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"Wwhen a man despoils a work of art we call him a vandal: when he

despoils a work of nature we call him a developer® (J W Krutch) Ceonrtesv of Patrick Bennett
GROUP ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY

The years' 4 newsletters contained the customary balance of RF themes - horticulture, ecoloqy, environmen-
tal matters, economic and political influences, and conservation issues. There was criticsm from a couple
of people on specific N/L content and perhaps a few who did not renew their membership toock exception to a
particular comment. So be it - sensible discussion can not be undertaken with intolerant or 'thin skinned'
individuals. There were complimentary letters and personal remarks from many who either generally agreed
with the general tenor, or else were prepared to consider a different angle from accepted views that may
have been held on an issue or two.

RFSG activities were well supported in Brisbane with an average 10 =~ 15 people attending, though a couple
of organised meetings and campouts in NSW were poorly attended. Membership is around the same level as last
year. The input to the N/L from individuals is pleasing, gradually increasing as time goes on.

The Seed Bank was well supported and patrick now encloses a 'results form' with each batch supplied so that
we can record germination rates, apparent viability, etc.

The usual appreciation should be passed on to those Regions who forward their regular journals to me to
enter into our 'library' (would anyone like to refer to them, or borrow?). Thanks also to the many who have
contributed to the Group in various ways - particularly Patrick n"geeds", Peter and Jeremy "Activity Organ-
isers", Peter "Labels"” and the various hosts to activities and meetings.

' Income $ Expenditure S
Subscriptions 781 Printing & Stationery 488
Donations 66 Balance B/F 1994 Postage & Phone 512 Balance C/F 1995
Bank Interest 15 $1140 Repair Typewriter 20 $982
862 1020

Note (1) Costs of 5 N/Ls are in these figqures, and (2) many have paid 2 years subs. in advance, while
several are well in front by their $20 for the next 4 years,so this has bloated our bank balance. But we
have sufficient funds for the coming year with little in reserve, as I believe it should be.

IT IS NOW THE TIME TO INTRODUCE OUR NEW MEMBERS

With the usual warm welcome! Together with the hope that they gain some benefit and knowledge from their
stay, but also that they pass on to the Group some of their own experiences, suggestions, or asking questions.

MANY OF YOU HAVE RETURNED THE LITTLE QUESTIONNAIRE WITH YOUR SUBS

For which I am most appreciative. (Eventually) I will summarise these and in conjunction with previous
surveys, try and develop the N/L to cater for all interests. The only problem with this idea though, is
that many of the suggestions and preferences are diametrically opposed to one another (to pinch a phrase
from our SGAP SA Journal editor), so while you please some, others may take offence or be disappointed.
one thing I did notice as the last batch came back was that there is a surprising number of RFSG people
who are either involved in or would like to learn more about bush regeneration. Very good to see.

NOBODY VOLUNTEERED TO ASSIST WITH A GROUP DISPLAY AT SYDNEYS SGAP SPECTACULAR

Which I found disappointing. Helen Joyce actually put up the display but was .committed to spend her time
elsewhere, so we had nobody involved to answer questions, or to spread the word. Perhaps next time 2
OUR SEED BANK CURATOR IS Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Court Pine Mountain Q 4306

Patrick has a heap of seed just busting out of his storage and he is itching to get it out, into members
hands. So make his day and send him your requests .together with a stamped SAE. Species available are -

Alchornea ilicifolia Cassia marksiana Elaeocarpus reticulatus Nauclea orientalis

Alyxia ruscifolia Cassine australis Flindersia xanthoxyla Notelaea microcarpa

Araucaria cunninghamii Commersonia fraseri Hibiscus heterophyllus Pandorea jasminoides
Archontophoenix alexandrae Cordyline petiolaris Hymenosporum flavum ditto (pink) ditto (white)
Atalaya salicifolia Gl stricta Jagera pseudorhus Passiflora sp (Cape Hillsbo)
Backhousia citriodora Doryanthes palmeri Lomatia arborescens Pittosporum bicolor

Barklya syringifolia Decaspermum parviflorum Melia azedarach Stenocarpus sinuatus

Capparis arborea Elaeocarpus grandis Microcitrus australis Syzigium wilsonii ssp. wilsonii

Rcent donations from - C Shackel, A Lyons, G Nosworthy & L Radunz. Thank you all. Anyone else to supply ?

