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WANTED KNOWN / ASSISTANCE REQUIRED.
A RESEARCHER ON PITTOSPORUX SPP SEEKS SEED AND/OR LEAVES.

SGAP Q1d. has forwarded me a copy of a letter from GERRY RAYNER of MONASH
UNIVERSITY Dept. of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology CLAYTON VIC 3168. Gerry
is currently invelved in rosearch on the comparative eco-physiology of sel-
ected pecies of Pittosporus. He wants to do germination and water-relations
experiments on P. undulatum, P. revolutum, P. biclor, & P. phylliraeoides

and in particular to examine any differences between populations from diff-
erent provenances (i.e. between east Vic. and N.Q. populations of, for ex-
ample, P. undulatum.

According to Q1d Herbarium reccrds,.fﬁ&—northern Timit of distn. of P. und-
ulatum is S.E.Q, in the Brisbane-Gladstone region. If any member knows of
natural populations in the Bris region, he would be very keen to gain both
seed and leaves for comparison with east Vic plants. He would require about
50 'sun' leaves- those nex lTeaves from near the top of the canopy taken from
a similar position to reduce bias in the analysis (where of course collect-
ion is possible without dasger to life or Timb)

"My research is supported by a small allowance, and I am therefore able to
pay for seed ( and/or leaves) and other costs associated with obtaining it."

NSW N P & W S IS SEEKING JNFORMATION ON WILD POPULATIONS OF PHAIUS SPP.

Their local botanist,Mike Jodkin, asks that our Group contact ANDREW BEN-
WELL PO BOX 641 MULLUMBIMBY 2482 if you can help. The aim is to produce a
Species Recovery Plan for the two orchids Pp. australis and P. tancarvilleae
doc umenting their distribulion,ecology & conservation status. A1l inform-
ation will improve the knowledge of the species and their protection in the
wild. A detailed summary of the information sought should be obtained from
Andrew, or 1 should imagire, any NP&WS office.

Details required are - Species: Habitat: Popn. size:
ure: Threats: Other comments:

If you are aware of any locations where the Phaius Spp. can still be found
could you pass on the information to aid their survival.

Location: Land ten-

A PRACTICAL WAY TO HELP ENSURE SURVIVAL OF RARE WILDLIFE

Many of you will know of Jehn Walmsley - the man with the cat hat and the
badge "if you hate Australia, own a cat' or something Tike that. He set

up the Warrawong sanctuary in SA some time ago, fenced the property, dis-
placed feral animals and successfully reintroduced 2 number of species of
rare fauna. His syndicate subsequently obtained additional prperties, incli-
uding a big area of Mallee country in far west NSW. He recently formed a
public Company and is seeking subscriptions for shares,from the public.

A prospectus is now availahle from EARTH SANCTUARIES (motto - 'Saving Aust-
ralian Wildlife') PO BOX 3% STIRLING SA 5152

For better or for worse, we invested in some shares on the basis of "put
your money where your mouthk is" and to offer a little support for this
worthy cause. Maybe we will eaven make a 1ittle money in due course. And may-
be one day we may be able to encourage him to aguire some nice RF to ensure
its preservation together with rare fauna under pressure from "deviopment"

AT " BOOYONG " THE MAILBAG 1S OVERFLOWING AND SO IS THE NEWSLETTER FILE !

There is a stack of stuff that is to be passed on from a lot of correspond-
ents, and much inforpation that I feel will be of interest to most of you.
Lack of space beatsﬂgerba] diahhorea anytime, so if you could be a little
patient, I will do my best io get the next N/L out early and catch up on

some of the exciting news.

DON'T FORGET TO PAY YQUR SuBS IF IT IS DUE.
REMINDER.

NOT EVERYONE WILL GET A
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"Rainforests occur where they do, primarily because fires in those

areas have been very rare." ( Big Scrub Env. Centre Newsletter Jan 1994 )
A LOT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE SOON DUE
Those members financial only to June should renew their subs ASAP. There is

a questionnaire going only to people at this stage who should send a payment
if they desire to stay in the Group. The balance of the membership will get
the opportunity to pass on their comments as their subs. become due, but
please comment earlier if you would like to. Questions asked are - Do you
prefer the N/L in this format or should we go back to the previous (big
pages) Are you prepared to register as being willing to welcome other mem-
bers travelling through your area ? You would have to be prepared to show
them through your garden or bush patch, and to direct visitors to places
worthy of inspection Are you prepared to have your phone no. Tisted for
contact 7 I envisage listing members name, suburb or town & phone no.
only.

Note. There are a few bugs in this N/L mainly in margins and page numbers
that can be ironed out in future, if the majority prefers this format. Hard
for us to set out though,

ACTIVITIES ( HALF ) PAGE
REGULAR BRISBANE MEETINGS

Are held on the second Saturday of "odd" months e.g. May, July.
usually published in the Q1d. Bulletin.

SYDNEY GET-TOGETHER AT FRENCHS FOREST SAT. 6TH AUGUST

Jeremy & Sue Trahair are hosting this event at 56 Forestway Frenchs Forest
from 2pm onwards. Main topic for discussion will be success/failures with
growing on plants from seedlings. It will be a bring - buy - swap - sale day
as well so take along your surplus plants:... For further details or directions,
phone (02) 451 5086 (from Tate July onwards)

NSW COUNTRY GET TOGETHER HERE AT BYABARRA AT THE OCT. LONG WEEKEND
A preliminary notification - further details next N/L
SGAP NSW ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW Sat. 23rd & Sun. 24th July

A bit earlier than usual this year, hence the title "Aust Winter Garden Fest-
ival", Setting up displays on the Friday, open times 10am - dpm; admission
$3 adults, children free. More information from Betty Rymer 651 1831 or
Marie Spicer 679 1439, Betty teils me that Helen Tranter is again prepared
to do a display for this Study Group. Anyone who has any suitable RF mater-
ial, attractive plants to loan, flowers, fruit or foliage for our display,
%ill be applauded. Those able to help Helen, or at the Festival generally,
would be welcomed. Helen's address is 12 McGuiness Dr. Robertsgn 2577 ph.
048 85 1394, otherwise let Betty know of any assistance you could render.

Venue: Nurser Industry Assoc. Exhibition Premises, 344 Annangrove Rd. Rouse
Hill. (Just off Windsor Road) .

Details are



RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION OF THE GROUPS* DIRECTION & LEADERSHIP

A number of members were goud enough to put in time and effort to advise of
their attitudes to the matters raised in the January newsletter. I thank
each of them for commenting on the manner in which this Group should be run.
Not unexpectedly, opinions on most of the points under discussion are some-
what diverse so there are just no unanimous views to guide me. One thing
though, as nobody else sought to become leader - by vote of confidence or
otherwise - you will have to tolerate me for a bit longer !

The replies so far have been supportive, and there were a couple of construc-
tive suggestions on things that could be considered. As you will see, most
respondents are very happy with the existing format and content of the N/L,
so few changes can be expected.

