t i o n  o f  S u r v i v a l "  segment. She 
scene was t a k e n  on the A t h e r t o n  Tableland where a l a r g e  ares o f  degraded land was b e i n g  somewhat restored by p l a n t i n g  It out 
w i t h  R a t n f o r e s t  specles. A number o f  people a r e  employed on t h i s  p r o j e c t ;  a p a r t  of the compensa t ion  package t h a t  was  agreed 
t o  when the sensible declsjon t o  include the so-canled " w ~ t  t r o p j c s "  jn a World Her j tage Area was f o rced  on the t hen  govern- 
ment o f  Old.  Replanting o f  previously logged s i t e s  i s  bejnq carried out i n  an a t t e n ~ t t o  secure t b e l r  v i a b i l l  ty, whfle cleared 
and now degraded l a n d  $ 5  b e i n g  rcaffoested. The team I n v o l v e d  i n  the f i l m r n g  of that f tem in'A.Q.O.5: seemed t o  be e n j o y i n g  
t h c t r  new-found occupation, and as the man sald - "we'd never have t h o u g h t  of  d o j n g  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  when we worked i n  a 
t i m b e r  m i l l  o r  were l o g g i n g  i n  t h e  f o r e s t " .  T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  a  wonder fu l  a t t i t u d e ,  and c o n t r a s t s  so  w i d e l y  w i t h  t h e  oppos~tion 
and d i s s e n s i o n  whip!& u~ bv  <llch npnnlp t h a t  drparIf111 Cpnff M ~ ~ n r o .  such a n e e d l e s s  and h l a t a n t  o n l i t i c a l  a r t i n n  



NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

A n o t e  from Joyce Ward ment ions t h a t  the  R a i n f o r e s t  on M t .  G l o r i o u s  i s  as' l u x u r i e n t  now as i t  was b e f o r e  t h e  d rough t ,  w i t h  a  r e c -  
e n t  abundance o f  seeds. Now, seed l ings  a r e  encroaching i n t o  h e r  garden s i t e s  f e a t u r i n g  over  100 g r a f t e d  G r e v i l l c a s  p l u s  o t h e r  
shrubs,  a l t h o u g h  f r i n g e  spec ies  such as Ervatamia angus t i sepa la ,  P a v e t t a  a u s t r a l i e n s i s ,  Clerodendron f l o r i b u n d r u n (  j u s t  so touchy)  
Tasmannia, e t c .  a r e  encouraged t o  minale among the  c u l t i v a t e d  p l a n t s .  

F a i r l y  new members, Jeremy and Sue T r e h a i r  spent  a  few days i n  A l l y n  R i v e r  S t a t e  F o r e s t  below t h e  B a r r i n g t o n  Tops i n  NSW check ing  
o u t  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t s  of  t h e  a rea .  A  h i g h l i g h t  was an 8  hour  walk a l o n g  t h e  o l d  G i l l w i n g a  t r a c k ,  c l o s e d  by F o r e s t r y  i n  1985, b u t  
a  v e r y  reward ing  e f f o r t ,  pass ing  through S u b t r o p i c a l .  ldarm and COO] temperate R  F  l o c a t e d  between Mt .  A l l y n  (1000m) and the  R i v e r .  

Yet  a n o t h e r  o f  o u r  members has gone i n t o  t h e  p l a n t  bus iness .  Jan W i l t o n  o f  Aust imer and a  son have bought  an e s t a b l i s h e d  nursery  
a t  A l b i o n  Park R a i l ,  sou th  o f  Wollongong, where they  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  wide s e l e c t i o l ~  O f  R  F p l a n t s  as soon as they  s e t t l e  i n .  He 
adds t h a t  l o c a l l y ,  t h e  p a s t  growing season was one o f  t h e  b e s t  e v e r  and h i s  garden l o o k s  g r e a t .  Regardin; t h e  N e w s l e t t e r ,  Jan 
p a t i c u l a ' r i y  e n j o y s  t h e  i tems "Walk ing Track" ,  "Book", and " P l a n t "  o f  The Month and does a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d i v e r s e  range of s u b j e c t s  
covered.  ( Thank y o u  Jan, y o u r  cheque i s  i n  t h e  m a i l .  Ed. ) 

P e t e r  Hendry o f  Sheldon Q .  penned a  s h o r t  n o t e  say ing  t h a t  he had a  wonderfu l  day a t  N i c h o l s o n ' s  Nursery  & Teran ia  Creek i n  May, 
and t h a t  i t  was a  p l e a s u r e  t o  meet so many NSW SGAP and /o r  RFSG members. I t  was g r e a t  t o  meet more Queenslanders and t o  c a t c h  up 
w i t h  o t h e r s  t h a t  some o f  us had p r e v i o u s l y  met t o o  P e t e r .  

"There's not much Rainforest around herc"says Dave Bray who i s  c u r r e n t l y  t e a c h i n g  a t  War ia lda  H i g h  School i n  t h e  m i d  N o r t h  o f  
NSW. However he has located Red Ash, PittOsporum. A l e c l r y o n  and Pandorea growing i n  r o c k y  c reek  beds where t h e y  have been s h e l t -  
ered from f i r e ,  and n o t i c e d  t h a t  Si lky  Oak5 i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  grow w e l l ,  d e s p i t e  l o c a l l y  heavy f r o s t s  and d r y ,  h o t  sumners. Dave i s  
b u s t i n g  t o  el: back to Elanas so that he can colnplete thr: w a l k i n g  t r a i l  th rough  R a i n f o r e s t  on h i s  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  t h e y  marked ou t  
last  Xmas. a 1 can h a r d l y  w a i t  e i the r  - m i  h t  qet a good c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  a  " w a l k i n g  Track o f  t h e  Month" because Dave r e a l l y  
does have some n i c e  R a i n f o r e s t  there. Ed. 7 
Our newest r e r r u i  t p e  t e r  Smi th  o f  Y e e r o n g p i l l y  Q has s e n t  soml: background of  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  R a i n f o r e s t .  A l though  now l i v i n g  i n  
Orisbane as Ae works there,  he was brought up i n  the Eumundi area o f  t h e  Sunshine Coast, where t h e  f a m i l y  s t i l l  have a  farm. I t  
s t i l l  r e t a i n s  some remnat patches o f  R a i n f o r e s t  and I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  expanding some o f  these as w e l l  as e s t a b l  ' s t i ng  a  few o t h e r  
s i t e s  on places such as r a i lway  side verges. " n u i c k l y  realisin? t h a t  one c o u l d  go b roke  b u y i n g  p l a n t s .  I ' v e  begun t o  grow them 
m srlf. I dm a reaT novjce and need a l l  the h e l p  and a d v i c e  r n a t  y o u r  l l e w s l e t t e r s  seem t o  o f f e r .  F o r t f l a t e l y  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  
pyenly o f  trees i n  the  area  ta p r o v i d e  seeds. 1  j u s t  l o v e  LC net them t o  grow!"  

R e g r e t a b l y ,  I n e z  Armi tage  has decided t o  r e s i g n  from t h e  Group as she i s  s t i l l  hav ing  problems f rom a  r e c e n t  i l l n e s s  and wants t o  
w i n d  back some o f  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Al though Inez  has t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  about ,  she sounded h e r  usua l  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s e l f  when I phoned 
h e r  r e c e n t l y  and which q u i t e  p leased me. Inez  wishes o u r  Group w e l l ,  and I am s u r e  t h a t  we a l l  rec ip - i ca te .  

"Greenhouse" seems t o  be r a t h e r  k i n d  t o  Sweden. Thomas Car lsson  r e p o r t s  t h a t  i t  was r e a l l y  h o t  t h e r e  i n  MaylJune, 30c degrees f o r  
5 weeks ! So i t  i s  r e a l l y  no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  one o f  h i s  specimens o f  Trema aspera was f l o w e r i n g  as he wro te ,  and t h a t  h i s  R F  gard-  
en  has grown r e a l l y  w e l l .  He has had some good r e s u l t s  f rom seed t h a t  b o t h  Es ther  and T have sen t  h im.  blonder whether  he has an 
advantage f r o m  t h e  (unknowing)  use o f  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  ? (Sep i a t e r  i tern, E d . )  

Jan Sked says that she $ 5  now f u l  ly recovered f r o m  her o p e r a t i o n .  a1 though I t  took qulte some t ime  t o  recuperate. However Jan i s  
back a t  work a g a i n  and f s  i n v g l v ~ d  with an i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o j e c t  - d s w a l l  b o t a n i c  gardens a t  the G o l d  Coast. "We a r e  proposing 
t h a t  many o f  t h e  p l a n t  c o r n u n i t i e s  ~f the Gold Coast and H i n t e r l a n d  be recreated. Amongst the v a r i o u s  p l a n t  c o m ~ u n l  t i e s  to be 
f e a t u r e d ,  1 have taken four p a r t i c u l a r  Rainforest remnants dnd hape t h a t  they w i l l  be able  t o  be reproduced.  They are Bahr 's  
Scrub  n e a r  Been le igh ,  N i c h o l l  ' s  Scrub i n  the  Currumbin V a l l ~ y ,  The l i t t o r a l  r a i n f o r e s t  a t  B u r l e i g h  Heads aod a s t r a n d  comnunity 
such as used t o  o c c u r  a t  S u r f e r s  Paradise.  A l l  these aibeas conta in  a  number of r a r e  and endangered species. Me a r e  a l s o  i n t e n d i n g  
t.0 t a k e  various spec ies  f rom t h e s e  natural areas and show how they can be used i n  ornamental h o r t i c u l t u r e .  T h i s  project w i l l  t a k e  
many yearr t o  develop, but I hope they are able ta  keep to  r9e o r i g i n a l  concept  t h a t  we have des igned  fo r  them.' 

O l i v e r  C a r t e r  who r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  the  Group w r i t e s  t h a t  he en joys  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  ve ry  much and hopes t h a t  we can m a i n t a i n  the  
s t a n d a r d  ( so keep y o u r  c o n r i b u t i o n s  coming, f o l k s .  Ed. ) b u t  f e e l s  t h a t  we s h o u l d  c o n s t a n t l y  s t r e s s  t h a t  because R F t r e e s  are 
so v a l u a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y ,  they  should be grown wherever c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  s u i t a b l e ,  w h i l e  Euca lyp ts  and o t h e r  spec ies  be p l a n t e d  
i n  areas u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  r a i n f o r e s t .  (yes O l i v e r ,  ve ry  soon t h e r e  must  be a  massive e f f o r t  t o  conimence r e p l a c i n g  those  v a s t  areas 
o f  R a i n f o r e s t  d e s t r o y e d  by l o g g i n g  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Ed.) 