Some members have received a propagation sheet from Patrick to record your results. If all goes well this
week, I will get copies printed and send out one of these with the N/L and hope that each of you will in
turn have it copied and complete a sheet of the results that you get from any RF species you germinate.
Especially species that are considered difficult, or those not usually in cultivation



MEMBERS  PAGE NEWS + VIEWS » COMMENTS » ETC

PHIL LANE mentioned that Jeremy Trahair spoke at his Sydey SGAP Group, describing the ICI sponsored 'Eart-
watch Scholarship' in a Nth. Qld. Rainforest. (See Jeremy's comments in our N/L No. 27 for a summary).
Phil feels that RF plants in pots have a quality and beauty of their own, and wonders how past generations
neglected this group; then again they didn't show much respect for indigenous peoples, let alone the flora
and fauna.

We always welcome VAN KLAPHAKE with open arms whenever he is able to get up this way. He has been doing a
comprehensive survey of Sita Parson's property and has listed 404 native species to date, as well as a sur-
prisinag 100 weeds. Her place is at the foot of the Comboyne Plateau and comprises creek flats, gentle
slopes,to steeper areas. It was used for dairying back in the days pre the Poms abandoning colonial trade
for the dubious benefits of the Common Market,so hadn't been really drastically disturbed other than the
growino of silage and fodder on the flats. So, 100 weeds in this situation would not be expected from my
own experience. I wonder how regions where intensive farming is carried out will rate when the areas are
either abandoned or come under a more enlightened and responsible mangement regime ? But, on with the story.
I stand open mouthed at times when Van pauses at some spot along a track and names perhaps 10 species of
around-hugging plants - herbs, sedges and grasses - in just a few moments.

Illness has kept PAULINE CROFT from getting to Brisbane meetings this year, but hopes to get in touch again
very soon. We all hope that Pauline has recovered and again makes up the numbers at our get-togethers.

TED TEUTSCH has sent us a preliminaryspecies list of his friends'(and our new members, John & Vicki Lloyd)
property at Dungog. They have a cabin type tourist accomodation that was briefly mentioned in a previous
N/1,. Handy to some great forests around Dungog/Gloucester, Allyn River area and Barrington Tops and not
too far from the delightful as yet unspoilt Myall Lakes system on the coast. (Myall Lakes NP has a pop-
ulation of the rare and endangered Cryptocaria foetida among the gems of its flora population).

The postcard depicted the lush, STRF ' Yidney Scrub' on Fraser Island, where JOIN and ANNA WENK reocently
holidayed. Anna wrote that it is a most remarkable island - RF so much like home (Port Macquarie NSW),
except for the beautiful Angiopteris evecta and Satinay trees. Very few weeds. It's a birdo's paradise -
White cheecked and Scarlet lloncyeaters are in plague proportions and she has fallen in love with Dotterels.
Dingo roam everywhere just like suburban pooches.

GRAHAM NOSWORTIIY took a break away from the local RF and recently spent 5 days away in western Qld., out
near Quilpie seeking the red flowdﬁng Hakea sp. Nora. This is very rare and few people know anything at all
about it but with the help of a local grazier Graham managed to find it. On the way home he called in to

see Oliver Carter, as do many others to catch up on "Manna's" work. He also mentivned that the recent season
around Pullenvale has been fairly good, such a change from previous years, and that a recent highlight of
his garden has heen the flowering of Elacaocarpus bancrofti after such a long time, but it was well worth
walting for. Very large flowers - it's a beauty.

Gradually settling in at the Gympie property, AUGUST FRICKE mentioned that he wished to have more time
available to explore the district, including Cooloola N.P. (Remember the big fight we greenies had to wage
so many years ago to prevent this unique place being destroyed by the sand miners ?) August says there are
other treasures around, some huge trees have survived in inaccessible places. It's beaut !

A member close to "Booyong", KARL ANDERSON of Killabakh returned to Sweden a couple of years ago, but was
unable to catch up with our friend Thomas Carlsson, so: he went back in July in an effort to find out what
Thomas's Aussie RF really looks like. I hope that he did make contact, even if only to encourage T C to
come out here, and see some of our forests "in the flesh".

