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" Forecasting is very d i f f i c u l t ,  especially I f  I t  is about the fu ture  " ( The p r o l i f i c  philosopher Anon. ) 

A S G A P CONFERENCE AT SYDNEY 25 TH SEPT. TO 1ST OCTOBER 
As previously mentioned, our Group was given the opportunity t o  gain some publicf ty a t  the conference, on the evening of  Tues 
28th Sept. I appreciate the ofi-er by Heien Joyce ~f iasbraod t o  organise t h i s  display, and a l so  Heler! Ttanter of Robertson (the 
Yarrawa Brush lady) i s  a l so  willing t o  ass i s t .  Thank you too, Helen. I hope t o  be there  as  well,  so between us a l l  we should be 
able to  have an e f fec t ive  PR event. However, we need appropriate material f o r  the display - CJI you help 7 
Helen suggests the following items would be needed f- Rainfor-est Basters; A Cmprehensive 1 ?st  of  Ra lnhres t  Wurseries; 
Catalogues of Individual Nurseries; (0 K John, Hugh L Nan, David and Ule rest of you - hare Is a golden opportunity t a  publie- 
i s e  your enterprise)  ; Relevant Books: Seed t o  Sel l  a t  a Nominal Price; C h a m  l i s t i n g  G ~ Q U D  Activf t i e s  and the Benebits. t o  
0 t h G s  e.g. meetings, f i e l d  t r i p s ,  newsletter topics, etc. 
and anything e l s e  t h a t  you feel  would add to our display. 
I f  you have any i tems. to a s s i s t  us, would you be able t o  get  them t o  me o r  t o  Helen Joyce - (6 Lansdowne St.  Eastwood 2122). We 
could recompense you f o r  any reasonable costs  involved. Ue would be 1 imited In displaying 1 ive plants though (del icate  carpets)  
but flowers, f r u i t s  and fol iage should be OK. Please think about t h i s  opportunity and a s s i s t  where possible. If you happen t o  
be going t o  the conference, your physical presence during the evening would be appreciated too. 

NEW MEMBERS 
We have a goodly number of new recrui ts  t o  welcome th i s  month - we a l l  extend the warmest of welcomes to you a l l  and t r u s t  tha t  
you wil l  become most involved with our various ac t iv i t i es .  New memers are  - 
Karl Andersaon Comboyne Rd Kil l a  ba kh 242g Don McCfintock Lot 1 Nursery S t  Narara 2250 
Val  Call as 6 Gowarsa C1 Wauchope 2445 Robert Miller and Miss A Stevenson 7 Sylvan Grove Picnic Point 2213 
Rob Conley 23 Kwirtana Cr Part  loarlunga Sth SA 5167 Phil Parsons PO Box 141 Deloraine Tas 7304 
Tarn Menshall 210 Princes Mwy Mflton 2538 Klaus Querengasser PO Box 73 S t  Lucia 4067 
Lorne Waeg 351 Brookffeld Rd Kenmore Hills 4069 Gordon Rowland 63 Nelson S t  Rozelle 2039 
Rhoda Jeavons %!I ZSBD Kulnura (Gosbord) 2250 Peter Steele  8 Wilga PI Port Macquarie 2444 

I have written t o  Maria Pesavento a t  Atherton thanking her fo r  her contributions over the years and expressing regret  a t  her 
resignation from the  Group (her circumstances have changed and she is now more involved wfth dry country plants). Others who 
have presumably departed the Group, as  they have not renewed t h e i r  subs. despi te  a couple of reminders, also are thanked for  
t h e i r  previous mmbership. Maybe they wil l  re join a t  a l a t e r  time. 

AN UPOATE ON INDIVIDUAL AND LOCAL PROJECTS SUGGESTiON 
Helen Joyce fs Jnterested i n  researching Stenocarpus sinuatus and some of the other Proteaceae, but wonders i f  we could do a 
l i s t  of endangered species ,  t h i s  my be an incentive for  members t o  do somethinf%hem. I could (eventually) do a l i s t  but won- 
der i f  somsb~dy ~ a p  ?$kc  tc k k p  ea the 7rop3rativ1 of a !i$tir;g 25 tkir c n n  pzr t i cu la r  ? re jec t  ? I know that  Lloyd B i r d  has 
l o t s  of info. on t h i s  subject ,  and 4t may be ideal i f  a mal~iber not too f a r  from Xpswich who could eas i ly  l i a i s e  with Lloyd 
would l i k e  t o  s t a r t  t h i s  one? If Lloyd is agreeable of course. 
North qld. Proteaceae a r e  a major Intesest  f o r  Njck Hockey, and as  ffnance becoms available t e  him he wants to buy as  many of 
them as possfbie t o  plant  out in  his rainforest  plots,  and would be happy t o  record d e t a i l s  of growth rates ,  water" & f e r t i l ' i z e r  
requirements, f r o s t  It wind tolerance e t c  from hfs exper4ences a t  Bowravfl'le NStl, as well as  col latfng other growers resrrlts. 
Paul Brady I s  happy t o  partkcipate w i  th  m on looking a t  Euphobf aeeae as there are  a n u d e r  of Glachfdlon ferd'inandi on the5r 
black, some of ccnsfderable s-fze, Waulld s m b o d y  further north do sarnething 54mllar w f  t h  G ,  susnatranun, because the more I hear 
about this  plant,  the more Impressed I an with f t s  phencmnal gmwth rate. This one 1s Pound from the 61SW north coast t o  Iron 
Range, a s  well as W and NT and i t  would be best  i f  someone a t  an area where it grows natural ly  did t h a t  research. 
Information on my chosen project  was a l so  sen t  t o  me by Elizabeth Baxter, Betty Rymer, Steve Tornquist, and Tony Stockley - 
thank you one and a l l  f o r  your assistance. 

A NBJ STUDY GROUP FORMED THE GARDEN DESIGlY STUDY GROUP - AND IT SEEKS OUR ASSISTANCE 
The Ieader --DSana Snape of  3 .%Tuff S t  East Hawthorn lllc 3123 - has wrftten to me seeking the assistance ar" our Group, saying 
tha t  one of t h e f r  pr-lor'l t i e s  t s  t o  establ lsh a 14s t  of "provenuWust, natdve plants .that a r e  cons'idered befng rrl fable under the 
cglnd4 t i a n s  generally described f a r  them In the varfous Il tera  ture-., Palants shauld a l so  be reasonably rzladily avaf ?able  frctn Nur- 
se r ies ,  SMP, Seedbanks etc .  Would our RFSG compile such a l l s e  f a r  the Deslgn Bsoup ? ft certainly doesn't  have t o  be a comp- 
l e t e  l ist ,  just those m thlnk of as belng qu i te  rel tabie  and generatly avaf"labTe. Haybe the I l s t  could be cldvlded fn to  categ- 
o r les  - t r ees ,  shrubs, clbmbers, ground covers, etc. Oh! I omitted to  say t h a t  .ft 4s Rainfarest species tha t  ne nowfnate. 
I f  some of our Group has the  time t o  put something together and s o  encourage the Designers t o  seriously consider RIF plants ,  
could you send d e t a i l s  t o  me so we can Pass i t  on through t h i s  Newsletter too 7. Diana suggests tha t  we should i n i t i a l l y  concen- 
t r a t e  on species su i tab le  t o  Victoria as t h a t  f s  where the bulk of t h e i r  membership i s  so f a r  located. 

MERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF CORRESPONLJENCE SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Which is j u s t  great  1 Most of i t  has been acknowledged In t h i s  one, but I f v e  kept some of i t  t i l l  l a t e r ,  due to lack of space. 
SO please bear with me if your contribution has not yet  been passed on, and do keep your Ideas and knowledge coming along, so 
that  I can duly pass i t  on t o  the Group. 



NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

I t ' s  dry around South East Qld.  a t  the moment, a t  l e a s t  i n  from the coast.  Both ESTHER TAYLOR and NORM McCARTHY mentioned t h i s  
problem recen t l y .  Esther has had t o  spend a l o t  o f  t ime a t  the  end of a hose, wh i l e  Norm i s  f o r t una te  I n  having a bore w i t h  good 
q u a l i t y  water bu t  says t h a t  wh i l e  t h i s  i s  keeping every th ing a l i v e ,  no th ing seems t o  progress w i thou t  r a i n .  Toowoomba has had a 
mere 10" i n  t he  9 noranths t o  l a t e  A p r i l .  

N E I L  NOY f rom Wockhall7pton ra j ses  a coup1 e o f  1 terns of  concern - the re  has been a recent  r e p r i n t  o f  David Jones 'Ra in fores t  P lan tsu  
and the cover photo appears t o  fea ture  the In t roduced Guinea Grass I n  t h e  foreground, cou ld  i t  have beon in t roduced from the 
roadway from which the photo was taken? Ne i l  wanders $ f  ou r  Group should look  a t  the impact o f  q&ck g r o ~ f n g  and seedjag e x o t i c  
grasses on R/F verges and a l so  i n  Euc. f o r e s t  regenerat fan. Also, t he  sub jec t  af  B ? o d i v e r s i b  i s  n o t  belng g iven the  a t t e n t i o n  
t h a t  f t  shauld be ge t t i ng .  A Roma c a t t l e  producer, Jock Douglas i s  c h a i r  of Q l d .  Land Care Council and i s  a c t i v e l y  promoting 
conservat ion o f  faiod.iverslty t o  t h a t  States c a t t l e  producers as he be l i eves  t h a t  government a u t h o r i t i e s  are  n o t  a c t i v e  j n  t h a t  f i e l d  

New member, DON McCLINTOCK o f  the  Gosford (near Sydney) area has 24 acres w i t h  some remnant Sydney Bluegum f o r e s t  and wants t o  
ga in  an f n s i g h t  i n t o  the regenerat ion and propagat ion o f  r a i n f o r e s t  genera l ly . (H is  d i s t r i c t  once had valuable ra in fo res t ,  bu t  
i t  was c leared p r e t t y  q u i c k l y  i n  the  e a r l y  days f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Even though i t  was product ive,  i t  i s  now be ing subd iv ided fo r  
urban l i v f n g .  Ed.) 

According t o  BEVERLY CROFT o f  Tyagarah, nor thern  NSW has been d ry  as \$e l l ,  This has sloi.ied down t h e i r  p l a n t i n g ,  though l o c a l  
environmental lssues have taken up a l o t  o f  t h e i r  tfme. Byran Sh i re  has now got  the "development bug" due t o  the  complacency o f  
res idents  who al lowed t h e i r  then "Green" Council representa t ives  t o  be changed, Those who are wor r ied  t h a t  the  Sh i re  w i l l  end up 
as another western Sydney are t ak ing  a p o s i t i v e  view r a t h e r  than cons tan t l y  knocking every proposal ,  They have produced an a l t e r -  
na te  'Visdon and Plannfng Po l i c i es "  book le t  f a r  Byron Sh i re  (23 pages, 85 pasted) which they a re  t r y j n g  t o  ga in  w ider  support, 
I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  w i t h  sensSble p lann ing and s t r f c t  environmental pretec"ton, t he  area cou ld  s t f f l  f i t  i n  a h ighe r  pop i r la t io f t  b u t  
r e t a i n  i t s  na tu ra l  areas and . i ts prime a g r i c u l t u r a l  land, 

Another of our  new members, GBROON RONLAND, has r e c e n t l y  graduated and i s  now designing n a t i v e  gardens. He i s  now coming around 
t o  the  r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  r a i n f o r e s t  p l an ts  are o f t e n  more s u i t e d  t o  i n n e r  c i t y  gardens than many o f  the  o the r  p l a n t s  t h a t  people 
are more f a m i l i a r  w i th .  (Ed. See l a t e r  i t em on the Garden Design Study Group who are a l so  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  f i e l d )  

The one and o n l y  r a i n f o r e s t  I n  Sweden, t h a t  o f  TNQNAS CARLSSON f s  t h r i v i n g ,  Un l i ke  one o f  our  Syney members who l o s t  h i s  Capparls 
arborea I n  h4s win ter ,  Thomas has ra f sed  4 seed l ings  front 5 seeds. i4e adds t h a t  o f  h i s  well-establ. ished p lants ,  a Kyn~enosporum 
f lavum Ss now 2,5m, as i s  one o f  t h e  Brachychi ton d i s c o l o r  and 5 Pararchidendron pruinosurns, A l w a d y  a t  3 metres i s  a b h y c h i  t o n  
a u s t r a l i s .  @hen he wrote i n  Aprf'l ( t h e i r  sp r i ng )  day-time temperatures were around 12'G, and he was g e t t i n g  prepared t o  p l a n t  
ou t  s o w  o f  t h e  many Alpinea caerulea t h a t  he has ra ised.  { I % @  sa id  i t  before  - he definitely has a "green thumb",If I was weal- 
t h y  enough, I ' d  even canslder payyfng h i s  fare t u  Oz and have him pass an some o f  h i s  t i p s  t o  t he  Group! Ed.) 