One must assume that the silent majority also agree with the current situat-
ion, otherwise differing opinions would have been expressed. No doubt some
who have taken particular exception to an odd comment have already left our
Group, hands and minds so trembling that they were unable tc sensibly put
pen to paper to put their own views or biases - a right that we should all
support, and even expect.

So - onto the replies. I've had to summarise most of them in order not to
take up the whole issue; just hope that I do justice to each and that noth-
ing is taken out of context.

ALEX LYONS assures me that he is quite happy with the status quo, the N/L
presents a good balance of interesting subjects. Perhaps members taking off-
ence with political/ economic/ environmental camments may be better off lea-
ving the Group, form their own cloistered organisation and ignore the happ-
enings of the real world. "Ignorance is bliss !" some say. '

ROBIN ALLEY was most concerned that a degree of criticsm is occuring, but
pleads that I not be discouraged. Her involvement with native flora has al-
ways been with the view of lhiabitat protection and conservation and the long
term hope for revegetation, education and stewardship, and the good news is
that these things are steadily happening. There has been a surge of interest
in Landcare projects although the number of active people is fairly small.
Rob then mentions some of her present activities that I will pass on later,
and fays that another thing this groups membership has given her is the fee-
ling of belonging with many tike-minded people. Like me, Robin is also con-
cerned that many new, young SGAP members often become disenchanted as older
members object to any attempt to become actively involved with environmental
concerns. Maybe they just don't have any de scendants to be concerned for ?

It is difficult to do justice to TREVOR & CAROL DEAN'S letter in summary, but
here goes. They say that Beryl & I have done a marvellous Jjob in keeping the
N/L wonderfully healthy since #7 in Feb. 1990. They have not necessarily ag-
reed with every word printed (Ed. Nor have I !) but you have provided an en-
ormous am ount of valuable information and interest for all of us. Do cont-
inue to publish the N/L. The Deans do not favour the spitting of the Group
for irrvespective of individual political & environmental views it is fair to
say that all members love rainforest! And as such are keen to hear experien-
ces and ideas from the full range of other members to build on their own in-
terest and knowledge. Each member should be able to gain value from the N/L
though not all of its content will be of interest to every member, those
items not of interest or that are disagreed with, can simply be skipped over.
It is not unusual for peoplie like us to WORRY about what is happening to our
planet.We need to know these things, sad as many of them are.

"each of us has a responibility and try and do something to slow, and
where possible, halt the destruction and at the same time help educate others
who do not yet understand exactly what humans are doing to destroy theivfarth.
We vote for no change but would like those who have issues to have the oppor-
tunity to express them in the N/L and invite comments from other members.”

o] -

SOME MORE COMMENTS ON FUTURE POLICY OF OUR GROUP

A move to real RF land, at Gympie, should be much appreciated by AUGUST
FRICKE. Together with a brief report on his 3 year old RF that I will pubt-
ish next issue, August feels that the Group should stay together as one, un-
der my leadership. Everyone should be willing to get involved with the broad-
er issues of conservation. No one is an island to himsehf. " I appreciate
your thrust and hard work. Sarcasm should be minimal though and members
should be allowed to air constructive criticsms in the NAL."

And two others that got mis-filed and found only in the nick-of-time.

Wonder what else 1 have temporarily lost ? Reminders please.

LEON RADUNZ who is a fairly new member writes"that in any large group of peo-
ple there will be disparate interests and levels of involvement as well as
feelings on specific issues. As the saying goes - "you can't please all the
people all the time". Those wha do not support your contentions should ignore
them and take what they want from the N/L. No one is forced to read your 1itt-
le tirades nor ars they obliged to support your jideas. L However they should
respect your stance and the effort you put into the Study Group. If not, they
are quite entitled to disseminate their own less contentious Newsletters.

For my part, David, keep up the good work. As some wise sage once said - I
might not agree with what you say, but you have a right to say it"

Leon also enclosed a copy of the item from a Feb. "Good Weekend" titled
"Death Wish - Guess which species is headed for extinction -- Ours!™. It

is an interesting but alarming piece of reporting that carries a number of
warnings that probably should be heeded. Anyway it too is in the files, and
if space permits at some time in the future, I may quote some of it.

Finally, and together with other matters for our next N/L PAUL BRADY supp-
orts the current direction of the N/L and ultimately the group direction.

"A diversity of themes is necessary because all ultimately integrate. A str-
ictly gardening orientation is too atomistic an approach and would fade away
fast. Conservation of plants is a unifying theme for most members. Aft-
er all why do so many specialise in Aust. plants if not to play a small role
in conservation. Politics invariably comes into conservation because it is a
balance between exploitation and presswation as well as individual self-int
-erests versus wider longer term perspectives. I think it is up to
members to offer an alternative view rather than criticise the voicing of an
opinion. The strength of any organisation comes from debate and the diversity
of views which members hold. We all help create consensus positions."

Really finally, the mail conractor just left a note from ROD COOK saying
“Thank you and all contributors for RFSG N/Ls. You asked about the conservat-
ion & environmental aspects. " Rod points out that on p.3, "Native Plants for
NSW" , it includes 'SGAP NSW Ltd ...... people interested in propagation,
cultivation and conservation To foster support for, and promote

the preservation and conservation of Aust Native Plants '. This includes
RF types. Without knowing what goes on we would not be able to stop their
total disappearance. So keep up the environmental as well as plant informat-
jon. "

Very briefly summarised, it is obvious that the majority view is to maintain
the customary direction that has been developed over the past 4 odd years.

It also appears that few members will depart from this Group. And it is app-
arent that we have a good percentage of active and aware people in our Group.
Thank you.

WANTED =--- A PLANT PHYSIOLOGIST WITH KNOWLEDGE OF FIRE TOLERANT SPECIES

A friend of ours, active in conservation matters is endeavouring to rebut
some of the criticsm of native vegetation and its supposed potential danger
to homes and other property. Obviously RF species wouldigenerally be as
"safe'as most exotics, but there are no doubt other natives that do not burn
well. Can anyone direct her to a source(s) for advice and information?



- ip- QUICKIES ! , 3 . ;
KINGS PARK (W.A.) RESEARCH BREAKTHROUGH COLIN ANDERSEN wrote that he is perfectly happy with the approach to the N/L.
“In fact I commend you for taking the trouble to draw our attention to ra®n-

R?SeaTChers there announced 1n.Feb?uary a truly amazing discovery - seed ger- forest conservation issues. I fail to see how an fiuterest in R/F plants and
mination of much of our flora is via §moke treatment, and not by fire as has a concern for their conservation can be separated. Readers could even be ask-
always been believed. It seems that it is all or some of the various chemicals ed to write letters to politicians on such issues as the Quaid subdivision ir
that anSt;?#te smoke trigger actual germination, and not the heat as has been the Daintree or the Starcke wilderness sale. The N/L is excellent - keep it v
assumed until now.

