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" Forecasting is very difficult, especially if {t is about the future " ( The prolific philosopher Anon. )

A'S G AP CONFERENCE AT SYDNEY 25 TH SEPT. TO 1ST OCTOBER

As previously mentioned, our Group was given the opportunity to gain some publicity at the conference, on the evening of Tues
28th Sept. I appreciate the citer by Heien Joyce of Zastwood to organise this display, and also Helen-Tranter of Robertson (the
Yarrawa Brush lady) is also willing to assist. Thank you too, Helen. I hope to be there as well, so between us all we should be
able to have an effective PR event. However, we need appropriate material for the display - canyou help ?

Helen suggests the following ftems would be needed :- Rainforest Posters; A Comprehensive Tist of Rainforest Nurseries;
Catalogues of Individual Nurseries; (0 K John, Hugh & Nan, David and the rest of you - here is a golden opportunity to public-
ise your enterprise); Relevant Books; Seed to Sell at a Nominal Price; Charts listing Group Activities and the Benefits to
Others e.g. meetings, field trips, newsletter topics, etc. Any of you with artistic interests who could assist us with these ?
and anything else that you feel would add to our display.

If you have any items-to assist us, would you be able to get them to me or to Helen Joyce - (6 Lansdowne St. Eastwood 2122). We
could recompense you for any reascnable costs involved. We would be limited in displaying live plants though (delicate carpets)
but flowers, fruits and foliage should be OK. Please think about this opportunity and assist where passible. If you happen to
be going to the conference, your physical presence during the evening would be appreciated too.

NEW MEMBERS
We have a goodly number of new recruits to welcome-this month - we all extend the warmest of welcomes to you all and trust that
you will become most involved with our various activities. New memers are -

1 have written to Maria Pesavento at Atherton thanking her for her contributions over the years and expressing regret at her
resignation from the Group (her circumstances have changed and she is now more involved with dry country plants). Others who
have presumably departed the Group, as they have not renewed their subs. despite a couple of reminders. also are thanked for

their previoys membership. Maybe they will rejoin at a later time.

AN UPDATE ON INDIVIDUAL AND LOCAL PROJECTS SUGGESTION

Helen Joyce is interssted in researching Stenocarpus sinuatus and some of the other Proteaceae, but wonders if we could do a
list of endangered species, this may be an incentive for members to do somethiné”fhem. I could (eventually) do a 1ist but won-
der i7 somebedy may like to take on the preparation of 2 listing a5 their own particular project ? I know that Lloyd Bird has
lots of info. on this subject, and it may be jdeal if a member not too far from Ipswich who could easily 1iaise with Lloyd
would like to start this one? If Lloyd is agreeable of course. ’

North Qld. Proteaceae are a major interest for Nick Hockey, and as finance becomes available to him he wants to buy as many of
them as possible to plant out in his rainforest plots, and would be happy to record details of growth rates, water & fertilizer
requirements, frost & wind tolerance etc from his experiences at Bowraville NSW, as well as collating other growers results.
Paul Brady is happy to participate with me on looking at Euphobjaceae as there are a number of Glochidion ferdinandi on their
black, some of considerable size. Would somebody further north do something similar with G. sumatranum, because the more 1 hear
about this plant, the more impressed I am with its phenomenal growth rate. This one is found from the NSW north coast to Iron
Range, as well as WA and NT and 1t would be best if someone at an area where it grows naturally did that research.

Information on my chosen project was also sent to me by Elizabeth Baxter, Betty Rymer, Steve Tornquist, and Tony Stockley -
thank you one and all for your assistance.

A NEW STUDY GROUP  FORMED THE GARDEN DESIGN STUDY GROUP ~ AND IT SEEKS OUR ASSISTANCE

The leader --Diana Snape of 3 Bluff St East Hawthorn Vic 3123 - has written to me seeking the assistance of our Group, saying
that one of their priorities is to establish a Tist of "proven“Aust. native plants that are considered being reliable under the
conditions generally described for them in the various literature. Plants should alse be reasonably readily available from Nur-
series, SGAP, Seedbanks etc. Would our RFSG compile such a 1ist for the Design Group 7 It certainly doesn't have to he a comp-
lete 1ist, just those we think of as being quite reliable and generally available. Maybe the 1ist could be dfvided into categ-
ories ~ trees, shrubs, climbers, ground covers, etc. Oh! I omitted to say that it is Rainforest species that we nominate.

If some of our Group has the time to put something together and so encourage the Designers to seriously consider R/F plants,
could you send details to me so we can pass it on through this Newsletter tog ?. Diana suggests that we should initially concen-
trate on species suitable to Victoria as that is where the bulk of their membership is so far located.

THERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF CORRESPONDENCE SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER

Which is just great ! Most of it has.been acknowledged in this one, but I!ve kept some of it till later, due to lack of space.
So please bear with me if your contribution has not yet been passed on, and do keep your ideas and knowledge coming along, so
that I can duly pass it on to the Group.




NEWS FROM MEMBERS

It's dry around South East Q1d. at the moment, at least in from the coast. Both ESTHER TAYLOR and NORM McCARTHY mentioned this
problem recently. Esther has had to spend a lot of time at the end of a hose, while Norm is fortunate in having a bore with good
quality water but says that while this is keeping everything alive, nothing seems to progress without rain. Toowoomba has had a
mere 10" in the 9 months to late April.

NEIL HOY from Rockhampton raises a couple of jtems of concern - there has been a recent reprint of David Jones “Rainforest Plants"
and the cover photo appears to feature the introduced Guinea Grass in the foreground, could it have been introduced from the

roadway from which the photo was taken? Neil wonders if our Group should look at the impact of quick growing and seeding exotic
grasses on R/F verges and also in Euc. forest regeneration. Also, the subject of Biodiversity is not being given the attention

that it should be getting. A Roma cattle producer, Jock Douglas is chair of Qld. Land Care Council and is actively promoting
conservation of Biodiversity to that States cattle producers as he believes that government authorities are not active in that field

New member, DON McCLINTOCK of the Gosford (near Sydney) area has 2% acres with some remnant Sydney Bluegum forest and wants to
gain an insight into the regeneration and propagation of rainforest generally.(His district once had valuable rainforest, but
it was cleared prﬁtty quickly in the early days for agriculture. Even though it was productive, it is now being subdivided for
urban living. Ed.

According to BEVERLY CROFT of Tyagarah, northern NSW has been dry as well, This has slowed down their planting, though local
environmental issues have taken up a Jot of their time. Byron Shire has now got the "development bug" due to the complacency of
residents who allowed their then "Green“ Council representatives to be changed. Those who are worried that the Shire will end up
as another western Sydney are taking a positive view rather than constantly knocking every proposal. They have produced an alter-
nate 'Vision and Planning Policies” booklet for Byron Shire (23 pages, $5 posted) which they are trying to gain wider support.

It is felt that with sensible planning and strict environmental protection, the area could still fit in a higher population but
retain its natural areas and its prime agricultural land.

Another of our new members, GORDON ROWLAND, has recently graduated and is now designing native gardens. He is now coming around
to the realisation that rainforest plants are often more suited to inner city gardens than many of the other plants that people
are more familiar with. (Ed. See later item on the Garden Design Study Group who are also interested in this field)

The one and only rainforest in Sweden, that of THOMAS CARLSSON is thriving. Unlike one of our Syney members who lost his Capparis
arborea in his winter, Thomas has raised 4 seedlings from 5 seeds. He adds that of his well-established plants, a Hymenosporum
flavum is now 2.5m, as is one of the Brachychiton discolor and 5 Pararchidendron pruinosums. Already at 3 metres is a Bwchychiton
australis. When he wrote in April (their spring) day-time temperatures were around 12°C. and he was getting prepared to plant
out some of the many Alpinea caerulea that he has raised. (I've said it before - he definitely has a “green thumb".If I was weal-
thy enough, 1'd even consider paying his fare to 0z and have him pass on some of his tips to the Group! Ed.)

