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GROUP ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

The years' 4 newsletters contained the customary balance of RF themes - horticulture, ecology, environmen- 
tal matters, economic and political influences, and conservation issues. There was criticsm from a couple 
of people on specific N/L content and perhaps a few who did not renew their membership took exception to a 
particular comment. So be itv- sensible discussion can not be undertaken with intolerant or 'thin skinned' 
individuals. There were complimentary letters and personal remarks from many who either generally agreed 
with the general tenor, or else were prepared to consider a different angle from accepted views that may 
have been held on an issue or two. 

W S G  activities were well supported in Brisbane with an average 10 15 people attending, though a couple 
of organised meetings and camwuts in NSW were poorly attended. Membership is around the same level as last 
year. The input to the N/L from individuals is pleasing, gradually increasing as time goes on. 

The Seed Bank was well supported and Patrick now encloses a 'results form' with each batch supplied so that 
we can record germination rates, apparent viability, etc. 

The usual appreciation should be passed on to those Regions who forward their regular journals to me to 
enter into our 'library' [would anyone like to refer to them, or borrow?). Thanks also to the many who have 
contributed to the Group in various ways - particularly Patrick "Seeds", Peter and Jeremy "Activity Organ- 
isers", Peter "Labels" and the various hosts to activities and meetings. 

Srrbscriptions 
Donations 
Bank Interest 

Income $ ' Balance B/F 1994 

15 $1140 m 

Expenditure $ 

printin; & Stationery 488 Balance C,F 1995 
Postage & Phone 512 
Repair Typewriter 2 0 $982 

1 m  
Note (1) Costs of 5 N/Ls are in these figures, and (2) many have paid 2 yeare subs. in advance, while 
several are well in front by their $20 for the next 4 years,so this has bloated our bank balance. But we 
have sufficient funds for the coming year with little in reserve, as I believe it should be. 

IT IS NOW THE TIME TO INTRODUCE OUR NEW MEMBERS 

With the usual warm welcome! Together with the hope that they gain some benefit and knowledge from their 
stay, but also that they pass on to the Group some of their own experiences, suggestions, or asking questions. 
*ROB CROSS.Roya1 Botanic Grdens, South Yarra Vic. MORTON KAVENEY. 100 Orana Rd, Ocean Shores NSW 

IAN DYER. 35 Hamilton Dr, COLLEEN KEENA. 222 Kangaroo Gully Rd, Bellbowrie Qld. 

* ~ o b  is the bloke who asked our Nth. Qld. Proteaceae, but I haven't had any info sent to me 
as yet. Anybody out there ? (See details on P.5 of the April N/L - No 28) 

MANY OF YOU HAVE RETURNED THE LITTLE QUESTIONNAIRE WITH YOUR SUBS 

For which 3 am most appreciative. (Eventually) I will summarise these and in conjunction with previous 
surveys, try and develop the N/L to cater for all interests. The only problem with this idea though, is 
t h a t  many of the suqqcstions and preferences are diametrically opposed to one another (to pinch a phrase 
from our SGRP SA Journal editoxf, so while you please some, others may take offence or be disappointed. 
One thing 1 d i d  notice as the last batch came back was that there is a surprising number of RFSG people 
who are either involved in or would like to learn more about bush regeneration. Very good to see. 

NOBODY VOLUNTEERED TO ASSIST WITH A GROUP DISPLAY AT SYDNEYS SGAP SPECTACULAR 

Which I found disappointing. Helen Joyce actually put up the display but was committed to spend her time 
elsewhere, so we had nobody involved to answer questions, or to spread the word. Perhaps next time ? 

OUR SEED BANK CURATOR IS Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Court Pine Mountain Q 4306 

' Patrick has a heap of seed just busting out of his storage and he is itching to get it out, into members 
hands. So make his day and send him your requests.together with a stamped SAE. Species available are - 
Alchornea ilicifolia Cassia marksiana 
Alyxia ruscifolia Cassine australis 
Araucaria cunninghamii Comersonia fraseri 
Archontophoenix alexandrae Cordyline petiolaris 
Atalaya salicifolia C. stricta 
Backhousia citriodora Doryanthes palmeri 
Barklya syringifolia Decaspermum parviflorwn 
Capparis arborea Elae,ocarpus grandi s 

Elaeocarpus reticulatus 
Flindersia xanthoxyla 
Hibiscus heterophyllus 
Hymenosporum flavum 
Jagera pseudorhus 
Lomatia arborescens 
Melia azedarach 
Microcitrus australis 

Nauclea orientalis 
Notelaea microcarpa 
Pandorea jasminoides 
ditto (pink) ditto (whi*) 
Passiflora sp (Cape Hillsbo) 
Pittosporum bicolor 
Stenocarpus sinuatus 
Syzigium wilsonii ssp. wilsonii 

kcent donations from - C Shackel, A Lyons, G ffosworthy & L Radunz. Thank you all. Anyone else to supply ? 

Some members have received s propagation sheet from Patrick to record your results. If all goes well this 
week, I will get copies printed and send out one of these with the N/L and hope that each of you will in 
turn have it copied and complete a sheet of the results that you get from any RF species you germinate. 
Especially species that are considered difficult, or those not usually in cultivation 
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PHIL LANE m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  J e r e m y  T r a h a i r  s p o k e  a t  h i s  Sychey SGAP G r o u p ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  I C I  s p o n s o r e d  ' E a r t -  
w a t c h  S c h o l a r s h i p '  i n  a  N t h .  Q l d .  R a i n f o r e s t .  ( S e e  J e r e m y ' s  c o m m e n t s  i n  o u r  N/L No. 2 7  f o r  a  s u m m a r y ) .  
P h i l  f e e l s  t h a t  RF p l a n t s  i n  p o t s  h a v e  a  q u a l i t y  a n d  b e a u t y  o f  t h e i r  own,  a n d  w o n d e r s  how p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s  
n c q l r c t c d  t h i s  c j r o u p ;  t h c n  a q a i n  t h e y  d i d n ' t  s h o w  much r e s p e c t  f o r  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s ,  l e t  a l o n e  t h e  f l o r a  
a n d  f a u n a .  

We a l w a y s  w e l c o m c  VAN KLAPHAKE w i t h  o p e n  a r m s  w h e n e v e r  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  g e t  u p  t h i s  way .  H e  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  a  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s u r v e y  o f  S i t a  P a r s o n ' s  p r o p e r t y  a n d  h a s  l i s t e d  404  n a t i v e  s p e c i e s  t o  d a t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s u r -  
p r i s i n a  1 0 0  w e e d s .  l l e r  p l a c e  i s  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  Comboyne P l a t e a u  a n d  c o m p r i s e s  c r e e k  f l a t s ,  g e n t l e  
s l o p e s , t o  s t e e p e l -  a r e a s .  I t  w a s  u s e d  f o r  d a i r y i n g  b a c k  i n  t h e  d a y s  p r e  t h e  Poms a b a n d o n i n g  c o l o n i a l  t r a d e  
f o r  t h e  d u b i o u s  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  Common M a r k e t , s o  h a d n ' t  b e e n  r e a l l y  d r a s t i c a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
g r o w i n n  o f  s i l a g e  a n d  f o d d e r  o n  t h e  f l a t s .  S o ,  1 0 0  w e e d s  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  my 
own e x p e r i e n c e .  I w o n d e r  how r e g i o n s  w h e r e  i n t e n s i v e  f a r m i n g  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i l l  r a t e  w h e n  t h e  a r e a s  a r e  
e i t h e r  a b a n d o n e d  o r  come u n d e r  a  m o r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  m a n g e m e n t  r e g i m e  ? B u t ,  o n  w i t h  t h e  s t o r y .  
1 s t a n d  o p e n  m o u t h e d  a t  times when Van p a u s e s  a t  some s p o t  a l o n g  a  t r a c k  a n d  names  p e r h a p s  1 0  s p e c i e s  o f  
a r o u n d - h u g g i n g  p l a n t s  - h e r b s ,  s e d g e s  a n d  g r a s s e s  - i n  j u s t  a f e w  m o m e n t s .  

I l l n e s s  h a s  k e p t  PAULINE CROFT f r o m  g e t t i n g  t o  B r i s b a n e  m e e t i n g s  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  h o p e s  t o  g e t  i n  t o u c h  a g a i n  
v e r y  s o o n .  We a l l  h o p e  t h a t  P a u l i n e  h a s  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  a g a i n  m a k e s  u p  t h e  n u m b e r s  a t  o u r  g e t - t o g e t h e r s .  

TED TEUTSCH h a s  s e n t  u s  a  p r e l i m i ~ r y s p e c i e s  l i s t  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s l ( a n d  o u r  new m e m b e r s ,  J o h n  & V i c k i  L l o y d )  
p r o p e r t y  a t  Dunqog.  They  h a v e  a  c a b i n  t y p e  t o u r i s t  a c c o m o d a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n e d  i n  a  p r e v i o u s  
N / L , .  Handy t o  some q r e a t  f o r e s t s  a r o u n d  D u n g o g / G l o u c e s t e r ,  A l l y n  R i v e r  a r e a  a n d  B a r r i n g t o n  T o p s  a n d  n o t  
t o o  Tar f rom t h r  d c l i q h t f u l  a s  y e t  u n s p o i l t  M y a l l  L a k e s  s y s t e m  o n  t h e  c o a s t .  ( M y a l l  L a k e s  N P  h a s  a  p o p -  
u l a t i o n  O F  t h e  r a r e  a n d  e n d a n q e r e d  C r y p t o c a r i a  f o e t i d a  among t h e  gems o f  i t s  f l o r a  p o p u l a t i o n ) .  
'l'hc 1 ) o s t c a r d  d e 1 ) l c t c d  t h c  l u s h ,  S'l'liP ' Y i d n e y  S c r u b '  o n  P r a s e r  I s l a n d ,  w h c r c  J O l l N  a n d  A N N A  LJT:NK r c c r n t l y  
h o l  i d a y e d .  Anna w r o t e  t h a t  i t  i s  a  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  i s l a n d  - RF so much l i k e  home ( P o r t  M o c t l u a r i e  NSW), 
c x c c p C  f o r  t h e  beautiful A n g i o p t c r i s  e v e c t a  a n d  S a t i n a y  t rees .  V e r y  f e w  w e e d s .  It. 's a b i r c l o ' s  p a r a d i s e  - 
W h i t c  c h r e k e d  ant i  S c a r l e t  I l o n c ) . e a t e r s  a r c  i n  p l a q u e  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  s h e  h a s  f a l l e n  i n  l o v e  w i t h  D o t t e r e l s .  
D i n q o  r o a m  e v e r y w h e r e  j u s t  l i k e  s u b u r b a n  p o o c h e s .  

GRAIIAY NOSWORTIIY t o o k  a  b r e a k  away f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  RF a n d  r e c e n t l y  s p e n t  5 d a y s  away i n  w e s t c r n  Q l d . ,  o u t  
n e a r  Q u i l p i e  s e e k i . n q  t h e  r e d  f l o w < i n g  H a k e a  s p .  N o r a .  T h i s  i s  v e r y  r a r e  a n d  f e w  p e o p l e  know a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  
a b o u t  i t  b u t  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a  l o c a l  g r a z i e r  Graham managed  t o  f i n d  i t .  On t h e  way home h e  c a l l e d  i n  t o  
s e e  O l i v e r  C a r t e r ,  a s  d o  many o t h e r s  t o  c a t c h  u p  o n  " M a n n a ' s "  w o r k .  He a l s o  m e n t i u n e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  s e a s o n  
a r o u n d  P u l l e n v a l e  h a s  b e e n  f a i r l y  g o o d ,  s u c h  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,  a n d  t h a t  a  r e c e n t  h i g h l i g h t  o f  
tiis q a r d c n  h a s  b e e n  t h e  f l o w e r i n g  o f  E l a c a o c a r p u s  b a n c r o f t i  a f t e r  s u c h  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  w e l l  w o r t h  
w a i t i n g  t o r .  V c r y  l a r g e  f l o w c r s  - i t ' s  a  b e a u t y .  

G r a d u a l l y  s e t t l i n g  i n  a t  t h e  Gympie  p r o p e r t y ,  AUGUST FRICKE m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  h e  w i s h e d  t o  h a v e  m o r e  t i m e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  C o o l o o l a  N . P .  (Remember t h e  b i g  f i g h t  we g r e e n i e s  h a d  t o  w a g e  
s o  many y e a r s  a g o  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  u n i q u e  p l a c e  b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  s a n d  m i n e r s  ? )  A u g u s t  s a y s  t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  t r e a s u r e s  a r o u n d ,  s o m e  h u g e  t rees h a v e  s u r v i v e d  i n  i n a c c e s s i b l e  p l a c e s .  I t ' s  b e a u t  ! 

A member c l o s e  t o  " B o o y o n g " ,  KARL ANDERSON o f  ~ i l l a b a k h  r e t u r n e d  t o  Sweden  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  w a s  
u n a b l e  t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d  Thomas  C a r l s s o n ,  so: h e  w e n t  b a c k  i n  J u l y  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  
T h o m a s ' s  A u s s i e  RF r e a l l y  l o o k s  l i k e .  I h o p e  t h a t  h e  d i d  m a k e  c o n t a c t ,  e v e n  i f  o n l y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  T  C  t o  
come o u t  h e r e ,  a n d  see s o m e  o f  o u r  f o r e s t s  " i n  t h e  f l e s h " .  

