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P R O P A G A T I O I !  REPORTS 
F o l l o w i n g  i s  a p r o p a g a t i o n  report  f r o m  Queensland member M r s  Jan Sked, 

"Seed r a i  s i n g  methods - Method 1, - 3 p a r t s  (sometimes 2)  sand t o  1 p a r t  
peatmoss i n  i c e  cream c o n t a i n e r s  placed i n  f u l l  sun, Method 2 - S t r a i g h t  
moistened peatmoss i n  c lear  p l a s t i c  bags, Seed i s  placed i n  peatmoss i n  
bag, sealed w i t h  a t w i s t  t i e  and t i e d  onto c l o t h e s  l i n e  under house, This  
method was most successful  i n  t h e  warmer months, I have found t h a t  f r e s h  
seed g e r m i n a t e s  ve ry  quickly. O l d  seed w i l l  take many weeks o r  months and, 
i f  too  o l d ,  not at: a l l . ' '  
INDIVIDUAL RESULTS:-  

p l a n t e d  
5 p e i  i es g e r m i n a t i o n  p e r i o d  % g e r m i n a t i o n  Seed r a i s i n g  m i x  
B a r k l y a  15 days Mar 100% 3 p a r t s  sand + 1 peatmos 
s y r i n g i f o l i a  

Ba r k l  ya 12 days Sept 5 0% peatmoss i n  p l a s t i c  bag 
s y r i n g i f o l i a  

Castanospermum 12 weeks S ~ P  100% 3 sand / l  peatmoss 
a u s t r a l e  

Commersonia 13 days Mar 100% 3 sand/ l  peatmoss 
f r a s e r  i 

Cupan iops i s  18 days Nov 100% peatrnoss i n  p l a s t i c  bag 
s e r r a t a  

E r y t h r i n a  sp. 10 weeks Ma Y 8 0% 2 sand/ l  peatmoss 

Eugen i a Nov 
hodgk i n  son i ae 4 weeks 100% peatrnoss i n  p l a s t i c  bag 

Eugen i a 
r u b i g  inosa 

Feb 
23 days 100% I I I I I I I I 

Eugen i a  
w i  l s o n i  i 18 weeks 

Jan 
3 sand / l  peatmoss 

Eust rephus 
l a t  i f o l  i us 7 weeks ' 80% peatrnoss i n  p l a s t i c  bag 

S ~ P  

F l  i n d e r s  i a  Flov 
a u s t r a l  i s  13 days 90% 

H i c k s b e a c h i a  Nov 
p i n n a t i f o l i a  4 weeks 100% 2 sand/ l  peatmoss 

Leea 
i n d i c a  

Oct 
6 weeks 90% peatmoss i n  p l a s t i c  bag 

M i  1 l e t t  i a  
megasperma 12 weeks 5 0% 3 sand + 1 peatmoss 

S ~ P  

M i  1 l e t t i a  Mar 
megasperma 74 weeks 70% peatmoss i n  p l a s t i c  bag 



p lan ted  

Species ge rm ina t i on  p e r i o d  % g e r m i n a t i o n  S e e d r a i s i n g m i x  

Omalanthus 13  days , Jan 60% 3 sand/l peatmoss 

p o p u l i f o l i u s  

Omalanthus 5 days act 100% peatmoss i n  p l a s t i c  bag 
p o p u l i f o l i u s  

P i t tosporum 8 weeks Mar 75% 
rhombi fo l ium 

P lanchone l la  20 days No" 100% 
a u s t r a l  i s  

P lanchone l la  30 days Dee 100% 2 sand/ l  peatmoss 

eerwah 

Fo l l ow ing  i s  a p ropaga t ion  r e p o r t  f rom David Bray o f  Elands, N,S,W. 
p l  anted 

ge rm ina t i on  p e r i o d  Spec i es % g e r m i n a t i o n  S e e d r a i s i n g m i x  