Just about settled in at Rutherglen (a delightful spot in N.E.Vic) PETE SMITH writes that they didn't real-=
ise the effort involved in the move. Survived their first Vic winter (just), while the family is enjoying
the extra space of their couple of acres, adding ducks and horses to the resident animals. "Sadly, RF plants
haven't featured amongst our recent activities, but when things settle down even more and the weather warms
up, 1 hope to grow some things, but may have to change my focus somewhat.*

Our Group has a high % of members active in an environmental field - DANIE ONDINEA says that she has set
up a small business called Designing For Wildlife. At the time of writing she was doing battle for some
heath remnants on a golf course, plus working for a few councils on minor consultancy. We wish you every

success and trust you achieve lots of wins. (0thers who I am aware of with an involvement in
environmental consultancy are David Thomas, Robert Payne and Garry Daly. The four of them live in, or
close to Sydney).Maybe other members do this sort of work - if so you should let me know and I will mention

1t in thesc pages. Perhaps some business could come your way tor 1t is certainly of increasing demand in
our society.

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE "FAIRIES PAINTBRUSH" - ARCHIDENDRON GRANDIFLORUM ?

Geoff Warn is seeking info on this plant, saying " I saw this tree in flower at O'Reilly's a few years ago
and with such lovely flowers I thought it should be a popular garden tree, particularly as it doesn't grow
too big but haven't seen it in any nurseries. It may be available up north but I didn't find any on our
recent jaunt. Floyd states that fresh, scarified seed is needed for propagation, so, has anyone had any

experience with this tree? 1Is any seed available? Will it grow so far south (Wollongong)?

Would appreciate any information at all on this one. Geoff mentioned that he is starting to plant out
some of his long-time polted plants al the new residence (perhaps some ol you will vemember Lhab Geoff
sent us a list of the species he was growing on the home unit balcony, a cowle of years ago)

WHICH IS A MOST CONVENIENT LEAD-IN TO JO BENYONS UPDATE ON LONG HELD POT PLANTS PUT INTO THE GROUND

Some years ago, Jo mentioned that she had been given a collection of indoor plants that had got a bit long
in the tooth. They were planted out and in answer to my request for a progress report, all urgent jobs
were deferred with an excuse for a ramble through their 'jungle'. Some of the planting did not survive,
¢ thers were planted into a burnt area under big Eucs and with no other competition. However subseguent
regrowth of baeckia, wattles, ti-tree, gahnia etc swamped many of them. Tree falls damaged a few survivors.

Some have survived to varying degrees -~ Tristaniopsis laurina doing well at about 3%m high, is above the
competition and looks healthy. Dysoxylon fraserianum (probably) has a broken off stem, its remaining metre
has 3 weak side shoots "hanging on". Along the creek the Stenocarpus sinuatus stem was broken a couple of
years ago, but a coppice shoot is about lm high and looks healthy. A Geissais benthamii barely hung on for
a few years before "carking", while nearby an unidentified species looks crook, but with a mere couple of
yellowish leaves, it can' be identified. A Rhodosphaera rhodanthema was put into an open area, unburnt
since 1983 at lecast, but surrounded by lots of Callicoma serratifolia, sedges etc,has tried to reach the

light. It is about 2.6m high with_a very spindly trunk just 4cm dia at the base and narrowing to 1,5cm at
the top where a small rosette of leaves are hanging on,” accompanied by 5 little bunches of leéaves lower

down, though all look healthy enough. 1In a sparsely vegetated spot also unburned for ages a Brown Pine -
podocarpus elatus - looks healthy though with sparse foliage, at 2.3m high and 1.3m wide, while 2 Hoop Pines
Araucaria cunninghamii have done best. One is 3m high x 2m wide and lots of new, healthy growth. The other
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15 3m high, the bottom branches almost 3m wide and lots of healthy new growth. These pines, like all the
other species had been indoor for years, and were not pruned before plahting out (they were about 1Ym high
at that time). They did not do much for the first couple of years, and then seemed to take off. Perhaps it

tod: time for new roots to grow down and get established? None of the plants have really been given any TLC,
though they probably were given some blood and bone at the time of planting. ek

Other species pl§nted on the property include a Huon Pine, Dacridium frankliniyis slow growing but looks
very healthy; while another Tas. plant - a Callitris sp(?) is 3m tall though very spindly. Tried another

vouple of Hnrk Reans but they also did not survive. Resides the problem of competition From natural recg-
rowth, wallabies eat lots of things, and Jo has reluctantly decided to give up planting anything oul in
the "bhush". local RF species are appearing naturally and regularly, so every effort will be made to keep

fire out and allow them form a hatural succession.