Someone asked a b o u t  Gary Sankowski and Zodiac Nursery .  He s o l d  h i s  n u r s e r y  t o  Yuruga and now works f o r  them. ( From Mar ia ) 

1 o v e r l o o k e d  a  l e t t e r  f rom Sam b B e t t y  Jack i n  the  p rev ious  !1/L t e l l i n g  us t h a t  h i s  new p l a c e  a t  B o w r a v i l l e  .(NSW Nth  c o a s t )  i s  
6 ac res  e x - c a t t l e  p r o p e r t y  and t h a t  they  i n t e n d  t o  change t h i s  i n  due course .  By e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r ,  they  had p u t  i n  over  150 p l a n t s  
w i t h  more t o  go. 

Ano ther  I s h o u l d  have ment ioned e a r l i e r  i s  t h a t  N e i l  & Jane M a r r i o t t  have s t a r t e d  t o  p l a n t  on t h e i r  new b l o c k  nearTheGrampians,  
V i c t o r i a .  They chose a  l a r g e  s h e l t e r e d  g u l l y  about 300 n; l ong ,  w i t h  a  permanent s p r i n g  a t  t h e  t o p  as t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  
garden.  As i t  i s  h i g h  up on a  h i l l s i d e  i t  i s  comp le te ly  f r o s t  f ree ,  and s o i l  i s  a  r i c h ,  c h o c o l a t e  decomposed g r a n i t e .  Even dur-  
i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  sumner, t h e  s u b s o i l  i s  m o i s t ,  so they  are hop ing  f o r  g r e a t  success. Be good, h a v i n g  r a i n f o r e s t  aga in  i n  V i c t -  
o r i a  a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  thousands o f  years ! 

One o f  o u r  s t a l w a r t s ,  B i l l  Tubbenhauer was h o s p i t a l i s e d  i n  B r i s b a n e  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t ime  a f t e r  f a i r l y  h e f t y  t h r o a t  su rgery .  
Compl i ca t ions  s e t  i n  soon a f t e r  the o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i n g s  now seem t o  have s e t t l e d  dohn. B i l l  i s  now hav ing .  a lmost  d a i l y ,  r a d i o -  
the rapy  wh ich  w i l l  r e q u i r e  he and A l i s o n  t o  remain i n  B r i s .  f o r  a  l e n g t h y  t ime.  They managed t o  g e t  down t o  Meerschaum Vale f o r  
a  l o n g  weekend i n  August, c a t c h i n g  up w i t h  the  l o c a l  SGAP Group and check ing  up on t h e i r  own r a i n f o r e s t  garden. 

We a l l ,  o f  course  send o u r  ve ry  bes t  wishes t o  everyone who i s  on t h e  s i c k  l i s t ,  and t r u s t  t h a t  r e c o v e r i e s  w i l l  be speedy as w e l l  
az.pet-mdnent. 

Even more news from Mar ia Pesavento ! There i s  a  p roposa l  f o r  a  T r o p i c a l  B o t a n i c  Gardens a t  Mareeba, NQ. which I shou ld  p r o b a b l y  
go i n t o  more d e t a i l  i n  a  l a t e r  N ' L e t t e r ,  B u t  b r i e f l y ,  Mar ia says t h a t  Geof f .  Tracey i s  s t i l l  l o b b y i n g  t h e  Federal  Govt. f o r  fund-  
i n g .  The i d e a  i s  e x c i t i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s u i t a b l e  s i t e  a t  Mreeba, and some c o m n i t t e d  and knowledgable workers  a r e  j u s t  i t c h i n g  t o  
s t a r t  work.  P r e s e n t l y  t h e  s i t e  i s  used as t h e  governments Wet T r o p i c s  nursery ,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  i s  a  b e g i n n i n g .  

BIG BUSINESS I S  GOING GREEN ? 

I a lmos t  f e l l  o f f  my c h a i r  when ABC news r e p o r t e d  t h a t  members o f  t h e  Business Counc i l  o f  Aus t .  r e a l i s e d  t h e  importance o f  the  env- 
i ronment  and wou ld  ensure t h a t  f u t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  wou ld  be i n f l u e n c e d  by Green concerns.  My s u r p r i s e  was f u r t h e r  i n c -  
reased  when t h e  n;rme o f  a  person  who g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  the g r o u p s ' d e c i s i o n  was mentioned; t h e  w e a l t h y  and i n f l u e n t i a l  Hugh Morgan 
an outspoken head o f  a  s t r i n g  of l a r g e  m i n i n g  canpanies who, so o f t e n  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  has been most c r i t i c a l  o f  many measures t h a t  
were proposed t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  envi ronment .  H i s  o u t l o o k  and a t t i t u d e s  ha.ve p r e v i o u s l y  been e x t r e m e l y  " d r y "  w i t h  s t r o n g  "new r i g h t "  
and economic r a t i o n a l  i s t  connec t ions .  

D u r i n g  a  f o l l o w  up r a d i o  i n t e r v i e w  the n e x t  morning, Counci 1 ' s  spokesman a lmos t  i m n e d i a t e l y  c r i  t i c i s e d  o u r  p r e s e n t  Federal  Govern- 
ment f o r  i t s  p a s t  d e c i s i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  Corona t ion  H i l l  and t h a t  a rea  o f  Kakadu N a t i o n a l  Park t h a t  would p r o b a b l y  been a f f e c t e d  by 
i t s  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  and f o r  t h e  G o v e r n n ~ n t s  r e f u s a l  t o  approve APM's h i g h l y  p o l l u t i n g  Wesley Va le  paper m i l l  because o f  t h e  poor  t e c -  
hno logy  t h a t  was t o  be used. 

T n d ~ l + t r v  s h o u l d  c e r t a i n l v  a e t  o u r  f u l l  suppor t  when i t  does p rove ,  by a c t i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  words, t h a t  i t  i s  indeed genuine i n  i t s  



POLLINATION OF PAW PAWS / TROPICAL RAINFOREST / AND HANK MOTHS - A  SYMBIOTIC RELATIOtiSIIIP ? 

We have r e c e i v e d  some ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  on t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  from 
Anne G a r r e t t  o f  Rockhampton. Loca l  member N e i l  Hoy s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  she w r i t e  t o  us because o f  t h e  l o n g  and deep invo lvement  o f  
many o f  o u r  Group i n  T r o p i c a l  R a i n f o r e s t  and i t s  e c o l o g y .  Anne adv ises  - 
" 1  am c u r r e n t l y  s t u d y i n a  the  p o l l i n a t i o n  o f  papaws ( C a r i c a  papaya)  he re  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Rockhampton. Comnon b e l i e f  i s  
t h a t  w ind  b r i n g s  about t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o l l e n  from ma le  t o  female f l o w e r s .  Bes ides  t e s t s  f o r  windborne p o l l e n  and apomix is  
( f r u i t s e t  w i t h o u t  f e r t i l i s a t i o n )  I was a b l e  t o  observe  and c a t c h  5 d i f f e r e n t  hawkmoth spec ies  ( S p h i n g g i d s )  and am conv inced  o f  
t h e i r  p o l l i n a t i o n  invo lvement ,  i f  n o t  even b e i n g  s o l e  p o l  1  i n a t o r s .  These spec ies  w h i c h  a l l  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  s u b f a m i l y  Macroglossurn 
a r e  Macroglossum h i  rundo Macroglossum micaceum H i p p o t i o n  v e l o x  Nephele subrana T h e r e t r a  o l d e n l a n d i a e  fi rmata.  

A l l  have been observed f l y i n g  a t  dusk, c o l l e c t i n g  n e c t a r  f rom male papaw f l o w e r s  and p a y i n g  o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t s  t o  female f l owers  
( n e c t a r l e s s ) .  1  c o u l d  observe these moths from F e b r u a r y  ( f i r s t  s i g h t i n g )  u n t i l  e a r l y  June. a l t h o u g h  hawkmoths would be around 
we1 1  b e f o r e  f e b r u a r y .  

These spec ies  a r e  wet season and tempera tu re  connec ted .  Egg1 ay i no ( s i n g u l a r ) ,  l a r v a l  development (and maybe even m a t i n g  o f  
these hawkmoths) takes p l a c e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  on n a t i v e  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  some i m p o r t e d  p l a n t  s p e c i e s .  Be ing  t r o p i c a l  moth spec ies  
( a l l  spec ies  known t o  occur  i n  N o r t h  E a s t e r n  Q l d )  h o s t  p l a n t s  most  l i k e l y  w i l l  be t r o p i c a l  r a i n f o r e s t  s p e c i e s .  

1  would be most i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know i f  anyone i n  y o u r  Group wou ld  have any i n f o r n ~ a t i o n  about  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. papaw patches o r  i n d i v i d u a l  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t r o p i c a l  r a i n f o r e s t s  
2, if hawkmoth la rvae / -eggs  have been observed  on h o s t  p l a n t s  men t ioned  
3. o r  on o t h e r  h o s t  p l a n t s  
4 .  i f  h o s t  p l a n t s  a r e  i n  f l o w e r ,  w h i l e  moth r e p r o d u c t i o n  takes  p l a c e  
5,  i f  h o s t  p l a n t s  have w h i t e / l i  h t  y e l l o w  f l o w e r s -  a r e  scented-  a r e  d ioec ious /monoec ious  e t c .  I f  d i o e c i o u s ,  

does f l o w e r  d imorph is  o c c u r  l e g  o  f l o w e r  maybe b i g g e r  t h a n  o  f l o w e r ? ) .  a r e  they  n e c t a r  s e c r e t i n g  ( i f  d i o e c i o u s :  b o t h  
o r  i n d i v i d u a l  sex o n l y ) ,  f l owershape  ( i f  f u n n e l  shape how l o n g  approx .  c o r o l l a  tube  and how many p e t a l s ) .  

Hawkmoths l a y  t h e i r  eggs s i n g l y  on t h e  u n d e r s i d e  o f  h o s t  p l a n t  l eaves  and l a r v a l  s t a g e s  a lways show a  d o r s a l u h o r n ' o n  l a s t  ab- 
dominal segment ( v e r y  d i s t i n c t ) .  