J u s t  a b o u t  s e t t l e d  i n  a t  R u t h e r g l e n  ( a  d e l i g h t f u l  s p o t  i n  N . E . V i c )  PETE SMITH w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  r e a l :  
i s e  t h e  e f f o r t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  m o v e .  S u r v i v e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  V i c  w i n t e r  ( j u s t ) ,  w h i l e  t h e  f a m i l y  i s  e n j o y i n g  
t h e  e x t r a  s p a c e  o f  t h e i r  c o u p l e  o f  a c r e s ,  a d d i n g  d u c k s  a n d  h o r s e s  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t  a n i m a l s . " ~ a d l ~ ,  RF p l a n t s  
h a v e n ' t  f e a t u r e d  a m o n g s t  o u r  r e c e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  when t h i n g s  s e t t l e  down e v e n  m o r e  a n d  t h e  w e a t h e r  warms 
u p ,  I h o p e  t o  g r o w  some t h i n g s ,  b u t  may h a v e  t o  c h a n g e  my f o c u s  s o m e w h a t . '  

O u r  G r o u p  h a s  a  h i g h  % o f  m e m b e r s  a c t i v e  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f i e l d  - DANIE ONDINEA s a y s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  s e t  
up a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  c a l l e d  D e s i g n i n g  F o r  W i l d l i f e .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g  s h e  w a s  d o i n g  b a t t l e  f o r  some 

h e a t h  I - e m n a n t s  o n  a  g o l f  c o u r s e ,  p l u s  w o r k i n a  f o r  a  f e w  c o u n c i l s  o n  m i n o r  c o n s u l t a n c y .  We w j s h  y o u  e v e r y  
s u c c e s s  a n d  t r u s t  y o u  a c h i e v e  l o t s  o f  w i n s .  ( O t h e r s  who I am a w a r e  o f  w i t h  a n  i n \ r o l v e m e n t  i n  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s u l t a n c y  a r e  D a v i d  T h o m a s ,  R o b e r t  P a y n e  a n d  G a r r y  D a l y .  T h e  f o u r  o f  t h c m  l i v e  i n ,  o r  
c l o s e  t o  S y d n e y ) . M a y b e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  d o  t h i s  s o r t  o f  w o r k  - i f  s o  y o u  s h o u l d  l e t  me know a n d  I w i l l  m e n t i o n  
~t i n  t h r s c  p a n e s .  P e r h a p s  some b u s i n e s s  c o u l d  come y o u r  way t o r  l t  i s  certainly o t  i n c r e a s i n q  d e m a n d  i n  
o u r  s o c i e t y .  

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE "FAIRIES PAINTBRUSH" - ARCHIDENDRON GRANDIFLORUM ? 

G e o f f  Warn i s  s e e k i n g  i n f o  o n  t h i s  p l a n t ,  s a y i n g  " I s a w  t h i s  t ree i n  f l o w e r  a t  O ' R e i l l y ' s  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o  
a n d  w i t h  s u c h  l o v e l y  f l o w e r s  I t h o u g h t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a  p o p u l a r  g a r d e n  t r e e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  i t  d o e s n ' t  g r o w  

t o o  b i q  b u t  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  i t  i n  a n y  n u r s e r i e s .  I t  may b e  a v a i l a b l e  u p  n o r t h  b u t  I d i d n ' t  f i n d  a n y  o n  o u r  
r e c e n t  j a u n t .  F l o y d  s t a t e s  t h a t  f r e s h ,  s c a r i f i e d  s e e d  i s  n e e d e d  f o r  p r o p a g a t i o n ,  s o ,  h a s  a n y o n e  h a d  a n y  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h i s  t r e e ?  I s  a n y  s e e d  a v a i l a b l e ?  W i l l  it g r o w  s o  f a r  s o u t h  ( W o l l o n q o n q ) ?  
Would a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  a l l  o n  t h i s  o n e .  G e o f f  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  h e  i s  s t a r t i n g  t o  p l a n t  o u t  
: ; c > r n c  (11 I1 i:; lonq-Lin ic  ~ , o L t c d  1 2 1  a11l s a1 L h c  ncw r c s i d c n c c  ( p c r h a p s  s o m c  n C  y o u  w i l  1 rc~mcnilbcl- Ll iaI.  CroTT 
s e n t  u s  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  h e  w a s  g r o w i n g  o n  t h e  home u n i t  b a l c o n y ,  a  c o t p l e o f  y e a r s  a g o )  

WHICI I  I S  A MOST CONVENIENT LEAD-IN TO J O  BENYONS UPDATE ON LONG HELD POT PLANTS PUT INTO THE GROIJND 

Some y e a r s  a g o ,  J o  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n d o o r  p l a n t s  t h a t  h a d  g o t  a  b i t  l o n g  
i n  t h e  t o o t h .  T h e y  w e r e  p l a n t e d  o u t  a n d  i n  a n s w e r  t o  my r e q u e s t  f o r  a p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t ,  a l l  u r g e n t  j o b s  
w e r e  d e f e r r e d  w i t h  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  a  r a m b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  ' j u n g l e ' .  Some o f  t h e  p l a n t i n g  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e ,  

c. t h e r s  w e r e  p l a n t e d  i n t o  a  b u r n t  a r e a  u n d e r  b i g  E u c s  a n d  w i t h  n o  o t h e r  c o m p e t i t i o n .  H o w e v e r  s u b s e q u e n t  
r e g r o w t h  o f  b a e c k i a ,  w a t t l e s ,  t i - t r e e ,  g a h n i a  e t c  swamped many o f  t h e m .  T r e e  f a l l s  d a m a g e d  a  f e w  s u r v i v o r s .  

Some h a v e  s u r v i v e d  t o  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  - T r i s t a n i o p s i s  l a u r i n a  d o i n g  w e l l  a t  a b o u t  3$m h i g h ,  i s  a b o v e  t h e  
c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  l o o k s  h e a l t h y .  D y s o x y l o n  f r a s e r i a n u m  ( p r o b a b l y )  h a s  a b r o k e n  o f f  s t e m ,  i t s  r e m a i n i n g  m e t r e  
h a s  3 weak  s i d e  s h o o t s  " h a n q i n g  o n " .  A l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  t h e  S t e n o c a r p u s  s i n u a t u s  s t e m  w a s  b r o k e n  a  c o u p l e  o f  
y e a r s  a q o ,  b u t  a  c o p p i c e  s h o o t  i s  a b o u t  lm h i g h  a n d  l o o k s  h e a l t h y .  A G e i s s c l i s b e n t h a m i i  b a r e l y  h u n g  o n  f o r  
a  f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e  " c a r k i n a " ,  w h i l e  n e a r b y  a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  s p e c i e s  l o o k s  c r o o k ,  b u t  w i t h  a  m e r e  c o u p l e  o f  
y e l l o \ ! l s h  l e a v e s ,  i t  c a n '  b e  i d e n t i f i e d .  A  R h o d o s p h a e r a  r h o d a n t h e m a  w a s  p u t  i n t o  a n  o p e n  a r e a ,  u n b u r n t  
s i n c e  1 9 8 3  a t  I c a s t ,  b u t  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  l o t s  o f  C a l l i c o m a  s e r r a t i f o l i a ,  s e d g e s  e t c , h a s  t r i e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  
l i q h t .  I t  i s  a b o u t  2.6m h i  I1 w i t h  a  v e r y  s p i n d l y , t r u n k  j u s t  4cm d i a  a t  t h e , b a s e  a n d  n a r r o w i n g  t o  1 . 5 c m  a t  
,:he t o [ ,  w h e r e  a  s m a l l  r o s e ? t e  o f  l e a v e s  a r e  h a n g l n g  o n ,  accompanied b y  5 l l t t l e  b u n c h e s  o f  l e a v e s  l o w e r  
d o w n , t h o u g h  a l l  l o o k  h e a l t h y  e n o u g h .  I n  a  s p a r s e l y  v e g e t a € e d s p o t a l s o  u n b u r n e d  f o r  a g e s  a  Brown p i n e  - 
 d do carpus e l a t u s  - l o o k s  h e a l t h y  t h o u g h  w i t h  s p a r s e  f o l i a g e ,  a t  2.3m h i g h  a n d  1 . 3 m  w i d e ,  w h i l e  2  Hoop p i n e s  
~ r a u c a r i a  c u n n i n g h a m i i  h a v e  d o n e  b e s t .  One i s  3m h i g h  x 2m w i d e  a n d  l o t s  o f  new,  h e a l t h y  g r o w t h .  T h e  o t h e r  



I -  3m h l q h ,  t h e  b o t t o m  b r a n c h e s  a l m o s t  3m wlde  a n d  lots o f  heal thy new growth. These pines ,  like a l l  the 
o t h e r  species had been  l n d o o r  f o r  y e a r s ,  and w e r e  n o t  pruned before planting out (they were about lkm h i g h  
a t  t h a t  t l m e )  . They d i d  n o t  d o  much f o r  t h e  f i r s t  couple of  yegrs, and then seemed to take off. Perhaps i t  

t o &  t l m e  f o r  new r o o t s  t o  qrow down and  g e t  e s t a b l i s h e d ?  None of t h e  plant s  have rea l ly  been given any T Z ,  
t h o u a h  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  were  q l v e n  some b l o o d  and b o n e  a t  the time of planting. AaI 
Other spacies  planted on the property include s Huon Pine, Dacridium Eranklinihis slow growing but lmka 
very healthy:  while another Tas. plant - a Callitria RP(?) is 3m tall though very spindly. Tried another 
, n t t p l ~  nt n a r k  Mans hut thry also d i d  nut sa+vfve. R ~ u i d e s  the  problem o f  cornpotition f r n m  natural req- 
rqwt lr .  waLlabIcs cat  lots of  t l ~ i n g s ,  nmd Ja has reluctantly decided to give  up planking a8lytt1irry out  I Y I  
r Irc * Ir ish".  local RF spec it?^ nrr: appar inq  natural ly  and regularly, so every effort w i l l  hr ma& to keep 
f i r e  out and allow them form a natural succession. 
On a p e r s o n a l  n o t e ,  t h e  Benyons have  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  s t a y  i n  USA, b a b y s i t t i n g  2 g r a n d c h i l d r e n  w h i l e  
t h r  "lire' is a r r i v i n g , a n d  h e l p i r  ) u t  ' ' ' ; ea  ' da 

. - .  . - 
QUESTION ON GETTING-THE PEANJT TREE - STERCULIA QUIDRlFlDI ET SEED 

,LLi Wallum ( H e a t h  p l a n t s  ) e x p e r t ,  B a r b a r a  H e n d e r s o n  r e c e n t l y  w r o t e  W L L J ~  dn u p d a t e  o f  c u r r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  
m d  wonders  j f  anyone  c a n  t e l l  u s  i f  t h e  s p e c i e s  r e q u i r e s  more t h a n  o n e  p l a n t  t o  b e a r  f r u i t  7 She h a s  a  
p l a n t  i n  t h e  n a t i v e  f r u i t s  g a r d e n  which  f l o w e r e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  fo rm a n y  f r u i t .  P e r h a p s  i t  was n o t  
q i v e n  enouqh  w a t e r ,  t hough  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  n e a r b y  p l a n t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c r o s s  p o l l i n a t i o n .  

A s i n g l e  B l u e b e r r y  Ash ,  E l a e o c a r p u s  r e t i c u l a t u s ,  3  y e a r s  o l d  f l o w e r e d  and  f r u i t e d  e a r l i e r ,  a s  d i d  a  p h y l l -  
a n t h u s  s p .  less t h a n  2 y e a r s  o l d .  A n o t h e r ,  t h e  l o c a l  C e l a s t r u s  s u b s p i c a t u s ,  c o n s t a n t l y  f l o w e r s  and f r u i t s  
t.hough ~t no d o u b t  f c r t i l i s e d  by p l a n t s  s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  w i l d ,  i f  i t  i s  n o t  s e l f - p o l l i n a t i n o .  E v o d i e l l a  
m u e l l e r i ,  wh ich  was w h i p p e r - s n i p p e d ,  h a s  r e c o v e r e d  b e a u t i f u l l y ,  and i s  t h e  same s i z e  a s  t h e  o n e  p l a n t e d  t o  
r e p l a c e  i t  and  t h a t  would  have  been  w i t h i n  2  - 2% y e a r s ;  b o t h  now l m  o r  s o  h i g h .  

B a r b a r a  mentioned i n  p a s s i n g ,  " s t i l l  l o s i n g  Wallum and a l l  o t h e r  h a b i t a t s  a r o u n d  SE O l d .  I t  i s  l l k e  a  s l o w  
c a n c e r - i t  I lappens  g r a d u a l l y  and  u n c e a s i n g l y .  The p o l l i e s  make a l l  s o r t s  o f  e x c u s e s ,  b u t  none o f  them i s  

r e a l l y  e f f e c t i v e .  . . . . . .  n e e d  t o  work h a r d  on e d u c a t i n g  t h e  m a s s e s " .  (Ed.  Yes  B a r b ,  and  i f  we d o n ' t  s u c -  
c c r d ,  we may a s  w e l l  q i v e  j t a l l  away. 

A N  UPDATE ON BETTY RYMER'S KENTHURST (SYDNEY) GARDEN 

T ~ C  RF p l a n t s  l o o k  good  a f t e r  autumn r a i n  and r u n - o f f  t h r o u g h  o u r  ' e a s e m e n t ' ,  e s p e c i a l l y  T r e e  F e r n s  & Cord- 
y l i n e s .  An A n q i o p t e r i s  e v e c t a  i s  now a  good s i z e ,  C a s s i a  m a r k s i a n a  grown f rom s e e d  a b o u t  9 y e a r s  a g o  must  
he 2 0 f t  h i q h  b u t  n e v e r  f l o w e r s .  D y s o x y l o n ,  F l i n d e r s i a  s c h o t t i a n a  and  A l l o x y l o n  p i n n a t u m  ( I ' v e  been  warned 
Chis o n e  c a n  d r o p  d e a d  a n y t i m e )  a r e  g o i n g  w e l l ,  my Bunya a n d  a l l  t h e  S y z i g i u m s  a r e  g rowing  r a p i d l y  w h i l e  
Ruck inghamia  c e l s i s s i m a  t h a t  I g r e w  f rom s e e d  6 y e a r s  a g o  had  o n e  f l o w e r  s p i k e  t h i s  y e a r  - s o  t h e r e  i s  
alwa1.s hope !  

WHILE HERE AT "BOOYONG" AN EXCEEDINGLY HEAVY JULY FROST DID HEAPS OF DAMAGE 

And no d o u b t  was  s e r i o u s  a t  many o t h e r  members p r o p e r t i e s .  T h a t  f r o s t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have  affected much 
o f  t h e  NSld c o a s t ,  and p r o b a b l y  i n l a n d  a r e a s  a s  w e l l .  An e l d e r l y  loca l  rcsidant c1,aimed t h a t  i t  was  t h c  
,wors t  he  had e v e r  s e e n  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  w h i l e  t h e  e F f e c t s  here were not o n l y  on our l i m i t e r 1  RI '  p l s n t i n n s ,  
- B e t t y  Rymer g a v e  u s  some o f  h e r  Buck inghamia  s e e d l i n g s  years a g o  w h i c h  we diligently nursprl i l lnnct ,  p u t  
o n e  o u t  2  y e a r s  a g o  when a b o u t  30cm h i g h  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  like i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  htiriq on for aqes and d u l y  d l e d .  
However we d e c i d e d  t o  p l a n t  o u t  o u r  p o t t e d  ( p r i d e  and  joy) specimen e a r l i e r  t h i s  )?ear as  i t  W A S  i l l s t  it\-r~. 