ALEX LYONS is back home at Valla after several weeks in a Sydney hospital following surgery. We all wish him a speedy recovery
and know that he will soon be back into the fray full time.

A couple of our members made the “Greening Aust® workshop at the NSW South Coast in March - JO BENYON and HELEN TRANTER. As

well we obtained a new member from it. Jo found the occasion most interesting and mentioned that the speakers urged that only
local species be planted as past experience has resulted in so much damage to our natural areas by plants (and animals) that
have escaped from domestic situations, so we should all stop and think before planting something which could later become a pest.
(Ed. 1 see that Jo is making her own writing paper. Nice to see that someone else is recycling things too)

HELP !t THIS TYPEWRITER IS PLAYING UP. ANYONE OUT THERE ABLE TO DO A QUICK SERVICE ON IT IN BETWEEN INSPECTING THE LOCAL RAIN-
FOREST ?? It is an IBM model 82 and made in Canada. Don't know wheter I need a mechanic or an electrician.really.

TWO WEEKENDS AWAY IN THE BARRINGTON TOPS AREAS RAINFORESTS (ONE IN JUNE  THE OTHER IN JULY)

JUNE 26th to 28th FAMILY WEEKEND AT GLOUCESTER RIVER Gloucester River Camping Area is in a small island of National
Park 30 km west of Gloucester and off the Bucketts Way. The camping area is in an open grassy spot before the road climbs to
Gloucester Plateau. Plenty of room for children to play and have fun. Two walks start from the camping area through Temperate
R/F with 2 more walks through Beech Forest on the Plateau. FACILITIES :- Pit Toilets, clear river water and a few fireplaces.
BYO ;- Tables, chairs, Gas cookers and warm clothes.

TRAVELLING FROM SYDNEY :-By the Freeway to Newcastle then Pacific Hwy. to Raymond Terrace. Take the Bucketts way turn-off about
10km before Karuah. Turn off Bucketts onto Gloucester Tops Rd 4 km north of Stratford (9 km south of Gloucester).Sealed for

11 kms, the last 19 km is dirt. SUGGESTED MAPS :-(Both Trips) CMA Tourist Map of Barrington Top$ and Gloucester Distr ict:
Barrington Top$ State Forests (NSW Forestry Comm): CMA 1:25000 Topographical Series-Barrington Tops

JULY 17th, 18th, 19th ALLYN RIVER STATE FOREST 'WHITE ROCK CAMPING AREA There are plenty of easy walks of varying lengths
that can be easily reached from the campsite, but for the more adventurous the following walks will be of interest.

1 : Gilwinga Route full day wilderness walk through a variety of rainforest types. ONLY SUITABLE FOR FIT ADULTS. This walk does
not follow a graded track, some navigation skills are necessary. This walk begins at Mt. Allyn (1000m elevation) following the
ridge 1ine over Mt. Lumeah before entering the heavily forested saddle of Mt. Gunwama, then descends 800m to the river where there
is excellent Sub Tropical Rainforest. The last 1% hours are along a fire trail. .

2 : Exploration of Paterson River. Hopefully we will find the reputedly spectacular gorge. The starting point for this walk
will be Mt. Allyn ' '

The Allyn River State Forest is about 3 hours from Northern Sydney - the route is Maitland - Paterson - Gresford - Ecclesfield -
then 30 minutes of dirt road. Jeremy and Sue Trahair have again organised these weekends for the Group ---
For more details of these activities, phone them - after hours - at (02) 451 5086.

FURTHER -COMMENTS ON OUR GROUP BECOMING INVOLVED ‘WITH SIMILAR ASSOCIATIONS OVERSEAS

Several members have written on this suggestion that was mentioned in our last Newsletter, all of them in favour of some form

of liaison. Colin Andersen of Lapstone near Sydney likes the idea, if we can Tocate appropriate groups. He has already branched
out into tropical fruit trees, and has some unusual species from Tropical South America. He also has 2 contacts for seed exchange
(in Brazil and Chile) whose primary interest is in edible fruit and nut plants.

Paul Brady believes we should first deal with groups in our region - e PNG:Indonesia:Singapore:Malaysia. The flora of these
countries forms a continuity to our own. He continues "I remember. whilst Tiving in Singapore, concern by local conservationists
of the continual lopping of trees by the authorities resulting 1n the destruction of epiphytic orchids. Dealing with such Groups
can only encourage their mission, a difficult one given the stress on development at all costs. There could be some useful exch-
ange of information and experience between the groups. Perhaps also interchange of seeds for trials, maybe some Australian species
could find their way into gardens in those countries" .. Paul mentioned that he has a refence to a Malayan Nature Society which

has a branch in Singapore, and suggests that another useful starting point could come through Botanical Gardens.

Steve Tornquist grows, as has been previously mentioned, a number of SE Asian R/F species from seed and is quite keen on us
exchanging whatever with overseas people. Also, Hugh Nicholson thinks the idea is a good one. He is not sure how to go about
establishing contact with such Groups, but has undertaken to keep a lookout for any.

Obviously there is a high degree of interest in this proposal, all we need now is for one of you to take on the position -
should we call it something 1ike"Overseas R/F Contacts Co-ordinator"?But please don't knock me over in the rush !
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RESULTS OF THE RECENT QUESTIONAIRRE SEEKING MEMBERS VIEKS.

Some 65 forms have so far been returned with subscription renewals, 70% of the number sent out. Thank you for giving me your
thoughts on the way the newsletter is set out and suggestions for broadening its content. 1 breathe a sigh of relief that in
giving you the opportunity to throw brickbats and bouquets at me, the latter were in the majority. Phew .

0f the newsletter size, 60 say that it is about right, 3 felt that it is too big, but 2 think it is too small. Three members
would like more frequent issues. Three commented that the print is too small, but 1 don't know how this problem can be over-
come (other than by reducing the size or increasing the number of pages, which together with greater postage, would increase

the cost quite considerably?. Would one of those special reading magnifyirg lenses be of assistance to those who, unlike me,
are long sighted. (My big problem is short sightedness - people often ask me “what is that bird in the tree over there ?"

but sometimes 1 have to reply - "a bird 7 I can't even see the bloody tree !")

Now as te newsietter content :- Naturally Propagation/Cultivation items are the most popular, with 33 people including this
as @ recent topic of importance. 15 members found every topic n® interest and 5 felt that most were. Other subjects of int-
erest nominated are - '

Plant/Tree of the Month - 9 Wildlife association/Insect/Animal topics - 8

Rainforest locations/Field descriptions - 7 Conservation/Protection Issues - 7 News from Members - 5
Regeneration experiences/weed removal - 3 Elwyn Hegarty's "The Climbers” - 3 “Unseen Threat to the Forest" - 3
Other items nominated by one or two members were - seed bank news: meetings/outings: English meanings of piant names:

Educative aspects/book reviews: Research suggestions/involvement: maintain accent on conservation/environment: appreciation
of concise heading descriptions for later reference.

Criticisms were - 3 members somewhat unhappy with political/philosophical comments, one comsiders that it is not user friendly
to busy pegple and that {tems of futerest can he-sometimes missed. "Gossip" shomld be limited in favour of*hard news" was
aiother suggestioni. Three wcabers feel that the $5 subscription is too low, and did put their mosney "where their mouth is"
anrd have donated extra te our Group. (Our funds are >dequate for zur needs, but it must be admitted that this is in part be-
cause)of the generosity of soms Regions, Groups, and individuals who have subscribed extra, and therefore subsidising thc rast
of us).