I f  i t  s h o u l d  t u r n  o u t  t h a t  hawkmoths, e i t h e r  g e n e r a l l y  o r  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  spec ies ,  a r e  s o l e  p o l l i n a t o r s  o f  papaws, i t  
shou ld  ve ry  w e l l  have an i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  r a i n f o r e s t  amongst t h e  f a r m i n g  conm!unity and t h e i r  va lues towards i t  

MOTH SPECIES HOST PLAllTS ( known, p r o b a b l e  o r  - - -  any i d e a s  ? ? ?  ) 
Macroglossurn h i r u n d o  t4orinda j a s m i n o i d e s ,  Can th iun i  odoratuni,  Coelospern~um r e t i c u l a t u m .  Pave t ta  a u s t r a l i e n s i s ,  P s y c o t r i a  

l o n i c e r o i d e s ,  Coprosma r e p e n s .  ALL I N  FAMILY RUBIACEAE. 
Macrogl ossum niicaceum Not  known. No r e c o r d s  a v a i l a b l e  - would members be aware o f  h o s t  spec ies  ? 
H i p p o t i o n  ve!ox !pomea b a t s t a s  (Sweet P o t a t o  - F i j i )  P i s o n i a  a c u l e a t a ,  P. u r n b e l l i f e r a ,  A!ocasia i n d i c a  ( F i j i ! ,  and 

most l i k e l y  spp. i n  t h e  familiesRUB1ACEAEA. APOCYNACEAE, VITACEAE, OKAGRCEAE. DILLEIIIACEAE, 
BIGNONIACEAE, BALSAMINACEAE.LECTYTH1DACEAE. R POLYGONACEAE. 

Nephele subrana C a r i s s a  ova ta  i s  t h e  o n l y  h o s t  known t o  me. 
There t ra  01 den land iae  Coelospermu~n r e t i c u l a t u r n ,  R i c h a r d i a  b r a s i l i e n s i s ,  R. scabra,  Pentas l a n c e o l a t a ,  A l o c a s i a  m a c r o r h i z o s ,  

f i r m a t a  Arun~  L i l y ,  C a y r a t i a  c l e m a t i d e a .  C issus  ob longa ,  C. opaca, Pmpeloc issus ace tosa .  A, g a r d e n e r i ,  
V i t i s  r i n i f e r a  (Ornamenta l  Grape) ,  Ludw ip ia  h y s s o p i f o l i a ,  E p i l o b i u m  spp.,Fudua sp. ,  C l a r k i a  s p . ,  
Ludw ig ia  o c t o r a l i s ,  P l a n c h o n i a  ca reya ,  H i b b e r t i a  scandens, C l y s t o s t o c a  c a l l i s t e ? r o i d e s ,  Balsam/lm- 
p a t i e n s  b a l s a n ~ i n a .  B. 01 i v e r i  , B. wal  l e r a n a ,  (and p r o b a b l y )  loomea b a t a t a s  

FOR A  RAINFOREST ENTHUSIBST : Are t h e r e ,  on f i r s t  s i g h t  o f  t h i s  h o s t p l a n t  l i s t .  o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n s  i n  h o s t p l a n t  c h o i c e  ? ( e . ~ .  
f l o w e r  c o l o u r ,  s c e n t ,  d i o c e y , m a i n l y  shrubs o r  h e r b s ,  f l o w e r t i m i n g  seascnal ,  f l o o w e r s  open ing  d a i l y .  
n e c t a r ,  f l o w e r  shape, l e a f  shape, any o t h e r  conmon a t t r i b u t e s  ? )  
And a r e  these p l a n t s  colllmon i n  R a i n f o r e s t  ? 

Any i n f o r m a t i o n  towards t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  most  wel ion ie.  ANNE GARRETT DEPT O F  BIOLOGY UNlYiPSIT' i  OF CENTRAL OLD. 
ROCKIiAMPTON I) 4702 " 

Members a b l e  t o  h e l p  t h i s  l a d y  i n  h e r  research  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  h e r  d i r e c t ,  b u t  o l e a s e  send d e t a i l s  t o  me so  t h a t  I nay  p u b l i s h  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  l a t e r  N e w s l e t t e r s .  Ed. 

TREATMENT OF SEED BEFORE SOWING - -  TRY " STRATIFICATiON " 

!lands up those  peop le  who know what s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  means. I do (now) because 1  have j u s t  read  abou t  i t  i n  a  book a l l  about  grow- 
i n g  n u t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Among much o f  t h e  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  was the  cornlent t h a t  seed f rom most temp- 
e r a t e  f r u i t s ,  i n c l u d i n q  n u t s ,  u s u a l l y  does n o t  r e a d i l y  q e r m i n a t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  removal f r o m  a  p a r e n t  p l a n t  b u t  r e q u i r e s  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Th is  occurs  i n  n a t u r e  by t h e  f r u i t  f a l l i n g  i n t o  a  l i t t e r  l a y e r ,  o f t e n  f a l l e n  leaves  f rom t h e  p a r e n t  p l a n t  f o r  
inmaty cases f r u i t  i s  h e l d  on a  sh rub  o r  t r e e  u n t i l  i t  goes i n t o  dormancy when t h e  f r u i t  drops o f ? .  and i s  soon covered by leaves  
f rom i t s  dec iduous h a b i t .  

I t  was suggested t h a t  ve ry  good r e s u l t s  can be a c h i e v e d  f r o m  e i t h e r  c o m ~ ~ l e r c i a l  o r  amateur p r o p a g a t i o n  a t t e m p t s  by p l a c i n g  c o l l -  
e c t e d  seed i n  t h e  ' f r i d g e  ( NOT t h e  f r e e z e r  s e c t i o n  ) f o r  6 - 8 weeks. P lace  t h e  seed i n  a  p l a s t i c  bag w i t h  some m o i s t  sawdust ,  
s e a l ,  and check r e g u l a r l y  t o  ensure  t h a t  seed i s  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  - and n e i t h e r  t o o  we t  o r  i t  w i l l  most l i k e l y  r o t ,  n o r  t o o  
d r y  wh ich  w i l l  p r e v e n t  g e r m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  sowing.  Do n o t  f r ~ .  

Sounds p r e t t y  l o g i c a l  t o  nle. Has anyone had any e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h i s  method, and how was t h e  success ? My one and o n l y  a t tempt  
u s i n g  t h i s  i d e a  was somewhat i n a d v e r d e n t ; i  c o l l e c t e d  some seed o f  Geissos ben thami ,  p u t  i t  a s i d e ,  came ac ross  i t  about  6 months 
l a t e r ,  p l a c e d  i t  i n  a  p l a s t i c  bag i n  t h e  f r e e z e r  o v e r  w i n t e r  and sowed a  q u a n t i t y  i n  e a r l y  s p r i n g .  9 e s u l t s  were g r e a t  - a lmos t  
1007 g e r m i n a t i o n  b u t  I soon b lew i t  by  a l l o w i n g  t h e  s e e d l i n q s  t o  d r y  o u t .  However one has managed t o  s u r v i v e  t o  t h i s  day. 

The t h e o r y  sounds good t o  me. Perhaps some o f  y o u  o u t  t h e r e  may c a r e  t o  t r y  o u t  t h i s  i d e a  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  peak g row ing  seas- 
on and send y o u r  r e s u l t s  t o  me so t h a t  we can recomnend o r  o t h e r w i s e  pass on any comments t o  o u r  r~embers. 

ROOT KNOT NEMATODES OR EEL !dORMS CAN BE A  BIG PROBLEM 

tlas anyone e l s e  had any exper iences  w i t h  these  ? A r t i c l e s  on Nematodes o f t e n  appear  i n  " A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s "  ,"NSW P l a n t s " ,  and 
"The Organic  Growing" j o u r n a l s  and v a r i o u s  ways t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  a r e  suggested,  i deas  such as p a r t i c u a l a r  f e r t i l i z e r  
formulas,  g row ing  M a r i g o l d s  and/ o r  S t i n k i n g  Roger ,  c r o p  r o t a t i o n ,  e t c .  l,Je s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h i s  scourge a t  Eastwood i n  the  v e g i e  
garden, and i t  c e r t a i n l y  reduced t h e  range o f  s p e c i e s  we c o u l d  grow, and o f t e n  reduced t h e  y i e l d  o f  o u r  produce.  Ae made s u r e  
t h a t  we would n o t  b r i n g  them up t o  Byabarra so s c r u b b e d  a l l  t h e  garden t o o l s ,  d i d n ' t  t r a n s p l a n t  a n y t h i n g  f o r  he re  and s t e r i l i z e d  
whatever  we t h o u g h t  c o u l d  h o l d  s o i l  and thus  t r a d i e r  any  do rmant  nematodes o r  t h e i r  eggs ( t h a t  a r e  a b l e  t o  remain i n  the  s o i l  
f o r  up t o  t e n  B u t  t o  no a v a i l ;  t h e y  were h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e !  L o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  a  CSIRO b o o k l e t  "What i s  wrong w i t h  my 
s o i l " ,  I came ac ross  a n o t h e r  recomnendat ion - t h e  use o f  a  p l a n t  as a  " t r a p  c r o p "  - C r o t a b r i a  s p e c t a b l i s .  The p rob lem h e r e  i s  
t h a t  none o f  t h e  comnerc ia l  seed s u p p l i e r s  s t o c k  t h i s  s p e c i e s  and t h e  l o c a l  r u r a l  s t o r e s  a1.e unab le  t o  h e l p .  Would any o f  you  
members be g row ing  t h i s  C r o t a l a r i a  o r  know o f  a  s o u r c e  o f  seed ? I ' d  be e v e r l a s t i g l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  be a b l e  t o  buy o r  o t h e t w i s e  
o b t a i n  some t o  t r y  o u t  and i f  i t  does work t o  e v e n t u a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  grow S i l v e r  Bee t ,  Tomatoes and Cucumbers and o b t a i n  r e a s -  
onable crops f rom them. 