4 f t  t a l l  b u t  now l o o k s  m o r t a l l y  wounded. A s  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  Nth 0. species Fared j u s t  a s  I ~ a d l y  tllouqh most 
o f  them were  w e l l  a d v a n c e d ,  t h o u q h  a  G r e v i l l e s  b a i l e y a n a  i s  totally unaf  Pected. Kven pnt:lcd f c ? - n s ,  and l.)lr 
o d d  e x o t i c  on  o u r  p r o t e c t e d  ( d o w n h i l l - f a c i n g )  v e r a n d a h  w e r e  h i t .  

111 thc C o r e s t ,  n o t  o n l y  w e r c  t h i n g s  l i k e  C r o t o n  v e r r a u x i i ,  Rhodamnia r u b e s c c n s ,  C l a o x y l o n  a u s t l - a l c ,  1,'i c u s  
c o r o n a t a  damaged t o  some e x t e n t ;  H i b i s c u s  h e t e r o p h y l l u s  v e r y  b a d l y  ' b u r n t ' :  r e a s o n a b l y  l a r q e  ( 2 0  -30 f t .  
h i g h )  S t i n g e r s ,  D e n d r o c n i d e  e x c e l s a  - f o r  t h e  2nd y e a r  i n  a  r o w ; - T a m a r i n d s ,  D i p l o g l o t t i s  a u s t r a l i s  C J a g e r a  
~ ~ ! ; c ~ u d o r l ~ u s  L l ~ c  Foambark w c r c  o b s c r v c d  w i t h  damaged t o p  l e a v e s ,  ncw g r o w t h  I s u p l ~ o s e .  

S j r i c e  t h e n  i t  h a s  been  b o n e  d r y ,  wh ich  I would  i m a g i n e  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  more f r o s t - a f f c c t c d  p l a n t s  
h a v e  a s l i m  c h a n c e  o f  r e c o v e r i n g .  Our w i n t e r  r a i n f a l l  t o t a l l e d  a  mere  2 9 m 1 ,  j u s t  o v e r  t h e  i n c h ,  f o r  t h o s e  
3 m o n t h s .  Cou ld  b e  a  bad  summer, t h o u g h  i t  i s  now r a i n i n g  ( 2 n d  S e p t ) w i t h  1 % "  s o  f a r .  

Do o t h e r  members have  a n y t h i n g  t o  p a s s  on  a b o u t  f r o s t  damage ,  o r  s u r p r i s e  s u r v i v o r s  2 

FURTHE REPORT VANDALISM 3LIVER RRTERS IOWOOMBA NURSE1 

O l i v e r  s e n t  u s  news on t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  G a t t o n  C o l l e g e  h a v e  o f f e r e d  him f r e e  and  s a f e  s t o r a g e  f o r  
1 o r  2 s p e c i m e n s  o f  h i s  r a r e r  o r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  s p e c i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a s s i s t a n c e  by  i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d  l a b -  
o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  an  e f f o r t  a t  embryo r e s c u e  o f  a b o r t e d  s e e d s / f r u i t s  o f  i n t e r - s p e c i f i c  S y z i q i u m  h y b r i d s .  
I t  i s  q u i t e  common f o r  h y b r i d  embryos  t o  c e a s e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  some s t a g e ,  when t h e y  a r e  a b o r t e d  b e f o r e  
t h e y  a t t a i n  s u f f i c i e n t  g r o w t h  t o  b e  v i a b l e .  

One example  o f  t h e  l o s s e s ,  and  s e r i o u s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  r e s e a r c h  and p l a n t  brcedinq i s  :- A Syr ig iu rn  
w i l s o n i i  s s p  w i l s o n i i  s p e c i m e n  h a s  been  c a r e f u l l y  ( a n d  e x p e n s i v e l y )  nnrturcd  for 4 years. Tllcl-r wcrc 15 
f l o w e r  s p r a y s  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  o p e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  2-4-ST was sprayed. Though the p l a n t  has  survived,  i t  
i s  s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d  and e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  may r e c o v e r ,  i t  w i l l  c e r t a j . n l y  n o t  bc i n  t i m c  Tor i t .  1 - 0  f l o w c r  n e x t  
summer. T h i s  o n e  e v e n t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e r i m s a s  i t  was intended to  use i t s  pollen on m a n y  other sywcies. 
Though o t h e r  w i l s o n i i s  a r e  i n  n u r s e r y  s t o c k ,  t h e y  may be not mature enough to be expected to flower s o o n .  
T h e r e  were  2  h y b r i d s  on t h e  way t o  d e v e l o p i n g  f r u i t  - a Syziqi i l rn  eucalyptoides x wilsonii which qot sprayed 
and  i s  now h i s t o r y , a n d  a  S y z i q i u m  jambos x w i l s o n i i  t h a t  is now j u s t  l2cm h i g h  w h i c h  l u c k i l y  s u r v i v e s ,  As 
J b e l i e v e  m a t u r e ,  p o t t e d  S .  w i l s o n i i  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  i t  seems my b r e e d i n g  w o r k  w i t h  t h i , s  
p l a n t  i s  h e l d  u p  f o r  2 y e a r s  now. And on t h e  t e c h n i c a l  s i de  of h i s  activities, O l i v e r  says - 
"Chromosone d o u b l i n g ,  a g a i n  i n  d o z e n s  o f  s p e c i e s ,  i s  h e l d  up  or is  delayed f o r  2 years .  T a k e  t h e  example of 
C a l l i s t e m o n  c i t r i n u s  v a r  a n g e l a .  The t o p  o f  a  s m a l l  p l a n t  was t r e a t e d  w i t h  a s o l u t i o n  of calchicene which,  
d o u b l e d  t h e  u s u a l  d i p l o i d  (2N) c e l l  ch romosone  number  to the t e t r a p l o i d  (4N) ch romosone  no. This resulted 
i n  a more v i q o r o u s ,  u p r i g h t  s h o o t .  The a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  4N fo rm i s  i n c r e a s e d  v i q o u r  w i t h  possible larqrr 
f lowers .  I  h a v e  t o  s t a r t  a g a i n ,  s a y  6 mon ths  t o  g e t  c u t t i n g s  g o i n g ,  a n o t h e r  6 f o r  i t  t o  r p c o v e r  f rom 
c o l c h i c i n e  t r e a t m e n t ,  and  t h e n  a t  l e a s t  a n o t h e r  y e a r  b e f o r e  i t  i s  b i g  enough t o  f l o w e r .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  minimum 
of 2 y e a r s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r e a t e d  p l a n t  would  h a v e  f l o w e r e d  d u r i n g  au tumn,  o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s p r i n g . "  

A s  I s a i d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  we a r e  a l l  s a d d e n e d  by t h a t  e p i s o d e ,  a n d  c a n  o n l y  wi sh  him w e l l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o u r  
h o p e s  t h a t  a  t o t a l  r e c o v e r y  o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h  and e x p e r i m e n t s  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  a  r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  s c a l e .  



i~IEMRERS LETTERS RECENTLY RECEIVED 

There were many s n i p p e t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  from Sydney ' s  M I M I  GODFREY t h a t  s h e  mentioned i n  h e r  n o t e  e n c l o s i n g  
t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h a t  w a n t u l ~  and C o t a l l y  u n n e c e s s a r y  d e s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  D a i n t r e e ,  c o v e r i n q  a  numher n f  a r e a s  
of  our  n o r t h .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  M i m i  h a s  had many t r i p s  around t h e  t o p  e n d ,  i s  v e r y  keen on t h e  r e g i o n s  b o t -  
any and h a s  an e x t e n s i v e  h e r b a r i a  g a t h e r e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  Her comments i n c l u d e  - 
' T  havc bccn o v c r l a n d  t w i c e  t o  a s  f a r  a s  w e i p a ,  and a l s o  once  r i g h t  t o  t h e  t o p  - o v e r l a n d .  T hope t o  qet 
back n e x t  y e a r  on a  t r i p  from C a i r n s  - Cape T r i b  - Bloomfie ld  - t o  The Top i f  t h e  t o u r  I'm doing  from Darwin 
w i t h  ~ u s t .  Eco Adventures  t u r n s  o u t  OK.  I have n o t  t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  them b e f o r e .  They a r e  a  4wd mob and c a n  
g e t  me i n t o  p l a c e s  on t h e  Cape where I ' v e  n e v e r  managed t o  r e a c h  p r e v i o u s l y .  I am g o i n g  t o  have a  week on 
my own i n  Darwin a l s o ,  and somehow I ' m  g o i n g  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  Herbarium a t  P a l m e r s t o n .  L i k e  t o  g e t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of  some of  t h e  p l a n t s  up t h e r e  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  found y e t  - e . 9 .  Lysophyllum b ina tum,  H a r r i s o n i a ,  which s h o u l d  
be around t h e  E a s t  Darwin a r e a  somewhere." " I ' m  g l a d  t o  s e e  y o u r  recommendation o f  t h e  Black-  
down Tableland. I ' v e  been t r y i n q  t o  convince  f e l l o w  members (Connie & I a n  McPherson) t o  go up t h e r e  - a  
b e a u t  s p o t .  Also t o  go t o  Tondoon Gardens a t  G l a d s t o n e  which a r e  g r e a t .  B e t t e r  t h a n  Rocky ' s  b i c e n t e n n i a l  
(;ardcn - b c t t r r  s c t  ou t  w i t h  p l a n t s  from t h e  same a r e a  k e p t  t o g e t h e r  i n  b e d s . "  
"Readinq of  O l i v e r  C a r t e r ' s  Toowoomba n u r s e r y  b e i n g  v a n d a l i s e d  i n  o u r  N/L, reminded me o f  what happened 
l a s t  New Y e a r ' s  e v e  a t  Miss ion  Beach. Norm Byrnes (who used t o  be  w i t h  Darwin and l a t e r  B r i s b ; l ~ ~ c  Herbar1  
was do ing  a  m a q n i f i c e n t  job a t  Miss ion  w i t h  an Environment  p r o j e c t  - a  l o t  t o  do w i t h  Cassowary food  - a  
o t h e r  f i e l d s  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was burned down, a r s o n  s u s p e c t e d .  I ' d  s a y ,  b e i n g  New Years  e v e ,  p r b a b l y  by 
drunken l o u t s .  The b u i l d i n g  was i n s u r e d ,  b u t  t h e y  had j u s t  q o t  a  d i s p l a y  t o g e t h e r  and Norm l o s t  a l l  h i s  
spec imens ,  r e c o r d s ,  books e t c  t h a t  were n o t  i n s u r e d .  F o r t u n a t e l y  h i s  n u r s e r y  s e c t i o n  wasn , ' t  damaged. The 
p r o j e c t  i s  on t h e  s i t e  o f  an o l d  s c h o o l  and was a  l a r g e  g r a s s e d  a r e a  t h a t  Norm was t o  r e p l a n t  w i t h  v e g e t -  
a t i o n  n a t i v e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Very d i s h e a r t e n i n g  - h e ' s  s p e n t  y e a r s  b u i l d i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  up ."  

M i m i  w i l l  be back from h e r  t r i p  now, maybe we can  p r e s s  h e r  i n t o  d o i n g  a  summary o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  f c r  a  
l a t e r  N/L.  The mys te ry  of  where t h a t  computer  d i s c  t h a t  NSW ~ e g i o n  o f f e r e d  u s ,  and i s  now w i t h  J a n  SkeG 
came from, i s  s o l v e d .  I t  was from M i m i  who k e p t  t h e  p r i n t e d  i t e m s  i n  t h e  p a c k a g e , b u t  p a s s e d  on t h e  di.7:. 
a s  s h e  a s  s h e  d o e s  n o t  have t h e  ' h a r d w a r e '  t o  u s e  i t .  Thanks f o r  t h a t .  M i m i  - I ' m  s u r e  J a n  i s  g e t t i n g  "' 
qood drum from i t .  * * A 

BEV CROFT a t  Tyagerah NSW h a s  been c a t c h i n g  up around t h e  p r o p e r t y  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  from a  6 week t o u r  o f  
Turkey and S p a i n  where,  s h e  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  n o t  much RF - o r  any o t h e r  t y p e !  L o c a l l y , t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  d e g r -  
a d i n o  B i l l i n u d g e l  - Chinderah  t o l l w a y  p r o p o s a l  h a s  been wiped by t h e  new government  which i s  a l s o  t r y i n g  
t o  br-ing some s a n i t y  i n t o  t h e  p r o  pro-development  c o u n c i 1 , a n d  i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  how i t  seems n e v e r  t o  say  no 
t o  any deve lopment ,even  though t h e y  may be  w e l l  c o n t r a v e n i n g  good p l a n n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  q u i t e  o f t e n -  

The C r o f t s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  r e p l a n t i n g  programme, w i t h  a b o u t  3000 i n  s o  f a r ,  w i t h  most growing w e l l  
thollqh l i k c  h c r c  a t  'Rooyonq ' ,  w a l l a b i e s  a r e  a  problem. I t  i s  a  windy s p o t  w i t h  o f t e n  s t r o n g  s t h  w e s t e r l i e s  
and n o r ' e a s t e r s ,  p r o b a b l y  s t i l l  s a l t  l a d e n  a s  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  a b o u t  a  m i l e  from t h e  s e a .  
R c \ y  a s k s  " A R E  A N Y  OTHER MEMBERS G R O W I N G  I N  SIMILAR CONDITIONS ? "  She would l i k e  t o  q e t  i n  t o u c h  t r >  see how 
t h e y  h a n d l e  t h i s  problem. T h e i r  l o c a t i o n  h a s  a  t h i n  l a y e r  of  r e d  ( v o l c a n i c ? )  s o i l  c o v e r i n g  a  c l a y  found- 
,)I. i o ~ l .  " 0 ~ 1 -  l onr l  L c r m  a j n i  i s  t o  makc o u r  r e p l a n t - e d  RF i n t o  a b c t l u t i f u l  l andscapcd  qardcn  w h i l c  a t  t l~(* samc t i n  

t r y i n g  t o  h r i n q  back t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i v e r s i t y  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Regent  Bowerbirds a r e  hav ing  a  g r a n t  t i m e  
i n  t h e  B l u e b e r r y  Ashes a t  t h e  moment. Keep up t h e  p r e s e n t  f o r m a t  o f  t h e  N/L - I l o v e  t o  r e a d  t h e  s n i p p e t s  
of o t h e r s '  e f f o r t s .  Maybe we s h o u l d  t a l l y  up how many t r e e s  members have c o l l e c t i v e l y  p l a n t e d ? "  