But the best of all is that 26 people have promised (and I have your signed undertakings in a local bank's safe custody) to
write articles for future newslietters |

Thank you, one and a1i, for your interest and thoughts on our Group's future direction. It will be difficult (impossible ?)
to satisfy everyone's desires, but I will try. With your assistance of course.

FURTHER RESULTS ON THE QUESTIONAIRRE - TOPICS _REQUESTED FOR INCLUSION 1IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS.
Bird or other wildlife attracting plant species head the 1ist with 4 members seeking information. Other requests for subjects
to be covered are - Details of species of economic value (see Ralph Woodford's Plantation item in this newsletter, for in-

stant gratification): Effective cat deterrents (have you tried Citriobatus pauciflorus and perhaps even better for humans
too - Maclura Cochinchensis ?}: We should liaise with overseas rainforest organisations; Species for wild food and medic-
inal uses: Results of efforts at growing epiphytes: Urban experiences of rainforest plantinos: Technical descriptions of
transition between different types of rainforest and other vegetation {are these ecotones ?):  Special preparation of difficult
seeds prior to sowing: Details of construction and effectiveness of various nesting/resting boxes for birds and mammals:
Comparative studies of fauna in changed rainforest situations: Results of propagation from seed: Details of seed viability:
More items on propagation and/or grafting: iews from Batanic Gardens [any members "friends of" out there 7):  Further hort-
icultural results in growing rainforest species: A comprehensive descripticn of Australian Palms and their requirements:
Detailed results of extensive Coachwood plantings: Scientific comparisons of benefits of rainforest as ayains® other land
. based ecosystems: Experiences of those overcoming problems encountered during replanting: Items sorting out botanical con-
fusions of rainforest: . Organising or assisting with a project {Brisbane area? on naming many of.the as yet unnamed trees on
the various forest walks: More in depth write ups on environmental/conservation problems.

A1l contributions on the above subjects will be greatly appreciated.

ON THE ROAD WITH JEREMY AND SUE FROM SYDNEY 'TO STANTHORPE AND BSEYOND

“The Groups March Barrington Tops weekend was the beginning of a 3 week camping holiday for the Trahairs. We made our way to
Girrawean National Park on the Q1d. border where we spent 4 enjoyable days ( no rainforest, but the beautiful wildflowers, local
raspberry fam - $5 kilo - and nearby wineries made up for it ). Our next stop was Bunya Mountains N. P., camping at Burton's
Well just at the edge of the rainforest. If you haven't been to Bunya yet, I reccomend that you do so, soon. There are many mag-
nificent trees, with the rainforest varying from dry to sub-tropical. The network.of graded walks allows you to see it all,

Then down to Goomburra State Foresi Pary, wiiiin 1S veumcei fuii Rasge and Mb, Mictal~ N P's, { 1 understand that there is a prop
osal to add the rainforest here into the National Parks). There are several walks to choose from - our favourite was the Cascade
walk which took us 6 hours as it is steep in patches, but most enjoyable. During a refreshing swim in one of the waterholes,it
felt funny as a school of 1ittle fish nibbled our toes. The drive to Sylvesters and Castle Lookout is also well worth it, but
unfortunately the Auraucaria walk was too overgrown with Nettles and Raspberry to be any good. .

Back in NSW we really enjoyed the walk to the peak of Mt. Warning, fortunately young bana walked/ .climbed all the way. While we
were in the area we walked to Brummies Lookout, did the Amuaroo Walk (don't be put off by the terrible weeds at the start), and
visited Victoria Park Nature Reserve where we werz reminded of how beautiful the area was before it was cleared. We stopped at .
Woilomombi Falis, further south and walked to the bottom of the Falls to the Macleay River. We wouldn't do it again - far too
dangerous 3s handrails and steps have coilapsed on a very steep, loose siope. There arepockets of interesting Dry Rainforest

in parts of the Gorge, '

Our last stop was iWokc N.P. near Gloucester. The walk to the cliff face passes through a great stand“of Booyong, but afterwards
both our girls -were covered with tiny ticks from head tn toe. Jcanna had mere than 100 which we had to remove by using a razof
as they were too small for tweezers. We visited two nurseries on this trip and can recuiiicnd both - David Ratcliffe's at Raymof’
Terrace and Celidon Nursery at Numinbah Gap where 1 was able to buy good sized Oreocarpus wickhamii & Sustromyrtus bidwillii af
very reasonable prices.* 5. .

AND A QUICK TRIP SOUTH WITH CONNIE AND IAN McPHERSON

They seized on a bargain holiday in Tasmania - 7 days Heritage B & B's, drive your own vehicle. They thought Tassie was just )
great, with lots of attractions so close, although it was most irritating that, as you hand your money over for the Pieman Rive’
Cruise to see the operater's 4WD with the sticker "Greens Cost Jobs" (Ed. What does he think tourism does, and aren't we environ-
mentally concerned ? Anyway Connie that's one less Redneck in NSW, and heaven knows there's plenty of them already on our North
Coast). Returning through Victoria, an opportunity to take a 2 hour boat trip through the Barmah Redgum wetlands wastaken, and
greatly enjoyed

A SURPRISING AMOUNT OF RAINFOREST IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

Connie also mentioned an item heard on radio {Green & Practical) commenting that the NT has over 2000 Tittle patches of rain-
forest that are being investigated by the NT Conservation Dept., some of which will go into Reserves and others that are on
private property will be recommended to be maintained by the landholders, and advice on how to care for them will be given. For
instance even a cleared surround would help avoid wildfire. This is good news as these Monsoon forests are of value, but most

Lt
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SUNDRY PROPAGATION COMMENTS

-

SOME FAST GERMINATION RESULTS:- A report from Claire Shackell to Esther advised that of 10 species of seed obtained from our
'Bank' and sown on the lst of Feb. Cardwellia sublimis; Nauclea orientalis; and Orthothylax glaberrima were up on lst March -
in just one month. On the l4th March, Pittosporum rhombifolium and Mackinlava macrosciadia had germinated, while Toechima

tenax took less than a month, up on 20th Feb. -

Another 4 had not germinated at that time - Hodgkinsonia ovatiflora; Polyscias elegans *; Geitnoplesium cymosum #; and
Trochocarpa laurinad . Esther checked her own plantings of these four and alsoc had no results, E

%*This can be a most difficult one to germinate ( See Ralph Woodford's comments in N7L No.13)

# 1 suspect Geitnoplesium can take ages and may even require some pre-sowing treatment of the seed., Personal experience indicates
that Trochcarpa will take up to 12 months, even longer at times {certainly in Sydney) to germinate, so patience is needed here.

GROWING ON IN 40L GROBAGS:- Nick Hotkey gives an update on his trials of getting plants really advanced, out of the ground. He
recently sold two of those plants, at 3 years a Flindersia brayleana was 15 feet high and was the biggest of all the species

(as would prbably be expected), He has transplanteéd a few of his stock into the ground, and all have been a good success. On
transplanting them he found that the root systenshad nowhere filled the bag volume, despite being good above ground size. He
wonders that if he left trees in the bags long enough for the roots to "fi11" the bags before planting them out, would he have
enormously big trees, far too big to handle ? Transport would also be a big problem, so he is presently checking out smaller vol-
ume bags. Nick says he has given up on a couple of species - Toona ciliata (too much damage from Tip Moth) and Rhodosphaera
rhodanthema - again through tip damage from, he thinks, a web-making caterpillar,

BRACHYCHITON MUELLERIANA and EUCRYPHIA MOOREI GERMINATION:- Esther mentions a mixed result from these two. Of 15 Brachychitons
sown, 13 germinated, but the Eucryphia attempt (a good while ago)was a failure. She has tried again with this one, using some of
the seed sent by Steve Tornquist. -

TRISTANIA NERIIFOLIA:- There has been some discussion on T..neriifelia/ T. laurina in NSW's “Native Plants” and possible mix-up
in the trade. Alex Palmer bought a-T: neriifolia (from a big stock) from a Sydney nursery, Annangrove Grevilleas, who told him
they just grow them from cuttings, and are easy.

