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" W h a t e v e r  y o u r  c a u s e ,  i t ' s  a  l o s t  c a u s e  w i t h o u t  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l . "  t h e  E h r l i c h s ,  1990 

MEETINGS - - -  SPECTACULARS - - -  CONFERENCES - - -  ACTIV IT IES  THERE'S LOTS TO DO ! 

I N  QLD. - -  Our  s o u t h e a s t  Q. c h a p t e r  w i l l  meet  on t h e  2nd S a t .  o f  J u l y ,  S e p t ,  Nov. F o r  d e t a i l s  phone P e t e r  
J u r d  on  ( 0 7 )  345 1445.  The J u l y  8 t h  a c t i v i t y  i s  a  v i s i t  t o  D i a n a ' s  B a t h ,  M t  Mee SF. Pe rm i t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  
f o r  e a c h  v e h i c l e .  

- -  R e g i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  "F rom Sand To S a n d s t o n e "  a t  Rockhampton,  w i t h  d a i l y  f i e l d  t r i p s  and  a  2  day 
t o u r  o f  B l a c k d o w n  T a b l e l a n d  f o l l o w i n g .  ( E d .  an o u t s t a n d i n g  a r e a  - e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  go t h e r e  a t  l e a s t  o n c e )  
From 22nd  t o  2 6 t h  S e p t  p l u s  o p t i o n a l  t o  B l i ~ M o v n  2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  

I N  VICTORIA - -  ASGAP B i e n n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  B a l l a r a t  f r o m  2 3 r d  t o  29 t h  S e p t  

I N  NSW - -  N a t i v e  P l a n t  & Ga rden  S p e c t a c u l a r  a t  Rouse H i l l  on  1 2 t h  and  1 3 t h  A u g u s t  
S t u d y  Group a c t i v i t y / o u t i n g / s o c i a l  a t  A l a n  B a t l e y ' s  p r o p e r t y ,  K u r r a j o n g  H e i g h t s  S a t u r d a y  22nd 
J u l y .  F o r  f u l l  d e t a i l s ,  r e f e r  t o  t h e  1 a s t N e w s l e t t e r .  
C o u p l e  o f  days  a t  NSW S o u t h e r n  H i g h l a n d s  - d a t e s  t o  be a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f e r  by Dean 

P r y k e .  "Wou ld  RFSG members be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  s h o r t  c a m p l c a r a v a n  s t a y  a t  G l e n m a c k ' s  Kangaroo V a l l e y  Camp & 
Ca ravan  P a r k  f o r  day d r i v e s  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  m o u n t a i n s ?  L o t s  o f  WTRF, M i n n a m u r r a ,  Robe r t son -RF ,p inkwood .  
coachwood e t c .  V i s i t  a  r e a l - l i f e  h a u n t e d  house  t y  r e l a :  w i t h  an a l l  s i l v e r  s e r v i c e  f o r  t e a s ,  f o o d  e t c .  To 
Glenmacks each  n i g h t  f o r  c a m p f i r e s  o r  v i s i t  t h e  l o c a l  n e a r b y .  Camping fees  $6 e a c h  p e r  n i g h t ,  good shower  
b l o c k  e t c ,  shop  on s i t e ,  f a n t a s t i c  v i e w s  t o  RF c l a d  m o u n t a i n s . "  - - - -  Those i n t e r e s t e d  s h o u l d  phone Dean 
who w i l l  s e l e c t  c o n v e n i e n t  d a t e s  and  l e t  me know f o r  N/L p u b l i c i t y .  H i s  phone - ( 0 2 )  5 2 4  0317 

A VOLUNTEER OR TWO NEEDED TO SET UP OUR STUDY GROUP DISPLAY AT THE'SPECTACULAR' 12TH & 13TH AUGUST 

As H e l e n  Joyce i s  o c c u p i e d  w j t h  the P r a t e a c e a c  s tand ,  s h e  5 s  u n a b l e  t o  o r g a n i s e  and man ( i s n ' t  t h a t  a  
s t r a n g e  w o r d  f o r  a woman a t t e n d i n g  an  information a c t i v i t y  ? ) t h e  d i s p l a y  as she has done f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
Helen has a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  h a s  been  p r e v t o u s l y  used,  b u t  s h e  and A l l a n  w i l l  be  away u n t i l  e a r l y  J u l y  
I w o u l d  ve r y  much a p p r e c f a t e  somebody t a k i n g  t h i s  on  f o r  t h i s  o c c a s t o n ;  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  g e t  p u b l i c i t y  
f a r  our i n t e r e s t s  wheneve r  we can, s o  please - k n o c k  me a n d  Helen o v e r  i n  t h e  r u s h  t o  v o l u n t e e r  ? You can  
c o n t a c t  He len  a t  (02) 874 7810 i n  J u l y ,  o r  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  mean t jme  065 87 1268.  

WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

ROB BOS 44 T i b b i t s  S t  Bundamba 4304 PAUL REZL V e l k e  Nemc ice  391.  6 9 1  63 Czech R e p u b l i c  
NIK BROWN 37 S i m l a  Rd D e n i s t o q e  2114 JOHN TRUEMAN RMB 9250 M a i n  C r e e k  Rd M a i n  R i d g e  3928 
JOHN & V I C K I  LLOYD PO Box 8 4 D u ~ ~ ~ q 2 4 2 0  PAULA VERMUNT PO Box 6267 S o u t h  L l s m o r e  2480 
LISBETH SHIELD 18  E t o n  S t  Toowong 4006 SUE WALSTON & BRIAN BERTRAM RMB 3 1  M a r l e e  2429 

and  a  name change  - D a n i  O l b r i c h  i s  now Dan i  Ond inea .  

THERE A R E  QUITE A F E W  OUTSTANDING SUBSCRIPTIONS AND I D O N I T  R E A L L Y  H A V E  T H E  TIME T O  C H A S E  T H E M  A L L  

So I h a v e  d e c i d e d ,  r e l u c t a n t l y , t o  d e l e t e  a  h a l f  dozen  o r  so ,  p e o p l e  who I n e v e r  h e a r  f r om anyway so  one 
m u s t  assume t h a t  t h e y  a r e n ' t  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  W ish  t h e y  w o u l d  t e l l  me, one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  The o t h e r s  
h a v e  t h e  u s u a l  r e m i n d e r  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  N/L  

HOWEVER I DO THINK THAT SOME OF OUR MAIL HAS GONE ASTRAY 

R e c e n t l y  a  c o u p l e  o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  I e x p e c t e d  had  n o t  a r r i v e d a n d w h i l e  nobody can  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  a  l e t t e r  
p r o m i s e d  o r d u e  r e g u l a r l y  has r e a l l y  been  s e n t ,  i t  i s  a  r e a s o n a b l e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  have been l o s t .  
J u d i t h  B r a s s  s e n t  a  s u b s .  a b o u t  18  mon ths  ago t h a t  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  me and maybe o t h e r s  a r e  i n  t h e  same b o a t -  
So i f  y o u  do g e t  an u n j u s t i f i e d  r e m i n d e r ,  o r  y o u r  N / L 1 s  a r e  s u d d e n l y  c u t  o f f ,  p l e a s e  t e l l  me and d o n ' t  
hm i n  h i g h  dudgeon and  d e c l a r e  "I'll n e v e r  t a l k  t o  h i m  a g a i n . "  I n  f a i r n e s s ,  o u r  l e t t e r b o x  i s  i n  a  v e r y  
e x p o s e d  p o s i t i o n ,  on a  f a i r l y  b u s y  r o a d  and  as many o f  y o u  know, a  kkm away f r o m  t h e  house .  V e r y  v u l n e r a b l e .  

Thank y o u  D a v i d  Lang,  f o r  t h i s  e v e r -  
t o p i c a l  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  man ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

STOP PRESS: F r a n c e  has j u s t  announced t h e  
r e s u m p t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  n e a r  A u s t r a l i a .  
They say  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  dange r  w h a t s o e v e r  
t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ;  o t h e r s  have a l r e a d y  
a c c u s e d  them o f  c o m m i t t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  8 
p o l i t i c a l  c r i m e s .  The n a t i o n  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  
i t  I s  b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  and c i v i l i z e d  t h o u g h  
many o f  us w o u l d  l i k e  p r o o f  o f  t h a t .  A l l  we 
can  do I suppose  i s  t o  a v o i d  u s i n g  any  o f  
t h e i r  p r o d u c t s .  P r o b a b l y  r a d i o a c t i v e  anyway. 

AS USUAL I HAVE RUN OUT OF SPACE AND THERE I S  LOTS MORE THAT I SHOULD TELL YOU 

I a l w a y s  do t h e  f i r s t  page l a s t ,  p r o b a b l y  has s o m e t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  my C e l t i c  a n c e s t r y .  The re  a r e  a  few 
members l e t t e r s  s t i l l  t o  c o v e r ,  and a  few i t e m s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  - book r e v i e w s ,  w a l k i n g  t r a c k s ,  s p e c i f i c  
p l a n t s  and  RF f a u n a ,  so  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  we h a v e  a  s t a r t  t o  t h e  O c t o b e r  i s s u e .  I n  t h e  mean t ime ,  p l e a s e  keep  
y o u r  i t ~ f o r l ~ l a t i o n  f l o w i n g  t o  nle, e v e r y t h i n g  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  someone. 



AROUND THE STATES WITH S  G A P - SOME RELEVANT ITEMS FROM REGION NEWSLETTERS 

C a n b e r r a ' s  A p r i l  B u l l e t i n  r a i s e s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  n a t i v e s  a r e  now " e s c a p i n c j ' f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n  and j o i n i n g  t h e i r  
e x o t i c  f e l l o w s  t o  become " e n v i r o n m e n t a l  weeds! The l a t e s t  c u l p r i t  i s  a  G r e v i l l e a  t h a t  seems t o  be d e r i u k d  . f r o m  ' C a n b e r r a  Gem',  a  common c u l t l v a r  d e r i v e d  f r o m  G. r o s m a r i n i f o l i a  and now i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n s p i c u o u s  111 
v e g e t a t i o n  on  r o a d  v e r g e s ,  r e s r v e s  and p r i v a t e  l a n d  a t  a  r u r a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b d i v i s i o n .  They can  sm.otber 
p a t c h e s  o f  n a t i v e  g r a s s l a n d  w h e r e v e r  t h e  E u c a l y p t u s / C a l l i t r i s  canopy has been t h i n n e d  b y  p a s t  c l e a r i n g  o r  
by  f i r e .  O t h e r  G r e v i l l e a  s p e c i e s  have e s c a p e d  f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t h e  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n s  and a r e  s p r e a d i n g  i n t o  
a d j a c e n t  w o o d l a n d .  They warn  " n a t i v e  p l a n t  g a r d e n e r s  s h o u l d  be aware t h a t  ome  A u s t .  p l a n t s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  
l o c a l  a r e a  can  become as much o f  an e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l e m  as e x o t i c s  I n  n a t u r a l  a r e a s .  T h e r f o r e ,  c a r e  s h o u l d  I 

be t a k e n  i n  s e l e c t i n g  n a t i v e  s p e c i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  G r e v i l l e a  and  A c a c i a  f o r  p l a n t i n g  i n t o  g a r d e n s  n e a r  rem- 
n a n t  b u s h l a n d . "  

The March Tasmania  " E u c r y p h i a "  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  'NO' TO FLUOROACETATE PROTECTION c a r r i e s  a  r e p o r t  f r o m  "New 
s c i e n t i s t "  ( 4  ~ e b  1 9 9 5 )  t h a t  a  p l a n  t o  I n o c u l a t e  sheep and  c a t t l e  w i t h  a  g e n e t i c a l l y  a l t e r e ' d  b a c t e r i u m  t M a t  
w o u l d  c o n f e r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  n a t i v e  p l a n t  t o x i n s  has been r e j e c t e d .  Many s p e c i e s  o f  A c a c i a ,  O x y l o b i u m  and Gas- 
t r o l o b i u m  c o n t a i n  f l u o r o a c e t a t e ,  w h i c h  i s  d e a d l y  t o  l i v e s t o c k .  I t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  b a c t e r i u m  t h a t  w o u l d  
d e t o x i f y  t h e  c a t t l e  and sheep  c o u l d  a l s o  s p r e a d  t o  f e r a l  a n i m a l s  s u c h  as g o a t s ,  came ls  and r a b b l t s  and t h e n  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  f u r t h e r  p r o l i f e r a t i o n .  P r o b a b l y  a  good d e c i s i o n  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,  t o o .  

v i c t o r i a ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  P a u l  Kennedy, n o t e d  i n  t h e  March  N/L t h a t  "We have t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  s i t u a t i o n  where t h e  
p u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t  a u t h o r i t y  ( P T C )  p a i d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  $20,000 compen- 
s a t i o n  so t h a t  PTC c o u l d  b u i l d  a  new commuter  c a r p a r k  on l a n d  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  some o f  G i p p s l a n d ' s  l a s t  examp le  
o f  n a t i v e  g r a s s l a n d s . "  ( T h i s  l i t t l e  gem was i n c l u d e d  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  ' C o n s e r v a t i o n  N o t e s ' . )  

" ~ a t i v e  P l a n t s  f o r  NSW" J a n u a r y  i s s u e  has an i t e m  ( r e p r i n t e d  f r o m  a  SA N I L )  t i t l e d  GROWING DRINK CARTONS 
w h i c h  d e s c r i b e d  a  m e t h o d  o f  u s i n g  ( p r e s u m a b l y  1 l i t r e )  s q u a r e  c o n t a l n e r s  t o  p r o t e c t  s e e d l i n g s  a f t e r  p l a n t i n g  
o u t . J o  James says  t h a t  by  good l u c k  she h i t  upon t h e  b e s t  way t o  c u t  and s e t  up t h e  m i l k  c a r t o n s  o v e r  t h e  
p l a n t s ,  and a s s e s s e s  t h e  b e n e f i t s  as - r e c y c l i n g  somewaste m a t e r i a l ;  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  d i r e c t  sun,  d r y i n g  
w i n d s ,  r a b b i t s ,  c r a w l i n g  i n s e c t s ;  g r e a t e r  h u m i d i t y  a r o u n d  t h e  p l a n t :  and ( y e t  t o  be t e s t e d ) , p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  
f r o s t .  Her  s y s t e m  i s  t o  c u t  t h e  base a l o n g  3 c r e a s e s ,  f o l d  o u t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and p l a c e  a  r o c k  on i t  f o r  a n c h -  
o r a g e  and t h e n  p i l e  s o i l  a r o u n d  t h e  b o ~ t o m  o f  t h e  c a r t o n  t o  s t o p  i t  f r o m  b l o w i n g  away. 