* * * 
From Wollongong NSW, GEOFF WARN s e n d s  a n  u p d a t e  on h i s  e f f o r t s  a t  propagat i 'ng Bunya P i n e s  from s e e d  ( c o l l -  
e c t e d  from S y d n e y ' s  h i s t o r i c  Rookwood C e m e t r y ) .  " I  had one s u c c e s s ,  now d o i n g  w e l l  a s  a n  i n d o o r  p l a n t .  
Cleaning u p  a f t e r  our movinn house ,  I th rew o u t  t h e  p o t t i n g  mix from a  p o t  i n  which I had sown 3 s e e d s  a s  
I . l \ey  t ~ n d n ' t  sprokiterl. Lo and behold, a  s h o o t  had come o u t  o f  e a c h  s e e d  and formed a  l o n g  rounded n o d u l e ,  
a lmut  the site of tlle o r i y i n a l  seed w i t h  a  f u r t h e r  s h o o t  growing from t h i s  t o w a r d s  s o i l  s u r f a c e .  I t  a p p e a r s  
t h a t  t l ic seed  had sprouted,  Lormcd a food r e s e r v o i r  and l a y  dormant ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  someth ing  t o  happen.  S o  I 
r u p l . ~ n t c d  these w i t h  t.he shoots above t h e  s o i l  and away t h e y  went! I g u e s s  t h a t  t h e  s e e d  had been p l a n t e d  
for aboue 3 years, so I don ' t ;  know how l o n g  t h e y  had been dormant ,  b u t  I ' l l  keep  a  c l o s e r  l o o k  i n  f u t u r e .  
t l n f ~ r t u ~ l ~ L e l y ,  a l l  t h c  ~ r r r l  T k e p t  i n  r e s e r v e  h a s  gone mouldy s o  it d o e s n ' t  k e e p  f o r  l o n g .  Also  t h e  Bunya 
I I U C S  i n  r r l m  b$err! tcrr i t j le  (must havc been t h e  rum!) " 

(:coff a l s o  mentioned t h a t  e a r l i e r  i n  the y e a r  t h e y  d i d  an impromptu trj~) t o  mid NSW n o r t h  c o a s t ;  a f t e r  a  
weeks bushwa l k 1 ng a t  bar ring to^^ Tops v i s i t e d  El lcnborough  F a l l s ,  t h r  i m p r e s s i v e  flnorqana NR ancl Sea Acres 
;it P o r t  Macttr~ar-je - a  h igh  e n t r y  Fcc but I t h i n k  w e  g o t  o u r  morley's wor th  a s  we s p e n t  most of  Che day t h e r e .  
'I'r7ok hcnl>s or p h o t o s .  (Ed. Now d o  you b e l i e v e  we do l i v e  i n  a p i c c ~ !  of p a r a d i s e  ? I  Meatrwhile, we 've  j u s t  
s(rc,nt 2 weeks away, o n r  weck walk inq  i r l  t h e  Rorder  Ranges: M t  Warn.inc~ (NSW) , M t  1,indesny (Both)  E, M t .  
name}. (c)) . A w n P  good liP on a l l  praks ,  al t l lo~lcjh on M t  narney i t  i s  c o n f i n e d  Lo  t l r r  g o r q r s .  M t  na rney  war; 
~ , a r t i c u l a r l y  ~ n t e r e s t i n g ,  n o t  ir! tlre W f l o r a ,  b u t  t h e  as toundi l lg  s i n i i l . a r i t i e s  w i  ttl S y d n e y ' s  s a n d s t o n e  
f l o r a  ! 'I'hcn a week a t  l 'arnarvon Gorge, where t h e  RF is l i m i t e d  t o  o n l y  a  few s p e c i e s  dominated by t h e  
Cabbage Palm. 1 , i v i s t o n a  s p ,  ( c l o s c l y  a l l i e d  to L .  n i t i d a )  and Wacrozania moorc i .  O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  F i c u s  I 
C o r o n a t a ,  G1,nchidion f e r d i n a n d i ,  Acmena S F . ,  and s e v e r a l  t r e e  ferns .  The King F e r n ,  A n g i o p t e r i s  e v e c t a  
1 i v e s  h c r e  i n  one of t h e  s i d e  gorges and h a s  huge f r o n d s  4 - 5m lonq. Good t o  s e a l  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h o u q h ,  
HF Park ~ t~anaqement  d e c i d e d  t o  dn a "cornpre t~pns ive  burn"  i . c .  100% b u r n ,  o f  t h e  Park l a s t  November, s o  many 
p l a n t s  were s t i l l  r e c o v e r i n g .  B u t  a good t r i p  anyway. 

On t h e  way home we s topped  o f f  a t  t h e  D o r r i g o  NP which i s  p r e t t y  good t o o .  Should  t h e y  rename T r i s t a n i a  
F a l l s  t o  Lophostemon F a l l s ?  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  much i n  f l o w e r  (some Acronychia  and M i s t l e t o e )  b u t  t h e  "Sky- 
walk o u t  o v e r  t h e  escarpment  g i v e s  g r e a t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  t r e e t o p s  and would be  e y e  c a t c h i n g  when t h e  t r e e s  
a r e  i n  f l o w e r .  Geoff a l s o  ment ioned  t h a t  h e  a l s o  g o t  t o  Alan B a t l e y s  f o r  t h e  mee t ing  and was ~ G S Y  
impressed  w i t h  t h e i r  s e t - u p .  

PUI5E.\ JE?LVCII\IS who you may r e c o l l e c t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w o o d l o t / p l a n t a t i o n  c a b i n e t  t i m b e r  and  h a s  
a  wide s p e c i e s  r a n g e  a t  t h e i r  Gosford p r o p e r t y ,  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  ' S u b t r o p i c a l  Far% F o r e s t r y  Assn '  and wonders  
i r  o t h e r  WSG p c o p l c  may be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t .  T h e i r  emphas i s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  commercial  p l a n t i n g  b u t  t h e y  a r e  

b a s i c a l l y  growinq W t r e e s .  A f t e r  a  r a t h e r  l o n g  g e s t a t i o n  p e r i o d  i t  now p r o d u c e s  a  q u i t e  i n f o r m a t i v e  "News". 
Rhoda s e n t  me t h e i r  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  f o r  p e r u s a l ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  s u b s e q u e n t  i s s u e s  a r e  more i n f o r m a t i v e .  The 
F lbs .  i s  $ 2 5  pa which l e a d s  me t o  assume t h a t  t h e y  p u b l i s h  f r e q u e n t l y .  

She ment ions  t h e y  have growing,  a  l a r g e  h e a l t h y  specimen of  Medicosma c i t r i f l o r a ,  n e a r l y  e x t i n c t  i n  t h e  
w i l d .  The s o u r c e  of  t h i s  one was u p s t r e a m  from G r a f t o n  NSW ( a l o n g  t h e  C l a r e n c e  R i v e r ? ) .  H a s n ' t  y e t  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  p r o p a g a t e  i t ,  thouqh t h e  donor s a i d  i t  c a n  be  s t r u c k  from c u t t i n g s ,  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y .  I f  any o f  t h e  Group 
i s  keen t o  t r y  i t ,  Rhoda i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  f i n d  a  few s u i t a b l e  c u t t i n g s .  I f  you d o  n o t  have t h e  members add-  

r e s s  l i s t ,  w r i t e  t o  me and I ' l l  p a s s  on your  r e q u e s t .  

They found P h i l  P a r s o n s  comments on t h a t  'new' P h y t o p t h t h o r a  i n  Tasmania i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a s  I g a t h e r  t h a t  
Harry and Rhoda a r e  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  



RESPONSES FROM MEMBERS TO PREVIOUS TOPICS A N D  GENERAL COMMENTS 

I was p l e a s e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  o u r  v e r y  new members ,  IAN DYER o f  C r a i g n i s h  Q l d . ,  was good enough  t o  comment o n  
a  b a t c h  o f  e a r l i e r  N /L1s  t h a t  he  s o u g h t .  H e  w r o t e  "We a r e  l o c a t e d  j u s t  w e s t  o f  Hervey  Bay and c l i n g i n g  p r e -  
c a r i o u s l y  t o  a  f e w  r e m n a n t  p a t c h e s  o f  w h a t  was  o n c e  a  d i v e r s e  r a i n f o r e s t  a r e a  - w i t h  s u c h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  ex -  
p l o s i o n  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s  a r e  r a m p a n t .  Someone was  c o m p a r i n g  s e e d l i n g  v s  c u t t i n g  grown Buck inghamias  and a l -  
t h o u g h  I h a v e n ' t  t r i a l l e d  them s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  I h a v e  had  good s u c c e s s  w i t h  s e e d l i n g s ,  f l o w e r i n g  w e l l  a t  
t h r e e  y e a r s  of a g e .  P o s s i b l y  t h e  g r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  p l a y  a  r o l e  h e r e  (warmer  c l i m a t e ? ) .  You m e n t i o n e d  t h e  
p o s s i b l e  b e n e f i t  o f  i n c r e a s e d  P h o s p h o r u s  u s e  i n  r / f  trees. My e x p e r i e n c e  h e r e  would  add  w e i g h t  t o  tKs s i n c e  
t h e  o n l y  a r t i f i c i a l  w a t e r i n g  my p l a n t s  h a v e  had  i s  h o u s e h o l d  w a s t e  w a t e r  ( a u t o  pump-out f rom h o l d i n g  t a n k  o f  
a l l  h o u s e  w a t e r  e x c e p t  t o i l e t s )  wh ich  h a s  h i g h  P  c o n t e n t  d u e  t o  d e t e r g e n t s .  Growth h a s  been  good d e s p i t e  t h e  
d e g r a d e d  r o c k y  s o i l  (mined  by p i n e a p p l e  f a r m e r s  o v e r  6 0  y e a r s ) ,  d r o u g h t s ,  windy c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  p o o r  p r e p a r -  
a t i o n  d u e  t o  my i n e x p e r i e n c e .  F a s t e s t  g r o w t h  h a s  been  w i t h  Hymenosporum ( b m ) ,  Syzygium o l e o s u m  (5m) and  
C a r p e n t a r i a  a c u m i n a t a  (5m) o v e r  a  f o u r  y e a r  p e r i o d .  

~t h a s  o f t e n  c o n c e r n e d  m e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  a  l a r g e  number o f  p e o p l e  now g r o w i n g  n a t i v e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  and r a i n f o r e s t  
p l a n t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e  h a v e  r e l a t i v e l y  few members i n  SGAP and  t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  l a r g e l y  
a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h a t  g r e a t  A u s t r a l i a n  p a s t i m e ,  a p a t h y ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  r e a c h i n g  p r o s p e c t i v e  members 
( I  p r o p a g a t e d  and  grew n a t i v e s  f o r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  I knew SGAP e v e n  e x i s t e d . d e s p i t e  l i v i n g  i n  Sydney a t  t h e  
t i m e ) .  P e r h a p s  we s h o u l d  be  " a d v e r t i s i n g "  o u r s e l v e s  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d i e s ,  h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s ,  b o t a n i c  
g a r d e n s ,  n u r s e r i e s  e t c .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  an  a b u n d a n c e  o f  knowledge  l o c k e d  u p  i n  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  h e a d s .  

* *  On a n o t h e r  t o p i c ,  h a s  t h e  S t u d y  Group t r i e d  t o  c o n d u c t  a  c o o r d i n a t e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t e s t i n g  t h e  p r o p a g a t i o n  
a n d  g r o w i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  p l a n t s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ?  Members w i l l i n g  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  s e e d s  and 
t e s t  them u n d e r  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r e p o r t i n g  b a c k  o n  how t h e y  grow i n  v a r i o u s  c l i m a t e s ,  s o i l  t y p e s ,  t o p o g r a p h y ,  
w a t e r i n g  r e g i m e s  and  s o  o n .  I n  t h e  e n d  we would h a v e  a  much more a c c u r a t e  d a t a b a s e  on  g r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  
f e e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  I  wou ld  be  happy  t o  h e l p  d i r e c t  p e o p l e  t o  p l a c e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  when t h e y  a r e  v i s -  
i t i n g  t h i s  a r e a  - I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  way o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  members t o  e a c h  o t h e r  and f i n d i n g  o u t  a b o u t  
p l a c e s  t h a t  you v i s i t .  L e t  me know i f  you a r e  e v e r  i n t e n d i n g  t o  v i s i t  t h e  a r e a . "  
( ~ d .  I w i l l  t a k e  u p  y o u r  i n v i t a t i o n  ASAP a n d  t r u s t  t h a t  o t h e r  members d o  l i k e w i s e ) .  

* *  No I a n .  Our Group  h a s  n o t  been  i n v o l v e d  i n  s u c h  a  w o r t h y  s t u d y ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  i n d i v i d u a l  members h a v e  d o n e  
some work on  t h i s  m a t t e r .  With s u c h  a  f a r - f l u n g  membersh ip  a s  we h a v e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e  e f f e c t i v e  
l i a i s o n  be tween  e v e n  s m a l l  n u m b e r s .  A l s o ,  l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  g e n e r a l l y  
p r e f e r  t o  d o  t h e i r  own t h i n g , a s  a  number o f  s u g g e s t e d  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  made o v e r  t h e  p a s t  5% y e a r s  
have  n o t  q o t  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d .  I ' v e  r u n  o u t  o f  i d e a s  on  how t o  g e t  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  and  h a v e  r e s o l v e d  t o  j u s t  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on p l -oduc ing  an  i n E o r m a t i o n  f i l l e d  N/L, and  hope l i k e  h e l l  t h a t  o u r  members g e t  s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
t h a t  t h e y  t a k e o n p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t s  u s e f u l  t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  o u r  communi ty ,  and t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

AN INVITATION YOU CAN'T REFUSE -- TO SEE SOME OF OUR LESS PUBLICISED FORESTS I N  VICTORIA 

Wayne OIConnor  i s  happy t o  a s s i s t  u s  when p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  h i s  a r e a ,  s a y i n g  " I t  l o o k s  l i k e  I h a v e  o b t a i n e d  
a  f u l l  t i m e  j o b  w i t h  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  where  I work m a i n l y  a t  m a i n t e n a n c e  i n  P a r k s  b u t  f i l l  
i n  f o r  Ranger s  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  I n  t h e  B a i r n s d a l e  a r e a  I h a v e  a  good knowledge  o f  r a i n f o r e s t  a r e a s  t h r o u g h  my 
j o b  and  would b e  g l a d  t o  show p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  RFSG t h e s e  p l a c e s .  I w i l l  w r i t e  some i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e s e  
a r e a s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i f  you c a n  u s e  i t . *  (Ed .  Yes p l e a s e )  . 

