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"People have realised the country isn't run by government anymore. The real
power is corporate power", Social Researcher Hugh MacKay, 1994.
GROUP ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Four quarterly newsletters were published, each containing a balance of Rainforest themese horticulture,
ecology, environmental matters, economic & political influences, etc. Due importance was of course accorded

to conservation concerns. Though several past members took exception to particular items, or comment, we
ended the year with 185 subscribers. However I have determined that 15 of these are unfinancial as at the 1lst
of July; a nett gain of 6 for the year and now making 170. Members activities were held in the Sydney and
Brisbane areas while the Seed Bank maintained its popularity. Our library received the regular quarterly
N/Ls from SGAP Tasmania, Victoria, Canberra, NSW, & Queensland, all greatly appreciated

Income $ Expenditure
Subscriptions & Donations 995 Printing & Stationery 442
Bank Interest 20 Baoce! BitmIR Postage & Phone 55 Bl Cem e/ wl Bl

1015 $822 697 $1140

AFTER THAT.... IT IS TIME TO WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS

Most of whom will hopefully be long term. Trust you all learn a bit; will keep in touch from time to time;
and be aware that an interest in this aspect of nature covers more than just growing a few plants.
I introduce the following people to éveryone.

THERE ARE A FEW THANK-YOUS DUE TO MEMBERS

To SHONA SADLIER for producing the great heading for the newsletter (s) and for sending details on methods
of fire-proofing properties as requested by Toni May.

To CAROL BENTLEY who passed on a copy of Tacey's "Vegetation of the Humid Tropical Region of Nth. Qld" tc
the Group

and to ANNA WENK, PETER SMITH, TRISH WILLIAMS, and BERYL for various assistance

RESULTS SO FAR OF THE CURRENT SURVEY OF MEMBERS

I've had 61 slips returned with members preferences of N/L format, and whether people would be prepared to
be included in a "hospitality register” - a listing of members agreeable to assist others in describing/ref-
erring to interesting or other worthwhile areas to inspect. Always a risk in asking people for their choice
though, never a 100 % vote for a particular alternative, so I sincerely wish that I haven't put anyone off-
side with the democratic decision -~ majority rules --on the shape of the future Newsletters.

As it turns out, there were 14 members who would accept either N/L format or were indifferent, 9 preferred
the setting out of the last N/L, while 38 wished to stick with tle format of all previous issues. 38 of 61 is
not quite overwhelming but I must accept their preference - hence this one is the way it will have to be.

To date 38 people have offered to be listed on the hospitality register and I expect others will agree to
this before the next N/L is published. I will include a complete listing in that issue; in the meantime if
you have not received a survey slip (it only went to those whose subs. were due) and are prepared to be

listed, please let me know ASAP, and include your phone no. to enable prior contact & confirmation of time.

REMINDERS TO SYDNEY MEMBERS AND VISITORS ,
6th August (Saturday) at the Trahairs, Frechs Forest ) : ]
23rd & 24th July SGAP NSW Annual Flower Sﬁbw, Rouse Hill ) Full details in the last N/L.

THE GET-TOGETHER HERE AT "BOOYONG ON THE OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND lst TO 3rd Oct.

If everyone who wishes to come along could be here on those 3 days (or as much as they can) but we would be
happy for members to arrive a few days before and stay past the holiday weekend - a sort of miss the rush &
dodge the road-congestion. Accomodation is a bit limited but there are many great camping spots, also a big
shed that can be used. For those with deep pockets and a craving for comfort, there is a motel, luxury cabins
& caravans at Wauchope, 18km away. There are many local features worth seeing - Werrikimbie NP, Boorgana NR,
Sea Acres,and Lorne Flora Reserve would be first choices - and we may organise a look at a couple of them.
We would appreciate intending visitors to let us know prior if you could. Phone no. is 065 87 1268

EVEN THOUGH THIS ISSUE IS LARGER THAN NORMAL THERE IS STILL A LOT THAT I WAS UNABLE TO PRINT

Therefore I have to apologise to those of you who have sent me some interesting items to pass on. Trevor
Deane, Norm McCarthy, Debby Little, Connie McPherson spring to mind, and there would be others, as well as
some items from SGAP bulletins & N/Ls and the National Botanic Gardens report. I will definitely attempt to
get the next N/L out early.



NEW: AND VIEWS FROM MEMBERS

Mos' of you will be aware that OLIVER CARTER specialises in Syzigiums at his Manna Nurserv at Toowoomba He
writes that he has grown all of the Aust. species from cuttings, except for §..sayeri which he is presently
trying and §. amplum which he has not yet got a specimen. He has also been successful with all the exotic
species that he has got hold of. His work leads him to believe that all the genera can be cutting grown,
though he has found that a few Syzigiums, both native and exotic are difficult, with only a low % struck
and slow rooting. Oliver is always happy for members to visit his nursery, but by prior arrangement.

Long standing member JAN SKED has relinquished her posltion of Study Group Coordinator and advises that UELEN
MORROW of Victoria's Maroondé Group has taken over. Helen has accordingly joined our Group and [ look forward
to theigreat level of support and assistance from the Coordinator continuing. Jan is not resting on her
laurels though, for she has been appointed Qld. Study Group Liaison Officen.

ESTHER TAYLOR did surprise me somewhat when she wrote that her Ipswich house is up for sale as she would |ike
to move to the Kingaroy area to be nearer her daughter and family, and does love the country and its more
relaxed life style. Esther feels that it would be nice if she could sell to people with an interest in RF
plants and be assured that her efforts over the years will be maintained. It is still hard work looking after
the garden there as there had been no soaking rain, just passing showers that did nothing to the soll mois-
ture so regular hosing must continue to prevent the plants wilting.

Another of our members, TED TEUTSCH of Sydney finds the country life pretty enjoyable, so while he must stay
in the Big Smoke for family and job reasons, he and Margaret get away as often as possible. They spent some
time at the foothills of the Barrington Tops in NSW in a rainforest cabin that Ted said was most pleasant
good RF,owners very friendly people and well worth a stay. Sent a brochure that I will put in the files;
briefly,accomodation 1s a log cabin with modern conveniences located north of the town of Dungog and in the
vicinity of Chichester dam.,

One who has moved recently is AUQUAY FRICKE, leaving Brisbane for the wilds of Gympie where he has been app-
ointed to the Lutheran parish there. We all wish August and Betty a happy stay at their new location.

Lucky GRAHAM NOSWORTHY spent most of May in the Kimberleys where he no doubt had a great 26 days. It would
be good if Graham sends us a summary of some of the interesting sights and experiences of the trip, and a
bit of a run-down on the remnant RF- that has survived in sheltered refuges. On the home front, he says that
there has been great weather at Pullenvale and his RF is going ahead in leaps and bounds.

New member CHRISTOPHER PIDD says that Illawarra Flame Tree and Qld Umbrella Tree grow well in Perth despite
the hot, dry climate and predominately winter rainfall. He is looking forward to trying other species as well,

DAVE BRAY a nearby member from Elands called in a while ago with the news that he has a teaching position at
Port Macquarie, but they are starting to organise a walking trail through their RF that will extend for about
1 km down to the fig tree area. He has also been active in doing survey work in the Wingham Management Area
where the locals are still battling the bulldozers. Between all of these activities the nursery is really

on the "backburner", although Heather is keeping it going. Beryl and I caught up with Heather again at the
course we did on the Koori traditions, see later item.

Some of you know that we are great fans of "Australia All Over"on Sunday mornings, so it was of great intei
est to hear a letter from PADDY LIGHTFOOT of Newcastle read out last May. There had been a fair amount of
discussion on Mistletoe previcusly, much of it critical of the species. Paddy quite rightly pointed out that
those plants are of great value to birds as a food source, particularly the honeyeaters and Mistletoe-birds
(Ed. They are certainly constant visitors when our plants are in flower.) and that they are part of our env-
ironment anyway. (Ed.,again. Maybe they are out of balance in some areas, but at least they belong there and
they are no doubt just going through a temporary build up'and are just preparing the system to adjust,while
eventually stability will return to those places after our worst efforts at change have failed.)

Another of wus to have a crack at propagating Schizomeria ovata from seed is HELEN TRANTER at Robertson. We
look forward to her results. In the meantime I am trying an experiment with these and other difficult species
by placing seed in the deep freeze for a time as a means of stratafying them, and planting them out later on.

