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" We have made a lot of mbney messing up the Planet since the Industrial Revolution;
and I belfeve we shall make a_lot more money in repairing the damage we have done "
k=D * (Sir Crispin Teacel "the green knight",past adviser to Margaret Thatcher)

SOME SUBSCRIPTION . RENEWALS NOW DUE

A reminder to those'pebpie is attached. If you would pay $7, 1t will take you through to June 1995 and
finally get you on a Financial Year basis (preferred by SGAP) and would assist me by uniformity.

GROUP LEADERS ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Four Newsletters, crammed with information and experiences reported by very many members, as well as topics
of current events and environmental matters. Membership increased to 164. Field act{vittes wére held arounc
Sydey, Brisbane and the NSW North Coast - thanks  particualarly to Ron Twaddle and Jeremy Trahair for their
org:nistion of many of these. Many of us have also appreclated Esther Taylor's work in runntng the Seed
Bank.

FINANCES --- . Income Expenditure R $
Subscriptions 838 Printing & Stationery 507
Donations 217 Postage and-phone 324
Bank Interest - 21 Sundry 112
_I078
Balance BZF 1992 $689 Balance C/F 1993 $822,

HOW BIG IS THIS STUDY GROUP TO BE 717

I commented in the April 1990 N/L "let us become the best and most informed Study Group within SGAP. We
then had around 80 members keen enough to remain with the Group during its near-dormancy over the previous
5 years. From the obvious enthusiasm of members, and many comments appreciating my efforts (and just a few
minor criticsms - which I also value) there seems no doubt that my aim 1is achieved.

However, I have never desired to be the biggest special fnterest Group and wonder what our optimum size
should be ? Membership today is 174, perhaps too many more may result 1n an unwieldy set-up with less
personal touch ? Plus a lot more work for me:

Peter Smith has very kindly offered to computer Tist the membership and print off a couple of sets of -
address labels to assist me (as did Joe Beskin previously). In the meantime I had taken up Anna Wenk's
offer of typing envelopes.(Thanks Anna): Other assistance that would particuTar!y“%ppreciated due to our
present situation (we have recently 'inherited' 200 Kiwi-fruit vines that will take up much of our time,
and we still have an unending supply of Lantana to tackle) is for any of you who may be frustrated, latent
or practising journalists to edit some of my collection of Titerature, and at least prepare a basis for
future major {tems in the N/L. These include - the Border Ranges Rainforests, 'Greenhouse' effects on veg-
etation and 1ife forms, Forestry operations effects (both beneficial as well as detrimental) on R/F, Red
Cedars, Pollination and other topics.

I'd appreciate your thoughts on each of the points mentioned.

ANYONE FOR A WEEK AT NORFOLK ISLAND'S RAINFORESTS .IN NOVEMBER ? ? ?

Geoff Long asks that anyone interested in joining a small group (max, 10) Ted by lan Hutton, an expert on
the Island's botany etc., between the 6th - 13th November should contact him at (02) 5§19:5522 ASAP for
further details. Other than arranging for your own lesches and breakfast, the cost wi{ll be $1237 per person
all inclusive. ' i

N S W ACTIVITIES ARRANGED BY JEREMY TRAHAIR .

20th Nov. (Saturday) - meet at Allenby Park, Brookvale at 10 am where some of the district's ortgtnal R/F
remains, Coachwood/Acmena smithiiitype. Then to Trevor and Carol Deane's for a BBQ/picnic lunch as well as
inspecting their planted R/F. .

11th and 12th Nov. for a camping weekend (or just a day if you prefer) at Gap Creek Flora Reserve in Wat-
agan S.F. where good Sub Tropical and Temperate R/F exists (sqe N/L no 11 for a description). Lunch on Sun-
day will be at a different, nearby rainforest at 'Boarding House Dam'. M

Also, Jeremy & Sue are mapping out a trip to Werrikimbie and other North Coast locations in the first week
of October, including a visft to 'Booyong' at Byabarra. Others with time avaflable are most welcome to

Join them. Phone Sue or Jeremy at (02) 451 5086 for more {nformation on each of these events.

BRISBANE MEETINGS / OUTINGS ARE HELD ON ALTERNATE MONTHS

These are on the second Saturday every second month and are arranged by Ron Twaddle who can be contacted

on (07) 379 8105 for specific detatls, There will be 2 more meetings of the year, in September and November

**%x* DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER wil) be 22nd November *#*+x



NEWS AND VIEWS FROM MEMBERS

Lindsay Snell from Hurstville Grove in Sydney says that he was fortunate to be able to look at some Tas-
manian forests earlier in the year. An area in the Florentine Forest was most impressive - Rainforest with
300 year old Myrtle, Sassafras, Celery-top Pine and Blackwood with major Eucalypt species of Swamp Gum, Gum
Topped Stringy Bark ( Alpine Ash on the mainland ). These grow to a majestic size - one had recently fallen
across a walking track that measured 70 metres plus | Actually this was-a P.R tour organised by Aust. News-
print Mills trying to show how they are regenerating, trying to repair years of forestry. They claim to
._reqlaqt between 400 & 1000 ha pa with :Radiata Pine and Eucs. - They séem to be growing Eucs,” as ‘much ‘as poss-
”1bre;;albgtgﬂtheyf}re;all the same size. ;pivo .4qegearwed pabiu yhlivasd badolim ﬁé.-LﬁfJ{3-=$?¢:i'i iuu;
caw WPV BT amTak b Baiy ced vy *¥ - ... iV Eadae el hi Mgt annl> natingig 3 batelsw
Interestingly ‘the 'ranger-guide mentioned that he has had 2 sightings of the Tasmanian Tiger, and a workmate
one. -They never publicise any sightings, for obvious reasons.”He has a theory that Rainforest will never be
lost on the southern side of the mountains owing to an absence of 300 year super-fire with the Wet Scler-
ophyll areas floor being constantly wet with a“thick, spongy understory suiting Rainforest species. When
"a super-fire does occur,, the Eucalypts will regenerate and hopefully grow for another 300 - 400 years for
the caqppy_tunggaip;tlgsﬁ:nnd revert baEk to-Raizforest. Thats his'theory. ‘i LA

Some good news from the NSW Central Coast. Robert. Payne of Umina Beach adyises that the Ourimbah Creek Rain
forest Native Reserve was announced in early June, along with a new National Park known as Popran.: Ourim-
bah Creek. was the walk that he led Group members through last year, and there was some concern that 1t J
would be " Developed ™. '’ § fe oy :

Also locally, a North Entrance Peninsula Littoral Rainforest project :- After weed eradication was complete:
at the "01d Pump Station Site" (west of Wilfred Barrett Driveg; we planted ‘out the site with 200 rainforest
plants to reinstate the Rainforest;-all seed was collected at the site and plants grown in the nursery of
Wyong Shire Council. The site is.within the Wyrrabalong R P (also a fairly new one?. Local community groups
and a public school did the planting, with watering by the NP&MWS. Subsequent rain has ensured the plants ar
doing well, with no losses so far. Thats not all - a Skillshare team is now working east of the Drive to
restore the remainder of the Littoral Rainforest, so.alliin all we may see the whole gully regenerated afte
its destruction by sand mining in the ggod 012 days. ! :

A problem from Phil Lane - I sent him some of " the Mallotus philippensis seed freshly collected but he advis

ed that they were Just hollow cases with no embryo or endosperm present. How did others who may have had

seed either from me direct or from Esther go ?. 1 put a fair few in, with no luck but maybe only to be ex- ‘
pected going by Hugh Nicholsons commenti on ths species.