A p r i l ' s  i s s u e  f rom NSW c a r r i e s  an ad.  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  v a c a n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r .  Our own member, C o n n i p  
McPherson has done a  s t e r l i n g  j o b  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  b u t  i s  s t a n d i n g  down f o r  f a m i l y  
r e a s o n s .  On b e h a l f  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h e  NSW members o f  RFSG, I t h a n k  C o n n i e  f o r  h e r  e f f o r t s  and a c h i e v e m e n t s  
w h i l e  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  T r u s t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  q u i c k l y  f i l l e d  b y  a n o t h e r  d e d i c a t e d  and d e t -  
e r m i n e d  p e r s o n .  

I t e m s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  f r o m  r e c e n t  Q u e e n s l a n d  B u l l e t i n s  i n c l u d e  ''PLANTS FOR FIRE PRONE AREAS", some 
q u i d e l i n e s  t o  f o l l o w ,  p l u s  a  l i s t  o f  recommended p l a n t s  ( C a n b e r r a  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  l i s t ) .  T h i s  g u i d e  
o r i g i n a t e d  i n  NSW b u t  has been  t a k e n  u p  b y  o t h e r  S t a t e s  aware  o f  i t s  I m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e i r  r e s i d e n t s .  The 
32 p u r e  RF s p e c i e s  recommended a r e  l i s t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  N/L .  
The March  i s s u e  a d v i s e s  t h e  s e t t i n g  up o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  r e p r e s e n t l n g  t h e  NETWORK OF REGIONAL BATANIC GARDENS 
- TROPICAL 8 SUBTROPICAL Z 3 N E .  A m e e t i n g  h e l d  a t  G l a d s t n n e  g a r d e n s  ! a s t  S e n t .  w a s  a t t e n d e d  hy p e o p l e  f r o m  
e s t a b l i s h e d  g a r d e n s  a t  C o f f s  H a r b o u r ,  Tondoon ( G l a d s t o n e ) ,  Townsv i  1  l e ,  ~ o c L h a m ~ t o n ,  Cooktown,  C a i r n s ;  f r o m  
t h o s e  j u s t  commencing - B a r c a l d l n e ,  L o n g r e a c h ,  H e r v e y  Bay, E m e r a l d :  and  t h o s e  p r o p o s i n g  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n s  a t  
Marybo rough ,  C o o l o o l a ,  B l a c k a l l .  B u r d e k i n ,  Maroochy .  A l b e r t ,  P i n e  R i v e r s ,  Red lands ,  L i s m o r e .  O t h e r  i n t e r -  
e s t e d / i n v o l v e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were  a l s o  i n v o l v e d .  ( E d .  A lways  good t o  see s u c h  i n t e r e s t  i n  so v a l u a b l e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and c o n e r v a t i o n - d i r e c t e d  f a c i l i t i e s )  . . . . ,  The " F R O M  THE VERY TOP" segment  i s  a  c o n c i s e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  on t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  o f  Cape Yo rk  and i n c l u d e s  ' ( E )  R a i n f o r e s t :  A  l a r g e  s t r i p  o f  RF e x t e n d s  n o r t h  
f r o m  Bamaga n e a r l y  t o  t h e  t i p  o f  Cape Yo rk  ( P a j i n k a ) .  T h i s  RF I s  u n u s u a l  I n  t h a t  i t  c o n t a i n s  l a r g e  numbers  
o f  N i u g i n i  p l a n t s  and a n i m a l s ,  and i t  i s  t h i s  u n u s u a l  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  A u s t  and N,G. w h i c h  makes t h e  " L o c h -  
e r b i e  S c r u b "  w o r l d  famous. '  
J u n e ' s  i s s u e  c a r r i e s  t h e  "EFFECT OF DROUGHT ON RF pLANTINGS",desc ibes t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  d r y  y e a r s  
on  a  l a r g e  p l o t  a t  Mugeeraba where  p l a n t i n g  commenced i n  1984.  Remarkab l y  o n l y  8 t r e e s  succumbed t o  t h e  
d r o u g h t ,  o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  a r o u n d  600 p l a n t s  b e l n g  grown.  The a u t h o r ,  Graham McDonald  has made some o b -  
v i o u s  and a  number o f  n o t  so  a p p a r e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  f o r  g a r d e n e r s  ( a n d  n a t u r e ) .  

Our  s i s t e r  S t u d y  Group " A u s t .  Food P l a n t s "  Feb. N I L  c a r r i e s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  ' B u s h  T u c k e r  S u p p l y  A u s t r a l i a '  
w h i c h  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Co. i s  i n  d ? r e  need o f  l a r  e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s e l e c t e d  t y p e s  o f  B a c k h o u s i a  c i t r i o d o r a  
and B .  a n i s a t a .  I n i t i a l l y ,  s m a l l  c o n s i g n m e n t s  !about a  $ k g ) o f  d r i e d  l e a v e s  need t o  be a n a l y s e d  f o r  t h e i r  
q u a l i t y  as many n a t i v e  s p e c i e s  a r e  h i g h l y  v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  a r o m a t l c  o i l s  t h e y  c o n t a i n , w i t h  a  few u n d e s i r -  
a b l e  components  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  same s t a n d s  o f  t h e  same s p e c i e s .  A f t e r  a n a l y s i s  - each  c o s t i n g  $300 - 
a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e e s  a r e  n o m i n a t e d  and l o n g  t e r m  ag reemen ts  f o r  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  f o l i a g e  a r e  e n t e r e d  i n t o .  ( ~ d .  
W i l l  t h i s  l e a d  t o  a  w i d e r  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  ' R a r e  b u t  R e s e r v e d '  B a c k h o u s i a  a n i s a t a  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  ? )  

R e c e i p t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  S . A . ' s  j o u r n a l  s e n t  t o  o u r  g r o u p  i s  we lcomed.  T h i s ,  as w i t h  a l l  t h e  S t a t e s '  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  has been p l a c e d  i n  o u r  r e f e r e n c e  ' l i b r a r y ' ,  and w h i l e  SA i s  somewhat s h o r t  on n a t u r a l  RF, i t  
i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  me as t o  how o t h e r s  s e t  o u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  be d i s s e m i n a t e d ,  and wha t  common themes 
r u n  t h r o u g h  o u r  w i d e s p r e a d  p l a n t  e n t h u s i a s t s  . . . . . .  The May j o u r n a l  r e p r i n t s  an i t e m  f r o m  t h e  B u r r e n d o n g  
(NSW) A r b o r e t u m  A p r .  " B r l g g e "  on "WHAT I S  THE VALUE OF A TREE?" T!ough i t  s  d f i c a l l y  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  N o r -  
t h e n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t r e e s  e v e r y w h e r e .  A  m a t u r e  r e a l t h y  t r e e  w i t h  a  14. c rown  
has a  t o t a l  f o l i a g e  a r e a  o f  a r o u n d  18,000 sq.m. T h i s  t r e e  w i l l  f i l t e r  o u t  a r o u n d  one t o n n e  o f  d u s t a n n u a l l y ,  
t h u s  a b s o r b i n g  b a c t e r i a ,  s o o t  e t c .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  amount  o f  d u s t  and s o o t  f r o m  a  s t r e e t  w i t h  heavy  
t r a f f i c  has been  measu red  a t  a r o u n d  15,000 p a r t i c l e s  p e r  I t t r e ,  w h i l e  i n  p a r k s  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  2,000 p a r t -  
i c l e s .  A round  50,000 cu.m. o f  a i r  pass  t h r o u g h  a  t r e e  d a i l y .  The t r e e  makes use  o f  t h e  s u l p h u r  d i o x i d e  
a n d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  r e l e a s e s  oxygen .  I n  a  s i n g l e  g r o w t h  season ,  one t r e e  w i l l  p r o d u c e  enough c l e a n  a i r  t o  
meet  one p e r s o n ' s  a n n u a l  needs .  The same t r e e  can  r e d u c e  w i n d  speeds by up t o  50%.  On a  warm summers dax ,  
h u m i d i t y  u n d e r  t h e  canopy  o f  l e a v e s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  by  2 %  and  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  w i l l  be  r e d u c e d  by a t  l e a s t  2 ' ~ .  
The f o l i a g e  a r e a  o f  a  n e w l y  p l a n t e d  t r e e  i s  a r o u n d  1 sq.m. A l a r g e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  t r e e  i s  w i r t u a l l y  i r r e p -  
l a c a b l e .  I t  w i l l  t a k e  50 t o  100 y e a r s  b e f o r e  a  t r e e  a c h i e v e s  t h e  same d l m e n s i o n s  o f  one t h a t  we can  chop  
down i n  j u s t  10 m i n u t e s . '  

ANOTHER PUBLICATION I RECEIVE I S  THE 'NEFA (NORTH EAST FOREST ALLIANCE) LEAF' 

The c u r r e n t  Autumn e d i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  many p o i n t s  o f  c o n c e r n ,  i n c l u d i n g  - - -  ' F i v e  y e a r s  l e f t  f o r  t h e  o l d  
o r o w t h  u n l e s s  we s t o p  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  . . .  A l l  r e m a i n i n g  l o g g a b l e  ( o n  a c c e s s i b l e  t e r r a i n )  w i l l  be  gone w i t h i n  5 
y e a r s .  W h i l e  we s t i l l  have  e x t e n s i v e  a r e a s  o f  u n l y g g e d  f o r e s t  l e f t  a l o n g  t h e  e s c a r p m e n t ,  t h e y  a r e  p r e d o m i n -  
a t e l y  p o o r  s t u n t e d  f o r e s t s  on  p r e c i p i t o u s  s l o p e s .  ' S e v e r a l  c o a s t a l  f o r e s t s  have  been " i n a d v e r d e n t l y "  
l o g g e d  l a t e l y ,  w i t h o u t  l i c e n s e s  o r  a p p r o v a l s , o b v i o u s l y  done i n  a  r u s h  t o  p r e - e m p t  K e a t i n g s  moves t o  p r o -  
t e c t  them. '  'How t h e  i n d u s t r y  g o t  i t  w r o n g  ( a g a i n )  on h i g h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  v a l u e  f o r e s t s  . . .  M o s t  c l a i m s  
d e n y i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  v a l u e s  r e l y  on i d e n t i f i e d  coupes  c o n t a i n  some f o r m  o f  d i s t u r b a n c e  such  as an o l d  a i r -  
s t r i p ,  q u a r r y ,  p l a n t a t i o n  o r  r e g r o w t h .  T h i s  a r g u m e n t  i g n o r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  coupe  can  c o n t a i n  a  s m a l l  
a r e a  o f  d i s t u r b e d  f o r e s t  and  s t i l l  c o n t a i n  l a r g e  examp les  o f  HCVF, i n  many cases  t h e  l a s t  s u r v i v i n g  exam- 
p l e s  o f  t h e l r  f o r e s t  t y p e s .  P e o p l e  m a k i n g  c l a i m s  o f  t h i s  k l n d  a r e  e i t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  i l l i t e r a t e  o r  d e l -  
i b e r a t e l y  t r y i n g  t o  m i s l e a d  u s . '  
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I t  i s  a lways  good t o  c a t c h  up w i t h  what you  a r e  a l l  up t o ,  I t  J u s t  seems t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  b u r s t  o f  communic- 
a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  annua l  subs .  a r e  p a y a b l e ,  so you  must b e a r  w i t h  me as I r a t i o n  them o u t  o v e r  t h e  
c u r r e n t ,  and l a t e r  N / L 1 s .  

F i r s t l y ,  DALE JOHNSON w r i t e s  "Because o f  i n c r e a s i n g  commltments e l s e w h e r e  1  am r e s i g n i n g  f r o m  t h e  g roup .  
Thank you f o r  some v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d i n g  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  3 y e a r s  and gaug ing  by t h e  number o f  peop le  t h a t  
have j o i n e d  o v e r  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  y o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  must  be on t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k . "  Thank you  Dale,  you w i l l  be most 
welcome t o  r e j o i n  us any t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  and we a l l  w i s h  y o u  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  w l t h  y o u r  c u r r e n t  activities 
New member JOHN TRUEMAN e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e i r  house a t  Main Ridge i s  on V i c t o r i a s  M o r n i n g t o n  P e n i n s u l a ,  and 
a r e  a t  t h e  s t a g e  o f  e s t a b l t s h i n g  a  RF garden .  He wou ld  a p p r e c l a t e  any a d v i c e  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and 
says t h a t  wha tever  i n f o r m a t l o n  a v a i l a b l e  wou ld  be a p p r e c i a t e d .  A f u r t h e r  reason  f o r  somebody t o  t a k e  up my 
p a s t  p l e a d i n g s  f o r  an o c c a s i o n a l  m e e t l n g / g e t  t o g e t h e r  a round  Melbourne ? 

Ano ther  new r e c r u i t ,  PAUL REZL l i v e s  i n  t h e  Czech R e p u b l i c  and so  d o u b l e s  o u r  overseas membership. Paul i s  
o b v i o u s l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  wha tever  i n f o r m a t i o n  on g r o w i n g  RF s p e c i e s  i n d o o r s ,  and t o  have access t o  f r e s h  seed. 
He has p romised  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  h i s  e x p e r f e n c e  w l t h  t h e  sowing and g r o w l n g  those  p l a n t s  I n  Europe.  

