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" Whatever your cause, it's a lost cause without population control." the Ehrlichs, 1990.

MEETINGS --- SPECTACULARS --- CONFERENCES --- ACTIVITIES THERE'S LOTS TO DO !

IN QLD. -- Qur southeast Q. chapter will meet on the 2nd Sat. of July, Sept, Nov. For details phone Peter
Jurd on (07) 345 1445. The July 8th activity is a visit to Diana's Bath, Mt Mee SF. Permits are required
for each vehicle.

-~ Regional Conference "From Sand To Sandstone"” at Rockhampten, with daily field trips and a 2 day
tour of Blackdown Tableland following. (Ed. an outstanding area - everyone should go there at least once)
From 22nd to 26th Sept plus optional to Blakdown 27th and 28th

IN VICTORIA -- ASGAP Biennial Conference at Ballarat from 23rd to 29 th Sept

IN NSW -- Native Plant & Garden Spectacular at Rouse Hi11 on 12th and 13th August

Study Group activity/outing/social at Alan Batley's property, Kurrajong Helghts Saturday 22nd

July. For full details, refer to the last Newsletter.

Couple of days at NSW Southern Highlands - dates to be arranged for the following offer by Dean
Pryke. "Would RFSG members be interested in a short camp/caravan stay at Glenmack's Kangaroo Valley Camp &
Caravan Park for day drives to the surrounding mountains? Lots of WTRF, Minnamurra, Robertson RF,pinkwood,
coachwood etc. Visit a real-1ife haunted house to vrelax with an al] silver service for teas, food etc. To
Glenmacks each night for campfires or visit the 'local' nearby. Camping fees $6 each per night, good shower
block etc, shop on site, fantastic views to RF clad mountains." ---- Those interested should phone Dean
who will select convenient dates and let me know for N/L publicity. His phone -(02) 524 0317

A VOLUNTEER QR TWO NEEDED TO SET UP OUR STUDY GROUP DISPLAY AT THE'SPECTACULAR' 12TH & 13TH AUGUST

As Helen Joyce is occupied with the Proteaceae stand, she is unable to organise and man {isn't that a
strange word for a woman attending an information activity ? )the display as she has done for several years.
Helen has all the material that has been previously used, but she and Allan will be away until early July

I would very much appreciate somebody taking this on for this occasion; it is important to get publicity
for our interests whenever we can, so please - knock me and Helen over in the rush to volunteer ? You can
contact Helen at (02) 874 7810 in July, or myself in the meantime 065 87 1268.

WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

THERE ARE QUITE A FEW OUTSTANDING SUBSCRIPTIONS AND I DON'T REALLY HAVE THE TIME TO CHASE THEM ALL

So I have decided, reluctantly,to delete a half dozen or so, people who I never hear from anyway so one
must assume that they aren't really interested. Wish they would tell me, one way or the other. The others
have the usual reminder attached to this N/L

HOWEVER I DO THINK THAT SOME OF OUR MAIL HAS GONE ASTRAY

Recently a couple of letters that I expected had not arrivedand while nobody can be certain that a letter
promised or due regularly has really been sent, it is a reasonable assumption that they have been lost.
Judith Brass sent a subs. about 18 months ago that didn't get to me and maybe others are in the same boat-
So if you do get an unjustified reminder, or your N/L's are suddenly cut off, please tell me and don't

hm in high dudgeon and declare "I'l11 never talk to him again." In fairness, our letterbox is in a very
exposed position, on a fairly busy road and as many of you know, a %km away from the house. Very vulnerable.

Mo
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THE CALL OF LET ME STOP PRESS: France has just announced the
“THE LYRE BIRD = resumption of nuclear testing near Australia.
.. THE SPLASHING 3 " They say that there is no danger whatsoever
to the environment; others have already
accused them of committing environmental &
political crimes. The nation considers that
it is both Christian and civilized though
many of us would like proof of that. All we
can do I suppose is to avoid using any of
their products. Probably radioactive anyway.

AS USUAL I HAVE RUN OUT OF SPACE AND THERE IS LOTS MORE THAT I SHOULD TELL YOU

1 always do the first page last, probably has something to do with my Celtic ancestry. There are a few
members letters still to cover, and a few items to incorporate - book reviews, walking tracks, specific
plants and RF fauna, so it looks like we have a start to the October issue. In the meantime, please keep
your information flowing to me, everything is of interest to someone.
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ARGUND THE STATES WITH S G A P - SOME RELEVANT ITEMS FROM REGION NEWSLETTERS

Canbgrra's April Bulletin raises concern that natives are now "escaping' from cultivation and joining their
exotic fellows to become "environmental weeds! The latest culprit is a Grevillea that seems to be derived
from 'anberra Gem', a common cultivar derived from G. rosmarinifolia and now increasingly conspicuous in
vegetation on road verges, reerves and private land at a rural residential subdivision. They can smother
patches of native grassland wherever the Eucalyptus/Callitris canopy has been thinned by past clearing or
by.flre. Other Grevillea species have escaped from cultivation in the botanic gardens and are spreading into
adjacent woodland. They warn "native plant gardeners should be aware that some Aust. plants from outside the
local area can become as much of an environmental problem as exotics in natural areas. Therfore, care should
be t:kgn ;? sglecting native species, especially of Grevillea and Acacia for planting into gardens near rem-
nan ushland."

The March Tasmania "Eucryphia" under the heading 'NO' TO FLUOROACETATE PROTECTION carries a report from "New
Scientist" (4 Feb 1995) that a plan to inoculate sheep and cattle with a genetically altered bacterium that

would confer resistance to native plant toxins has been rejected. Many species of Acacia, Oxyloblum and Gas-
trolobium contain fluoroacetate, which is deadly to 1ivestock. It was thought that the bacterium that would

detoxify the cattle and sheep could also spread to feral animals such as goats, camels and rabbits and then

encourage their further proliferation. Probably a good decision for the native plants, too.

Victoria's secretary, Paul Kennedy, noted in the March N/L that "We have the ridiculous situation where the
Public Transport authority (PTC) paid the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources $20,000 compen-
sation so that PTC could build a new commuter carpark on land that contains some of Gippsland's last example
of native grasslands." ( This little gem was included in his report 'Conservation Notes'.)

“Native Plants for NSW" January issue has an item (reprinted from a SA N/L) titled GROWING DRINK CARTONS
which described a method of using (presumably 1 Titre) square containers to protect seedlings after planting
out.Jo James says that by good luck she hit upon the best way to cut and set up the milk cartons over the
plants, and assesses the benefits as - recycling some waste material; protection from direct sun, drying
winds, rabbits, crawling insects; greater humidity around the plant: and (yet to be tested),protection from
frost. Her system is to cut the base along 3 creases, fold out this section and place a rock on it for anch-
orage and then pile soil around the bottom of the carton to stop it from blowing away.