Podocarpus 4 months S ~ P  ? sand 4/compost 1 

e l a t u s  

50% I I I I  
Planchone l la  37 days Dec 
a u s t r a l  i s  

95% I I I I 
Synoum 32 days Dec 
glandulosum 

10% I I I I 
Trochocarpa 18 months Jan 
l a u r i n a  

Psycho t r i a  33 days Dec ? 
l o n i c e r o i d e s  

43 days 2 5% I I I I  
Gloch id ion  Jan 
f e r d i n a n d i  

Hymenosporum 36 days 
f 1 avum 

.. 
Jan 

9 months 8 0% I I I  I  
Not01 aea Feb 
l o n g i f o l i a  >- 

C a l l  icoma 2 0% I I I I 8 months Feb 
s e r r a t  i f o l  i a  

Eustrephus 
l a t i f o l i u s  

Ca ldc l uv i a  
pan i cu l a ta  

Syzyg i um 
panicu la tum 

Mor inda 
jasmino ides 

Dysoxyl um 
fraseranum 

Clerodendrum 
tomentosum 

Syzyg i urn 
moore i 

L i nospad i x 
monostachyus 

E 1 aeodendron 
a u s t r a l e  

E l  aeocarpus 
r e t i c u l a t u s  

2 months 

7 months 

45 days 

5 months 

6 months 

8 months 

8 months 

11 months 

8 months 

18 months 

Feb 

Feb 

Feb 

Mar 

Mar 

- 

Mar 

Mar 

Mar 

Mar 

4 0% I  I I  I  

5 0% I I I I 

3 5% I I I I 

s t i l l  ge rmina t ing  " I '  



Next, w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t s  we have a p ropaga t ion  r e p o r t  f rom R ichard  R i l e y  o f  
Gra f ton .  - 

p l a n t e d  
Spec i es germina t ion  p e r i o d  % germinat  ion Seed r a i s i n g  mix  

Araucar i a  22 days Feb 8 0% sand + so i 1 
cunninghami i  

Araucar  i a  
b i d w i l l i i  

7 months Feb sand + s o i l  

Sche f f  1 e ra  6 months Oct 95% 
a c t i n o p h y l l a  

Castanospermum 4 months 
Aug 60% 

aus t  r a l e  

F i n a l l y  we have a p ropaga t ion  r e p o r t  f rom David Thomas o f  Sydney:- 
p l an ted  

Species ge rm ina t i on  p e r i o d  % ge rmina t ion  Seed r a i s i n g  mix  

A ba rema 1 month - 8 0% 
sap indo ides  

2 p a r t s  r i v e r  sand/ 
1 p a r t  peat moss 

I I I I Acacia  3 weeks - 8 0% 
melanoxylon 

Acmena 3 months Oct 7 0% 
brachyandra 

Acmena 
s m i t h i  i 

4 months Jun 

A1 e c t  ryon 2 monchs Dee 1 o n l y  1 1  , I I  

subc inereus 

A1 ph i t on  ia. 1 month Nov 4 0% 
exce 1 sa 

Aphananthe 14 months Mar 8 0% 
p h i 1  i p p i n e n s i s  

/!,I-aucar i a  
b idw i  11 i i 

3 months 

Archontophoenix  5 months 
Aug 70% 

a 1 exand rae  

Archontophoenix  8 months May 90% 
cunningharniana 

Aust romyr tus 2 months Dec 60% 
b idw i  1 1  i i 

Backhousia 2 months Feb 4 0% 
my r t  i f o l  i a  

Castanospermum 1 month - 
a u s t r a l e  

95% 

Cera tope ta l  urn 3 weeks Jan . 80% 
ape ta l  um 

Chrysophyl lum 2 months Dec 10% 
prun i fe ru rn  

C i ssus 3 months J un 2 0% 
a n t a r c t  i c a  

C l  erodendrum 1 week Feb 90% 
tomentosum 

Cordy l  i ne  1 i  months Ap r 90% 
f r u t  i cosa  

Cordyl  i ne  
s t r i c t a  

2 months - 7 0% 



. . 