NEIL MARRIOTT of Stawell has sent much for our N/L (see later) but they had a couple of great trips north
over the past couple of years - to Fraser Island and the Border Ranges after leaving "Booyong". Another was
to Cairns, Daintree, Mission Beach, Atherton Tableland (what's left of it - what a tragedy - shame the Soc-
iety'wasn't around 100 years ago, we may have been able to save a bit more!). Neil has a message for Phil
Parsons of the Apple Isle - "I have heaps of Syzigium oleosum plants and if you want some Phil, send me an
Express Post bag (to Box 107 Stawell 3380)and I will bare root some and send to you ™.

The smoke germination treatment item struck a chord with ROD COOK. He said that he has an old bee-smoker and
will try it out using dry Pinus radiata needles as it gives plenty of "cool" smoke that calms the bees, so
maybe it will relax seed and get them to germinate. Rod has undertaken to let us know the results in due time.

It is good to hear of the results of experiments and trials, so I was pleased to hear from LISA & ROBERT
HORNE of Ulladulla, NSW south coast that the bare rooted seedlings of Syzigium oleosum I sent down about 18
months ago were (last Feb.) in 12" pots, around 2% ft high, and even had a few flowers ! They were about to
be planted out so I trust that they will do well in the ground. (Ed. I gave them to Bob after a visit to his
place when he mentioned that he had tried several times to buy the species, but each time they all turned
out to be S. australe. That was terrible -~ mislabelling on more than one occasion.)

Our other Rev., AUB PODLICH mentioned in a long and interesting letter that‘after the building of the new
church by voluntary labour, he was banished to the grounds to landscape with native plants. He planted 600
that he either grew or were donated, including a large bank of RF trees & shrubs, and now a mass of beautif-
ul greenery about 5 meters high. Their own garden in the same 10 acre church/school property, previously
totally cleared of all vegetation in convict days, is surrounded by a 10 year RF patchiwhen they first arr-
ived, on the old lawn. Monthly records of birds & butterflies are kept and there ara/zgw 62 species of birds
in this once cleared 10 acres,and now surrounded by housing. (Bl

He adds that he and his wife own almost 4 acres at Boonah, 30 minutes away, that is a beautiful rough block
with remnant vine scrube softwood regrowth, which they have enriched over the past 9 years with about 5000
new trees, many of which were grown by themselves. A large variety of dry RF/ vine scrub species grows in
harsh conditions, watered once only with a bucket from the dam, but heavily mulched with paper and wood-
chips from their own garden prunings. On this block the bird list has reached 88.

STEVE TORNQUIST and ANGELA now have a backyard (at Asquith, northern Sydney). He sought Council approval to
construct a glass-house, suppose it is now up and well filled? Fortunately the family property at Termeil
missed the bushfires, though they got to within 1 km. Still no result with the Mallotus seed he tried, must
have poor viability or else needs something to remove any dormancy. Early in the year though, he raised
Nauclea orientalis and a few Syzigium francisii, Cardwellia, Lagerstroemia orcherana (Native Crepe Myrtle),
Cochlospermum (Kapok Bush from our North), Terminalia cetappa, and 1livistonia.
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TRADITIONAL KOORI (ABORIGINAL) USES OF PLANTS

During preparation of this N/L we were fortunate to attend a day course led by a local Koori woman. Among
the topics covered, food and medicinal plants were of particular interest and I will summarise her comments
on some species that are often found in or around RF.

BLACKBOYS (Xanthorrhoea). These plants at times concentrate resin in "beads" that soon fall to the ground.
These are collected, heated in a container and melted to form a block and duly used for various purposes.
The fragrance of the warmed resin is delightful, so much so that our mentorfthat we collect a quantity and
frequently break up the block (on any pretext) so that it has to be remelted\ Heating really brings out the
aromatic properties! Great potential for Buddah sticks? / ‘advocated

WOMBAT BERRY (Bustrephus latifolius). Its fruit, when ripe, can be dried for later use for a highly nutric-
ious snack. Discard the seeds though - in the bush - to ensure future crops. Aboriginals always thought of
the future, no doubt that is why they have inhabited this country for 60,000 years at least. Maybe our race
should do the same - think of and plan for a future.

NATIVE ROSELLA (Hibiscus heterophyllus). Petals are quite sweet and are eaten as a lolly.

MAT RUSH (Lomandra longifolia). They know this as "bush rice"; the ripe seed is edible but needs to be soak-
ed in water for some time to soften before cooking.

GAHNIA SPP . Seeds are pounded and used for flour, some species can be ground "as is", but others require
various treatments before they can be milled.

BUSH GRAPE (Cissus antarctica). An excellent medicine for healing (general wounds,and after surgery) when
large quantities of whole fruit, seeds and all, are eaten.

BRACKEN (Pteridium esculentum). The very young shoots can be eaten raw, or lightly fried with chopped onion
plus a dash of coconut milk (optional) . TE& Jelly-like juice from young stems is an antidote for insect bites
and stings, also for burns. A sort of no charge “Stingos" and just as effective.

CASUARINA SP. At least: one species of She Oak was used as a narcotic in the inland. The half-ripe seed
cones were placed in the mouth when travelling, rolled around to encourage saliva flow and occasionally
nibbled. The chemicals in this fruit must have slowed down some of the bodies' functions, certainly causing
water retention and a thirst quencher. I wondered whether it may have had a similar effect as Pituri.

AS CONTRACEPTIVES. Women used a preparation from the fibrous roots of Cawrina cunninghamiana to avoid preg-
nancy, while careful males based their method on chewing the fresh, red gum tips. This is said to reduce the
sperm count quite considerably for a few days.

There was so much knowledge passed on by that lady that I could almost fill the N/L from the day's teaching.
If any of you has an cpportunity to be involved in such an educative session, take it without hesitation.

BUNYA NUTS =~ A TOUGH NUT TO CRACK. FROM GEOFF WARN OF FIGTREE NSW

Having been inundated with Bunya nuts lately and not having near enough seed boxes to plant them all, I've
had to revert to the "Bush Tucker" books to reduce their numbers. Have you ever spent an entire afternoon
"peeling" the nuts from the surrounding flesh? Not an easy job, and lots of cuts and stab wounds result. Do
this while the cones are still green; once they!ve dried out, forget it! Anyway I have some hints that may
help other foragers when dealing with these nuts, Various books suggest boiling them for 20 minutes. While
this gives a good soft edible nut, it's very difficult to cut the hot nuts out of the slippery shells. While
they are too soft for a nut cracker they are still pretty hard, so a good sharp knife is essential. If they
cool down or dry out, the shells seem to go hard again! (Using this method, the nuts are OK, a bit like pine
nuts, but they don't keep for very long). I tried roasting thema&t 250%C for a range of times up to 20 min-
utes, by which time they were fully roasted. While you could easily break the shells open with a nut cracker
they were bloody hard to eat, although a good nutty flavour was the reward! Left for a few days, the roasted
nuts softened a bit and were much better. Mind you, both kinds only received cautious attention from our
local SGAP members at the last meeting.

So I threw away the books and tried another idea. I baked the nuts for 10 mins only at 250°C, in a pre-heated
fan-forced oven. This was enough to harden the shells so you could use a nut cracker, but left the nut un-
cooked and soft. After shelling them, I cut some off them up into bite sized pieces before roasting

for a further 5 mins at 250°, occasionally shaking them to ensure even cooking. While they still came out
quite hard, they were at least in manageable sizes (provided you don't have false teeth). Anyway, these bits
were great when put into a chicken stuffing with herbs (not native) as they softened a bit and gave a pleas-
ant flavour. Meanwhile, the rest I put into a blender with some water to mash them into a coarse paste and
used this with stock, cream and brandy to make the sauce. Pretty yummo! So I reckon you could use Bunyas as
a substitute for chestnuts with pretty good results. I think they'd also make a great "Bunyanut Butter”, but
I don't have any recipes or a heawy duty blender/steam roller necessary to crush the roasted nuts. It would
certainly be a 'trunchy” style.

I've also put down a bottle of "Bu rg Bunyas": a recipe from one of the Bush Tucker books. This involves

a fiddly job of coating the nuts with toffee (which didn't stick anyway) and then putting them into a bottle
of rum for 3 months. (Mind you, the SGAPees were pretty keen to taste those, but they'll have to wait!). I'll
let you know the results of this venture if I can still type afterwards!