April's issue from NSW carries an ad. for the position vacant of Conservation Officer. Our own memben Connie
McPherson has done a sterling job in that position for a number of years but is standing down for family
reasons. On behalf of at least the NSW members of RFSG, I thank Connie for her efforts and achievements
while occupying the position. Trust also that the position is quickly filled by another dedicated and det-
ermined person.

Items of particular interest from recent Queensland Bulletins include "PLANTS FOR FIRE PRONE AREAS", some
quidelines to follow, plus a list of recommended plants (Canberra also included that Tist). This guide
originated in NSW but has been taken up by other States aware of its importance to their residents. The

32 pure RF species recommended are listed elsewhere in this N/L.

The March issue advises the setting up of a committee representing the NETWORK OF REGIONAL BATANIC GARDENS
- TROPICAL & SUBTROPICAL ZONE. A meeting held at Gladstone gardens last Sept. was attended by people from
established gardens at Coffs Harbour, Tondoon (Gladstone), Townsyille, Roc[hampton, Cooktown, Cairns; from
those just commencing - Barcaldine, Longreach, Hervey Bay, Emerald: and those proposing botanic gardens at
Maryborough, Cooloola, Blackall, Burdekin, Maroochy, Albert, Pine Rivers, Redlands, Lismore. Other inter-
ested/involved representatives were also involved, (Ed. Always good to see such interest in so valuable
educational and conervation-directed facilities)...., The "FROM THE VERY TOP" segment is a concise
description on the vegetation of Cape York and includes '(E) Rainforest: A large strip of RF extends north
from Bamaga nearly to the tip of Cape York (Pajinka). This RF {s unusual in that it contains large numbers
of Niugini plants and animals, and it is this unusual combination of Aust and N,G. which makes the "Loch-
erbie Scrub" world famous.'

June's issue carries the "EFFECT OF DROUGHT ON RF PLANTINGS", descibes the effect of the recent dry years
on a large plot at Mugeeraba where planting commenced in 1984. Remarkably only 8 trees succumbed to the
drought, out of a total of around 600 plants being grown. The author, Graham McDonald has made some ob-
vious and a number of not so apparent observations during that difficult time for gardeners (and nature).

Our sister Study Group "Aust. Food Plants" Feb. N/L carries a letter from 'Bush Tucker Supply Australia’
which said that the Co. is in dire need of large quantities of selected types of Backhousia citriodora
and B. anisata. Initially, small consignments ?about a %kg)of dried leaves need to be analysed for thg1r
quality as many native species are highly variable in the aromatic oils they contain,with a few undesir-
able components occurring in the same stands of the same species. After analysis - each costing $300 -
appropriate trees are nominated and long term agreements for the supply of foliage are entered into. (Ed.
Will this lead to a wider spread of the 'Rare but Reserved' Backhousia anisata in cultivation ?)

Receipt of the first issue of S.A.'s journal sent to our group is welcomed. This, as with all the States
publications has been placed in our reference 'library', and while SA is somewhat short on natural RF, it
is of interest to me as to how others set out the information to be disseminated, and what common themes
run through our widespread plant enthusiasts...... The May journal reprints an item from the Burrendong
(NSW) Arboretum Apr. "Brigge” on "WHAT IS THE VALUE OF A TREE?" Though it s cifically relates to the Nor-
then hemisphere, it is generally applicable to trees everywhere, "A mature healthy tree with a 14m crown
has a total foliage area of around 18,000 sq.m. This tree will filter out around one tonne of dust annually,
thus absorbing bacteria, soot etc. For instance, the amount of dust and soot from a street with heavy
traffic has been measured at around 15,000 particles per Titre, while in parks there are only 2,000 part-
jcles. Around 50,000 cu.m. of air pass through a tree daily. The tree makes use of the sulphur dioxide
and in the process releases oxygen. In a single growth season, one tree will produce enough clean air to
meet one person's annual needs. The same tree can reduce wind speeds by up to 50%. On a warm summers dax,'
humidity under the canopy of leaves will increase by 2% and the temperature will be reduced by at Jeast 2°C.
The foliage area of a newly planted tree is around 1 sq.m. A large and beautiful tree fis wirtually irrep-
lacable. It will take 50 to 100 years before a tree achieves the same dimensions of one that we can chop

down in just 10 minutes.'

ANOTHER PUBLICATION 1 RECEIVE IS THE 'NEFA (NORTH EAST FOREST ALLIANCE) LEAF'

The current Autumn edition contains many points of concern, including o '"Five years left for the gld.
arowth unless we stop the slaughter...All remaining loggable (on accessible terrain) will be gone within 5
years. While we still have extensive areas of unlogged forest left along the escarpment, tngy are predomln-
ately poor stunted forests on precipitous slopes.' 'Severq] coastal forests have begn inadverdently
logged lately, without licenses or approvals,obviously done in a rush to pre-empt Keatings moves tq pro-
tect them.* "How the industry got it wrong (again) on high conservation value forests...Most claims
denying conservation values rely on identified coupes_contain some form of disturbance such as an 01?]a1r-
strip, quarry, plantation or regrowth. This argument ignores the fact that a coupe can contain a sma

area of disturbed forest and still contain large examples of HCVF, in many cases the last surviving exam-

ples of their forest types. People making claims of this kind are either scientifically illiterate or del-

iberately trying to mislead us.'
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MEMBERS PAGE -- NEWS VIEWS AND SUNDRY COMMENTS

It is always good to catch up with what you are all up to, 1t just seems that there is a burst of communic-
atfon at the time when the annual subs. are payable, so you must bear with me as I ration them out over the
current, and later N/L's.

have joined over that period, your leadership must be on the right track." Thank you Dale, you will be most
welcome to rejoin us any time in the future, and we all wish you the very best with your current activities

New member JOHN TRUEMAN explains that their house at Main Ridge 1s on Victorias Mornington Peninsula, and

are at the stage of establishing a RF garden. He would appreciate any advice to assist in this project and
says that whatever information available would be appreciated. A further reason for somebody to take up my
past pleadings for an occasional meeting/get together around Melbourne ?

Another new recruit, PAUL REZL lives in the Czech Republic and so doubles our overseas membership. Paul is
obviously interested in whatever information on growing RF speclies indoors, and to have access to fresh seed.
He has promised to contribute his experience with the sowing and growing those plants in Europe.