PAUL BRADY has been c h e c k l n g  o u t  t h e  f l o r a  o f  Nepal ,  a t r u l y  e x o t l c  l o e a t l o n ,  s l n c e  he a r r l v e d  t h e r e  l a s t  
December f o r  a 12 month s t i n t .  Wrfe Mary, and  t h e  k i d s  have j u s t  a r r i v e d  t o o  - a g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l  
lie s a y s  "I have taken  an I n t e r e s t  I n  t h e  f l o r a  here  and have seen some v e r y  f m p r e s s i v c  p l a n t s .  One i s  a 
s m a l l  t r e e  S a f m a l l a  malabar ieum f o u n d  In the monsoonal s u b - t r o p j c a l  f o r e s t s .  In w i n t e r  i t  l o s e s  t h e  leaves  
and becomes c o v e r e d  w l t h  r e d  f l o w e r s  - the s i z e  o f  s m a l l  a p p l e s .  The e f f e c t  I s  n o t  u n l i k e  the  I l l a w a r r a  
F l a m ~ .  Trees I n  t h e  monsoonal f o r e s t s  o f t e n  have t h e i r  b ranches  c o v e r e d  al  t h  o r c h i d s  such as Dendroblums and 
Coelogynes.  Greed u n f o r t u n a t e l y  has dec imated  much o f  t h e  f o r e s t s ,  w i t h  an added p rob lem o f  p e o p l e  g r a z i n g  
t h e f r  a n i m a l s  a r  c h o p p i n g  trees f o r  f f  rewood f r o m  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  p r o t e c t e d  reserves .  A t  one r e s e r v e  ,I rec-  
e n t l y s a w  people c o l l e c t i n g  bunches O F  f l o w e r s  f r o m  t h e  Rhododendrons - no  doub t  i n  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  t h e y  w i l l  
d i s a p p e a r  from t h i s  p a r t j c u l a r  l o c a t i o n .  There I s  ve ry  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  g r o w i n g  t h e i r  own p l a n t s .  The 
o n l y  n a t l v e s  g row lng  here g e n e r a l l y  a r e  the o r e h l d s .  There i s  a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  In t h e  gaudy a n n u a l s / b u l b s  
w i t h  p e o p l e  o r d e r i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  from Amer ica or Japan. R e - a f f a r e s t a t l o n  can  a l s o  mean t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  f a s t  
g r o w i n g  f o r e i g n  s p e c i e s . "  ( E d .  P a u l ,  y o u  mus t  F e e l  t h a t  y o u  have  n o t  even l e f t  A u s t r a l i a  1 )  

A l s o  overseas  a r e  HELEN L ALLAN JOYCE. L e f t  I n  May f o r  a  2  month 'Gardens o f  t h e  Wor ld '  t o u r .  They a l s o  
grow t h e  South A f r i c a n  P r o t e a s  on a  s m a l l  ac reage  a t  Gosford,  n o r t h  o f  Sydney, and w i l l  be i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
Pro teaceae  D i s p l a y  a t  t h e  Sydney W i l d f l o w e r  Show, hence t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  someone e l s e  t o  o r g a n i s e  o u r  RF 
s t a n d  t h i s  y e a r .  

ESTHER TnYLOR has s o l d  the home a t  lpswtch and has by now s e t t l e d  t n  a t  t h e  v e r y  s m a l l  c o u n t r y  town o f  
PROSTON, n e a r  K i n g a r a y .  The town compr ises  a  s m a l l  supermarket, a c a f e ,  h o t e l  and abou t  200 houses f i l l e d  
w i t h  f r i e n d l y  p e o p l e .  Peace and q u j e t  abounds, no c l t y  t r a f f l c  o r  n o l s e ,  a  b l g  y a r d  w i t h  an e s t a b l i s h e d  
c o t t a g e  garden, s t o n e  f r u i t  t r e e s  and s Mango. B r a u g h t  l o t s  o f  p l a n t s  w i t h  h e r  and was w a i t l n g  f o r  a  break 
En t h e  weather  t o  get  them i n t o  t he  g round .  I n  the meantime E s t h e r  I s  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  some o f  t h e  
d i s t r i c t ' s  remnant sc rub .  

A n o t h e r  new member, ROB BOS w r o t e  a  k i n d  n o t e  I n  a p p r e c l a t l o n  o f  h i s  f i r s t  2 N / L 1 s .  and agrees t h a t  SGAP 
s h o u l d  be more c o n s e r v a t i o n  minded. He f o u n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  membership l i s t  h e l p f u 1 , a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a  few 
o f  t h e  Group i n  h i s  area ( I p s w i c h ) ,  though  E s t h e r  has j u s t  l e f t .  Somebody want t o  form a  west  o f  B r l s b a n e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

When THOMAS CARLSSON w r o t e  i n  A p r i l ,  s p r i n g  was w e l l  under  way w i t h  warm w inds  o f f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  and day temps 
o f  5 - 10 degrees .  P l e n t y  o f  new g r o w t h  on t h e  p l a n t s ,  particularly Trema aspera,  and I t  l o o k s  l i k e  Hymen- 
osporum f l a v u m  w i l l  f l o w e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  I t ' s  abou t  3 m e t r e s  h l g h .  Good success w l t h  A t a l a y a  s a l i c i -  
f o l i a  w i t h  5 s e e d l i n g s  up so f a r .  Thomas and Paul  Rezl  s h o u l d  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and swap n o t e s .  

DAVlD NOEL, who you may r e c o l T e c t  r u n s  t h e  T r e e  Crops C e n t r e  I n  P e r t h  sugges ted  t h a t  i n  l i e u  o f  hfm p a y i n g  
o u r  $5 annual  subs, we arrange a swap o f  ourrepective publications. He p u b l i s h e s  'WANATCA' (WA Nut  & Tree 
Crop Asss.) n o r m a l l y  $40 pa. On b e h a l f  o f  a l l  you members, 1 reckoned  i t  was a good f dea and agreed on t h e  
exchange. B o t h  Groups a r e  f r e e  t o  use t he  o t h e r ' s  m n t e r t a l ,  so 1 w i l l  be p a s s i n g  on some o f  Dav ids  comments 
f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .  L i k e  a l l  of the o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  sent t o  the R F S G ,  Wanntca w i l l  be p u t  I n t o  o u r  r e f e r e n c e  
f j l e s  for .perusal  and or borrowing by any and a l l  o f  you financial members. 

Our m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  problems a t  Hawks Nest I n  t h e  l a s t  NIL has  encouraged B I L L  JONES t o  pass on f u r t h e r  d e t -  
a i l s .  RfT1 L Noela have e p l a c e  t h e r e  and he t e l l s  "There i s  an  uh touched  ' b u f f e r '  between Hawks Nest  and 
M y a l l  Lakes NP, b u t  the p r o p o s a l  F s  t o  ex tend t h e  t o w n s h l p  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  w t t h  CALM d e v e l o p i n g  Crown l a n d  
f o r  90 r e s i d e n t i a l  To ts .  T h l s  i s  u n d e s f r a b l e  because t h e  p r e s e n t  n a t u r a l  B l a c k b u t t  f o r e s t  fo rms  a nqce b a r -  
rfer  between t h e  town and MyaJl Lakes NP a n d  t s  p a r t  o f  t h e  wf l d l i f e  c o r r i d o r  1  i n k l n g  t h e  two areas. T h i s  
deve lopment  wou ld  be t h e  s t a r t  o f  a cascade along the c o a s t a l  s t r i p  t o  t h e  NP. There I s  a Koa la  p o p u l a t i o n  
h e r e ,  a s  well as S E P P  14 ( p r o t e c t e d )  w e t l a n d s  and good s tands  O F  Euc. robus  t a ,  a p r l m e  Koala food t r e e .  
Any f u r t h e r  development  w o u l d  reduce Koala h a b i t a t ,  i n c r e a s e  t h e  car  a n d  d ~ g ~ p o p u l a t l o n  f u r t h e r  e n d a n g e r i n g  
t h e  a n i m a l s  s u r v f v a l  , and n i p  I n  the  bud t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have a d l s t r f c t  eco teur i smt l  r e s o u r c e .  

JOE BESKIN v e r y  k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  ( o r  was he t a l k e d  i n t o  I t )  t o  s e t  up an i n d e x  o f  t h e  N/Ls on h i s  computer ,  
u s i n g  US Word 6. I s t a r t e d  t o  do a  manual i n d e x  and though  i t  c o v e r e d  my f i r s t % d o z e n  i s s u e s ,  I t  g o t  t o  be 
t o o  b i g  a  j o b  and I g o t  b e h i n d  - n e v e r  t o  c a t c h  up. H o p e f u l l y  Joe w o n ' t  end up t h e  same way, though we 
t r u s t  i t  d o e s n ' t  c u t  i n t o  h i s  l i m i t e d  work ,  d o m e s t i c  and s o c i a l  a c t l v t t i e s  commitments. 

The w e l l  known T e r a n i a  RF N u r s e r y  has been s o l d  t o  B r e t t  OtDonovan who has c o n s i d e r a b l e  knowledge and immense 
e n t h u s i a s m  says HUGH NICHOLSON. The n u r s e r y  has moved t o  t h e  B r u x n e r  Hwy, Wol longbar  Hugh and Nan a r e  
o b v i o u s l y  r e m a i n i n g  I n  t h e i r  d e l i g h t f u l  v a l l e y  and t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on b o t a n i c a l  pho tography .  

SHIRLEY JOHNSTON o f  Mul lumbimby ment ioned  i n  a  b r i e f  n o t e ,  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  l e s s  t h a n  average r a j n  t h e  t r e e s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  grow w e l l  and t h a t  t h e y  keep f i n d i n g  p l a n t s  t h a t  a r e  f l o w e r i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  - a  g r e a t  j o y  

A n o t h e r  change o f  address - AUB PODLICH now l i v e s  on t h e i r  4 a c r e s  among t h e  t r e e s  a t  Boonah. He has 18 
months f u l l - t i m e  w r i t i n g  ahead. w h i c h  may mean l o o k i n g  o u t  t h e  window a t  t h e  b i r d s  ? 

D E A N  PRYKE h a s  a $ a c r e  b l e e t  a t  MSW S o u t h e r n  H i g h l a n d s  where he I n t e n d s  t o  even;ual ly f i l l  h a l f  t h e  p l a c e  
w i t h  t h e  Coachwood/Sassafras/ncmena R F  t y p e  t h a t  was l o c a l  f n n t h e  "Yarrawa Brush  . He r e c e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  a  
c o u p l e  o f  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t t o n  Group's " E u c r y p h j a  and t h e q r  e x c e l l e n t  'Gu ide  t o  t h e  Yarrawa 
B r u s h '  whleh i s  stunning f n  i t s  neatness and accuracy .  Looks l i k e  w e l l  done, HELEN and DAVID TRANTER. Mean- 
w h i l e  o u r  I t em on P i s a n f a  g r a n d l s  p rompted  him t o  rnentfan he has a success w i t h  a  P. u r n b e l l i f e r a ,  h a p p i l y  
g r o n i n g  w i t h  good s fred  specimens o f  CTRF p l a n t s  - Coachnood, Sassa f ras ,  Eupomatia, Cass ine ,Bas ta rd  Rosewood. 
Cal lEcorna,  Elaeocarpus  k i r t o n j i  & E .  reticulatus and a c o u p l e  o f  v i n e s .  

A comment t h a t  P a r a r c h i d e n d r o n  p r u i n o s u m  had i t s  f i r s t  f l o w e r i n g  i n  CAROL BENTLEY'S L i n d f i e l d  garden ,  b u t  t h e  
f l o w e r s  browned o f f  v e r y  q u i c k l y ,  though  t h e  seed pods a r e  most  a t t r a c t i y e .  T h l s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  specimen 
g r o w i n g  l o c a l l y ,  so i t  seems t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s e l f - p o l l i n a t i n g .  On 'Booyong we have o n l y  come a c r o s s  2 p l a n t s ,  
a n d ' c o - i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  Dean Pryke  d i s c o v e r e d  50% o f  them w h i l e  he was v i s i t i n g .  



OUR ThSWAHIAN MEMBER PHIL  PARSONS COMMENTS ON SORE RECENT EVENTS AT " THE A P P L E  ISLE " 
" I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  Rhoda Jeavons ,  t h e ,  as y e t ,  unnamed P h y t o p h o r a  i s  a f f e c t i n g  an a l p l n e  a r e a ,  t h a t  f ;  now 
q u a r a n t f n e d .  S p e c i e s  a f f e c t e d  i n c l u d e  O r i t e s  a c i c u l a r l s  ( Y e l l o w  B u s h )  a P r o t e a c e a  a n d  A t h r o t a x u s  c y p r e s s .  
i o i d e s  ( P e n c j l  P i n e )  i n  T a x o d i a c e a e ,  b o t h  endemfcs .  O t h e r  a c t i o n s  t o  r e d u c e  I t s  s p r e a d  a r e  s e a l r n g  t h e  
h f g h w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  and s p r a y t n g  w i t h  p h o s p h o r u s  as they  a r e  d o i n g  i n  WA. 

G e r r n l n a t f n g  N o t h o f a g u s  c u n n i n g h a m t i ,  p r e e h t l l  f o r  4 weeks o r  t r e a t  w i t h  G i b b e r i l l c  A c t d  4 / 7  1 SO ppm, sow 
a t  l o w  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s f t y ,  v e r y  susceptible t o  damp lng  o f f .  A t h e r o s p e r m a  moschs tum i s  e a s l e r ,  t r y  s l i g h t l y  
u n d e r r i  p e  seed .  

For t h o s e  w i t h  p l a n t s  b e i n g  damaged b y  t o w  t e m p e r a t u r e  w i t h  w i n d  c h i l l  why n o t  a  s h e l t e r b e l t  o r  use t h e  
t r a d l t l o n a T  gardening practice, c o n l c a l  s t r a w h e u s e s  o r  s u c h  f o r  c o l d  p r o t e c t i o n ,  

Yes Tasman ia  i s  building i t s  own Cape T r t b u l a t i o n  r o a d ,  t h i s  r e d n e c k  h i g h w a y  i s  a  payback  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  
$ n  t h e  p a s t  i n s t e a d  O F  s e e t n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .  To b r i n g  f t  up  t o  2 whee l  d r i v e  s t a n d a r d  a n o t h e r  
$40 m i l l f a n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  spent,  c l o s u r e  and restoration c o s t  unknown.  