Steve Tornquist had a trip to the beautiful Araluen Valley (NSW South Coast) recently and managed to collec:
some Eucalyptus kartzoffiana seed, the Araluen Gum which is restricted to a small area at the head of the
valley. If any of our members would like to try them write to Steve (c/- Post Office Termeil). He says

these trees have a weeping habit with fine blue-grey foliage, white bark and a rough stocking at the base.

Very attractive for a moist site, such as suits the Sydney Blue Gum, and probably a good park tree. |

He also spent a day at the delightful Watagans ( a bit north of Sydney ) but it was a bit of a fizzer, the |
understory was too dense away from the edge, and the leeches were in plagues due to the constant drizzle. |

Steve mentioned that at that time (end of June) he'd had no results from his Mallotus, but of growth on 3
Nothofagus moorei in pots,each had put on 30 cm in 6 weeks. He had previously considered the species to be |
slow. He also has 'a couple of N. cunninghamii in the ground that are hardy, and relfable growers and which
are also capable of fast growth in spurEs. 1 ;
Our Brisbane members July outing has been reported by Esther Taylor who described the day as threatening to )
rain which didn't happen (as usual). They are still in a drought. They toured Lloyd Bird's rainforest garder
which has certainly grown very tall,with interesting plants up in the trees as well as in the ground. Then
to the new botanical gardens near the Brisbane River, just outside Ipswich where different areas have been
planted with rainforest trees and with well used picnic areas. Finally they looked at Esther's garden, al- |
though the keener ones visited a small local .nursery to buy a few more plants, before njbrnﬁﬂ om e

y : * & .

Harry and Rhoda Jeavons dropped in to‘Booyong‘with Rhoda$ sister Ruth (from England) to look at some of the |
states countryside. They seemed to find this place of interest but a real bonus was meeting a 1ittle Quoll
on the Comboyne Rd. In fact he was singularly unimpressed by their vehicle, they had to shoo him back into
the bush! Wish they'd brought it back to here - stacks of mice to keep 1t‘1unches for months.
*’ * -

Involvement of the Group with overseas people should proceed, agrees Thomas Carlsson. He grows species from |
the Tropics as well as 0z, so is well aware of events in other places. He mentioned their recent summer was
colder than usual, some days only 12 - 13 degrees, not like our own unseasonably warm winter. Karl Anders-

son tells me that he will be in Sweden next month and hopes to meet:Thomas. (Karl liyes on the other side

of the plateau from the leader, so I've asked him to give the area a good wrap-up and encourage thomas to

pay us a visit and tell us ‘some of his segrets in gr2u1ng Tropical and Sub-T plants.

Our new South Aust. member Barry Davis has a 3/4 acre property host to a good number of Temperate - Sub tro ‘
ical - Tropical species plants, and has been 'importing’ Q1d. R/F species for a couple of years now. Also
mentioned that he is a professional photographer and artist with an increasing interest {ir.botanical illust-
ration. Maybe many of us will be 1n a positjgn to ses some of his work in due course.

NEW  MEMBERS

The flood continues ! - there are another 10 people to warmly welcome to our ranks. I trust that each of
you finds much of interest in our activities and Newsletters.

Stephen Baker 19 Wunda Rd Mosman 2088 H. Goostry * 3 Dorset P1 Elanora Q 4229

Barry Davis 13 Manse Rd Strathalbyn SA 52685 Leanne Harper 40 Moynihan St Ascot Q 4007

M. Deveze PO Box 561 Gympie Q 4570 Jan McHNico PO Box 5292 West End Q 4101 :
Peter Fisher 10 Gull P1 Tascott 2250 * . Wayne O0'Connor Waddells Rd Nicholson Vic 3882

Susan Gallagher | Lot 24 Junction Rd Burpengary 4505 Geoff Warn 5/11 ZelangvAy Fig Tree 2525 i

s &Y tapd 5 T G LS 1 ol ; 1

" LOGGING *"IS *600D .'FOR " 'THE FORESTS " SHE SAID
‘Because everyone knows that if you don't go into the forests and create disturbance, they deteriorate, -do
not create habitat for so many animals, and close over.This closed canopy stops the natural cycle and you
lose species® She said. This was a bit of a surprise to me as I understood that lack of disturbance, whil-
st'dosing the canopy gradually, allowed climax Rainforest to develop, and many scientists attest that this
system has the richest variety of 1ife to be found on the land. There is supposed to be a report by a Vic-
torian academic to justify the lady's statement, but try as I might, I've been unable to sight this docum-
ent. She did not acknowledge my enquiry, nor were the local Forestry office aware of that report, ﬁaxlngee_

never been "a true belfever®”, I do not always take radio reports as being gospel so I _am intereste
’ Y © PDETIRVETD » 2 FY NV CINeys e Anuane thnw nf thic phantom paper 7

* ..
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THE GROUP NOW HAS AN OVERSEAS RAINFOREST CONTACTS CO-ORDINATOR

And it's Colin Andersen of Lapstone NSW. As he has previously mentioned, he has some contacts in South Am-
erica - Brazil, Chile, French Guyana, and mentions that seeds can be imported by post provided they are dec
lared on the package, but he will double check on this. Colin is also a member of the Rare Fruit Council

of Australia, a body simply buzzing with contacts. :

Also said something about "stretching things a bit for the Society for Growing Australian Plants, 1sn't
it". I trust that we are not that small- minded though. After all, { grow lots of exotic plants - veget-
ab1es’and even sell the'seed of these for others to grow. We've all got to Tive |

Thanks Colin for taking on this job. His address is 109 Govenors Dr. Lapstone 2773, for any contact.

SURELY OUR P.M. IS .NOT AIDING THE DESTRUCTION OF ASIAN RAINFOREST & INCREASING OUR FOREIGN DEBT TO BOOT ?

Recent publicity has led to a controversy over a decision to purchase a new table for the Lodge in Canberra
Something about spending $20,000 on this piece of Teak furniture, made in Thailand from that beautfful and
increasingly scarce tree. The raw material would most likely have been logged i1legally, from a much dim-
inished Rainforest in S.E.Asia.