; - . From PETER STEELE - " Rainforests will always remain part of a highly controv
Just another argument against fire being necessary to maintain our bushland's ersial and emotive issue as long as there is conflict between development &
diversity ? Obviously it is not necessary to deliberately burn large areas, onservation. Any general study of Rainforest thevefore must encompass these
all that is required is for a boundary to be burnt while a suitable breeze is environmental issues to be complete. I do not necessarily agree with every
D]0w1ng for the smoke to bitlow over the rest of the site. Save a lot of wild- article in the N/ts (nor do I read every article) but I support their inclus-
Tife as well. ion. I also support your continuing leadership of this Group, congratulations

* * * on yor achievements with it. Good Tuck in resolving the conflict of criticsm

THE RESOURCES ASSESSMENT COMMISSION IS TO BE ABOLISHED and objection. Keep up the good work! *
One hopes not due to lack of resources ? It was set up in 1989 and has under- Short and sweet from PETER SMITH - I Tike the N/L just the way it is! {Pete‘s
taken major inquiries intoc Australia's forests and timber resources, and intc busy doing things for the Group, as you will see later.)

options for the use of the Kakadu Conservation Zone. Its final job was the
Coastal Zone Enquiry - a pretty weighty tome, about 600 pages. They were good
enough to send me a copy of that report as I did make a personal submission
listing measures that may be considered to reduce our ongoing impact into that
environment. I've not had a chance to look at it yet, but their October Bulle-

ESTHER TAYLOR feels that all should appreciate taking on the leadership of th
Group when nooneelse was willing. "You have developed it into an active and

growing group that involves us all - if we contribute to it!" "Why change th-
ings because one or two may not enjoy some article about environmental issues
that concern us all. We should be thanking you for the time & effort you spen

tin probably says it all. Olympian Coastal Effort Needed". to keep it going". Esther concluded with the hope that I continue as leader
The RAC's Forests and Timber Report, which as 1 recollect, was strong on SUS- and get enjoyment from keeping this interesting group going.
TAINABLE exploitation appears to have been ignored to a great extent. One can . ) . .
only hope that the Coastal Enquires conclusion and redommendations do not suffer [ hope that GARY DALY is happy with my summary of his many perceptive comment
the same fate. " If you are interested in R.F. and neglect the broader issues you are seeing
the trees and not the forests. Your comments reflect that the destruction

N & o caused by humans is exponentially linked with our exploitive culture.” 'Your

THERE IS TO BE AN INQUIRY INTO AUSTRALIA'S POPULATION CARRYING CAPACITY comments reflect the awareness of someone who sees that forests are essential

for all animals, including humans." Gary suggests {as have others, privately)
that those who find some comments offensive have the option of not rejoining
the Group. (Ed. That has certainly happened in the past, but it would be far
better for all concened if such sensitive people had not joined in the first

By the House of Reps Standing Committee for Long Term Strategies, chaired by
Barry Jones. Terms of reference are (1) the population which can be supported
within, and beyond, the next 50 years (2) the range of community views etc.
(3) the provision of a comprehensive information base etc. (4) policy options. 1 .
Written submissions should be in by 15th April, but an extension of time may be place. I have never, and will not in the future, set out to deliberately up-
negotiated. Submissions, inquiries and requests for additional information to set anyone so I am always disturbed when people feel that something mentioned

Parlt House Canberra or phone 06 277 4002 or fax 06 277 4827. in passing is aimed directly at them.)

Many people consider that our country is overpopulated already, but there have SHIRLEY JOHNSTON's big interest is in growing trees, but this very much incl-
been no proper scientific, social or environmental studies made to confirm this udes the environment as well. Has found the N/L most interesting and informat

fact. Maybe the results of such an inquiry will be ignored anyway, there already V€, and if the RFSG is split into Botany and Ecolegy would join both. " I am
has been a decision by the Minister for Immigration for an increase in the num- sure that emphatic expression of opinions is often needed to make an impact -
bers of migrants for the coming year. Despite one million people already unem- 1t 1s just too easy to sit back and hope that all »il1 be well. Thanks for th

ployed, serious doubts about the ability to sustain our basic natural resocurces, time & effort you put into the N/L." )

and of a probable increase in foreign debt caused by the demands of more people JUDITH BRASS has had & lot of dinput into the Group over the years, and conf-
for additional imports. o * irms that, she too has wider interests and supports the environmental/ conser
) — vation emphasis of the current N/Ls. Cultivation of plants is an excellent
SOME NATIONAL  ESTATE IN N S W BEEN LOST FOP ALL TIME ? ? ? safety net to protect rare plants should they be wiped out in -the wild. This
There was a recent report that The Coolangubra and Tantawanglo wildernesses in particularly applies to those occuring in a small rea, and vulnerable to dis
the state’s South East forests had been removed from the register of the Nation- ~3stérs such as the NSW fires and urban sprawl. It is however more ecologicall:
al Estate. The reason for the delisting was that the integrity of both areas desirable to preserve the diversity of intact comuunities. " I find it comfor
had been compromised from major logging operations carried out in those locat- table to know that I am not the only one who gets angry with politicians who

ions. Those areas had been described as 50,000 ha of rugged Australian postcard change colour at the flip of a dollar coin."

country. Yet it seems no time since a private members bill passed the lower Like many city dwellers, GWEN CADDY is unable to grow a lot of plants and

house of State parliament to protect the wildernesses for all time. Unfortunately sometimes envies people who have spacious gardens but joined the Group to

the legislation was lost in the upper_chamb?r by Jjust one vote, that of a Fred tearn as much as possible about RF plants,primarily in the natural environmen

N11e.. §1t of a shame. Some of the mainland's rainforest species at their south- The motto of SGAP when I joined was 'Preservation through cu1tivation', o

ern limits grew there. N ' Wh:ﬁ appealed to me was the “preservation’, along with the Tearning that went
3 % Wi it." Gwen also feels that I am right to draw zttention to conservati

UNDERSTANDING FROST environmental matters. . : ARl S

This was the heading of a most interesting & instructive topic in a Euca]yp?us
Study Group N/L. As I have not sought approval from the authors to reprint it

in this N/L,anyone wanting a copy should send me 2 stamps and I will copy it for
you.



1 have known GEOFF LONG for a long time and always appreciate his no nonsense
approaches to particular problems. Geoff points out that as well as the Iwo
mzin interest groups within RFSG - the gardeners and the botanist/conservat-
jonists, there are 2 trends in the latter(a) consensus politics as the art of
the possible - the best compromise; and (b) the confrontational, polemical,
revolutionary. "It seems te me that in all Study Groups all these attitudes
are present and generally reasonably accomodated in one organisation. 1 would
like to seeRFSG continue to unify all the people who are interested in our

RF plants whether primarily as gardeners, as amateur botanists & ecologists,
or as RF conservationists.

As the SGAP is not primarily an organisation for exerting political pressure
I would prefer the political comment to be more irenic (peaceful) than polem-
ic (warlike). However if there is a group who feel too restricted by such an
attitude they may be able to affiliate as a RF botanical/ecological affiliate
to a nature conservation organisation without leaving the RFSG. Good luck

in your deliberations about this matter."