The  " d r o u g h t b 1  h e r e  has m e a n t  a  wa rmer  wfnter  a s s l s t l n g  t h e  WTRF e n d  1 now h a v e  g e r m l n a t e d  3 C o r d y l l n e  
t e r m l n a l i s  v a r  p e t i o l a r l s .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  o f f e r  of  S y z y g l u m  o l e o s u m  a f r l e n d  gave  me one.  No s u c c e s s  w f t h  
Tasrnennfa s t l p j t a t a  f r o m  t h e  seed  bank  y e t .  Oh I a l s o  h a v e  a  Rubus h i l l l i  f r u i t i n g .  

I t h i n k  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  m o t t o  has b e e n  d a t e d  b y  e v e n t s .  1 s u g  e s t  we change  t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  w i t h  c u l t i v a t i o n ;  
r e a d  t h a t  as many ways as y o u  c a n .  P r e s e r v a t i o n  b y  c u l t f v a t f o n  r e p r e s e n t s  t o  me a s t c r l l e  m o d e l  w l t h  a 
s h r i n k i n g  g e n e t i c  base ,  a  r e a c t i v e  mode l  w h i c h  may l i m t t  the a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  a t t r a c t  new y o u n g  
members.  E .g .  W i t h o u t  c o n s e r v i n g  t h e  n o c t u r n a l  p o l l i n a t o r s ,  no  f o r e s t  ! ! I (F rom P h i l  Parsons.  D e l o r a l n e )  

THIS METHOD COULD BE THE ANSWER TO.GARDENER.5 BATTLING THE DROUGHT 

J u d i t h  B r a s s  passes  on t o  us a l l ,  a  me thod  t h a t  she d i s c o v e r e d  by  a c c i d e n t .  N e i g h b o u r s  d r a i n a g e  o f  s m e l l y  
s e p t i c  w a t e r  was a l l o w e d  t o  r u n  i n t o  h e r  y a r d  and she n o t i c e d  t h i s  b y  a n  o r a n g e  t r e e  d  i n g  o f  r o o t  r o t  - i n  
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  d r o u g h t  ! She du,g a  s h o r t  t r e n c h  above t h e  t r e e  t o  c a t c h  t h e  d r a i n a g e  g u t  t h e  d i r t  p i l e  
l o o k e d  so  h o r r i b l e  s o  some M e l a l e u c a s  and  C a l l i s t e m o n s  were p l a n t e d  t o  s c r e e n  i t .  They t h r i v e d  w h i l e  m o s t  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  p l a n t e d  a t  t h e  same d i e d .  She has s i n c e  u s e d  t h i s  i d e a  f o r  t h e  f r u i t  t r e e s  and  i n  p l a n t i n g  o u t  
a f ew  more  n a t i v e s .  RF s p e c i e s  seemed t o  h a v e  c o p e d  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  d r o u g h t ,  b u t  Eucs and  H e a t h  p l a n t s  d i d  
n o t .  The b l o c k  i s  1 / 3  o f  an  a c r e ,  s o  t h e  l a r g e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  y a r d  a l l o w s  some e x t e n s i v e  p l a n t i n g s .  J u d i t h  
i n c l u d e d  a  s k e t c h  o f  t h e  g a r d e n s  and  1 t  o b v l o u s l y  keeps  h e r  b u s y .  T h e r e  i s  a  s t r i p  o f  RF 10m w i d e  r u n n i n g  
f o r  t h e  40m l e n g t h  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  c o n t i n u i n g  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  b o u n d a r y  u n t i l  i t  g e t s  t o o  boggy  ( i n  n o r m a l  
v e a r s ) .  A n o t h e r  n a t c h  o f  RF i s  a t  t h e  w e s t .  o r o t e c t e d  b v  B a n k s l a s .  C a s u a r l n a s  e t c .  T h e r e  i s  a  E u c a l y p t  < - -  
f o r e s t ,  a n d  an a  ;a o f  u n d e r s t o r y  s p e c i e s  fr k EUC f o r e s i s  f r u i t  t r e e s  ve  i e s  and  4  p o n d s .  As I . s a j d  - a 
busy girl. ~ U d i t Z  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  C l a l r  !hacke l  o f f e r e d  h e r  some ~ r l s t o y o c h i a  p r a e v e n o s a  e a r l ~ e r  s o u g h t .  

Now t h e  m e t h o d .  D i g g i n g  h o l e s ,  o r  t r e n c h e s  a b o u t  1 m e t r e  w i d e  and  1 - 3m l o n g  and p l a n t i n  s h r u b s  on t h e  
mounds o f  s o ? ?  b e s i d e  them h e l p s  t hem s u r v i v e .  H o l e s  a r e  f i l l e d  w ( t h  w a t e r  u s u a l l y  e v e r y  3 o r  3  weeks, more 
f r e q u e n t l y  in .  h o t  w e a t h e r .  T h i s  g e t s  t h e  w a t e r  deep i n t o  t h e  s q l l  # h e r e  !t does n o t  e v a p o r a t e  so  q u i c k l y ;  
a l s o  e n c o u r a g e s  deep r o o t t n g .  The mounded s o i l  s t o p s  t h e  p l a n t s  waterlogging i n  w e t  w e a t h e r ,  
T h i s  I s  how i t  l o o k s  

t r e n c h /  
h o l e  

The s y s t e m  c a n  be made t o  l o o k  q u i t e  n a t u r a l  if t h e  h o l l o w s  a r e  I l n e d  w i t h  g r a v e l  and  r o c k s  t o  l o o k  l i k e  a  
d r y  c r e e e k  bed.  ( E d .  And no  d o u b t  sedges  and f e r n s  c o u l d  be p l a n t e d  b y  r o c k s  f o r  e x t r a  ~ h e l t e r ,  shade and 
dampness? And as h a b i t a t  f o r  f o r  t h e  s m a l l  a n i m a l s ,  b e e t l e s  and  o t h e r  f o r g o t t e n  c r e a t u r e s .  

OUR NEW MEMBERS FROM MARLEE (NEAR' WINGHAM NSW) REQUEST OUR ASSISTANCE I N  REGENERATION METHODS 

Sue W a l s t o n  and  B r i a n  c a l l e d  a t  "BooyongU t o  see wha t  m a t e r i a l  - p a p e r s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  c o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  u s e  as a  g u i d e  i n  g e t t i n g  some c o v e r  b a c k  o n t o  t h e t r  360 a c r e  e x - d a i r y  p r o p e r t y .  T h e y ' v e  
been t h e r e  j u s t  o v e r  3 y e a r s  a n d ' o f  c o u r s e  h a d  t h e  d r o u g h t  a l l  t h a t  t i m e ,  The p l a c e  had  o b v i o u s l y  been f l o g -  
ged  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  and t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  n a t u r a l  r e g r o w t h ,  e v e n  i n  a r e a s  where  s t o c k  h a v e  been k e p t  o u t .  
T h e r e  i s  some remnan t  RF a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  w h i l e  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  been  good s t u f f  e l s e w h e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  ( s e e i n g  
t h a t  one paddock  has b l g  C r a b a p p l e s  as shade t r e e s .  They h a v e  p u t  I t  a  l o t  o f  c o l o n i s i n g  and  2nd  s t a g e  
s p e c i e s ,  much o f  i t  t u b e  s t o c k  b u t  h e a v y  f r o s t s  and  t h e  d r y  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e i r  t o l l .  They h a v e  a  p a p e r  b y  
Kooyman a n d  I have  r e f e r r e d  them t o  F o r e s t r y  a n d  t o  t h e  N l c h o l s o n s '  b o o k l e t s .  Anyone e l s e  h a v e  any  i d e a s ,  
s u g g e s t i o n s  o r  m a t e r l a l  t h a t  c o u l d  be l o a n e d  t o  them, o r  c o p i e d  7 B r i a n  and  Sue a r e  v e r y  keen ,  and  b e i n g  
i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  once-RF c o u n t r y ,  i t s  an i d e a l  p l a c e  f o r  f a l r l y  n a t u r a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n .  once  t h e y  g e t  a  n u c l e u s  
p i o n e e r  a n d  c o v e r  p l a n t i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

ANOTHER OF THE MEMBERS HAS A  LARGE PROPERTY HIGH UP ON THE HASTINGS RIVER WITH SOME MAGNIFICENT FOREST 
B e r y l  and  ! were v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  i n  b e i n g  i n v i t e d ,  t o g e t h e r  w l t h  o t h e r  l o c a l  RFSGers t o  l o o k  a t  some o f  t h e  
l a n d  t h a t  M a r t i n  and Anske H a z e n v e l d  b o u g h t  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  ago.  T h e r e  i s  some r u g g e d  c o u n t r y  t h e r e ,  a l s o  
a  10 km f r o n t a g e  ( b o t h  s l d e s )  t o  t h e  H a s t i n g s  R l v e r  - t h e  r o c k y ,  f a s t  and c l e a r  f l o w i n g  e n d  - and  t h e  p i c t -  
u r e s q u e  v a l l e y  as w e l l  as Euc. and  R a i n f o r e s t .  N e i g h b o u r s  i n c l u d e  W e r r l k i m b l e  NP, S t a t e  F o r e s t s  a n d  M t .  Sea- 
v i e w  r e s o r t .  The days  h i g h l i g h t  was t h e  4wd c l e n c h e d  f i s t s  t r l  u p  a m o u n t a i n  !n  M a r t i n ' s  v e h i c l e  w i t h  Roy 
P u l l e n  t a k i n g  t h e  o v e r f l o w  crowd,  t o  a  s e e m i n g l y  p r i s t l n s  p a t c R  o f  RF w i t h  huge t r e e s ,  many s t r o n g l y  b u t t -  
r e s s e d .  The f e w  I was a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  I n c l u d e d  W h i t e  Booyong,  A r g y r o d e n d r o n  t r l f o l i a t u m ;  Y e l l o w  Carabeen ,  
S l o a n e a  w o o l l s i i ;  and  G i a n t  S t l n g e r ,  D e n d r o c n l d e  e x c e l s a .  On t h e  r e t u r n ,  f o l l o w i n g  a  r i d g e l i n e ,  we s t o p p e d  
a t  a  h i g h  p o i n t  o v e r l o o k i n g  much o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  whe re  h e a t h  was p r e d o m i n a n t ,  b u t  t h o u g h  t h e  r i d g e  m u s t  
h a v e  copped  e v e r y  w i l d f i r e  o v e r  t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  an  a n c l e n t  g n a r l e d  S y z l g l u m  sp  had  s u r v i v e d ,  as w e l l  as  a  
F i g  g r o w i n g  i n  t h e  r o c k s  - f rom memory F i c u s  r u b l g i n o s a .  

We s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t r a v e l l i n g  u p  t h e  v a l l e y  t o  l o o k  a t  some o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  and p l a n t  r e g r o w t h .  A h u t .  
t h o u g h  i t  was a b i t  more  s u b s t a n t i a l  t h a n  t h a t ,  a r o u n d  8 0  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  a  German i m m i g r a n t  
o f  Red Cedar  w e a t h e r b o a r d s  and  l i n i n g  w a s n ' t  I n  t o o  b a d  a condition, e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  owners  t o o k  
some o f  t h e  l i n i n g  b o a r d s  w i t h  them. The H a z e n v e l d s  a r e  o b v l o u s l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  a q u i s i t i o n .  and  I t b l n k  
t h a t  i t  i s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  see so  many e n v l r o n m e n t a l l y  aware  peo  l e  o w n i n g  a c r e a g e  a n d  p u t t i n g  i n t o  e f f e c t  
e f f o r t s  t o  remedy some o f  t h e  damage t h a t  has  b e e n  done o v e r  t R e  p a s t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  more  o r  l e s s .  

M a r t i n  and  Anske w o u l d  b e  happy  f o r  t h e  Group  t o  o r g a n l s e  a  weekend c a m p i n g  on t h e  p r o  e r t y  and h a v i n g  a  
l o o k  a r o u n d  if members a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  I f  any o f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  o f f e r .  y e t  me know and I 
w i l l  a r r a n g e  s o m e t h i n g  on  a  l o n g  weekend. I t  w o u l d  be a  5+/6  h r  d r i v e  f r o m  Sydney,  a b i t  more  f r o m  B r i s b a n e .  
An a l t e r n a t i v e  w o u l d  b e  t o  s t a y  a t  Booyong and  h a v e  a  l o n g ,  day t r i p  t o  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  ( ' W a t e r f a l l ' )  as i t  
i s . l e s s  t h a n  an h o u r  f r o m  h e r e .  Can 1 o o k . a t  Sea A c r e s ,  Boo rgana  and W e r r i k i m b t e  as w e l l  i f  y o u  h a v e  t i m e .  



- 5  - 
STUDY GROUP MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLIC L I A B I L I T Y  INSURANCE 
W i t h i n  SGAP r e c e n t l y ,  t h e r e  has been  a  l o t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  on p r o b l e m s  t h a t  may a r i s e  f r o m  c l a i m s  made on  t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n s u r e r s  i n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  ASGAP N/L i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g .  
" G r o u p s  have  been r e q u e s t e d  t o  send  me a  copy  o f  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  membersh ip .  T h i s  I s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  PUBLIC 
L I A B I L I T Y  IflSURANCE. I t  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  t o  Groups  who h a v e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s ,  f i e l d  t r i p s  o r  p u b l i c  
m e e t i n g s .  The ASGAP e x e c u t i v e  h a v e  c o n c e r n s  r f g a r d i ; g  non-SGAP members i n  S t u d y  Groups and where  l i a b i l i t y  
w o u l d  f a l l  s h o u l d  a n  a c c i d e n t  o r  i n j u r y  o c c u r  . . .  Many S t u d y  Groups h a v e  as members, s c i e n t i s t s  o r  p r o -  
f e s s l o n a l s  who have  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r t i s e  and  a r e  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w l t h  t h e  Group .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  may n o t  be 
members o f  SGAP, t h e y  a r e  n o  d o u b t  v i t a l  t o  t h e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  s t u d y  a c h i e v e d .  A f t e r  a l l .  t h a t ' s  wha t  
S t u d y  Groups a r e  a b o u t .  . I t  i s  n o t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  u  s e t  o r  s t i f l e  t h e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  made 
by  non-SGAP members wt t h  qua1 i f i r d  e x p e r t i s e .  SGAP "111 o f f e r  tRem H o n o r a r y  Membersh ip .  