Spec i es germina t ion  p e r i o d  p l a n t i n g  % ge rm ina t i on  Seed r a i s i n g  m ix  

Cryptpcarya 3 months - 8 0% 2 p a r t s  r i v e r  sand/ 
glaucescens 1 p a r t  peat moss 

Cryptoca rya  5 months May 7 0% 
l a e v i g a t a  va r  
bowe i 

33 months Mar 3 0% I I I I 
Cryptocarya 
r i g i d a  

D i p l o g l o t t i s  1 month Dec 7 0% 
cunninghamii  

E 1 aeocarpus 4 months Feb 5% 
k i  r t o n  i i 

E 1 aeocarpus 4 months J un 5 % 
r e t i c u l a t u s  

E l a t t o s t a c h y s  2; months J u l y  7 0% 
nervosa 

Emmenosperma 2+ months Nov 50% 
a l p h i t o n i o i d e s  

End i andra 
pubens 

6 months b:a y 10% 

Eust rephus 
l a t i f o l  i u s  

F l  i n d e r s i a  
a u s t r a l  i s  

2 months - 7 0% 

F l  i n d e r s i a  
xan thoxy la  

3 months Dec 7 0% 

G loch id i on  2 months Nov 90% I I I I 

f e r d i n a n d i  

Gymnostachys 4 months - 8 0% 
anceps 

Hymenosporum 2 months - 8 0% 
f 1 avum 

Jage ra  3 weeks Dec 6 0% 
pseudorhus 

L inospad ix  12 months - 60% 
monostachyus 

L i v i s t o n a  
a u s t r a l  i s  

2 months Dec 8 0% I I I I 

Macadamia 2 months - 8 0% 
i n t e g r i f o l  i a  

Me1 i a  3 months Ju l  
azederach va r 
a u s t r a l a s i c a  

Mu sa 
banks i i 

3 months blov 40% I I I I 

1 month - 7 0% I I I I 
Oreoca l l  i s  
wickhami i 

GROWING RAINFOREST PLANTS FROM CUTTINGS by Graham Q u i n t ,  

To d a t e  I have t r i e d  s e v e r a l  r a i n f o r e s t  spec ies f rom c u t t i n g s  and the  m a j o r i t y  
have not proved d i f f i c u l t  ro grow i n  t h i s  manner. I do use a m i s t i n g  system 
and the cuttinhs frame i s  i n  f u l l  sun so I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  hear ing  
whether the  fallowing spec ies can be grown as e a s i l y  w i t h o u t  m i s t i n g .  