OUR VALLA ( N S W NORTH COAST ) MEMBERS PARTICIPATING 1IN THE AUSTRALIAN OPEN GARDEN SCHEME

It was most pleasing to see that Alex and Peg Lyons were approached to join in this activity. They agreed
to be part of the scheme and have arranged to open their grounds on 3rd and 4th September and again on 28th
and 29th January next year. I know that Alex has put an immense amount of time and effort into transforming
his once few acres of grazing land into a bush haven.

They have a great interest in Palms and grow a good number, of many species, and a few exotic RF fruiting
plants, but do concentrate on 0z RF species. A lot of members have accepted Alex and Peg's hospitality and
inspected the garden, this will give more of you the opportunity to do the same. Great work, you two !

A NEW S GA P GROUP HAS JUST BEEN PFORMED AT COFFS HARBOUR

This is good news as that district is among some of the best RF country on the NSW North Coast. It is also

a developers delight, hardly anyone ever says no to even the most destructive schemes, so it needs another

watchdog body, and SGAP which is generally widely respected may add to the influence that is so sorely need-

ed to curb some of the proposed 'excesses', I understand that John Wrigley is associated with the Group, and
I would expect that Alex Floyd would also be involved. We should get a few more keen and knowledgable

members from the ranks which would be good. Even a small increas¢ in our numbers from the top third of the

NSW coast could give someone the incentive to organise a sub-group and arrange some local activities.

Give the Sydney and Brisbane mobs a bit of competition ?
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PROPAGATION / RESTORATION / REGENERATION / AND JUST PLAIN GROWING PAGE
The firsf report is from CLARE SHACKEL of Upper Mt. Gravatt, Brisbane listing results with seeds from our

"hank". ®Hernandia bivalvis-7 seeds sown and 3 germinated to date, one in 2 months, one in 4 months and
the last Took 7 months. The other 4 still sitting in individual tubes. Toechima tenax - planted Feb
93 all germinated in 6 weeks,one an albino. Trochocarpa laurina planted Feb 93, one seedling came

up 8 weeks later. I am still not sure if it is a true heath as it is only about 4 cm high and Epacridaceae
like in growth. The leaves are too small to be sure of the longitudinal venation. Have some nice little
plants of Tasmannia stipitata and Mackinlaya macrosciadia.

I previously wrote about Pavetta australiensis taking 6 months to germinate, So with the 1993 crop of seed
I washed them thoroughly to remove all the pulp and planted in April. About a % of the seeds were soaked
and washed every day for a week before planting. Nothing happened until October when there was good germ-
ination of the cleaned seed. Only one of the soaked seeds germinated.

Cassine australis-recently collected 30-40 seedsand having had no success in the past, tried cracking them,
OF the 30 odd seed cracked,only 6 potentially viable seeds were found and 2 of those were damaged in
cracking. "

ONE GARDEN AT DURAL NORTH OF SYDNEY AND THE OTHER AT GLOUCESTER ABOUT 250 KM FURTHER NORTH

Pip Gibian sends this update on their activities. 'Our (Dural) RF is long and skinny extending down a nat-
ural bush gully. The “"creek" starts at a road drain and runs when it rains. Our oldest trees are about 15
years, and around 150-200 different species in total. We are still planting mainly in Winter or whenever we
have: time but never at high Summer. There have been a few outstanding successes with individual plants
though lots of dismal failures, but parts of it are starting to look just a bit like a real RF. To our del-
ight we have our first little buttressed trunk on a Elaeocarpus grandis, one of our oldest trees. You will
be pleased that the Dendrocnide is well away from the path. Our major problems are providing enouch water
and fertiliser as we are on Hawkesbury sandstone and the original inhabitants, the Turpentines, red gums

and blackbutts are efficient thieves. The water board did well out of us last Summer in particular. Ever
so gradually the weed problem is decreasing, and some native ferns are popping up next to our planted ones.

Gloucester is progressing slowly. Our oldest trees will be 4 in October. Some of the earliest eucalypts
are 4-5 metres now. The rainforest area has been very much trial and error. Our Cedars were demolished by
the tip borer, although thereare a few around 4 m. Other species have surrendered to frost and drought in
parts, but some areas are doing quite well. I reckon it is time we had a wet Summer. These trees don't
get watered after the initial drink during planting, though I did water a few of last Spring's plantings
during the bushfires in January. Please send a copy of the "Understanding Frost" article, there's plenty
of that at Gloucester, particularly in the "Brush Paddock” named by the former owner, not us!

We really appreciate the N/L; keep up the'political'comments too. I cannot see how anyone can claim to be
interested in RF and remain immune to the plight of what is left of the world's RF treasure.

1f there is another Group get-together at Betty Rymer's, you would be most welcome to extend it to a RF "crawl
by visiting us at Dural, about 10km from Betty's. We'd have to find a mutually convenient day though, as we
are both pretty busy at times.®!

REGENERATION OF A SMALL ACREAGE AT BEECHWOOD (NEAR WAUCHOPE NSW)

our (almost) neighbours, Val and Brian Collis have done a lot of hard work. "Now that we have cleared all
the lantana and privet, the battle is on to prevent vigorous regrowth. I could do without the wandering jew,
fathen, cobblers peg, farmers friend type weeds that have grown in profusion where the wall of lantana used
to be. We have now declared war on tobacco bush cutting down all the mature plants and pulling and poison-
ing the smaller ones, deciding to encourage the Commersonia fraseri even though suckering will be a problem
later on. We need pioneer trees and at least Commersonia is a native, and to leave just one tobacco bush
would mean hundreds of seeds a year. Although most of those weeds are a curse they at least covered the
ground and must help prevent soil erosion. We were very lucky that it was a dry summer as the slope is so
steep and fragile. Brian continues to plant out both Eucs. and RF trees and I must say that things do grow
over here compared to his efforts on the rather poor soil at Cowarra Close (only about 15 km away). Even
though we have had below average rainfall our ancient RF's have seen it all before, just keep the lantana
under control and the forest will keep smiling".

A SMALL GARDEN IN THE SYDNEY SUBURB OF ROZELLE *

Gordon Rowland takes up a theme of our last N/L —"In 1983 I migrated from England with my wife and children.
This was the start of an enduring passion for Australian plants which led me to the Ryde School of Horti-
culture and an Associate Diploma in Landscape in 1991. I now run a design consultancy specialising in in-
digenous and native gardens.

My own garden is a sheltered, rather shady spot in Sydney's inner west, not suited to most of the dry scle-
rophyll plants I had so admired in the bush surrounding Sydney. Through trial and error however, I event-
ually found success - particularly with rainforest plants. The following plants are growing well:

Adiantum aethiocpicum rchontophoenix cunninghamiana Asplenium australasicum Austromyrtus dulcis
Callicoma serratifolia Cordyline petiolaris C. rubra C. stricta Cyathea cooperi Dianella
caerulea D. laevis D. revoluta Dicksonia antarctica Elaeocarpus reticulatus Jasminum suav-
issimum Libertia paniculata Lomandra longifilia L. hystrix Pandorea jasminoides P, pandorana
Platycerium bifurcatum P. superbum Polyscias elegans Polystichum proliferum Prostanthera oval-
ifolia Randia benthamiana Rhododendron lochae Viola hederacea. "Keep up your good work".

*gd, I have a particularly soft spot for Rozelle for I spent a reasonably happy 3 years of school there, many
long years ago, and Gordon lives just around the corner from the then known Rozelle Junior Technical School.

ROD COOK HAS SOME QUERIES ON SEED RAISING

(1) HOOP PINE: What is their peculiar way of discarding their woody seed cases ? (N/L 23). I've had 0% germ-
ination in the ground or on surface. This year I opened many seeds and found only a brown thread inside.
Would our seeds be sterile this far south ( 13 miles W ef Sydnmey) ?

(2) BLUEBERRY ASH: Said to take a long time - 2 years ? - Are there any other precautions or treatment ?

(3) PERSOONIA PINIFOLIA: A request from Libby Fielding for ANY info. on raising these ? Not exactly RF work
but someone might be able to help her. (Ed. During my fair number of years as a SGAP member, I don't think

I have ever heard anyone being successful with this one. Would stratification help?)