ALEX LYONS i s  back home a t  Va l l a  a f t e r  several  weeks i n  a Sydney h o s p i t a l  f o l l o w i n g  surgery. We a l l  wish him a speedy recovery 
and know t h a t  he w i l l  soon be back i n t o  the f r a y  f u l l  t ime. 

A couple o f  ou r  members made the "Greening Austa workshop a t  t he  NSW South Coast i n  March - JO BENYON and HELEN TRRMTER. As 
we l l  we obta ined a new member from i t .  Jo Found t h e  occasion most i n t e r e s t i n g  and mentioned t h a t  the  speakers urged t h a t  on l y  
l o c a l  species be planted as past  experience has r e s u l t e d  i n  so much damage t o  our na tu ra l  areas by p lants  (and animals]  t h a t  
have escaped from domestic s i t ua t i ons ,  so we should a l l  s top  and t h i n k  before  p l a n t i n g  something which cou ld  l a t e r  become a pest .  
(Ed. I see t h a t  Jo i s  making her own w r i t i n g  paper. Nice t o  see t h a t  someone e l se  i s  r e c y c l i n g  th fngs too)  

HELP ! !  THIS TYPEWRITER I S  PLAYING UP. ANYONE OUT THERE ABLE TO DO A QUICK SERVICE ON I T  IN  BETWEEN INSPECTING THE LOCAL RAIN- 
FOREST ?? I t  i s  an IBM model 82 and made i n  Canada. Don ' t  know wheUer I need a mechanic o r  an e 1 e c t r i c i a n . r e a l l y .  

TWO WEEKENDS AWAY IN  THE BARRINGTON TOPS AREAS RAINFORESTS (ONE IN  JUNE THE OTHER IN  JULY) 

JUNE 26th t o  28th FAMILY WEEKEND AT GLOUCESTER RIVER Gloucester R iver  Camping Area i s  i n  a small i s l a n d  o f  Nat iona l  
Park 30 km west o f  Gloucester and o f f  the Bucketts Way. The camping area i s  i n  an open grassy spot before the  road cl imbs t o  
Gloucester Plateau. P lenty  o f  room f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  p l a y  and have fun. Two walks s t a r t  f rom the  camping area through Temperate 
R/F w i t h  2 more walks through Beech Forest  on the  Plateau. FACILITIES :- P i t  T o i l e t s ,  c l e a r  r i v e r  water and a few f i r ep laces .  
BY0 ;- Tables, cha i rs ,  Gas cookers and warm c lo thes.  
TRAVELLING FROM SYDNEY :-By the Freeway t o  Newcastle then P a c i f i c  Hwy. t o  Raymond Terrace. Take the Bucketts way t u r n - o f f  about 
lOkm before  Karuah. Turn o f f  Bucketts ontb  Gloucester Tops Rd 4 km n o r t h  of S t r a t f o r d  (9  km south o f  Gloucester).Sealed f o r  
11 kms, the  l a s t  19 km i s  d i r t .  SUGGESTED FNPS :-(Both T r i p f )  CMA T o u r i s t  Map o f  Bar r ing ton Topf and Gloucester D i s t r  i c t :  
Bar r ing ton Top5 Sta te  Forests (NSW Forest ry  Corn) : CMA 1:25000 Topographical Ser ies-Bar r i  ngton Tops 

JULY 17th, N t h ,  19th ALLYN RIVER STATE FOREST WHITE ROCK CAMPING AREA There are  p l e n t y  of easy walks o f  vary ing lengths  
t h a t  can be e a s i l y  reached from the campsite, bu t  f o r  the  more adventurous the fo l l ow ing  walks w i l l  be of i n t e r e s t .  

1 : Gi lwinga Route f u l l  day wi lderness walk through a v a r i e t y  o f  r a i n f o r e s t  types. ONLY SUITABLE FOR FIT ADULTS. Th is  walk does 
n o t  f o l l o w  a graded t rack ,  some nav iga t i on  s k i l l s  a re  necessary. Th is  walk begins a t  Mt. A l l y n  (1000m e leva t i on )  f o l l o w i n g  the  
r i dge  l i n e  over M t .  Lumeah before en te r i ng  the heav i l y  f o res ted  saddle o f  Mt. Gunwama, then descends SOOm t o  t he  r i v e r  where the re  
i s  exce l l en t  Sub Trop ica l  Rainforest .  The l a s t  1% hours are  along a f i r e  t r a i l  . 
2 : Exp lora t ion  o f  Paterson River.  Hopefu l ly  we w i l l  f i n d  the  reputed ly  spectacu lar  gorge. The s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h i s  walk 
w i l l  be Mt. A l l y n  

The A l l y n  R i ve r  S ta te  Forest  i s  about 3 hours from Northern Sydney - the r o u t e  i s  Mai t land - Paterson - Gresford - E c c l e s f i e l d  - 
then 30 minutes o f  d i r t  road. Jeremy and Sue T raha i r  have again organised these weekends f o r  the Group --- 
For more d e t a i l s  o f  these a c t i v i t i e s ,  phone them - a f t e r  hours - a t  (02) 451 5086. 

FURTHER COMMENTS ON OUR GROUP BECOMING INVOLVE0 ,WITH SIMILAR ASSOCIATIONS OVERSEAS 

Several members have w r i t t e n  on t h i s  suggest ion t h a t  was mentioned i n  our  l a s t  Newslet ter ,  a l l  o f  them i n  favour  o f  s o w  form 
o f  1 ia ison.  C o l i n  Andersen o f  Lapstone near Sydney l i k e s  t he  idea, if we can l o c a t e  appropr ia te  groups. He has a l ready branched 
ou t  i n t o  t r o p i c a l  f r u i t  t rees,  and has some unusual species from Trop ica l  South America. He a l so  has 2 contacts f o r  seed exchange 
( i n  B r a z i l  and Ch i l e )  whose pr imary i n t e r e s t  i s  I n  e d i b l e  f r u i t  and n u t  p lan ts .  

Paul Brady be l i eves  we should f f r s t  deal w i t h  groups i; our reg ion  - i e  PNG:lndonesia~Singapore:Malaysia. The f l o r a  o f  these 
count r ies  fonns a c o n t i n u i t y  t o  our  own. He cantfnues I remember w h i l s t  l i v i n g  i n  Slngapore, concern by l o c a l  conse rva t i on i s t s  
o f  the con t i nua l  lopp ing o f  t r ees  by t he  a u t h ~ r i t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  the  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  ep iphy t i c  orchids.  Deal ing w f t h  such Groups 
can on l y  encourage t h e i r  misslon, a d f f f i c u l t  one g iven the  s t ress  on development a t  a l l  costs.  There cou ld  be some usefu l  exch- 
ange o f  i n f o m a t i o n  and experlence between the groups. Perhaps a lso  interchange of seeds f o r  t r i a l s ,  maybe some Aus t ra l i an  species 
cou ld  Pjnd ' the l r  way l n t o  gardens I n  those count r ies"  . Paul m n t l o n e d  t h a t  he has a re fence t o  a Malayan Nature Soc ie ty  wli ich 
has a branch i n  Slngapore, and suggests t h a t  another use fu l  s t a r t i n g  p o l n t  cou ld  come through Botan ica l  Gardens. 

Steve Tornqu is t  grows, as has been p rev ious l y  mentioned, a number o f  SE Asian R/F species from seed and i s  q u i t e  keen On us 
exchanging whatever w i t h  overseas people. Also, Hugh Nicholson th inks  t he  idea i s  a good one. He i s  no t  sure  how t o  go about 
es tab l i sh ing  contac t  w i t h  such Groups, but  has undertaken t o  keep a lookout  f o r  any. 

Obviously t he re  i s  a h igh degree o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  proposal ,  a l l  we need now i s  fo r  one o f  you t o  take on the p o s i t i o n  - 
should we c a l l  i t  something l ike"0verseas R/F Contacts Co-ordinator"?But please don ' t  knock me over i n  the rush ! 



RESULTS OF THE RECENT QUESTIONAIRRE SEEKING MEMBERS VIEWS. 

Some 65 forms have so f a r  been re turned w i t h  subsc r i p t i on  renewals, 70% of the number sent out.  Thank you f o r  g i v i n g  me you r  
thoughts on the way the news le t t e r  i s  s e t  ou t  and suggestions f o r  broadening i t s  content .  1 breathe a s igh  o f  r e l i e f  t h a t  i n  
g i v i n g  you the oppo r tun i t y  t o  throw b r i ckba ts  and bouquets a t  me, the  l a t t e r  were i n  t he  m a j o r i t y .  Phew ! 
O f  the newsle t te r  s i ze ,  60 say t h a t  i t  i s  about r i g h t ,  3 f e l t  t h a t  i t  i s  too  b ig ,  b u t  2 t h i n k  i t  i s  too smal l .  Three members 
would l i k e  mare f requent  issues. Three comnented t h a t  the p r ' n t  1s too smal l ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know how t h i s  problem can be over-  
come ( o t h e r  than by reduc in  t h e  s i z e  o r  i nc reas ing  the  number of  pages, which together  w i t h  g rea te r  postage, would increase 
the cos t  g u l t e  considerably?.  Would one o f  those spec ia l  readin! mzgn!lyirg lenses be o f  assistance t o  those who, u n l i k e  me, 
are long sighted. (My b i g  problem i s  s h o r t  s igh tednss i  - people o f t e n  ask me "what i s  t h a t  b i r d  I n  the t r e e  over there  ?"  
bu t  sometimes I have t o  r e p l y  - "a b;rd ? I c a n ' t  even see the  bloody t r e e  I") 
Now as t a  r icwsiezter content  :- N a t u r a l l y  Propagat ion /Cu l t i va t ion  items are the most popular,  w i t h  33 people i nc lud ing  t h i s  
as a recent t o p i c  o f  importance. 15 members found every t op i c  a *  ' n t e r e s t  and 5 f e l t  t h a t  most were. Other sub jec ts  o f  i n t -  
e res t  nominated a re  - I 

Plant/Tree o f  the  Month - 9 W i l d l i f e  association/Insect/Animal t op i cs  - 8 

Rain fores t  l o c a t i o n s / F i e l d  desc r i p t i ons  - 7 Conservat ion/Protect ion Issues - 7 News from Members - 5 

Regeneration experienceslweed removal - 3 Elwyn Hegarty 's "The Climbers" - 3 "Unseen Threat t o  the  Forest." - 3 

Other items nominated by one o r  two members were - seed bank news: rneetings/outings: Eng l i sh  manings of p i a n t  names: 
Educative aspects/book reviews : Research suggest ions/ invol  vement: main ta in  accent on conservat ion/envi  ronment. apprec ia t ion  
of concise heading desc r i p t i ons  f o r  1 a t e r  reference. 