TALKING ABOUT GROWING VEGETABLES - - - - - - - - 
' fis you w i l l  g a t h e r  fmm t h e  p r e v l o u s  n l e n t i o n  of  Nematodes, we grow a  f a i r  few veg ies  and hope t o  e v e n t u a l l y  be a l m s t  s e l f -  

s u f f j c f e n t  h e r e  a t  "~aoyong" and from time LO t j m e  have d s u r p l u s  wh ich  we would s e l l  l o c a l l y  a t  weekend markets  and maybe 
a r o a d s i d e  s t a l l .  We've always t r j e d  t o  a v o i d  u s i n g  the mica)^ and  have used v e r y  1  i t t l e  o f  these  o v e r  the  y e a r s ,  and a lways use 
an ima l  manures so ve a r e  a lntost  IDD?aoqan ic .  TO marclr t h i s  we tend  t o  grow m o s t l y  f rom seed o f  t h e  o l d  v a r i e t i e s  such as B u r -  
wood P r i z e  T o ~ ~ a t o e s ,  IA ignonat te L e t t u c e .  Brown Beauty Roans e t ~ .  and subsc ibe  t o  'The Seed Savers Network '  o f  P  0  Box 975 
Byron  Bay 2481 who,as t he  name implies, have c r e a t e d  a ne twork  o f  growers who one way o r  a n o t h e r  a c q u i r e  o l d  v a r i e t i e s  o f  seeds,  
m a i n l y  vege tab les  but a l s o  o t h e r  p l a n t s .  T h e w  p e o ~ l e  grow front r e e d  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e  ( o r  wh ich  may have been sen t  b y  t h e  Network 
and l e a v e  some p lan ts  u n t l l  m a t u r i t y .  h a r v e s t  t h e  seeds w h i c h  Are t hen  passed on t o  o t h e r s  and an i n c r e a s e d  q u a n t i t y  r e t u r n e d  
to t h e  Network f o r  d i s t r b u t i o n  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  peop fe ,  any s u r p l u s  i s  then  s e n t  overseas t o  t h i r d  w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  t o  h e l p  them 
improve t h e t r  Tot. (Seed Savers have p r o b a b l y  a round  v d r i e t i e S / s p e c i e s  on t h e i r  access ion  book, none o f  them h y b r i d s  and 
many that )lave been handed down o v e r  the g e n e r a t i o n s  and ren la in ing  i n  the  one f a m i l y  u n t i l  a q u i r e d  by the  SSN and more w i d e l y  
distrfbuted),The Network issues 2 useful j o u r n a l s  each year t o  members 

The idea  o f  u s i n g  the  o l d  v a r i e t i e s  o f  seed i s  t h a t  they  a r e  v e r y  much more ha rdy  and v i g o r o u s ,  more r e l i a b l e  and d o n ' t  need t h e  
chemicals  t h a t  modern day h y b r i d s  and o t h e r  overdeve loped  forms r e a l l y  do r e q u i r e .  You a l l  must have heard  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
tendency o f  t h e  chemical  g i a n t s  t o  a c q u i r e  seed coclpanies so t h a t  c a p t i v e  marl.ets can be gained,where t h e  mubal development o f  
p l a n t s ,  f e r t i  1  i z e r s ,  p e s t i c i d e s  and h e r b i c i d e s  c r e a t e s  dependency and g r e a t e r  p r o f i t s ,  y e t  l e s s  f lavoursome food.  Anyone f o r  
Bowen Tomatoes ? 

Anyway, t h i s  mass ive  preamble mere ly  l e a d s  up t o  an o f f e r .  1s anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r y i n g  some o f  the  seed t h a t  1 have a v a i l a b l e ?  
E i t h e r  on a  "swap" b a s i s  wh ich  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e , o r  o t h e r w i s e  j u s t  send a  SAE t o  c o v e r  the pos tage  and y o u r  r e q u e s t  and l e t ' s  g e t  
some more v a r i e t i e s  i n t o  w i d e r  c i r c u l a t i o n .  A v a i l a b l e  a r e  a  number o f  tomatoes, c l i m b i n g  beans, l e t t u c e ,  pumpkin, cucumber and 
sundry  o t h e r  s a l a d  and c o o k i n  v e g e t a b l e s .  Be a  good idea  t o  l i s t  some a l t e r n a t i v e s  though as some s t o c k  i s  r a t h e r  l i m i t e d .  We 
need a good s t r o n g ,  s t u r d y  and h e a l t h y  membership t o  be a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  a l l  t h e  t r i a l s  & t r i b u l a t i o n s  o f  R a i n f o r e s t i n g  ! 

A PROBLEM SOLVED - - -  SCALE AND SOOT ON EUGENIA WILSON11 

B e t t y  Rymer o f  NbI Sydney wondered if anyone c o u l d  h e l p  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a i l m e n t  on o t h e r w i s e  h e a l t h y  and w e l l - f l o w e r i n g  
p l a n t s . .  Nornl McCarthy o f  Toowoomba w r i t e s .  l i s t i n g  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  methods t h a t  work q u i t e  w e l l .  

1. D u r i n g  t h e  c o o l e r  s o n t h s  use Lime s u l p h u r .  A v a i l a b l e  a t  n u r s e r i e s  A supermarkets  i n  5OOml c o n t a i n e r s .  M ix  301111s p e r  l i t r e  
o f  w a t e r  and drench f o l i a g e  (above and be low l e a v e s  and b ranches)  u s i n g  a  reasonab ly  f i n e  sp ray .  Repeat i n  3 weeks i f  r e q u i r e d .  
As t h i s  p r o d u c t  can b u r n  t h e  leaves  i n  warmer wea ther  , o n l y  w i n t e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  a d v i s a b l e  un less  y o u r  l o c a l  c l i m a t e  i s  r e a s -  
onab ly  c o o l .  As t h i s  m a t e r i a l  can b u r n  t h e  eyes and exposed s k i n .  use i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  b u t  w i t h  conmon sense i t  i s  q u i t e  s a f e  and 
e f f e c t i v e .  

2 .  1 X  Whi te  O i l  and 1% M a l a t h i o n  i n  w a t e r  can be used i n  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n  and i s  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  M a l a t h i o n  i n  t h i s  d i l u t l o n  
i s  v e r y  sa fe ,bu t  use c a r e f u l l y  anyway. 

3 .  O r d i n a r y  household b l e a c h  i s  y e t  a n o t h e r  way t o  t r e a t  b l a c k  smut, wh ich  i s  t h e  secondary process o f  w h i t e  s c a l e .  Ants feed- 
i n g  on t h e  w h i t e  s c a l e  e a t  t h e  honey dew,and so d i s f i g u r e  t h e  l e a v e s  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  " b l a c k  smut" .  1  use "Sno-White" b l e a c h .  
I t ' s  a  good brand,  1 f i n d !  B leach  d e t i o r a t e s  as i t  ages and so  becomes weaker. However a  101  s o l u t i o n  sp rayed  on f o l i a g e  c l e a n s  
up b l a c k  smut. The sprayed f o l i a g e  must  be hosed down a f t e r  h a l f  an hour  as i t  can burn  I f  l e f t  on l o n g e r .  P r o t e c t i v e  c l o t h i ~ o  
s h o u l d  be worn and goggles used as s o l u t i o n  can b u r n  s k i n  and eyes as w e l l .  Comon sense a g a i n  p r e v a i l s .  

Any o f  these t h r e e  methods do t h e i r  job q u i t e  w e l l ,  b u t  w i t h  any one you choose, always sp ray  on w i n d l e s s  days. I remember my 
Dad used Mum's washinq w a t e r  on the  f r u i t  t r e e s  and roses  t o  keep the13 c l e a n  and I cuess i t  s t i l l  works .  
P.S. I hope t h i s  h e l p s  l o t s  o f  peop le  w i t h  t h e i r  p l a n t s  ! 
Ed. Tharll you f o r  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  Norn~, i t  s h o u l d  he o f  a 5 s i s t a n c ~  t o  many n i ~ m b ~ r s  and 1  t o o  s h a l l  n o t e  i t  c a r e f u l l y .  

AN0 ANOTHER ONE RAISED - - -  WEBBING OF LCAVES 

Jan Wflton asks if we could h e l p  w i t h  t h i s  problem that $ 5  p r e s e r t l y a f f e c t i n q  h i s  r a i n f o r e s t  garden a t  Aust inmer,  a c t u a l l y  :or 
the past year .  I t  seems t h a t  a very s m a l l  Insect  has been webbing masses o f  l eaves  t o g e t h e r  i n  t i g h t  bunches, which makes t h e  
p l a n t s  l o o k  terrfble as l o t s  of dead leeves q e t  bound up as w e l l .  Rny suaqes t ions  on t h i s  one 7 

Ed. My o n l y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  thi! s o r t  o f  t h i n o  was t h a t  a number of Tasmanian B lue  Gum ( o r  maybe Southern B lue  Gums as they  a r e  
very s t m i l a r )  Euc. o l o b v l u s  ( ? )  sapltngs had bunches o f  l c n v ~ s  b ~ u n d  up i n  a  t y p e  o f  web wh ich  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be the day1 i g h t  
s h e l t e r  o f  stna)l colonies of caterpilldrs, t h a t  1 assumed t n  be a spec ies  o f  "Baa Moths" .  They c e r t a i n l y  made a  mess o f  t h e  
f o l i a g e  and e v e n t u a l l y  we r i d  the Reserve b l  them by hand removal The l a r v a e  were f rom niemory r i d  geen w i t h  o range j red  mat- r incq 
and about  15 - 20 rm long, t n  l a t e  w i n t e r / s c r r i n g t t n l e ,  

DID ANYBOOY SEE I T  GO PAST ? 

" I t  " was a dust storm o f  3 r n S l l i o n  tonnes  e s t i m a t e d  by an e r o s i o n  s c i e n t i s t ,  o f  v a l u a b l e  t o p s o i l  m o s t l y  f rom Nth  -west  rlSI1, 
but a l s o  from 5th-west Q l d .  that "blew away" o n  13 th  August .  Repor ts  on t h a t  day s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s o i l  reached as h i g h  as 7000 m 
i n t o  the atmosphere and was ollserved from Iqooree t o  as  f a r  a s  ? o w n s v i l l e .  One can o n l y  hope t h a t  sollle o f  o u r  now a r i d  l ands  t h a t  
were n o t  a1 l t h a t  long ago covered  i n  R a i n f o r e s t  may have e n r i c h e d  o u r  p r e s e n t  T r o p i c a l  Rainforest o r  even the  n o r t h e r n  p a s t o r a :  
regtans instead of flaking the oceans s h a l l o w e r ,  Thfnk o f  a l l  t hose  01 1  t a n k e r s  r u n n i n g  agrouna, l e a k i n g  t h e i r  cargoes,pol  l u t i q c  
e v e r y t b f n a  and d e s t r o y i n q  p l a n t  and ani,r:aI l i f e  ! 