" I  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  APM i s  u s i n g  M y c o r r h i z a l  f u n g u s  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  s e e d l i n g s  a g a i n s t  d i s e a s e - c a u s i n g  
f u n g i ,  a n d  i t  a l s o  i m p r o v e s  t h e  p l a n t s '  n u t r i t i o n  b y  u p  t o  5 0 % .  I was w o n d e r i n g  i f  t h i s  would  a i d  t h e  g r o w t h  
o f  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t s  a l s o ?  The o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  I c a n  f i n d  on i t  i s  ( t h e  a f t a c h e d  c o p y )  f rom ECOS which  may 
be  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  members" .  Write t o  Wayne a t  W a d d e l l s  Rd, N i c h o l s o n ,  V i c .  3882 t o  a r r a n g e  y o u r  v i s i t  t o  
h i s  a r e a .  

TREES AND FUNGI -- A  PRODUCTIVE PARTNERSHIP 

T h i s  i s  t h e  h e a d i n g  o f  t h e  t o p i c  m e n t i o n e d  by Wayne, i n  "ECOS No. 54 1 9 8 7 / 8 8 " .  W e  h a v e  b o t h  f o u n d  it t o  b e  
an  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h o u g h  somewhat t e c h n i c a l ,  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  c a n  e i t h e r  e x t e n d  t h e  
n a t u r a l  l i f e  o f  a  t r e e ,  o r  c a u s e  a n  u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  - d e p e n d i n g  on  t h e  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  i n v o l v e d .  

I t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  need  f o r  a  f u n g u s  t o  o b t a i n  c e r t a i n  n u t r i t i o n a l  m a t t e r  f rom o t h e r  p l a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  v i t a m i n s  
and  c a r b o h y d r a t e s  t o  e n a b l e  i t s  s u r v i v a l .  T r e e s  s u p p l y  o n l y  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  amount  o f  t h e s e  compounds s o  
i t  h a s  no e f f e c t  on  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  w h i l e  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  f u n g u s  r e p a y s  t h e  f a v o u r  by f u n g a l  hyphae  ( f i l a m e n t s )  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  t r e e ' s  r o o t s  wh ich  e x t e n d  t h r o u g h  a d j a c e n t  s o i l  and  a b s o r b  w a t e r  and  n u t r i e n t s .  T h e s e  a r e  
t a k e n  up  by t h e  t r e e ,  e n a b l i n g  j t  t o  b e n e f i t  f rom a  " p r o x y ' s "  e f f o r t s  - i n  e f f e c t  a  v a s t l y  i n c r e a s e d  r o o t  
a r e a  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  t r e e  i t s e l f  t o  make more  r o o t s .  

The a r t i c l e  i s  7 p a g e s .  I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  you c a n  b o r r o w  it f r o m  me f o r  a  q u i c k  p e r u s a l .  

Would anyone  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  M y c o r r h i z a e  a n d  RF p l a n t s  b e  a b l e  t o  l e t  me know? 

ROBERT PAYNE WAS BITTEN BY A WHITE TAILED SPIDER AND CONFIRMS THAT I T  I S  A  DREADFUL EXPERIENCE 

T h o s e  who h a v e  m e t  R o b e r t ,  f r o m  t h e  G o s f o r d  d i s t r i c t  n o r t h  o f  S y d n e y ,  w i l l  b e  c o n c e r n e d  by t h i s  news.  H i s  
w i f e ,  Magg ie ,  w r o t e  i n  J u l y  " R o b e r t  was b i t t e n  by a  W h i t e - t a i l e d  s p i d e r  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  h o l i d a y s  r e c e n t l y .  
He was  n o t  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  i t  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  h e  became q u i t e  ill and  a s  a r e s u l t  i s  now i n  G o s f o r d  D i s t r i c t  

H o s p i t a l ,  u n a b l e  t o  wa lk  b e c a u s e  t h e  p o i s o n  h a s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  n e r v e  t i s s u e  i n  b o t h  o f  h i s  l e g s .  The b u s i n e s s  
was  c o i n 5  s o  w e l l ,  b u t  a l l  o f  R o b e r t ' s  c l i e n t s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  w a i t  a s  t h e y  v a l u e  R o b e r t ' s  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  know- 
l e d g e  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  H e  w i l l  g e t  o v e r  t h i s ,  I c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  a  s p i d e r  c a n  d o  s o  much damage t o  t h e  
human b o d y " .  

I s p o k e  t o  R o b e r t  e a r l y  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  He had  b e e n  i n  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  2 m o n t h s ,  h a d  s e v e r a l  c o m p l e t e  c h a n g e s  o f  
b l o o d ,  l o s t  30kg i n  w e i g h t  ( v i r t u a l l y  a l l  i n  t h e  m u s c u l a r  s y s t e m )  and  was  s c h e d u l e d  t o  s p e n d  a  f o r t n i g h t  a t  
a  r e h a b .  c e n t r e  t o  t r a i n  him t o  w a l k  a g a i n .  T h e r e  were o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  e p i s o d e ,  b u t  I 
t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  sounded  w e l l ,  and h a s  k e p t  h i s  s e n s e  o f  humour .  T h e r e  are two h o p e s  t h a t  I am s u r e  we f e e l  - 
t h e  f i r s t  i s  t h a t  R o b e r t  r e c o v e r s  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  q u i c k l y ,  and s e c o n d l y  t h a t  none  o f  u s  o r  any  f r i e n d s ,  a c q -  
u a i n t a n c e s  o r  r e l a t i v e s  e v e r  h a s  t h e  m i s f o r t u n e  t o  b e  b i t t e n  by  o n e  o f  t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s .  You s h o u l d  a l l  bone  
up on t h a t  member o f  t h e  A r a c h n i d s  - a s  t h e y  s a y ,  t o  b e  f o r w a r n e d  i s  t o  b e  f o r e a r m e d .  They a r e  f o u n d  a l l  
t h r o u g h  A u s t r a l i a ,  a f f e c t  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s ,  and  l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  t h e m ,  o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
t h e i r  b i t e  and symptoms.  Whi l e  you a r e  on t h e  j o b ,  c h e c k  up on Lyme d i s e a s e  ( f r o m  T i c k s )  - s i m i l a r  e f f e c t s .  

ANOTHER REPORT ON JULY'S FROST DAMAGE -- FROM MARLEE (INLAND O F  TAREE) N S  W 

Our n e w i s h  members ,  B r i a n  and  Sue h a d  m a j o r  l o s s e s  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  g a r d e n s ,  b u t  RF p l a n t s  were  t h e  m o s t  a f f -  
e c t e d .  I n d i v i d u a l s  a s  h i g h  a s  2m came o f f  s e c o n d  b e s t ,  a n d  e v e n  s e e d l i n g s  a n d  s m a l l  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  s h a d e h o u s e  
w e r e  damaged .  They a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  f r u i t s  on A l p h i t o n i a  e x c e l s a  (Red Ash)  t h a t  t h e y  had b e e n  h o p i n g  
t o  o b t a i n  s e e d  l a t e r  o n ,  had been  s o  c h i l l e d  t h a t  t h e  f r u i t  had  b e e n  a b o r t e d ,  mon ths  b e f o r e  s e e d  would h a v e  
m a t u r e d .  I  c h e c k e d  some o f  o u r  t r e e s  o n  "Booyong" a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  same t h i n g  happened  h e r e .  O b v i o u s l y  
n o  c r o p  f r o m  t h e  s p e c i e s  a r o u n d  h e r e ,  t h i s  y e a r .  Wonder w h a t  o t h e r s  w i l l  a l s o  n o t  f r u i t  t h i s  y e a r ?  And o v e r  
how v a s t  an  a r e a  ? 



H A R R Y  FRANZ RELATES SOME RECENT NEWS AND EVENTS AROUND HIS DISTRICT I N  SOUTH-EAST QLD 

I l e  h a s  a l w a y s  been  c o n c e r n c d  a b o u t  l a r g c  R F  a r c a s  b c i n g  c l c a r e d  aE i t  i s  a l l  t o o  e a s y  f o r  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  
o f  r a r e  p l a n t s  t o  b e  wiped  o u t .  L i k e  t h o s e  o f  o u r  s t u d y  who a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  v a r i o u s  RF h a b i t a t  h e  i s  
aware  o f  t h e  many o b v i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s t o  b e  f o u n d  i n ,  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s .  Some p l a n t s  a r e  
found  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s ,  b u t  a r e  t o t a l l y  a b s e n t  i n  o t h e r s  where  t h e y  may b e  e x p e c t e d .  And a s  we a r e  a l l  
a w a r e ,  s i t e s  a r e  b e i n g  c l e a r e d  a t  a  r a t e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  t i m e  f o r  e v e n  c u r s o r y  s u r v e y s  t o  b e  made s o  
t h a t  we d o n ' t  e v e n  know wha t  becomes e x t i n c t  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  d e s c r i b e d ,  maybe e v e n  u n s e e n  by p e o p l e .  

However,  o n e  new a n i m a l  h a s  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  ' d i s c o v e r e d '  - a  l i z a r d .  I t  was  found  i n  a  f o r e s t r y  r e s e r v e  n e a r  
Murgon ( 2 5 0  km NW o f  B r i s b a n e )  and i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  new s p e c i e s  a s  i t  i s  g e n e t i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  f rom o t h e r  
l i v i n g  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  The l i z a r d  i s  v e r y  s e c r e t i v e  i n  i t s  h , a b i t s ,  i s  a b o u t  15cm l o n g  w i t h  w e l l  dev -  
e l o p e d  s p i n y  r i d g e s  t h a t  c o v e r  i t s  b o d y ,  and  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  c o n f i n e d  t o  j u s t  t h e  o n e  s m a l l  a r e a  o f  v i n e  
t h i c k e t  where  it was f o u n d .  ( A d r y  RF r e m n a n t  n e a r  Goomer i ,  H a r r y ' s  d o m i c i l e . )  

nunya Moun ta ins  NP h a s  g a i n e d  5500 ha  o f  F o r e s t r y  S e r v i c e  R e s e r v e ,  w h i l e  a  f u r t h e r  1 4 8 5  ha i n  t h e  Moondu 
a r e a  be tween  Nanango and  t h e  Bunya Mtns .  h a s  become a  N a t .  P a r k .  Bo th  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n s  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r e a s  o f  d r y  R F .  D e c l a r a t i o n  a s  f 4 . P . ' ~  w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  t e n u r e  o f  t h e s e  f o r m e r  f o r e s t r y  l a n d s .  

Thouqh t h e y  a r e  n o t  RF s p e c i e s ,  H a r r y  t h o u g h t  we would b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  comment i n  t h e  w r i t e - u p  o f  a 
l o c a l  p l a n t  d o y e n ,  David  Gordon o f  Mya l l  P a r k  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s ,  Glenmorgan and  o f  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  r e c o r d s  o f  
s e e d  c o l l e c t i o n  and p r o p a g a t i o n .  ( S G A P  Q l d .  B u l l e t i n  12/94 ) "Seed  c o l l e c t e d  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  
c l e a n e d ,  l a b e l l e d  and s t o r e d  i n  c u p b o a r d s .  Some s e e d  f rom o l d e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  & 5 0 ' s  i s  s t i l l  
b e i n g  p r o p a g a t e d  and  a  Lo t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  on s e e d  v i a b i l i t y . " ( E d .  I as sume  t h e y  w e r e  d r y  
c o u n t r y  s p e c i e s  and no RF s e e d  was  i n c l u d e d ,  b u t  n o  d o u b t  some o f  t h e s e  would  h a v e  l o n g  v i a b i l i t y . )  

Seed o f  Hoop P i n e ,  A r a u c a r i a  c u n n i n g h a m i a n a ,  may b e  v i a b l e  f o r  o n l y  2  - 3 weeks  a t  n o r m a l  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  i s  
u s u a l l y  r i p e  a round  J a n u a r y  and s h o u l d  b e  sown a s  t h e y  a r e  s h e d  f rom t h e  c o n e .  M a t u r e  c o n e s  c a n  b e  c o l l e c t -  
ed  when t h e y  a r e  r i p e ,  d r i e d  o u t  and t h e  ' f l a k e s '  c o l l e c t e d  a s  t h e y  a r e  s h e d .  S e e d s  c a n  b e  h e l d  f o r  a  
r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  i n  a  f r i d g e  ( n o t  i n  a  f r e e z e r  t h o u g h ) .  H a r r y  c h e c k e d  v i a b i l i t y  a f t e r  9 mon ths  c h i l l i n g  f o r  
good r e s u l t s ,  b u t  a  t r i a l  o f  a  b a t c h  h e l d  f o r  3  y e a r s  had  o n l y  a  f ew % s u c c e s s  t h o u g h  p o s s i b l y  t h e y  w e r e  
p l a n t e d  t o o  d e e p .  W i l l  t r y  more t h i s  summer t o  c o n f i r m  t h i s .  Seed  s h o u l d  g e r m i n a t e  i n  a b o u t  3 weeks .  

J u s t  j o i n e d  t h e  Murqon ~ i e l d  ~ a t u r a l i s t s  C l u b  a s  t h e y  h a v e  some i n t e r s t i n g  m o n t h l y  e x c u r s i o n s  and some o f  
t h a t  Group h a v e  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  Dry R F ,  o t h e r s  a r e  k e e n  on ~ i a e r  a s p e c t s  o f  n a t u r e  s t u d y .  

FURTHER COMMENTS ON MATTERS DISCUSSED I N  PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS 

Rhoda J e a v o n s  w r o t e  i n  l a t e  J u n e  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  o n s e t  o f  w i n t e r  had  n o t  had  a n y  e f f e c t  on t h e  RF p l a n t s ,  
n t h r r  t h a n  t h c  C r d r c l a  o d o r a t a  l o o k  a b i t  y e l l o w  a r o u n d  t h e  e d q e s  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  q r o w i n q .  