C r i t i c i s m  were - 3 members s~mewhat unhappy w i t h  p o l i t i c a l / p h i l o s o p h i c a l  cmers t s ,  ~ c ~ s i d e r s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  user f r i e n d l y  
t o  busy prop7e and t t?ar !'tz;-- c l  < f ~ i e ~ - e s t  can ha ~ ~ i i r i . r t i m e ~  missed. " t io rs ip"  shn111d be l i m i t e d  i n  favour of'hard news" was 
allother sugges t i o~ i .  Three t,,,.,t$ers fee l  t h a t  the  $5 s u b s c r i ~ t i o r .  1 s  t oo  low, and-d id  p u t  t h e i r  R Q i i q  "where t h e i r  mouth i s "  
and have donated e x t r a  "t our  Group. (Our funds are  **kqul i ta far sdr needs, bu t  i t  must be admit ted t h a t  t h i s  i s  i n  p a r t  be- 
cause o f  the generos i ty  of s o m  Regions, Grcups, and i n d i v i d u a l s  who have subscr ibed ex t ra ,  and there fore  su ts lo is? '~~. ;  '&: :?:: 

of us).  

But the  bes t  o f  a l l  i s  t h a t  26 people have p rcs i sod  (and I have you r  s igned undertakings i n  a l o c a l  bank's sa fe  custody) t o  
w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  f u t u r e  newslet ter :  ! 
Thank you, one and si i, f o r  you r  i n t e r e s t  and thoughts on our  brultp's fu ture  d i r e c t i o n .  It w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  ( impossible ? I  
t o  ra t i : :~  everyone's des i res ,  b u t  1 w i l l  t r y .  Wi th  your  ass is tance o f  course. 

FURTHER RESULTS ON THE QUESTIONAIRRE - TOPICS -REQUESTED FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. 

B i r d  o r  o the r  w i l d l i f e  a t t r a c t i n g  p l a n t  species head the l i s t  w i t h  4 members seeking in fannat ion .  Other requests f ~ r  subgects 
t o  be covered are - D e t a i l s  o f  species o f  economic value (see Ralph Woodford's P l a n t a t i o n  i t e m  i n  t h i s  newsle t te r ,  f o r  i n -  
s tan t  g r a t i f i c a t i o n ) :  E f fec t ive  c a t  de te r ren ts  (have you t r i e d  F i t r i o b a t v s  paadcif lerus and perhaps even b e t t e r  f o r  humns 
too - Maclura Cochinchensis ?) :  We should l i a i s e  w i t h  overseas r a i n f o r e s t  organisa'iions; Species f o r  w i l d  food and me.$bc- 
i n a l  uses: Resul ts of e f f o r t s  a t  growing epiphytes:  Urban experiences o f  ~ a i n f o r e s t  p iant! ryq:  Technical  descr fp t ians  of  
t r a n s i t i o n  between d i f f e r e n t  types o f  r a i n f o r e s t  and o the r  vegeta t ion  (are these ecotones ?) :  Special  preparat:sjl ~f d i f f i c u i t  
seeds p r i o r  t o  sowing: D e t a i l s  o f  cons t ruc t i on  and e f f ec t i veness  o f  var'ious nestdng/ res t fng  boxes fa r  b i r d s  and mamalr;: 
Comparative s tud ies  o f  fauna i n  changed r a i n f o r e s t  s i t u a t i o n s :  Resul ts o f  propagat ion frarn seed: De ta i l s  o f  seed v i a b i l i t y :  
More items on propagat ion and/or graft1r.g: hews from ZsC:?ic Gardens [any mmbers "friends of "  ou t  there  ?): Fur ther  h o r t -  
i c u l  t u r a l  r e s u l t s  i n  9rew;ng r a i n f o m s t  species: A comprehensave descriyt:;n 3.F Rvs t ra l  f an  Palms and the i r  requ i remn ts :  
Det:!?e!! r e s u l t s  o f  ev tens ive  Coachwood p lan t i ngs :  S c i e n t i f i c  comparisons o f  benef i ts  o f  r a l n f o r e s t  as ay i * t :$*  u:h:r 1 3 ~ "  
based ecosystems: Experiences o f  those overcoming problems encountered d u r i n  rep lan t i ng :  I t e n ~ s  s o r t i n g  ou t  botan ica l  iuct- 

fusions o f  r a i n f o r e f t :  Organ is ing  o r  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  a p r o j e c t  {Br i rbane area! on naming many of t he  as y e t  unnarned t rees on 
the var ious f o r e s t  walks: More i n  depth w r i t e  ups on environmental/conservation problems. 

A1 1 con t r i bu t i ons  on the above sub jec ts  w i l  i be g r e a t l y  appreciated. 

ON THE ROAD W I T H  JEREMY AND SUE FROM SYDNEY TO STANThORPE AND GiYdbD 

 he Groups March Ba r r i ng ton  Tops weekend was t h e  beginning of a 3 week camping ho l i day  f o r  the  Trahairs.  We made our way t o  
Girrawean Nat iona l  Park on the  Q ld .  border where we spent 4 enjoyable days ( no r a i n f o r e s t ,  bu t  the b e a u t i f u l  w i ld f lowers ,  l o c a l  
raspberry fa4m - $ 5  k i l o  - and nearby w iner ies  made up fo r  i t  ) .  Our next stop was Bunya Mountains N. P . ,  camping a t  Bur ton 's  
Well j u s t  a t  the  edge o f  t he  r a i n f o r e s t .  If you haven ' t  been t o  Bunya y e t ,  I reccomend t h a t  you do so, soon. There are many mag- 
n i f i c e n t  t rees ,  w i t h  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  vary ing from d ry  t o  sub- t rop ica l .  The network o f  graded walks al lows you t o  see i t  a l l .  

Then down t o  Goomb~lrrz 5t;tr Fares. Pzrx, :.A:.-lr I S  v r ~ n s ~ , ,  , ; - I . :  Ka::;e Mt !!'-+t1,- "IP's. [ i understand t h a t  there is a PI-:; 
o;a! t o  add t h e  r a l n f o r e s t  here i n t o  t h e  Nat iona l  Parks). There a re  several  walks t o  choose from - our  f a v o u r i t e  was the Cascade 
walk which took us 6 hours as i t  i s  steep i n  patches, bu t  mast enjoyable.  During a r e f r e s h i n g  swim i n  one o f  the  waterholes, i t  
f e l t  funny as a school of l i t t l e  f i s h  n ibb led  our  toes. The d r i v e  t o  Sy lves ters  and Cast le  Lookout i s  a lso  we l l  worth it, but 
unfor tunate ly  t he  Auraucar ia walk was t o o  overgrow9 a i t h  N e t t l e s  and Raspberry t o  be any good. 

Back i n  NSW we r e a l l y  enjoyerl t he  walk t o  the  peak o f  Mt. Warning, f o r t u n a t e l y  young & m a  walked/ cl imbed a l l  the way. While WE 
were i n  the area we walked t o  Brumnies Lookout, d i d  t he  m a r o o  Walk ( d o n ' t  be p u t  o f f  by the t e r r i b l e  weeds a t  the s t a r t ) ,  and 
v i s i t e d  V i c t o r i a  Park Nature Reserve where we were reminded o f  how b e a u t i f u l  the  area was before  i t  was cleared. We stopped at 

Tomombi F3! is ,  f u r t h e r  south and walked t o  t he  bottom o f  the F a l l s  t o -  the Macleay River .  We wouldn ' t  do i t  again - fa r  too 
dangerous as handra i ls  and steps have co i iapsed on a very steep, loose slope. There arepdckets of i n t e r e s t i n g  Dry Rainforest  
i n  pa r t s  o f  the  Gorge. 

Our l a s t  stop was Yokc N.P. near Gloucester. The walk t o  the c l i f f  face passes through a g rea t  standLof Booyong, bu t  afterwards 
both ou r  g i r l s  were cuverdd witfr t i n y  t ick; frcir head t n  tee .  Jcanna he:! -5- than 100 which we had t o  m o v e  by using a razor 
as they were too  smal l  f o r  tweezers. Ele v i s f t e d  two nurser ies  on t h i s  t r i p  and can recutrfirt;ad both - David R a t c l i f f e ' s  a t  Raymof" 
Terrace and Cel idon Nursery a t  Numinbah Gap where I was ab le  t o  buy good s ized Oreocarpus vickhsm(! L 411stromyrtus b i d w i l l  ii a' 
very reasonable pr ices .  ' 
AND A QUICK TRIP SOUTH WITH CONNIE AND IAN McPHERSON 

They seized on a barga in  h o l i d a y  i n  Tasmania - 7 days Her i tage B & B 's ,  d r i v e  you r  own vehic le.  They thought Tassie was j u s t  
great, w i t h  l o t s  o f  a t t r a c t i o n s  so c lose,  a l though i t  was most i r r i t a t i n g  tha t ,  as you hand you r  m n e y  over f o r  t he  Pieman Rive 
Cruise t o  see the  ope ra te r ' s  4WD w i t h  the  s t i c k e r  "Greens Cost Jobs" (Ed. What does he t h i n k  tour ism does, and a r e n t  we env i ronc 
menta l ly  concerned 7 Anyway Connie t h a t ' s  one l e s s  Redneck i n  NSW, and heaven knows t h e r e ' s  p l e n t y  of  them a l ready on our North 
Coast). Returning through V i c t o r i a ,  an oppo r tun i t y  t o  take a 2 hour boat t r i p  through the  Barnah Redgum wetlands wastaken, and 
g rea t l y  enjoyed 

A SURPRISING AMOUNT OF RAINFOREST I N  THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Connie a lso  mentioned an i t em heard on rad io  (Green & P r a c t i c a l )  comnenting t h a t  the NT has over 2000 l i t t l e  patches of r a i n -  
fo res t  t h a t  a re  being i nves t i ga ted  by the  NT Conservation Dept., some o f  which w i l l  go i n t o  Reserves and others t h a t  a re  on 
p r i v a t e  proper ty  w i l l  be recomnended t o  be maintained by the  landholders,  and advice on how t o  care f o r  them w i l l  be given. Ear 
instance even a c leared surround would help avo id  w i l d f i r e .  This i s  good news as these Monsoon fores ts  are of v a l ~ e ,  but  most 



- 4 -  
SUNDRY PROPAGATION COMMENTS 

. . 
SOME FAST GERMINATION RESULTS:- A r epo r t  from C l a i r e  Shackell t o  Esther advised t h a t  of 10 species o f  seed obtained from our 
'Bank'  and sown on the  1s t  o f  Feb. Cardwel l ia  sub l imis ;  Nauc' were up on 1 s t  March - 
i n  j u s t  one month. On the 14th March, P n ' t t o $ m  r i r o m b 1 F e E  , wnile Toechima-. 
tenax took l ess  than a month, up on 20th  Feb, 

oninated a t  t h a t  t ime - %; and . Esther checked her  o 
d l f f i c u l t  one t o  g e n i  

fd I suspect Geftnoplesium can take ages and may even requ i re  same pre-sowdng trea-nt a$ t h e  seed, Personal experience i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  T r o c h c a r ~ h  w f ' l l  take up t o  12 months, even ?anger a t  t i n l e ~  ( e e r t a f n l y  .in Sydney) t o  geminate ,  so pa t i ence  -ls needed here.  