S t u d y  Group l e a d e r s  w i l l  be  n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e i r  non-SGAP members.  They c a n  t h e n  be o f f e r e d  SGAP membersh ip .  
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me i f  y o u  w a n t  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n " .  

T h a t  i s  a l l  v e r y  s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d .  B u t  I a n t l c l p a t e  t h a t  t h e  R F S G  i s  g o i n g  t o  have a  few p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  
determination. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we h a v e  a t  l e a s t  as  h i g h  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  non-SGAP members as any  o t h e r  Group .  
1 a l s o  expec t  t h a t  I am g o i n g  t o  l o s e  any b a t t l e  o v e r  t h i s .  f o r  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  number o f  
p e o p l e  who a r e  a c t j v e  f n  o u r  s t u d y  and r e g u l a r l y  or o c c a s f ~ n a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e  N/L i t e m s  a n d / o r  comment on 
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t h e r e  arc nany who a r e  ' p a s s i v e  members . T h a t  d o e s n ' t  c o n c e r n  me t h o u g h ,  f o r  we a l l  
h a v e  t o  go through a l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  i n  our  e v e r y  I n v o l v e m e n t  I n  a n y  f i e l d ,  and  one o f  t h e s e  days some 
t e r r f b l y  j m p o r t a n t  o b s e v a t f o n  o r  e x p e r f e n c e  u l l l  be made b y  t h o s e  p e o p l e  and  c o m p l e t e l y  change  t h e i r  s t a t u s  
Hawever ,  I do o b j e c t  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  have t o  r e m i n d  n o n - c o n t r i b u t o r s  t h a t  t h e i r  subs .  a r e  o v e r d u e ,  and e v e n -  
t u a l l y  d e l e t e  t h e l r  membersh ip  when t h e y  do  n o t  h a v e  t h e  c o u r t e s y  t o  a d v i s e  i f  t h e y  w a n t  t o  r e t a i n  m ' s h i p  
o r  n o t .  Anyway - w a t c h  t h e s e  pages  f o r  f u r t h e r  announcemen ts .  

RAINFOREST PLANTS RECOMMENDED FOR FIRE PRONE AREAS 

From a  more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  g u i d e  p r e p a r e d  b y  NSW R e g i o n .  a n d  r e p r i n t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h e  Q l d  B u l l e t i n  and Can- 
b e r r a  J o u r n a l .  I n  t h a t  l i s t  t h e r e  a r e  15 t r e e s ,  a b o u t  30 s h r u b s  and  s m a l l  t r e e s  and  11 g r o u n d  c o v e r s .  
The 32 s p e c i f i c  RF t r e e s  and  s h r u b s  n o m i n a t e d  c o u l d  n o  d o u b t  b e  added  t o  b y  s p e c i e s  l o c a l  t o  y o u r  d i s t r i c t .  

A l e c t r y o n  s u b c i n e r e u s  
B r a c h y c h i  t o n  a c e r i f o l  i u s  
B u c k i n g h a m i a  c e l s i s s i m a  
C a l l i c o m a  s e r r a t i f o l i a  
C a n t h i u m  c o p r o s m o i d e s  
C a s s i n e  a u s t r a l i s  
C r o t o n  i n s u l a r i s  
C u p a n i o p s  i s  a n a c a r d i o i d e s  

C u t t s i a  v i b u r n e a  
Denhamia c e l a s t r o i d e s  
D i o s p y r o s  a u s t r a l i s  
E l  a e o c a r p u s  r e t i c u l a t u s  
E u p o m a t i a  l a u r i n a  
G l o c h i d i o n  f e r d i n a n d l  
G r e v i l l e a  r o b u s t a  
G u i o a  s e m t g l a u c a  

H o d g k l n s o n i a  o v a t i f l o r a  
Hymenosporum f l a v u m  
L o m a t i a  f r a s e r i  
M a l l o t u s  p h l l i  p e n s i s  
Me1 l a  azeda rac !  
P e t a l o s t i g m a  t r i  l o c u l a r e  
P o d o c a r p u s  e l a t u s  
Rapanea h o w i t t i a n a  

Rapanea v a r i a b l  i s  
Rhodosphaera  rhodan thema 
S a r c o p t e r i x  s t i p a t a  
S c o l o p e a  b r a u n l i  
S t e n o c a r p u s  s i n u a t u s  
S t r e b l  us b r u n o n i  anus 
Sympl ocos  s t a w e l l  i i 
S. t h w a i e s i i  

We o u g h t  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  l i s t  t o  pass  on  f o r  a  l a t e r  r e v i s i o n ,  t o  g i v e  g r o w e r s  i n  f i r e - p r o n e  
s i t u a t i o n s  a  g r e a t e r  c h o i c e  a n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  more w i d e s p r e a d  c u l t i v a t i o n  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  o u r  f a v o u r i t e  
p l a n t s .  Anyone p r e p a r e d  t o  k i c k  a l o n g  t h t s  s i m p l e  p r o j e c t  w l t h  n o m i n a t e d  s p e c i e s  ? 

ANOTHER REQUEST FROM OUR ORGANISATION I S  FROM NSW - -  ASSISTANCE WITH AUDIO - VISUAL PROGRAMMES 

T h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  was i n  t h e  Jan  N/L and  I h a v e n t  h a d  (made)  t i m e  t o  d i s c u s s  I t  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i s e r  
F r e d  J o h n s t o n  who w r o t e  " T h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  t o  h a v e  an o n g o i n g  o b j e c t i v e  t o  expand  o u r  l i b r a r y  o f  A - V  p r o g -  
rammes. Our  s m a l l  l i b r a r y  o f  9  t o p i c s  i s  n o t  m e e t i n g  t h e  demand o f  o u r  members, es e c i a l l y  c o u n t r y  members" 
I w i l l .  e v e n t u a l l y . t a l k  t o  F r e d  a b o u t  my i d e a  t o  s u p p l y  a  number  o f  s l i d e s  t h a t  I Rave i f  somebody w o u l d  
p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  a u d i o  b i t .  I d e a l l y  someone w i t h  a  mellifluous v o i c e ,  e v e n  n o t  as , f u l l  o f  urns and e r s  
l i k e  n i n e  w i l l  do .  ( E x p e c t  t h a t  r u l e s  o u t  my o l d  ma tes  B r i a n  Howe a n d  R a l p h  Y i l l i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

I w o u l d  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  a  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o p o s a l .  If a  c o u p l e  o f  p e o p l e  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  
do  t h i s ,  we c o u l d  no  d o u b t  o b t a i n  more s l i d e s ,  and  do 2 programmes e i t h e r  s e p a r a t e  o r  i n  2  p a r t s .  

SOME SAD TIDINGS - OLIVER CARTER'S TOOYOOMBA RETAIL AND RESEARCH NURSERY WAS VANDALISED RECENTLY 

A c t u a l l y  i t  was l a t e  l a s t  y e a r ,  B u t  O l i v e r  only t o l d  me a b o u t  i t  I n  A p r i l .  Those o f  y o u  who know O l i v e r  and 
s e t - u p  w i l l  be j u s t  as d i s t u r b e d  as us and i t  c e r t a i n l y  was a  b l o w  t o  O l i v e r  who i s  e v e n  now, s t i l l  u p s e t  
M o s t  o f  t h e  n u r s e r y  was s p r a y e d  ~ 4 t h  2-4-5T one n f g h t  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r .  More t h a n  1500 c u t t i n g s  we re  w i p e d  
o u t ,  many hundreds o f  s a l e a b l e  p l a n t s  k i l l e d  and a l o t  o f  s t o c k  p l a n t s  as w e l l .  E s t a b l i s h e d  p l a n t s  u s e d  f o r  
breedlng ( p a r t f c u l n r l y  S y z l g i u m s  f l o w e r i n g  and f r u i t i n g  i n  p o t s )  h a v e  been l o s t ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  s u c h  as Ipomea, 
H ib i scus  a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  k l l l e d  w l l l  t a k e  a  w h o l e  y e a r  t o  r e c o v e r .  As w e l l  as t h i s  a t t a c k ,  
t h e r e  i s  much e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p l a n t s  a n d  p o t t i n g  m i x  h a v e  been s p r a y e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f e n c e  a t  t i m e s  
o v e r  a p r f o r  2 year pe r i od .  I w o n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a l l s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  - one can  o n l y  hope t h a t  he 
w i  11 s u f f e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  

T h e r e  was a  w r i t e  u p  i n  a  Q l d .  p a p e r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  c r i m e ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  'Manna N u r s e r y '  
and  t h e  4  y e a r s  ( s o  f a r )  r e s e a r c h .  E x p e r i m e n t s  i n c l u d e  d o u b l i n g  chromosones I n  c e r t a i n  s p e c i e s  w h i c h  i n c r -  
e a s e s  t h e  p l a n t ' s  v i g o u r ,  p r o d u c e s  l a r g e r  f l o w e r s  and  f r u i t  b u t  c a n  a l s o  d e c r e a s e  s u b s e q u e n t  f e r t i l i t y .  A 
l o t  o f  r e s e a r c h  has gone i n t o  a  r a n g e  of' ge rm p l a s m  ( d i f f e r e n t  g e n e t i c  l lnes),  and  m e t i c u l o u s  work  w i t h  
i n t e r - s p e c i e s  h y b r i d i s i n g .  O l i v e r  i s  c a r r y i n g  on w i t h  h t s  w o r k  w h i c h  has been s e t  back  a  l o t ,  and s t i l l  
has  a  r e a s o n a b l e  s t o c k  f o r  s a l e .  

He has s e n t  us t h e  c u r r e n t  s t o c k  l i s t  - t h o s e  o f  y o u  who may b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r a r e  and  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s  
& bush t u c k e r  p l a n t s  t h a t  he s p e c i a l i s e s  i n  can  w r i t e  t o  8  V a n i t y  S t  Toowoomba 4350 o r  phone h i m  076 353712 
b u t  o n l y  be tween  6  - 8am OR 6 - 9pm E.S.T. 

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL HERBARIUM HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED I N  CANBERRA 

T h i s  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  h e l d  s e p a r a t e l y  by  CSIRO and  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o t a n i c  Gardens,  
and  c o m p r i s e s  b o t h  l i v i n g  and p r e s e r v e d  spec imens .  One f f  t h e  m a j o r  e lms  o f  t h e  H e r b a r i u m  i s  t h e  c o n s e r -  
v a t i o n  o f  f l o r a  and f a u n a  o v e r  w h a t  t h e y  d e s c r i b e  as a  m e g a - d i v e r s e  r a n g e  o f  more t h a n  500,000 s p e c i e s .  
one  o f  t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  b i o t a s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  The c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  h a b i t a t  c l e a r a n c e  and f i r e s  i n  i n a p p -  
r o p r i a t e  a r e a s  a r e  c a u s t n g  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  s o  many s p e c l e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  e v e n  d i s c o v e r e d ,  o r  p e r h a p s  
d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  d l s c o v e r y  and  d e s c r l p t i o n  and f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h .  A l r e a d y  many i m p o r t a n t  h a b i t a t s  have  
been  d e c i m a t e d ,  one o f  t h o s e  e f f e c t s  b e i n g  t h a t  n e a r l y  a  q u a r t e r  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  v a s c u l a r  p l a n t s  a r e  now r a r e  
o r  t h r e a t e n e d .  ( T h i s  i s  a  summary o f  an  I n t e r v i e w  on  r a d t o  b y  D r ,  J u d y  West w h t l e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  
o r g a n i s a t i o n .  She a l s o  added t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  I s  t h e  m o s t  extensive h e l d / g r o w l n g  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

On a  p e r s o n a l  n o t e ,  o u r  o l d e r  d a u g h t e r  was f o r t u n a t e  t o  g e t  a  j o b  a t  t h e  H e r b a r i u m  a n d  w i l l  be  w o r k i n g  on  
O r c h i d s .  L o o k i n g  f o r  someone t o  p u l l  r a n k  and  g e t  h e r  i n t o  a  RF s e c t i o n  s o  t h a t  we can  g e t  some good drum 
f o r  o u r  N /L .  