On a personal note, the Benyons have just returned from a stay in USA, babysitting 2 grandchildren while
the third was arriving,and helping out in its early days.

A QUESTION ON GETTING THE PEANUT TREE - STERCULIA QUADRIFIDA -~ TO SET SEED

Our Wallum ( Heath plants ) expert, Barbara Henderson recently wrote with an update of current activities
md wonders jif anyone can tell us if the species requires more than one plant to bear fruit ? She has a
plant in the native fruits garden which flowered this year, but did not form any fruit. Perhaps it was not
given enough water, though it is likely that nearby plants are necessary for cross pollination.

A single Blueberry Ash, Elaeocarpus reticulatus, 3 years old flowered and fruited earlier, as did a Phyll-
anthus sp. less than 2 years old. Another, the local Celastrus subspicatus, constantly flowers and fruits
though 1t no doubt fertilised by plants surviving in the wild, if it is not self-pollinating. Evodiella
muelleri, which was whipper-snipped, has recovered beautifully, and is the same size as the one planted to
replace it and that would have been within 2 - 2% years; both now lm or so high.

Barbara mentioned in passing, "still losing Wallum and all other habitats around SE 0ld. Tt is like a slow

cancer -1t happens gradually and unceasingly. The pollies make all sorts of excuses, but none of them is
really effective. — ...... need to work hard on educating the masses". (Ed. Yes Barb, and if we don't suc-
ceed, we may as well give it all away.)

AN UPDATE ON BETTY RYMER'S KENTHURST (SYDNEY) GARDEN

The RF plants look good after autumn rain and run-off through our 'easement', especially Tree Ferns & Cord-
ylines. An Angiopteris evecta is now a good size, Cassia marksiana grown from seed about 9 years ago must
be 20ft high but never flowers. Dysoxylon, Flindersia schottiana and Alloxylon pinnatum (I've been warned
this one can drop dead anytime) are going well, my Bunya and all the Syzigiums are growing rapidly while
Buckinghamia celsissima that I grew from seed 6 years ago had one flower spike this year - so there is

always hope!

WHILE HERE AT "“BOOYONG" AN EXCEEDINGLY HEAVY JULY FROST DID HEAPS OF DAMAGE

And no doubt was serious at many other members properties. That frost was reported to have affected much
of the NSW coast, and probably inland areas as well. An elderly local resident claimed that it was the
worst he had ever seen in this district, while the effects here were not only on our limited RF plantings,
- Betty Rymer gave us some of her Buckinghamia seedlings years ago which we diligently nursed along, put
one out 2 years ago when about 30cm high but it didn't like its position, hung on for ages and duly died.
However we decided to plant out our potted (pride and joy) specimen earlier this year as it was just over
4ft tall but now looks mortally wounded. As to be expected, Nth Q. species fared just as badly thouqgh most
of them were well advanced, though a Grevilles baileyana is totally unaffected. Even potted ferns, and the
odd exotic on our protected (downhill-facing) verandah were hit.

In the forest, not only werc things like Croton verrauxii, Rhodamnia rubescens, Claoxylon australc, Ficus
coronata damaged to some extent; Hibiscus heterophyllus very badly 'burnt'; reasonably large (20 -30 ft.
high) Stingers, Dendrocnide excelsa - for the 2nd year in a row; - Tamarinds, Diploglottis australis 4+ Jagera
pscudorhus the Foambark were obscrved with damaged top leaves, new growth I suppose.

Since then it has been bone dry, which T would imagine will ensure that the more frost-affected plants
have a slim chance of recovering. Our winter rainfall totalled a mere 29mm, just over the inch, for those
3months. Could be a bad summer, though it is now raining (2nd Sept)with 1%" so far.

Do other members have anything to pass on about frost damage, or surprise survivors ?

FURTHER TO JULY'S REPORT ON VANDALISM AT OLIVER CARTERS TOOWOOMBA NURSERY

Oliver sent us news on the subsequent situation. Gatton College have offered him free and safe storage for

1 or 2 specimens of his rarer or difficult to obtain species, as well as assistance by individuals,and lab-
oratory facilities in an effort at embryo rescue of aborted seeds/fruits of inter-specific Syzigium hybrids.
It is quite common for hybrid embryos to cease development at some stage, when they are aborted before

they attain sufficient growth to be viable.