I suppose that a mere $20,000 added to our annual foreign deficit of around 17 billion dollars is of small
concern - but as they say 1n Scotland "many a mickle makes a muckle". It is about time that our supposed
leaders set an example on the sustainability they preach and the frugality that they try to impose on us.

THE PROBLEMS OF THE DAINTREE PALE INTO INSIGNIFICANCE COMPARED TO THE POOR OLD CAPE YORK

Not only will a large slice of the western side of the Cape's monsoon rainforest plus many other veg-
etation types be destroyed by surface mining for alumina, a huge area on its eastern coast is under threat
by, yet again, George Quaid - "Mr. Daintree".

It seems he controls 225,000 ha. known as Starcke that includes 120 km of actual coastifne. From reports
that have not been denied, he paid a total of $30,000 for this huge area, in a deal done in the dying days
of a previous Q1d government. This land has now been advertised for sale overseas (how else do we ever
dispose of the country's businesses and property ?) for $18 million.

Among other comments she made, Mrs. Kelly, the Federal Minister for Environment stated that her government
is powerless to stop the sale. The present Q1d government also said that 1t also cannot prevent a sale
of this important wilderness.

Maybe we should take up a colliection and as a syndicate buy the place and help out George in his hour of
need ? Quaid needs a quid. Anyone else care to write to some of our powerless but highly respected pol-
iticians with a view of getting them to make the odd decision for the benefit of those they serve, the
voters ? Not the speculators, wheelers and dealers, but us.

COCONUT - FIBRE PEAT IS WHAT WE ALL SHOULD BE USING { FROM NEIL MARRIOTT, CONSERVATION QFFICER )

I have trialled coconut-fibre peat in our nursery for over six months and find 1t to be just as good as
top quality bog peats.

Propagation results are excellent whether the product is used in cutting mixes or seed raising mixes. Fur-
thermore, coconut peat is far handier to use, being sold in most nurseries, supermarkets etc., as a small
compressed block. This is readily transported, uniike big bags of bog peat. Once home, the small block
swells to many times its size on the application of water.

For conservation minded SGAP members, however, the most important reason for using coconut peat is the
fact that it is a non-destructive renewable resource, unlike bog peat, the use of which {s ?eading to the
massive destruction of peatlands and their associated native vegetation throughout the world.

(Reprinted from Vic. Newsletter, March 1993.)

ADDITIONS 70 REFERENCE MATERIAL

Susan Phillip$ of Port Macquarie sent me a species list for the Banda Banda Flora Reserve - an outstanding
(actually NSW Heritage listed Rainforest) 1400 ha area west of Kempsey. Dissapointing though, to see that
the Forestry Commission reserves the right to construct roads through this oustanding habitat for future
access to 'old growth' forest that until now at least,is inaccessible.

As well, Sue thought we may be able to use an extensive list of rainforest species suitable for particular
situations, or for foliage characteristics. Thanks for these, Sue. Members are most welcome to refer to
the whole collection of items that I've built up over the years, and I hasten to point out that a lot of
this information won't be passed on to the next Leader; stuff that I've personally collected. Much of that
relates to places that we have visited, or plan to do so if ever we find that precious commodity - spare
time! LA

NEWS FROM  THE SEED BANK

Esther wrote to me with details of species available, together with dates of collection as she feels that
some of these may be a bit old. However, her Tetter is still in the post- 6 days so far (we get a lousy
service here, just 3 deliveries a week and it takes usually 4 days to get a letter from Sydney. Could walk

Anyway, due to phone cost constraints and.a deire to get this newsletter out, you will have quicke:
to refer back to the last newsletter for seed in stock. Esther mentioned that there are 3 more that have
been added. These are Archontophoenix alexandrae, Eupomatia laurina, and Mackinlaya macrosciadia.

For our new members - procedure is to write a nice letter to Esther Taylor 74 Francis St Ipswich 4305 with
a stamed, self-addressedenvelope with your rquest. Don't forget, members, 1f you have a supply of seed
that will retain fair viability for a reasonable time, to send it to Esther so that others who are interes-
ted can try them. Also, please keep records of your sowings in case you should hit on a success with a
previously impossible plant to grow from seed.

THE CULTURAL CRINGE CONTINUES UABATED IN OUR NATIONAL CAPITAL

SGAP Canberra Region is quite rightly annoyed at a developer of a new residential area in that city who in-
tends to plant over 9,000 mature trees in the streets of Gungahlin. No doubt forests of native vegetation
were bulldozed for that particular urban sprawl, and in return there will be 5,740 weeds of species such as
Fraxinus and Prunus, with 1225 Pin Oaks alone to be used. There will be a mere 3,070 natives used, all Eucs.
of 10 species other than 500 Casuarina cunninghamianas. This despite a decision by the ACT government that
its vision for the Territory includes "increased use of local native plants to reflect the -Australian en-
vironment" . Pity they don't ensure that what they preach is practised. There is a lot of controversy in
that city over this one, one feeling conveyed to me is that "they' want Canberra to be just another clone,
a city like most of the others around the world, with no particular features to differentiate 1t from other
places planned by non —entitiec
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MEMBERS PAGE - A NEW FEATURE GIVING YOU AN OPPORTUNITY TO PASS ON  YOUR PARTICULAR INTERESTS.

A VERY NEW MEMBER M. DEVEZE of Gympie Q. tells us something of his present situation and makes some comm-
ents on his first newsletter (No 21) " I work for the Q1d Forestry and am fortunate to be the overseer in
charge of a number of Dry and Moist Rainforests in S. E. Q1d. i.e.Brooyai Forests which takes in Brooyai,
Widgee, and King S.F's and often work in Amamoor SF. Much of my spare time is spent .in developing our own
property and a myriad of other interests which does limit any opportunity of travelling around. If the
Group is interggted I may be able to send you some of our species l4sts and an inventory of Forest walks
in this area., ( Ed. That would be great - asedes of Walks of the Month 7y

Some species worthy of note in my forestry area are - a very large Brachychiton bidwil111, possibly 80 cm
DBH (Dia. Breast High), but too much Lantana to approach comfortably; large stands of Choricarpia subargen-
tia, Cupaniopsis serrata. Eupomatia bennettii, Cryptocarya laeyigatum, Ailanthus triplicosa, heaps of Argy-
rodendron trifoliatum, Aryteria lavterina and Dysoxylum fraseranum and Neolitsea dealbata

I can answer some of the queries in the Newsletter, although to be answered properly would involve writing
a book, but seeing that others, more knowledgable than I am in specific fields have: written books, I shall
quote t;ﬂes and authors:that may be of assistance to those who may be unaware of where to commence their
research,

English meanings of Plant Names- a dictionary available through SGAP for $9.90 entitled "Australian Plant
Genera by J A Baines gives full derivatfon of all Aust. plant generic names and some of the specific names.
g r$co»mend]1t ! Most reputable books on trees will give derivation and sometimes pronunciation of botan-
cal nomenclature.