R c  p l a n t  l a b e l s  - 1 was q i v e n  a  'wax p e n c i l '  b o u g h t  f rom a  V i c .  n u r s e r y  wh ich  w o r k s  l i k e  a  2 B  p e n c i l  o n  
p l a s t i c ,  m e t a l ,  e t c  and  i s  s a i d  t o  be p e r m a n e n t .  A f t e r  d u e  t r i a l ,  w i l l  l e t  you know i f  i t  i s  c I f c c L i v c .  
(Ed .  I wonder  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  o n e  I d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  w a t e r p r o o f  'Stabile' p e n c i l ?  I h a v e  
s i n c e  been  t o l d  t h a t  t h o s e  a r e  A r t i s t s  p e n c i l s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  many c o l o u r s ,  b u t  a r e  w a s h a b l e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
a r e  n o t  i n  f a c t  p e r m a n e n t .  I a l s o  w i l l  m o n i t o r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  f o r  w r i t i n g  o n  o l d  v e n e t i a n  b l i n d  s l a t s . )  

G e r m i n a t i n g  ~ c h r o s i a s  i s  j u s t  n o t  on  - t h e y  s t r i k e  f r o m  c u t t i n g s  w i t h o u t  r e a l l y  t r y i n g ;  u s e  new, b u t  n o t  
s o f t  g r o w t h .  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  o n e  I s p o k e  a b o u t  was n o t  0 .  m o o r e i ,  b u t  th.e s h r u b  w h i c h  i s  d e s c r i b e d  and  
i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  N i c h o l s o n s '  book RF n o  2. ( 0 .  e l l i p t i c a )  

COLIN ANDERSEN COMMENTS ON TI;C EEAUTY OF SOfc!E !-!EMBERS SET - UPS RECENTLY VIEWED BY H I M  

He w r i t e s  "Many t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  you and  B e r y l  i n  J u l y .  We w e n t  on  t o  N o r t h e r n  R i v e r s  
RF N u r s e r y  a t  B u r r i n g b a r  and saw Lance  and  S a l l y ' s  g a r d e n  - s t u n n i n g l y  b e a u t i f u l  ! On t h e  way b a c k ,  we con- 
t a c t e d  A l e x  Lyons who k i n d l y  showed u s  o v e r  h i s  g a r d e n  - e q u a l l y  s t u n n i n g .  I f  o n l y  e RF g a r d e n e r s  s h a r e d  
t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  l a n d s c a p i n g .  

Thouqh m i x i n q  up  t h e  d a y  of t.he v i s i t  t o  Alan  B a t l e y ' s  K u r r a j o n g  H e i q h t s  f o r  a  Group  m e e t i n q ,  I was f o r t u n -  
a t e  i n  b e i n q  a b l e  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  h i s  p r o p e r t y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  A g a i n  a  b e a u t i f u l l y  l a n d s c a p e d  g a r d e n  
on a c r e s  w i t h  some m a g n i f i c e n t  N.E. Q l d .  p l a n t s  r e a c h i n g  f o r  t h e  s k i e s . "  

( E d .  When 1 do g e t  a r o u n d  t o  o r g a r i i s i r ~ y  d G ~ o u p  g a r d e n  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  you know who w i l l  b c  t h c  j u d g e  ! )  

A FAIRLY NEW MEMBER HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN SETTING UP A 'BRISBANE RAINFOREST ACTION & INFORMATION NETWORK' 

Known a s  "BRAIN", i t  i s  b e i n g  c o - o r d i n a t e d  by Kenne th  McClymont who f o r w a r d e d  m e  a  copy o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  N/L 
t h a t  was  b r i e f  and  t o  t h e  p o i n t .  BRAIN i s  a  r e c e n t l y  t ? s t a b l i s h e d  B r i s b a n e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  s p o n s o r e d  B u s h c a r e  
g r o u p .  The f o c u s  i s  a c t i v e  RF r e g e n e r a t i o n  and  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a t  a  number o f  s i t es  a r o u n d  B r i s b a n e .  One o f  
t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t  o b j e c t i v e s  i s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  l o c a l  RF r e m n a n t s  
and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  s u r v i v a l  i n  o u r  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u r b a n i s e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

The N/L i n c l u d e d  i t e m s  on a  p l a n t i n g  a t  C h i l d ' s  S c r u b  a t  Nudgee a n d  a t  Noswor thy  P a r k  C o r i n d a ;  w i t h  a  v e r y  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  summary o f  t h e  weed t h r e a t  and d e s c i b i n g  v a r i o u s  me thods  o f  t a c k l i n g  i n f e s t a t i o n .  

Wel l  w o r t h y  o f  s u p p o r t  b y  y o u r  a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  or b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s  a s s i s t a n c e .  C o n t a c t  K e n n e t h  f o r  
f u r t h e r  i n f o .  a t  2/365 M i l t o n  Rd A u c h e n f l o w e r ,  phone  3371 3649 ,  o r  a t  h i s  work 3268 4800 

IT TOOK 30 ISSUES OF OUR N/L -- AND ISNUT I T  GREAT TO FINALLY GET A  REPORT ON PLANTS' GROWING I N  W ,  A. ! 

R o l e y s t o n e ,  Perth  i s  t h e  home o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  P i d d  who comments t h a t  h a v i n g  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  h e  now h a s  t i m e  
t o  d e a l  w i t h c o r ~ s p o n d e n c e .  I t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  how many RF s p e c i e s  g row h e r e  d e s p i t e  o u r  v e r y  h o t  and  d r y  
summers.  I n  our  own g a r d e n  a r e  A r a u c a r i a  c u n n i n g h a m i i ,  Hymenosporum f l a v u m ,  M e l i a  a z e d a r a c h ,  S t e n o c a r p u s  
sii i l iat .Gs,  ill^^ - - L . . - c -  ,,,,,,, <?nd t h e  O l d .  Gmbre l lS  '?Pee, w h i l e  a n i ~ m h e r  of o t h e r  s p e c i e s  grow e l s e w h e r e  i n  
P e r t h .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  many o f  t h e  R F  t r e e s  a r e  a d a p t a b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  c l i m a t e s .  * * .  I d o u b t  i f  many o f  
o u r  bJA n a t i v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  h e a t h l a n d  v a r i e t i e s  would  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  RF, a s  t h e r e  would  n o t  b e  enough  
l i q h t  f o r  them.  The h e a t  and  s u n l i g h t  h e r e  i n  summer i s  v e r y  i n t e n s e .  

C h r i s t o p h e r  t h e n  a s k e d  i f  I had e v e r  b e e n  t o  WA. The a n s w e r ,  s a d l y  i s  n o .  W e  h a d  p l a n n e d  t o  g o  t h e r e  a n d  
t o u r  a f a i r  amount  of  t h e  S t a t e  and a t t e n d  t h e  SGAP c o n f e r e n c e  i n  1 9 9 1 ,  b u t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  b u y i n g  t h i s  

' p i e c e  o f  p a r a d i s e ' ,  "Booyong" came up  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r g a n i s i n g  t h a t  t r i p .  

* *  Tn i n l a n d  NSW and Q l d ,  s t r e e t  p l a n t i n g s  o f  s h a d e  trees were  commonly made i n  e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  and i t  would  
b e  i n t e r e s t i n q  t o  l i s t  t h e  s p e c i e s  u s e d ,  and l o c a t i o n s  where  t h e y  s u r v i v e  t o  t h i s  d a y  ( a s  w e l l  a s  any  f a i l -  
u r e s  r e c o r d e d . )  



TEMPERATE RAINFOREST SPECIES PLANTATION RESEARCH HAS COMMENCED I N  N S  W'S HUNTER VALLEY 

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  a t  " T o c a l "  C o l l e g e ,  P a t t e r s o n ,  w i t h  f u n d s  p r o v i d e d  by a  F e d e r a l  Gov t .  Farm 
F o r e s t r y  g r a n t .  The a im i s  t o  o f f e r  f a r m e r s  a  l o n g  t e r m  i n v e s t m e n t  w i t h  c a l c u l a t e d  r e t u r n s  a b o v e  t h a t  o b t a -  
i n e d  f rom b e e f  and d a i r y  e n t e r p r i s e s  and  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e  u s e d  a s  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  and  e d u c a t i o n  s i t e  f o r  
f a r m e r s  a n d  members o f  t h e  communi ty .  I t  i s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  f a r  N o r t h  C o a s t  
would  n o t  b e  a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h e  H u n t e r  w h e r e  t h e  c o o l e r  c l i m a t e  r e s u l t s  i n  s l o w e r  g r o w t h  

I n  a  2ha p l o t ,  2 5  s p e c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  Red C e d a r ,  Toona a u s t r a l i s :  Blackwood,  A c a c i a  m e l a n o x y l o n ;  Hoop P i n e ,  
A r a u c a r i a  c u n n i n g h a m i i  w i l l  b e  p l a f i t ed  o v e r  2  yea r s (commenced  Play 1994).+0form t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t u d y  
on t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  g r o w l n g  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  c o m m e r c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c o o l e r  c l i m a t e .  The a g r o n o m i s t  spokesman s a i d  
" s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  Red Ce d a r  grow more  s l o w l y  i n  c o o l e r  c l i m a t e s ,  b u t  h o p e f u l l y  t h e  s l o w e r  r a t e s  w i l l  b e  com- 
p e n s a t e d  by b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  t i m b e r .  The t i m b e r s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e  t h e  h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  n a t i v e s  u s e d  f o r  
c a b i n e t  m a k i n g ,  and i f  t h e  s t u d y  p r o v e s  s u c c e s s f u l ,  f a r m e r s  w i l l  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  grow more t r e e s  t o  r e p l a c e  
t h e  r a p i d l y  d i m i n i s h i n g  n a t i v e  f o r e s t s .  P r o v i d e d  t h e  trees qrow u n d e r  p l a n t a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  g i v e n  c u r r e n t  
t i m b e r  p r i c e s  a n d  p r o j e c t e d  g r o w t h  r a t e s ,  f a r m e r s  w e r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a  s e v e n 8 o r  b e t t e r  r e t u r n  on  c a p i t a l  i n -  
v e s t m e n t .  A t  l e a s t  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  r e t u r n s  f rom d a i r y  a n d  b e e f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and  r e t u r n s  may b e  e v e n  g r e a t e r  a s  
t i m b e r  p r i c e s  i n c r e a s e . "  

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  n o t  a d v o c a t i n g  w h o l e s a l e  p l a n t i n g  o f  l a n d  t o  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  b u t  s m a l l e r  a r e a s  t h a t  may p r e s e n t  
management d i f f i c u l t i e s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r l o g g e d  o r  u n s t a b l e  s p o t s ,  and  it s h o u l d  b e  q u i t e  v i a b l e  f o r  f a r m e r s  t o  
p l a n t  60 t o  80 m e t r e  s t r i p s  a l o n g  r i v e r  f r i n g e s .  C u r r e n t l y  a  $ha h a s  b e e n  p l a n t e d , w i t h  3 more p l a n t i n g s  t o  
t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  autumn and s p r i n g  s e a s o n s .  When c o m p l e t e d  t h e  f o r e s t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  4 ,000 s t e m s  
p l a n t e d  a t  random on  a  two  x  2.5m g r i d ,  w i t h  t h i n n i n g s  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  40 y e a r s  when t h e  p l a n t s  a r e  m a t u r e ,  
b r i n g i n g  m a t u r e  d e n s i t y  t o  400 stems a  h a .  I n i t i a l  d e n s e  p l a n t i n g s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  two r e a s o n s ;  t o  e n c o u r -  
a g e  t h e  t r e e s  t o  qrow up  t o w a r d s  t h e  l i g h t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t a l l e r  s t r a i g h t e r  trees, and  t o  p r o m o t e  e a r l y  can -  
opy  c l o s u r e .  Weed c o n t r o l  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  c o s t s  i n  p l a n t a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  ... c o n t r a r y  t o  p o p u l a r  
b e l i e f ,  t r e e s  d o n ' t  compe te  w e l l  w i t h  g r a s s e s  a n d  weeds .  

WHILE OUR NEW CZECH MEMBER - PAUL REZL - I S  RESEARCHING NOT ONLY R  F  SPECIES BUT MANY OTHER OZ PLANTS 

P a u l  w r o t e i n  J u n e ,  a  v e r y  k i n d  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  l e t t e r  t h a t  I m u s t  p a s s  o n  i n  f u l l .  " Thank you f o r  t h e  N/L 
and  s e e d  o f  B a l o g h i a i n o p h y l 1 a ; p u t  them i n  i m m e d i a t e l y  and  t h e y  a r e  g e r m i n a t i n g  a l r e a d y .  I h a v e  j o i n e d  s e v -  
e r a l  S t u d y  G r o u p s ,  b u t  RFSG i s  t h e  b e s t  s o  f a r  p r o v i d i n g  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  N/L packed  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  n o t  t o o  much b o t a n y .  T h a t  s u i t s  me f i n e .  I d o  a p p r e c i a t e  fresh s e e d  a t  l a s t .  I  was  b e g i n n i n g  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  a n y  RF p l a n t s  f r o m  s e e d  a f t e r  t r y i n g e r m i n a t e  A u s t r o m y r t u s  d u l c i s ,  
P i t t o s p o r u r n  r e v o l u t u m , P a n d o r e a  p a n d o r a n a ,  b u t  t h e  s e e d  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  t o o  o l d .  

P e r h a p s  I s h o u l d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  more  a b o u t  m y s e l f .  I s p e n t  n e a r l y  7 y e a r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h i s  
c o u n t r y  i n  a  " g l o o m i e r "  t i m e  t h a n  it i s  now. M o s t l y  I l i v e d  i n  Sydney  a n d  Tasman ia  ( N o r t h w e s t  and  L a u n c e s t o n )  
and  g r a d u a l l y  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t u r e .  I t  i s  becoming  a n  o b s e s s i o n  now, t h o u g h  I am g r o w i n g  many 
o t h e r  e x o t i c  p l a n t s  f rom S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  S o u t h  A m e r i c a ,  e tc .  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  i n  SGAP f o r  2  Y e a r s .  