FOR SALE OR WANTED 

D a v i d  N o e l ,  PO Box 27 S u b i a c o  WA 6008  a s k s  - "Can 'any o f  t h e  r e a d e r s  h e l p ?  Have been t r y i n g  f o r  y e a r s  t o  g e t  
some s m a l l  p l a n t s  o f  A t h e r t o n i a  d i v e r s i f o l  f a . "  
O l i v e r  C a r t e r  a d v i s e s  t h a t  he r e g u l a r l y  sends p l a n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o s t .  t o  p e o p l e  as f a r  away as P e r t h .  He 
can  s u p p l y  m o s t  ( a l l ? )  o f  h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  t h a t  manner ,  c o s t s  b e i n g  t h e  same as p o t  p r i c e  p l u s  p o s t  bag  and  
p o s t a g e .  Payment  i s  e x p e c t e d  COD p r o m p t l y .  P l a n t s  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  a l l  n a t i v e ,  and  some e x o t i c  
S y z i g l u m  s p p . e x c e p t  S. amplum as w e l l  as many o t h e r  p l a n t s ,  m a i n l y  f ood  p l a n t s .  
O l i v e r  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  c o n s i g n m e n t  me thod  I n  a  p r a c t i c a l  way as  f o l l o w s  - - -  
A P R O V E N  METHOD OF SENDING PLANTS AND CUTTIHG MATERIAL THROUGH THE P O S T  

"As i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n  how t o  pack  p l a n t s  o f  v a r l o u s  s i z e s .  1 am s e n d i n n  yoir a n a r s r l  sn that. you 
c a n  d e s c r j b e  i t " .  Thank You, O l i v e r  ! (Hope I can  do  i t  J u s t i c e ]  
C a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  p a c k i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d 1  t h e  r o o t s  o f  p l a n t s  m u s t  r e m a i n  m o t s t ,  f i r m  a n d  s e c u r e  i n  an 
a d e q u a t e  q u a n t i t y  o f  dampened p e a t .  P l a n t s  a r e  removed f rom t h e i r  c o n t a i n e r  a n d  p o t t i n g  m i x  i s  shaken  o f f  
f i r s t  and t h e  r o o t s  a r e  washed o f f  p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  S m a l l  p l a s t i c  bags a r e  used  f o r  r i m a r y  p a c k i n g  o f  l a r g e r  
p l a n t s ,  w rapped  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o t  ' b a l l 1  and  f a s t e n e d  w i t h  s t i c k y  t a p e  - s t e m  and  f o y i a g e  b h r c ,  w i t h  p e r h a p s  
some l e a v e s  t r i m m e d  if n e c e s s a r y .  O l i v e r  s e n t  me a  S y z l g i u m  e u c a l y p t o i d e s  s s p  e u c a l y p t o l d e s  t h a t  was 32 
f r o m  t i p  t o  t i p  ( t h e  s tem 26'' above t h e  o r i g i n a l  s o i l  l e v e l )  and  b e n t  a r o u n d  t o  f i t  i n  t h e  s m a l l  c a r t o n .  
P o t t e d  i t  on  s t r a i g h t  away o f  c o u r s e ,  and a f t e r  3 weeks I t  l o o k s  as good ac  g o l d .  
A b a t c h  o f  s e e d l i n g s  - Rublls m u e l l e r i -  o f  1 t o 4  cm s t e m  l e n g t h  w e r e  s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d ;  r o o t s  f i r m l y  c o n t a i n -  
ed i n  some m i x  and l e a v e s  l d f t  exposed .  S m a l l  p l a n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r o o t e d  c u t t i n g s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n ,  s a y ,  2 "  
t u b 6 s  a r e  l e f t  ' a s  i s '  w i t h  a  bag  t i g h t l y  s e a l e d  a r o u n d  t h e  t u b e .  f o l i a g e  p o k i n g  o u t .  C u t t i n g s  we re  wrapped 
i n  damp newspaper  w h i c h  was t h e n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a  f i r m l y  r o l l e d ,  and s e a l e d  p l a s t i c  bag .  When O l i v e r  r e c e i v e s  
c u t t i n g s  i n  t h e  p o s t ,  he  e x p e c t s  t o  make a  new b a s a l  c u t  and t r i m  t h e  f o l i a g e ,  a p p l y  a  r o o t i n g  hormone & 
p o s s i b l y  use  a  f u n g i c i d e .  O l i v e r  added  a  comment t h a t  may a s s i s t  t h o s e  who t a k e  c u t t i n g s  - - -  
" I  l i k e  t o  l e a v e  a  l o t  o f  f o l i a g e  and  u s u a l l y  e n t i r e  l e a v e s ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  l a r g e  o r  v e r y  t e n d e r  I do 
t r i m  them. I f i n d  t h a t  u n d e r  a u t o m a t i c  m i s t i n g ,  a  l o t  o f  m a t u r e  l e a f  a r e a  does a i d  i n  r o o t i n g .  T h i s  c o u l d  
be v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  a  somewhat d r y e r  a t m o s p h e r e  t h o u g h . "  

MORE ON THAT PISONIA GRANDIS FEATURED I N  OUR LAST NEWSLETTER 

L e a d e r  o f  t h e  A u s t  Food P l a n t s  S t u d y  Group,  L e n o r e  L i n d s a y  has s e n t  some a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  may 
a s s i s t ,  o r  e v e n  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  g r o r r i t .  From L e n o r e  "I d o n ' t  know o f  anyone who has g rown  i t  i n  an 
open  g a r d e n  s i t u a t i o n  b u t  I know a  number  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  g rown  i t  i n  a  c o n t a i n e r .  A  s m a l l  t r e e  g rew  f o r  
7 y e a r s  i n  a  c o n t a i n e r  o f  c o r a l l i n e  s a n d  a t  a  l o c a l  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  b u t  d i e d  one C h r i s t m a s  when t h e  l a b ,  a t t -  
e n d a n t  was r e - d e p l o y e d  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  weeks. R e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  c a l c i u m  r i c h  s o i l ,  w i t h  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l  
a n d  enormous amounts  o f  w a t e r .  The t r a n s p i r a t i o n  r a t e  i s  t r emendous  - a  p l a s t i c  bag  t i e d  o v e r  a  l e a f y  t w i g  
w i l l g a t h e r u p  a  cup  o f  f r e s h  w a t e r  o v e r  a  24 h o u r  p e r i o d .  A v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  s u r v i v a l  t r i c k  s h o u l d  y o u  happ -  
e n  t o  be w r e c k e d  on a  c o r a l  i s l a n d !  Leaves  a r e  s o f t ,  g r e e n  and  t e n d e r  ( n o t  waxy as y o u  r e p o r t e d ) .  P a l a t a b l e  
raw ,  i n  a  s a n d w i c h ,  s a l a d  o r  s a v o u r y  snack ,  ( t h e  saa!! f r y  used  t a  s p r e a d  washed l e a v e s  w i t h  m a y o n n a i s e  o r  
c h u t n e y ,  r o l l  up ,  and e a t ) ,  o r  c o o k e d  i n  a n y  way y o u ' d  use  s p i n a c h .  E a s i l y  p r o p a g a t e d  f r o m  c u t t i n g s ,  
and  I w o u l d  t h i n k  y o u r  b e s t  b e t  f o r  g r o w i n g  a  t r e e  w o u l d  f o r  i t  t o  b e  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a l r e a d y  e s t -  
a b l i s h e d  s h e l t e r i n g  t r e e s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  c o n j e c t u r e .  you  w o u l d  need  p l e n t y  o f  space  e v e n t u a l l y ,  and  
u n l i m i t e d  w a t e r " .  

Thank y o u  f o r  t h a t  L e n o r e .  Looks  l i k e  i t  s h o u l d  be t r i e d ,  c e r t a i n l y  u n u s u a l  and o b v i o u s l y  u s e f u l  

WANATCA'S " QUANDONG " REPORTS ON FERTILIZER REQUIREMENTS OF MAJOR R  F  FAMILIES 

T h i s  N/L ( V o l  2 1  No 2 )  has r e p r i n t e d  an i t e m  f r o m  R a i n f o r e s t  Seed C o l l e c t i v e  N/L V o l  6 as a n  e x t r a c t  f r o m  a  
l o n g e r  a r t i c l e .  And I am g o i n g  t o  f u r t h e r  condense  t h i s .  P l a n t s  o f  t h e  SAPINDACEAE have  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  be 
l o n g  and l a n k y  when young ,  and  w i l l  r e s p o n d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  t o  a p p l i c a t i o n s ' o f  f e r t i l i s e r .  F e r t i l i s e r s  and 
m u l c h e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  ELACBCARPACCAC. The v a r i o u s  LEGUMES a r e  g e n e r a l l y  e a s y  t o  grow 
because  o f  t h e i r  own a b i l i t y  t o  f i x  n i t r o g e n .  M u l c h i n a  and  l i g h t  f e r t i l i s e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  b e n e f i c i a l .  
LAURACEAE show a  need f o r  w e l l - d r a i n e d  s o i l s  and  grow q u i t e - w e l l  on  i n f e r t i l e  s o i l s  i n c l u d i n g  s h a l l o w  c l a y  
l oams .  Members o f  t h e  M E L I A C E A E 1 r e q u i r e  un impeded  d r a i n a g e  and  r e s p o n d  t o  l i g h t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  f e r t i l i s e r  

EUPHORBIfiCEAE- a r e  e a s y  t o  g row  and a r e  q u i t e  happy i n  f a i r l y  a d v e r s e  s i t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  g i v e n  f e r t l l -  
i s e r .  M o s t  members o f  t h e  PRDTEACEAE a r e  e a s i l y  grown,  e x c e p t  f o r  O r e o c a l l i s  p i n n a t a  and  H l c k s b e a c h i a  p i n -  
n a t i f o l i a .  Phospho rous  t o x i c ~ t y  i s  n o t  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h i d  g r o u p  o f  p l a n t s  as I t  i s  i n  PROTEACEAE f rom 
i n f e r t l e  s o i l s  i n  open p o s i t i o n s ,  and  t h e y  can  be s a f e l y  f e d  o r g a n i c  o r  I n o r g a n i c  f e r t i l i s e r s .  S e v e r a l  
l i g h t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  e n s u r e  s t e a d y ,  s t r o n g  g r o w t h .  A t e n d e n c y  when y o u n g  t o w a r d s  c h l o r o s i s ,  
o r  y e l l o w i n g  o f  t h e  l e a v e s ,  can  be ove rcome w i t h  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  I r o n  c h e l a t e s  t o  t h e  s o i l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
a d d e d n i t r o g e n .  I r o n c h e l a t e s a r e b e n e f i c i a l  w h e n t r y i n g t o e s t a b l i s h R e d B o p p l e N u t  ( H l c k s b e a c h i a ) .  
I t  has been f o u n d  t h a t  some p l ' a n t s  f r om M y ~ f ~ c ~ ~ p , ( e g  S y z i g l u m  w i l s o n i i )  r e q u i r e  a  s u p p l e m e n t  o f  d o l o m i t e .  
F e r t i l i s e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and  m u l c h i n g  a r e  s u i t a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p .  

PERHAPS RAINFOREST PLANTS NEED MORE PHOSPHOROUS THAN I S  GENERALLY AVAILABLE TO THEM I N  OUR GARDENS 

Many o f  us  have  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  g r o w t h  r a t e s  o f  some s p e c i e s ,  and  I ' v e  o n l y  j u s t  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  l a c k  o f  t h i s  
e l e m e n t  c o u l d  be a  m a j o r  f a c t o r .  A l e x  F l o y d  w r o t e  t h a t  v o l c a n i c  d e r i v e d  s o i l s  a r e  h i g h  i n  p h o s p h o r o u s ,  w i t h  
l e v e l s  o f  1000 ppm f a v o u r i n g  S u b t r o p i c  RF, w h i l e  Warm t e m p e r a t e  RF p r e f e r s  200 - 400 ppm and  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  w e t  s c l e r o p h y l l  f o r e s t .  Even t h o u g h  s o i l s  may c o n t a i n  s u f f i c i e n t  p h o s p h o r o u s , h i g h  a l u m -  
i u m  c o n t e n t  p r e v e n t s  i t  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p l a n t s  u n l e s s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h i g h  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c a l c i u m  a r e  added 

Phospho rous  p r o m o t e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s e e d l i n g s ,  r o o t  g r o w t h  and  f l o w e r i n g ,  as w e l l  as f o r m a t i o n  o f  
f r u i t s  and s e e d s .  P r o d u c t s  c o n t a i n i n g  p h o s p h o r o u s  i n c l u d e  Mono-ammonium p h o s p h a t e  ( 2 2 %  P)  p l u s  n i t r o g e n  
( 1 2 % ) .  Bone d u s t  and B l o o d  &bone  c o n t a i n  p h o s p h o r i c  a c i d  - 22% and  15% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  S u p e r p h o s p h a t e  i s  t h e  
m o s t  common phospho rous  f e r t i l i s e r  w i t h  8 .8% P  as w e l l  as 22% c a l c i u m  and 11% s u l p h u r .  Those p r e f e r r i n g  
o r g a n i c  me thods  w o u l d  choose  s o m e t h i n g  1  i k e  r e - a c t i v a t e d  Rock ~ h 4 ~ h a t e  ( 1 3 . 3 %  P)  t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  s l o w e r  
a c t i n g  t h a n  a r t i f i c i a l  c h e m i c a l  p r o d u c t s  as w e l l  as b e i n g  more  c o s t l y .  

H i g h  a l u m i n i u m  c o n t e n t  and  l o w  P  H  go hand i n  hand,  and  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  added  f e r t i l i s e r  and any 
t r a c e  e l e m e n t s  a p p l i e d ,  c a l c i u m  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  change t h e  P H. L ime i s  h i g h  i n  c a l c i u m ,  as i s  D o l o m i t e  
w h i c h  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  Magnes ium 

Remember t h o u g h  - - -  M o s t  n a t i v e s  a r e  i n t o l e r a n t  o f  p h o s p h o r o u s ,  f o r  much o f  o u r  c o n t i n e n t ' s  s o i l  i s  d e f -  
i c i e n t  i n  t h i s  e l e m e n t  and  t h e y  e v o l v e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  

CUT OUT AND GET OUT : THE FATE OF THE OLD GROWTH FORESTS 

D a v i d  Lang o f  F r e n c h ' s  F o r e s t  has s e n t  us  an i t e m  i n  t h e  "SMH 3 1 / 3 / 9 5 "  o f  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  RFSG w i t h  a  c l e a r  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  f o r e s t s  b y  a  b l o k e  c a l l e d  K e v i n  Shanahann an e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s c i e n t i s t ,  
f o r m e r l y  a  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  N a t i o h a l  P a r k s  and b e f o r e  t h a t  a  NSW f o r e s t e r .  He m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  i n  1974 
t h e  more a c c e s s i b l e  c o a s t a l  f o r e s t s  had  n e a r 1  a l l  been l o g g e d  and  i t  w o u l d  be decades  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  
a g a i n  s u p p l y  t h e  vo lume o f  s a w l o g s  s o u g h t  b y  {he m i l l s .  Y e t  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  l o g g e d .  



ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE FORESTS H A V E  SURVIVED OUR 200 Y E A R  ONSLAUGHT 
W . O .  F r a n c i s  i n  h l s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  " A u s t r a l i a n  R a i n f o r e s t  T rees"  2nd e d i t i o n '  ( 1 9 5 1 )  i n c l u d e s  a  s ta tement  
" . . . t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  RF a r e ,  o r  were found  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t s  . . . .  70 m i l e s  
n o r t h  o f  C a i r n s  and e x t e n d i n g  sou thwards  p a s t  t h e  T u l l y  R i v e r  . . .  A t h e r t o n  T a b l e l a n d  . . .  H e r b e r t  R i v e r  area 
near  Ingham . . .  s u r r o u n d i n g  Mackay . . .  Maryborough t o  Landsborough i n c l u d i n g  Gympie and B l a c k a l l  Range 
Macpherson Range t o  t h e  Rlchmond R i v e r  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B i g  Scrub)  . . .  D o r r l g o  P l a t e a u " .  I n , a l l  o f  these  
a reas  c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  have reduced  o r  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  RF. The ' B i g  Scrub o f  t h e  R l c h -  
mond and Tweed R i v e r s  i s  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  a n n i h i l a t e d .  Very e x t e n s i v e  c l e a r i n g  has a l s o  t a k e n  p l a c e  on t h e  
A t h e r t o n  T a b l e l a n d  and i n  t h e  c ~ a s t a l  a r e a  s!uth o f  C a i r n s .  The RF s o u t h  and n o r t h  o f  Gymple has d w i n d l e d  t o  
remnants t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  "TO t h e  s o u t h  o f  Sydney, t h e  m o i s t  gorges o r  t h e  I l l a w a r r a  
Range, and t h e  ranges wes t  o f  T i l b a  T i l b a  and t h e  h i g h l a n d s  n e a r  Bra idwood a l s o  c a r r i e d  RF. 
(Ed. W D  F r a n c i s  was O ld .  Government B o t a n i s t ,  1950 - 4 . )  

Ano ther  n o t e d  RF b o t a n l s t ,  A l e x  F l o y d .  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  " R a i n f o r e s t  Trees o f  M a i n l a n d  S . E . A u s t r a l l a '  
(1989)  comments " I n  t h e  p a s t  200 y e a r s  t h e r e  has been an a c c e l e r a t i n g  r e d u c t i o n  I n  t h e  RF a rea ;  f n  NSW I t  
has been e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  20% now remains w l t h  I t s  s t r u c t u r e  I n t a c t .  Much o f  t h i s  r e d u c t i o n  has been due t o  
l a n d  c l e a r a n c e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  heavy l o g g i n g  and f l r e s  have a l s o  c o n t r r b u t e d . "  

' R a i n f o r e s t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a '  (1985)  quo tes  Keto,  S c o t t  and Webb - 'The s t a r k  s t a i s t l c s  a r e  t h a t  I n  t h e  s h o r t  
200 y e a r s  o f  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  an e s t i m a t e d  3 /4  o f  A u s t r a l t a ' s  R/F 's  have been d e s t r o y e d .  The r e m a i n i n g  
22,500 sq .  km. a r e  s c a t t e r e d  and v u l n e r a b l e . "  . . . "So t h e  l o w l a n d  and p l a t e a u  RF d i s a p p e a r e d  o r  were s e r -  
l o u s l y  m o d i f i e d ;  l o w l a n d s  f i r s t ,  p l a t e a u x  l a t e r  - I l l a ~ a r r a , ~ # u n t e r ,  H a s t i n g s ,  Macleay,  C l a r e n c e ,  t h e  B i g  
Scrub o f  t h e  Rlchmond, B u r n e t t ,  H e r b e r t ,  T u l l y ,  Mu lg rave ,  B a r r o n  and D a l n t r e e  l o w l a n d s .  Rober tson ,  C o r i c -  
udgy', Maleny,  Comboyne, D o r r l g o ,  S r i n g b r o o k ,  Beechmont and on up t o  t h e  A t h e r t o n  P l a t e a u .  On t h e  A t h e r t o n  
t a b l e l a n d  ( N t h . q . ) ,  76,100 ha o f  t i e  t o t a l  o f  19,000 ha were c l e a r e d  w t t h l n  a  few y e a r s .  As r e c e n t l y  as 
1964, 16,480 ha o f  l o w l a n d  t r o p i c a l  RF were c l e a r e d  by  Amer ican p a s t o r a l l s t s  f o r  t h e  K l n g  Ranch v e n t u r e  
w h i c h  was e c o n o m i c a l l y  u n v i a b l e . "  ( T h l s  I s  n e a r  T u l l y ,  now a l m o s t  a  w o r t h l e s s ,  degraded and d e p r e s s i n g  
s l t e  i n  o u r  v iew.  compared t o  s u r v i v i n g  RF i n  t h e  r e g i o n . )  

"The r a i n f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  B o r d e r  Ranges (Tweed, Richmond, McPherson) fo rm p a r t  o f  what  was once t h e  most e x t -  
e n s i v e  RF t r a c t  i n  NSW. C l e a r i n g  has r e s u l t e d  i n  RF now b e i n g  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  s t e e p  and b roken  t e r r a i n  o f  
t h e  B o r d e r  Ranges. t h e  b u l k  o f  i t  l o c a t e d  w i t h l n  S t a t e  F o r e s t s  such as W i a n g a r l e  and Roseberryn(now t h e  
B o r d e r  Ranges N.P.) " O f  t h e  original e s t i m a t e d  m i l l i o n  ha o f  RF i n  NSW, a t  l e a s t  700,000 have a l r e a d y  been 
d e s t r o y e d " .  ( P a r k s  & W i l d l i f e  News, 1983) .  These 2 e x t r a c t s  were i n c l u d e d  i n  an e x t e n s l v e  des- 
c r i p t i o n  o f  a round  90,000 ha o f  RF on p u b l l c  l a n d  i n  6 d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  had j u s t  been t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  N a t i o n a l  Parks  i n  NSW. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  d e c l s l o n  was somewhat c o n t e n t i o u s ,  and c e r t a l n l y  courageous b u t  i s  
now r e c o g n i s e d  as b o t h  f a r - s i g h t e d  and r e s p o n s i b l e .  Th?s was a l m o s t  12  y e a r s  ago. and we can o n l y  
wonder what we have l o s t  s i n c e  t h e n  as t h e  a r t i c l e  a l r o  s o l d  The A u s t r a l i a n  RF has a l r e a d y  been reduced t o  
a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  e x t e n t  (Webb 1977)  and much o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f o r e s t s  i s  b e i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
mined f o r  t i m b e r .  C l e a r i n g  and o t h e r  more s u b t l e  means o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e ,  o f t e n  i n s i d i o u s l y ,  t o  
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  reduce  t h e  RF r e s o u r c e . "  

Ed. 1  went t o  a  l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  t o  r e s e a r c h  t h l s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and I t r u s t  t h a t  Group members w i l l  keep a l l  o f  
t h e s e  f a c t s  I n  mind t o  answer t h o s e  w l t h  b i a s e d . i n t e r e s t s  . -  m i l l  6wnel;s - w h o  a t t a c k  one o f  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t -  
a l l y  concerned members and making such b l a n d  and f a t u o u s  comments as t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  60% o f  o u r  R f  l e f t " .  
We c e r t a i n 1  l i v e  i n  a  democracy, and everyone  has t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o l c e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  (and p r o b a b l y  few do so 
more t h a n  17 - b u t  p l e a s e  l e t  them g e t  t h e l r  f a c t s  r f g h t ,  and p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t  p r o o f  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e l r  s t a n d .  
Such peop le  may w e l l  have r e f e r e n c e s  t o  back up t h e t r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  b u t  I wonder whe ther  t h e y  wou ld  be f r o m  
knewledpab le  and p resumab ly  u n p r e j u d i c e d  sources  as Government, F o r e s t r y  b o t a n i s t s  and C S I R O  s c i e n t i s t s  ? 

TALKING OF THE CONTINUOUS LOSS OF THE FOREST -- ARE WE ABOUT TO LOSE A  B I T  MORE OF THE ATHERTON ? 

There was a  n i c e ,  g l o s s y  b r o c h u r e  i n  a  r e c e n t  " A u s t .  F i n a n c i a l  Revlew" u r g i n g  l n v e s t m e n t  i n  a  t a x  ' l u r k '  - 
t e a  t r e e  o i l  p l a n t a t i o n .  The s p i e l  I n c l u d e d  " A  c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  s l t e  - abou t  15 m inu tes  f r o m  t h e  town o f  
A t h e r t o n .  I t  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  by mounta ins  and e x p e r l e n c e s  t r o p i c a l  r a i n f a l l  and warm humid weather  wh lch  I s  
c o n d u c t l v e  t o  p l a n t  g rowth ,  t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s i n g  y i e l d s " .  " F i r s t  access t o  h i g h  y i e l d i n g  c l o n e s " .  "Borrow 
t h e  money t o  j n v e s t  " ( I )  "98% ta8x deductibility ... e t c . "  They p r o b a b l y  s u p p l y  a l l - d a y - s u c k e r s  t o  a l l  comers 
as w e l l .  B u t  s e r i o u s l y  I t  I s  o b v l o u s  t h a t  t h e  l a t e s t  I n v e s t m e n t  f a d  - t h e  Me la leuca  e x p l o i t a t i o n  
i n d u s t r y  - i s  y e t  a n o t h e r  e n v i r o d m e n t a l  h a z a r d  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  r ~ m a i n i n g  w e t l a n d / l o w l a n d  RF t h a t  has so f a r  
managedl,to s u r v i v e  c l e a r i n g ,  d r a i n i n g  and g e n e r a l  improvement  . The unanswered q u e s t l o n  I s  - a r e  t h e  

c l o n e s  a  p l a n t  s p e c i e s ,  o r  mer 'e ly  t h e  p r o m o t e r s  ? Dare I say i t ,  even t h e  i n v e s t o r s  ? 

SOME PEOPLE S A Y  POPULATION PRESSURE I S  THE CAUSE OF VIRTUALLY ALL ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND SPECIES 
EXTINCTIONS 

O t h e r s  who deny t h i s  argument  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be l e d  by o r g a n l s e d  r e l i g l o n s  and o t h e r  e lements o f  b i g  b u s i n e s s ,  
a l l  j u s t  w a n t l n g  t h a t  l i t t l e  mbre m a r k e t  s h a r e  and c o n t i n u a l  g rowth .  The r e c e n t  s t a t e m e n t  by t h e  NSW 
P r e m i e r ,  Bob C a r r  w a r n i n g  t h a t  Sydney 's  r a t e  o f  g r o w t h  i s  n o t  s u s t a i n a b l e  and t h a t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and f l n a n -  
c i a 1  c o s t s  t o  t h e  community w i l l  be mass lve  and perhaps  u n a f f o r d a b l e ,  s h o u l d  h o p e f u l l y  g e t  a  reasoned d i s -  
c u s s i o n  underway. 

I t  t o o k  tens  o f  thousands o f  y e a r s ,  f r o m  t h e  dawn o f  human h i s t o r y  u n t l l  1830 f o r  o u r  numbers t o  reach one 
b i l l i o n ,  and j u s t  100 y e a r s  t o  add a n o t h e r  b i l l f o n .  Each a d d i t i o n a l  b i l l i o n  t o o k  p r o g r e s s i v e l y ,  l e s s  t i m e .  
The l a s t  I n  j u s t  1 2  y e a r s  as i t  h i t  5  b l l l i o n .  E x p e r t s '  t e l l  us t h a t  w o r l d  popn. w i l l  s t a b i l i s e  a t  abou t  
10% b i l l i o n  some t i m e  i n  t h e  e a r l y i s h  n e x t  c e n t u r y .  Why t h a t  number and why a t  t h a t  t f m e ?  They d o n ' t  say .  
W i l l  e v e r y  government ban p r o p h g a t i o n  7 Pope change h i s  a t t i t u d e ?  We need t o  know. 

I n  t h e  meantime t h e  f e d e r a l  government  has l i f t e d  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  t a r  e t  by 10,000 f o r  n e x t  y e a r  and expec ts  
96.000 new a r r l v a l s  t o  f u r t h e r  s w e l l  o u r  c i t l e s  and d l m i n l s h  t h e  quel ! ty  o f  l l f e .  The o v e r f l o w  w i l l  o f  
c o u r s e  j o l n  t h e  d i s e n c h a n t e d  i n  mov ing  t o  r e g i o n a l  a r e a s  t o  s e t t l e .  I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e ,  and w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  
be t o  o u r  g r e a t  c o s t ,  t h a t  t h l s  d i s p e r s a l  tends  t o  be d l r e c t e d  t o  o u r  most  f e r t i l e  p r o d u c t l v e  a  r l c u l t u r a l  
l a n d  i n  t h e  most r e l i a b l e  r a l n f a l l  r e  And who w o u l d  r a n t  t o  l i v e  anywhere b u t  i n  t h e s e  par t ! cu la r  l o c -  
a t l o n s  anyway. They have a  g r e a t  c l i m a t e ,  l a i d  back lifestyle - o n l y  one b i g  drawback, n o t  enough amenities 
o r  f a c i l i t i e s .  N a t u r a l l y  community p r e s s u r e  and b i g  development  p r o f l t s  ensure  t h a t  a  p a t c h  o f  RF g e t s  
c l e a r e d  f o r  a  s p o r t s  f i e l d  and c a r  p a r k ,  g o l f c o u r s e  expanded I n t o  a d j a c e n t  1  i t t o r a l  RF,a h i 1  l s l d e  . c l e a r e d  
f o r  a  shopp ing  m a l l ,  w h i l e  e s t a b l i s h e d  marke t  gardens and f a r m l a n d  I s  s u b d i v i d e d  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  expans ion .  
T h i s  I s  e x a c t l y  what I s  happening i n  f a r  t o o  many a reas  - i n  NSW examples can be seen i n  P o r t  Macquar ie ,  
C o f f s  Harbour  and L ismore  way;.qld. has t h e  C a i r n s  a r e a ,  Mackay, Nawbour and t h e  s o u t h  e a s t ;  o t h e r  S t a t e s  
have s l m l l a r  g r o w t h  a r e a s .  

So i t  I s  n o t  o n l y  Sydney's p r o b l e m  n o r  t h e  o t h e r  c a p l t a l s  and m a j o r  c i t l e s ,  b u t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  human numb- 
e r s  i s  h a v i n g  an e f f e c t  on e v e r y  S t a t e ,  so I t  s h o u l d  be o f  n s t l o n a l  concern .  And o f  c o u r s e  we a r e  n o t  I n s u l -  
a t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  - everywhere  y o u  l o o k  a r e  p e o p l e  I n  c l t l e s ,  v i l l a g e s  and r u r a l  a reas .  When 
you g e t  away t o  q u i e t  o r  u n l n h a b i t a t e d  p l a c e s ,  what do y o u  see?  N a t u r e  I n  a l l  i t s  g l o r y ,  a l s o  o t h e r  t o u r i s t s  
l i k e  o u r s e l v e s .  G e t t i n g  away f r o m  i t  a l l ,  b u t  r a r e l y  on y o u r  own. 