Bird and Wildiife Attracting Species - The catalogue from Yuruga Nursery ( PO Box 220 Walkamin NQ 4872)
has a comprehensive 1ist of these. Also I highly recommend the nursery for N Q and general Rainforest, alsc
other native species - good plants, good prices

Species for Wild Food and Medication - see SGAP Aust Food Plants Study Group, also books by Cribb, Tim Low,
and Jdennifer Isaacs '

Palms:!- Best is David Jones 'Palms in Australia' e.g. descriptions include Archontophoenix alexandrae and A.
cunninghamii, slender, feather leaf®; naturally grow in groups fn moist areas, fairly hardy domestic plant.
Licuala ramsayii, slender Windmill' leaf, native to NQ, prefers shade, moisture, warmth and protection.
Linospadix spp. the walking-stick palms, slender understory species with uneven feather leaf and red fruit,
requires moisture .and shade.

Calamus spp. Some of the few climbing palms. The well known lawyer or wait-a-while.cane 1s one *

Laccospadix spp.- not fully descibed yet, purchased specimens may- be single or clumping, fine or broad feat
her leaved, copper / red new growti. Requires moisture.

Woydettia bifurcata - N Q species, fox-tail palm, only now becoming common in cultivation.

Normanbya normanby{ii - black palm, also from N Q, slender, broad feather leaf. Requires shelter, warmth and
protection - :

These species / genera are endemic to Australia; we also have an endemic species of Caryota (Fishtail Palm)
Arenga and Ptychosperma. That's all I can think of now - the most common anyway. I havn't mentioned Livist-
onia spp as they are mostly dry-land or Wallum/swamp species. L. australis and Ls decipiens are found in
poot qualityR/F in disturbed areas or R/F margins. Other Livistaras can be seen in remnant R/F inland e.qg.
Carnarvon Gorge, Katherine Gorge etc. See also SGAP Palm Cycad and Zamiad Study Group.

Categorisation of Rainforest Type.- humans try to impose classifications and defined systems, Nature just
lets plants grow where they will !! Some attempts have been made at general R/F classification, notably
Webb (Australian Plants Vol 9No 6). Can be used as guidelines but don't try to make nature adhere to the
rules ! e.g. species associations are generalisations - just because species A grows somewhere doesn't def-
initely mean that sp. B will be found there too. Many other edaphic considerations, and even then ....,

Species of economic value - edible fruits ? see above. Wood production:- A book by Bootle "Wood in Aust-
ralia" is a valuable refence, also "Australian Forest Trees" by Chippendale, Hall et.al. "Rainforest Trees”
by Francis, "Rainforest Trees of Mainland South-East Australia” by Floyd and if you can get hold of a copy,
"Forest Trees" by E. M. Swain.

Most regional libraries would stock the books mentioned, and if youv'e got the dough, should be available
at good bookshops .

Re germination of seeds - in my time at the nursery I found that imagining the natural process and duplic-
ating it generally worked - remember most R/F seeds lose viability very quickly, in some cases 50% in a
couple of .days and some species may take 2 or 3 years to germinate, or will germinate over. 2 or 3 years.
Disturbance of the seed tray often assists and knowledge 1s guarded ferociously (secrets!). My best advice
is trial and error - divide seed into several equal quantities, then treat each batch seperately e.g. soak
in cold water, or warmj hot; boiling water; sow dry; dip in acid; crush; remove flesh; leave flesh on; sow
deep; surface sow; keep wet; keep barely moist, etc. And remember to keep records! (And pass these onto
the Group. Ed.) But some species will not respond to the same treatment twice - a matter of 2 / 3 weeks
difference in sowing time (soil / air / water temperature, or phase of the moon) can alter results

Finally, having spent 3 years at a Q1d. Forest Service nursery, I doubt that we could sell cutting grown
Elaeocarpus grandis as the seeds are viable = 1f slow - germinators, and mass production of cuttings is an
expensive exercise. Probably the trees that Rhoda Jeavons purchased had been "topped" to keep them to size
at the nursery ’

Thank you for all that Mr. Deveze - some food for thought for us all. Ed.
And further to the books that you mentioned as being most useful, I point out to members that a fairly
lengthy 11st of books dealing with various .aspects of R/F was listed in Newsletter 10 of Sept. 1990.

A _BRISBANE PROJECT THE FINNEY ROAD CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING AND LAND USE FACILITY

GARRY READ OF INDOOROOPILLY has sent me a failr amount of information, for the Group library and as refer-
ence for others who may be interested in the project (also at Indooroopilly) that he is organising. He
describes 1t as"an exciting pro;ect to create a prototype of ecological urban 1iving is in progress". So
far,a large house on an 1,113 m“ block located at the head of a gully running into the Brisbane River, up-
stream from Walter Taylor Bridge. The area is an important wildlife corridor between Mt €oot-tha, Brisbane
River and Indooroopilly Island. The block has been landscaped, terraced to a permaculture design, and reg-
enerated with locally indigenous plants. A nursery has been established propagating seeds from indigenous
species. :

There has been good progress made to date, and there are some great project goals that will progres@iye]y
be completed, such as energy efficiency, vegie and herb production, bush-tucker plants, craft enterprises,
information centre etc. Garry is seeking further members who are interested in this type of venture, both
as supporters and others who would become fully involved. There are regular open days at Finney Rd. If

ou would Tike to see the set-u or know of 1 th an inte t in_almost truly sustainable 1iving
*ou can contact Garry at PO Boxpkl? Indnoroopqﬁqg 30%L or phone 59% 1573



BACKGROUND OF ANOTHER NEW MEMBER PETER FISHER OF GOSFORD WAY { NORTH OF SYDNEY )

Peter explains that he came to Australia 8 years ago from his native Canada, and for the past 6 years has
been 1iving in and beside what he now realises-is a Rainforest gully, at Tascott, next door to the Brisbane
Water National Park. He says "when we bought the property in 1987 I had no understanding of Australian flora.
For the first few weeks I cleared out most of the gully and removed many trees, so that we could let light
into the house and the backyard. In doing this I exposed a waterfall at the rear that puts on quite a display
during very heavy rain, ‘ i

A few years later (and a little older and wiser) I met fellow member Colin Andersen when I became a teacher
and started working with Colin at our school. His enthusiasm for native plants soon rubbed off on me, and in
1991 I Joined SGAP Central .Coast Group. At that time I stf1) did not appreciate rainforest plants, as I was
discovering Grevilleas etc. In our shaded spot I was having troubles getting things to grow. Colin came up
from the Blue Mountains. to visit one holiday and things have never, as they say, been the same since.

I quite willingly recognise the error of my ways | Luckily the Coachwoods and Backhousia are growing back.