HARD TO GROW, OR HARD TC GBTAIN:- These are two problem areas for Graham Nosworthy of Brisbane way. He would like some information
on others experiences with Orites excelsa; Triunea youngiana; Oreocallis pinnata; Floydia praelta; Acmena hemilampra; and
Akania lucens that he would 1ike to succeed with. Those 31??3cu1t to obtain are Austromyrtus frgrantissima; A. inophloia;

oricarpa leptopetala; Ocrosia moorei; Davidsonia sp. (Mu11umbimb¥=; Milletia australis; Sophora fraseri; Xanthostemon
oppositifolius; Pittosporum oreillyanum; Randia moorei; Planchonella eerwahs Codonocarpus attenuatus; Uwenia ceplodora to
mention just a few (!) Anyone able to point Graham in the right direction to pick up some of these ¢

ENTADA PHASEOLOIDES (MATCH BOX BEAN) COULD BE BIG TROUBLE:- Graham advised that he thought tt best to take out his specimen, for
although it had been planted for just 4 months and despite it getting little water, it climbed to about 9 metres and Tooked like
taking over his shade house ! Anyone else tried this beauty ?

TREATMENT OF BORERS:- Richard Wickam from San Remo Vic. thought that members may be interested in this. He hadn't any success
with the wire method, but finds that Yates "Stay Safe" is 100% effective, doesn't harm young trees, and it seems to be less harm-
ful to the environment than other products. He cleans the sawdust away from the insects entry hole and gives a short spray into
that, Quite often the grub will emerge, to be dealt with between finger and thumb; otherwise they seem to die inside the trunk,
(Ed. 1 have found that the old Metho. is pretty good, too. It also needs to be squirted right into the hole, and I use a small
syringe (usually obtained from a friendly vet.) for this job. Results seem to be the same as Richard found; they efther come out
quickly or else seem to die in their shelter).

ELAEOCARPUS GRANDIS FROM CUTTINGS:- Rhoda Jeavons, another new member from near Gosford writes that she has successfully grown
these . She also suspects that tube-size trees they bought from Qld. Forestry were also from cuttings. (Rhoda puts in a good word
for Forestry, corsiders them to be the most co-operative people).

ACRONYCHIA IMPERFGRATA :- Considered to be a very useful, hardy plant by Elizabeth Baxter of Kenmore Q. It stands up well to the
sea winds on the coast; is a most attractive glossy small tree and seeds freely, although they can be difficult to germinate at
times. However they grow readily from root suckers- just chop around under the tree and it suckers. They have rather ndd,thick
roots that resemble parsnips. Elizabeth seems very impressed with this plant, and if it is this hardy, it would be useful in
very many situations,

IS ALECTRYON TOMENTOSUM A WEED IN CERTAIN AREAS 7:- Bart Hacobian is concerned about this one being included in a 1ist put out by
the Bushland Weeds Education Group published in March 1993 Native Plants for NSW. It has such illustrious company as Privet,
Bamboo and Cape Ivy, but Bart has never seen our Hairy Alectryon as a problem. (Ed. Neither have we, and as most of you are

aware we lzzyears employment in many Sydney Reserves as Bush Regenerators and found not a one gone feral). The 1isting seemed

to refer to the Sydney area, but perhaps they drew on details from far away locations. Have any of you members seen this quite
attractive rainforest plant out of control ?

GERMINATION OF MALLOTUS PHILIPPENSIS:- 1 feel a bit more relaxed about my usual fajlures with this one, now that one of our exp-
erts admits similar experiences. Hugh Nicholson wrote * I have been trying for years with little success. Last year I collected
seed which appeared viable but had poor germination, and yet mysteriously, we have had an on going probiem during summer of M.
philippensis germinating as weeds in pots of other plants throughout the nursery. A month ago I stumbled across a group of trees
which were a sight for sore eyes. As you will know, the panicle of red capsules about a %cm in diameter colour the tree in summ-
er, On the trees { found, the covering of the fruits had dropped off to expose shiny black seeds. These were firm when pressed
between finger and thumb so presumably are viable. I will keep you posted ",

AND ON AUSTROMYRTUS BIDWILLII:- Hugh peints out %hat this is one of those rainforest trees which ripen their fruit a few each
day over quite a long time. This is to provide food for birds which travel routinely past the plant each day to eat any ripe fruit
so dispersing the seeds as far and wide as possible. For this reason it is easy to miss seeing the ripe black fruit, and very
hard to collect any quantity for propagation purposes. I have collected fruit in this area (Nthn. Nswg,in February and March in
previous years - none this year."

SEED GROWING EXPERIENCES OF A SYDNEY MEMBER:- Lots of info. from Paul Brady. After saying that the two seedlings of Capparis
arborea that I posted to him, bare rooted, last'year survived for about 3 months but died during the cold weather. About the same
time, germinating seeds of Bunya Pine also rotted away. These and other experiences are. lead ing him to concentrate on propagat-
fon in the warmer months. (Ed. many others agree with that proposition Paul). He continues —

"1 have had some luck with some of the seeds from you whén at Eastwood. From those seeds I have planted out a number of Trema
aspera {mawimum Im) and a number of plants of Emmenosperma alphitonioides, Pararchidendron pruinosum, Planchonella australis,
and Syzigium paniculatum all of which are either planted out or are reaching good sizes in pots. Like some of our other members,
I had no Juck with the Commersonia bartramia and Cissus antarctica. A number of other species such as Ficus obliqua and Pittos-
porum venulosum germinated but died in small seedling pots during winter. )

I am generally finding that poor results come from sowing seed, fresh or otherwise, from the middle of autumn onwards. Seed I
collected near Mt. Warning in April and sown soon after being collected had virtually no germination til1l about November. This
repeated the experience I had with the seed obtained from you (ie autumn sowing and late spring/early summer germination."

SEED BANK LISTING REQUESTS (AND OFFERS) TO ESTHER TALOR 74 FRANCIS ST RAYMONDS HILL IPSWICH Q. 4305

We change the format this time. Refer to the last Newsletter for other species still available.

SEEDS QUTOF STOCK :- Alectryon tomentosus, Brachychiton australis, Callitri$ cayleyii, Doryanthes excelsa, Eucryphia moorei,
Mackinlaya macrosiala, Polyscias elegans. NEW SEEDS :- Abrophyllium ornans, Brachychiton bidwillii, Gmelina fasciculi-
flora, Notelaea microcarpa, Peltophorum pterocarpum, Tasmannia stipitata, Tristaniopsis laurina. Psycotria loniceroides.




-5 -

PLANT FAMILY OF THE MONTH -  ESCALLONIACEAE

There are 160 species world wide, but they are predominately distributed in Australasia and South America. In Australia there
are 7 genera and 20 species. Tasmania is poorly represented with just one, an endemic Anopterus. Victoria misses out comp-
letely, while in NSW only two are found south of the Illawarra - Polyosma cunninghamfrorth from Batemans Bay and Quintinia
sieberi starting from the Shoalhaven (Nowra area). The seven species in NSW described by Alex Floyd in his "Rainforest Trees®
are Abrophyllum ornans, Anopterus macleayanus, Argophyllum nullumense, Cuttsia viburnea, Polyosma cunninghamii, Quintinia
sieberi and Q. verdonii which extend into Qld. Corokia whiteana is restricted to the NSW Nightcap Range (near Lismore). Six
Polyosma species grow only in Nth Qld, as do %o Argophyllums and 2 Quintinias. Alex states that of the NSW group, all are
only shrubs or small trees except for Q. sieberi which has occasionally been logged.