PADDY LIGHTFOOT is pretty adamant that the Group not be split. As he mentions
he has written re the N/L before, and still supports and enjoys it. He Tlikes
the political/philosophical bits and reckons that most people enjoy the N/L
or else the Group wouldn't be as large as it is. He wonders if we are the
biggest Group yet, but maybe the Grevillea SG just beats it. ( Ed. Fern may
be bigger too, in numbers). Paddy has not heard any criticsm or objections

to the N/L from his contacts, and believes that the cultivation of Aust.
plants is inexorably linked with conservation, ecology .etc - you can't split
them up; and to separate the group into two would be an artificial division.
He also suggests that there be no change in the leadership.

Further support comes from LEN BUTT who asks that I keep up the good work
and remain as I am. Suggests that I forget the knockers, they are probably
passive members anyway. (Ed. Most of them are Len)

JOYCE WARD believes that RF conservation is an issue, but

Longstanding member
is more attune to SGAP and suggests that there should be

growing the plants
two groups.

SUE PHILLIPS suggests that N/Ls be grouped into catagories such as -Propag-
attion; Members activities and interests; Regenerationlreplanting & growing;
"O0f the month“; and most importantly an Issues and discussion page_s) that
will hopefully be popular with and used by the members. Sue also Tiked the
format of the last N/L finding it much easier to read. (As did Shirley John-

ston).

ELWYN HEGARTY would also like to see the N/L sectioned - Horticultural advice
& experiences; Advice & experiences on maintaining natural RF; Scjentif1c_
information including species lists, changes of name, confusion with duplic-
ated common names; Conservation advice - a members forum for informed comment
on important issues and other matters; Reports on Group activities & forth-
coming events; Updates (eg Seed Bank) and reviews of new/old books; An edit-
orial (concentrate on a different segment each time). Also doesn't want the
Group split, as discussions on conservation/environmental issues wi}1 still,
inevitably, arise as members seek to grow and/or conserve RF: The main func-
tion of the Group should be to provide impartial, accurate information so
members can make informed decisions - both on what to grow and on how tc pro-
mote conservation of what is already growing in their own areas.

Being involved in Bush Regeneration both professionally and voluntary, CAROL
BENTLEY says that if the Group is split into two separate interest groups,
she would be with the Botanical etc section as it is more relevant to an
important aspect of her activities.

HARRY FRANZ Wwrote that he eagerly reads the N/L and hqs no objectjon Fo the
conservation info. as he has always been interested in conservation issues.

Obviously some of the N/L topics are not as interesting @3 others but passes

s e o o

CURRENT THREATS TU KAINFOREST IN TWO STAfL»

FIRSTLY - THE SENIOR STATE. There is always controversy in NSW when old

growth forests are logged. It seems that every day there is a protest somewhere
inh the State, so there must be a Tot of this habitat being lost. From our point
of view, old growth usually contains RF to a various degree, sometimes a virtual
closed forest, with just a few emergent, very old trees such as Blue Gum, Flood-
ed Gum or Brush Box. Many scientists consider Tristaniopsis should be classif-
jed as a RF species anyway and therefore if you have legislation preventing the
logging of RF, as we have in NSW, you dont log that species.

Generally, RF in old growth has survived because it has remained in an undistur-
bed condition for a long time. Logging of emergent trees causes a great deal of
damage, not only to the immediate areadamaged by the tree falling, but by log-
ging roads, log dumps etc.

Wild Cattle Creek SF near Dorrigo NSW is one of the current controversies. Due
to problems with an EIS for the district, the industry has run out of resources.
To keep the loggers quiet it was decided to allow logging in sections of the
Forest for AT LEAST 6 MONTHS. After all economically available timber has been
removed, an EIS will be prepared for the area. Why bother ?

* * *

Around Kyogle in Northern NSW there are some great rainforests, many on the
Richmond Range. State Forests fauna and flora consultants unequivocally recom-
mended against logging the old growth forests of the Dome Mountain area. Des-
pite this, Forestry have chosen to ignore this advice, and have instead released
their own "preferred option" which allows for the logging of the whole Dome Mtn
area.

In Toonumbah S.F. it is intended to log the tops of 4 major creeks that are pre-
dominately RF. A1l of the compartments listed for logging in this forest have
been proposed for World Heritage Listing, also for inclusion in a proposed
"Toonumbah N.P." (Summarised from Big Scrub Environment Centre N/L Jan 1994)

-~ NSW and QLD.

THE SUNSHINE STATE - Shoalwater Bay is always going to be controversial, being &
550,000 ha. reserve, said to be one of the last wilderness areas on Australia's
Fast Coast. Although it too is listed on the register of our National Estate,
there is a proposal for sandmining of much of the beachfront - by a WA Company.
From the Company's estimates of the capital and operating costs, an independant
study concludes that on 1992 minerals prices, the venture would incur losses of
$136 million in the first 10 years operations.

* * *

Is the Starcke Wilderness on Cape York safe yet in public or Aboriginal hands ?
There has been no recent information on this matter around here for some time.
* *x ' *
It has been dubbed N.Q's "eco-disneyland" - and the "People Against Kuranda Sky-
rail" are planning a campaign against a proposed 7.5 km cableway through some
of our World Heritage RF. The "skyway" would carry up to 300,000 people p.a.
from sea-level Smithfield north of Cairns to Kuranda, altitude 340 m. The Wet
Tropics Management Authority, as well as the Q1d government, has approved the
“development™. It is planned to charge $20 a ride, travelling at five metres
per second above and sometimes level with the Rainforest canopy on 37 pylons
constructed in the forest.

Calculations are that at 5 m. per sec. it would take just 25 minutes to traverse
the 7.5 km. That is 11 miles per hour. I can't even investigate RF at a slow
walking pace, only % of that rate, so the tourists probably won't be in a posit-
ion to appreciate the forests. And with nearly 1000 people per day in the area,
just imagine the traffic jams !

So, more roads, amenities buildings, take away food stores, souvenier shops,
accomodation, people to service all those - farewell Firanda and district, it
WAS a great place.

-13 -
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MORE BLOODY ISSUES ! THEY JUST KEEP COMING, DON'T
gW THAT THE SMOKE HAS CLEARED LET US LOOK AT THE JANUARY FIRES

THEY ?

hings have very much quietened down now that the bushfire danger has passed
or the time being. In the clear light of day, and now that so many emotional
eelings can be looked at reasonably and calmly, us 'greenies’' are not so

ad after all and we didn't really start any fires anywhere. But

there is an

lection due in NSW in March 1995 and I would bet any amount of money that
he same rednecked people who used the freedom of gun control will bash the
eads of environmentalists with those same gun butts that they should never
ave been aliowed to possess (what right does anyone have to deliberately

nd wantonly take the life of any creature for fun or 'sport') during the cam-

laign. Some facts -----

lational Parks received 5 times as many fires from neighbouring properties as

rscaped from areas under their control and management.