If someone (or plural) out there can help Rod with these, please let me know for later publication.
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THE LAZY MANS PROPAGATION METHOD FROM OUR WELL KNOWN NURSERYMAN NEIL MARRIOTT

Following a superb trip through the magnificent Border Ranges, to Cooloola and then Fraser Island, I returned
home with numerous plastic bags full of RF fruits. On every walk, my kids would gather the varied & colourful
fruits that littered the roads & tracks throughout the forests we visited. Once a bag was full it was sealed
up and placed in the bottom of the van. On our return I discovered that all those fruits had rotted into a
foul smelling mush!! However I noticed that a number had germinated; these were washed clean and tubed strai-
ght up. The rest were dumped in a bucket of water in order to wash off the rotten flesh. Seed pods and nuts
were then sown onto 6" pots of sand and peat, most just buried beneath the surfacg.. These were well watered
and placed in the poly house.

Within a couple of weeks seedlings of all shapes and sizes were coming up. These were tubed up, and I now
have several thousand RF plants ready to plant out. Most are now large enough to key out using "Trees & Shrubs
in RF's of NSW & Sthn Q1d." by Williams, Harden & McDonald. What a great book !

Following this success I did the same on a trip to Cairns (only 2 bags full this time - all I could fit in my
luggage on the plane). As it was mid-winter in Victoria when we returned, I placed the seeds in pots on my
hot bed. Now I have several hundred beautiful Nth. Qld. RF trees coming on strongly. It will be interesting
to see how they survive down here though I am quite confident that many will, as it was quite cold when we
collected up on the Atherton Tableland and our new property is warm and frost-free.

P.S. Seeds were only taken from roadsides & tracks where they were getting trampled etc. and had no chance
of surviving.

SOME QUESTIONS FROM A LEARNER MEMBER

WAYNE O'CONNOR from Nicholson Vic. very much enjoys being part of our Group and would like to be more active
in the future. Whilst his time is presently taken up in building his own house, he would like to read up on
some of the species we often mention. Wayne says that his RF book -"RF Trees of Mainland S.E.Aust" does not
cover a lot of these, also he would like to pick up some of the Latin meanings. I replied by suggesting
Jones' "Ornamental RF Plants in Aust?, the 3 Nicholson booklets, the Ratcliffes' "Native Plants for Indoors"
and the key that Neil mentioned. Anybody else with suggestions ?

In addition he wonders whether any members down his way could get in touch with him so he can get a few more
ideas. Wayne would be most happy to show members around his area, and they may hopefully steer him in the

right direction as well. Again, I urge you to get in touch with him as our newer and younger members should
be given every encouragement to further their interests and knowledge. His address is Waddells Rd Nicholson
3882 and phone number is 051 56 8603. Probably goes without saying Wayne, you should get in touch with Steve.

AND SOME ANSWERS FROM HARRY AND RHODA JEAVONS

Rhoda sent us lots of information & passes on some warnings on fertilizers. They were advised by a local hort-
iculturist that Dynamic Lifter can be toxic if used in cool weather (something to do with the chemistry):.
They found this out after nearly losing a large Grevillea. In reply to Alan Batley's query on fertilizers,
they just use poultry manure - no cultivation, just spread on top, and a commercial fertilizer known locally
as 'Grower 16'. Almost any NPK mix would do as well, or just straight nitrogen if a plant looks like it needs
a lift, particularly if they look a bit yellow at the end of winter. However they NEVER dig any fertilizer
in, always left on the top, and only on damp soil. Avoid putting out on dry ground and watering in. Mostly
only young trees need this boost, particularly if there is sufficient organic matter around as this is usual-
ly adequate for established trees. (Ed. For those unaware of the Jeavons' background, they maintained a citr-
us orchard for many years and are now establghing wood-lots, mostly RF).

This year has seen a planting out of a block of 200 Cedrela odmmta - a Central American "cigar box" cedar.
By the way, would love to know where Steve Tornquist got his Asian Teak seed ? Also for Steve, White o0il cex-
ainly can burn under certain conditions, as well as "go off" in storage. Anyone needing to use this type of
product should consider a light summer spray oil such as Ampol's D.C. Tron, which though expensive is easy

to mix and not so prone to burn.

On the actual growing front, the following details were included. They use Rice hulls in their potting mix,
and have found if it is used soon after mixing, mice love it and dig through the material in search of grain.
Things didn't settle down last time until 3 mice were dealt with. (Ed. My experience also).

Had a great result with cuttings of Elaeocarpus grandis taken in October, and although grossly neglectej had
almost 100% strike rate and going really well after planting out.

Also mentioned is that an ANU journal " The Reporter" carried an item on biological control of the Cedar tip-
moth and which they are seeking permission for us to quote.

On a lighter note ( I trust ) they sent us a cutting from the local paper of a letter from some dumb stupid
redneck with his answer to bushfires. He thinks a number of simple things should be done (must be difficult
to think without a brain) such as cease planting trees near roads; scub all wilderness areas - they are not
necessary; halve the number of National Parks we have - we cannot afford to maintain them (why keep any then?)
abolish the Environment ministry, it seems to get in the way of development (could have fooled me -~ every- r
where I go I see 'development) .

NEWS FROM OUR SEED BANK CURATOR

As you will recall , Patrick Bennett ( 20 Belmore Court Pine Mountain Q. 4306 ) recently took over this pos-
ition from Esther and is just as keen as she was. Patrick recently passed on his pogition as Treasurer Ips-
wich SGAP,and is happy to devote the time saved there to our Group. His special request --- PLEASE ENCOUR-
AGE MEMBERS TO USE THIS FACILITY. Yes, and don't forget to "put in" aswll as "take out", i
He managed to get hold of a few of everyone's favourite recently, the Python Tree,Austromyrtus bidwillii, and
they are going very well. (Reminds me - I must go and dig some more out for October, while the ground is’damp)

SEED AVAILABLE. Basicallty the same as previously listed but DELETE Abrophyllum ornans, Brachychiton rupest-
ris, Celastrus subspicata, Eupomatia laurina. ADD Mallotus philippensis, Schizomeria ovata, Syzigium
tierneyanum (red fruited). Usual conditions please, send a stamped S A E with your requests.

IN THIS GROUP WE DON'T DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN ACTIVE AND PASSIVE MEMBERS

My attention has been drawn to a previous comment referring to passive members and Knockers. There was not
meant to be any general criticsm of those who for one reason or another have little contact with or among

the Group. Distance; isolation; lack of knowledge; communication difficulties; shortage of time; lack of con-
fidence; higher priorities are just some of the many reasons that deter individual involvement. I know, I've
been in each of these situations at various times.

However I believe that I can be justifiably critical of those who decide for some reason not to renew their
subs., even after several reminders and have neither the grace nor the courtesy to inform me. Apparently ‘some
feel that they had achieved little or na benefits or knowledge from their stay, or even merely dissatisfied
with an occasional comment. It would be nice to be told though. My time is valuable and I begrudge every
minute that I waste in fruitlessly chasing up disinterested members i i
reason I have decided that in futgre,new gémggrs will receive their’4F:ff;c:§grggespgifﬁ;:;m :ﬁfgﬁ Egrnggls
paid in a reasonable time will result in their removal from the membership. '
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SOME FINAL COMMENTS ON THE DIRECTION THIS GROUP SHOULD TAKE

I would have liked to have concluded the discussion in the last N/L, but as many members took the trouble

to think about the matter and to send me their decision, it is only fair to publish their views. Particular-
ly as support for the status quo is almost overwhelming. I suspect that some of those who were underwhelmed
have departed from the Group.

A brief comment from Peter Fisher "I am very pleased, thank you, with this magazine/organisation. I plan to
be with the group for years and years!”

pPeter and Dianne Jurd write "Please keep up the work on this N/L, we like it just the way it is".

From Joe Beskin "I have read with great interest your discussion of the criticism of your expresssing opin-
jons in favour of rainforest habitat preservation and against those who propose its destruction. I think
you know my views on this and I am 100% behind you., If only more people would speak out. I think that a
study of rainforest plants goes hand-in hand with the study of rainforest ecosystems and our attempts to
preserve ~ .| what little we have left. For me, splitting the group would separate two aspects of what
I am interested in and I would need to join both. In any case, as editor, you have the right to voice edit-
orial opinion. As far as the N/L is concerned, I think that the content is varied and very interesting."

Bev Croft wrote " I would be very sorry to see the Group split. I think members should realise the enormous
threats our native flora (and fauna) are facing. Surely no member can be unaware after the article in the
Sydney Morning Herald weekend magazine abouth the 12th Feb. All around us we see the tyranny of decisions
taken at the local, regional and national levels. It is time for members to stand up and be counted, not to
bury their heads in the sand.”