PAUL BRADY has been checking out the flora of Nepal, a truly exotic location, since he arrived there last
December for a 12 month stint. Wife Mary, and the kids have just arrived too - a great experience for all
He says "I have taken an interest in the flora here and have seen some very impressive plants, One is a
small tree Salmalia malabaricum found in the monsoonal sub-tropical forests. In winter it loses the leaves
and becomes covered with red flowers - the size of small apples. The effect is not unlike the I[Mlawarra
Flame. Trees in the monsoonal forests often have their branches covered with orchids such as Dendrobiums and
Coelogynes. Greed unfortunately has decimated much of the forests, with an added problem of people grazing
their animals or chopping trees for firewood from the so-called protected reserves. At one reserve ,l rec-
entlysaw people collecting bunches of flowers from the Rhododendrons - no doubt in the Tong term they will
disappear from this particular location. There is very 11ttle interest in growing their own plants, The
only natives growing here generally are the orchids. There is a great interest in the gaudy annuals/bulbs
with people ordering the latest from America or Japan, Re-afforestation can also mean the planting of fast
growing foreign species," (Ed. Paul, you must feel that you have not even left Australia ?)

Also overseas are HELEN & ALLAN JOYCE. Left in May for a 2 month 'Gardens of the World' tour. They also
grow the South African Proteas on a small acreage at Gosford, north of Sydney, and will be jnvolved in the
Proteaceae Display at the Sydney Wildflower Show, hence the request for someone else to organise our RF
stand this year.

ESTHER TAYLOR has sold the home at Ipswich and has by now settled in at the very small country town of
PROSTON, near Kingaroy. The town comprises a small supermarket, a cafe, hotel and about 200 houses filled
with friendly people. Peace and quiet abounds, no city traffic or noise, a big yard with an established
cottage garden, stone fruit trees and a Mango. Brought lots of plants with her and was walting for a break
in the weather to get them into the ground, In the meantime Esther is interested in looking at some of the
district's remnant scrub,

Another new member, ROB BOS wrote a kind note 1in appreciation of his first 2 N/L's, and agrees that SGAP
should be more conservation minded. He found the current membership 1ist helpful and noted that there a few
of the Group in his area (Ipswich), though Esther has just left. Somebody want to form a west of Brisbane
division?

When THOMAS CARLSSON wrote in April, spring was well under way with warm winds off the Atlantic and day temps
of 5 - 10 degrees. Plenty of new growth on the plants, particularly Trema aspera, and it looks 1{ke Hymen-
osporum flavum will flower for the first time. It's about 3 metres high. Good success with Atalaya salfci-
folia with 5 seedlings up so far. Thomas and Paul Rezl should get together and swap notes.

DAVID NOEL, who you may recollect runs the Tree Crops Centre in Perth suggested that in lieu of him paying

our $5 annual subs, we arrange a swap of our repective publications. He publishes 'WANATCA' (WA Nut & Tree
Crop Assn.) normally $40 pa. On behalf of all you members, I reckoned it was a good idea and agreed on the

exchange. Both Groups are free to use the other's material, so I will be passing on some of Davids comments
from time to time. Like all of the other material sent to the RFSG, Wanatca will be put fnto our reference
files for -perusal and or borrowing by any and all of you financial members.

Our mention of the problems at Hawks Nest in the last N/L has encouraged BILL JONES to pass on further det-
afls. Bi11 & Noela have a place there and he tells "There is an ufitouched 'buffer' between Hawks Nest and
Myall Lakes NP, but the proposal is to extend the township to the north, with CALM developing Crown land
for 90 residential lots. This is undesirable because the present natural Blackbutt forest forms a nice bar-
rier between the town and Myall Lakes NP and is part of the wildlife corridor linking the two areas. This
development would be the start of a cascade along the coastal strip to the NP. There is a Koala population
here, as well as SEPP 14 (protected) wetlands and good stands of Euc. robusta, a prime Koala food tree.

Any further development would reduce Koala habitat, increase the car and dog population further endangering
the animals survival, and nip in the bud the opportunity to have a district "ecotourism" resource.

JOE BESKIN very kindly offered {or was he talked Into it) to set up an fndex of the N/Ls on his computer,
using MS Word 6. I started to do a manval index and though it covered my first jzdozen Issues, 1t got to be
too big a job and I got behind - never to catch up. Hopefully Joe won't end up the same way, though we
trust it doesn't cut into his 1imited work, domestic and soclal activities commitments.

The well known Terania RF Nursery has been sold to Brett 0'Donovan who has considerable knowledge and immense
enthusiasm says HUGH NICHOLSON. The nursery has moved to the Bruxner Hwy, Wollongbar Hugh and Nan are
obviously remaining in their delightful valley and to concentrate on botanical photography.

SHIRLEY JOHNSTON of Muilumbimby mentioned in a brief note, that despite the less than average rain the trees
continue to grow well and that they keep finding plants that are flowering for the first time - a great Joy

Another change of address - AUB PODLICH now 1ives on their 4 acres among the trees at Boonah. He has 18
months full-time writing ahead, which may mean looking out the window at the birds ?

DEAN PRYKE has a % acre block at NSW Southern Highlands where he jntends to eventually fi11 half the place
with the Coachwood/Sassafras/Acmena RF type that was local in the "Yarrawa Brush"., He recently obtained a
couple of issues of the local conservation Group's "Eucryphia" and their excellent 'Guide to the Yarrawa
Brush' which is stunning in its neatness and accuracy. Looks 11ke well done, HELEN and DAVID TRANTER. Mean-
while our item on Pisonia grandis prompted him to mention he has a 2m success with a P, umbellifera, happily
growing with good sized specimens of CTRF plants - Coachwood, Sassafras, Eupomatia, Cassine,Bastard Rosewood,
Callicoma, Elaeocarpus kirtonii & E. reticulatus and a couple of vines.

A comment that Pararchidendron pruinosum had its first flowering in CAROL BENTLEY'S Lindfield garden, but the
flowers browned off very quickly, though the seed pods are most attractive. This is probably the only specimen
growing locally, so it seems that they are self-pollinating. On 'Booyong' we have only come across 2 plants,
and ‘co-incidentally, Dean Pryke discovered 50% of them while he was visiting.
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OUR TASMANIAN MEMBER PHIL PARSONS COMMENTS ON SOME RECENT EVENTS AT " THE APPLE ISLE "

"1n response to Rhoda Jeavons, the, as yet, unnamed Phytophora is affecting an alpine area, that is now
quqrantined. species affected include Orites acicularis (Yellow Bush) a Proteacea and Athrotaxus cypress:
ioides (Pencil Pine) in Taxodiaceae, both endemics. Other actions to reduce its spread are sealing the
highway through the area and spraying with phosphorus as they are doing in WA.

Germinating Nothcfagus_cunninghamii, prechill for 4 weeks or treat with Gibberilic Acid 4/7 @ 50 ppm, sow
atd1cwipopula§ion density, very susceptible to damping off. Atherosperma moschatum is easier, try slightly
underripe seed.

For those with plants being damaged by low temperafure with wind chi1l why not a shelterbelt or use the
traditional gardening practice, conical strawhouses or such for cold protection.

Yes Tasmania is building its own Cape Tribulation road, this redneck highway is a payback for believing
in the past instead of seeing the effects of the present. To bring it up to 2 wheel drive standard another
$40 million would have to be spent, closure and restoration cost unknown.