)f 154 fires recorded in NSN, there were only 3 in "wilderness" areas which
s of great disappointment to the rednecks who are opposed to this concept.

\1so, those 3 fires were all put out before they could spread to
and.

adjacent

\ 13 year old boy was responsible for lighting a fire that destroyed bushland
\nd threatened homes at Marsfield in Sydney. The court let him off (they us-
1ally do, or else fine offenders a paltry sum of money), but sternly ordered

1im not to do it again.
The NP&WS trebled the area control burned between 1989 - 1993.
“ive per cent of NSW is National Parks and simitar Reserves, but

over the

yast 3 years 40% of the States control (also known as hazard reduction) burns

have been in these Parks. How much can you burn, and how often anyway

?

duch criticsm was directed at NP&WS for either closing, not maintaining, not
having enough fire trails or whatever else they could think of. They conven-
iently ignored the facts that fires around Sydey "jumped" a 6 Tane freeway
(the Sydney-Newcastle F3) and a couple of rivers, including the very wide

Hawkesbury.

The Park Service has been squeezed of funds by our State govt. resulting in
a staff freeze. The opposition claimed that the Service was forced to slash

jts spending on maintenance by 58% this financial year. If this
it is no wonder that fire trails are not up to scratch.

As Len Butt points out, most people do not realise that although
usually recovers, the loss of fauna can be 100%, because territo

is the case,

the flora
rial fights

between survivors and others in nearby undisturbed sites can be devastating.

The final rebuttal it the knockers and haters of natural, undisturbed habitat
seems to have been said on 4/11/1980 and reported in the'Sydney Morning Her-

ald' the next day. It said that "there had been adequate burning

off of und-

ergrowth in the Royal National Park before Mondays fatal bushfire". ( Five
volunteer firefighters were killed when their tanker was trapped as they

were endeavouring to escape from a dangerous situation). Extensi
reduction had been carried out in the park during the winter mon
after the tragedy the local Bushfire Officer inspected the area
that "he was happy with the hazard reduction work done in the pa

ve hazard
ths, and

and stated
rk". Another

report advised that all tracks in the park were cleared and in good condition.

Even though there are adequate fire trails, winter burns have de
ground of litter and mulch, for a time, and men and equipment ar
there can be no guarantee of safety to 1ife and 'property'.

Fires will remain a factor % our environment, no matter what rid
destructive measures may be taken. Los- s will continue because

past planning decisions. Just as if a .1ty is built in an earthq
some in America) it is not real bright to build your roads syste
above the ground, if we wish to live in bushfire prone locations
have all of our developments at the top of ridges or on slopes a
tare fiaprce firec are carried upwards by the forces of phgﬁcs.

nuded the
e available

iculous and
of stupid
uake zone (as

m suspended
we don't

nd hillsides

-5 -

on much credit for the work on and size of our N/L - much bigger than any 2
frombther Study Groups that he has been involved with. Maybe on some occasions
the 'wording has been a bit strong or even offended some and could have been
presented more mildly, but do keep up the good work.as he has a thirst for in-
formation on RF plants and their cultivation.

GEOFF & MERLE GOADBY do not favour splitting the Group. SGAP is NOT just anot-
her garden club. The objects of the Ssciety make this clear and highlight the
broad aims of preservation and conservation of the Aust. flora. Even if we
focus narrowly on propagation and growing natives, the most common cause of %
failure is lack of understanding of the environments in whick plants coour
naturally. Our often puny efforts reinforce the need to protect and conserve
wild populations. Given the long term conservation objects of the SGAP3
many members feel that it is vital that the Society refrain from comment which
may be construed as favouring a specific pelitical party. Appreciates that in
the last N/L most of the political comment was gathered on a separate page.
x - xr©

Well what a job listing all this! Twenty responses according to my tally, and
1 think I've missed out on 1isting a couple of others. Apologies to them, Il

endeavour to catch up next issue.

Presently, 1 just do not have the time available to accede to every wish
otherwise we would end up with a 40 page N/L, and a major deviation from past
procedures will, I know, lead to the loss of a number of highly regarded memb-
ers. However the suggestions of smaller pages (Dean Pryke submitted detailed
j1lustrations on this ages ago too) has been taken up, but I find it much
more difficult to set out,

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM MEMBERS

A lot of this was maant for inclusion in N/L 21 (2/93), but a pile of your
letters got put aside and "buried". Sorry.

SEEDLING NOTES - Harry & Rhoda Jeavons wrote that they have never seen seed-
lings under their Euodia micrococca or E. elleryana,or Commersonia bartramia.
However Alectryon subcinereus, Trochocarpa laurina, Synoum glandulosum, Par-
archidendron pruinosum & Cissus antarctica (a real pest) self sown all over
the property. Red Cedar seed is supposed to germinate within a few weeks, so
they were a bit surprised to get total germination from 7 weeks (cold weather
2). No Tuck with Grevillea robusta until told about light sensivity when 100%
result was achieved from the next sowing. They are self-sown everywhere now,
throughout the year, as are Hymenosporum fiavum. Birds must have brought in
Neolitsea dealbata & Eupomatia laurina. Found that generally self sown seedl-
ings transplant quite satisfactorily from places where they are not wanted.
Gmelina leichhardtii is difficult to grow here (Gosford NSW) - they are slow,
Qie back and generally look miserable for. years before either dying or start-
ing to develop.' Not Tike Cayratia clematidea, they come up everywhere. (Ed.
Yes and they root sucker freely. Keep away from this one in small gardens.)

Steve Tornquist tells of his experieces - At the time of writing (4/93), 3
Termina1ia spp., Bombax & Adansonia were thriving, as were a Swietenia (West
Afr1can), but the Kapok Trees,Ceiba petandra,were looking tatty. (Ed. I was
given seed of this some time ago, but none germinated). The Asian Teak seed-
Tings that he previously mentioned were sprayed with white 0il to eradicate
some bugs have all since died, making him wonder whether other species are
susceptible to this treatment. Past attempts with Flintwood, Scolopia braunii
suggest that its seed has low viability and any germinations are lucky. (Ed.
I collected some here last year and sowed them immediately, resulting in ar-
ound a 40% germination.

THE UNKNOWN SLUG IN N/L 21 mentioned by Jeremy Trahair, seen on the weekend
at Allyn River NSW is probably Tribonophorus graeffeii, advises our new member
Peter Merrotsy.
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GMELINA LEICHHARDTII, WHITE BEECH - Peter Smith adds that this tree is common
around the Eumundi area. On a historical note, when the family property there
was cleared of its original RF in the 1920's, a rather large beech fell into
the creek and couldn't be moved. There it stayed for about 60 years, partly
submerged until 1989 when it was pulled out. It took 2 years for the log to
dry out enough for a local craftsman to mill it and turn it into a lovely din
-ing room table and a coffee table that graces his house now. Says a lot ab-
out the keeping quality of the timber, after all that time in the water.