The two l o c a l  spec ies  o f  D a v i d s o n i a  a r e  r a i n f o r e s t  t r e e s  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  as f o o d  p r o d u c e r s .  One, D a v i d s o n ' s  Plum grows t o  
12 me t res  and has l a r g e  ornamenta l  l eaves ,  
The Smooth Dav idson ia  i s  an unnamed, r a r e  t r e e  w i t h  s m a l l e r ,  h a i r l e s s  leaves,  
I t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a  few l o c a t i o n s  on t h e  N o r t h  Coast .  I t  i s  known t o  grow 
o n l y  f r o m  c u t t i n g s ,  f o r  t h e  seeds a r e  m y s t e r i o u s l y  s t e r i l e .  
These Dav idson ias  bear  p r o l i f i c  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  p lum s i z e  p u r p l e  f r u i t  w i t h  
c r imson  e d i b l e  f l e s h .  They can be used f o r  jams,  p i e s ,  j e l l i e s  and j u i c e s  and 
a r e  a l s o  s a i d  t o  make an e x c e l l e n t  \vine, 
$/henever I go bush I e a g e r l y  seek t h e  t a n g y ,  sometimes a r o m a t i c  f r u i t  o f  t h e  
L i l l y p i l l i e s  (Acmena and Syzygium s p e c i e s ) ,  a  welcome change f rom c u l t i v a t e d  
foods  
These p l a n t s  be long  t o  t h e  same b o t a n i c a l  f a m i l y  as  t h e  be t te r - known  E u c a l y p t s .  
The common L i l l y p i l l y  (Acmena s m i t h i i )  i s  a  t r e e  w h i c h  grows i n  c o a s t a l  f o r e s t s  
f r o m  G ipps land  ( ~ i c )  t o  Cape York  (QLD),  
As w i t h  many o t h e r  n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
i t s  f r u i t ,  
The Brush Cher ry  (Syzygium p a n i c u l a t u m ) ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  t h e  B i g  Scrub,  u s u a l l y  i s  
s a i d  t o  have t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  f r u i t  o f  t h i s  g roup ,  w i t h  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  
f l a v o u r  a l l  o f  i t s  own. 
The B l u e  L i l l y p i l l y  (S. coo lmin ianum)  and t h e  R i b e r r y  ( S .  l u e h m a n n i i )  a l s o  
p roduce  e x c e p t i o n a l  f r u i t .  
F r u i t s  f r o m  t h e  L i l l y p i l l i e s  can be e a t e n  raw, i n  jams and j e l l i e s .  
T h e i r  c l o s e s t  r e l a t i v e s  i n  I n d o n e s i a  and Sou th  Amer ica a r e  some o f  t h e  s t a p l e  
f r u i t s  f o r  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  
The Baup le  Nut ( ~ i c k s b e a c h i a  p i n n a t i f o l  i a )  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Macadamia, 
whose f o l i a g e  i t  resembles ,  b u t  w i t h  l a r g e r  l e a v e s  and more s t r i k i n g  
appearance,  I t  t o o  has a  f i n e  q u a l i t y  n u t ,  
The t r e e ' s  o rnamenta l  v a l u e  and sma l l  s i z e  ( 6  m  h i g h )  make i t  an i d e a l  t r e e  
f o r  t h e  back yard ,  
The N a t i v e  Tamar ind ( ~ i p l o g l o t t i s  a u s t r a l  i s )  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  r a i n f o r e s t  t r e e ,  
i t s  canopy crowned w i t h  l a r g e  coa rse  l e a v e s .  
I t s  f r u i t  i s  v e r y  s o u r - t a s t i n g  when e a t e n  raw, b u t  e x c e l l e n t  as a  f r u i t  d r i n k  
when d i l u t e d  w i t h  w a t e r  and sweetened t o  t a s t e .  
The N a t i v e  Tamar ind i s  a  member o f  - t h e  Sap indaceae b o t a n i c a l  f a m i l y  making i t  
c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h l y  rega rded  L i t c h i ,  Rambutan and Longan o f  South-  
e a s t  A s i a ,  
The Lacebark  K u r r a j o n g  ( ~ r a c h y c h i t o n  d i s c o l o r )  and t h e  Flame T ree  ( B ,  acer  if01 ium 
a r e  two l o c a l  t r e e s  commonly grown as o r n a m e n t a l s .  T h e i r  seeds a r e  e d i b l e  and 
can be ea ten  raw o r  r o a s t e d  and ground as  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  c o f f e e ,  
The Plum P i n e  (Podocarpus e l a t u s )  has been d e s c r i b e d  as hav ing  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  
i nd igenous  f r u i t s .  
The t r e e  i s  e l e g a n t  and renowned f o r  i t s  f i n e  q u a l i t y  t i m b e r ,  I t s  f r u i t  can be 
ea ten  rai.1, and p r o v i d e s  a  t a s t y  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a f r u i t  s a l a d ,  The f r u i t ' s  
m u c i l a g i n o u s  n a t u r e  a l s o  l e n d s  i t  w e l l  t o  j e l l i e s .  
L i k e  t h e  Plum P ine ,  t h e  B l a c k  App le  f r u i t  ( ~ l a n c h o n e l l a  a u s t r a l  i s )  needs t o  22 