The "drought" here has meant a warmer winter assisting the WTRF and 1 now have germinated 3 Cordyline
terminalis var petiolaris. Just before the offer of Syzygium oleosum a friend gave me one, No success with
Tasmannia stipitata from the seed bank yet. Oh 1 also have a Rubus hil11ii fruiting.

I think the Society's motto has been dated by events. 1 sug est we change to conservation with cultivation;
read that as many ways as you can. Preservation by cultivation represents to me a sterile model with a
shrinking genetic base, a reactive model which may 1imit the ability of the Society to attract new young
members. E.g. Without conserving the nocturnal pollinators, no forest !!1 (From Phil Parsons, Deloraine)

THIS METHOD COULD BE THE ANSWER TO .GARDENERS BATTLING THE DROUGHT

Judith Brass passes on to us all, a method that she discovered by accident. Nefghbours drainage of smelly
septic water was allowed to run into her yard and she noticed this by an orange tree dﬁing of root rot - in
the middle of a drought ! She dug a short trench above the tree to catch the drainage but the dirt pile
looked so horrible so some Melaleucas and Callistemons were planted to screen it. They thrived while most
other things planted at the same died. She has since used this idea for the fruit trees and in planting out
a few more natives. RF species seemed to have coped well with the drought, but Eucs and Heath plants did
not. The biock is 1/3 of an acre, soO the larger than average yard allows some extensive plantings. Judith
included a sketch of the gardens and it obviously keeps her busy. There is a strip of RF 10m wide running
for the 40m length on the north side continuing along the east boundary until it gets too boggy {in normal
years). Another patch of RF is at the west, protected by Banksias, Casuarinas etc., There is a Eucalypt

forest, and an area of understory species frgm Euc forests, fruit trees, ve jes and 4 ponds. As I said - a
busy girl. Judith also mentioned that Ciair Shackel offere& her some Aristolochia praevenosa earlier sought.

Now the method. Digging holes, or trenches about 1 metre wide and 1 - 3m long and p]anting shrubs on the
mounds of seil beside them helps them suryive. Holes are filled with water usually every or 3 weeks, more
frequently in hot weather. This gets the water deep into the sol) where it does not evaporate so quickly;
also encourages deep rooting. The mounded soil stops the plants waterlogging in wet weather.

This 1s how it looks

original soil level

The system can be made to look quite natural if the hollows are 1lined with gravel and rocks to look like a
dry creeek bed. (Ed. And no doubt sedges and ferns could be planted by rocks for extra shelter, shade and
dampness? And as habitat for for the small animals, beetles and other forgotten creatures.

OUR NEW MEMBERS FROM MARLEE (NEAR' WINGHAM NSW) REQUEST OUR ASSISTANCE IN REGENERATION METHODS

sue Walston and Brian called at "Booyong" to see what material - papers and publications could be available
that they could use as a guide in getting some cover back onto thelr 360 acre ex-dairy property. They've
been there just over 3 years and ‘of course had the drought all that time. The place had obviously been flog-
ged over the years, and there is very little natural regrowth, even {n areas where stock have been kept out.
There is some remnant RF along the creek while there must have been good stuff elsewhere originally (seeing
that one paddock has big Crabapples as shade trees. They have put it a 1ot of colonising and 2nd stage
species, much of it tube stock but heavy frosts and the dry have taken their toll. They have a paper by
Kooyman and I have referred them to Forestry and to the Nicholsons' booktets. Anyone else have any ideas,
suggestions or material that could be loaned to them, or copied ? Brian and Sue are very keen, and being

in the heart of once-RF country, its an ideal place for fairly natural regeneration, once they get a nucleus

pioneer and cover planting established.

ANOTHER OF THE MEMBERS HAS A LARGE PROPERTY HIGH UP ON THE HASTINGS RIVER WITH SOME MAGNIFICENT FOREST

Beryl and ! were very fortunate in being invited, together with other 1ocal RFSGers to look at some of the
land that Martin and Anske Hazenveld bought a couple of years ago. There is some rugged country there, also
a 10 km frontage (both sides) to the Hastings River - the rocky, fast and clear flowing end - and the pict-
uresque valley as well as Euc. and Rainforest. Neighbours include Werrikimbie NP, State Forests and Mt. Sea-
view resort. The days highlight was the 4wd clenched fists tr1E up a mountain in Martin's vehicle with Roy
pullen taking the overflow crowd, to a seemingly pristine patc of RF with huge trees, many strongly butt-
ressed. The few 1 was able to identify included White Booyong, Argyrodendron irifoliatum; Yellow Carabeen,
Sloanea woollsii; and Giant Stinger, Dendrocnide excelsa. On the return, following a ridgeline, we stopped
at a high point overlooking much of the property where heath was predominant, but though the ridge must
have copped every wildfire over the centuries, an ancient gnarled Syzigium sp had survived, as well as 2
Fig growing in the rocks - from memory Ficus rubiginosa.

We spent the afternoon travelling up the valley to look at some of the buitdings and plant regrowth. A hut,
though it was a bit more substantial than that, around 80 years old and constructed by a German jmmigrant
of Red Cedar weatherboards and lining wasn't in too bad a condition, except that the previous owners took
some of the lining boards with them. The Hazenvelds are obyiously proud of their aquisition, and I think
that it is wonderful to see so many environmentally aware peo le owning acreage and putting into effect
efforts to remedy some of the damage that has been done over the past hundred years, more Or less.

Martin and Anske would be happy for the Group to organise a weekend camping on the progerty and having a
look around 1f members are interested. If any of you would 1ike to take up the offer, let me know and 1

will arrange something on a Jong weekend. It would be a 5%/6 hr drive from Sydney, a bit more from Brisbane.
An alternative would be to stay at Booyong and have a long, day trip to that property ('Waterfall') as it

is .l1ess than an hour from here. Can look at Sea Acres, Boorgana and Werrikimbie as well 1f you have time.
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STUDY GROUP MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

Within SGAP recently, there has been a 1ot of discussion on problems that may arise from claims made on the
Associations insurers in certain circumstances. Included in the current ASGAP N/L is the following.

"Groups have been requested to send me a copy of their current membership. This 1s in relation to PUBLIC
LIABILITY INSURANCE. It is of particular concern to Groups who have regular meetings, field trips or'public
meetings. The ASGAP executive have concerns regarding non-SGAP members in Study Groups and where liability
would fall should an accident or 1njury occur"™ ... "Many Study Groups have as members, scientists or pro-
fessionals who have a particular expertise and are working closely with the Group. Although they may not be
members of SGAP, they are no doubt vital to the high standard of study achieved. After all, that's what
Study Groups are about. It is not the intention to upset or stifle the valuable contribution made
by non-SGAP members with qualified expertise. SGAP wil] effer tﬁem Honorary Membership.