GROWING ON I N  401 GROBAGS:- Nick Hockey g ives  a o f  g e t t f n g  p l a n t s  r e a l t y  advanced, o u t  a f  the  ground. Me 
r e c e n t l y  s o l d  two o f  those plants,  a t  3 years  a was 15 f e e t  h i g h  and was the  b igges t  o f  a l l  t he  species 
(as would prbab ly  be expected), He has t r a n s p l a  k i n t o  t h e  ground, at14 a l l  have been a good success. On 
t ransp lan t fng  them he found t h a t  the  r o o t  sys te  he bag vat urn, despl  t e  be lng good above ground slne. We 
wanders t h a t  i f  he l e f t  t rees I n  the bags l ong  enough fir the r o o t s  t o  " f i 7 1 "  t he  bags be;fore p l a n t i n g  them out, would he have 
e n o r n u s l y  b i g  t rees, f a r  too b ig  t o  handle ? Transport  would a l s o  be a b i g  problem, so he i s  p w s e n t t y  eheckin 
ume bags, Nick says he has given up on a couple o f  species - Toona c c i f l a t n ' f t o o  much damage from P i p  Moth) and 
rhodanthema - aga in  through t l p  damage Pron, he th jnks ,  a web-mking caterpillar. 

BRACHYCHITON MUELLERIANA and EUCRYPHIA MOORE1 GERMINATION:- Esther  mentions a mixed r e s u l t  f rom these two. Of  15 Brash ch i t ons  
sown, 13 germinated, bu t  the Eucryphia a t tem@(a good wh i l e  ago)was a f a i l u r e .  She has t r i e d  again w i t h  t h i s  one, usingYroiite o f  
the  seed sent  by Steve Tornquist. 
TRISTANXA NERIIFOLIA:- There has been some d iscuss ion on T. . n e r i i f o l i a /  T. l a u r i n a  i n  NSW1s "Nat ive P lants1 '  and poss ib le  mix-up 
i n  t he  t rade.  Alex Palmer bought a T. n e r i i f o l i a  ( f rom a b i g  s tock )  f rom a Sydney nursery,  Annangrove Grev i l l eas ,  who t o l d  him 
they j u s t  grow them from cut t ings ,  and a re  easy. 

ENTADA PHASEOLOIDES (MATCH BOX BEAN) COULD BE BIG TROUBLE:- Graham advised t h a t  he thought i t  best  t o  take ou t  h i s  specimen, f o r  
a l though i t  had been p lanted f o r  j u s t  4 months and desp i te  i t  g e t t i n g  l i t t l e  water, i t  cl imbed t o  about 9 metres and looked l i k e  
t a k i n g  over h i s  shade house ! Anyone e l s e  t r i e d  t h i s  beauty 7 

TREATMENT OF BORERS:- Richard Wickan1 from San Remo Vic, though2: t h a t  members may be fn te res ted  I n  t h i s .  We hadn ' t  any success 
wtth t h e  w i r e  mthod ,  h u t  f i nds  t h a t  Yates 'Way Safes8 i s  lBO"Ynffect ive,  doesmy h a m  young trees, and i t  seems t a  be l e s s  h a m -  
f u l  t o  t he  envfronment than o the r  products.  He cleans the  sawdust away f rom the  fnsec ts  e n t r y  ha le  and g i ves  ii sho r t  spray i n t o  
tha t ,  Q u i t e  of ten the  grub w 4 1 1  emerge, t o  be d e a l t  w i t h  between fSnger and thumb; otheri.rfse they seem t o  d i e  i n s i d e  the t runk. 
(Ed. I have found t h a t  the  o l d  Metho, i s  p r e t t  good, too. It a l s o  needs t o  be s q u i r t e d  r i g h t  f n t o  the  hole,  and I use a smal l  
sy r i nge  ( u s u a l l y  obtained i r o n  a f r i e n d l y  vet.! f o r  t h i s  job ,  Resul ts seem La be t h e  s a w  as Richard found; they e t t h e r  c a m  ou t  
q u i c k l y  o r  e l se  seem t o  d i e  f n  t h e i r  s h e l t e r ) ,  

ELAEOCARPUS GRANDIS FROM CUTTINGS:- Rhoda Jeavons, another new member f rom near Gosford w r i t e s  t h a t  she has successfu l ly  grown 
these . She a l s o  suspects t h a t  tube-size t r ees  they bought from Q ld .  Fo res t r y  were a l s o  from cu t t i ngs .  (Rhoda puts i n  a good word 
f o r  Fores t ry ,  corsiders them t o  be *most co-operat ive people).  

ACR5NYCHIA IMPERFBMTA :- Considered t o  be a very  usefu l ,  hardy p l a n t  by E l i zabe th  Bax te r  o f  Kenmore Q. I t  stands up we71 t o  t he  
sea winds on the coast;  i s  a most a t t r a c t i v e  glossy smal l  t r e e  and seeds f r e e l y ,  a l though they can be d i f f i c u l t  t o  germinate a t  
t imes. Howeve? they grow r e a d i l y  from r o o t  suckers- j u s t  chop around under t he  t r e e  and i t  suckers. They have ra the r  odd,thick 
roo ts  t h a t  resemble parsnips. E l i zabe th  seems very impressed w i t h  t h i s  p lan t ,  and i f  it i s  t h i s  hardy, i t  would be use fu l  i n  
very  many s i  t ua t i ans .  

IS  ALECTRYDN TOHENTOSUM A WEED I N  CERTAIN AREAS 1: -  B a r t  Hacobian i s  concerned about t h i s  one being Inc luded i n  a l i s t  p u t  o u t  by 
%he Bushland Weeds Education Group pub l ished 4n March 1893 Na t i ve  P lants  f o r  H%W. It has such i l l u s t r i o u s  company as P r i v e t ,  
Bamboo and C q e  I v y ,  b u t  Ba r t  has never seen ou r  Ha i r y  A lec t ryon as a problem. (Ed. N e i t h e r  have we, and as most o f  you are 
w a r e  we l ~ p a r s  employment I n  many Sydney Reserves as Bush Regenerators and found n o t  a one gone f e r a l ) .  The l i s t i n g  seemed 
t o  r e f e r  t o  t he  Sydney area, b u t  perhaps they drew on d e t a i l s  from f a r  away 3ocatfons. Have any o f  you members seen t h i s  q u i t e  
a t t r a c t i v e  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t  ou t  s f  c o n t r o l  1 

GERMINATION OF HALLOTUS PMIL1PPEblSIS:- I f ee l  a b i t  mare re laxed about my usual  f a i l u r e s  w i t h  t h i s  one, now t h a t  one Of ou r  exp- 
e r t s  admiits s i m i l a r  exger-fences, Hugh Nicholson wrote " 1 have been t r y i n g  f o r  years w-I%R l i t t l e  success. Las t  year I c o l l e c t e d  
seft nh ich  appeared v i a b l e  hu t  had poor gemina t i on ,  and y e t  myster ious ly ,  wt have had an on going probiem dur ing  surtmr o f  M. 
p h i l i p p e n s i s  geminating as needs i n  po ts  o f  o t h e r  p l a n t s  throughout t he  nursery.  A m n t h  ago I stumbled across a group of t r ees  
which were a s i g h t  f o r  sore eyes. As you w t l l  know, t h e  panfc3e o f  r e d  capsules about a Lrn i n  diameter ca fou r  the  t r e e  i n  sunnl- 
e r ,  On t he  t r ees  4 found, the c o v e ~ i n g  OF the f r u i t s  had dropped o f f  t o  expose sh iny  b lack  seeds. These were f i r m  when pressed 
between f i n g e r  and thumb so presumably a re  v i ab le ,  I w i l l  keep you posted ll. 

AND ON AUSTROMYRPUS BIDWILLIT:- Hugh p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  one of  those r a i n f o r e s t  t r e e s  which r i p e n  t h e i r  f r u i t  a few each 
day over q u i t e  a 10ng tfme, This i s  t o  prov ide food fo r  b i r d s  which t r a v e l  r o u t i n e l y  pas t  t h e  p l a n t  each day t o  eat  any r i p e  f r u i t  
so d i spe rs ing  t h e  seeds as fa r  and wide as poss ib le .  For t h i s  mason i t  i s  easy t o  miss see ing the r i p e  b lack  f r u i t ,  and very  
ha rd  t o  c o l l e c t  any quantdty f o r  propagat ion purposes. I have c o l l e c t e d  f r u i t  i n  t h i s  area (Nthn. NSW) i n  February and March i n  
previous years  - none t h i s  year." 

SEED GROWING EXPERIERCES OF A SYDNEY MEI.IBER:- Lots of  i n f o *  from Paul Brady. A f te r  say ing  t h a t  the  two seedl ings of Capparis 
arborea t h a t  I posted t o  hfm, bare rooted, lag yea r  surv ived f a r  about 3 months b u t  d l e d  d u r i n g  the c o l d  weather. About t h e  same 
t i o l e ,  gernt fndt ing seeds o f  Bunya Pine a l s o  r o t t e d  away, Thesc and other  experiences a re  l ead  i n g  him t o  concentrate on propagat- 
i o n  i n  the  w a m r  months. (Ed, many okhai s agree w i t h  t h a t  p ropos l  t l o n  Paul ). He cont inues - 
"1 have had some luck  w l + h  some o f  t he  seeds from you wh& s t  Eastwood. From those seeds I have p lanted ou t  a number o f  Trema 
a3vcx a { n o ~ + m r n  Irnj and a number of p l a n t s  of Emnosperma a l p h i  tan-fotdes, ~ a r a r c h i d e n d r o n  pruinosum, Planchonel l a  aus t ra l  i s ,  
and Syzigium paniculatum a l l  of wh.ich a re  e i t h e r  p lanted o u t  o r  a re  reach ing good s i zes  I n  pots.  L i k e  some o f  our o ther  members, 
I had no luck w l t h  t he  C ~ r m r s a n j a  bar t ramla  and Clssus an ta rc t l ca ,  W number o f  o t h e r  species such as Ficus ob l iqua and P i t t o s -  
porum venulosum gemina ted  bu t  d led  i n  small seed l ing  pots du r l ng  w in te r .  

I am gene ra l l y  f i nd ing  t h a t  poor r e s u l t s  come from sowing seed, f resh o r  o thenr ise ,  f rom t h e  middle o f  autumn onwards. Seed I 
c o l l e c t e d  near Mt. Warning I n  A p r i l  and sown soon a f t e r  being c o l l e c t e d  had v i r t u a l l y  no germinat ion  t i l l  about November. ,,This 
repeated the  experience I had w i t h  the  seed obtained from you ( i e  autumn sowing and l a t e  sp r i ng /ea r l y  s u m e r  germinat ion.  

SEED BANK LISTING REQUESTS (AN0 OFFERS) TO ESTHER TACOR 74 FRANCIS ST RAYMONOS HILL IPSWlCH Q. 4305 
We change the format t h i s  t ime. Refer t o  the l a s t  Newslet ter  f o r  o ther  species s t i l l  ava i l ab le .  
SEEDS OUTOF STOCK :- Alec t ryon tomentosus, Brachychi ton a u s t r a l i s ,  C a l l i t r i s ^  c a y l e y i l ,  Doryanthes excelsa, Eucryphia moorei, 
Mackinlaya macrosiala,  Polyscias elegans. NEGl SEEDS :- Abrophyllum ornans, Brachych i ton  b i d w i l l i i  , Gmelina f a s c i c u l i -  
f l o r a ,  Notel  aea microcarpa, Pel topharum pterocarpum, Tasmannia s t i p i  t a t a ,  T r i s t a n i o p s i s  I a u r f  na. Psyco t r i a  lon icero ides.  