I have also started tp put in other rainforest plants, at last count around 40. The naturally occuring plants
so far identified are - Eupomatia laurina, Trochocarpa laurina, Synoum glanduosum, Livistona australis, Hibb-
ertia dentata, Glycine clandestina, Kennedia rubicunda, Smilax glyciphylla, Hedycarya angustifolia,

Clematis aristata, Cheese Tree, Blueberry Ash, Rapanea variablis, Notelaea longifolia. I. expect to find more
when I have the time.

The other inspiration for me was meeting Hugh Nicholson last summer when we were on holiday at Byron Bay.We
dropped into their nursery and Hugh took delight 1in showing us around the grounds, where the mature specimens
were fascinating to see, and my wife and I . marvelled at the smells of Backhousia anisata leaves. Hugh
could not have been more hospitable and we could not have had a better introduction to the wonders of Aust-
ralia's native Rainforests ’

It is winter now, and a bit gloomy, but wheh spring comes around again I will be buying more rainforest tube
stock and continuing with my regeneration efforts."

AND OF A WOLLONGONG ( SOUTH OF SYDNEY ) NEW RECRUIT GEGFF WARN

Another interesting letter in which Geoff writes "As a member of Illawarra SGAP I know Helen and David Tran-
ter, who Tent me some past Study Group newsletters. I was most impressed with the quality and quantity of
information contained in them and this finally convinced me to stop procrastinating and join the Group.

Living in the Illawarra gives me access to Tots of rainforest, and I spend a fair bit of time wandering ar-
ound the escarpment behind Wollongong. Unfortunately, as we 1ive in a unit, my gardening area is very limited,
The inside story~is a bit different-though, as rainforest plants are ideal as indoor or balcony plants. Many
friends (and my wife as well) express concern about my Ficus macrophylla in the Tounge room. "What are you
going to do when it gets too big?" they ask. Well, I don't know: but they'11 probably get planted out in the
rainforest at the Scout Camp. i

As you like members to supply a list of plants that they growa-1 have included mine, although it should be
noted that most are either indoors or on a fairly protected balcony. The only rainforest plant in the garden
is a Syzygium australe which was well established when we moved in.

The newsletters that Helen lent to me had a 1ot of feed back on Bunya Pines and their seeds. My parents are
involved in a volunteer group who help maintain and run guided tours of Rookwood Cemetery in Sydney. Rook-
wood has several old Bunya Pines and would 1ike to plant more of them, $o I was asked to have a go at prop-
agating their seed. They supplied me with a bag of seeds, half a dozen of which, I duly planted (some I
roasted for a SGAP meeting). Only one germinated and it is doing well. From the comments in the Newsletter,
it seems there are lots of people who know about Bunyas, so I have a few questions they may be able to help
me on:

Is there a way of checking if the seeds are viable before planting? Is any pretreatment required, such as
cracking the hard outer shel1? What is the best way to propagate them? Any other tips?

So, thanks for any help and keep up the great job on the Newsletters."

FROM THE NSW MID NORTH COAST - PETER STEELE'S BACKGROUND

"1 Tive on an average sized block in Port Macquarie, with the typical red soil. I have converted about %

the original lawn into bush garden, with over 30 Paims planted out (and about another 200 in pots), along
with other native ferns and rainforest species. I have a small shadehouse up the back which is bulging at
the seams because I seem to be a compulsive collector and I will try to propagate anything ! I have recently
started experimenting with cuttings from species found in Sea Acres Nature Reserve. I am strictly an amateur
at this but I should have some success. I have established a complete 1ist of all my Rainforest plants, in-
cluding dates of propagation, planting etc. Is this of use to anyone in the Group ? If so let me know.

I have been a volunteer Guide at Sea Acres Nature Reserve since the Boardwalk first opened. I would take
pleasure in guiding you or any other Group members around Sea Acres. I am normally on duty every 2nd Sat-
urday afternoon, but other times on weekends would be fine with some notice.

Lastly congratulations on your Newsletters. I have had tremendous enjoyment reading all articles and to
read about others who are just as enthusiastic about Rainforests as I am."

AND FROM FURTHER SOUTH AGAIN LEONIE" MORGAN OF MONTMORENCY IN MELBOURNE REPORTS

"As a Southener and not a really active Rainforest gardener, 1 feel that much of the Newsletter does not real-
ly apply to me because the bulk of the relevant specles (though not allt!) prefer.the warmer climates, so a
tendency to skip through the N/L possibly misses some little gems.in the process, and I sometimes feel guilty
that 1 don't give it the time it deserves.

For Diana Snape (Garden Design Study Group), some R/F plants 1 have had success with in Melbourne and would
recommend are:- (Trees) Elaeocarpus reticulatus, Omalanthus populifolius, Hymenosporum flayum, Syzigium
paniculatum, ({Shrubs) Alpinia caerulea, Cordyline rubra, C. stricta, (Creepers) Aphanopetalum resinosum,
Pandorea jasminoides, P. oxleyi, (Ground Cover) Peperomia leptostachya, Veronica plebeia.*

SPREADING THE WORD ON THE BEAUTY AND IMPORTANCE OF RAINFOREST ( 1.E. SPEAKERS WANTED FOR THIS )

>GAP New England Region wrote wondering if the Group had available for hire,.or to borrow, approprfate slides
and perhaps if someone would be prepared to give a talk at one of thelr meetings. They offer to organise acc-
ymodation and refmburse fares. I thought it would be good 1f wé could set up a panel of members who may be
interested in speaking of a R/F topic of your choice to SGAP or other groups with a genuine inteprest in R/F.
’lease think about this, and knock me over in the rush to volunteer ?7 1 can assure ¥0u that active involve-
ent increases the learning curve at an extraordinary rate (at least it did with me).
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PLANT OF THE MONTH -- NOOMAIE OR WAS 1T BALEMO ? WELL ACTUALLY FICUS CORONATA THE SANDPAPER FIG

Figs epitomise the wonders of our natural environment. Giants of the rainforest, dominating the canopies,
murdering their hosts and neighbours (modus operandi - strangling) or smaller trees quietly binding the
creek banks of coastal streams in rainforest pockets such as occur along our owd Ironbark Creek, they are
vital links in the forest food chain.

The botanical name for the genus fig is Ficus (pronounced FY-cus). Another genus named by a genius!
Swedish Carl von Linne, (Or Linnaeus as we remember the Father of Botany), was responsible for the scient-
ific classification of the plant kingdom and one of the plants he named himself was the edible fig we cul-
tivate in our gardens, Ficus carfica. There are a massive B0O species of fig in the world, mostly growing
in the Indo-Malaysian region stretching through New Guinea to Polynesia and Australia. The majority of
the 40 Australian figs occur in Queensland.