MAL CULLEN wrote that he has moved, not too far away though to Ashby near
Maclean. He has his eye on the local hall site across the road that is bigger
than their 3/4 acre - 10 acres - and has a long term plan to grow heaps of

RF plants on a section of it. He feels that revegetating public land is an
important objective and hopes that the trees will be safe for the next 100
years or so. They were waiting for a bore to be drilled on their block at the
time; we trust that good water was struck. Mal enclosed the Rainforest Con-
servation Society Newsletter that he thought may be useful to our Group.

ROLLO PETRIE RAINFOREST at the North Pine Country Park, Petrie Q. has been
allocated funds from the Park Board for establishing tracks through the Rain-
forest. Work commenced last June so it is no doubt completed by now. They
even placed a huge 20 tonne rock at the beginning of the track. Jan Sked is
very involved with the whole project and the group hope to produce a self-
guiding brochure for those wishing to explore the Rainforest.

Since then, Jan has relinquished her position as ASGAP Study Group Coordin-
ator. I thank her for the excellent job that she did over, I think, 3 years
in keeping all the Study Grouﬁ§ of/%hat was happening administratively and
generally that we ihTorme needed to know.

LLOYD BIRD passed on a lot of news on what had happened around Ipswich. Red-
bank Plains High School was given $2000 to erect a bush-house where students
will grow on plants from seeds & cuttings collected from remnant patches of
scrub on Possum and Woogaroo Creeks. These plants will be used to restore a
patch of degraded Riverine Rainforest on Possum Ck. Local developer, Spring-
field Corporation funded work to clear the site of Lantana.

Lloyd was successful in obtaining a grant with the support of Ipswich SGAP,
for the remnant Woogaroo Scrub. He was also involved in the collection of
material by the Qld. Uni of Technology for use in cancer research. He sent
details of a new Plectranthus sp. (ormeau) and of the rare Hernandia bival-
vis for me to use in a later N/L.

More on Steve's SWIETENIA MACROPHYLLA. This Meliaceae species has an unusual
germination habit., the large winged seeds (5 - 7cm long)split and a Tlong
leafless leader emerges to about 10 - 15cm high, the Jeaves occur as scatter-
ed scales on the stem. The cotyledons remain inside the seed, the first two
leaves appear at the top of the stem, simple at first, compound when about

20 - 30cm height is reached. New growth tends to be bright shiny red, then
pink and finally greening up. Definitely need heat of about 300c. to germ-
inate the seeds as earlier unheated batches rotted.

THE VILLAGE OF MT. GLORIOUS ON D'AUGULAR RANGE N. W. OF BRISBANE

Joyce Ward sent me, ages ago, details of the area and local activities. It
looks to be a very pleasant area, perhaps members would like to have a Took
around there? It is surrounded by rainforest and is amidst the Brisbane For-
est Park, an authority set up for the benefit of visitors. Qld. Forestry &
the NP&WLS are both involved in the management. The village has a Community
Assn. its main aim being to watch over its magnificent environment. The Toc-
als were conscious of an increasing thr at from lLantana growing along the
road verges and climbing into the adj. e¢nt RF so commenced its removal. A
bulldozer was used in the worst areas and the whole replanted with trees ind-
igenous - about 450 at the time of writing last year. Chinese Celtis, Cassia,
and Privet were also targeted

Many of the problems resulted from previous control burns carried out at the

. /'pt
wrong time. Winter burns are disastrous in that region and areas of Eucalyp

THE ISSUES AND DISCUSSION PAGE
CAN YOU BELIEVE THIS ?

Three hundred thousand tree ferns were taken from the wild in 1992 alone,
for landscaping and nursery stock.

Also 80,000 Xanthoreas were destroyed for their resin content (Resin is back
in demand, after a lapse in the market). One property alone took 30 tonnes !

Sydney is to have a new toll road, the F2 which will traverse about 20 km
and 115,000 trees along the route will be destroyed.

Do all of you believe that we can continue to exploit and destoy at this
rate, and yet maintain our planet as a life support system ?

OVERSEAS RAINFOREST NEWS

The numbers of Chimpanzees in the wild is down to 175,000. This is due to
loss of habitat - Equatorial African Rainforest is being destroyed just as
rapidly as other tropical Rainforest - and by the actions of poachers.
Their method is to Tocate an adult with a baby, shoot the mother who falls
from the tree with her baby which is then taken into a nearby city and sold
for between 200 and 2000 doillars. (ABC Radio 31/3/94)

* *
Destruction of Indonesian forests is being assisteg by prominent British
companies, such as Legal & General and Schroeders that have large interests
in the company BARITO (?) Pacific Timer with is accused of clear felling
Rainforest & illegal logging. Barito has a five and a half million ha.
concession, an area bigger than Switzerland.

The "iqvestors" Justify their position by "being completely unaware of the
situation” or merely by " a need to maximise the returns to their investors
or shareholders". (ABC Radio 4/4/94)

*
Cambodia is pillaging its RF at a ?ate of 4 to 5 t?mes a sustainable rate.
(U. N. estimate Feb. 1994 ).
* * *
The lucky recipient of an Australian paid for bridge over the mighty Mekong
River is Laos. This is to allow the country to be "opened up". For these
words read the alterpnative "to enable the pristine RF to be Togged, roaded,

farmed and otherwise degraded." -

Axsther project we are inv6iVed with js a study of the dynamics of the vast
Mekong River system and its delta, under threat by silt released by vast
clearing of forests in the hinterland. The goal is to predict future sedim-
ent flows so as to avoid the loss of ports and waterways, as well as damage
to fishing grounds.
. * * *
The virtual owner of the infamous Eden NSW woodchip mill - Harris Daishowa -
was arrested in Tokyo late last year on suspicion of bribing a politician
to clear the way for a golf course & housing development. Two other Daishowa
employees were arrested as well. The bribe paid is said to have been the
equivalent of 1.38 millfondollars Aust. The Australian govt. renewed approv-
al of Daishowas export licences for woodchips late last year, despite vocif-

erous protests by enviropmentalists. Free of charge no doubt.
* * *

New Zealand has a new Minister for the Environment, a 36 year old Simon Upton
who fancies himself as a 'designer and inventor' of efficient economic inst-
ruments to discourage greenhouse gas emissions while preserving economic
growth and political harmony - no small order.. An intense, cerebal member of
an intellectually unspectacular Cabinet, Upton comes to the portfolio with st
rongly pro-business, pro-market personal beliefs.

What chance do N.Z.'s remnant RFs have to survive under this philosophy? If
our group would take up a collection, we could probably buy them for a few
dollars. That is one of the benefits of Economic Rationalism !
(The"Australian Newspaper " recently reported this item)
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NEW MATERIAL IN OUR REFERENCE SECTION

From MARK WILLIAMS - Giltian Summerbell's paper on Rainforest regeneration
(Cunninghamia Vol 2 (3) 1991 "Regeneration of Complex Notophyll Vine Forest
(Humid Subtropical RF in Eastern Aust.) - A Review".

JAN SKED sent some comprehensive "Notes On The History Of Study Groups"”
goes back to the formation of SGAP in 1957.