PLANT FAMILY OF THE MONTH - ESCALLONIACEAE 

There are  160 species wor ld  wide, but  they are predominately d l s t t t b u t e d  i n  Aust ra las ia  and South Amerlcs, I n  A u s t r a l i a  these 
are 7 genera and 20 species. Tasmania i s  poo r l y  represented ~ 9 t h  j u s t  one, an endemic Anopterus. V i c t s r i a  mssses out  comp- 
l e t e l y ,  w h i l e  I n  NSW on l y  two are found south o f  the  I l l a w a r r a  - Polyosma cunninyharn'fterth from Baternans Bay and Q u i n t ~ n t a  
s i e b e r i  s t a r t i n g  f rom the Shoalhaven (Nowra area). The seven species i n  NSW descr ibed by Alex Floyd i n  h i s  "Ra in fores t  T r e ~ s "  
are  Abrophyl 1 um ornans , Anopterus macleayanus , Argophyl 1 um nu1 l unlense, Cirtts +a  v i  burnea, Polyosma cunni nghami i , Qu in tdn i  a 
s i e b e r i  and Q. ve rdon i i  which extend i n t o  Qld ,  Corokia whiteana f s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  the NSW Nightcap Range (near Lfsmgre).  S i x  
Polyosma species grow on l y  i n  Nth Qld,  as do boArgophyl lums and 2 Q u i n t i n i a s ,  Alex s t a t e s  t h a t  o f  the  MSW group, a12 a re  
on l y  shrubs o r  smal l  t r ees  except f o r  Q. s i e b e r l  which has occasfona l ly  been legged. 

TWO PLANTS OF M E  MONTH --- ABROPHYLLUM ORNANS AND CUrrSIA VIRBURNEA 

Dur ing a recen t  bushwal k a long an o l d  logg lng t r a c k  we no t i ced  these P?p(o s p e ~ 1 e ~  o f  Zramfly Escal loniaceae growing s fde by s ide  
and bear ing  mature f r u i t s ,  They were bath  r a t h e r  lanky,  being i n  an area o f  scrubby regrowth, I was r a t h e r  i n t r i g u e d  t o  f ind,  
du r i ng  %dent l f . i ca tJen t h a t  they belonged t o  t h e  same family, f a r  a l though vege ta t i ve l y  s - f n l l a r  t h e i r  f r u i t l n g  s t r u c t u r e s  were 
e n t f r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  However, a t  matur i ty ,  Cu t t s fa  f a  the  l a r g e r  p lan t ,  somet ims reach ing 18 metres w l t h  a t r unk  t o  25cm. d ia .  
w h i l e  Abrophyl'lum s e l d m  exceeds BE. Floyd makes the  p o i n t  t h a t  w i t hou t  f lowers  o r  f r u i t  i t  can be d i f f i c u l t  t o  d j s t i n g u l s h  
these species from each o the r  and both have "Nat ive Hydrangea" t l s t e d  anrang t h e f r  c o m a  nanes. Leaves a r e  VERY s i m i l a r ,  about 
10 - 2 8 m  long, toothed, green both  sfdes and w i t h  d t s t f n c t  venat jon w h f ~ h  5s ra1sed belaw. 

Now we ge t  t o  the d i f f e rences  between them. Abrophyllum branch le ts  are  s lender,  green and ha i r y ,  w i t hou t  l e n t i c e l s  w h i l e  those 
on C u t t s i a  a r e  moderately t h i ck ,  smoth ,  somt lmes green b u t  o f t e n  pu rp le  and marked by smal l ,  wh i te  elongated l e n t i c e l s .  
Although bo th  f l ower  a t  t he  sane tfme o f  the  yea r  - October t o  December - Cu t t s i as  are  whi te,  honey scented i n  l a r g e  (about lOcm 
d ia .  ) t e rm ina l  panic1 es bu t  Abmphyllrrrn Flowers are  'in very sho r t  panicles,and are  smal l  greenish coloured and f rag ran t .  But the  
f r u i t s  a re  j u s t  se d i f f e r e n t  - one a capsule, t h e  o the r  a b e r r y  t h a t  I was su rp r i sed  they a re  o f  t he  same fami ly.  

C u t t s i a  has t h e  capsule, about 3 n  long, egg shaped w i t h  several  t r i a n g u l a r  valves , and con ta in ing  numerous dark-brownish t i n y  
seeds; Abrophyllum has a purple-black g lobu la r  b e r r y  about 5m dia., again w i t h  t i n y  brown seeds, b u t  contained i n  a s o f t  pulp.  
I c o l l e c t e d  r i p e  seed o f  both near the  end o f  A p r i l  and sowed some i m d i a t e l y ,  b u t  t he re  i s  no geni l inat ion as y e t  ( e a r l y  June) 

But back t o  t he  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  The p re fe r red  h a b i t a t  o f  both i s  along smal l  watercourses w i t h i n  r a i n f o r e s t ,  on vo l can i c  o r  sedim- 
t a r y  s o i l s  and i n  coo l ,  mois t  s i t ua t i ons .  Abrophyllum though, has a g rea te r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  - from the NSW I l l a w a r r a  t o  M c I l w r a i t h  
Range NQ; C u t t s i a  i s  f rom here (Comboyne D i s t r i c t )  to Cunningham's Gap, b u t  a l s o  along creeks i n  open f o r e s t  as f a r  as the  
Blackdown Tableland i n  c e n t r a l  Q ld .  

Propagation i s  " f rom f resh  seed", bu t  good success has been repor ted from cu t t i ngs .  

FURTHER READING - "Rain fores t  Trees o f  Mainland S.E. Aust ra l ia " .  Alex Floyd. I nka ta  Press. 1989. 

WALKING TRACK OF THE MONTH ( AND A GREAT CAMPING SPOT ) ALLYN RIVER STATE FOREST NEAR BARRINGTON TOPS N S W 

Jeremy T r a h a i r  has w r i t t e n  t h i s  i t em i n  con junct ion  w l t h  h i s  r e p o r t  on t he  camp-out March weekend. 

Th is  a c t i v i t y  a t  A71yn R ive r  was a good success w l t h  a t o t a l  sf 20 people at tending, h a l f  from our R F S G and h a l f  from Warr- 
inaah SGAP inc lud j r f g  4 c h i l d r e n  who had a g rea t  t ime, Saturday morning was spent i n  exp lo r i ng  the r a f n f e r e s t  around "Whi ke Rock" 
then the A'i lyn g i v e r  i t a i t t f o res t  T r i i 1  s t a r t i n g  a t  Peach Tree P i c n i c  Area. The h i g h l i g h t  of  t h i s  walk f o r  me I s  always the  huge 
Soapy Box, C i t r o n e l  l a  Moarei , 50m t a t  l w i t h  very f arge but t resses and deeply f i s s u r e d  bark; t he  branches festooned w i t h  orch ids  
and o t h e r  epiphytes.  There are  q u f t e  a few o the r  outstandfng p lan ts  i n c l u d i n g  Ficus ob l iqua,  S c h i r o m r f a  ovata, Brachychi ton 
a e e r i f o l f u s ,  Deryphora sassafras and Casuarina cunninghamli. Young Kate Newling spot ted a Carpet Snake on the way back. A f t e r  
lunch, f f a ~ l d  and Be ry l  had t o  r e t u r n  t o  Byabarra (something about T V and the e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  - i t  was an e x c i t i n g  n l g h t  wasn' t  
i t ? )  [Ed. BJe had t o  vo te  too !) .  I n  the a f te rnoon we walked down t o  t he  Will isms RSver a t  Rocky Crossing where the  d a r ~ n g ,  l e d  
by Pat MeRae and Carol Deane had a swim i n  the  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  water,  There j s  a water fa ' i l  here, bu t  too  s i l p p e r y  f o r  us t o  junig 
i n t o  t he  water  from a great  he ight ,  bu t  the water was most re f resh ing,  The rar 'n came a t  dt'nner t ime ( c a n ' t  r e a l l y  complain 
about t h a t  i n  a ra in fo res t ,  can you?) though i t  d i d n ' t  prevent us f rom having a great  evening, p lay ing  Carol ' 5  dublous Mrs. F in-  
ch's r u m y  and won by Kate Newling, a card sharp a t  9 years o f  age! 

Sunday was most ly  spent around Mount A l l y n  (1000m e leva t i on )  and nearby Burraga Swamp. The cool  temperate r a i n f o r e s t  here i s  dom- 
i na ted  by A n t a r c t i c  Beech - Nothofagus moorei, c q y  he igh t  about 30m. Other species observed inc luded Caldc luv ia  paniculosa, the 
Corkwood which appeared t o  have a redd ish  crown (I th ink  f rom the  f r u i t ) ,  O r i t e s  excelsa - P r i c k l y  Ash, Doryphora sassafras, and 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  a l a rge  Toona a u s t r a l i s  t he  Red Cedar, and a few Dendrocnide excelsa (Giant S t i ng ing  Tree). We a l so  found a l a r g e  
wh i te  sTug, 6 cm long, and w i t h  a red d iamnd  marking on i t s  back. 

Thanks t o  everyone who made i t  a good weekend by being there,  and spec ia l  thanks t o  David Ratc l i f fcwho t r i e d  hard t o  f i n d  us. 
(Sorry about t he  mix-up). 

Ed. Thank you f o r  t h i s  repo r t ,  Jeremy, and fo r  your  e f f o r t s  i n  organ is ing  t h i s  Group a c t i v i t y .  I am r e a l l y  so r r y  t h a t  we coudn l t  
s tay  longer ,  bu t  we d i d  leave i t  too l a t e  t o  arrange a posta l  vote. Honestly. 

FOOD PLANT OF THE NONTH SILRCULIA QUADRIFIDA FRnlLI  STERCULIACEAE ( THE PEANUT TREE ) 

(Quadr i f i da :  a l l u d i n g  t o  t he  fou r  d i v i s i o n  o f  f l ower ) .  This handsome t ree ,  growing i n  a Toowoomba garden, achieved a he igh t  of  
6 metres i n  10 years. I n  we l l  drained s o i l  (pH 5.6) i t  has f lowered and s e t  f r u i t  w i t h  v i a b l e  seed f o r  the  l a s t  two seasons. The 
flowers a re  creamy w h i t e  and lemon scented, though inconspicuous. The f r u i t s  are  la rge,  about g o l f b a l l  s i z e  and s t r i k i n g l y  
orange red. When mature, they s p l i t  open t o  revea l  sat iny,  b lue-black seeds. These a re  ed ib le ,  raw o r  roasted, l ook  and t a s t e  
l i k e  peanuts, and a re  o f  s i m j t a r  s ize.  

This i n t e r e s t n y t r e e  i s  endemic t o  coastal  s i t u a t i o n s  on we l l  watered s i t e s  o r  a t  l e a s t  c lose t o  streams. I t s  na tu ra l  occurrence 
i s  from nor thern  NSW t o  Nth A u s t r a l i a  and P.N.G. Condi t ions i n  t h i s  area are  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  i t s  growth and may r e s u l t  i n  t he  
t r e e  reach ing a he fgh t  o f  18m and cause i t  t o  be semi-deciduous. When grown i n l a n d  and a t  h i ghe r  a l t i t u d e s  i t  becomes f u l l y  
deciduous f o r  a s h o r t  pe r i od  and i t s  he igh t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  approx. 6m. It may be f r o s t  s e n s i t i v e  i n  co ld  areas and need p r o t -  
e c t i o n  when young. 