A qﬁick note from Ruth Melzer reads "I certainly don't think the Group should be split and I also think that
an integral part of the Groups "being" includes info. on conservation etc. Appreciate your hard work & dedic-
ation"

Support also from Jan Parkin " I would just like to add my voice to all the others saying you do a wonderful
job with the N/L and the aims of a RFSG must be broader than simply the propagation of RF plants. After all

it is easier to keep the rainforests we have than to grow new ones."

Jan McNicol said " I fully agree with you both morally and strategically that the SGAP needs to take a pro-
active stand and be seen to be unequivocally on the side of conservation. The initial idea of SGAP as one
dedicated to the cultivation of our native flora was a brilliant one and an act of peace-making with our
country that has been so much treated as an enemy to be vanguished, rather than a treasure to be loved and
cared for. Without an active and logical conservation policy covering such matters as the wholesale destruc-
tion of native forest for gquick profit and members collecting from the wild, a goal of preservation through
cultivation appears as naive and presumptious.”

From Tom Henshall "I think it would be a great pity to split the Group. I enjoy reading the N/L, particularly
the bits I don't agree with, although there are very few of these".

Hazel Goostrey thought that "being a fairly new member I didn't feel my comments would mean much, but I real-
ly enjoy receiving the N/L. As I know you and your helpers must spend an enormous amount of time putting
it all together, I appreciate it very much. Please keep up the good work."

Quick comment from Geoff Warn " I think you are doing a top job on the N/L. It's always difficult to please
everyone, but I generally read every item. Thanks again - and don't let the turkeys get you down."

Rob Horne is " Happy with the N/L even though sometimes I don't agree with some points expressed. Not a good
idea to split the Group as I feel this would lead to falling membership of both sections.”

Ian Cox is well aware that this Group is increasing in membership and that it is an obvious success but is,
like me, concerned that the Society is not getting young people in and thus there are none available to £ill
positions on the committees. " Study Groups operate within ASGAP. The objects numbered 2 and 3 from its con-
stitution are: 2. To promote all aspects of the horticulture of Aust. plants. 3. To promote the conservation
of Australian plants and their habitats. You appear to be working well within these objects - perhaps some

of the other Study Groups are placing all their emphasis on only one of these objects and ignoring the other?
Unless we protect the environments in which plants are growing in the wild, future generations may not have
the pleasure of seeing some species that are now quite common. This applies especially to rainforests-
where because of the climatic clanges over the past few million years and the drying of our continent, only
remnants remain - and many of the last few areas are still being destroyed by man."

Member and Victorian Conservation Officer Neil Marriott " Is constantly pushing SGAP memberst}emember that
conservation of our native bushland areas is one of the Societies official aims. If we ignore it we will be-
come merely a society of plant admirers, just like any one of the Ethousands of garden clubs. We have lost
too much of our flora already; anyone who turns their back on the struggle to save the little that is left
should not belong to our Society.

One has to only look at the N/L to see that there is an excellent balance between cultivation, conservation,
good areas to visit, animal life in RF, etc. etc. I see nearly all Study Group N/Ls and I can say without
hesitation that our groups N/L contains more info. than any other !!"

and from the Secretary of SGAP Victorian Region, Paul Kennedy " The Committee of SGAP Victoria wishes to
convey its support to you as leader of the Rainforest Study Group. We believe that you are in the position
to know what the feelings of your members are and what action should be taken, The Society has to be resp-
onsive to the changes that occur with time, and whilst keeping its ideals must also stand up to defend iss-
ues that impact on our environment. We wish you success in your endeavour ".

The final word comes from Aub Podlich who also says "Please don't separate the horticultural side from the
environmental/ecological areas. They are related anyway and I appreciate the wide variety of material that
you present. Though many of us have not as yet provided items for the N/L, be assured that we appreciate
very much what you are doing and find much of what you include useful, challenging ete. Like us, others
are involved on a local level, both with propagating and planting, and generally spreading the good news
about RF plants. Your N/L readers come from a very wide variety of walks of life, all of whom have a love
of things green to bind them together. 1 appreciate your forthright style, but others may find it is a

1ittle Loodirect to be of influence."

I do thank everyone who has made the effort / gone to the trouble / or just included their thoughts with
other items for a contribution to the N/L.
Perhaps I have misread the feelings of our membership, but it does seem that the bulk of those who have, or

will no doubt renew their subs immediately on receipt of their N/L,desire that their be no major changes
to the way that the Group has been run over the past 4% years.
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ENVIRONMENT PAGE ......... BIG CHANGES IN FEDERAL PARLIAMENTS ENVIRONMENTAL ' DEFENDERS '
Both major parties have new environmental spokesman - Faulkner for the government, and MclLachlan as shadow
minister. There can only be an improvement in the govt's attitude; there seemed to be little concern for

environmental matters since Graham Richardson was moved from this portfolio. The less said about Ros. Kelly's
record the better - big increase in woodchip ezports; National Forest Policy in shambles; her decisian to
allow Pasminco to continue dumping toxic Jarosite waste in Tasmanian waters until 1997, despite us being a
signatory to, and in contravention of the London Dumping Convention. Senator Faulkner at least has signalled
an intention to increase his involvement and effectiveness.

We wish him well -- he's got an uphill battle on his hands in dealing with his redneck'allies' in Cabinet as
well as his Labour 'mates' in Tasmania who are on record as promising to oppose his every effort at saving any
of the State's forests.

The new opposition leader, Mr. Downer is a past shadow Minister for the Environment, so at first glance we
would expect a change in the coalition's attitude to conservation. Unfortunately the record, and some recent
comments indicate a closed mind. It seems strange that a person who has a good knowledge of green problems .,
(and I may add who has young children and for whom he should desire to help protect their future), has called
in 1987 for "the immediate resumption of logging in Tasmanias Lemonthyme and Southern Forests"; exploration
and "perhaps Mining" in stage 2 of Kakadu National Park; and floating the possibility of mining Fraser Island.

Sshadow Minister Ian McLachlan has made some soothing noises and interesting comments since his promotion, and
has stated a:willingness to’listen. This is a good start,but those of us with a bit of memory and a keen
interest in politics have some cause for concern. Ian is an admitted economic (ir)rationalist and a standard
bearer of the "new right" , though maybe he has mellowed smevhat with increasing maturity ? In Feb. 1990 he
labelled the Green movement as "urban conservation commandos", and that “few Australian families understood
the damage the conservation movement had done to the future standard of living". At the same time he also
made some very disparaging comments about the European 'Greens'.

It does seem strange that a person who made such comments, and no doubt many others in a similar vein, would
accept that position. But, as I said, maybe he has mellowed, though the human mind often works in a strange
fashion. Just a few weeks ago he accused the Federal govts. Environmental Policies as "being long on rhetoric
and small on achievement". That is surely an unchallengable fact!

It seems that with these 2 personalities, Faulkner & McLachlan, there will be some interesting times ahead,
and that perhaps there will be some real achievements gained ?

THE PROPOSAL TO DIVIDE NEW SOUTH WALES BY A SUPERHIGHWAY ALONG THE COAST IS MOVING CLOSER TO REALITY

The dreams of developers, politicians and sundry "growth" merchants are becoming even more exciting as time
progresses. We do not know where the funding will come from, the NSW govt. says it cannot afford it, the Com-
monwealth seems disinterested (after all it does maintain and improve the parallel road, the New England Hwy
under the National Roads Agreement), and the profits just won't be there for the privateers.

But somehow a start could well be made to get this scheme of the ground. There is an E.I.S. on display for
the "Dual Carriageway between Billinudgel to Chinderah" (lovely names aren'tthey) in the states'N.E. It is a
fairly short stretch but the proposed route jindicateS it will go through at least 3 very important Koala
habitat areas, wetlands, fertile farmlands, rainforest and whatever else. It will cut a wide swath through
the area, being a dual 2 lane carriageway, but these are only one aspect of a "service corridor" which could
even include the line for a V.F.T., pipelines etc. And this, all the way to Newcastle ?