How do figs rank on the useful scale in the ecology stakes? Their fruit is avidly consumed by a multi-
plicity of bird species, by flying foxes and by Homo sapiens. Fallen fruit is eaten by ground dwelling
animals. Figs are great fruiters and one tree can support enormous numbers of birds, animals and insects.
Aborigines not only ate the fruit, they also considered young shoots delicacies, to be eaten raw or cooked.
Scurvy stricken explorers and convicts of the infant Port Jackson colony consumed the fruit of Ficus rubig-
inosa the rusty or Port Jackson fig, as an antiscorbetic. The wood of fig trees is soft and stringy, and in
order to prevent destruction at the hands of larvae boring into their trunks, figs manufacture a white stick
latex. The latex has been used by industrial nations for rubber, while the Aborigines used it to trap birds
How's that? Yes they smeared latex on branches known to be used by flocks for roosting perches, the birds
stuck fast and dinner was on. Latex was also used as a wound poultice and I understand is proteolytic.

The bark has been used as string, and also for hammocks, rough blankets and for cloth,

Now what about Noomaie (or Balemo}? These are Aboriginal words for Ficus coronata, the crowned or sandpaper!
fig - a common tree of the Lower Hunter. Banks wrote in his diary at Endeavour River, while his ship was
beached (or perhaps banksed) for repairs. "They use shells and corals to scrape the points of their darts
and polish them with the leaves of a kind of fig tree which bites upon wood as keenly as our shave grass
used by the joiners". 20th century Aborigjnes use the leaves to clean their metal pots and pans., It has
been reported they even shave their legs with the leaves (at least the gentler sex dol!) Fact is indeed
stranger than fiction., Ficus coronata leaves actually do contain siltica which is thought to grind down the
teeth of their leaf eating insect enemies. (They look for their elevenses elsewhere),

This tree is smallish in cultivation and can be kept to 4.5 metres. In the wilds it can grow to a lofty
15m. A great binder of creek banks, it has an obvious place in erosion control. We have planted several
along the canoe trail. The fruit (the tree can be identified by its purple fruit) tastes almost as sweet
as Ficus carica - rub the thin hairy skin off when purple and ripe. The specific name coronata, (from
the Latin coronatus - crowned), also refers to the fruit as there is a crown of bristles at each tip.
Ficus coronata is a dioecius species. A what? A dioecius species means the male and female flowers occur
on separate plants.

By Paddy Lightfoot and reprinted from "The Wetlander", the newsletter of the Hunter Wetlands Trust |
Inc. with Paddy's kind permission. ( Paddy is an active member and committee-man of this restored wetland
at Shortland, a Newcastle NSW suburb.) It is a great 11ttle newsletter - anybody interested, contact Paddy.

A THREAT TO THE FORESTS - THE GREENHOUSE TEMPERATURE INCREASE i

There was a worrying item described in a recent ABC news report. Scientists are predicting that a one
degree increase in the world's average temperatures (and even 19 ijs at the lower range of forecast increase)|
will cause an increase in cyclone activity. They say that not only will the number of these storms double,
their intensity will increase by about 50%.

The effects of cyclones are felt mostly in the Earth's tropical belt, and as we are aware, this 1s where
the bulk of our diminished rainforests are located. It just so happens that these remnants are concent-
rated in mountainous or other inhospitable regions (else they would have also been already destroyed by
our supposedly intelligent brethreng and this terrain attracts much cyclonic activity.

Increasing numbers of cyclones will of course lead to more frequent damage to many forested areas, and
their greater power and ferocity will create greater and more widespread des truction than has happened
in the past. Researchers are extremely concerned that many forests will be unable to recover from the
increasing damage or devastation and will be destroyed - lost for ever.

TOO MUCH NATIONAL PARK IN QLD. 'AND W.A. ? ? 7

So it seems. Both those state governments are proceeding to remove areas that had been set aside’ for envir-
onmental and habitat protection purposes. In W.A. 1600 sq. km. - that's 400000 acres ! - is being given to
the extremely influential mining company, CRA, to mine uranium. This, despite the fact that the uranium
market is oversupplied with prices at consistently low levels, imeffect, unprofitable. So the nation as
such obtains 1ittle benefit from exploiting this (arguable)asset, yet pays the cost of environmental dest-
ruction as well as future monitoring and clean-up costs. This 'gift' is of the Rudall River National Park.

Even worse, in North Qld. Dryandra Nationa) Park at the Whitsundays consists of a variety of habitats -
some flat lowland as well as the usual steeper country normally set aside on our East Coast, The lowland
was presumably unusual or even unique environmentally (Coastal Rainforest?) and is obviously of some
‘economic' value as well, That must be why the Q1d. govt. (They never change, do they, even with a different
party in control) has determined to hand over more than a hundred ha.of this level land that has been a
National Park for some time, to another well known company, this time Japanese, Kumagai Gumi. It plans to
destroy that area to build up to 3 golf courses and a resort, always much needed along the coast.

Many have been under the impression that Qld.has plenty of golf courses, but {nsufficient National Parks.
Is this a wrong premise ?

This largesse does not end there though. NSW 1s in the process of disposing of two and a half million acres
of Crown leasehold land by a generous offer to the current occupiers to freehold. Of course they have to
pay - around 50c an acre is the asking price, but it's probably negotiable too. Of course some of this land
is valueless by being overgrazed in the past, or similarly degraded by inept farming practises, but as well
there are areas of good Rainforest and other intact types of habitat, many of which are insufficliently
protected in our present Reservves.

The NSW govt. did promise that a thorough review would be made of all that estate and where high value
habitat was identified, these places would NOT be converted, but gazetted as Nature Reserves etc.

Any government actions in disposing of OUR property are indefensible, and reinforce the opinions of a
growing number of people that our politicians are so often just self-serving people of 1ittle principle
and a complete lack of ethics. ...there he goes again. Anybody care to disagree ?



s 7

WALKING TRACK :OF THE MONTR SEA ACRES NATURE RESERVE PORT MACQUARIE NSW

Sea Acres is located less than 10 minutes from the centre of Port Macquarie and has one of the most diverse
areas of coastal Rainforest in NSW. A 1.3 km boardwalk through the centre of the Reserve assists with the
management of the ecosystem for the benefit of the organisms which 1ive there and for the pleasure and educ-
ation of visitors. The area was first-dedicated in 1913, various administrative changes' occurred from then
until 1987 when Sea Acres was .gazetted as a Nature Resevve. Important scientific features .are found within
Sea Acres. A geological -fault.runs north-south through the Reserve. On the eastern side’of /this fault, serp-
entine rock has broken down to form a rich red soil which suEportsf¢he'Raigfqreétg=Ihe;ptheﬁg;jde_of the
fault is much older as. that soil is based on metamorphic rocks richiin quartz but less fertile} supporting
Eucalypt forest. - - ] . : g g ey A YL IR s e