Being o f  smal l  s t a t u r e  when grown i n  t he  i n l and  t h e  t ree  i s  admirably s u i t e d  f o r  smal l  gardens and even f o r  s t r e e t s  and parks 
i n  these areas. The u p r i g h t  hab i t ,  f resh green e n t i r e  leaves (75m x 45m)  and grey p e r s i s t e n t  back, make t t  dec ided ly  a t t r a c t -  
i v e  f o r  most s i t u a t i o n s .  The t ree ,  as f i r s t  mentioned, grows among others.  On i t s  own, w i t h o u t  coritpetit ion, i t  cou ld  c e r t a i n l y  
be g r e a t l y  improved and be more densely fo l iaged.  

Fresh seed taken from the t r e e  germinated r a p i d l y  i n  4 days. Set ou t  i n  p l a s t i c  tubes (50mn square x125mn deep) t h e  young p l a n t s  
are  now 15cm h igh  i n  30 days. Two methods were used t o  g e m i n a t e  seed. The f i r s t  was damp peat  i n  a sealed p l a s t i c  bag, and the  
second was a damp mix of 1 p a r t  peat and 3 pa r t s  coarse sand i n  l a r g e  150mn (6")  pots. Both techniques were e q u a l l y  successful. 

From Nonn McCarthy, Toowoomba Q. 

A BIT MORE ON FIREFLIES 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  comen t  from Gary Daly po in t s  out  t h a t  they have a g rea te r  range south than was mentioned i n  l a s t  N/L. They occur 
on h i s  p rope r t y  a t  Nowra, where the numbers are  increasing. He adds t h a t  t he re  are  a l s o  permanent co lon ies  o f  glow-worms, as we l l  
as l o c a l l y  r a r e  t o g  Runners ( b i r d s ) .  Other e x c i t i n g  res idents  are  Sooty Owls and Spotted Tat l e d  Quo l l s .  He reckons i t  i s  g rea t  
t h a t  a Q u o l l  const ruc ted a den i n  a downstairs c e i l i n g  and has taken up residence there,  though he s t i l l  misses !he chooks t h a t  
the Q u o l l  cleaned up a wh i l e  ago. Gary, wev'e a l l  go t  t o  l i v e  ! 



RAINFOREST CABII4ET TIMBER WOODLOT ... A JOINT PROJECT BETWEEN ROUS COUNTY COUNCIL, GREENING AUSTRALIA & DORROUGHBY FIELD STUDIES 

:(he t r e e s  planted in t h i s  project have been growrl from seed collected 1 0 ~ a l l y  (two exceptions t o  t h i s  a re  Flindersia CENTRE 

j~rayleyana - Queensland maple and Agathis robusta -Kauri pine ) and then germinated and grown on a t  the Dorroughby Field Studies 
r e n t r e  nursery. The t rees  have then been planted in s i t u  by v i s i t ing  groups of school children from the centre. 

SYTE PREPARATION: Existfng Camphor laurels  on the s i t e  were polsoned and cut  dowh, the heads and branches being chipped t o  mulch 
%he t r e e s  a f t e r  planting, Wows were mrked out and deep ripped with a s ing le  t i n e  ripper t o  a depth of approximately 40 cms in 
l a t e  spr'ing and l e f t  t o  s e t t l e  f o r  a few mnths before t r e e  planting in-autumn. In hindsight I'm sure the .trees would have 
perfomed be t te r  lf the  planting s l t e s  had have been cover cmpped with a legume ( i e  Doljchos lablab o r  cow peas) and turned 
i n  o r  slashed prior  l o  planting i n  autumn. Growing a tSmber woodlot i s  the same as most farming pract ices ,  regular Input and 
the m r e  of i t ,  the m r e  you'll  get out of i t ,  The other  aspect of s i t e  preparation I should have appreciated was the need for  
wind breaks. This can be achieved through the r igh t  species select ion but, many of our cabinet timber species a re  s e t  back 
markedly by wlnd damage, whither 1 t  be Pram hot dry winds o r  cold winds or  the sheer strength of the wind. So appropriate 
windbreaks should accelerate t m e  growth considerably. The holes were dug and a good metre c i r c l e  "rounded up" around each one 
pr io r  t o  planting In autumn. 

PLANTING TECHNIQUE: Each hole received a good heaped handful of "dynamic l i f t e r "  o r  a slow release plant  p i l l  in  the l a t e r  plan- 
t i n g ~ .  The holes f i l l e d  with water and the t rees  planted in to  a s lu r ry ,  making sure the s o i l  level In the pot corresponded b t h e  
natural ground level on completion of planting. After planting, each t r e e  received two buckets of chip mulch. I feel  mulching i s  
essen t ia l  f o r  rainforest  trees because i t  creates  the r igh t  environment fo r  the microflora t o  es tab l i sh ,  which then break down 
the s o i l  elements i n t o  available f w d  f o r  a healthy growing t ree.  Rainforest t rees  a re  surface rooted and m s t  of the nutr ients  
avai lable  t o  them are within t h e i r  leaves and the l i t t e r  layer  on top of the arnund. 

METHOD OF PLANTING: The three plots  planted fn 1991 varied 1;; spacing and types of t rees  planted. A r a ; ~ ~ i o r e s t  goes through C Q ~ -  

era1 stages from a bare or disturbed s t a t e  t o  a c l i ~ i ~ a x s t a t e ,  Rainforest t rees  a re  grouped i n n  these ohases o r  stages. For exam- 
ple ,  the  f i r s t  t rees  t o  emerge on a bare s i t e  are generally pioneer species; they a re  short  l ived,  f a s t  growing, shedding t h e i r  
leaves annually t o  c rea te  a I l t t e r  layer  and protected envfranment in  which the secondary and primary species can germinate and 
grow, Most of our cabinet timber species come from the primary phase but some pioneers y ie ld  excellent timber such as Acacia 
11~elanoxy1on (blacbood) or Acacia o r i t e s  (nfghtcap watthe) .  'The only drawback with pioneer specles i s  t h a t ,  being precursors of 
secondary and pr'lmary growth they are  regularly attacked by insect  predators. The f i r s t  plantfng has a 2.5 metre spacing in the 
mws and 3 metres between rows, Ploneer species are  al ternated with primary species in  the rows. The second plot  has rows of 
pioneer, primary mix a t  2.5 metre spacing, and the a l t e rna te  row primary species a t  a 5 metre spacing. The th i rd  p lo t  has a 
mix of f a s t  and slow growing primary species with a 5 metre spacing within and between the rows. The 1992 planting i s  the same 
as the  th i rd  plot .  
SPECIES PLANTED AND OBSERVATIONS: In the 1991 planting the three species (Grevi 1 lea robusta, Dysoxylum muel l e r i  and Agatbi: 
robusta) were planted out of avocado bags (6" x 12"), the r e s t  were tubes. In the 1992 planting a l l  were 5" potz. I t  i s  
important t o  note t h a t  vigorous, healthy stock produce vigorous healthy t rees  in  the ground. 
Woethus robusta - Queensland Kauri. i t  has performed well with steady upright growth (typical coniferous habi t) .  No insect  
F d a t o r s  as yet .  *** 

uskheart, slow t o  es tab l i sh ,  l ikes  semishade and wind protection. Long term timber prospect. One of the 

- WhS t e  Booyong, slow t o  estebf ish.  Bass be t te r  i n  a shaded and sheltered environn~ent. ** 
Black Bean, slow f o r  the f i r s t  year ,  but once established a steady grow&. If  St gets stuck under 

row8 in conjunctSon wd th other  f a s t  g rw8rs  i t  pushes ~ $ 1 1 .  Enjoys f u l l  sun. ** 
ssa f ras ,  medium grower, upright habit,  long term prospect, handles the cold and exposure a l -  

though prefers a protected s i t e .  Timber s imilar  t o  Barpull i a  pendula with a dark heart wood l i g h t  auter  wood but with a cinn- 
ed Black Heart Sassafras. Was once found in 3bzndance i n  t he  locky Creek Dan area. ** - Pbgitorherry Azh, have l o s t  a?-: b u i  one of the 20 t rees  planted, Elo real c i  uec spa?? f v w n  poor 
t e  exposure o r  long dry periods when f f r s t  planted out. I t  i s  a bea~l.6-a id rlmber and deflni trSy * w:h 
a1 ti tude areas here i t  i s  s7ow t o  establish and would be a long term prospect. ** 

- Grey Ebony, & - Grey Persinsnon, both are  slow growers f n i t i a l l y ,  have grown 
Sons well. Deflni position, Wind, sun and cald don? ssecm t o  be an issue, ** 

average slow. I t  l ikes  wlnd protection and prefers semishade but 
, due t o  healthy, vigorous stack or genetic variat ion,  I don't  know, I t  i s  a l so  attacked by a mite s imilar  

t o  eronose mlte, which i s  a ntadar problem In Lychees. f t  d j s t o r t s  the fol jage and retards the growth, ** - Red Bean, a f a s t  grower, would respond t o  f e r t i l i s e r  and water I'm $we.  No major insect  probiems, Is 

- Slue FIgt  a f a s t  grower, lack of soi l  modsture'has k i l l ed  o r  retarded many of the t rees  in  the planting, 
o major insect problems, *** - $1 lver Oucndong, not as f a s t  as E ,  grandis b u t  more tolerant  of mojsture, wind and cold s t ress ,  Begend- 

u i te  vartaobe 91 ~ w i h .  **+ 
Austral fan 'Teak, slow t a  e s  tab? l s h ,  sowe insect: damage. {Br~ng  $ 1 2  h i r e  i isr iaCe~2 f=npily they a re  prone 

iated with c i t r u s  t r e e s ) .  Does respond t o  P e r t i l i s e r ,  ** - Bennetts Ash, vigorous grower, good upright habi t ,  some stem g i ~ d l e r  problems, *** 
- Queensland Maple, s imilar  t o  above, probably a b4t f a s t e r ,  with superior timber. *** 
- Cudgerie, Si lver  Ash, simflar t o  above. *** *% - Yellaw Wood, sometjhat slower t o  establ ish than the prev'ierus three once established grows, s tcadl ly,  - White Beech, $low t o  establ ish.  does bet%-r wi"h -*il~13r and f e r t i l i s e r ;  tends towards suckering aild mu1 t i -  

; regularly attacked by beetles which destroy new grtswtk during the growing season; excellent timber, worth 
perseveri ng w i  t k .  ** 

Iky Oak, f a s t  upright grower, sun, wind and cold hardy; several insect  pests (being Sn the Prctteaceae 
macadamia$ i e ,  twig gSrdler) b u t  grows through insect  damge without real setback. *** 
1 ipwoad, slaw steady grower, needs pruning t o  keep to a s ingle  leader; several leaf  eating predators 
ong term timber prospect but worth perseverfng with, Beauttful contrast  between heartwood and sapwood. ** 
n Bolly Gum & t i t s e a  r e t f c u l a t a  - Bol ly Gum, both slow t o  establfsh;  prefer  wind protecHon and semi- 

shade. Lang term timber prospect. ** 1 

l y  Ash, slow and steady, (family Proteaceae, with .its torresponding rinsect predators) tends toward mu1 ti- 
ardy, Slrnflar tlmber t o  SIlky Oak. ** - Black Teak, slow steady grower, (family Rutaceae, w i  th i t s  correspondling insect  predators),  ~ I m i l a r  

- Black Apple, very slow t o  es tab l i sh ,  does appreciate water, f e r t l l i s e s  and protection from cold winds, 
in$, Long term tdmber prospect, Excellent hard turning tfmber. ** 
um Pine, slow and steady grower. tong te rn  timber prospect. Handles exposure and cold. "*. - Deep Ye1 lowwood, P a s b p r i g h t  grower, Regularly attacked by webbing caterpi l  l ass  on new growth which 
ontinual problem throughout the t rees  l i f e ,  Exeellent deep yellow lustrous timber, *** 

Toona austral  l s  - Red Cedar, f a s t  upright grower unt i l  attacked by cedar t i p  moth which causes mu1 tibranchiny. Can be over- 
cane by growlnp with other f a s t  growing species which force the t r e e  t o  g r m  i n  a n  e rec t  manner. *** 

& ~ h r e e  s t a r s  denote the f a s t  growers, two s t a r s  the slow growers.) 