'POM OUR TERMEIL , NSW SOUTH COAST CORRESPONDENT 

Ac tua l l y  I t  i s  f rom Our member down t h e r e ,  Steven T o r n q u i s t .  It i s  a dellghtfbl area  n e a r  t h e  a lmos t  untouched Ourras Lakes so 
I 'd  heve ta  absun~e t h a t  there Is a  very s t r o n g  R n t f - p r o g r e s s  dssociat ion t he re .  Anyway Steve hss ~ r i t t e n f i u c h  t h a t  w i l l  bc o f  
i n t e r e s t  t o  you a11 5 0  1 pass I t  on. F t r s t l y  S teven  has s e n t  some local P o l y s c i a s  seed t o  E s t h e r .  but a l s o  has a v a t l a b l e  Flcus 
v i r e n s .  F .  racemosa and a l i m i t e d  amount o f  Cfichlospermum g i l l  i v r a r i  b B r a c h y c h i  ton a u s t r a l  i s  t h a t  a f r i e n d  r ~ c e n t l y  c o l l e c t e d  
In Nth. OTd. Anyone w i s h i n g  to  try any  o f  thcse s h o u l d  w r i t e  wi th  SRE t o  c/- Post O f f i c e  T e m f l  2539. He had good r e s u l t s  I n  
germinating the F i g s  and I r a c h y c h l  t o n  but a bottom heat  p r o p a g a t o r  r e c e n t l y  aquired wou ld  have helped. F i g  seed was p l a c e d  o n  
top of peat-nross i n  small p o t s  w i t h  a I l c t l e  Osnmcote m i x e d  j n ;  took ? - 3 weeks f o r  the  f i r s t  s e ~ d l i n g s  t o  appear and they a r c  
s t i l l  coming . Also had a l o t  o f  success w i t h  K laeocarpus  Spp. r e t i c u l a t i s ,  k i r t o n i i  and g r a n d i s  u s i v g  a  mix w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  pea? 
-moss and pu t t ing  t h e  pots insfde supermarke t  t y p e  p l a s t i c  hags w i t h  t h e  t o p s  t i e d  and k e p t  i n  a  warm p l a c e .  I t  may t a k e  anywhere 
f r a m  3 t o  12 months t o  germinate,  w i t h  50lw s t r a g q l ~ r 5  2 y e a r s  ! I remve t h e  bag o n l y  when t h e  young p l a n t s  need room t o  qrow 
upwards. A f t e r  i n i t i a l  w a t e r l n g  when s e t t i n g  up, l i t t l e  a l t e n t f o n  i s  needed; o n l y  an o c c a s i o n a l  I n s p e c t i o n  f o r  dryness and w a t e r -  
i n g .  How have many spare € ,  g rand is ,  a l t h o u g h  the others a r e  l o c a l s  and wen t  t o  a  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  near  M i l t o n  

Steve asks "have you e v e r  seen d r y i n g  B a l o g h i a  i n o p h y l l a  (used  t o  be B. l u c i d a )  f r u i t  exp lode  t o  s c a t t e r  the  seeds i n  a l l  d l r e c -  
t i o n s  ? .  I t  makes an i m p r e s s i v e  " c r a c k "  - l i k e  a  f i r e c r a c k e r .  J u s t  l e a v e  f r u i t  i n  t h e  sun f o r  an h o u r  o r  soU. (Ed .  Many o t h e r  
Euphobiaceae a l s o  exp lode  - v e r y  f r u s t r a t i n g  i f  y o u ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  t o  p u t  them i n t o  a  l i d d e d  c o n t a i n e r )  

He hopes t o  make i t  h e r e  f o r  o u r  Oc tober  g e t - t o c e t h e r  weekend and says he has many spare p l a n t s  t o  g i v e  away and t r a d e  as w e l l .  
We'd b e t t e r  make i t  a  B r i n g  / Buy /Swap / S e l l  weekend. 

ANYONE USED WALLABY MANURE AT ALL ? 

Someone ment ioned  t h e  o t h e r  day t h a t  a l t h o u g h  i t  can be d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o l l e c t ,  i t  i s  a  v e r y  good garden f e r t i l i z e r  and i s  p a r -  
t i c u l a r l y  good f o r  Hops. 



HOW GREEN ARE OUR POLLIES ? 

(Much o f  t h i s  segment has been e x t r a c t e d  f rom t h e  " A u s t r a l i a n  F i n a n c i a l  Review" o f  17 /8 / 92  wh ich  had a  s m a l l  ENVlRONMENT 
SURVEY I n  i t s  pages)  
A u s t r a l i a n  p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  a l l  m a j o r  p a r t i e s  c o n s t a n t l y  r e f e r  t o  t h e i r  green c r e d e n t i a l s  (remember t h e  ads. f o r  Labor p r i o r  t o  
t h e  1990 Federa l  e l e c t i o n s ? )  The L i b e r a l s  e x t o l l e d  t h e i r  v i r t u e s  i n  a  p u b l i s h e d  "Envi ronment  P o l i c y "  b r o c h u r e ;  they  found i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  a d v e r t i s e  b l a t a n t l y  as they  had d ropped  t h e i r  shadow Envi ronment  M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  v e r y  a b l e  and g e n u i n e l y  env i ronment -  
a l l y  a u r e s e n a t o r  C h r i s  P u p l i c k  t o  an unw lnnab le  s p o t  on t h e  NSW Senate t i c k e t .  B o t h  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  have embraced the  " a l l  t h i n g s  
t o  a l l  people"  E c o l o g i c a l l y  S u s t a i n a b l e  Development  b o t h  i n  t h e  Federa l  and S t a t e  spheres and s i g n a l  t h a t  ESD i s  b e i n g  taken  
s e r i o u s l y  i n  many s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  economy. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  sonie members o f  t h e  comnuni ty  see e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s m  as t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f o e  
t h e  n e x t  t a r g e t  now t h a t  c o m u n i s n i  has faded  as a  t h r e a t .  Most  s e n s i b l e  commentators, however, r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  env i ronmenta l  i sm 
i s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  E a r t h ' s  c o n d i t i o n ,  n o t  a  s u b v e r s i v e  p l o t .  

Our p r e s e n t  Federa l  Government w e l l  ough t  t o  be seen t o  be Green and t o  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y  - a  r e c e n t  ANOP p o l l  conducted f o r  them 
showed t h a t  65% o f  those  p o l l e d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g l o b a l  env i ronment  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e .  I n  a  10  y e a r  t i m e  frame 4% o f  
respondents b e l i e v e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  env i ronment  t o  be t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e ,  f o l l o w e d  by unemployment (40%)  and f i n a n c i a l l y  
secure r e t i r e m e n t  ( 2 6 2 ) .  

The C o a l i t i o n ,  p r e s e n t l y  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  does n o t  appear  t o  be v e r y  Green a t  a l l ,  Chaney a  sma l l  L l i b e r a l  has j u s t  r e s i g n e d  as 
Shadow Envi ronment  M i n i s t e r ;  t h i s  has gone t o  one o f  t h e i r  l o n g - t i m e  economic d r i e s , J i m  C a r l t o n .  D e s p i t e  t h e  F igh tback !  
P o l i c y ' s  acknowledgement o f  some e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s ,  l i k e  " s t e p s  A u s t r a l i a  can t a k e  t o  a m e l i o r a t e  t h e  wor ldw ide  impact  o f  
t h e  Greenhouse e f f e c t "  , " r e d u c t i o n  o f  20% o f  Greenhouse gases by t h e  y e a r  2000", " g r e a t  scope f o r  s a v i n g  i n  energy consumpt ion" ,  
t h e  L ib. /NP i n c l u d e d  a  16 page a n a l y s i s  on why p e t r o l e u m  e x ~ i s e  s h o u l d  be a b o l i s h e d  ( r e d u c i n g  i t s  c o s t  by 19c p e r  l i t r e  t o  
p l e b s .  l i k e  you  and I, and 25c t o  bus iness  u s e r s  and r e d u c i n g  Goverment revenue by  around EIGHT BILLION DOLLARS). So, o f  course ,  
see ing  i t  i s  so  much cheaper  we w i l l  use more o f  I t ,  w o n ' t  we ? 

Most  c o u n t r i e s  have f u e l  e x c i s e  t a x e s  o r  t h e i r  e q u i v a l e n t  even h i g h e r  than  o u r  averages. Greenhouse gases i n c l u d e  C 0  . n i t r o u s  
o x i d e s  and o t h e r  components o f  v e h i c l e  exhaus t  gases.  The r a t e  o f  g rowth  o f  these  emiss ions can be s lowed  by ,  among ogher  t h i n g s .  
more e f f i c i e n t  use o f  f u e l ,  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t  needs t h r o u g h  b e t t e r  p l a n n i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  d i v e r t i n g  t r a v e l l e r s  t o  more f u e l -  
e f f i c i e n t  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t .  o r  INCREASING t h e  c o s t  o f  f u e l  and thus  encourage f r u a a l  use. However. n o t  o n l v  i s  i t  ~ r o o o s e d  t o  
d roo  t h e  o r i c e  o f  f o s s i l  f u e l  and so i n c r e a s e  t h e  use o f  c a r s ,  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  f a r e s  w i l l  INCREASE by 15% wh ich  i s  the s e r v i c e  
t a x  con~ponent. T h i s  15% t a x  w i l l  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  any goods b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  by r a i l  o f  course,  thus  making r a i l w a y s  even l e s s  
c o m p e t i t i v e  than  c u r r e n t l y  and i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  nuniber o f  t r u c k s  on the  road,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  n e t t  i n c r e a s e  i n  f u e l  emiss ions.  

There i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  we can be su re  o f  though ;  n e i t h e r  n i a j o r  P a r t y  i s  anywhere as Green now as i t  w i l l  be i n m e d i a t e l y  an 
e l e c t i o n  da te  i s  announced. 