The boardwalk was -opened in 1989; it.starts and finishes at the Visitors Centre. The walk is ‘gently undulat-
1n? and quite suitable for disabled and elderly people; wheelchairs, prams and school ‘groups. Imagine being
able to enjoy the tranquility of the Rainforest without a worry about leeches, spiders, snakes and other
creepy crawlies | The boardwalk ranges from less than 1 metre to 6 metres from ground level, often among the
foliage. This prevides the perfect opportunity for plant identification and 'to observe Rainforest 1{fe at
differing levels. Where else can you look.straight down on the spreading crown of a palm or closely watch a
Grey Fantail feeding her young 7 = ' )

Sea Acres contains over 170 plant species. Alex Floyd categorises several different Rainforest suballiances,
the main being the:suballiance of Drypetes - Sarcomelicope - .Cassine - Podocarpus. The boardwalk leads the
visitor to the fault 1ine, then through sub-tropical Rainforest with a moist’easterly aspect. Subtle changes
occur along the walk - at one location it passes through an- almost pure stand of Arcontophoenix cunningham-
iana (Bangalow Palm), then crosses a small creek. The return ' is along a dryer westerly-facing slope. Common
species include Drypetes australasica, Ficus frseri, F. obliqua, Eupomatia laurina, Cinnamomum oliveri,
Capparis arborea, Sarcomelicope simplicifolia, Cleistanthus cunninghamii, Mischocarpus pyriformis, Alangium
villosum, Planchonella australis and Aryteria divaricata. Vines are very common, as are epyphites, particul-
arly on large Ficus, obliqua. . W ] -

The most easterly part of Sea Acres, (which is not accessible from the boardwalk) contains a very good exam-
ple of windswept Littoral Rainforest. Prominent species are Cupaniopsis anacardiodes, Aryteria divaricata,
Cassine australis, Elaeocarpus obovatus, Doodia aspera, Smilax australis and unfortuately Chrysanthemoides
monilifera ssp. rotunda the Bitou Bush - a massive weed problem on the coast..{ Ed. Another "joy" we can
blame the mining industry for.) :

Five species have Sea Acres as their southerhbst-fimit - Hibiscus tiliaceus, Hodgkinsonia ovatifiora, Miil-
etia australis, Peristeranthus h11111 and Psilotum complanatum. : A '

For the "Birdos" over 100 species have been observed, including the magnificent Regent Bowerbird and Rose-
crowned Fruit Dove.. A lTarge variety of other wildlife Tived in this Rainforest - even Koalas have been spot-
ted in the canopy. A colony. of Grey-headed Flying Foxes has used the Reserve periodically over the past 50
years. g . -

The 1.3 km walk can be done at your own pace, a couple of hours -at a time is not uncommon. Volunteer guides
are avajlable, you can go by yourself or do one after the other. An entrance fee 1s charged which gives
access to the boardwalk, educational display and theatrette. A gift shop and cafe are also part of the
visitors centre ' ;

From Peter Steele, Port Macquarie. A volunteer guide at Sea Acres.
(Ed. The local community #s very appreciative of the contributions of a group of keen volunteers to the run-
ning of the Reserve and passing on their enthusiasm for. Rainforests. Another of our members, Val Collis
§s also a volunteer and was kind enough to show Beryl and I and other Group members through Sea Acres).

CLEISTANTHUS CUNNINGHAMII ONE OF THE FEATURE PLANTS AT. SEA ACRES

Peter Steele also mentions that he has started some initial work on this species. A rough count has more
than 50 specimens beside or very near the boardwalk and is keeping an eye out for flowers and fruit. Floyd
1ists the flowering time as August - September. He hasn't sighted any flowers but they must have come and
gone some time ago because many plants now have unripe fruit - their coat is soft as i1s the inside, drupe-
1ike; a bit different to the hard-coated mature fruit. At this.stage the fruits on some specimens seem to
be a lot more prolific than previous years, although he admits that past observations had been centred on
mature fruit. PTants may lose fruit before maturity due to predators or other causes. He will attempt to
monitor this over the coming months and is looking forward to gathering seed both for propagation and hope-
fully for the seed bank. It appears that success has been met from a first attempt with cuttings, but will
do further trials and keep us informed.

As ﬁell, he mentioned that a sowing of only 6 seeds resulted in a 100% germination, between 6 and 10 days
following advice given to him by Alex Floyd 2% years ago. One specimen was planted out in a shady spot (Ed.
They like shade) and is now about a metre high. The others, sti11l in pots are gbout half that size

.'ON NATIVE "PLANTS BECOMING ﬂEEDS. IN AREAS WHERE THEY ARE NOT ENDEMIC

A further -contribution on this topic is from Steve Tornquist. ™ 1 think this largely depends on seed size
and the capacity to be spread by wind, or the local fauna. Another factor would be the local rainfall seas-
onality compared to that of the plants natural area. North Q1d. has good rainfall all year with summer
maximum (monsoonal). Sth. Q. & Nthn. NSW has summer rainfall maximum with dry winters (normally!). Sthn.
NSW usually gets winter rainfall maximum. ’ ' : : )

The germination of fntroduced plants' seeds would be very much at the mercy of this rainfall factor - timing
of fruit production to match rainfall patterns. Cultivated plants get watered, feral plants do not !

1t would be difficult also for, say, a Currawong to swallow a Black Bean or an-Endiandra pubens seed., But
take note that there is a feral Macadamia growing in the Yattyyattah Rainfores{ Reserve near Milton (NSW Sth
Coast)!:Never noticed any Cassowaries in NSW and Emus tend to keep to the dry country.(Steve - they were on
the coast but have been shot out, or otherwise:displaced by us. Ed.) i I '

6revillea robusta tends towards weedy behaviour however, as does Brush Box.(this..one can be seen gruuin? .
beside the Princes Hwy. from Loftus to the Waterfall tollgates 'Southern Sydey'). I have-also.noticed Ficus
rubiginosa .and F. macrophylla growing on the trunks of Canary Island Palms throughout Sydney, but of course
the Date Palms are also coming up everywhere " .. b RO &

£d. I'11 toss another element into this discussion. Some while ago I read something discussing ‘genomes’
that made the point that there needs to be only one 'sport' or plant in a species to enable it to totally
change its normal patterns, often with the opportunity to multiply furfously, just like our species has.
The item ?uoted such a change on an intro. plant that for donkey's yearswas no problem, but something happ-
ened and {t went berserk. Anybody else recollect this, and can you elaborate ? y i



- 8 -

NURSERY OF THE MONTH  OAKLANDS NATIVE NURSERY RUSH CREEK QLD.