The area has been slashed 4 to  5 times a year  t ak ing  approximately 4 t o  5 hours t o  s lash the 2 hectare area. It has been 
"rounded up" tw ice  a year t ak ing  about 6 hours each time. I have spent around 16 hours s k i r t i n g  and prun ing up over t h e  pas t  
2 years. I hope t h i s  i s  some assistance and i n c e n t i v e  t o  those people w ish ing t o  p l a n t  t h e i r  own woodlots. 

From Ralph Woodford Dunoon NSW (near Lismore) 

Ed, Thank you f o r  these d e t a j l s  Ralph. This i s  a wonderful p r o j e c t  and those of our  Group who may be i n  t h e  area should v i s i t  
t h i s  work a t  Rocky Creek Dam. The r a i n f o r e s t  regenera t ion  opera t ion  nearby, a l s o  under Ralph's cont ra l ,  i s  now w e l l  advanced. 
These two p ro jec t s  would no doubt be an i n t e r e s t i n g  comparison; a na tu ra l  r a i n f o r e s t  recovery as aga ins t  t he  f u t u r e  way t o  go 
f o r  t lmber  product fan - a mixed species plantation o f  b a s i c a l l y  l o c a l  species. Great f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n a n t ,  and good f o r  t h e  
econosrl$r too, i n  ou r  ever I nc reas jng  demands f o r  '"rowth" and "development". (Can anyone e labora te  on the advantages o f  these 
tw tn  demi Gods?) 

UPDATE ON ROCKY CREEK DAM RAINFOREST REGENERATION PROJECT 

Ralph has a l so  t o l d  me o f  t he  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  g rea t  p r o j e c t .  " The n a t u r a l  cyc les  around us con t i nue  t o  ebb and f l o w  
as they always have, Th is  season was agai n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t he  l a s t ,  w i t h  t he  r a i n y  season on l y  beginnjng about 41 weeks ago anal 
s t i l l  we havn ' t  had any substant la1  f a l l s  (by l a t e  A p r i l ] .  We have had many hot,  sunny days t h f s  sumer-autmn,  s imi7ar  t o  a 
southern sumner afid seed l l ng  gemination i n  the  regenera t ion  s l t e  a t  t he  dam has on l y  j u s t  isegun(fe adequate s o i l  m t s t u r e  and 
cool  c loudy days) whereas l a s t  yea r  the  seedl fngs were almost a metre I n  he lgh t  by now, Considering the g lar fa t ion  i n  geminat ' ron  
t-imes over  t he  l a s t  4 years,  t o  l ook  a t  t he  ares  a yea r  l a t e r  t i c  t he  f o l l o w i n g  a u t u m )  t h e  growth and v fgou r  of  p l a n t s  3s a l -  
most i d e n t i c a l  t o  t he  previous seasons. 

There i s  now approximately 5 hectares o f  l and  beyond the sp ' l lway i n  vary 'ng  stages o f  regenera t ion . t t  The area 4 years o l d  has 
a dense p ioneer  canapy a t  arovnd 6 metres (Bleeding Heart, Penc i l  Cedar, Kangaroo Apple and Corkwood c q r i s i n g  the main spec ies)  
w i t h  a smat ter ing  o f  p r imary  species (Rosewood and Red Carabeen the most c o m n )  having germinated i n  the  pas t  2 seasons. You 
can now walk q u i t e  comfortably under t h i s  canopy, whereas the  areas f rom l a s t  yea r  and the  year  before are  s t i l l  a dense p ioneer  
t h i c k e t  t h a t  yau have t o  push y o u r  way through. 

We had a SGAP open day a t  the  dam on Anzac day t h a t  was a g rea t  success, w i t h  over 100 people at tending. We +ooked a t  t he  cab- 
i n e t  t imber  woodlots p lan ted  i n  91 - 92 and assessed the  growth o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  species, c o n s i d e r i ~ g  the  seasons, spacing, and 
the s i t e .  

I always look  forward t o  the  a r r i v a l  o f  your  Newslet ter ,  c r a m d  w i t h  b l ' t so f  in format ion  from l i k e  minded people a l l  over  t h i s  
huge cont inent.  Sha l l  t r y  t o  g e t  some a r t i c l e s  together  f o r  you on regen, t he  shrubby r a i n f o r e s t  specles o f  Myrtaceae f rom o u r  
area, and a r t i c l e s  on some of ou r  l o c a l  r a r e  and endangered species. We have f o m e d  a sub comnittee f o r  r a r e  and endangered 
species w i t h i n  our l o c a l  SGAP and those a r t i c l e s  w i l l  be generated by t h i s  group". 

ENDANGERED SPECIES OF THE MONTH THE SPHAGNUM FROG PHILORA SPHAGNICOLUS 

This l i t t l e  amphibian i s  on l y  about 35mn l ong  b u t  va r i es  i n  co lour ,  ranging from cream through varying shades of ye l l ow /  orange/ 
russe t  t o  bkc labove,  w i t h  a wh i t e  b e l l y  and brown-flecked throat .  Was been found i n  An ta rc t f c  Beech Pores t *  Rainforest and wet 
sc le rophy l l  areas a t  h i ghe r  a3 t i t udes .  They burrow i n  loose mo is t  s o i l  o r  mass,or s i t  I n  massy cav t t i es  besides streams o r  
o ther  wet areas. I t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  of  an extremely narrow l i m i t  - i t  has been found on l y  from Dosrigo t o  the  Ba r r l ng ton  Tops, 
and from the  ranges near Ehor i n  NSW. There a re  o n l y  a known 11 co lon ies  i n  these areas ( i n  the wor ld ! ); they con ta in  be t -  
ween 6 and 10 i n d i v i d u a l s  each. Th is  means t h a t  t he re  may be on l y  l e s s  than 100 f rogs  making up the t o t a l  popu la t i on  o f  t h i s  
species. Research i nd i ca tes  t h a t  there  are 2 sub-species w i t h i n  t h i s  group, wh4ch must make each one even more vu lnerab le ,  

There has been some l o c a l  cont roversy  concerning one o f  the  11 known populations. Th is  one has %he m is fo r tune  I ?  meybe - I ' l l  
bet )  t o  be located i n  a spot  10 - 20 metres from a bend on the E e l l i n g e n  - Oorr igo road whlch i s  samewhat f a r t uous l y  i n  one o f  
the Nat iona l  Estate areas, so ca l l ed .  This colony has survived so fa r ,  3n a l i t t l e  soak t h a t  i s  supp l ied  by water coming o u t  o f  
a rock-face. The soak i s  ba re l y  2 - 3 metres long, b u t  has Sphagnum growing there,  thus c rea t i ng  h a b i t a t  f o r  the colony. But, 
these poor l i t t l e  c reatures  have a r e a l l y  b i g  problem - the road"desperatelyM needs widening - despi te i t s  present  s t a t e  be ing 
the same as i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  constructed, donkey's years ago ! Any widening o r  change i n  alignment would Snvolve removal o f  
s o l i d  rock by b l a s t i n g  t h a t  cou ld  we l l  change the  hydrology and change the  l i t t l e  swamp, even dry  i t  up. 

It seems t h a t  the  monster t r ucks  t h a t  we f i n d  are  v i t a l  t o  main ta in  our  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  may be the reason t h a t  the road must be 
widened, because the p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n  i s  known l o c a l l y  as Woodchip Bend". Safe ty  o f  course i s  the  excuse t o  endanger t h i s  
f a i r  percentage of the  spec ies '  popu la t ion .  Perhaps we should g e t  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s  r i g h t  and t h i n k  B io log i ca l  I 1 D i v e r s i t y  ? 

AN INTENTION TO AERIAL SPRAY ROUND UP ON DUNE / LITTORAL SYSTEMS I N  N S W OPPOSED 

A proposal t o  use he l i cop te rs  t o  spray B i t o u  Bush - Chrysanthemoides m o n i l i f e r a  ssp rotundata - i s  drawing much oppos i t i on  f rom 
concerned people. I ' v e  n o t  seen d e t a i l e d  i n f o .  on the method, bu t  am i n t r i g u e d  as t o  how they w i l l  avoid dest roy ing wanted veg- 
e ta t i on ,  o r  why coasta l  stonns/cyclones w i l l  n o t  cause eros ion t o  dune systems s t r i p p e d  o f  vegetation. I t r u s t  t h a t  l i t t o r a l  R/F 
species have already evolved t o  su rv i ve  p l a n t  b ioc ides.  

My knowledge o f  h e l i c o p t e r  f l y i n g  i s  n i l ,  bu t  I have o f t en  seen those scenes on N where a i r  siovement from hover ing c r a f t  seems 
massive - clouds o f  dus t  s w i r l i n g  from bare ear th .  What e f f e c t  does t h i s  a i r  d is turbance have on f i ne  spray o f  poison be ing d i r -  
ected from the  machine, and where w i l l  spray d r i f t  end up ? 

It w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see whether i n  f a c t  t h i s  idea "gets o f f  t h e  ground'. 

NORTHERN AUSTRALIA MABO - LAND RIGHTS - MINING - MONSOON RAINFOREST 

These mat ters  c o l l e c t i v e l y  seem t o  be s e t t i q  up an exp los ive  situation. SGAP's NSW Conservation O f f i c e r  & Group member, Connie 
McPherson, passed on a copy o f  sn i t e m  f o r  "Nat ive P lants  NSW" on the  sub jec t  o f  t h e  Fast Tracking af minera l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  
pro jec ts .  The McArthur R i ve r  i s  one o f  those assau l ts  already approved, i t  w i l l  be a massive operat ion having widespread d e t r i -  
mental e f f e c t s  over a l a r g e  area o f  the  G u l f  Country. The Northern T e r r i t o r y  i s  n o t  considered t o  have the  s a w  checks and b a l -  
ances as t he  States. 

Env i ronnenta l fs ts  cons4der t he  McArthur R i ve r  EIS I s  cursory as there  i s  no f u l l  r eco rd ing  o f  f l o r a  and fauna, so how i s  i t  
poss ib le  t o  l a t e r  check the Smpact on the @nvironmen"i' There wSl l  be few jobs f o r  us, the  mlneralls w i l l  be merely p iped t o  t h e  
Gulf as a s l u r r y  concentrate,  an& shfpged ov@rseas f o r  "vir lue addfng". (Ed. There has a l s o  been some concern expressed t h a t  t h e  
l oca l  ?and owners w f l l  end up i n  even worse circumstances than they presen t l y  have, Contact  w i t h  t h r  wh i te  soc ie ty ,  even i n  t he  
so f a r  l i m i t e d  ex ten t  has no t  been kind t o  t h e  l o c a l  comunl ' t ies,  b u t  maybe th ings  m y  Improve i f  they rece i ve  app rop r i a te  
r o y a l t i e s  and have the  money p u t  t o  good use f o r  the- l r  benef i t . )  

Any poT lu t i on  t h a t  gets I n t o  t he  o f t e n  vas t  areas of  f loodwater du r i ng  the  wet season cou ld  a lso  be d isas t rous f o r  the  f l ood -  
p l a i n  vegeta t ion  too. As well as t he  escape o f  tox.fc minerals Pram t h e  ac tua l  min ing operat ions,  there a re  many and v a r i e d  
chemfcal products used i n  t he  mining, separa t ion  and t r e a t m n t  o f  t h e  ores mined. One o n l y  has t o  look  a t  any o f  the  s i t e s  
mined almost a century  ago t o  f i n d  t h a t  a l though some o f  the ha rd fe r  vegeta t ion  has returned, the s i l ence  and l ack  o f  animal 
mavenlent i n  the  area i s  almost ee r i e ,  Almost b i o l o g f c a l  deserts i n  so many, a l b e i t  r e l a t i v e l y  small areas, i s  a fac t .  I ' d  ha te  
t o  see some o f  t he  n o r t h ' s  lowland monsoon ra in fo res "cos6  permanently, f o r  j u s t  a sho r t ,  few years e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  and a low 
value orre a t  t h a t .  