TWO PLANTS OF THE MONTH ===~ ABROPHYLLUM ORNANS AND CUTTSIA VIRBURNEA

During a racent bushwalk along an old logging track we noticed these two species of family Escalloniaceae growing side by side
and bearing mature fruits. They were both rather lanky, being in an area of scrubby regrowth. I was rather intrigued to find,
during identification that they belonged to the same family, for although vegetatively similar their fruiting structures were
entirely different. However, at maturity, Cuttsia is the larger plant, sometimes reaching 18 metres with a trunk to 25cm. dia.
while Abrophyllum seldom exceeds 8m. Floyd makes the point that without flowers or fruit it can be difficult to distinguish
these species from each other and both have "Native Hydrangea” listed among their common names. Leaves are VERY similar, about
10 - 20cm long, toothad, green both sides and with distinct venation which is raised below.

Now we get to the differences between them. Abrophyllum branchlets are slender, green and hairy, without lenticels while those
on Cuttsia are moderately thick, smooth, sometimes green but often purple and marked by small, white elongated lenticels.
Although both flower at the same time of the year - October to December - Cuttsias are white, honey scented in large (about 10cm
dia.) terminal panicles but Abrophyllum flowers are in very short panicles,and are small greenish coloured and fragrant. But the
fruits are just so different - one a capsule, the other a berry that I was surprised they are of the same family.

Cuttsia ‘has the capsule, about 3mm long, egg shaped with several triangular valves, and.containing numerous dark-brownish tiny
seeds; Abrophyllum has a purple-black globular berry about 5mm dia., again with tiny brown seeds, but contained in a soft pulp.
I collected ripe seed of both near the end of April and sowed some immediately, but there is no gewuination as yet (early June)

But back to the similarities. The preferred habitat of both is along small watercourses within rainforest, on volcanic or sedim-
tary soils and in cool, moist situations. Abrophyllum though, has a greater distribution - from the NSW I1lawarra to Mcllwraith
Range NQ; Cuttsia is from here (Comboyne District) to Cunningham's Gap, but also along creeks in open forest as far as the
Blackdown Tableland in central Qld.

Propagation is “"from fresh seed", but good success has been reported from cuttings.
FURTHER READING - "Rainforest Trees of Mainland S.E. Australia". Alex Floyd. Inkata Press. 1989,

WALKING TRACK OF THE MONTH ( AND A GREAT CAMPING SPOT ) ALLYN RIVER STATE FOREST NEAR BARRINGTON TOPS N S W
Jeremy Trahair has written this item in conjunction with his report on the camp-out March weekend.

This activity at Allyn River was a good success with a total of 20 people attending, half from our R F S G and half from Warr-
inaah SGAP including 3 children who had a great time. Saturday morning was spent in exploring the rainforest around "Whité Rock"
then the Allyn wiver Raiuforest Trail starting at Peach Tree Picnic Area. The highlight of this walk for me is always the huge
Soapy Box, Citronella Moorei, 50m tall with very large buttresses and deeply fissured bark; the branches festooned with orchids
and other epiphytes. There are quite a few other outstanding plants including Ficus obliqua, Schizomeria ovata, Brachychiton
acerifolius, Doryphora sassafras and Casuarina cunninghamii. Young Kate Newling spotted a Carpet Snake on the way back. After
lunch, David and Beryl had to return to Byabarra (something about T V and the election results - it was an exciting night wasn't
it?) {Ed. We had to vote too !}. In the afternoon we walked down to the Williams River at Rocky Crossing where the daring, led
by Pat McRae and Carol Deane had a swim in the crystal clear water. There is a waterfall here, but too slippery for us to jump
into the water from a great height, but the water was most refreshing. The rain came at dinner time (can't really complain

about that in a rainforest, can you?) though it didn't prevent us from having a great evening, playing Carol's dubious Mrs. Fin-
ch's rummy and won by Kate Newling, a card sharp at 9 years of age!

Sunday was mostly spent around Mount Allyn (1000m elevation) and nearby Burraga Swamp. The cool temperate rainforest here is dom-
inated by Antarctic Beech - Nothofagus moorei, caxpy height about 30m. Other species observed included Caldcluvia paniculosa, the
Corkwood which appeared to have a reddish crown {1 think from the fruit), Orites excelsa - Prickly Ash, Doryphora sassafras, and
surprisingly a large Toona australis the Red Cedar, and a few Dendrocnide excelsa (Giant Stinging Tree). We also found a large
white slug, 6 cm long, and with a red diamond marking on its back.

Thanks to everyone who made it a good weekend by being there, and special thanks to David Ratcliffewho tried hard to find us.
(Sorry about the mix-up).

Ed. Thank you for this report, Jeremy, and for your efforts in organising this Group activity. I am really sorry that we coudn't
stay longer, but we did leave it too late to arrange a postal vote. Honestly.

/;é?:FOOD PLANT OF THE MONTH STERCULIA QUADRIFIDA FAMILY STERCULIACEAE ( THE PEANUT TREE )

(Quadrifida: alluding to the four division of flower). This handsome tree, growing in a Toowoomba garden, achieved a height of

6 metres in 10 years. In well drained soil (pH 5.6) it has flowered and set fruit with viable seed for the last two seasons. The
flowers are creamy white and lemon scented, though inconspicuous. The fruits are large, about golfball size and strikingly
orange red. When mature, they split open to reveal satiny, blue-black seeds. These are edible, raw or roasted, look and taste
1ike peanuts, and are of similar size.

This interéstimptree is endemic to coastal situations on well watered sites or at least close to streams. Its natural occurrence
is from northern NSW to Nth Australia and P.N.G. Conditions in this area are well suited to its growth and may result in the
tree reaching a height of 18m and cause 1t to be semi-deciduous. When grown inland and at higher altitudes it becomes fully
deciduous for a short period and its height is restricted to approx. 6m. It may be frost sensitive in cold areas and need prot-
ection when young.

Being of small stature when grown in the inland the tree is admirably suited for small gardens and even for streets and parks

in these areas. The upright habit, fresh green entire leaves (75mm x 45mm) and grey. persistent bark, make it decidedly attract-
jve for most situations. The tree, as first mentioned, grows among others. On its own, without competition, it could certainly
be greatly improved and be more densely foliaged.

Fresh seed taken from the tree germinated rapidly in 4 days. Set out in plastic tubes (50mm square x125mm deep) the young plants
are now 15cm high in 30 days. Two methods were used to germinate seed. The first was damp peat in a sealed plastic bag, and the
second was a damp mix of 1 part peat and 3 parts coarse sand in large 150mm (6") pots. Both techniques were equally successful.

From Norm McCarthy, Toowoomba Q.

A BIT MORE ON FIREFLIES

An interesting comment from Gary Daly points out that they have a greater range south than was-mentioned in last N/L. They occur
on his property at Nowra, where the numbers are increasing. He adds that there are also permanent colonies of glow-worms, as well
as locally rare Log Runners (birds). Qther exciting residents are Sooty Owls and Spotted Tafled Quolls, He reckons it is great
that a Quoll constructed a den in a downstairs ceiling and has taken up residence there, though he still misses Lhe chooks that
the Quoll cleaned up a while ago. Gary, wev'e all got to live !
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WAINFOREST CABINET TIMBER WOODLOT ... A JOINT PROJECT BETWEEN ROUS COUNTY COUNCIL, GREENING AUSTRALIA & DORROUGHBY FIELD STUDIES

he trees planted in this project have been growrt from seed collected locally (two exceptions to this are Flindersia CENTRE
Hrayleyana - Queensland maple and Agathis robusta -Kauri pine ) and then germinated and grown on at the Dorroughby Field Studies
rentre nursery. The trees have then been planted in situ by visiting groups of school children from the centre.