Study Group leaders will be notified of their non-SGAP members. They can then be offered SGAP membership.
Please contact me if you want further information".

That 1s all very straight forward. But I anticipate that the RFSG is going to have a few problems with the
determination. I believe that we have at least as high a proportion of non-SGAP members as any other Group.
I also expect that I am going to lose any battle over this, for although there are a reasonable number of
people who are active in our study and regularly or occasionally contribute N/L items and/or comment on
their experiences, there are many who are 'passive members'. That doesn't concern me though, for we all
have to go through a learning process in our every involvement in any field, and one of these days some
terribly important obsevation or experience will be made by those people and completely change their status
However, 1 do object to continually have to remind non-contributors that their subs. are overdue, and even-
tually delete their membership when they do not have the courtesy to advise if they want to retain m'ship
or not. Anyway - watch these pages for further announcements.

RAINFOREST PLANTS RECOMMENDED FOR FIRE PRONE AREAS

From a more comprehensive guide prepared by NSW Region, and reprinted in at least the Q1d Bulletin and Can-
berra Journal. In that list there are 15 trees, about 30 shrubs and small trees and 11 ground covers.
The 32 specific RF trees and shrubs nominated could no doubt be added to by species local to your district.

Alectryon subcinereus Cuttsia viburnea Hodgkinsonia ovatiflora Rapanea variablis
Brachychiton acerifolius Denhamia celastroides Hymenosporum flavum Rhodosphaera rhodanthema
Buckinghamia celsissima Diospyros australis Lomatia fraseri Sarcopterix stipata
Callicoma serratifolia Elaeocarpus reticulatus Mallotus ph111ﬁpensis Scolopea braunii
Canthium coprosmoides Euvpomatia laurina Melia azedarac Stenocarpus sinuatus
Cassine australis Glochidion ferdinandi Petalostigma triloculare Streblus brunonianus
Croton finsularis Grevillea robusta Podocarpus elatus Symplocos stawellii
Cupaniopsis anacardioides Guioa semiglauca Rapanea howittiana Sk thwaiesii

We ought to put together a supplementary list to pass on for a later revision, to give growers in fire-prone
situations a greater choice and to encourage more widespread cultivation and appreciation of our favourite
plants. Anyone prepared to kick along this simple project with nominated species ?

ANOTHER REQUEST FROM OUR ORGANISATION IS FROM NSW -- ASSISTANCE WITH AUDIO - VISUAL PROGRAMMES

This request for assistance was in the Jan N/L and 1 havent had (made) time to discuss it with the organiser
Fred Johnston who wrote " There is a need to have an ongoing objective to expand our library of A-V prog-
rammes. Our small library of 9 topics is not meeting the demand of our members, esRecially country members'
I will, eventually,talk to Fred about my idea to supply a number of slides that I have if somebody would

put together the audio bit. ldeally someone with a mellifluous voice, even not as gruff, full of ums and ers
like mine will do. (Expect that rules out my old mates Brian Howe and Ralph willis?

I would really appreciate a volunteer for this educational proposal. If a couple of people are prepared to
do this, we could no doubt obtain more slides, and do 2 programmes either separate or in 2 parts.

SOME SAD TIDINGS - OLIVER CARTER'S TOOWOOMBA RETAIL AND RESEARCH NURSERY WAS VANDALISED RECENTLY

Actually it was late last year, but Oliver only told me about it in April. Those of you who know Oliver and
set-up will be just as disturbed as us and it certainly was a blow to Oliver who is even now, still upset.
Most of the nursery was sprayed with 2-4-5T one night late last year. More than 1500 cuttings were wiped

out, many hundreds of saleable plants killed and a lot of stock plants as well, Established plants used for
breeding (particularly Syzigiums flowering and fruiting 1in pots) have been lost, while others such as Ipomea,
Hibiscus and other species that were not killed will take a whole year to recover. As well as this attack,
there is much evidence to suggest that plants and potting mix have been sprayed through the fence at times
over a prior 2 year period. I won't go into details of the person responsible - one can only hope that he
will suffer appropriate consequences.

There was a write up in a Qld. paper shortly after the crime, describing the activities of 'Manna Nursery'
and the 4 years (so far) research. Experiments include doubling chromosones in certain species which incr-
eases the plant's vigour, produces larger flowers and fruit but can also decrease subsequent fertility. A
1ot of research has gone into a range of germ plasm (different genetic lines) and meticulous work with
inter-species hybridising. Oliver is carrying on with his work which has been set back a lot, and still

has a reasonable stock for sale.

He has sent us the current stock list - those of you who may be interested in rare and endangered species
% bush tucker plants that he specialises in can write to 8 Vanfty St Toowoomba 4350 or phone him 076 353712

but only between 6 - 8am OR 6 - 9pm E.S.T.

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL HERBARIUM HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED IN CANBERRA

This brings together the collections previously held separately by CSIRO and the National Botanic Gardens,
and comprises both living and preserved specimens. One of the major aims of the Herbarium is the conser-
vation of flora and fauna over what they describe as a "mega-diverse" range of more than 500,000 species,
one of the most extensive biotas in the world. The concern is that habitat clearance and fires in inapp-
ropriate areas are causing the extinction of so many species before they are even discovered, or perhaps
during the time of discovery and description and further research, Already many {important habitats have
been decimated, one of those effects being that nearly a quarter of Australian vascular plants are now rare
or threatened. (This is a summary of an interylew on radto by Dr, Judy West while discussing this important
organisation. She also added that the collection {s the most extensive held/growing in the country,

On a personal note, our older daughter was fortunate to get a job at the Herbarium and will be working on
Orchids. Looking for someone to pull rank and get her into a RF section so that we can get some good drum

for our N/L.
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FOR SALE BR  WANTED

)
David Noel, PO Box 27 Subiaco WA 6008 asks - "Can any of the readers help? Have been trying for years to get
some small plants of Athertonia diversifolia."

Oliver Carter advises that he regularly sends plants through the post, to people as far away as Perth. He
can supply most (al1?) of his species in that manner, costs being the same as pot price plus post bag and
postage. Payment is expected COD promptly. Plants currently available are all native, and some exotic
Syziglium spp.except S. amplum as well as many other plants, mainly food plants.

Oliver demonstrated his consignment method 1in a practical way as follows ---

A PROVEN METHOD OF SENDING PLANTS AND CUTTING MATERIAL THROUGH THE POST

"As it is difficult to explain how to pack plants of various sizes. ! am sendino you a parcel so that you
can describe it". Thank You, Oliver ! (Hope I can do 1t justice)

Careful preparation and packing 1s required; the roots of plants must remain motst, firm and secure in an
adequate quantity of dampened peat. Plants are removed from their container and potting mix is shaken off
first and the roots are washed off prior to this. Small plastic bags are used for primary packing of larger
plants, wrapped around the root 'ball’ and fastened with sticky tape - stem and fo?1age bare, with perhaps
some leaves trimmed 1f necessary. Oliver sent me a Syzigium eucalyptoides ssp eucalyptoides that was 32°
from tip to tip (the stem 26" above the original soil level) and bent around to fit in the small carton.
Potted it on straight away of course, and after 3 weeks {t looks as good a< gold.