One example of the losses, and serious interference to his research and plant breeding is :- A Syzigium
wilsonii ssp wilsonii specimen has been carefully (and expensively) nurtured for 4 years. There were 15
flower sprays just starting to open at the time the 2-4-5T was sprayed. Though the plant has survived, it
is severely affected and even though it may recover, it will certainly not be in time for it to flower next
summer, This one event is particularly seriousas it was intended to use its pollen on many other species.
Though other wilsoniis are in nursery stock, they may be not mature enough to be expected to flower soon.
There were 2 hybrids on the way to developing fruit - a Syzigium eucalyptoides x wilsonii which got sprayed
and is now history,and a Syzigium jambos x wilsonii that is now just 12cm high which luckily survives. As

T believe maturec, potted S. wilsonii are unavailable in the trade, it seems my breeding work with this
plant is held up for 2 years now. And on the technical side of his activities, Oliver says -

"Chromosone doubling, again in dozens of species, is held up or is delayed for 2 years. Take the example of
Callistemon citrinus var angela. The top of a small plant was treated with a solution of celchicene which
doubled the usual diploid (2N) cell chromosone number to the tetraploid (4N) chromosone no. This resulted
in a more vigorous, upright shoot. The advantage of the 4N form is increased vigour with possible larger
flowers. I have to start again, say 6 months to get cuttings going, another 6 for it to recover from
colchicine treatment, and then at least another year before it is big enough to flower. There is the minimum
of 2 years, whereas the original treated plant would have flowered during autumn, or the present spring."

As 1 said previously, we are all saddened by that episode, and can only wish him well, together with our
hopes that a total recovery of his research and experiments occurs within a reasonable time scale.



MEMBERS LETTERS RECENTLY RECEIVED

There were many snippets of interest from Sydney's MIMI GODFREY that she mentioned in her note enclosing
the details of that wanton and Lotally unnecessary destruction at the Daintree, covering a number of areas

of our north. I believe that Mimi has had many trips around the top end, is very keen on the regions bot-
any and has an extensive herbaria gathered over the years. Her comments include -

*7 have been overland twice to as far as Weipa, and also once right to the top - overland. T hope to get
back next year on a trip from Cairns - Cape Trib - Bloomfield - to The Top if the tour I'm doing from Darwin

with Aust. Eco Adventures turns out OK. I have not travelled with them before. They are a 4wd mob and can
get me into places on the Cape where I've never managed to reach previously. I am going to have a week on

my own in Darwin also, and somehow I'm going to get to the Herbarium at Palmerston. Like to get the location
of some of the plants up there that I haven't found yet - e.g. Lysophyllum binatum, Harrisonia, which should
be around the East Darwin area somewhere." "I'm glad to see your recommendation of the Black-
down Tablecland. I've been trying to convince fellow members (Connie & Ian McPherson) to go up there - a
beaut spot. Also to go to Tondoon Gardens at Gladstone which are great. Better than Rocky's bicentennial
Garden - better sct out with plants from the same area kept together in beds."

"reading of Oliver Carter's Toowoomba nursery being vandalised in our N/L, reminded me of what happened

last New Year's eve at Mission Beach. Norm Byrnes (who used to be with Darwin and later Brisbane Herbarium)
was doing a magnificent job at Mission with an Environment project - a lot to do with Cassowary food - among
other fields and the building was burned down, arson suspected. 1'd say, being New Years eve, prdoably by
drunken louts. The building was insured, but they had just got a display together and Norm lost all his
specimens, records, books etc that were not insured. Fortunately his nursery section wasn't damaged. The
project is on the site of an old school and was a large grassed area that Norm was to replant with veget-
ation native to the district. Very disheartening - he's spent years building everything up.”