Been a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  B r i s b a n e  a n d  saw RF p a t c h e s  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  mos t  memorable  e x p e r i e n c e  was 
t o  b e  i n  t h e  c o o l  RF o f  T a s .  I was  s t r u c k  b y  t h e  s i l e n c e  and  t h e  s h e e r  b e a u t y  o f  i t s  b a l a n c e  a n d  a g e .  I t  
m u s t  b e  p r e s e r v e d  ! However I am now b a c k  i n  E u r o p e ,  l i v i n g  i n  a  c o u n t r y  h o u s e  w i t h  l a r g e  b a c k y a r d  and  2  
g l a s s h o u s e s ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  a l w a y s  w a n t e d .  The c l i m a t e  w h e r e  I l i v e  - t h e  a r e a  c a l l e d  S o u t h e r n  Morav ia  - 
i s  r a t h e r  c o n t i n e n t a l ,  t h e  w a r m e s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  v i n e - g r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  many p e a c h  
and a p r i c o t  o r c h a r d s .  We d o  grow some a lmond trees w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s . '  

W i n t e r s  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e  ( l a s t  2  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  m i l d  w i t h  o n l y  s e v e r a l  f r o s t s  down t o  - 5 * t o  - loLc  b u t  m a i n l y  
a r o u n d  O'C and  b e t t e r .  A few A u s t  n a t i v e s  f rom t h e  Snowy M o u n t a i n s  a r e  g r o w i n g  i n  my g a r d e n  and s u r v i v i n g  
o u r  w i n t e r s .  They a r e  Hakea m i c r o c a r p a ,  C a l l i s t e m o n  sieberi ,  Leptospermum m y r t i f o l i u m  and E u c a l y p t u s  s t e l l -  
u l a t a .  I am a l s o  t r y i n g  Euc .  n i p h o p h i l a  b u t  t h e  m a i n  p r o b l e m  i s  n o t  t h e  f r o s t  b u t  t h e  l i m e  i n  so i l  and  I 
am h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  w i t h  c h l o r o s i s .  

 inl like Sweden,  we h a v e  h o t  summers  w i t h  f r e q t t e n t  s u n s h i n e  ( A u s s i e  n a t i v e s  a r e  t h r i v i n g  o u t s i d e  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r ) .  Come autumn ( O c t o b e r )  t h e  p l a n t s  a r e  g r a d u a l l y  moved t o  o n e  o f  t h e  h o t h o u s e s .  I 
am p l a n n i n g  t o  i n s t a l l s o m e  h e a t i n g  f o r  t h e  coming w i n t e r  s o  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t s  need  n o t  b e  moved i n s i d e ,  and 
o v e r w i n t e r  i n  a  d a r k  u n h e a t e d  room w i t h  a t e m p e r a t u r e  a r o u n d  5 ' ~  (RF p l a n t s  a r e  OK b u t  WA s c l e r o p h y l l  
p l a n t s  d o n ' t  l i k e  i t  s o  t h e  l o s s e s  a r e  h i g h . )  

F i n a l l y ,  I s h o u l d  e x p l a i n  my i n t e r e s t  i n  y o u r  s e c t i o n .  I v a l u e  RF p l a n t s  m a i n l y  a s  a  n o v e l t y  f o l i a g e  i n d o o r  
p l a n t s  a n d  I would l i k e  t o  p r o m o t e  them h e r e .  Many o f  them make i n t e r e s t i n g  b o n s a i .  I am c u r r e n t l y  g r o w i n g  
S y z i g i u m  l u e h m a n n i i ,  B a c k h o u s i a  c i t r i c d o r a ,  Cas t anospe rmum a u s t r a l e  and a  s p e c i e s  o f  ~ i a n e l l a  f rom t h e  B l u e  
M o u n t a i n s .  I  would  l o v e  t o  i n c l u d e  P a n d o r e a  p a n d o r a n a  and  P. jasmimnoides b u t  s o  f a r  h a v e  been  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  
a n y  v i a b l e  s e e d .  I am s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c l i m b e r s  w i t h  showy f l o w e r s .  S i n c e  p a l m s  a r e  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  
a s  RF p l a n t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  few a t t r a c t i v e ' A u s t  s p e c i e s  e . g .  L a c c o s p a d i x  a u s t r a l i c a  and  L i n o s p a d i x  m i n o r  
s u i t a b l e  i n d o o r s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e i r  s e e d  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  v e r y  p e r i s h a b l e  and  w i l l  n o t  l a s t  a  month.  

Thank you a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s e e d . "  

P a u l  a l s o m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  Czech  q u a r a n t i n e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  q u i t e  l i b e r a l ;  a l s o  t h a t  c o i n c i d e n t a l l y  h e  works  
i n  t h e  same c i t y  a s  t h o s e  f i e n d s  o f  o u r s  who h a v e  v i s i t e d  "Booyong"a c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s  r e s i d e .  S m a l l  w o r l d .  

WHILE GENETIC ENGINEERING " RESEARCH " I S  GROWING RAPIDLY -- BUT ARE THE RISKS WORTH I T  ? 

D e s p i t e  there being a period of s u p p s e d  economic s t r i n g e n c y  ( w e l l ,  i t  i s  b e i n g  c o n s t a n t l y  p r e a c h e d  by gov- 
e r n m e n t  and industry) vast amounts of money, time and e f f o r t  are o b v i o u s l y  b e i n g  expended  on s u c h  c r u c i a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  research as 'improving'ornamental flowers. A p p r o v a l  i s  b e i n g  s o u g h t  t o  r e l e a s e ,  c o m m e r c i a l l y ,  
1,onq Life Carnations carrying an extra gene t h a t  b l o c k s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e t h y l e n e  hormone w h i c h  t r i g g e r s  
wilting and d e a t h .  Normally, a cut carnation w i l l  last a b o u t  6 days  b u t  t h i s  m a n i p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  e x t e n d  t h a t  
to a r o u n d  18 days. Staggering feat ! 
The same company also c l a i m s  to hold  t h e  patent on i n s e r t i n g  b l u e  c o l o u r  i n t o  f l o w e r s .  I t  h o p e s  t o  h a v e  
b l u e  rases, p e t u n i a s ,  chrysankhenums and carnations on t h e  m a r k e t  l a t e  1 9 9 6 .  The mind r e a l l y  b o g g l e s  a t  
t h e s e  discoveries of such vital importance t o  t h e  s u x v i v a l  o f  t h e  p l a n e t .  P a r d o n  me w h i l e  I g e t  a n  i n t e l l -  
i g e n c e  t r a n s p l a n t  - we h a v e  p e r h a p s  60 p l a n t ,  a n i m a l  and  i n s e c t  s p e c i e s  becoming  e x t i n c t  i n  o u r  w o r l d  
e v e r y  day  and  t h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  a  penny t o  b e  found  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  h a p p e n i n g .  And w h a t  o f  t h e  d a n q e r  o f  
some b i z a r r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i f  o n e ,  o r  a  number o f  t h e s e  m u t a n t s  manage t o  e s c a p e  and i n f e c t  o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  
A t  l e a s t  p l a n t s  a r e  v i s i b l e ,  and p r o m p t  a c t i o n  may a v o i d  a  d i s a s t e r ,  b u t  w h a t  i f  t h e  s p e c i e s  i n v o l v e d  i s  a  
v l r u s ,  o r  h a c t e r l a  ? The p e o p l e  p l a y i n g  God a r e  w o r k i n g  on  w h a t e v e r  t h i n g s  t h e y  c a n  t h i n k  o f ,  a s  l o n g  a s  
~t c o u l d  make a  l o t  o f  money f o r  some.  

Oh y e s ,  you c a n  e a t  t h e  q e n e s t o o  - a  s i m i l a r  c o n c e p t  t o  t h e  c a r n a t i o n s  g a v e  u s  t h e  w o r l d ' s  f i r s t  g e n e t i c a l l y  
e n g i n e e r e d  t o m a t o  now on  s a l e  i n  t h e  USA. C a l l e d , w h a t  e l s e  b u t  t h e  F l a v r  S a v r ?  



'PllE JUNE "AIISTRALIAN PLANTS" FEATURED A COUPLE OF ITEMS ON RUTTERF1,IES 

The first was an extract from 'Rlitt~rfly Magic', a small hooklet. hy Frank ,Tordan h llplen Schwenck~, and 
focused on  utterfl flies in the Garden" - a brief summary on how to encourage these beautiful creatures to 
locations whcre thcy may be studied or appreciated. The text is accompanied by photos of larvae and draw- 
inqs of some adults. 
Further on is an article culled from "a book of special value to those interested in wildlife. The 250 page 
field guide describes and illustrates 200 of the 385 species of butterflies found in Australia. The descrip- 
tions are supported by full colour illustrations."( Ed. generally to scale) The book is " A  Field Guide to 
Australian Butterflies" by Robert Fisher. Published by Surrey Beatty & Sons 1995 ISBN 0 949324 52 3, RRP 
$ 2 3 . 3 5  (why don't they m ~ k c  it a straight $30 ? )  

I bought a copy a couple of months ago when I saw it in a local bookshop to help me identify yet another 
aspect of nature that I am interested in. Found it very difficult to use an old copy of Common's "Australian 
~utterflies" with its black & white photos of uniform size and brief descriptions. A quick flick through the 
pages of the Field Guide indicated that host and food plants of many butterfly species are of the RE. The 
other main host that was a big surprise to me were the grasses, family Gramineae. I know that many of you 
members are interested in the butterflies, and I'd have no hesitation in recommending the book to you. 

ANOTIlER BOOK REVIEWED- "FRUITS OF THE RAINFOREST: A GUDE TO FRUITS IN AUST. TROPICAL RF" text by Wendy 
Cooper. Illustrated by William T. Cooper. R D Press 1994 

Colin Andersen of Lapstone NSW was good enough to send us his review of the book. UillPaynq editor "Aust. 
p1ants"is also enthused with this publication and has/will refer to itonoccasions. Colin reports - 
Members may remember a book published in 1992: Visions of a Rainforest - A Year in Aust's Tropical RF by 
Stanle). Rreeden with illustrations by one of the world's greatest ornitholoqical artists, Wm. T Cooper. That 
volume marked Cooper's entry into the world of botanical illustration. 

Now with 'Fruits of the RE', Cooper reveals that he is also one of the world's greatest botanical artists. 
In this supcrb coffee tablc reference Cooper paints the fruits of 626 species of plants from the tropical 
RF of Nth. Old. Each is painted life-size and with such exquisite detail and painstaking accuracy that no 
photograph could hope to compete. The sheer variety of form and colour is breathtaking. 

AS well as being a vork of art, however, 'Fruits of the RF' is an invaluable reference work enabling anyone 
finding such fruits on the forest floor to compare them to the illustrations for identification. The accom- 
panying text, by Cooper's wife, Wendy, assists further by providing botanical & common names, details of the 
fruit and its season, a description of its leaves, habit and distribution and a note on the fruits edibility 
or otherwise. If, like me, you can only ever hope to grow but a fraction of these beauties, owning 
a book such as this is definitely the next best thing. 

ITEMS FROM VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS THAT I RECEIVE WHICH WILL BE OF INTEREST TO MANY OF YOU 

"Waves", newsletter of Marine & Coastal Community Network July issue under 'Philippines Reef & RF project' 
advises that Danjuqan is one of the few near shore islands in the reqion that has escaped forest clearance, 
exploitive tourism and a range of other human activities such as "fishing" by means of dyamiting coral 
1-CP~S, :~oundinq '3 reef with rocks to scarc fish into net traps and that new whizz-bang nlethod or usinq 
polsons, particularly cyanide to stun fish for the aquarium trade and to supply some of the new, affluent 
Asian yuppies with select-your-own live dinner from the restaurant tank. Th/s article mentions, in passing, 
that more people than the reefs can support rely on them for a source of food. In 1966, there were 36 mill- 
ion filipinos and 2.7 million ha of reef, mainly in good condition. In 1990 there were 62 million people 
and 808 of the reefs were in poor or only fair condition. 

International organisations aim to buy the island to forever protect its forests and coral reefs. 
* * * * 

Lismore's "Big Scrub Newsletter" has as usual, many relevant items. Advice of the logging reforms in NSW 
old growth forests by the new government, and some of the policies associated with this decision are listed. 

The illegal woodchip license(s) issued by a particularly incompetent federal deparLment and iLs minisLer is 
mentioned, and of the ingenious way that the licenses in question were 'surrendered' and replaced by new 
approvals that are said to be 'legal challenge proof'. ( Great way toruna democracy ? )  
There is a ihouqhtful article on toxic chemica!ls which are now everywhere - in our homes, our food, our 
workplaces, in the air we breathe,the water we drink,and the soil we get our sustenance. And there is a vast 
demand for these toxins building up in the 'third world'. 

Under 'Protection for Coastline' it reports the (new NSW) government will enforce the environmental policy 
on littoral RF in response to the great concern demonstrated by the community. Remaining LRF's will be pro- 
tected from inappropriate development through rigorous enforcement of policy. 

'I'l~ere is all updaie on Llie Lismorc lu.' Botanic Gardens proposal. Thc scl~cme is waiti~rq on orricinldom's d c ~ c i s -  
(ion, but the option on purchase of the ideal site was due to expire end of August. The land is at Wollongbar, 
and as I read it, is one of the small remnants of the once vast "Big Scrub". Must be saved! 

I . ' i n a l l y ,  there i s  n most informntivo paqc on 'Seed Collecting Tips', describing various types of RF seed, 
how to confirm ripeness and pojntina out t h a t  3 species of fungi could be responsible for damping-off of 
seedlings. Their source was "Rainforast Seed Collective N/L issue B,"so copyright precludes me from a wide- 
spread quotation. The f l ~ n q i  though are Rhiczoctonia, Pythium and Phytophthora and the recommendation is 
t h a t  i n r e c t a d  p l e ~ t s  are discarded, together with the medium they were growing In. 

*,  tr * 
David Noel % '*'Ac:,c;"nc Pulletin 9 4 / 9 5 "  also  included a review of "Frults of the RF" that I would have rep- 
rinted (with permission) if Colin hadn't been good enouqh to do it for us, though one of the points that 
"ACO---" made is 'While all the species shown are native to N. Qld. this does not mean that they are unsuited 
co other piaces. iWiure I - - -  7 nn - =  LL- -.-a c-..-a c...-eho- cfi.r4-h 

L L I ~ I I  IUU U L  L L ~ C  apCLLCa LVUllu .,vUc.., some as far as Victoria, and exper- 
iments have shown that many of these assumed "tropical" species will grow well outdoors in southern areas 
such as Perth if the right conditions are supplied. 

On a totally unrelated issue, David also reviews "Pecans - a Grower's Perspective" which prompted me to. 
mention this attractive and useful plant to you. There are several established trees on 'Booyong' that are 
untended, but bear a light crop of fruit. They are deciduous and well shaped, seem to have no problems from 
pcsts,  plcasilnl: t a s t i n g  - I ' d  rcckon that. they would make an ideal protective shield for a RT: planting, as 
the rol iaoe  i s  j u s t  t h e  r i . g h t  density i n  summer and of course lets in all the light in winter. An individual 
would be an attention-drawing specimen-tree Ear any garden. Y L 
'?tlc! (:rccrltlractl "Spr?ng Ncws" had a guest editorial. by the well known Ted Trainor called ' Stretching Our 
Tllnuqhts to 1,imitrng Our Growth'. tie pointed out that in the 1980's, Australia averaged 3.2% annual economic 
gj:owth, llut a l l  our problems got worse. If a 1% q r m t h  is sufficient to make the world economy healthy and 
i f  kppt t ha t  rate t j l  I 2 0 6 5 ,  and i f  all people were as rich as we would be, then total world economic 
output w o ~ l l d  be 210 times what i t  is today, The pursuit of growth is now being accompanied by a declining 
quality of l i f e .  We need to " iva  more a t t o n t i o n  to the possibility that sustainability cannot be achiev- 
ed wi thout fundamental s o c i a l  change. 