SITE PREPARATION: Existing Camphor laurels on the site were poisoned and cut dowh, the heads and branches being chipped to mulch
ithe trees after planting. Rows wére marked out and deep ripped with a single tine ripper to a depth of approximately 40 cms in
Tlate spring and left to settle for a few months before tree planting in autumn. In hindsight I'm sure the trees would have
performed better if the planting sites had have been cover cropped with a legume (ie Dolichos lablab or cow peas) and turned

in or slashed prior to planting in autumn. Growing a timber woodlot is the same as most farming practices, regular input and
the more of it, the more you'll get out of it., The gther aspect of site preparation I should have appreciated was the need for
wind breaks. This can be achieved through the right species selection but, many of our cabinet timber species are set back
markedly by wind damage, whéther it be from hot dry winds or cold winds or the sheer strength of the wind. So appropriate
windbreaks should accelerate tree growth considerably. The holes were dug and a good metre circle "“rounded up" around each one
prior to planting in autumn.

PLANTING TECHNIQUE: Each hole received a good heaped handful of "dynamic 1ifter" or a slow release plant pill in the later plan-
tings. The holes filled with water and the trees planted into a slurry, making sure the soil level in the pot corresponded tothe
natural ground level on completion of planting. After planting, each tree received two buckets of chip mulch. I feel mulching is
essential for rainforest trees because it creates the right environment for the microflora to establish, which then break down
the soil elements into avallable food for a healthy growing tree. Rainforest trees are surface rooted and most of the nutrients
available to them are within their leaves and the 1itter layer on top of the agraund,

METHOD OF PLANTING: The three plots planted in 1991 varied is spacing and types of trees planted. A rajuforest goés through cav-
eral stages from a bare or disturbed state to a climaxstate. Rainforest trees are grouped intc these phases or stages. For exam-
ple, the first trees to emerge on a bare site are generally pioneer species; they are short lived, fast growing, shedding their
leaves annually to create a Jitter Jayer and protected environment in which the secondary and primary species can germinate and
grow. Most of our cabinet timber species come from the primary phase but some pioneers yield excellent timber such as Acacia
melanoxylon {blackwood) or Acacia orites (nightcap wattle). The only drawback with pioneer species is that, being precursors of
secondary and primary growth they are regularly attacked by insect predators. The first planting has a 2.5 metre spacing in the
rows and 3 metres between rows. Pioneer species are alternated with primary species in the rows. The second plot has rows of
pioneer, primary mix at 2.5 metre spacing, and the alternate row primary species at a 5 metre spacing. The third piot has a

mix of fast and slow growing primary species with a 5 metre spacing within and between the rows. The 1992 planting is the same
as the third plot.

SPECIES PLANTED AND OBSERVATIONS: In the 1991 planting the three species (Grevillea robusta, Dysoxylum muelleri and Agathis
robusta) were planted out of avocado bags (6" x 12"), the rest were tubes. In the 1992 planting all were &" pots. It is
important to note that vigorous, healthy stock produce vigorous healthy trees in the ground.

Agathus robusta - Queensland Kauri, it has performed well with steady upright growth (typical coniferous habit). No insect
predators as yet. *** .
Alangium villosum - Muskheart, slow to establish, likes semishade and wind protection. Long term timber prospect. One of the

most admired cabinet timbers, **

Aragyrodendron trifoliatum - White Booyong, slow to establish. Does better in a shaded and sheltered environment. **
Castanospermum austraie =~ Black Bean, slow for the first year, but once established a steady growér. If it gets stuck under

the canopy it sits but growd in conjunction with other fast growérs it pushes wéll, Enjoys full sun, **

Cinnamomum pliveri - Olivers Sassafras, medium grower, upright habit, long term prospect, handles the cold and exposure al-
though prefers a protected site. Timber similar to Harpullia pendula with a dark heart wood light outer wood but with a cinn-
amon fragrance, also called Black Heart Sassafras. Was once found in abundance in the Rocky Creek Dam area. **

Cryptocarya erythroxylon - Pigeorberry Ash, have lost 311 but one of the 20 trees planted. No real clues apart frum poor

stock or unable to tolerate exposure or long dry periods when first planted out. It is a beautiful timber and definitely wurt
trialing in cooler higher altitude areas. From observations here it is slow to establish and would be a Tong term prospect. **
Diospyros fasciculosa ~ Grey Ebony, & Diospyros pentamera - Grey Persinmon, both are slow growers initially, have grown
through the dry conditions well. Definitely a long term proposition. Wind, sun and cold don't seem to be an issue, **

Dysoxylum fraserianum - Rosewood, a variable grower but on average slow. It likes wind protection and prefers semishade but
there are exceptions, due to healthy, vigorous stock or genetic variation, I don't know., It is also attacked by a mite similar

to eronose mite, which is a major problem in Lychees. It distorts the foliage and retards the growth. **

Dysoxylum muelleri ~ Red Bean, a fast grower, would respond to fertiliser and water 1'm sure. HNo major insect probiems. Is
frost sensitive. ** o

Elaeocarpus grandis - Blue Fig, a fast grower, lack of soil moisture has killed or retarded many of the trees in the planting.
Is frost sensitive. No major insect problems, ***

Elaeocarpus kirtonii ~ Silver Quendong, not as fast as E. grandis but more tolerant of moisture, wind and cold stress. Depend-
ing on seed provenance quite variaoie giowih., *** ’
Flindersia australis - Australian Teak, slow to establish, some insect damage. {Being in ih¢ Ruiacest family they are prone

to all those pests associated with citrus trees)., Does respond to fertiliser, **

Flindersia bennettiana -~ Bennetts Ash, vigorous grower, good upright habit, some stem girdler prob}ems. Heirk

Flindersia brayleyana - {ueensland Maple, similar to above, probably a bit faster, with superior timber. **¥

Flindersia schottiana -~ Cudgerie, Silver Ash, similar to above. *** *h
Flindersia xanthoxyla - Yellow Wood, somewhat slower to establish than the previous three but once established grows steadily.

ina 1ecﬁﬁarﬂt¥? - White Beech, slow to establish, does bettar wi*h water and fertiliser; tends towards suckering and multi-

branching 1T stressed; regularly attacked by beetles which destroy new growth during the growing season; excellent timber, worth
persevering with., ** . .

Grevillea robusta - Silky Oak, fast upright grower, sun, wind and cold hardy; several insect pests {being in the Proteaceae
famiTy similar pests to macadamias ie, twig girdler) but grows through insect damage without real setback. ***

Harpullia pendula =~ Tulipwood, slow steady grower, needs pruning to keep to a single leader; several leaf eating predators.
{family sapindaceae). Long term timber prospect but worth persevering with. Beautiful contrast between'heartwocd and sapwood: had
Litsea leefeana ~- Brown Bolly Gum & Litsea reticulata - Bolly Gum, both slow to establish; prefer wind protection and semi-
shade, Long term timber prospect. ** . '
Orites excelsa ~ Prickly Ash, slow and steady, (family Proteaceae, with its corresponding insect predators) tends toward multi-
branching habit. Cold hardy. Similar timber to S1lky Oak. ** . )
Pentaceras australis - Black Teak, slow steady grower, {family Rutaceae, with its corresponding insect predators), Similar
timber to Teak. **

Planchonella australis - Black Apple, very slow to establish, does appreciate water, fertiliser and protection from cold winds,
tends toward multibranching. Long term timber prospect. Excellent hard turning timber, ** .