ea ten  !vhen t h o r o u g h l y  r i p e ,  , . 
The f r u i t  a r e  l a r g e ,  a lmos t  b l a c k ,  p lum l i k e  up t o  5cm l o n g ,  sometimes founc In  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  on t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  f l o o r .  When s o f t  and r i p e  I f i n d  
t h e i r  f l a v o u r  l i k e  a c r o s s  between guava and c u s t a r d  a p p l e ,  W i t h  a  l i t t l e  
v a r i e t y  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h i s  c o u l d  e a s i l y  become an e x c e l l e n t  d e s s e r t  f r u i t .  
The huge cones o f  t h e  Bunya P i n e  ( A r a u c a r i a  b i d w i l l i i )  c o n t a i n  l a r g e  seeds akcut  
5 cm l o n g .  These a r e  s a i d  t o  be v e r y  t a s t y  n o i l e d  o r  r o a s t e d ,  and were 
c o n s i d e r e d  2 d e l i c a c y  by t h e  A b o r i g i n e s .  
O the r  t r e e s ,  shrubs and v i n e s  o f  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  have e d i b l e  f r u i t s ,  t u b e r s ,  
sends and i e a v e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  t o o  numerous t o  m e n t i o n  i n  t h e  space o f  t h i s  
a r t i c l e  
1 9 8 4  FEES 3 P E  Because o f  t h e  l o n g  p e r i o d  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  N e ~ ~ s l e t t e r ,  t h i s  
e d i t i o n  has keen e n l a r g e d  and p o s t e d  t o  a l l  p e r s o n s  who j o i n e d  t h e  Study Croca 
s i n c e  i t s  f o r m a t i o n .  A l l  pe rsons  who r e c e i v e d  N e w s l e t t e r s  1 & 2 and who 5 a v ~  
n o t  p a i d  any subsequent  f e e s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  f o r w a r d  $2 t o  cove r  1984 f ees .  
Those persons who have  fo rwarded  a  second s u b s c r i p t i o n  o r  v:ho have j o i n e d  in :he 
l a s t  15 months w i l l  b e  f i n a n c i a l  t i l l  3 1 s t  December, 1 9 8 4 .  (3.B.  P lease  submi: 
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  N e w s l e t t e r s .  O n l y  6 o f  o u r  80 members have s u b m i t t e d  
d e t a i l e d  p r o p a g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  and t h i s  makes c o n t i n u i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
n e w s l e t t e r s  d i f f i c u l t .  



CUTTINGS:- 

Species 

n - 
- -- 

P e r i o d  f o r  Root Fo rma t ion  C u t t i n g  M ix  

A l s t o n i a  s c h o l a r i s  2 months 
Rhodamnia rubescens 2 months 
P a s s i f l o r a  h e r b e r t  i ana  1 month 
Peperomia t e t r a p h y l l a  2 months 
E rva tam ia  a n g u s t i s e p a l a  1 month 
S t e r c u l i a  q u a d r i f i d a  2 weeks 
Gmel i n a  l e i c h h a r d t  i i 1 month 

50% sand 502 peatrnoss 
I I I I 

I I I I 

I I I I 

C u t t i n g s  were taken  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  manner w i t h  a  c u t  be low t h e  node and a  
na r row  s l i c e  o f  b a r k  removed t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  r o o t i n g  a r e a ,  Roo t i ng  
hormone powder used was " S e r a d i x  No 2" and t h e  c u t t i n g s  were p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
m i n i a t u r e  g l a s s  house w i t h  a u t o m a t i c  m i s t i n g ,  

Other  spec ies  wh ich  have p roved  s u c c e s s f u l  f r o m  c u t t i n g s  a r e  Tasmannia 
i n s p i d a ,  Ca lophy l l um i n o p h y l l u m  and P i s o n i a  u m b e l l a t a ,  

Both  t h e  P i s o n i a  and C a l o p h y l l u m  wou ld  be i d e a l  i ndoo r  p l a n t s .  The Ca lophy l l um 
i s  a  n o r t h e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  l i t t o r a l  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t  known as Beach Ca lophy l lu rn  
o r  A l e x a n d r i a n  L a u r e l  and has l a r g e  d a r k  g reen  f a i r l y  s t i f f  l eaves  w i t h  f i n e ,  
c l o s e  p a r a l l e l  v e n a t i o n ,  The c u t t i n g  was t a k e n  f rom a  p l a n t  wh ich  I  had grown 
f rom seed sent  i n t o  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  s t u c y  g roup  seed bank, 