WHILE WE ARE DISCUSSING A  152 TAX ON GOODS AND SERVICES - -  BEAR THIS I N  MIND 

?hi: Neus!et ter  i s  5 ser tv ice,  t h i n k  i t  i s  a l s o  good b u t  f o r t ~ u n a t e l y  n o t  good?: o t h e r w i s e  you  m i g h t  have t o  pay an i n c r e a s e  o f  
30%. Bu t  see ing  i t  i a  a  s e r v i c e  you  a r e  a l l  g o i n g  t o  have t o  pay  a  goods & s e r v i c e s  t a x  o f  15% on y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s ,  you know 
d o n ' t  you ? So t h a t ' s  75c on t h e  annual  subs.  p r e s e n t l y ,  so  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  go up by 81 t o  $6 p.a.  I f  t h a t  i s  t h e  case the  g o v t .  
w i l l  g e t  90c o f  t h a t  and f o r  t h e  e x t r a  d o l l a r  y o u  pay y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  an e x t r a  10 cen ts  i n  v a l u e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I w i l l  become 
a  ( v e r y )  u n e i l l i n g  t a x  c o l l e c t o r  f o r  a  F e d e r a l  Government. And b e a r  . i n  mind e v e r y t h i n g  you p u r c h a s e , i n c l u d i n g  food and c l o t h i n g  
and whatever  o t h e r  n e c c e s s i t i e s  y o u  choose t o  buy  w i l l  c o s t  a l l  o f  us a  minimum o f  15% more; t h e r e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be a  mark-up 
f o r  an inc reased  p r o f i t  m a r g i n  and a  b i t  more o n  t o p  t o  c o v e r  t h e  added c o s t s  t o  t r a d e r s  f o r  k e e p i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  records  
and c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  taxes  and p a s s i n g  them on t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

50 go t o  i t  a l l  y o u  members o f  t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  and any o f  y o u  who can g rab  a  p o l l i e ' s  e a r  and t e l l  them - " I t ' s  n o t  on, p a l  ! "  
If yodbe g o t  p l e n t y  o f  money o r  a r e  j u s t  t o o  embarassed t o  v o i c e  y o u r  c o m p l a i n t ,  j u s t  d o n V t  blame me. b u t  I r e a l l y  hope t h a t  
any economies t h a t  you  may have t o  make d o e s n ' t  i n c l u d e  h a v i n g  t o  c u t  o u t  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h i s  Study Group. 

ADVANCE NOTICE -- WEEKEND CAMPOUT BARRINGTON TOPS (ALLYN RIVER STATE FOREST) MARCH 1993 

Jeremy ' f r a h a i r  i s  o r g a n i s l n g  thl's f o r  d Group outing, t e ~ i a t i v e l y  1 3 t h  & 1 4 t h  March p l u s  a day o r  so e i t h e r  s i d e .  L o c a t i o n  i s  
on the Ranges around  31, h o u r s  north  o f  Sydney and  the camp will be a t  a  F o r e s t r y  Commission Res t  Area "Wh i te  Rock", r i g h t  a t  
the Rtver  among sow spectacular t r e e s  - S t i n g e r s , F i g s ,  Tamar ind,  Cedar and R i v e r  Oaks Festooned i n  O r c h i d s  & Fe rns .  P i t  t o i l e t s  
a r e  there, also some f i r e p l a c e s  and p i c n f c  t a b l e s  and wott iefu l  f resh ,  c l e a r ,  u n p o l l u t e d  r i v e r  w a t e r .  Jeremy goes on f u r t h e r  t o  
clxtol t h e  v i r t u e s  of  t h i s  place ,  which  1 w i l l  go i n t o  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l  i n  o u r  n e x t  N e w s l e t t e r .  I n  the meantime, i f  you do need 
more d e l a i l s ,  phone Jeremy or Sue on ( 02 ) 4 5 1  5Onb a f t e r  hours. 

WHAT DO ARISTOLOCHIA TAGALA. BUTTCRFLICS AND GRAFTING-IiAVr IF1 COMMON ? 

Very much, w r i t e s  M a r i a  Pesavento f rom A t h e r t o n  N .Q.  M a r i a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  g r a f t i n g  these  R a i n f o r e s t  v i n e s  f o r  a  l o c a l  b u t t e r f l y  
farm, as A .  t a g a l a ,  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  f o o d p l a n t  o f  t h e  huge,  b e a u t i f u l ,  green C a i r n s  B i r d w i n g  B u t t e r f l y  i s  v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  r o o t  
r o t .  One can e a s i l y  d rench  p l a n t s  w i t h  f u n g i c i d e  and p o s s i b l y  p o i s o n  themselves,  t h e  s o i l  and t h e  l a r v a e  as w e l l .  Or, g r a f t  A. 
t a g a l a  o n t o  t h e  r e s i s t a n t  A, e legans  ( a  Sou th  Amer ican s p e c i e s  ) .  The g r a f t i n g  i s  dead easy.  
1: S e l e c t  r o o t - s t o c k  w i t h  a  s tem d i a m e t e r  o f  3 -5 nm, use g reen  v i n e  n o t  brown wood. Choose s c i o n  ( t o p  ) m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e  
same t h i c k n e s s .  
2: Us ing  a  sharp ,  c l e a n  r a z o r  k n i f e ,  c u t  o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  r o o t - s t o c k  10 -20cm above ground.  Leave 2  - 4 b i g  leaves on b u t  
remove growing t i p s .  Make a  v e r t i c a l  s l i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c u t  - perhaps 1  cm deep 
3: Ma tch ing  d i a m e t e r s ,  c u t  a  2 -.4 cm t i p  o f  t h e  s c i o n  ( t o p  m a t e r i a l  ) .  Cut  a  deep V on b o t t o m  
4 :  I n s e r t  t h e  V i n t o  t h e  r m t - s t o c k ' s  v e r t i c a l  s l i c e .  Match a t  l e a s t  one, p r e f e r a b l y  2 cambium l a y e r s .  Wrap g r a f t  w i t h  
plumbers T e f l o n  t a p e ,  c o v e r  t a p e  w i t h  g r a f t i n g  m a s t i c .  
5: P lace i n  a  s p o t  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  sun and w i n d .  I f  t h e  s c i o n  i s  s t i l l  green & f i r m  a f t e r  2  weeks, y o u ' v e  g o t  a  " take  " .  

cI1.r 
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M a r i a ,  thank you  v e r y  much f o r  t h i s  d e t a i l e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on g r a f t i n g .  I ' v e  been wonder ing whether  
I would be a b l e  t o  a t t e m p t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  f o r  
a  l o n g  t i m e  now, b u t  have n o t  had t h e  con f idence  
t o  t r y  i t  o u t .  Found t h e  books r a t h e r  c o n f u s i n g  
on t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  g r a f t i n g  techniques,  b u t  

5 I - p  a f t e r  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  I now f e e l  t h a t  I c o u l d  do 
i t  and expec t  t o  ach ieve  a  f a i r  s t r i k e  r a t e .  (Ed . )  

W 5 c I  ohl 

~QAFT 



BUTlERFLY OF THE MONTH - BLUE TRIANGLE GRAPHIUM SARPEDON CHOREOON 

The B l u e  T r i a n g l e  i s  b l a c k  above, w i t h  a  b l u e  t r i a n g u l a r  pa tch  c o v e r i n g  much o f  each w i n g ' s  upper s u r f a c e .  Below, i t  i s  dark -  
brown w i t h  p a l e r  b l u e  t r i a n g l e s , a n d  r e d  s p o t s  on t h e  l o w e r  wing.  It occurs  a long  t h e  East  c o a s t  f rom Cape York t o  about  160 km 
sou th  o f  Sydney. A l s o  found i n  New Guinea and nearby i s l a n d s  
Larva a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  g reen  t o  y e l l o w i s h  hump-backed c a t t e r p i l l a r s .  They feed on t h e  i n t r o d u c e d  camphor laure l  (Cinnamomum cam- 
phora )  as w e l l  as t h e  n a t i v e  r a i n f o r e s t  s p e c i e s  Cinnamomum o l i v e r i ,  C r y p t o c a r i a  t r i p l i n e r v i s ,  C, hypospodia,  L i t s e a  r e t i c u l a t a ,  
N e o l i t s e a  dea lba ta  ( a l l  Lauraceae),  Ooryphora a romat i ca  (Monimiaceae), and P l a n c h o n e l l a  l a u r i f o l i a .  Sometimes they  are found on 
Avocado t r e e s .  The Pupa i s  b l u i s h - g r e e n  o r  p l a i n  g reen ,  and i s  a t t a c h e d  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  unders ide  o f  a  l e a f  o r  a  nearby o b j e c t .  
REFERENCE: Common and Waterhouse 1972 B u t t e r f l i e s  o f  A u s t r a l i a  Angus and Robertson Sydney 

From J u d i t h  Brass Kara l  l e e  Q1d. 

BUTTERFLY PLANT OF THE MONTH - BROAD LEAF PAPERBARK MELALEUCA VIRIDIFLORA 

Broad l e a f  paper barks  must  be t h e  most b u t t e r f l y  a t t r a c t i v e  p l a n t s  i n  my garden. T h i s  fo rm grows about  6m t a l l ,  i s  dense and 
bushy, and has b e a u t i f u l  w h i t e  papery b a r k .  F l u s h  a f t e r  f l u s h  o f  b r i g h t  r e d  brushes show o f f  i n  Autumn and W i n t e r .  

Ever  seen a  c l o u d  o f  B i r d w i n g s ,  U lysses ,  Jezabe ls  and o t h e r  L e p i d o p t e r a  f l u t t e r i n g  and d i n i n g  on t h i s  B u t t e r f l y  B i s t r o  ? ( I  
h a v e n ' t .  b u t  gee. I ' d  1  i k e  t o .  1  p inched  t h i s  gem from Mar ia  Pesavento 's  ca ta logue .  Thanks Mar ia .  I hope you d o n ' t  mind ? E J . )  

GARDEN OF THE MONTH - TULLYMORGAN, NEAR MACLEAN N S  W ( NORTH COAST ) 