DAVE BRAY passed on a copy of the"Field Guide to the RF Proteaceae of Nth. Q."
by the Sankowskys' and Radkes'.

A "Rainforest Species List for Cambewarra"(in the NSW Illawarra region) was
given to us by GARY DALY.

And from ROY PULLEN, a local SGAP member and retired botanist who spent a lot
of time in the New Guinea forests the "Land Form Types & Vegetation of East-
ern Papua" (CSIRO 1973) and includes geology, geomorphology, climatic class-
ification and forest resources of the south eastern area of New Guinea; and
"PNG Inventory of Natural Resources, Population Distribution and Land Uses"
(CSIRO 1986), a Handbook explaining the derivation and presentation of
information in a database, covering climatic, soil, rocks, vegetation, etc.

that

AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT - LACK OF ETHICS OR JUST SHODDY??

This is a summary from a contact who was alarmed at what should be consid-
ered misleading information contained in a mandatory EIS for a big develop-
ment resulting in bushland destruction.

A rare and endangered species of Persoonia has only about 50 known specimens
growing in the wild. The EIS noted that a colony of these plants were loc-
ated on the proposed development site (actually there were 36 of them, 70%
of the known population). However, they further mentioned that there was a
nearby colony, in a National Park. They omitted to say {(or were they un-
aware ?) that only 2 plants grew there, once. Those 2 plants had a dual
misfortune - the area had been burnt out previous to the report’s prep-
aration. As the species is intolerant of fire it does not regenerate after
being burnt. So that population is extinct and with the 36 plants that may
already have been bulldozed, it suddenly becomes a loss of 75% of the species.
The position of greedy developers is well known, but how do consultants and
their employees reconcile their questionable activities ?

THE GREENHOUSE EFFECT -~ PARTICULARLY ON PRESENTLY STABLE RAINFOREST

A 20% increase in CO2 in the atmosphere over recent years appears to be
causing a world-wide increase in plant growth. Scientists are concerned that
this will have a big effect on (particularly RF) plant growth in the tropics,
bringing about a change of species composition.

Thier main concern is that in rainforests, light tolerant species will be fav-
oured initially, but this will lead to the shading out of plants requiring
|fgf4~ early in their Tife, and making it difficult for these species to re-
gﬁherate. This would, of course, lead to a major change in species composit-
ion and either quickly or long term have an effect on us and other animals
that rely on forests in some way, and cause extimtion of some, or many, spec-
ies. Even though there will be only a small chance that humans will be direc-
tly affected, there could be a big effect on biodiversity, and that would
catch up with us eventually.

BUT SOME GREAT NEWS ! THE BILLION TREES PROGRAMME IS ON TRACK !

Bob was really onto a winner with this electoral promise in 1990, although
many of us were somewhat cynical that this wonderful ideal could be achieved.
A recent report confirmed that the promise was on target and that by the year
2000 there would have been that number of trees planted. I missed any comment
that all of the trees planted out would have survived though. But then there
was a sting in the tail of that report - in the 10 years of the project, a
total of 3 billion trees growing in their original habitat would be cleared
for various "developments™.

59 ¢
forest are a total disaster, covered in Lantana and other weeds. The Associat-
jon pointed out to Forestry that as rainfall is a summer phenomenon, summer
burns result in good regeneration of vegetation and limited disruption to the
natural food chain. They now take into account moisture,humidity and temperat-
ure when planning their fires.

Joyce finds it amazing how a small village has become so enthused in all the
projects. They organised a lecture by Dr. J. Marsh on the ancient rainforests
of Mt. Glorious which I would bet was most interesting. Do you have any notes
on the talk Joyce ? If so, can we include some in a later action-packed N/L?

SOME DETAILS OF THE BIG MOVE TO AVALON BEACH IN NORTHERN SYDNEY

Bart and Mae Hacobian left the mountains for the sea a fair while ago, so it is
time that I pass on.Barts notes. They have probably settled in by now and have
finished some extensions so no excuse for not getting the garden finished!
Thzer block was mostly exotics and lawn, but a few original RF species remain.
They are at the base of a S.E.-facing gully with a council reserve behind them.
That reserve is, typical in Sydney, overgrown with privet and Lantana, but is
really schierophyll forest dominated by Spotted Gum,although a National Trust
survey in 1988 recorded RF elements. Remnant species on their block though,
include Acmena smithii, Glochidion ferdinandi & Rhodamnia rubescens. There are
heaps of Cabbage Palm, Livistona australis _and you really shouldn't admit to
having to mow the seedlings Tike lawn!

The local council were approached about regenerating the adjacent reserve but
replied that they have insufficient resources to do anything. Very kindly
though they gave Bart permission to remove the weeds himself.

GOOD RESULTS FROM A RAINFOREST GARDEN AT KENTHURST = NQRTH WESTERN SYDNEY

Betty Rymer started growing RF species about 10 years ago {last April, which
is when she sent me this report). Early plantings outside the fernery - where
they get the run-off water - include Commersonia bartramia 4 metres high and
blooms profusely: Pararchidendron pruinosum 3m & blooms well: Neolitsea
dealbata 3m but seems to need more water: Diploglottis australis 4m, very
slender but beautiful leaves: Filindersia australis 3m,slower growing.

Another group,also about 10 years,grows on the slope near a drainage easement,
but never gets watered by hose,are-Sloanea australis,4m flowered 1992 for the
first time, though previously losing its top when hit by a falling tree:
Cassia marksiana, 3m and spreading - hasn't yet flowered but a lovely tree
with shining datk_.green leaves:. Euodia elilaryaha 4m has flow ered

Others in the shade house - now established and reaching the roof so the shade
will come off this year (one way or the other?). None have yet flowered.
Grevillea baileyana Archontophoenix cunningnamiana Barklya syringifolia
Cassia brewsteri Metrosideros queenslandica Oreocallis wickhamii
and Archidendron muellerianum and Wilkea huegeliana both Tooking very scruffy
and slow growers. Smaller plants also in the shade house are

Austromyrtus hillii A. fragrantissima (Betty- details on this one can be

found in David Jones' "Ornamental Rainforest Plants")

Cupaniopsis newmanii - Lost 2 previous plants, are they difficult?

Davidsonia pruriens Maytenus bilocularis:Syzigium wilsonii ssp cryptophleb-
ium Vesselowskya rubifolia

And in the garden are - Caldcluvia paniculosa; Cordylines —stricta, cannif-
olia, rubra; Carissa ovata; Decaspermum humile; Elaeocarpds reticulatus
grows naturally and almost a weed in the bush; EZ.reticulatus pink form;
Pisonia umbellifera; Randia benthamiana; Syzigiums francisii, leuhmannii and
wilsonii; Bunya Pine; Lomatia arborescens

Currently moving down the easement, cleared Pittosporum and weeds and planting

out RF species and ferns.
Betty concluded with an offer for our Sydney members to hold another outing
there if someone would organise it. What about it Jeremy ?
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WHAT T LKIILLZtiS CAN 1

Alan Batley has a weekender at Kurrajong Heights about an hour west of Sydney
where he has been planting out over the years. There is a good selection now
and Alan enjoys adding to it, most of the plants were from "Belltrees ", a
nursery known by many Sydney members, but they have recently moved to Bell-
ingen. There are also a number of seedlings grown from seed collected in the
McPherson Ranges 4 years ago, but they have not yet been jdentified.