Podocarpus elatus - Plum Pine, slow and steady grower. Long term timber prospect. Handles exposure and cold. *x, .
Rhodosphera rhodanthema -~ Deep Yellowwood, fast upright grower. Regularly attacked by webbing caterpillars on new growth which
causes multibranching, continual problem throughout the trees life. Excellent deep yellow lustrous timber. wh

Toona australis - Red Cedar, fast upright grower until attacked by cedar tip moth which causes multibranching. Can be over-
come Dy growing with other fast growing species which force the tree to grow in an erect manner, ***
{Three stars denote the fast growers, two stars the slow growers.)
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The area has been slashed 4 to 5 times a year taking approximately 4 to 5 hours to slash the 2 hectare area. It has been
"rounded up" twice a year taking about 6 hours each time. 1 have spent around 16 hours skirting and pruning up over the past
2 years. I hope this is some assistance and incentive to those people wishing to plant their own woodlots.

From Ralph Woodford Duncon NSW (near Lismore)

td. Thank you for these details Ralph. This is a wonderful project and those of our Group who may be in the area should visit
this work at Rocky Creek Dam. The rainforest regeneration operation nearby, also under Ralph's contrel, is now well advanced.
These two projects would no doubt be an interesting comparison; a natural rainforest recovery as against the future way to go
for timber production - a mixed species plantation of basically local species. Great for the environment, and good for the
economy :ob,din)ouw ever increasing demands for “growth” and “development". (Can anyone elaborate on the advantages of these
twin demi Gods? :

UPDATE ON ROCKY CREEK DAM RAINFOREST REGENERATION PROJECT

Ralph has also told me of the current situation with this great project. " The natural cycles around us continue to ebb and flow
as they always have, This season was again different to the last, with the rainy season only beginning about 4 weeks ago and
sti11 we havn't had any substantial falls (by late April). We have had many hot, sunny days this summer-autumn, similar to a
southern summer and seedling germination in the regeneration site at the dam has only just begun(ie adequate soil moisture and
cool cloudy days) whereas last year the seedlings were almost a metre in height by now, Considering the variation in germination
times over the last 4 years, to Jook at the ares a year later {ie the following autumn) the growth and vigour of plants is al-
most identical to the previous seasons.

There is now approximately 5 hectares of land beyond the sp'llway in vary'ng stages of regeneration.tt The area 4 years old has

a dense pioneer canopy at around 6 metres (Bleeding Heart, Pencil Cedar, Kangaroo Apple and Corkwood comprising the main species)
with a smattering of primary species (Rosewood and Red Carabeen the most common) having germinated in the past 2 seasons. You
can now walk quite comfortably under this canopy, whereas the areas from last year and the year before are still a dense pioneer
thicket that you have to_push your way through.

We had a SGAP open day at the dam on Anzac day that was a great success, with over 100 people attending. We looked at the cab-
inet timber woodlots planted in 91 - 92 and assessed the growth of the different species, considering the seasons, spacing, and
the site.

I always look forward to the arrival of your Newsletter, crammed with bitsof information from like minded people all aver this
huge continent. Shall try to get some articles together for you on regen, the shrubby rainforest species of Myrtaceae from our
area, and articles on some of our local rare and endangered species. We have formed a sub committee for rare and endangered
species within our local SGAP and those articles will be generated by this group".

ENDANGERED SPECIES OF THE MONTH THE SPHAGNUM FROG ~PHILORA SPHAGNICOLUS

This 1ittle amphibian is only about 35mm long but varies in colour, ranging from cream through varying shades of yellow/ orange/
russet to bhck above, with a white belly and brown-flecked throat. Has been found in Antarctic Beech forest, Rainforest and wet
sclerophyll areas at higher altitudes. They burrow in loose moist soil or moss,or sit in mossy cavities besides streams or

other wet areas. Its distribution is of an extremely narrow 1imit - it has been found only from Dorrige to the Barrington Tops,
and from the ranges near Ebor in NSW. There are only a known 11 colonies in those areas ( in the world ! ); they contain bet-
ween 6 and 10 individuals each. This means that there may be only less than 100 frogs making up the total population of this
species. Research indicates that there are 2 sub-species within this group, which must make each one even more vulnerable.

There has been some local controversy concerning one of the 11 known populations. This one has the misfortune (? maybe - I'11
bet) to be located in a spot 10 - 20 metres from a bend on the Bellingen - Dorrigo road which is somewhat fortuously in one of
the National Estate areas, so called. This colony has survived so far, in a Jittle soak that is supplied by water coming out of
a rock-face. The soak is barely 2 - 3 metres long, but has Sphagnum growing there, thus creating habitat for the colony. But,
these poor little creatures have a really big problem - the road"desperately" needs widening - despite its present state being
the same as it was originally constructed, donkey's years ago ! Any widening or change in alignment would involve removal of
solid rock by blasting that could well change the hydrology and change the little swamp, even dry it up.

1t seems that the monster trucks that we find are vital to maintain our quality of life may be the reason that the road must be
widened, because the particular location is known locally as " Woodchip Bend". Safety of course is .the excuse to endanger this
fair percentage of the species' population. Perhaps we should get our priorities right and think Biologicali, Diversity ?

AN INTENTION TO AERIAL SPRAY ROUND UP ON DUNE / LITTORAL SYSTEMS IN N S W OPPOSED

A proposal to use helicopters to spray Bitou Bush - Chrysanthemoides monilifera ssp rotundata - is drawing much opposition from
concerned people. I've not seen detailed info. on the method, but am intrigued as to how they will avoid destroying wanted veg-
etation, or why coastal storms/cyclones will not cause erosion to dune systems stripped of vegetation. I trust that littoral R/F
species have already evolved to survive plant biocides.

My knowledge of helicopter flying is nil, but I have often seen those scenes on TV where air rovement from hovering craft seems
massive - clouds of dust swirling from bare earth. What effect does this air disturbance have on fine spray of poison being dir-
ected from the machine, and where will spray drift end up ?

It will be interesting to see whether in fact this idea "gets off the ground".

NORTHERN  AUSTRALIA MABO - LAND RIGHTS - MINING - MONSOON RAINFOREST

These matters collectively seem to be settinmgup an explosive situation. SGAP's NSW Conservation Officer & Group member, Connie
McPherson, passed on a copy of an item for "Native Plants NSW" on the subject of the Fast Tracking of mineral exploitation
projects. The McArthur River is one of those assaults already approved, it will be a massive operation having widespread detri-
mental effects over a large area of the Guif Country. The Northern Territory is not considered to have the same checks and bal-
ances as the States.

Environmentalists consider the McArthur River EIS is cursory as there is no full recording of flora and fauna, so how is it
possible to later check the impact on the environment ? There will be few jobs for us, the minerals will be merely piped to the
Gulf as a slurry concentrate, and shipped overseas for "value adding”. (Ed. There has also been some concern expressed that the
local land owners will end up in even worse ¢ircumstances than they presently have. Contact with the white society, even in the
so far limited extent has not been kind to the local communities, but maybe things may improve if they receive appropriate
royalties and have the money put to good use for their benefit.)

Any pollution that gets into the often vast areas of floodwater during the wet season could also be disastrous for the flood-
plain vegetation too. As well as the escape of toxic minerals from the actual mining operations, there are many and varied
chemical products used in the mining, separation and treatment of the ores mined. One only has to look at any of the sites
mined almost a century ago to find that although some of the hardier vegetation has returned, the silence and lack of animal
movement in the area is almost eerie. Almost biological deserts in so many, albeit relatively small areas, is a fact. I'd hate
to)see some of the north's lowland monsoon rainforest lost permanently, for just a short, few years exploitation, and a Tow
value one at that. .
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THREAT TO THE DAINTREE FORESTS OF NORTH QLD AND FURTHER UP THE CAPE

Member Colin Andersen has also been concerned at the continuing loss of our Wet Tropical Rainforest, and wrote to the Premier

a2f Qld. on the matter. These are extracts from his reply.