PLANTS FOR ESTP.BLISHING A  RAINFOREST BUFFER ZONE 

There  a r e  a  number o f  p l a n t s  w h i c h  grow b o t h  i n  r a i n f o r e s t  and wet s c l e r o p h y l  
o r  even d r y  s c e l r o p h y l  f o r e s t .  Those p l a n t s  wh ich  e x i s t  n a t u r a l l y  i n  a  
comb ina t i on  o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  h a b i t a t s  wou ld  make i d e a l  b u f f e r  zone p l a n t s  
t o  p r o t e c t  a  p l a n t e d  o r  r e g e n e r a t i n g  r a i n f o r e s i ,  They a r e  t h e  p l a n t s  wh ich  
a r e  n o r m a l l y  f ound  on t h e  edszs oT r a i n f o r e s t s  and i n c l u d e  - P i t t o s p o r u m  
undu la tum (sweet ~ i t t o s ~ o r u m )  , Rapanea v a r i a b i  1 i s  ( ~ u t t o n w o o d )  , E laeocarpus 
r e t i c u l a t u s  ( ~ l u e b e r r y  ~ s h )  , Omalanthus popu l  if01 i u s   leedi ding ~ e a r t )  , 
P o l y s c i a s  sambuc i fo l  i u s  ( ~ l d e r b e r r y  panax ) ,  Backhous i a  m y r t  i f 0 1  i a  (Grey 
~ y r t l e )  , C a l l  icoma s e r r a t  if01 i a   l lack W a t t l e  - usua l  l y  near  c r e e k  beds) ,  
G l o c h i d i o n  f e r d i n a n d i  (cheese ~ r e e ) ,  Acrnena s m i t h i i   i illy P i l l y ) ,  Synca rp ia  
g lomul  i f e r a  ( ~ u r p e n t  i n e )  and E u c a l y p t u s  s p e c i e s  such as Sydney B l u e  Gum 
( ~ u c a l  y p t u s  s a l  i gna) . 
I have s u c c e s s f u l l y  grown B l a c k  W a t t l e ,  Cheese Tree, ' -Turpent ine  and L i l l y  
P i l l y  f r o m  seed. Sweet P i t t o s p o r u m  r a r e l y  needs p l a n t i n g  as i t  seems t o  
r e a d i l y  c o l o n i s e  s u i t a b l e  s i t e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Sydney Region.  B l u e b e r r y  
Ash can be grown f r o m  c u t t i n g s  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f r e s h  new young shoots  t h a t  
a r i s e  a f t e r  a  l a r g e  t r e e  has bee.n c u t  back.  

RAINFOREST TREES AS STREET PLANTINGS 

3ne o f  o u r  members has suggested t h a t  we p u b l i s h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on s t r e e t  
p l a n t i n g s  o f  v a r i o u s  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s  so I ' l l  s t a r t  t h e  b a l l  r o l l i n g  w i t h  
a  few t h a t  I know and p l e a s e  w r i t e  i n  i f  you know o f  o t h e r  s t r e e t  
p l a n t i n g s  so t h a t  we can p u b l i s h  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

Chapel Road, Bankstown (sydney) - l l l a w a r r a  Flame Trees ( ~ r a c h y c h i t o n  
a c e r  i f o l  i us)  

S t .  James Road, Sydney ( o p p o s i t e  Hyde P a r k )  - N a t i v e  Teak ( F l i n a e r s i a  a u s t r a l  i s  

" F l a v o u r  i n  N a t i v e  F r u i t s "  (by  P e t e r  Ha rdw ick  f o r  t h e  Year o f  t h e  ~ r e e )  

Our N o r t h  Coast (N.S.W.) r e g i o n  i s  n a t u r a l l y  endowed w i t h  a  l a r g e  number o f  
n a t i v e  e d i b l e  p l a n t  s p e c i e s ,  O the r  t han  t h e  Macadamia, t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  as 
deve loped food  p l a n t s  g e n e r a l l y  has been un recogn ised .  

Even w i t h o u t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  d f  c u l t i v a t e d  v a r i e t i e s ,  many l o c a l  p l a n t s  produce 
foods w i t h  e x c e p t i o n a l  f l a v o u r ,  One c o u l d  p r e d i c t  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
f ood  p l a n t s  \.vi 1 1  i n c l u d e  more o f  o u r  l o c a l  t r e e s .  
- 
 he r e g i o n ' s  m o i s t  s u b t r o p i c a l  c l i m a t e ,  geography and range o f  s o i l  t ypes  have 
produced a v a r i e t y  o f  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t s ,  each c o n t a i n i n g  i t s  own un ique  f l o r a  
adapted t o  s p e c i f i c  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  