Ma1 C u l l e n  w r i t e s  - "My p r o p e r t y  i s  abou t  70 km N.E .  o f  G r a f t o n  and 35 km N.W. o f  Maclean, where most o f  my r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s  
a r e  growing on a  sou th  f a c i n g ,  g e n t l e  s l o p e  w i t h  a  s m a l l ,  wet wea ther  o n l y  stream. The p l a n t s  a r e  growing under an open canopy 
o f  Gums, Red Ash, F o r e s t  Oaks & Brush l r o n b a r k  W a t t l e  (Acac ia  a u l o c a r p a ) .  " S o i l "  i s  m o s t l y  heavy c l a y ,  b u t  w h i l e  g rowth  r a t e s  
a r e  s lou ,  s u r v i v a l  i s  q u i t e  h i g h .  From t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t i n g  around 5 years  ago of  o v e r  100 p l a n t s ,  I have l o s t  l e s s  than  15. 
Many s u f f e r e d  " i n c r e d i b l e  near  dea th  exper iences"  d u r i n g  l a s t  y e a r s  d rough t ,  b u t  recovered  b e t t e r  than  I had expected s i n c e  t h e  
r a i n s  a r r l v e d  e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r .  These a r e  t h e  spec ies  b e i n g  c u l t i v a t e d  - 
A r y t e r a  d i v a r i c a t a  Acmena smi t h i  i A. s m i t h i i  v a r .  m i n o r  Acronychia l a e v i s  
Aga th is  robus ta  A locas ia  m a c r o r r h i  za A r a u c a r i a  cunninghami i ( 2 )  Austromyrtus d u l c i s  ( 2 )  
Backhouiia c i  t r i o d o r a  Brachych i  t o n  a c e r i f o l  i u s  ( 3 )  B, b i d w i l l i i  B. d i s c o l o r  
Buckinghan~ia c e l s i s s i m a  Carnarvonia sp .  Ceratopeta lum apeta lum ( 3 )  Cissus hypoglauca 
Cissus sp. Cormersonia b a r t r a n l i a  ( 3 )  C. f r a s e r i  C o r d y l i n e  sp. ( 3 )  
Crinum pedunculatum ( 2 )  Cupaniopsis  f o v e o l a t a  Cya thea cooper i  Davidsonia p r u r i e n s  - Dendrobium spp. ( 5 )  Dioscorea sp. ( 2 )  D i p l o g l o t t i s  a u s t r a l  i s  D. c a m p b e l l i i  
Dysoxyl  urn f raser ianum Elaeocarpus g r a n d i s  E.obovatus E .  r e t i c u l a t u s  ( 2 )  
Emmenosperma a l p h i  t o n i  odes Euodia e l  l e r y a n a  Eupomatia l a u r i n a  F icus  benjamina 
F. co rona ta  F. macrophy l la  ( 2 )  F. wa tk ins iana  F l i n d e r s i a  benne t t iana  
G r e v i l  l e a  b a i l e y a n a  ( 2 )  G. h i l l i a n a  G. robus ta  Harpul  1  i a  arborea 
Y i b i s c u s  g e r a i n i o d e s  Hoya a u s t r a l i s  ( 2 )  Hymenosporum f lavum ( 2 )  Jagera psuedorhus ( 2 )  
Lomandra so. Lepidozamia p e r o f f s k y a n a  ( 2 )  L i v i s t o n a  a u s t r a l i s  ( 3 )  Lomatia arborescens 
Lophostemon c o n f e r t u s  M e l i a  azederach ( 2 )  Me l i cope  micrococca Mi l l e t i a  megasperma 
Omalanthus popul  i f o l  i u s  Pandorea jasmino ides  P. pandorana P i  t tosporum fe r rug ineum 
P. undulatum Podocarpus e l a t u s  S c h e f f l e r a  a c t i n o p h y l l a  Stenocarpus s inua tus  ( 2 )  
Syzygium moorei  S .  deosum S. bamagense Toona a u s t r a l i s  ( 3 )  
Toechirna dasyrrhache T r i s t a n i o p s i s  l a u r i n a  ( 2 )  Z i e r i a  s m i t h i i  ( 2 )  

NURSCRIES IN NORTH QLD STOCKING RAiNFOREST PLANTS 

A c o r r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  1  i s t  i n  r lews le t te r  17. M a r i a  Pesavento p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  " D i v e r s i f l o r a "  i s  who lesa le  o n l y ,  and i s  n o t  s e t  

up t o  s e l l  t o  sou thern  a reas .  However the  f o l l o w i n q  people may be a b l e  t o  s h i p  p l a n t s  e lsewhere.  

Anderson Road N a t i v e s ,  Val Robbins, Cnr .  Bruce H'way R Anderson Rd. Whi te Rock, 4868 
Ca i rns  Development & Expor t  Nursery,  4 G i f f i n  Rd. White Rock, 4868 
Green Frog  Nursery,  R e g i l  Jensen, PO Box 434, Malanda, 4885 
Yuruga Nursery ,  Ann & P e t e r  Radke, PO Box 220, ~ l a l  kamin, 4872 

CtiANGES 1N THE NSW TIMBER INDUSTRY. 

The l a r g e s t  p rocessor  i n  t h e  S t a t e  - B o r a l  - has j v ~ t  a c q u i r e d  t h e  second l a r g e s t  (Duncans) - so p l a c i n g  i t  i n  a  near  mono- 
p o l y  s i t u a t i o n  and g i v i n g  them very .  v e r y  much power o v e r  our forests and t h t t i r  managers. An e s t i m a t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
merqed o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t r o l  74'. o f  o u r  N o r t h e r n  saw mi  11 l n g  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and a lmost  a1 1  o f  a  proposed woodchip c a p a c i t y  
on t h e  N o r t h  Coast. Perhaps Bora l  , who p a i d  $158 m i l l i o n  fo r  tne f o r e s t r y  businesses would be a  k i n d e r  o p e r a t o r ,  as Bruce 
Kean, t h e  managing d i r e c t o r  s t r e s s e d  t h e  company was a c u t e l y  aware a f  env i ronmenta l  concerns about  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  say ing  
"We a r e  ve ry  green.  We draw t i m b e r  f rom s u s t a i n a b l e  y i e l d  forests  and r e f u s e  t o  process l i m i t e d  o r  endangered spec ies  t imbers " .  
~ u t  a  f u r t h e r  s ta tement  " I ' m  sure we can  deve lop  a decent  export marke t  Out of  t h e  amalgamation" i s  o f  Some Concern. 

S t i l l ,  one has t o  wonder about  t h e  e t h i c s  and hones ty  o f  Dvnlop, as they  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and p o s s i b l y  face 
l e g a l  a c t i o n  over  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  hadnq  sodrsmade i n  China, b r i n g i n g  them here and l a b e l l i n g  them "Made i n  A u s t r a l i a "  p r i o r  
t o  s u p p l y i n g  r e t a i l e r s .  I wonder how they  used t o  l a b e l  t h e i r  r a i n f o r e s t  t i m b e r s ?  

FERAL PLANTS A HUGE PROBLEM - FROM FiNANCIAL REVIEW 17/8/92 

"One o f  t h e  n e x t  m a j o r  envi ronmental  i s s u e s  t h a t  i s  expected t o  be r a i s e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  i s  t h e  p rob lem o f  noxious weeds. ~ h j l e  
t h i s  i s s u e  may n o t  be as c o n t r o v e r s i a l  as wood c h i p p i n g ,  i t  i s  one o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  envi ronmental  problems f a c i n g  A u s t r a l i a ,  
accord inc l  t o  a  r e p o r t  comnissioned by t h e  Endangered Species Programne o f  the  A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  Parks and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  

The r e p o r t ,  P l a n t  Invas ions :  The I n c i d e n c e  o f  Env i ronmenta l  Weeds i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  says fera.1 p l a n t s  have been escap ing  f ro")  garder  
and p a s t u r e s  s i n c e  E u r o ~ e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  I t  e s t i m a t e d  t h e r e  were between 1,500 t o  3,000 spec ies  o f  p l a n t s ,  from 
t r e e s  t o  herbs  t o  seaweed, growing i n  A u s t r a l i a  t h a t  have been i n t r o d u c e d  f rom o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  - some d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  some 
a c c i d e n t a l l y .  

Co-author  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  CSlRO e c o l o g i s t ,  Dr  S t e l l a  Humphries, s a i d :  ' I t  appears t h a t  every  m a j o r  ecosystem i n  A u s t r a l i a  i s  
invaded by weeds' .  The ' s p e c t a c u l a r ,  i n s i d i o u s  i n v a s i o n '  o f  i n t r o d u c e d  p l a n t s  a r e  d i s p l a c i n g  n a t i v e  spec ies  i n  some h a b i t a t s .  

The r e p o r t  c a l l s  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  c o - o r d i n a t e d  a t t a c k  a l though ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Dr Humphries, p r e v e n t i o n  i s  t h e  key. 'Every  
( f o r e i g n )  spec ies  s h o u l d  be excluded un less  i t  can be shown n o t  t o  be harmfu l  , '  she sa id .  The r e p o r t  a l s o  suggests g r e a t e r  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  need t o  be p l a c e d  on p l a n t  i m p o r t s .  I t  d e s c r i b e s  as ' u n s a t i s f a c t o r y '  the Q u a r a n t i n e  A c t  o f  1908. 
Many spec ies  o f  comnerc ia l  weeds a r e  s t i l l  c o m m e r c i a l l y  a v a i l a b l e .  F o r  example, some 50 p e r  c e n t  o f  i n t r o d u c e d  p l a n t s  found 
w i l d  i n  V i c t o r i a  were s t i l l  b e i n g  s o l d  i n  n u r s e r i e s  and garden cen t res . "  

USING LANTANA EXTRACT FOR APHIDS 

D i d  anyone e l s e  t r y  t h i s  r e c i p e  ? 1 b o i l e d  up a  b a t c h  and sprayed aphids t h a t  were r u i n i n g  some c a r r o t  seed-heads. I t  was unsuc- 
c e s s f u l ,  so I t r i e d  aga in ;  b u t  as the  s t o r e d  " j u i c e "  was somewhat scumny I had t o  s t r a i n  i t  f i r s t ,  b u t  t h i s  a t tempt  , too, was 
i n e f f e c t u a l  a g a i n .  The aphids were g rey -g reen  and I r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  these a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l .  Maybe t h i s  p r o d u c t  w i l l  be 
cnmon.~hat m n r o  o f f e c t i v o  nn the  mnre Cnmmnn b l a c k  soec ies  ? 