“Thank you for your letter concerning the impact of urban subdivision and the provision of grid power to the Daintree area of Far
N. Q. " - « “much of the freehold land in the Cape Tribulation, Cow Bay and Forest Creek area north of the Daintree River was
subdivided into swall lots in the 1970s and 1980s as a result of planning decisions by the previous gdovernment. The Cape Trib-
ulation and Cow Bay areas, now surrounded by the World Heritage Area, presently contafn 1n excess of 800 blocks, mostly one
hectare in size. A majority of the subdivisionsespecially in the Cow Bay area have been sold but most blocks«remain undeveloped.

Although most of the private land was not included in the World Heritage 1isting, the remaining low’ land rainforests are of con-
servation significance, especially as much of that type of rainforest has been cleared along the coast in Nth. Qld. As resident-
{al development expands, ft will not only lead to a loss of these forests but will bring with 1t demands for services such as
electricity and water supply and waste disposal. facilities. The provision of these will have implications not only for the ecol-
ogical integrity of the uncleared rainforest in the subdivisions but also for the surrounding World Heritage Aerea.

The environmental impacts of future clearing, development and settlement of the area north of the Daintree River have been rec-
ognised by the Douglas Shire Councul, The Wet Tropics Management Authority and the Dept. of Environment and Heritage. The three
agencies hace joined together as the Daintree Planning Coordination Group to cooperatively plan the future of thisarea. The Doug-
Tas Shire. Council is preparing a Development Control plan over the Daintree, and the Wet Tropics Mnagement Authority in partner-
ship with the Dept. of Enviromment and Heritage is developing a management plan for the Daintree River to Cape Tribulation section
of the World Heritage Area. The latter plan is scheduled for release in draft form in the middle of this year. Any decision on the
provision of grid powSr to the area north of the Alexander Range will await the outcome of these plans for the region.

Suggestions that the State and Federal Governments buy back all of the 800 undeveloped freehold blocks are unrealistic because of
the costs involved and the limited funds available. A priority list of critically important acquisitions has been drawn up and,
to date, five rainforest blocks covering some 42 hectaras have been purchased in this area at a cost of over $435,000. Further
acquisitions will depend on additional funds being made available and on priorities elsewhere in the World Heritage Area.”

It concludes by saying that the community expectations have changed since the past and that planning strategy {is aimed at minim-
ising the impact of future developments on the Heritage Area. Oh Mr. Quaid, you certainly have a iut {0 answer for.

Col urges that we should all write to Mr. Goss on this matter as it is of major importance.

And talking about George Quaid, he is currently trying to sell one of his bits of mud on Cape York to anyone he can, preferably
a foreigner and as a potential world-class game park. The block is approx. 186,155 hectares and makes up 10% of. the east coast
of Cape York. I suppose that this develop "at any cost" mentality that our society has is pretty important in the cheme of
things. Just seems to me that a few individuals make a lot of money, but the rest of us are forever paying for it.

IN NSW THE ILLAWARRA ALSO LOOKS LIKE IT MAY LOOSE MORE OF ITS LITTLE REMNANT RAINFOREST

There was a recent item in Sydney's once most highly regarded paper that 21 ha of rainforest on the lower slopes of the Escarpment
ownéd by Australias largest Company, BHP be destroyed for a housing “development®™. There has been scme sort of a trade-off prop-
osed in return for this bit of extra profit to BHP; they offer around 100 ha of upper slopes vegetation that could be added to
the Illawarra State Recreation Area. This area is too steep to ever be “developed" and the proposed "gift" will result in a sav-
ing on rates and land taxes on such "worthless” real estate. )

The big australian further proved fts ethics to the community a few months after that proposal when it was fined $20,000 on a
pollution charge in one of its rubbish dumps at Port Kembla The judge, in finding BHP guilty, once again, said that since 1975
the company had had 22 convictions for pollution offences, seven of them for air pollution.The Financial Review (10/3 93) tells
it all!

SOME FEEDBACK ON THE ITEM ON CANE TOADS

Gary Daly who is a fauna consultant was interested in this description as he just written an article on these, and wanted to get
in touch with Bill to find out further details on his experiences. Gary said that his information on distribution listed a
breeding population at Lennox Head— coastal northern NSW.

Another comment from Hugh Nicholson is that a study last year near Alstonville (near Lismore NSW), in a variety of habitats
showed no evidence of toads in forest areas, and the most favoured sites were open grasslands with water such as is found on
golf courses. Realises the population of toads at Lawn Hill is concentrated in the forest areas probably because that is the
only source of water. Toads have been in his area (also near Lismore) for many years along the coast and in cleared farm lands
but with no sign of them yet in forested areas. Though roads have been shown to encourage toads expansionist tendencies, the
roading of State Forests mentioned will not necessarily encourage colonies of toads within forested areas. Of course such roads
are knowd to encourage the invasion of cats and foxes into previously pristine areas.

Ed. 1 keep my fingers crossed that future generations of these out of place creatureswill abide by the rules, and aveid'Booyong’
iike the plague that I'believe they are !

SOME NAME CHANGES THAT MAY BE NEW TO YOU

(As some were to me, Ed.) Thank you Alex Palmer for these, and yes Alex, I've stopped cringing ! The things some people do to
earn a quid. (Botanists of course). Anyway here are the latest that I now know about. "o

Baloghia inophylla (was B. lucida) . Toona ciliata (was T. australis) Melicope micrococca ( once. Euodia micrococca)
Melicope elleryana (was Euodia elleryana) A FERN Calochlaena dubia (from Culcita dubfa) and even more dubious is the weed
that is somrtimes found in rainforest situations - Protoasparagus densiflorus (was Asparagus densiflorus) .

I agafn leave myself open, but I do sometimes think that maybe those people who do so much research and who spend so many of
their days with minds gainfully occupied, might be a 1ittle more productive and be vastly more useful, environmentally, if they
were a bit more physically active and did some (on the face of it) more practical wérk 2 1ike~ramoving weeds or doing complete
and on-going plant surveys, researching rare and endangered species, or best of all, trying to educate politicians, decision
makers and bureaucrats. We might then get somewhere. ’

WELL THATS ONE WAY TO OVERCOME ANY RISK OF LOSING RARE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

What a good fdea !. A South Coast (NSW) controversy that probably won't be won by us good'guys, according to Gary Daly,is a
proposal by the local Shire Council - Shoalhaven - to put in'an access road into the Bomaderry Creek area, even though the
traffic flow does not warrant it. There are several rare and endangered species there, Eucalyptus langeii, and an undescribed
Zieria which has ovate, hairy leaves but does not appear to set viable seeds. ' .

The Council resolved thesee problems with the Zieria by striking cuttings of it and then stated that it was now common in cult-
{vation so there should now be no problem with bulldozing the natural population and {ts associated ecosystem. If these facts
are right Gary, thats a wonderful solution - simple results from simple people. Do people actually vote to have suqh as them
administer their affairs down your way ? Don't answer that - you should see some of the representatives around this way !

AUSTRALIAN FLORA FOUNDATION 1993 1994 SPECIAL RESEARCH GRANTS

I was sent an item from the Foundation advising that they are calling for applications (closing 30th July) to support research
into the biology or cultivation of Native Plants with commercial floriculture potential. It is envisaged that three or four of
these projects will be available this year, and next, each of about 3 - 5,000 dollars. It has been suggested that. leaders or

i adva e special research grants.
members of SGAP StUdy Grol‘ps May-be :m a»gos"t1°n~toLFakﬁ..ptuagsegef?f Ehgi.mﬂgﬁnn RPO Rny ?85 Sydney 2001.



	Text1: 