OK, the existing highway is perhaps not as safe as people would like, but gee, I can remember it being a
narrow winding country road with about 10 ferry crossings over the major rivers, almost a 2 day trip to Qld.
A slight decrease in the existing speed limits and a big reduction of truck movements would be a sensible
start, few people can really see the value in shipping down by road such things as copper ingots from Towns-
¥ille to Melbourne, bushrock and bricks both ways, damgerous goods such as chemicals and fuel and all the
other myriad items that used to, and still should go by rail. As someone recently said, the decision makers
and bureaucrats are mthing the development of the entire coast to take the pressure off the capital cities
and at the same time expecting the tourist industry, particularly "ecotourism" to vastly expand.

Have none of the policy makers heard of "Greenhouse", or the time that is coming closer every day when we run
out of fossil fuels anyway ?

YET ANOTHER BIG DESTRUCTIVE PROJECT IS POISED OVER NORTH OQLD. 5.0 Al AT CARDWELL

The man who brought you that delightful place, Hamilton Island, Keith Williams has set his heart on '"improv-
ing” what he described this week (on TV) as a "stinking mudlble® «Oyster Point which from memory is just
south of the delightfiil town o6f Cardwell - once the dream of a failed developer, his Company bankrupt, and
yet another example of a Bank's debt write off. It seems that with so many destructive proposals, every-
body involved loses money, and eventually the world loses yet another natural area.

Anyway, this is to be a huge development - 100 million dollars is the quote - to house 150 people and with

a 250 berth marina (is this a case of everyone being a 3 boat family?). It seems that Keith paid a mere
$600,000 to the failed previous owner, Tekin P.L.. No E I S has been carried out but almost all of the local
and State govt. permits have been issued. He wants to cut a channel through the wetlands and mangroves to
the Hinchinbrook Channel, which will be a bit of a disaster to that environment. It may be just a little
difficult to get this approval, but there is a rumour that the Qld. govt. is fast tracking the proposal.

Perhaps I misheard, or merely dreamed ,éven wished , , but I could have sworn that a new, fair dinkum govern-
ment was elected a few years ago. Is that correct, and has anything changed from the bad old days?

I REALLY SHOULDN'T GLOAT BUT THEY HAVE JUST LOCKED ONE OF THEM UP !!!

It has just been announced on the news that my old mate Brian has just been thrown in the slammer for 2 years.
Seems somebody slammed the till drawer shut and jammed his hand in it long enough for him to be apprehended.
As well as running his State in an incompetent way due to his penchant for doing favours for his mates at

a big cost to the taxpayers, he should have been held accountable for his share of the environmentally un-
friendly actions that people in his position are responsible for. Maybe it will be an example to others, and
result in a sudden rush of lbnesty and ethics to the head. My area could do with a bit more care in preselect-
ing the State's managers, in recent times we have had 3 members of our government convicted of offences, but
unfortunately not gaoled. They were all Liberals, one evena minister, who at least were unable to retain
their seats. The irony is that they were probably much more sympathetic to the environment than are many of
their fellows who are making decisions that will prove very expensive in the future.

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT OUR RANGELANDS ?? A NATIONAL STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN IS BEING DEVELOPED

Surprisingly, Rangelands encompass virtually all the continent other than the wetter areas of the South-west,
South, & South-east and include virtually all the Kimberley and Cape York. You can have a say in the develop-
ment of this strategy if you are interested, but the ad. doesn't state how you do it. Probably through state
or federal Depts. of Primary Industry. I will skip this one - exhausted after my submission to the Coastal
Zone Engquiry - but it would be good if a member or two could have some small involvement.
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Plants of the Month THE STRANGLERS by Paddy Lightfoot

This year's issues of the Wetlander* have touched on one of nature's many
miracles, the Fig. They grow as small creek bank binders or enormous rainforest
stranglers.

In the mists of the rainforest the stranglers take on a ghostly hue. These giants
overtop all others in the rainforest. How strange it is that they start life as a
tiny inoffensive seedling germinating unnoticed as an epiphyte high in the
canopy. A bird or a bat, having recently feasted on a ripe fig containing huge
nunbers of seeds, flies over and its dropping lodges in a birdsnest, or elkhorn
fern. ‘The seed may fall into the fork of a branch where some debris has
accumulated. For a time these very small plants seem harmless. After many years
they send down a thin rootlet which eventually reaches the ground. Once there an
explosion of growth takes place. The host is trapped, its light taken away by the
Fig rapidly overshadowing its canopy. A multitude of roots form a lattice around
the host tree's trunk, nutrients are filched. The trunk cannot expand because the
Fig's roots encircle the wood. It has been effectively strangled. No light, no
fuel, no freedom--the host dies and decays leaving the murderous Fig as a forest
dominant, 1living on to be an old impressive marvel wondered at by future
generations.

There are many species of Strangler Figs. They do not necessarily start as
epiphytes in the tree tops. (An epiphyte is a plant attached to, or growing on,
another plant but not a parasite). If the seed is planted directly in the ground
it will grow into a tree without the need for a host.

While clearing Lantana around the Melaleuca Swamp, at the SWC, we uncovered one
of these stranglers. This was a small specimen of [Ficug obligua. Botanists know
of an association between F.obligua and the broad leaved paper bark,mela

leuca
guinquenervia. The origin of the specific name is from the Latin, "obliguus". Why

thisname was chosen by the botanist, Foster, no one has discovered. Commonly
called the Small-leaved Iig, this tree can attain a height, in a good stand of
rainforest, of up to 50 metres. It is an excellent shade tree, often left on
farms where rainforest has been cleared for cattle and useful in parks as a
specimen tree. F.obligua's range extends from Batemans Bay to islands off the
North Queensland coast. The tree can be identified by its fruit, yellow turning
orange with dark spots.

The landscape committee has planted a number of the Small-leaved Figs on our
Shortland Wetland Centre site, expecially along the canoe trail as well as around
the outdoor classroom located on Ironbark Creek.

Two further stranglers which grow along the NSW coast are Ficus rubiginosa and
Ficus macrophylla, 'These giant figs are usually absent in rainforest regrowth and
may take as long as 40 years to make their appearance. What an appearance, with
F.pacrophylla a massive 50 metres and F.rubhiginosa an equally impressive 30 m.
We anticipate our figs planted at the SWC will make their presence felt in quick
time, well before I am pushing up Helichrysums.

Ficus rubiginos, the Port Jackson or Rusty Fig, has a range from south-eastern
OQueensland to south-eastern NSW, The leaves are densely hairy and rusty, (Latin
rublginosus means rusty), on the undersurface. The fruibt is yellow turning red
and warly. Figs are very often identified by their Ffruit. The Port Jackson Pig
was eaten by the early Sydney Cove settlers to try to prevent scurvy, a disease
rampant: at the time. Although reaching 30 metres in the forest, this Fig is often
low and spreading on poor soils across inhospitable rocky slopes.

Ficus macrophylla, the Morten Bay Fig,” has a more extensive range from central
eastern Queensland to southern NSW. The tree is a majestic shade tree commonly
planted in parks and large gardens. The leathery leaves are dark glossy green on
the upper surface and brown beneath. The globular fruit is purple with white
spots. ‘he specific name is from the Greek makros--large and phyllon-—a leaf. An

;gt na?m t? the old botanists as, boy oh boy, the leaves are certainly large (to
an long) .

By planting the five figs 1 have referred to in the Wetlander, perhaps we can
atbract the Ffig eating birds; Common Koel, Figbird, Green Catbird, Pied
O.‘Arramug,_ Regent and Satin Bowerbird, Rosecrowned, Topknot, Wompoo and Wonga
Pigeon, Silvereye, lewins Honeyeater, Brown Cuckoo Dove and Olive Backed Oriole
to say nothing of the fruit bats. Maybe the binoculars will swing away from those
common old egrets and magpie gheese?

Well, what of figs? Food for birds and animals, disease preventers, giants in
stature——both height and width, killing off their neighbours and with an amazing
dependence on wasps For fertilisation. The world's broadest tree is a fig growing
in Calcutta and said to spread over 1.2 hectares with 1,174 supporting roots. How
could ane count the roots? Whew! We can only fit 54 figs of this size on our 64
hﬁti?res. The Brisbane suburb of Fig Tree Pocket is said to commemorate a
specimen of F.macrophylla so large a horse and dray could hide between its
buttregsed roots. One fig, the cluster fig, Ficus racemosa, of Queensland, fruits
along its trunk, (this is termed caulifloryy, and not its branches. This results
in birds being unable to feast and the fruit is eaten only by bats. This
particular fig actually gives off an odour similar to the smell of the bats.

Funnily enough F.racemosa are the most palatable of Australia's figs and make
great sweet jelly.