A SUGGESTION FOR A WORTHWHILE PROJECT -- PUTTING TOGETHER INFORMATION ON R F LANDSCAPING 

Bev Croft feels that this would be worthy of preparation and be useful to both amateur and professional 
people alike. It would be somewhat time consuming, but perhaps someone with the expertise and an interest 
in RF species and gardening could put together the array of information available to publish "a comprehen- 
sive survey of the landscaping possibilities of RF trees & shrubs. I know some books are available, but a 
problem 1 often face in finding a plant of suitable size and shape for a specific situation, or to fulfil 
a stipulated criteria for an area to be planted out. Useful books include the various Nicholsons and Jones 
publications, but RF trees vary considerably from specimen to specimen, according to soil, aspect, plant 
density etc. There is an enormous range of expected heights etc between authors and research. A big problem 
is the relative newnesss of growing RF. I would like to see more pictures of individual trees growing in 
open areas to assess the landscape possibilities. Brief word descriptions as 'tal1,bushy tree' for example, 
don't tell us a lot about their form, habit etc. We all know what to expect about, say, a liquidamber as 
with exotics generally as there has been so much work and interest in those species over centuries of hort- 
iculture." Bev suggests that putting together a reliable book/booklet would require someone (or a synd- 
icate?) able to trip around all appropriate botanic gardens and properties with mature trees that may have 
been planted by our earlier settlers and enthusiasts'for descriptions illustrated by photos or paintings. 

Sounds like over to you Hugh Nicholson ? 

~ u s t  to show that she doesn't expect. others to do all the work for the benefit of people like herself, Bev 
says that she is trying to set out a booklet with information for attracting RF birds and listing those 
plants that are necessary for food and shelter. It will apply particularly to the Border zone of NSW/Qld. 
as she has most of the lists of species - birds and plants - cross referenced completed and it is now timc 
to get down to the writing. Hopefully it will be out for the coming Xmas. (Let us know its availability, Bev) 

A FURTHER NOTE ON N/L 29's REFERENCE TO THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL HERBARIUM 

1 managed to omit the punch line of Dr. Judy West's discussion of the herbarium during her wireless inter- 
view where she mentioned the 25% of our nations plants being rare or threatened. The number of species that 
we have put at risk during our short occupation of the country is around 5,000. That is an absolutely dis- 
graceful situation, and one that must not be allowed to worsen. 

PERHAPS N S W WILL MANAGE TO HALT THE LOSS OF PLANT & ANIMAL SPECIES BY CONTROLLING LAND CLEARING 

The states government announced its new SEPP (State environment planning policy ) No 46 in August amidst the 
cries of "doom and gloom" andnwe'll all be rooned, Hanrahan". As Bob Beale, a Sydney Morning Herald enviro- 
mental writer said."Protecting plant cover is absolutely fundamental to protecting the soil on which so much 
of the nation's rural wealth depends. It is also vital to sustain the creatures that help so much to keep 
Ll,~nos bloloa~cally I~calthy. Yct many people still do not seem to have heard this message: puttinq the 
b r a k e s  on land clearinq today is pretty much a case of protecting land holders from themselves. There are 
far too many examples of blologlcally rich and valuable landscapes destroyed for short term gains that have 
left a few lndivlduals richer, and the nation poorer." Amen, Bob. 

A report for the Federal government "Native Vegetation Clearance, Habitat loss and Biodiversity Decline" 
states that of the 52 million ha of forest & woodland that once covered NSW, only 21 million remains. Of 
the 60% so far destroyed, half has been cleared in the last 50 years, and much of that has been land of 
very marainal value, now totally abandoned for agriculture. Some of the figures given for specific environ- 
ments/habitats are frightening, e.g. the grassy white box woodland of the western slopes, once several mill- 
ion ha have been reduced to a few scattered sites covering a total of only 50 to 100 ha. It goes on - the 
~urra~f~arling Basin, the Coast, Cumberland Plain (Sydney), M=, Rainforest (I tell you about this, often) 
Betwwen 1000 and 2000 birds permanently lose their habitat for every 100 ha of woodland cleared, while the 
clearinq of Mallee kills more than 85% of resident reptiles, more than 200 individual animals per ha. 

Despite these facts, there has been a big outcry from sections of the community, most coming from straight 
c~ut stirrers and rabble rousers, but some from people who have no idea of the conditions applying. Most 
lmportantly there is no total ban - just that permission must be obtained, native regrowth less than 10 
years old may be cleared without approval, fencing materials can be obtained, areas of 2ha or less do not 
require approval. 

The ~ l d  government toyed with taking similar action, but its minister for Lands buckled in under pressure 
from sections of the rural powerbrokers, who never ever vote for his party anyway and has decided to allow 
the present  unsatisfactory situation to remain. Some people have expressed amazement at some of the argum- 
ents advanced as , , te , ,why there should be no controls on landholders. Examples - "~aking away our rights", 
"Rcstrictinu URC , YOU must compensate us Eor preventing development" ( ?  of land bought cheaply because it 
was 'undeveloped'). Also, on t h e  f a c e  of it, most sections of the farming community unceasingly tell us 
that they are fast w i n g  broke because of - the  drought, the continual fall in commodity prices (I'll vouch 
tor that one), taxes too heavy, and many other excuses for them to demand and often receive assistance from 
tllose of us who do pay taxes.  But goad luck to them for getting away with it. Where then do they get the 
finance to pay land clearing contractors, or to pay for the fuel to operate their own equipment to clear, 
followed by the expenses of cropping bigger axeas, or of further overstocking of their property ? 

THE "WERRIKIMBIE" -- AUSTRALIAS FIRST GREAT RAINFOREST WILDERNESS N. P. MAY BE EXPANDED SOON 
This was, sort of, an election promise of the new NSW government. The Werrikimbie N.P. was created by the 
Wran govt more than 20 years ago, amidst much apposition particularly from the locals, many of whom are now 
my Friends and neighbnurs and who are totally unaware of my Walter Mitty life style. I know that many of our 
Group arc  very famlliar w i t h  Werrikimbf~, and it is a popular location enjoyed by a l o t  of people from the 
coast, also worth a lot of money to the tourism industry, and other businesses who ride along on i t s  coat 
tails. Another of i t s  values is as  a 'filter' and water catchment source, which ensures a fairly reliable 
supply of water to the region, thus ensuring maintenance of the present development and well being of the 
human population. What then are we to make of a continual tirade against this proposal by a rather churlish 
politician (actually my local 'representative', I somewhat shnmefacely admit) who, some say, is possibly, 
"rabble rouslng" and "scare mongering" in an endeavour to divide the community and stir up a few hot-heads. 
I trust that he knows what he is doing, but I do become concerned at the violence that sometimes occurs 
between genuinely concerned people and/or some who are misinformed or misled. OK, it's fair enough for any 
person used to being 'in the government' for 7 years, but gee, you can't win them all, and wouldn't it be 
good to act for ALL the electorate or even better, for the whole country? 

His most recent diatribe included "Massive job losses (in forestry, mining, grazing & tourism)" and "This 
wilderness will sterilise all our resources". What strange comments about an area almost completely untouch- 
ed by 6s for mpre than 200 years due to its isolation, poor fertility, absence of minerals, rugged topography. 
Yet, immediately someone wants to give it legislative protection we hear about all these magic, rich resources. 
There have been other comments in a similar vein from North coast peoples'representatives who are upset that 
a tiny fraction of our coastal waters be protected, or that just a little more land be added to the paltry 
fraction of about one 200th of the state declared wilderness. 



S (; A P IS A MEMBER OF THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF N S W I AM PLEASED TO SAY 

Our representative on the Council is IAN COX who was appointed earlier this year. Ian is a valued supporter 
of this N/L (though we have never met) and advises "If any district group or member wishes to raise a cons- 
ervation issue at the state level, please call me on 02 6542533. You now have a voice that can be heard." 

His first report is in 'Native Plants for NSW' July 95 where the emphasis from the NCC is on priority 
actions for the new NSW government to carry out. Most of these were pre-election promises by the ALP so it 
must be assumed that there will be no problems in implementing them. Best wishes on a thankless job, Ian. 

AN UPDATE FROM ALISON AND BILL ON THE PLANTS AND ANIMALS OF THEIR MEERSCHAUM VALE ( N S W )  GARDEN & BUSH BLOCK 

"AS you know it's wet sclerophyll with rainforest understorey and we have planted well over a thousand rain- 
forest trees. We've been amazed at the growth this year. Most of our trees seem to have just about doubled 
in size and are still putting on new growth through the Winter. The original Cabbage Tree Palms are fruit- 
ing or flowering heavily. A Polyscias elegans is fruiting for the first time and we have seen female Regent 
Bowerbirds eating the seeds. There are six seeds on a Harpullia frutescens from NQ. We have planted seeds 
from our Pilidiostigma qlabrum, Wilkiea hueqeliana, Psychotria loniceroides, Cryptocarya rigida, Cordyline 
congests, Alpinla arundeliana and A. caerulea. The ground orchids have been flowering in masses this year, 
particularly the Pterostylus nutans and P. baptistii. 

We are particularly interested in the fauna of the area and are noticing an increase in many species except 
Suqar-Gliders. We only found two of those recently, when we checked all the boxes and wonder if the rest 
have fallen victlm to our increased number of pythons and goannas. We were aware of quite a lot of young 
goannas last summer. They could easily squeeze in through the holes in the boxes. All ten boxes showed 
that animals or birds has been living in them at some time. 

A triangular box, designed for bats, is the favourite nesting place for White-throated Treecreepers and they 
are checking it out again this year. The Spotted and Striated Pardalotes are checking out the holes in the 
bank also the large roots where trees fell down when we had sixteen and a half inches of rain in one day in 
February. The Rainforest Piqeons are callinq frequently. Still waiting for a Wompoo, which wc haven't seen 
for three years. We are being visited several times daily by a pair of Crested Shrike-tits, who object to 
their own reflections in our windows. When bored with fighting those they demolish the flywires. They have 
been visiting for over three months now. An unusual sighting in this area. The North Coast Camp-out of the 
RAOU visited recently as did the Brunswick Valley Birdwatchers. Ours seems to be one of the few natural areas 
of this type left in the Ballina shire. 

David Sharpe did a survey of our place for NPWS recently and during some spotlighting, we found three Greater 
Gliders just outside the rainforest area in the eucalypts. Our first confirmation of them. He also keyed 
out a tiny bat that lives with up to eleven others in a hanging box under our verandah: a Nictopholous 
bifax, (Rare and Endangered we believe). We found the usual Koalas, Possums and birds." 

DAINTREE - -  NOT SAFE YET 

Flimi Godfrey alluded to this matter in her letter, quoted elsewhere, but forwarded the information contained 
in the winter "Bush Heritage News" for me to pass on. It details a disappointing side effect of the govts. 
Daintree Rescue Programme where one landholder, after entering negotiations with the Management Authority 
to buy back his 58ha property, brought in a bulldozer and chainsaw, threatening to clear it if he was not 
offered a fair price. When reasoning with the owner failed and he had begun bulldozer clearing, the Qld. 
Environment Minister placed an interim Conservation order on the site. There was an outcry in the media and 
member for Tablelands, one Tom Gilmore, described this asban appalling attack on the freehold property 
rights of every Queenslander", suggesting that it would lead to timber harvesters being deprived of their 
livelihood. 

Minister Robson pointed out that the landowner had offered his property under the rescue plan but the valu- 
ation process had not been completed, nor a formal offer made before he reorted to clearing. That property 
contained at least 20 rare and threatened tree species, some known only from small blocks of private land 
in thc Daintree, and was documented by the CSIRO as important Cassowary habitat. 

~ l s o  in that area, there have been reports that some landholders have been 'panic clearing' their blocks 
in the belief that controls will soon be brought in to prevent them clearing house sites or access routes. 
It has been suggested that this belief is even being encouraged by some estate agents. ( And by others who 
aspire to be elected to'positions where they;can benefit from a 'divide and rule at any cost' syndrome ? )  

Anyway, Mimi considered this, put very delicately,as "an act of bastardry". Difficult to disagree with that. 
Personally, I wonder what sort of upbringing and education these types of residents and their political 
allies received in their formative years. And blokes like Robert Payne are the ones who suffer such pain 
and traumas while those who take pleasure in such deliberately destructive activities so often get through 
l i f c  unscathed. Sometimes we must agree - there is no justice. 

WE HAVE A REQUEST FOR A DISCUSSION ON GENETIC INTEGRITY (OR PROVENANCE) AND ITS IMPORTANCE 

This  has been suggested by Garry Reed of Indmroopilly who feels that this is of long term importance, but 
that it i s  n o t  given enough considexation by SGRp (or many of its members) though he suspects that this 
attitude is changing. Some of the points that have to be taken into account on this topic are:- the scien- 
tific value of individual populations of every speciea within a localised environment, a wide spread of 
genetic diversity tha t  occurs in species isolated from their fellows, sundry other benefits. 
Then again, we are bringing everything in our woxld down to "the lowest common denominator" wlth the same 
food plant  species grown everywhere; domestic stock, animal pets, identical weeds worldwide; microbes and 
the like being  spread by t h e  widespread movement of people and their animalstas well as oc?ean and stream 
fauna and flora, often knowingly, by shipping movements. Genetic engineering is a vexed question, and of 
crucial concern torthinking people ,  but C h i s  Is considered te be a key vall?e in enabling 2-c to .n?aninr1la+~ c- --- -- 
assets and 'values , despite almost certain disasters happening, both to the environment and ourselves. 
Ironically, it seems that it is the same scientific establishment that is involved in gene experimentatibn, 
the movement of various organisms (the push to,bring Foot b Mouth pathogen into Oz recently is a classic 
example), and yet demands genetic integrity of the environment. You can't have it both ways. 

Garry sent several items of interest for the N/L which I will include next time, because - 

f HAVE RUN OUT OF SPACE AEhIN And X had a stack of stuff that I wanted to get into this issue. 
Thinqs like those damn deliberate burns inwekerly-windy August when the bulk of our birds are nesting, 
descriptions of indiv idual  species, propagation results and ideas, and lots more. Patticularly the current 
fad of our d e c i s i o n  makers to sell off every public asset that is not nailed down. I reckon that it won't 
be long before many of our Forests, Reserves and other public lands will be disposed of and I'm trying to 
qct some thoughts intn a semblance of order to initiate a discussion on this subject, too. 

In the meantime Boycott all French goods and services. 
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