This was established by members John and Lorraine Kaminski, north of Brisbane at Dayboro Rd.Rush Creek, 13
km from Petrie. John continues " In.1988 we started to grow Grevilleas, Banksfa, Geraldton Wax, Bottle
Brush etc. for the cut flower trade. However, our direction was changed after an encounter with a pleceof
native hardwood (a log); the log won and I had five breaks in-a leg which awarded me the booby prize (cast)
which I wore for ‘the next 4 months, during which time we purchased our first rainforest tree - Orecallis
wickhamii ‘and decided that Rainforest was the way to go, Along with the Orecallis we ?Ianted several of the
1oca]'ptaneer_Spbciesf'Hg_pul;hegbheaft]y;usingﬂnpwspapgn.:grass tIipﬂings and pine flakes.” The trees yere
wateréd at’planting,'’since ‘then'we have relied on nature,to provide the moisture.> However since then}, 2 dry
seasons and this ‘drought 'year ‘have slowed things down....BUT because of the heavy mulching our losses have
been minor.*! ':‘*,_-3‘._-.1_'33-;;;_4 Fha A3Neip ._... s o I wer ~ ’ =i 3 BT LI L T
So far, we've planted over 300 species of rainforest (mainly S.E.Q1d) in an ornamental garden and a"couple
of rainforest timber plots.'A11 are subject to frosts, and those not so welcome westerlies.. A1l trees in
the ornamenta1'§ard§p have metal tags depicting the botanical and common names, plus date ‘of planting.’

qd4a hpeg preddnz MYFGE <3 = . : " r. . { !
The nursery opens,only at weekends and public holidays, or by appointment. Besides viewing our plantings
for ideas, customers are dealt with on:a one to one basis so that they may select an a?propriate plant for
the situation. At times it becomes repetitive so we've commenced a course on the.establishment and maint-
enance of an ornamental Rainforest he?d on the first Saturday of each month and for which bookings are.
necessary. It is so rewarding to have customers return stating how well their plantings: are doing by foll-
owing the ‘advice.'Ne do 'not maintain to be experts, but through our experimenting in seed germination and
planting with emphasis on mulching we are able to pass this info-to anyone who is interested. In addition
the numerous bird Tife visiting our area continues to increase. One of the most welcome was the Wompoo
Pigeon feeding on Syzigium australe and Elaeocarpus grandis. .- 5 3 . :

Into the 4th year, our éaﬁopy has developed allowing us to start planting understory. One of the moét baff-
ling mysteries 1s seed germination -'we have sown seed of Polyscias elegans which have sat dormant for long
periods whereas a bird dropped a seed under a large Ficus macrophylla and a sturdy Polyscias seedling has
emerged. '

This nursey 1s set in and around a large old dairy shed with a 150 plus year old Ficus macrophylla. An old
dwelling dating late 1870s to 1900s stands nearby, but being the main homesite of a dairy most of the trees
wére cleared for pasture. We are not only endeavouring to re-vegetate the acreage but use our place as an
encouragement and educatfonal centre for others. -

A most welcome 60 mm of rain last week (mid July) has allowed us to do another spurt of planting."”
John's publicity flier also mention that a landscaping and tree planting service is available to busy people

BUTTERFLY OF THE. "MONTH COMMON CROW OR OLEANDER BUTTERFLY EUPROEA CORE':CORRINO

The common crow is a medium sized dark-brown butterfly with white spots in two rows around the wings. It
is found in coastal.north-west, north, and eastern Australia.This common butterfly flies slowly, close to
the ground, often seeming to go round and round in circles. They make interesting short term pets, soon
learning to sip watered-down honey from a small container. i

The Tarva are black, white and orange striped with several pairs of fleshy "feelers" on their backs. Altho-
ugh these butterflies are native they seem to prefer the introduced Oleander (Nerum sp, family Asclepiadac-
eae) to their native food plants. These include Ficus spp. as well & various native climbers of the family

Asclepiadaceae, many of which occur in rainforest. The pupae are shining silver or gold, and they may be
marked with brown.

REFERENCE Common and Waterhouse 1972 Butterflies of Australia Angus & Robertson Sydney

: : " From Judith Brass Karallee Qld.
This 1s the last item 6f the series. Our thanks to Judith for these popular descriptions. Anyone else care
to prepare similar summaries on other butterfly or moth species and so keep this series going 7? Judith
sent these briefs in the hope that they would encourage others to seek more information on these fascinat-
ing insects. Has she succeeded ? g f :

GARDEN OF THE MONTH THIS ONE IS ALL EITHER INDOOR OR BALCONY AT FIGTREE N S W

A11 plants are in pots. Most are small (less than 2m high) and not old enough for flowering. Those outside
are often brought indoors for short periods. The window si11 is a sort of nursery for young plants, but
also seems good as a recovery ward.(Geoff noted the position of each in his letter, but as time has gone by
and he does change thefr location at times, I have not included these details. Ed.) The species are -

Agathis robusta Alectryon subcinereus Araucaria bidwillij A. heterophylla Archontophoenix
cunninghamiana Brachychiton acerifolfus B. discolor . B. populneus Castanospermum australe
Ceratopetalum apetalum . Cryptocarya glaucescens . Diploglottis austraifis Doryphora sassafras
Cassine australe “Eupomatia laurina . Eustrephus latifolius 7 Ficus coronata F. macrophylla
Hibiscus heterophyllus Howea fosterana Livistona australis Lophostemon confertus Pandorea pan-
dorana Plé'gynium timorense . Podocarpus elatus Tecomanthe hi11114 Toona australis and eight
species of Syzigium/Acmenas. =~ .

Various observations - Tecomanthe hi11i1 was doing well indoors for some time, but suffers very badly from
overwatering. o : =

Castanospermum australe- Should NEVER be put outside once it s used to being indoors, they can't handle

the climate change. : .

I used te have many more Illawarra Flames but {n an attempt to clear up a bad attack of scale, I used "White
011" which promptly killed them | Conequently, I don't use it any more on anything. )

I have always 11ked the Macleay Laurel, Anopterus macleayana, which does very well indoors, but require lots
of water and I seem to lose them when I go on holidays and entrust their care to others,

THE = HERBICIDE - “ROUND - UP ™ IS : AGAIN IN THE NEWS - vl - : v

It was mentioned 1n our Tast newsletter that there was a proposal,to aerfal:spray local 1fttoral areas
with this product. It has been used on the NSW South Coast in the ?ast, there are now plan$: that it be
similarly applied to the-coast around Sydney. Suppose "that the whole of Australia will be treated before
much more time elapses; i .{‘'u«. . ‘wustgun ™ sor) e AreTaday sl Wy TESRdls e 4 A
The NSW Conservation Officer, Connie McPherson, has advised that SGAP NSW Council meeting was advised that
an E.P.A. grant has been given as "Environmental Research Trust Grant 1993, No. 06 to Ms. A. Gallagher
University of Western Sydney - Hawkesbury for a two year project evaluating the Enyironmental Risks foll-
owing the use of Glyphosate. 1993 $29680, 1994 $19680",

Not before time, did I hear you say ?