Figs ;{epem.lho einti.rely on birds and mamials for dispersal. This makes them a
marvel lous ce to plant as part of our continuing plan of regenerati for th
Shortland Wetland Centre. o “ onter e

*The Wetlander—Newsletter of
ipvolyed with this project).
with Paddy's kind permission.

Hunter Wetlands ‘Trust Inc. (Paddy is strongly
Reprinted from the “Wetlander", Aug '92 & Nov '92.

BLINKY BILL ? HE'S IN BIG TRUBBLE !

Not only is poor old Blink under pres-
sure from those dreadful bandits
stealing his trees and woodchipping
them, but he's got up the nose of some
rednecks who want to rub him ocut.

this world? All
threat from loss

Is there no justice in
our wildlife are under
of habitat, and yet we have supposed
representatives of our democratic free-
dom making fools of themselves by
wanting to censor humorous or light
hearted references to these facts.

TASMANIA"S LAKE PEDDER REVISITED

It hardly seems that long ago, but
THAT dam has just turned 21 years old.
This project has now been proven to bhe
just the waste of money that the local
policy makers of the time foisted on
the State, One that required the borr-
owing at the time of a large sum of
money for its construction, and that
is still being paid for, both in cont-
inuing interest bills and by regular
debt repayment.

Despite the warnings at the time from
independant experts and the better
thinking members of the Australian
community that the electricity produc-
ed from the schemewould not be used,
the overly optimistic demand figures
so blatantly selected by the Hydro El-
ectric Commission won the day.

Tasmania has a surplus of electric
power greater than the capacity of that
development, and in a few years time
will have more than double the current
amount. This is because Comalco's Bell
Bay smelter is scheduled to close then.

Despite all of the controversy over
Pedder the decision makers and power
brokersjust over 10 years ago would
have really put the State into hock,
maybe into long term poverty, with the
proposal to construct an even larger
dam on the Franklin, and it was only
after the widespread opposition from
all over the country that helped to
change the federal govt. and so preven-
ted that larger debacleﬁﬁw‘proceedlag.

The Tasmanian govt. should be honest
about the whole matter and give the
Green movement a ~big vote of thanks
for saving them a huge amount of debt
and'"%™complete lack of credibility.
But ‘what do they do ? Being powerless
to reduce the size of the "Hydro" as
it is known down there; they send its
underemployed administration over to
poor old Cambodia to do what they did
to their own homeland - search for
some untouched and as yet inaccessible
RF and drown it. And it is the same
0ld story over there - there is going
to be a huge demand for electricity

in the future because of the "growth"
and "development" that will be carried
out. Just trust me !

All I can say is that I hope that they
are far better at forecasting another
nation's future than they have been
with their own, Plus ask’ the plaintive
question - will ther¢ be any Tropical
RF left for my grandchildren to be
awed by ?

THE ONLY ADVICE I CAN OFFER TO YOU
ALL IS -- NEVER MARRY FOR MONEY !!

You can borrow if far cheaper !!!!
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VICTORIAN RAINFORESTS AND AN OFFER TO PROVIDE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THEM
I think that this is an extremely generols offer from Steve Sinclair who writes "I am a relatively new
member of the group and after reading my first two newsletters, I notice that Victoria is not well repres-
ented in terms of information or member numbers. I would like to offer my address/phone number as a con-
tact point for members who may be interested in visiting rainforest areas in Victoria. Unfortunately, I am
a student without access to a car, so I cannot offer much practical assistance; but I would be MORE. THAN
HAPPY to provide information and directions to areas in both remote and well frequented areas.

As some background information - Victoria's rainforests are really only tiny patches of closed forest that
occur in gullies. They are nowhere near as species rich as the northern forests but they are unique and
very beautiful. Generally they are divided in the broad categories of cool temperate and warm temperate.
Cool temperate rainforest is characterised by Myrtle Beech (Nothofagus cunninghamii), Sassafras (Athero-
sperma moschatum) and Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon). The understory typically contains soft tree fern
(Dicksonia antarctica), and various ground ferns and small shrubs.

Warm temperate forest usually contains Lilly Pilly (Acmena smithii), and often Sassafras, Blackwood, Sweet
Pittosporum (P, undulatum) and Kanooka (Tristania laurina - Water Gum) ., Of special interest are Gippsland
Waratah (Telopea oreades), Slender Tree Fern (Cyathea cunninghamii), Fieldia australis, Oval fork fern
(Tmesipteris sp.) and Orange Blossom orchid (Sarcoghilus falcatus). Temperate R/F is as its most spect-
acular when it merges with the huge Eucalypts in East Gippsland (E. regnans: and E. nitens stand out in
particular). My address is: Steve Sinclair, 3 Biscayne Drive, Mount Waverley Vic. 3149, Phone (03)
802-7579."

AN INSPIRING REGENERATION PROJECT - OPOSSUM CREEK / WOOGAROO SCRUB NEAR BRISBANE

South East Queensland represents an area experiencing rapid urbanisation and increasing population press-
ures. While extensive tracts of relatively intact bushland remain in close proximity to Brisbane and
Ipswich, urban expansion will eventually result in loss of much of this green space. A major project
attracting much attention is the development of an entirely new city to be known as Springfield.Incorporated
in the design are a number of green belts and wildlife corridors aimed at conserving important flora and
fauna habitats. Opossum, Woogaroo and Mountain Creeks serve as major drainage lines within the Spring-
field development. A fringing rainforest known as the Woogaroo or Goodna Scrub once extended from the
Brisbane River at Goodna upstream for a distance of five kilometres. The lower reaches of Opossum Creek
also contains small fragmented patches of disturbed rainforest. The Woogaroo Scrub was a popular destina-
tion for early botanists and naturalists. Many taking the tminto Goodna where they alighted and spent

time exploring the rainforest. A report of one of these field trips dated May 24 1889 records the party was
led by the famous botanists F M Bailey and J M Simmonds. Many of the plant species recorded that day can
still be found along Woogaroo and Opossum Creeks.

Over the years timber getting, agricultural pursuits and fires have resulted in fragmentation of the closed
forest. Valuable timbers including Hoop Pine (Araucaria cunninghamii) Red Cedar (Toona australis), Black
Bean (Castanospermum australie) and Bumpy Ash (Flindersia schottiana) were logged almost to extinction.
The invasive tree species Camphor Laurel (Cinnamomum camphora) and Chinese Elm (Celtis sinensis) rapidly
colonised disturbed areas. During the planning process Springfield Land Corporation Pty Ltd decided to
encourage involvement by residents, schools and the scouting association in a number of environmental pro-
jects aimed at retaining important habitats.to conserve local flora and fauna, A scheme was formulated to
regenerate riparian vegetation fringing Opossum Creek. This included both disturbed Dry Rainforest and
associated Tall Open Forest.

A survey of vegetation prior to commencement of the project recorded one hundred and thirty closed forest
species present within a small area. Located at the base of a steep south facing ridge,the creek flat had
the advantages of a fire proof environment shelter from desiccating winds and easy access. Chinese Elm
and Camphor Laurel trees noted for the ability to rapidly colonise disturbed rainforest were lackily con-
fined to the immediate stream banks. Dense Lantana (Lantana camara) dominated the understorey. The dec-
ision to remove this invasive weed by hand rather than use mechanical methods or herbicides was a wise one
as numerous native seedlings were uncovered during the clearing. Minimum soil disturbance curbed the number
of weed and grass species which would otherwise have invaded the area. Initial funding was provided by
Springfield to upgrade an access track and engage the Australian Trust for Conservation Volunteers to re-
move Lantana and other weeds. A combined submission for a Save the Bush Community grant for conserving
remnant vegetation by the Ipswic¢h Branch of the Society for Growing Australian Plants and Morton Shire
Council resulted in further funding.