A batch of seedlings - Rubus muelleri- of 1to4 cm stem length were similarly treated; roots firmly contain-
ed in some mix and leaves Te¢ft exposed. Small plants, particularly rooted cuttings established in, say, 2"
tubes are left 'as is' with a bag tightly sealed around the tube, foljage poking out. Cuttings were wrapped
in damp newspaper which was then contained in a firmly rolled, and sealed plastic bag. When Oliver receives
cuttings in the post, he expects to make a new basal cut and trim the foliage, apply a rooting hormone &
possibly use a fungicide. Oliver added a comment that may assist those who take cuttings ---
"1 like to leave a lot of foliage and usually entire leaves, but if they are very large or very tender I do
trim them. I find that under automatic misting, a lot of mature leaf area does aid in rooting. This could
be very different in a somewhat dryer atmosphere though."

MORE ON THAT PISONIA GRANDIS FEATURED IN OQUR LAST NEWSLETTER

Leader of the Aust Food Plants Study Group, Lenore Lindsay has sent some additional information which may
assist, or even encourage people to growit. From Lenore "I don't know of anyone who has grown it in an

open garden situation but I know a number have successfully grown it in a container. A small tree grew for
7 years in a container of coralline sand at a local high school, but died one Christmas when the lab., att-
endant was re-deployed for a couple of weeks. Requirements are calcium rich soil, with organic material
and enormous amounts of water. The transpiration rate is tremendous - a plastic bag tied over a leafy twig
will gather up a cup of fresh water over a 24 hour period. A very successful survival trick should you happ-
en to be wrecked on a coral island! Leaves are soft, green and tender {not waxy as you reported). Palatable
raw, in a sandwich, salad or savoury snack, (the small fry used to spread washed leaves with mayonnaise or
chutney, roll up, and eat), or cooked in any way you'd use spinach. Easily propagated from cuttings,
and 1 would think your best bet for growing a tree would for it to be planted in the middle of already est-
ablished sheltering trees, but this 1s just conjecture. You would need plenty of space eyentually, and
unlimited water".

Thank you for that Lenore. Looks like it should be tried, certainly unusual and obviously useful

WANATCA'S " QUANDONG " REPORTS ON FERTILIZER REQUIREMENTS OF MAJOR R F FAMILIES

This N/L (Vol 21 No 2) has reprinted an item from Rainforest Seed Collective N/L Vol 6 as an extract from a
longer article. And I am going to further condense this. Plants of the SAPINDACEAE have a tendency to be
long and lanky when young, and will respond dramatically to applicdations‘of fertiliser. Fertflisers and
mulches are generally beneficial to the ELAEOCARPACEAE. The various LEGUMES are generally easy to grow
because of their own ability to fix nitrogen. Mulchina and 1ight fertiliser applications are beneficial.
LAURACEAE show a need for well-drained soils and grow quite well on infertile soils including shallow clay
loams. Members of the MELIACEAE' require unimpeded drainage and respond to 1ight applications of fertiliser
EUPHORBIACEAE. are easy to grow and are quite happy in fairly adverse sites, especially if given fertil-
iser. Most members of the PROTEACEAE are easily grown, except for Oreocallis pinnata and Hicksbeachia pin-
natifolia. Phosphorous toxicity i{s not a problem with thid group of plants as 1t is in PRGTEACEAE from
infertle soils in open positions, and they can be safely fed organic or inorganic fertilisers. Several
light applications during the year ensure steady, strong growth. A tendency when young towards chlorosis,
or yellowing of the leaves, can be overcome with applications of iron chelates to the soil, together with
added nitrogen. Iron chelates are beneficial when trying to establish Red Bopple Nut (Hicksbeachia).
It has been found that some plants from MYRTACEAE, (eg Syzigium wilsonii) require a supplement of dolomite.
Fertiliser applications and mulching are suitable practices for this group.

PERHAPS RAINFOREST PLANTS NEED MORE PHOSPHOROUS THAN IS GENERALLY AVAILABLE TO THEM IN OUR GARDENS

Many of us have problems with growth rates of some species, and I've only just realised that lack of this
element could be a major factor. Alex Floyd wrote that volcanic derived soils are high in phosphorous, with
levels of 1000 ppm favouring Subtropic RF, while Warm temperate RF prefers 200 - 400 ppm and similar to

the requirements of wet sclerophyll forest. Even though soils may contain sufficient phosphorous,high alum-
ium content prevents it being available to plants unless sufficiently high quantities of calcium are added

Phosphorous promotes the development of seedlings, root growth and flowering, as well as formation of
fruits and seeds. Products containing phosphorous incliude Mono-ammonium phosphate (22% P) plus nitrogen
(12%). Bone dust and Blood &bone contain phosphoric acid - 22% and 15% respectively. Superphosphate is the
most common phosphorous fertiliser with 8.8% P as well as 22% calcium and 11% sulphur. Those preferring
organic methods would choose something 1ike re-activated Rock Phéphate (13.3% P) though this is slower
acting than artificial chemical products as well as being more costly.

High aluminium content and Tow P H go hand in hand, and to obtain the benefits of added fertiliser and any
trace elements applied, calcium is required to change the P H. Lime is high in calcium, as is Dolomite
which also contains Magnesium

Remember though --- Most natives are intolerant of Phosphorous, for much of our continent's soll is def-
icient in this element and they evolved accordingly.

CUT QUT AND GET OUT : THE FATE OF THE OLD GROWTH FORESTS

David Lang of French's Forest has sent us an item in the “SMH 31/3/95" of relevance to the RFSG with a clear
explanation of what is happening in forests by a bloke called Kevin Shanahann an environmental scientist,
formerly a district superintendent Natiohal Parks and before that a NSW forester. He mentjoned that in 1974
the more accessible coastal forests had near1{ all been logged and it would be decades before they could
again supply the volume of sawlogs sought by the mills, yet they are still being logged.
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ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE FORESTS HAVE SURVIVED OUR 200 VYEAR ONSLAUGHT

W.D. Francis in his introduction to "Australian Rainforest Trees" 2nd edition {1951) includes a statement
"...the principal large tracts of continuous RF are, or were found in the following parts .... 70 miles
north of Cairns and extending southwards past the Tully Rfiver ... Atherton Tableland ... Herbert River area
near Ingham ... surrounding Mackay ... Maryborough to Landsborough including Gympie and Blackall Rarge
Macpherson Range to the Richmond River (including the Big Scrub) ... Dorrigo Plateau". "In all of these
areas clearing operations have reduced or almost entirely destroyed the RF. The 'Big Scrub' of the Rich-
mond and Tweed Rivers is almost completely annihilated. Very extensive clearing has also taken place on the
Atherton Tableland and in the coastal area south of Cairns. The RF south and north of Gympie has dwindled to
remnants through the progress of settiement." "To the south of Sydney, the moist gorges of the Illawarra
Range, and the ranges west of Tilba Tilba and the highlands near Bratdwood also carried RF."