A ursttuN FROM A NEW MEMBLR Usec i

Anyway, Alan seeks advice on fertilizing. He says that he has been fairly
cautious, using only "Dynamic Lifter" until last summer when he trialled
one handfull of "Orchard Special“ in 10 gallons of water (? 1071. Alan) for
a couple of plants,with no problems. He feels that application in a liquid
form of nutrient would be the quickest way of getting to the roots. Is this
a correct conclusion? What products can be safely used?

This is the perfect lead-in to ---

INTRODUCING OUR NEW MEMBERS

We continue to attract a steady stream of new people into our ranks. We trust
that your membership will be long and rewarding, one term membership is just
a waste of time, both for the member and for Group administration.

A1l NSWelshmen eh? Thats about the first time that this has happened.

HERE IS A BELATED MESSAGE OF WELCOME TO ALL MEMBERS

I'd been thinking that we should have a standard reply to new members to
send with their first N/L, and this is what I haw settled on. You should all
be made aware of the message, or as they are often called in the corporate

world, such things as "Mission Statement", "Corporate Objective"”, "Company
Philosophy". (If you can't beat 'em, join ‘em).
Welcome to our Group. I trust that wyou will find much of interest in the

Newsletters and at gatherings, and that you may also be able to pass on
relevant information and comments to the membership.

It should be pointed out that our coverage spans a wide spectrum of Rain-
forest themes - horticulture, ecology, environmental matters, economic and
political influences, etc. Conservation is a major concern to many of us. ”

BACKGROUND OF SOME OF THE NEW MEMBERS

It is always nice when those who join our Group mention a few details
their interests, isn't jt?

Mark Foster says that he is employed by the National Trust as a bush regen-
erator and is also studying landscaping at Ryde (Sydney) TAFE though he rec-
ently moved to the Central Coast. He has been collecting and propagating RF
plants for about 3 years and hopes to set up his own RF Tlandscaping business
one day. Is currently planning a rainforest for the backyard and is active
in seeking out small pockets of RF in nearby National Parks.

Peter Merrotsy lives at the beautiful Border Ranges area of NSW/Qld., his
main interest is in lichens, while his wife Stephanie Newman does a lot of
RF germination, planting etc.

of

THE SAD STORY OF A ONCE MAGNIFICENT RED CEDAR =-- VANDALISM OR BASTARDRY ?

There's been much publicity in this area on the recent cutting down of two
Toonas in the Wilson River Flora Reserve, Mount Boss S.F. They were destroy-
ed by a couple of bright young lTads who planned to steal the many ep1phytes
from the trees' canopies. They were caught, but I can't help wondering as

to how minor a penalty will be handed down. Anyway, Forestry agctioned off
the ltargerspecimen after first cutting it into manageable sections - thg butt
log was 21 ft. long and was cut and split into two (long) halves, the diam-
eter 7 ft across. The next fog was also about 247 long, and had just the one

“ADDITIONAL

"and tells of new species that have

p!? -
Simb Lo mur e higher 11wbs nad girths of arcund 5' dand even thougi they
maintained a lot of usable timber, they were nct sold, but placed into locat-
ions to ensure the survival of the epyphytes they "hosted".

i€,

The return from the salvaged timber was around $76,000, a huge amount. Makes
the early pillaging of our rainforests look pretty poor, as many of the Red
Cedars taken out were sold for as little as a shilling a foot. On that basis
the Wilson River giant would have fetched around five dollars !

On the same topic, vandalism, the nearby Werrikimbie N.P. reqularly suffers
from the attacks of some of our intelligent brethern who cut down huge old Ant
arctic Beech, also for the epyphites that they contain. The sad thing is, that
like all stolen property, the buyers pay only a pittance and often a whole
treeful of orchids,ferns etc fetches a measly couple of hundred dollars.

CHANGES AT OUR SEED BANK - PLEASE NOTE

Esther Taylor has done a stirling job in running this important facility for
over two years and thought someone else might take over the position for a
while. Patrick Bennett has agreed to be curator as he is a keen grower,
though family commitments often conflict with Tocal meetings. He feels that
taking on the seed service will allow a greater involvement with the overall
membership.

Some species are out of stock -
be fruiting soon, members may be en-
His address is 20 BELMORE

A 1list of seed still available follows.
Esther suggests that as many trees wil}
couraged to collect some and send them to Patrick ?
CRT, PINE MOUNTAIN Q. 4306.

Abrophyllum ornans Alpinia caerulea Araucaria cunninghamii
Archontophoenix alexandrae Brachychiton bidwillii B. rupestre

Celastus subspicata Cordyline petiolaris C. stricta

Elaeocarpus grandis Eupomatia laurina Ficus hillii

F. racemosa F. virens Flindersia australis
F. xanthoxyla Hernandiu;ﬁivalu4g Hibiscus heterophyllus
Hymenosporum flavum Jagera pseudorhus Melia azedarach
Morinda jasminoides Mackinlaya macrosciadia Nauclea orientalis
Notelaea microcarpa Pandorea jasminoides P. jasminoides (white
P. jasminoides (deep pink) Pittosporum bicolor P. revolutum

P. rhombifolium Stenocarpus sinmatus Syzygium wilsonii
Tasmannia stipitata T. lanceolata Tristania laurina

for

Some Schizomeria ovata seeds were sent by Alex Lyons for members to experiment
with and hopefully find a method that will result in the germination of this
extremely difficult species. Those wishing to try out a method or two should
advise the leader of their success or otherwise in due course.

Esther, we thank you very much for your keenness in running the seed bank
over the years. And Patrick, our appreciation for your taking over this pop-
ular service, and of course not forgetting to thank all of those members who

supply seed for distribution.
‘One other thing.

Please ensure that you include sufficient postage on your
SAE's, the Targer seed is quite expensive to post, and often requires a
“packet" to contain them, not an envelope.

SPECIES GROWN FROM

Paddy Lightfoot advises that he 1is

CUTTINGS

continuing his trials on cuttings growth
d te been successful. They are: Cryptocarya
triplinervis, Ficus platypoda, Randia chartacea, Syzigium dauseii and

S. pseudofastigatium.

Also seed up from the seed bank:
Brachychiton bidwillii,
phorum pterocarpum,

Gmelina leichhardtii, Abrophyllum ornans,
Tasmannia stipitata, Eupomatia 1aurinau Pelto-
Psychotria loniceroides.

Thank you for all that Paddy. It is very good to pass on any propagation succ-
esses, and certainly details of results of Seed Bank stock, as it helps to
confirm viability.



	Text25: 