Altogether a period of five weeks was occupied with removal of Lantana, weeds and tree planting. A number
of local people also contributed labour and plants on a regular basis. Redbank Plains High School are prop-
agating material collected during field trips to Opossum Creek. Plants raised will eventually be used in
the revegetation of the scrub. Only species known to occur in similar Dry Rainforest will be used to enrich
existing vegetation. Chinese Elm and Camphor Laurel are at present being injected with herbicide rather
than being physically removed. This method will lessen chances of erosion while awaiting resbration with
native species occurring naturally in Riverine Rainforest. Drought conditions prevailing at the present
time in South East Queensland have curtailed planting of tubed stock in any great numbers. Waterholes along
Opossum Creek dried up five months agd hecessitating the sparihg use Of available water, all of which is
carried to the site in containers. Watered during the initial planting all stock used has to depénd on its
ability to survive until rain occurs. Use of the right plant in the right place combined with copious
amounts of mulch has resulted in minimum losses up to the present time. Planting immediately after brush-
ing of the Lantana into a humus rich soil is a contributing factor towards optimum survival rates. Many
Rainforest seedlings were noted once the Lantana was removed. Species included Silky Oak (Grevillea robus-
ta), Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylan), White Cedar (Melia azedarach) and Kamala (Mallotus philippensis).
Early explorers of the Brisbane area noted in their journals that rainforest formed fringing vegetation
along many of the rivers and creeks. Remnants are often fragmented and degraded but still represent an
important biological resource worthy of preservation and restoration.

A recent expedition to a patch of Woogaroo Scrub yielded plant material of the Rainforest tree, Sarcomelicope
simplicifolia for Dr David Lin who presently is researching the medicinal potential of a number of species
found in closed forests in South East Queensland. A number of other plant species from the Woogaroo Scrub
have also been collected for similar purposes over the preceding years. Discovery of two rare frog species
along Woogaroo Creek emphasises the value of preserving any remaining fragments of rainforest. An undes-
cribed Plectranthus species (Native coleus) has also been located on sandstone outcrops adjacent to Oposs-
um Creek. The restoration of sections of the Woogaroo Scrub represents a genuine attempt by a cross section
of the community to involve themselves in conserving our dwindling natural resocurces. Hopefully the enthus-
jasm generated by this project will result in the formation of a Woogaroo Creek Catchment Assn. involved
in.a number of nature based activities including trge planting, bird watching, bushwalking, and with the
rapid urbanisation in S.E. Q0ld. we must not lose sight of the fact that along with larger tracts of bush-
land, many small specialised habitats are a vital link in preserving diversity of flora and fauna for
future generations to enjoy. From Lloyd Bird - Project Co-ordinator - June 1993.

(I must apologise for the late publication. Ed.)
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ISSUES AND DISCUSSION PAGE ... SHOULD NATIONAL PARKS BE OPENED UP TO THE SHOOTERS 2??

This suggestion was made recently by Mr, Duncan Gay (a stalwart of the National Party). He reckons that if
shooters were allowed into our Parks to hunt feral animals, as well as doing a service for the community
and assisting the native wildlife it might keep them out of trouble elsewhere. Would they know the differ-
encethough,between say, a feral cat and a Tiger Quoll; Starling and a Spangled Drongo; the rabbit and a
Billby? Or even a kangaroo and a wild pig ?

After all, many duck shooters cannot differentiate between Chestnut Teal and Freckled Duck; even between
any species of Duck and other birds such as Pelicans, Galahs, Black Swans and Ibis. Even by some when they
are completely sober. I wonder whether it is a good idea.?

"YOU CAN'T STIFLE DEVELOPMENT" .... "“THE TOWN WILL GROW WHETHER RESIDENTS WANT IT OR NOT"

These were just two of the comments made by a coastal Council‘'s mayor recently during an interview over a
proposal to abolish a “"scenic reservation” of long standing, to allow developers to subdivide and destroy

a greater area than allowed under existing goning. So much for democracy. Statements like these can only
confirm that our soclety is organised and managed not for the benefit of the majority, but at the behest of
and benefit to corporate groups, developers and sundry individuals all acting out of greed.

what can we do about it ? The bulk of citizens are so indifferent or completely unaware of what is happen-
ing in the world, their country, their State, their district, and even at times across the street. Is it
apathy ?. Often though, when people are personally affected by a bad decision they become aroused and all
sorts of protest actions are whipped up. Those responsible for their displeasure are sometimes voted out of

office, either as wealthy men or merely just "well connected”, to be replaced by a clone in many instances.

MEANWHILE - DOWN AT THE NEARBY CANAL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL

A different Council, another developer, similar vested interests - all with the same desire, the urge to
make the quick quid. Doesn't matter how it is done or what the cosegquences are.

In this case the developers are constantly putting out their misinformation, making such soothing statements
as "it's not really a wetland you know", "over 2000 in favour, only 133 against”, "job creation", "safe
technique to treat the acid sulphate soils", "satisfactory wildlife corridor" - all stock answers to every
development up and down the East coast.

The 'selling point' that truly amazed me is "for every habitat tree removed, at least 10 will be planted".
Few people alive today have seen an ‘'instant' habitat tree - the general view is that a habitat tree is
one where fauna can find shelter and perhaps food, and which they can use as a long or short term refuge,
and (generally) where a great variety and number of invertebrates exist. Obviously trees so described are
mature specimens and nearly always of a great age.

It cannot be expected that tube stock, or even advanced specimens that may be planted could reach habitat
stage for many years. As yet I am not aware of any arguments on this fact at any point in the regular dis-
cussions on the merits or otherwise of this typical example of environmental destruction.

Has anyone ever seen a flock of Honeyeaters feeding in an infant tree, or a Koala sleeping in a sapling ?

PURTHERMORE - THE DELIBERATE BURNING OF OUR. BUSH IS IN FULL SWING

Coffs Harbour Shire alone has 4,000 ha or 40 square km burnt out so far (mid July). This, in a district with
much farmland, extensive coastlands and large tracts of RF. There must have been a match dropped into every
little remnant of bush and grasslands. We should be thankful that at least burning off is being carried out
prior to peak bird nesting time, before the end of hibernation of reptiles, and of the general bursting
forth of life at the onset of warm weather. But will it continue to the very eve of the bushfire season in
October ? That is still two and a half months away and if that is the case their will be nothing left any-
where.

A FACT --- 170 AUSTRALIANS DIED IN HOUSE FIRES LAST YEAR ALONE.
AN ESTIMATE --- ABOUT THE SAME NUMBER DIED IN BUSHPIRES IN THE PAST ONE HUNDRED YEARS
A QUIP -—- MAYBE WE SHOULD BE BURNING DOWN THE HOUSES INSTEAD OF THE BUSH ?
ANOTHER FACT*® --- THIS WOULD SAVE A LOT QOF LIVES

This probably relates to the frequent calls to bulldoze the bush or to.burn it out because wildfires some-
times kill people. Swimming pools are responsible for far more loss of life, yet there are never calls to
£i1l them all in or even to stop building new ones. Too much money being made.

QUEENSLAND RAINFORESTS ARE STILL BEING LOGGED

\

Despite the election about 5 years ago of "the breath of fresh air" party led by Mr. Wayne Goss that pro-
mised an end to the unsustainable logging of the last of the States RF, that ecologically unsustainable
development is still going on. Yes, a few months ago logging of Fraser Island ceased:.!, but it is still
being carried out on the coastal ranges.

Can any of our members advise us of the volume of timber being "harvested”, the species involved, and why
this ‘promise' was bothered to be made in the first place.?. Does Wayne really think that he will go to
heaven? Is this just an isolated "promise" that has been broken ?

CATS HAVE BEEN IN THE NEWS AGAIN WITH THE USUAL CONTROVERSIES

It is terribly difficult to deal with the problem of cats and our wildlife as the following two examples
show. .... A NSW country Council took legal action'against a resident, alleging a breach of its by-laws
by a woman who kept 12 dogs and 17 cats on her % acre block. The judge dismissed the case, sprouting some
garbage about "contravention of matural justice", 'so she is able to keep all of her animals, and no doubt
even increase them. What of “ustice to nature'? Even 17 very well trained and kindly cats must kill a few
birds, animals, reptiles and even insects. .

Another illogical fact is that anyone and everyone can own a cat (or 17) and breed as many as they want.
Yet it is illegal to keep and/or breed most native animals. You could be justified in thinking that cats
are the endangered species while there is no risk of any of our wildlife becoming extinct.

A GROUP CALLED THE FOREST PROTECTION SOCIETY HAS RECENTLY BEEN IN THE NEWS

Has anyone heard of it, or is aware of their aims, objectives, achievements or even where they are based ?
I was only half concentrating when I heard such a Group mentioned but I thought I heard a lady spokesman
extolling the importance of the woodchip industry and calling for its expansion into further old growth
forests. Surely it would be difficult to protect the forests while at the same time clear-~felling them ?

Well thats it folks, I think I'll go and have a beer now. This has been a long slog !
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