{({Ed. W D Francis was Qld. Government Botanist, 1950 - 4,)

Another noted RF botanist, Alex Floyd, in the introduction to "Rainforest Trees of Mainland S.E.Australia’
(1989) comments "In the past 200 years there has been an accelerating reduction in the RF area; in NSW 1t
has been estimated that 20% now remains with its structure intact. Much of this reduction has been due to
land clearance for agriculture, but heavy logging and fires have also contrybuted."

'"Rainforests of Australfa' (1985) quotes Keto, Scott and Webb - °The stark staistics are that in the short
200 years of white settlement, an estimated 3/4 of Australta's R/F's have been destroyed. The remaining
22,500 sq. km. are scattered and vulnerable." ... “So the lowland and plateau RF disappeared or were ser-
ijously modified; lowlands first, plateaux later - Illawarra,“Hunter, Hastings, Macleay, Clarence, the Big
Scrub of the Richmond, Burnett, Herbert, Tully, Mulgrave, Barren and Daintree lowlands, Robertson, Coric-
udgy’, Maleny, Comboyne, Dorrigo, Sﬁringbrook. Beechmont and on up to the Atherton Pjateau. On the Atherton
tableland (Nth.Q.), 76,400 ha of the total of 79,000 ha were cleared within a few years. As recently as
1964, 16,480 ha of lowland tropical RF were cleared by American pastoralists for the King Ranch venture
whfch was economically unviable.” ( This ts near Tully, now almost a worthless, degraded and depressing
site in our view, compared to surviving RF in the regton.)

“The rainforests of the Border Ranges (Tweed, Richmond, McPherson) form part of what was once the most ext-
ensive RF tract in NSW. Clearing has resulted in RF now being confined to the steep and broken terrain of
the Border Ranges, the bulk of it Tocated within State Forests such as Wiangarie and Roseberry"(now the
Border Ranges N.P.) "Of the orfginal estimated m{11ion ha of RF 1n NSW, at least 700,000 have already been
destroyed". (Parks & Wildlife News, 1983). These 2 extracts were included in an extensive des-
cription of around 90,000 ha of RF on public land in 6 different locations that had just been transferred

to National Parks in NSW. At the time the decision was somewhat contentious, and certainly courageous but is
now recognised as both far-sighted and responsible. This was almost 12 years ago, and we can only
wonder what we have lost since then as the article also said "The Australian RF has already been reduced to
about a quarter of its original extent (Webb 1977) and much of the remaining forests is being progressively
mined for timber. Clearing and other more subtle means of destruction continue, often insidiously, to
progressively reduce the RF resource."

Ed. 1 went to a 1ot of trouble to research this information, and I trust that Group members will keep all of
these facts in mind to answer those with bifased.interests - mill owners - who attack one of our environment-
ally concerned members and making such bland and fatuous comments as "there is still 60% of our Rf left"

We certainly live in a democracy, and everyone has the right to voice their opinion (and probably few do so
more than I{- but please let them get their facts right, and provide sufficient proof to justify their stand.
Such people may well have references to back up their statements, but I wonder whether they would be from
Ynewledopable and presumably unprejudiced sources as Government, Forestry botanists and CSIRO scientists ?

TALKING OF THE CONTINUOUS LOSS OF THE FOREST - ARE WE ABOUT TO LOSE A BIT MORE OF THE ATHERTON ?

There was a nice, glossy brochure in a recent "Aust. Financial Review” urging investment in a tax 'lurk’' -
tea tree ofil plantation. The spiel included "A carefully selected site « about 15 minutes from the town of
Atherton. It is surrounded by mountains and experiences tropical rainfall and warm humid weather which is
conductive to plant growth, thereby increasing yields". "First access to high ylelding clones". "Borrow

the money to fnvest "(1) "98% tax deductibility ... etc." They probably supply all-day-suckers to all comers
as well, But seriously it 1s obvious that the latest investment fad - the Melaleuca exploitation
industry - is yet another environimental hazard to the 1ittle remaining wetland/Towland RF that has so far
managed to survive clearing, draining and general "improvement®. The unanswered question is - are the
“clones" a plant species, or merely the promoters ? Dare I say it, even the investors ?

SOME PEOPLE SAY POPULATION PRESSURE IS THE CAUSE OF VIRTUALLY ALL ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND SPECIES
EXTINCTIONS

Others who deny this argument are likely to be led by organised religions and other elements of big business,
all just wanting that 1ittle more market share and continual growth. The recent statement by the NSW

Premier, Bob Carr warning that Sydney's rate of growth is not sustainable and that environmental and finan-
cial costs to the community will be massive and perhaps unaffordable, should hopefully get a reasoned dis-
cussion underway.

It took tens of thousands of years, from the dawn of human history until 1830 for our numbers to reach one
billion, and just 100 years to add another billion. Each additional bil1lion took progressively, less time.
The last in just 12 years as it hit 5 billfon. 'Experts' tell us that world popn. will stabilise at about

10% billfon some time in the earlyish next century. Why that number and why at that time? They don't say.

Will every government ban propagation ? Pope change his attitude? We need to know.

In the meantime the federal government has 1ifted the immigration tar$et by 10,000 for next year and expects
96,000 new arrivals to further swell our ctities and diminish the quality of 1ife. The overflow will of
course join the disenchanted in moving to regional areas to settle. It {s unfortunate, and will ultimately
be to our great cost, that this dispersal tends to be directed to our most fertile productive agricultural
land in the most reliable rainfall areas. And who would want to 1ive anywhere but in these particular loc-
ations.anyway. They have a great climate, laid back 1ifestyle -~ only one big drawback, not enough amenities
or facilities. Naturally community pressure and big development profits ensure that a patch of RF gets
cleared for a8 sports field and car park, golfcourse expanded into adjacent 1ittoral RF,a hillside.cleared
for a shopping mall, while established market gardens and farmland §s subdivided for residential expansion.

This 1s exactly what is happening in far too many areas - in NSW examples can be seen in Port Macgquarie,
Coffs Harbour and Lismore way; Q1d. has the Cairns area, Mackay, Nambour and the south east; other States
have similar growth areas.