A THREAT TO THE FOREST ( AND EVERYWHERE ELSE ) .  CATS - -  FERAL AND OTHERWISE 

War ahyone else been f o l l o v r i n g  t h i s  sorry saga on "Plust ra l  t a  A l l  Over" over the p a s t  f e w  weeks ? There was a lso a segment on 
"Green & Practical" i n  August. Some of the f i n d i n g s ,  Sut-veys, s t & k t l c s  etch that are befng  given i n c l v d e  the following - 
There are an r s t i m t e d  s i n  mllllon of them in A u s t r a l i a  : lhe average domestic c a t  i s  c r e d f t e d  ( a  bad word, t h a t )  w i t h  killing 
around 30 v e r t e b r a t e  an ima ls  per annum : These k i l l s  a r e  8 r e p t i l e r ,  IbXirdS. & 8 m a m a t s  o r  marsupials - n o t  a l l  b e i n g  n a t i G ~ s  
o f  course ,  t h e r e  are i t e m s  such as laltroduccd b l r d s ,  r a t s  and  m i c e ,  F e r a l  E a t s  a r e  even w o r s e - t h e y  k i l l  more a n i m a l s  because 
t h a t  I S  t I>p)r s o l e  food  5ource, domestics a r e  usuaIly w e l l  fed so  they tend to R l l l  because t h a t  i s  their instinct,  a d d i t i o n a l l y  
t h ~ y  are n a t u r a l  h u n t e r s  - and ex t reme ly  e f t i c i c n l  ones a t  t h a t .  A c t u a l l y  t h e  30 an ima ls  per  domstic  c a t  a r e  almost certainly 
u n d e r s t a t e d ,  for these were a c t u a l  corpse coutlts ; bodies t h a l  were brought how o r  seen i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  the d w e l l i n g ,  s o  
t h e r e  ~ o u l d  have heen a number o f  atlrers e i t h e r  unseen,or paten. These f l g u r e s  would be pretty  f a c t u a l .  f o r  tlie r e s e a r c h e r  
recrived r e t u r n e d   survey,^ f rom 709 owners d u r i n g  the  c o u r s e  o f  his s t u d l e s  

One i n  3 peop le  own a  c a t ,  p l u s  the f e r a l s  o f  whlch t h e r e  a r e  v a s t  numbers i n  some a reas  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  are now found everywhere 
i n  o u r  c o u n t r y .  Many concerned c a t  owners " b e l l "  t h e i r  an ima ls  w h i c h  i s  a  most t h o u g h t f u l  a c t i o n .  U n f o r t n d e l y  i t  d o e s n ' t  make 
any d i f f e r e n c e  a t  a l l  - b e l l e d  and u n b e l l e d  f i g u r e s  average t h e  same. 

So - i s  y o u r  c a t  we l l -behaved ,  g e n t l e ,  and w e l l  f e d  7 Everyone I have spoken t o  t e l l s  me t h a t  t h a t  IS t h e  description o f  t h e l r  
moggy, and what 1s more never  ever  k111,"and anyway t h e y  h a r d l y  e v e r  go o u t  o f  the  house" .  

Some f u r t h c r  d e t a i l s  on f e r a l  c a t s .  They weigh around 4% / 5 kgs,  b u t  one was r e c e n t l y  s h o t  n e a r  t h e  B i l b y  c o l o n y  i n  w e s t e r n  
o l d .  t h a t  W-- .  8% kg  They need t o  e a t  about  300 gms o f  p r o t e i n  each day t o  s u r v i v e ;  t h a t  i s  a l o t  o f  s m a l l  a n i m a l s .  F u l l  s i z e d  
w a l l a b i e s  a r i  bnown t o  have been hunted and a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d .  Seventeen c a t s  were seen r n  j u s t  one Coolabah t r e e  on t h e  Diaman- 
t i n a .  

Government4 . e a t  long Tast becoming aware of tli@Se g r a v e  problems and some have even made n o i s e s  a b o u t h  r e q u i r i n g  c a t s  t o  b e  
r e g i s t e r e d ,  t r  t h e  same manner ar dogs. The V ic tor ian  s t a t e  government  was abou t  t o  b r i n g  i n  some f a i r l y  tough  l e g i s l a t i o n  b u t  
tha a n n o u n c ~ m ~ n t  o f  t h e i r  ~ l c c t i o n  has brouqht about i t s  d ~ f e r a l .  o r  even c a n c e l l a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o  s e c r e t  t h a t  the  p e t  f o o d  man- 
u f a c t u r e r s ,  m o s t l y  d trr..: rona l  companies - b l s s  t h e l r  l i t t l e  s o u l s  - a r e  deep ly  opposed t o  any c o n t r o l s  t h a t  may c u r b  c a t  own- 
ership because t h a t  1s agaIn3t a ? l  o f  our democratic freedoms. and anyway i t  m i g h t  even dec rease  t h e i r  s a l e s  and cause then1 t o  
reduce employment. P o s s i b l y  euen l e a d  to  a r e d w c t ~ o n  i n  p r o f i t s  ' You o l d  c y n i c  

SOME COMMENTS ON SEED COLLECTION 

Dave Bray  ment ioned t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t r e e s  vary i n  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  v i a b l e  seeds. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a  Gmel ina l e i c h h a r d t i i  a t  
E land5 has s u p p l i e d  much seed over  the years bu t  few g e r m i n a t e .  O t h e r s  t h a t  he has c o l l e c t e d  f r o ~ n  on occas ions  have g i v e n  a  
good r a t e  o f  success. 
I wonder why t h i s  i s  ? Have you o t h e r ,  s i n i i l a r  exper iences  ? These va r iances  wou ld  make a  f e r t i l e  f i e l d  f o r  research .  

I have found t h a t  owning y o u r  own r a i n f o r e s t  i s  a  b i g  advantage i n  seed c o l l e c t i n g .  P r o b a b l y  a  m a j o r  one i s  t h e  easy c o n s c i e n c e  
t h a t  q u i c k l y  develops - eases t h a t  s t e a l i n g  f e e l i n g  ! On a  more s e r i o u s  note though, i t  seems t h a t  c e r t a i n  spec ies  (many ? )  a r e  
v e r y  f r u g a l  i n  seed a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  any g i v e n  i i i i i e ;  t he  b::is may be l i t t l e  h ~ v t  n o t  even o f t e n .  Dave p o i n t e d  o u t  d u r i n g  a  r e c e n t  
v i s i t  t h a t  E l a t t o s t a c h y s  nervosa,  t h e  green tamar ind,  n e v e r  seeems t o  have r i p e  f r u i t  i n  r e a s o n a b l e  numbers.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  we 
found o n l y  2 seeds on a good s i z e d  p l a n t ,  and a  f u r t h e r  3 v i s i t s  o v e r  the  n e x t  8 days n e t t e d  one, n i l ,  and 2 f r u i t s  r e s p e c t i v e l )  
f rom i t ,  w h i l e  nearby bushes b e a r i n g  f r u i t  had none t h a t  r i p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  t ime ,  a p p a r e n t l y .  

1s ripe f ru i t  r a t i o n e d  out guer a very long time t o  cnrurc thdt  somc,at l e a s t .  n i l?  meet 44eal g e r m i n a t i o n  condtcions. or Can 
thpy be 5 0  p a l a t a b l e  to fruit-eating birds ( ar picur coronaLa o b v i o u s l y  i s  due to the few d e l e c t a b l e ,  dead ripe f i g s  g e n e r a l l y  
four id)  t h a t  they are nickerl o f f  as roon as t h ~  greet) caslna (rn t h e  case o f  E .  nervosa anyway) s p l i t s  lo r e v e a l  Ihe  f l eshy ,  red 
a r i l '  T 5 i s  a r - i l  Is c e r t a i n l y  c o l o u r f u l ,  and may be quitt? ~ d i b l e  although I found the f l a v o u r  rather b l a n d ,  but the  seed i s  1  I ke d 
s m a l l  p e b b l e  - just  d~ sort .  OerhapS the brrds u ~ c  these seeds l o  d e f f n e  t h e  dot  o f  t n e i r  e x c l a m a t i o n  marks when mak ing  v a r i n l r r  
po i~ r ts  t o  their fel lows 7 Anybody w i t ! )  clthcl- theorir5 on ~ u c h  frugal f r u i t e r s  as t hese  ? OD you know af  ather species t h a t  o f f ~ c .  
few seeds d t  any p a ~ . ? r c u t a r  tlmc ? Being on the root doe5 e n a b l e  one t o  watch u n l i l  seed r i p e n s ,  and  a l s o  to a~ake  r e g u l a r  v ~ s r  t s  
t o  c o l  l e c l  enough t o  mkc :ow!ng worchwhi le . 
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" I have enc losed  an adver t i sement  f o r  the  one t h a t  I bough t  by m a i l  o r d e r .  1  have s i n c e  l e a r n e d  o f  a  f o u r - t v a y  model made by 
"Themnof i lm  A u s t r a l i a "  ( 03 562 3455 f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n )  wh ich  i s  cheaper  than my "Sagc" 2 t r a y  one.  The T h e r m o f i l m  models a l s a  
come i n  2 t r a y  and 8 t r a y  s i z e s  ( a  t r a y  i s  about  i f t .  square  - o r  30cm x 36cm ) 

1  p u t  seeds in sma l l  p o t s ,  50cn1 o r  75cm d i a .  i n s i d e  t h e  covered  t r a y s :  i n  t h i s  way I can remove a n d / o r  add p o t s  as s e e d l i n g s  r e d  
t h e  t o p .  They use o n l y  a  very sma l l  amount o f  power, b u t  a  thermometer  shou ld  be used t o  keep t e m p e r a t u r e  about  3dc, + o r  - 5 " c ;  
o b v i o u s l y  a  the rmos ta t  model i s  b e s t .  They come w i t h  a'mat o f  f e l t - t y p e  m a t e r i a l  wh ich  goes between t h e  p r o p a g a t o r  base and the  
t r a y s ,  and which shou ld  be kep t  damp. I have found t h a t  Tor s u b - t r o p i c a l  s p e c i e s ,  25"c i s  adequa te ,  b u t  307 i s  f a s t e r  and a l s o  
s u i t e d  t o  t r o p i c a l s .  

Since 1 s t a r t e d  using my propagator (which 1s a lways  f u l l )  I h a v e  had very h i g h  g c r m i n a t i a n  ra tes  - 90: u s u a l l y .  T h i s  o f  course 
v a r i e s  w i t h  seed t ype  and qua1 i t y .  My on1 y regret i s  that i t  i s  o n l y  a 2-tray model which l i m i  t b  me La 2 dozen pots a t  a t l m e ,  1 -  
t had the space 1 would go for an 8 tray machine. I keep t h e  u n i t  i n  the house, On a small t a b l e  under a n o r t h - f a c i n g  window - 
the c u r t a i n s  c u t  the  l i g h t  about  503. One dl.sadvantag~ 15 t h a t  1 have had to spray w i t h  F o l i m a t  i n s e c t i c i d e  every few days. a s  
such an e n u i r o o m n t  seems i r r e s i r t a b l e  to  inser ts  and ollrcr pests ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s m a l l  b l a c k  f l i e s  whose l a r v a l /  grub s t a g e  i n  t h .  
potting Imx attacks yollng plants a t  s o i l  level .  I hope tW.e d e t a i l s  are  u s e f u l  t o  members." Yes S t e v e .  t hank  you much ly .  (Ed . )  
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