THREAT TO ME OAINTREE FORESTS OF NORTH QLO AN0 FURTHER UP THE CAPE 
Yernber Colin Andersen has also been concerned a t  the continuing loss  of our Wet Tropical Rainforest, and wrote to the Premier 
,f i j l d .  on t f ~ e  ntatber. These are extracts  From h~ s reply. 
'Thank yau f o r  your l e t t e r  concerning the impact s f  urban subdivision and the provision of gr id power to  the Daintree area of Far 
8 .  4.  " - - "much of the freehold land fn the Cape Tribulation, Cow Bay and Forest Creek area north of the  Daintree River was 
subdfvided Snto small l o t s  In the 1970s and 1980s as a resu l t  of pImning decisions by the previous government, The Cape Trlb- 
u t a t i s n  and Caw Bay areas,  n m  surrounded by the  Hurld Heritage Area, presently contain i n  excess of 8QO blacks, m s t l y  one 
kec tam In s12e. A najar ' i ty OQ tke subdlvls-fonsespecIa13y In the Caw Bay area have been sold but raost bloeks*mntafn undeveloped. 
Al.thougk most of the pr lvate  land was not fncluded In the Warfd Herttage list-fng, the remaining low-land rafnforests  s re  of con- 
s e n a t i o n  s.ign+ficance, especjally as much of  t h a t  type of ra in fores t  has been cleared alang the coast i n  Nth. 91d. As resldent- 
i a l  developmnt expandq, "r w471 not only lead t o  a loss  of these fo res t s  but wll l  br ing wfth f t rfemands f o r  sewices  such as  
e l e c t r i c i t y  and water supply and waste dtsposal f a c i l l t f e s .  The provision of these ~ $ 7 1  have'implications not only f o r  the ecol- 
ag-fcal in tegr j ty  of the rmcleamd rainforest i n  the  subdlvlsions but a lso f o r  the surrounding World Heritage Aerea. 
The envimnnentaf fmpacb of  future clearing, development and settlement of the a k a  north o f  tfre Daintree River have been rec- 
ognfsed by the Douglas SRjm Cauncu?, The Wet Tropics Managemnt AuthorlQ and the Oept, of Envfronment and Herftage. The three 
agenefes hace jafned t o g e % e ~  as  the Dafntree Planning Coordfnat4on Graup t o  eeoperativ%3y plan the fu ture  of Ilrisarea, The Doug- 
l a s  Sh im CouncJl is preparfng a Developmnt dontml plan over the  Dafntree, and the Wet Tmpfcs Mnagenent AuthorSty i n  partner- 
sh4p wlth the  Llept, of Environment and Heritage is developing a rsanagemnt plan f a r  the Oaintree R-iver t o  Gape Trtbulaefon sect ton 
of the LIsrld Heritage Area, The l a t t e r  plan fs scheduled for  release In d r a R  f o m  fn the middle of t h j s  year ,  Any decfsion on the 
provfsian of grfd paw9r t o  the area n o e h  of  the  Alexander Range wlll  await the outcorn of these plans f o r  the  region. 
Suggestions t h a t  the S ta te  and Federal Governments buy back a l l  of the 800 undeveloped freehold blocks a r e  unrealist-fc because of 
the costs  involved and the  lfm-ited funds avaflable. A prjor i  t y  1 ist of c r i t f c a l l y  important acquisitions has been drawn up and, 
t o  date ,  f i v e  rainforest  blocks covering same 42 hectares have been purchased in t h l s  area a t  a cos t  of over $435,008. Fuither 
acquisi t ions n i l  1 depend on additional funds belng made avai lable  and on p r i o r i t i e s  elsewhere f n  the World Heritage Area. 
I t  concludes by saying t h a t  the comnunity expectations have changed since the past and t h a t  planning s trategy I s  aimed a t  minim- 
i s i n g  the impact of future developments on the  Heritage Area. Oh Mr. quatd, you cer ta in ly  have a  it t o  answe-for. 
Col urges t h a t  we should a l l  wrfte t o  Mr. Goss on t h i s  y a t t e r  as  i t  is of major importance. 
And talking about 6eorge quaid, he 3s current ly t rying t o  s e l l  one of his  b i t s  of mud on Cape York t o  anyone he can, preferably 
a foreigner  and as  a potential world-class game park. The block is approx. 186,155 hectares and makes up 10% of the eas t  coast  
of Cape Jork. I suppose t h a t  t h i s  develop "a t  any cost" mentality t h a t  our society has is  pre t ty  important in  thesheme of 
things.  Jus t  seems to me tha t  a few individuals make a l o t  of money, b u t  the r e s t  of us a r e  forever paying for  i t .  

IN N 5 W ME ILLAWARRA ALSO LOOKS LIKE IT MAY LOOSE MORE OF ITS LIllLE REMNANT RAINFOREST 
There was a recent i t a n  Ynn Sydney's once m s t  highly regarded paper t h a t  21 ha of ra in fores t  on the lower slopes of the Escarpment 
owned by Australias l a rges t  C q a n y ,  BHP be destroyed f o r  a housing "development'. There has been sonme s o r t  of a trade-off prap- 
osed i n  return f o r  t h l s  b i t  a$ extra  p r o f f t  t o  BHP; they of fe r  around 100 ha o f  upper slopes vegetation t h a t  could be added t o  
the Illawarra S ta te  Recreation Area. Thfs area i s  too steep to ever be "developedn and t h e  proposed " g i f t ' 9 i l l  r esu l t  in  a sav- 
ing on ra tes  and land taxes on such "worthlessn real estate .  
The big austral ian fur ther  proved its eth'lcs t o  the camunity a few mnths a f t e r  t h a t  proposal when i t  was fined $20,000 on a 
pollution charge in one of its rubbish dumps a t  Port Kembla The judge, in  finding BHP g u i l t y ,  once again, said tha t  since 1975 
the  company had had 22 convictions f o r  pol lut ion offenses, seven of  them f o r  a i r  pol7ution.The Financial Review (10/3 93) t e l l s  
i t  a l l !  

SOME FEEDBACK ON THE ITEM ON CANE TOADS 
Gary Daly who i s  a fauna consultant was in te res ted  i n  t h i s  description as he j u s t  wr i t t en  an a r t i c l e  on these, and wanted t o  get 
in touch with Bill  to  find out further d e t a i l s  on his  experiences. Gary said tha t  his  information on distribution l i s ted  a 
breeding population a t  Lennox Head- coastal northern NSW. 
Another foment  fwm Hugh Hlchalsan i s  t h a t  a study l a s t  year near Afstonvflie (near LIsmom HSW), In a variety of habi tats  
showed no evidence o f  toads 4n forest  areas ,  and the  mast favoured s l t e s  were open grasslands w f  th water such as fs found an 
gol f  courses. Real ises  the papulation a f  toads a t  lawn HI31 is cancentrated Sn Uhe f o r e s t  areas  probably because that  I s  the 
only source of water. Toads have been i n  k l s  area (also near Ltsmore) fo r  many years alang the coast and In cleared farm lands 
b u t  with no sfgn of them y e t  in  forested areas ,  Though toads have been shown t o  encourage toads expansionjst tendencies, the 
soariing of S ta te  Forests mntioned wil l  not necessari'ly encourage colonies of toads wlthln Iforested sreas ,  O f  course such roads 
a r e  knowlj t o  encotirPage the 'Invaston of ca t s  and faxes Jnto prevlausly pr i s t ine  areas. 
Ed. f keep my flngers erassed that  future generat'rans of these out of place creatureswi'll abide by the ru les ,  and avoid'Booyong' 
1 iacr the plague tha t  I belleve &;leg are  I 

SOME NAME CHANGES MAT MAY BE N E W  TO Y O U  

(As some were t o  me, Ed.) Thank you Alex Palmer f o r  these, and yes Alex, I 've stopped cringing I The things some people do to 
earn a quid. (Botanists of course). Anyway here a r e  the l a t e s t  t h a t  I now know about. 0 _,* 

Baloghia inophylla (was B. luclda) Toona c l l  i a t a  (was T. a u s t r a l i s )  Melicope m i  crococca ( once Euodia micrococca) 
Melicope ef teryana (was Euodia elleryana) A FERN Calochtaena dubia (from Culclta dubia) and even more dublous i s  the weed 
t h a t  i s  somrtimtts found i n  rainforest s i tua t ions  - Protoasparagus densiflorus (was Asparagus densiflorus) . 
I again leave myself open, but I do sometimes think tha t  maybe t h o ~ e ' ~ e s ~ l e  who do s o  much research and who spend so mny s f  
t h e i r  days with minds gainfully occup.led, might be a l i t t l e  more roductive and be vast ly  more useful, environmental2y, f f  they 
were a b i t  more physically active and dld some (on the face of it! mom prac t ic i l  w6ik . i  ltke^runn$ing weeds or  doing compiete 
and on-going plant surveys, researching ra re  and endangered species, o r  best of all', t ryfng t a  educate po l i t i c ians ,  decislon 
makers and bureaucra.ts. We wight then get  somewhere. 

WELL MATS ONE WAY TO OVERCOME ANY RISK OF LOSING RARE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
What a good idea I .  A South Coast (NSW) controversy t h a t  probably won't be won by us good'guys, accordlng t o  Gary Daly,is a 
proposal by the local Shire Council - Shoalhaven - t o  put In*an access road into the Bomaderry Creek area, even though the 
t r a f f i c  flow does not warrant it. There a r e  several rare  and endangered species there,  Eucalyptus l ange i l ,  and an undescrlbed 
Zferia  which has ovate, halry leaves but does not appear t o  s e t  vlable seeds. 

The Council resolved thesee problems wtth the Zfer fa  by s t r ik ing  cuttings of f t 'and then s ta ted  t h a t  i t  was now c o m n  fn cu l t -  
ivat lon so there should n w  be no problem with bulldozlng the natural population and I t s  associated ecosystem, I f  these fac t s  
a m  rfght  G a v ,  thats  a wonderful solution - sfmple resul ts  from sfmple people. Do people actual ly vote t o  have suck as  them 
administer t h e i r  a f f a i r s  down your way ? Don't answer that  - you should see some of the  representatives around this  way ! 

AUSTRALIAN FLORA FOUNDATION 1993 1994 SPECIAL RESEARCH GRANTS 

I was sent  an Item from the Foundation advising t h a t  they are  ca l l ing  for applications (closing 30th J U ~ Y )  t o  support research 
i n t o  the biology or  cul t fvatfon of Native plants  with c o m r c i a l  f lo r icu l tu re  potent ial .  I t  is envisaged tha t  three or  four of 
these projects will  be available th i s  year ,  and next, each of about 3 - 5,DQO dollars .  I t  has been suggested that  leaders o r  
members of SGAP Study Groups May be in a -. pasl t lon . t o  I take A.. a d ~ a n t a g e ~ t f  .+...I*..- t h $ ~ ~ n ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ; l  ;;;e;;:h28$ani;iney 2001. 
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