'BRIEFS FROM THE NEWSLETTERS OF THE BIG SCRUB ENVIRONMENT CENTRE BASED AT LISMORE N  S W 

F o r  y e a r s  we have  been e x c h a n g i n g  N I L ' S  and I o f t e n  q u o t e  i t e m s  o f  i n t e r e s t  f r o m  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  ~ a c k  o f  
space has o f t e n  p r e v e n t e d  me f rom i n c l u d i n g  r e l e v a n t  i t e m s ,  b u t  I h a v e  gone t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s t  4 i s s u e s  and 
f e e l  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s h o u l d  be r e t o l d .  
LISMORE RF BOTANIC GARDENS A  c o m m i t t e e  I s  w o r k i n g  on  me thods  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  t o  a c q u i r e  a  310 a c r e  b l o c k  1 1  km 
e a s t  o f  L i s m o r e  as a  s i t e  f o r  a  g r e a t  p r o j e c t .  T h e r e  i s  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  l o c a l l y  f o r  t h l s ,  so  i t  s h o u l d  be up 
and r u n n i n g  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  
GLOBAL WARMING T h r e a t s  t o  RF f r o m  a  c h a n g i n g  c l i m a t e  a r e  a l r e a d y  s t a r t l n g  - e f f e c t s  o f  b u s h f i r e s  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  b u r n i n g  o f . t h e  bush  a r e  t a k i n g . t o l 1  o f  once  p r o t e c t e d  and  s e c u r e  f r a g m e n t s  and  f o r e s t s  
SIDE EFFECTS OF SMOKING One t h a t  I s  r a r e l y  p u b l i c i s e d  I s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o s t  o f  Tobacco l e a f  p r o d u c t i o n  - 
I n  3 r d  w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s ,  l o c a l s  use t h e  l o c a l  RF as f u e l  f o r  d r y i n g  a n d  c u r i n g  t h e  l e a f .  A  r a t l o  o f  3ha o f  
f o r e s t  t o  a  t o n  o f  Tobacco  I s  l e a d i n g  t o  r a p i d  f o r e s t  l o s s  i n  some c a s h r c r o p  economies .  
WHAT ARE WE CONSUMING ? A  known 177 h e r b i c i d e s  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  f r u i t ,  v e g e t a b l e  and g r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  Less  
t h a n  25% a r e  r e  u l a r l y  m o n i t o r e d ,  w i t h  many e s c a  i n g  s u r v e l l l e n c e  t o t a l l y .  
COURT CASES (a! P e r t h  bus inessman  g a o l e d  f o r  O e T i b e r a t r l y  durn I n g  c h e m i c a l  w a s t e s  i n t o  a  r i v e r  

( b )  Common l a w  u p h e l d  t o  p r o t e c t  s t r e a m  q u a l i t y  !y t h e  a w a r d  o f  damages a g a i n s t  t h o s e  r e s p o n -  
s i b l e  f o r  c a u s i n g  e r o s i o n  b y  l a g g i n g  s t e e p  s l o p e s  I n  a  c a t c h m e n t  ( i n  NSW) 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION T h e r e  i s  a  move t o  e n a c t  s T h r e a t e n e d  S p e c i e s  A c t  t o  c o v e r  p l a n t s  and  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  o f  
l i f e  f o r m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  be c o v e r e d  b y  ' t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  I m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t s ' .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  l a w  c o v e r s  o n l y  
v e r t e b r a t e s  ( e x c e p t  f i s h ! ) .  a t  l e a s t  i n  NSW. 

WHATS WRONG WITH THE TIMBER INDUSTRY ( T h e  ' , S c r u b b e r s t  and N o r t h  E a s t  F o . r e r t  A l l i a n c e  b o t h  q u o t e  t h a t  e y e -  
o p e n f n g  b r o a d c a s t  on  ' E a r t h b e a t '  l a s t  F e b r u a r y    hen D r  A. D ragun  spoke  on  t h e  economics  o f  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s -  
t r y . ) S o m e  o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  l i s t e d  a r e  - A u s t r a l i a n  governm e n t s  r e v e n u e  f r o m  t i m b e r  i s  a r o u n d  $110  m i l l i o n  
w h i l e  t h e y  spend  a t  l e a s t  $250 m i l l i o n  on  r o a d i n p ,  m a c h i n e r y  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The i n d u s t r y  i s  c o s t i n g  t h e  
t a x p a y e r  140  m i l l ~ o ~ d o l l a r s  pa.  The number  o f  p e o p l e  e m p l o y e d  i n  i a r v e s t l n g  and m i l l i n g  i s  11,800 c f  w h i c h  
h a l f  wo rk  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  s u c h  as  F o , r e s t r y  D e p t s .  O n l y  600 a r e  d i r e c t l y  emp loyed  i n  w o o d c h l p  p r o d u c -  
t i o n .  Ove r  60% o f  t h e  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e  p r o v i d e s  l e s s  t h a n  5% o f  t h e  emp loymen t  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  

The t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  q u o t e s  59,000 as t h e  number o f  p e o p l e  emp loyed  i n  t h e  w o o d c h i p  i n d u s t r y .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  
t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p a p e r  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  j o i n e r y  and v e n e e r  m a n u f a c t u r e .  These j o b s  a r e  s i m p l y  n o t  a t  t h r e a t  
f r o m  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  n a t i v e  f o r e s t  l o g g i n g  because  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e  comes f r o m  s o f t w o o d  p l a n t a t i o n s .  
Mos t  o f  t h e  w o o d c h i p s  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  n a t i v e  f o r e s t s  i s  f o r  e x p o r t  and  has a  m i n i s c u l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  l o c a l  
j o b s .  
Between 1965 and 1985 wood p r o d u c t i o n  I n c r e a s e d  b y  40% w h i l e  i n d u s t r y  j o b s  w e r e  c u t  b y  4 0 % .  You c a n ' t  b l ame  
t h e  G r e e n i e s  f o r  t h a t ,  b u t  s a d l y  we do  get .  t h e  b lame,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h a l f  t h e  o t h e r  w o r l d  p r o b l e m s .  

THOSE BURN-OFFS AGAIN - -  NSW NATIONAL PARKS ACCUSED OF GROSS I N E P T I T U D ~  OR STUPIDITY 

A h a z a r d - r e d u c t i o n  b u r n  was p l a n n e d ,  t o  a n n i h i l a t e  50 ha o f  G a r i g a l  NP, Sydney,  on S a t .  8 t h  A p r i l .  P r i o r  
w e a t h e r  fo reca: t :  p r e d i c t e d  v e r y  s t r o n g  w l n d s ,  w h f c h  w e r e  :gal: c o n f i r m e d  on  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  D e s p i t e  the:? 
w a r n i n g s  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  po ahead w i t h  t h e  b u r n .  N a t u r a l l y  t h e  b l a z e  " g o t  away" ,  " e s c a p e d " ,  " w e n t  o u t  o f  
c o n t r o l " .  The d a n g e r  so  c r e a t e d  c a u s e d  t h e  P a c i f i c  Hwy a n d  N o r t h e r n  F reeway  t o  be c l o s e d ,  and t o  a l a r m  many 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  A  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  l a s t  y e a r  when b u r n i n g  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  e v e n  t h o u g h  
s t r o n g  w i n d s  were  f o r e c a s t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  many p r o b l e m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  v e r y  b u s h l a n d  t h a t  t h o s e  
b u r n  o f f s  we re  meant  t o  p r o t e c t .  N o t h i n g  l e a r n e d ,  e v e r y t h i n g  f o r g o t t e n .  

These a c t s  i n d i c a t e  e x t r e m e  n e g l i g e n c e  and b r i n g s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  as t o  w h a t  s o r t  o f  p e o p l e  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  r e m a i n i n g  f r a  men ts  o f  b u s h l a n d  and  e v e r y t h i n  t h e y  s h e l t e r .  F u r t h e r  c r i t i c s m  was d i r e c t e d  t o  
t h o s e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  shamefu! k i l l i n g  o f  many r e p t i l e s  t h a t  Rad n o t  y e t  gone i n t o  h i b e r n a t i o n  and t o  o t h e r  
s m a l l  i n v e r t e b r a t e s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  e s c a p e  , t he  o u t  o f  c o n t r d l  f i r e s .  Why c a n n o t  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  be done i n  
w i n t e r ,  on  w i n d l e s s  d a y s .  

I t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  h e a r  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e s e  c o n t i n u a l  m i s t a k e s  by  t h e  b u r e ~ u c a t s  i n v o l v e d .  

JUST ANNOUNCE0 - - -  NSW TO GET MORE PARKS 6 WILDERNESS TO PROTECT HIGIi VALUE CONSERVATION AREAS 

Depend ing  on o n e ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  i s  e i t h b r  a  " m a s s i v e  l a n d  r a b "  o r  " p r o t e c t i n g  a  v a n i s h i n g  
r ~ s o u r c e ~ ' .  F u l l  d e t a 1 1 s  have  n o t  y e t  been  d e c i d e d .  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  4  new ~ a t y o n a l  P a r k s  announced  one  o f  t h e s e  
i s  I n  t h e  R ichmond Range and  Toonunba r  f o r e s t s  i n  n o r t h e r n  NSW, l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  B o r d e r  
Ranges NP. We s p e n t  some t l m e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a b o u t  1 0  y e a r s  ago and  were  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  some o f  t h e  f i n e  RF 
h a b i t a t  t h a t  h o p e f u l l y  s t i l l  s u r v i v e s  f o r  . t he  e n j o y m e n t  o f  o t h e r s ,  
A n o t h e r  20 N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  have  been  p r o m i s e d ;  some. o f  t h e s e  may be i n c l u d e d  I n  t h e  one m i l l i o n  ha o f  W i l d -  
e r n e s s  t h a t  was announced a  f ew  days  ago .  T h i s  j u s t  shows w h a t  a  b i t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m i t t m e n t  can  a c h i e v e .  

I n  Oec.1993 t h e  l a s t  gove rnmen t  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  350,000 ha o f  t h e  one m i l l i o n  n o m i n a t e d  w o u l d  be g i v e n  t o  
t h e  " p e o p l e  o f  NSW as  a  Xmas G i . f t W  ( o f  s o m e t h i n g  we a l e a d y  owned?) .  B u t  on 9 / 9 / 9 4  Fahey made a  h u m i l i a t i n g  
backdown and w i t h d r e w  240,000 o r  a l m o s t  70% o f  o u r  " g i f t " .  Anyway, we h a v e  them now o r  w i l l  soon  do s o .  

As Penny F i g g i s  s a i d  a t  t h e  t l m e  o f  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  F a h e y ' s  p r o m i s e  " W i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a r e  o u r  o n l y  r e c o g n i t i o n  
t h a t  n a t u r e  r e q u i r e s  r e f u g e s ,  t h a t  humans do  n o t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d o m i n a t i o n  o v e r  : e v e r y  s q u a r e  i n c h  o f  t h e  
e a r t h .  They a r e  s p l e n d i d ,  b e a u t i f u l  a r e a s  where  n a t u r e  and t h e  biodiversity o f  a l l  l i f e  c a n  t h r i v e  and s u r -  
v i v e .  W i t !  i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  on o u r  N a t l o n a l  P a r k s ,  t h e s e s  a r e a s  a r e  more  and  more  v i t a l  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  
o f  n a t u r e  

The shadow m i m i s t e r  f o r  f o r e s t s  i s  m o s t  u p s e t  w i t h  t h e  d e e l o i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e .  S o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  25.00C j a b s  i n  
t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  b e i n g  i n  j e o p a r d y .  An i n t e r e s t t n g  comment i n d e e d ,  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  n o t  t h a t  many j o b s  i n v o l v e d ,  and  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  i n  t h e  game a r e  i n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  s o f t w o o d  i n d u s t r y  w i t h  
a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  % i n v o l v e d  i n  RF and  ha rdwood  l o g g i n g .  T h e r e  I s  a l s o  a  $60 m i l l i o n  r e t r a i n i n g  a n d  r e t r e n -  
chment f u n d  t o  a s s i s t  t h o s e  who may b e  u n f o r t u n a t e  t o  l o s e  t h e i r  j o b s .  T h e r e  w i l l  be  o t h e r  j o b s  c r e a t e d  i n  
t o u r i s m  and  i n  a d m i n f s t e r i n g  and  maintaining t h e  P a r k s  and  R e s e r v e s .  O b v i o u s l y  i t  i s  n o t  a l l  doom and  g l o o m  
and i t  i s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o  see  a  member o f  a  f u t u r e  g o v e r n m e n t  d o i n g  h i s  b e s t  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  and 
t o  s t i r  up  ill w i l l .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  when he a d m i t t e d  soon  a f t e r  h e  was a l l o c a t e d  t h e  shadow p o r t f o l i o  t h a t  
f o r e s t r y  was more p o l i t i c a l  t h a n  s c i e n t i f i c ,  and  u r g e d  t h a t  a  S c h o o l  o f  F p r e s t r y  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  S o u t h e r n  
C ross  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  f o r e s t e r s  a r e  t r a i n e d  i n  s c i e n c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i t i c s .  What a  s t r a n g e  
a d m i s s i o n  t h l s  was. 

ALL STATES HAVE FINALLY SIGNED THE NATIONAL FORESTS POLICY 

Tasmania  was t h e  l a s t  S t a t e  t o  h o l d  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  ag reemen t ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  s i g n e d  up i n  A p r i l .  T h e i r  l o n g  
d e l a y  was b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  t h o u g h  n o t  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  They o b t a i n e d  a  commi tmen t  t h a t  no  more  
Y o r l d  H e r i t a g e  A reas  w o u l d  be n o m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i s h e s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p e n s a t t o n  f o r  NOT d e s t r o y i n g  
some r e m a i n i n g  o l d  g r o w t h ,  and  s e t  a b o u t  l o g g i n g  o r  c l e a r f e l l i n g  a r e a s  t h a t  w o u l d  have  b e e n  l i k e l y  t o  be 
s e t  a s i d e  as soon as t h e  ag reemen t  was made 
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