So it is not only Sydney's problem nor the other capitals and major cities, but the pressure of human numb-
ers is having an effect on every State, so it should be of national concern. And of course we are not Insul-
ated from the rest of the world - everywhere you look are people in cities, villages and rural areas. When
you get away to quiet or uninhabitated places, what do you see? Nature in all its glory, also other tourists
1tke ourselves., Getting away from {t all, but rarely on your own.
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BRIEFS FROM THE NEWSLETTERS OF THE BIG SCRUB ENVIRONMENT CENTRE BASED AT LISMORE N S W

For years we have been exchanging N/L's and I often quote items of interest from their publication. Lack of
space has often prevented me from including relevant {tems, but I have gone through the past 4 issues and
feel that the following should be retold.
LISMORE RF BOTANIC GARDENS A committee is working on methods to raise funds to acquire a 310 acre block 11 km
east of Lismore as a site for a great project. There 1s strong support locally for this, so it should be up
and running 1n the near future.
GLOBAL WARMING Threats to RF from a changing climate are already starting - effects of bushfires together
with the intentional burning of -the bush are taking. toll of once protected and secure fragments and forests
SIDE EFFECTS OF SMOKING One that {is rarely publicised is the environmental cost of Tobacco leaf production
In 3rd world countries, locals use the local RF as fuel for drying and curing the leaf. A ratio of 3ha of
forest to a ton of Tobacco §s leading to rapid forest loss in some cashecrop economies.
WHAT ARE WE CONSUMING ? A known 177 herbicides are registerdd for fruit, vegetable and grain production. tess
than 25% are re?ularly monitored, with many escn?ing surve{llence totally.
COURT CASES (a) Perth businessman gaoled for deliberately dumping chemical wastes into a river

(b) Common law upheld to protect stream quality by the award of damages against those respon-
sible for causing erosion by logging steep slopes 1n a catchment (in NSW)
PROPOSED LEGISLATION There is a move to enact a Threatened Species Act to cover plants and other classes of
life forms which would be covered by 'threatened species impact statements’. At present, the law covers only
vertebrates (except fish!), at least in NSW. :

WHATS WRONG WITH THE TIMBER INDUSTRY (The 'Scrubbers' and North East Forest Alliance both quote that eye-
opentng broadcast on ‘Earthbeat' Tast February when Dr A. Dragun spoke on the economics of the timber indus-
try.)Some of the figures listed are - Australian governm ents revenue from timber is around $110 million
while they spend at least $250 million on roadina, machinery and administration. The industry is costing the
taxpayer 140 million dollars pa. The number of people employed in narvesting and milling fs 11,800 cf which
half work for government agencies such as Forestry Depts. Only 600 are directly employed in woodchip produc-
tion. Over 60% of the timber resource provides less than 5% of the employment in the industry.

The timber industry quotes 59,000 as the number of pecple employed in the woodchip industry. This includes
those involved in paper manufacture, joinery and veneer manufacture. These Jobs are simply not at threat
from a reduction in native forest logging because most of their resource comes from softwood plantations.
Most of the woodchips produced from native forests is for export and has a miniscule contribution to local
jobs.

Between 1965 and 1985 wood production increased by 40% while industry Jjobs were cut by 40%. You can't blame
the Greenies for that, but sadly we do get the blame, together with half the other world problems.

THOSE BURN-OFFS AGAIN -- NSW NATIONAL PARKS ACCUSED OF GROSS INEPTITUDE OR STUPIDITY
A hazard-reduction burn was planned to annihilate 50 ha of Garigal NP, Sydney, on Sat. 8th Apr

il. Prior
weather forecasts predicted very strong winds, which were again confirmed on that morning. Despi thes
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warnings it was decided to go ahead with the burn. Naturally the blaze "got away", "escaped", "went out of
control". The danger so created caused the Pacific Hwy and Northern Freeway to be closed, and to alarm many
local residents. A similar s{ituation occurred last year when burning was deliberately carried out even though
strong winds were forecast resulting in many problems, including the loss of the very bushland that those

burm offs were meant to protect. Nothing learned, everything forgotten.

These acts indicate extreme negligence and brings the question as to what sort of people are responsible for
protecting our remaining fragments of bushland and everythinﬂ they shelter. Further criticsm was directed to
those people for the shamefu? ki11ing of many reptiles that had not yet gone into hibernation and to other
small invertebrates that could not escape :the out of contrdl fires. Why cannot these operations be done in
winter, on windless days. -

It would be interesting to hear of the reasons for these continual mistakes by the bureazucats involved.
JUST ANNOUNCED --- NSW TO GET MORE PARKS & WILDERNESS TO PROTECT HIGHM VALUE CONSERVATION AREAS

Depending on one's point of view, this decision is eithér a "massive land grab" or "protecting a vanishing
resource”. Full details have not yet been decided, but there are 4 new National Parks announced one of these
is in the Richmond Range and Toonunbar forests in northern NSW, located near the western section of Border
Ranges NP. We spent some time in that area about 10 years ago and were {impressed with some of the fine RF
habitat that hopefully still survives for -the enjoyment of others, .
Another 20 National Parks have been promised; some of these may be included in the one million ha of Wild-
erness that was announced a few days ago. This just shows what a bit of political committment can achieve.

In Dec.1993 the last government determined that 350,000 ha of the one million nominated would be given to
the "people of NSW as a Xmas Gift" (of something we aleady owned?). But on 9/9/94 Fahey made a humiliating
backdown and withdrew 240,000 or almost 70% of our "gift". Anyway, we have them now or will soon do so.

As Penny Figgis said at the time of withdrawal of Fahey's promise "W{lderness areas are our only recognition
that nature requires refuges, that humans do not have the right to domination over 'every square inch of the
earth, They are splendid, beautiful areas where nature and the biodiversity of all life can thrive and sur-
v;ve. With increasing pressure on our National Parks, theses areas are more and more vital for the survival
of nature'

The shadow mimister for forests is most upset with the decision, of course. Something about 25,000 jobs in
the timber industry throughout the state being in jeopardy. An interesting comment indeed, seeing that there
are not that many jobs involved, and most of those in the game are in the plantation softwood industry with
a relatively small % involved in RF and hardwood logging. There {s also a $60 million retraining and retren-
chment fund to assist those who may be unfortunate to lose thefr jobs. There will be other jobs created in
tourism and in administering and maintaining the Parks and Reserves. Obviously it is not all doom and gloom
and it is disappointing to see a member of a future government doing his best te divide the community, and
to stir up 111 will. Particularly when he admitted soon after he was allocated the shadow portfolio that
forestry was more political than scientific, and urged that a School of Fprestry be established at Southern
Cross University to ensure that foresters are trained in science, rather than politics. What a strange

admission this was.

ALL STATES HAVE FINALLY SIGNED THE NATIONAL FORESTS POLICY

Tasmania was the last State to hold out against this agreement, but finally signed up in April. Their long
delay was beneficial to the State, though not to the environment. They obtained a commitment that no more
World Heritage Areas would be nominated against their wishes, additional compensation for NOT destroying
some remaining old growth, and set about logging or clearfelling areas that would have been 1ikely to be
set aside as soon as the agreement was made
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