Mimi will be back from her trip now, maybe we can press her into doing a summary of the highlights fer a
later N/L. The mystery of where that computer disc that NSW Region offered us, and is now with Jan Skad |

came from,is solved. It was from Mimi who kept the printed items in the package,but passed on the diac .
s she as she does not have the 'hardware' to use it. Thanks for that Mimi - I'm sure Jan is getting ™.
good drum from it. * * * )

BEV CROFT at Tyagerah NSW has been catching up around the property after returning from a 6 week tour of
Turkey and Spain where, she said there is not much RF - or any other type! Locally,the environmentally degr-
adina” gillinudgel - Chinderah tollway proposal has been wiped by the new government which is also trying

to bring some sanity into the pro pro-development council, and is questioning how it seems never to say no

to any development, even though they may be well contravening good planning procedures quite often.

The Crofts are continuing their replanting programme, with about 3000 in so far, with most growing well
thouqh like here at 'Rooyong', wallabies are a problem. It is a windy spot with often strong sth westerlies
and nor' easters, probably still salt laden as they are just about a mile from the sea.
Bov asks " ARE ANY OTHER MEMBERS GROWING IN SIMILAR CONDITIONS ?" She would like to get in touch to see how
they handle this problem. Their location has a thin layer of red (volcanic?) soil covering a clay found-
aLion."our long term aim is to make our replanted RF into a beautiful landscaped garden while at the same time

trying to bring back the original diversity as far as possible. Regent Bowerbirds are having a great time
in the Blueberry Ashes at the moment. Keep up the present format of the N/L - 1 love to read the snippets
of others' efforts. Maybe we should tally up how many trees members have collectively planted?”

* * *

From Wollongong NSW, GEOFF WARN sends an update on his efforts at propagating Bunya Pines from seed (coll-
ected from Sydney's historic Rookwood Cemetry). "I had one success, now doing well as an indoor plant.
Cleaning up after our moving house, I threw out the potting mix from a pot in which I had sown 3 seeds as
they hadn't sprouted. Lo and behold, a shoot had come out of each seed and formed a long rounded nodule,
about the size of the original seed with a further shoot growing from this towards soil surface. It appears
that the seed had sprouted, formed a food reservoir and lay dormant, waiting for something to happen. So I
replanted these with the shoots above the soil and away they went! I guess that the seed had been planted
for about 3 years, so I don't know how long they had been dormant, but 1'11 keep a closer look in future.
Unfortunately, all the seed T kept in reserve has gone mouldy so it doesn't keep for long. Also the Bunya

nuts in rum were terrible (must have been the rum!)"

Geoff also mentioned that earlier in the year they did an impromptu trip to mid NSW north coast; after a
weeks bushwalking at Barrington Tops visited Ellenborough Falls, the impressive Boorgana NR and Sea Acres
at Port Macquarie - a high entry fee but I think we got our money's worth as we spent most of the day there.
Taok heaps of photos. (Ed. Now do you believe we do live in a piece of paradise ?) Meanwhile, we've just
spent 2 weeks away, one week walking in the Border Ranges: Mt Warning (NSW), Mt Lindesay (Both) & Mt.
parney (0). Some good RFT on all peaks, although on Mt Barney it is confined to the gorges. Mt Barney was
particularly interesting, not in the RF flora, but the astounding similarities with Sydney's sandstone
Flora ! Then a week at Carnarvon Gorge, where the RF is limited to only a few species dominated by the
Cabbage Palm, Livistona sp. (closely allied to L. nitida) and Macrozamia moorei. Others include Ficus
Coronata, Glochidion ferdinandi, Acmena sp., and several tree ferns. The King Fern, Angiopteris evecta
lives here in one of the side gorges and has huge fronds 4 - 5m long. Good to see! Unfortunately though,
e park management decided to do a "comprehensive burn' i.e. 100% burn, of the Park last November, so many

plants were still recovering. But a good trip anyway.

On the way home we stopped off at the Dorrigo NP which is pretty good too. Should they rename Tristania
Falls to Lophostemon Falls? Unfortunately not much in flower (some Acronychia and Mistletoe) but the "Sky-
walk out over the escarpment gives great access to the treetops and would be eye catching when the trees
are in flower. Geoff also mentioned that he also got to Alan Batleys for the meeting and was most”

impressed with their set-up.

RHODA JEAVONS who you may recollect is particularly interested in woodlot/plantation cabinet timber and has
a wide species range at their Gosford property, belongs to the !'Subtropical Farm Forestry Assn' and wonders
if other RFSG people may be interested in it. Their emphasis is obviously commercial planting but they are
basically growing RF trees. After a rather long gestation period it now produces a guite informative "News".
Rhoda sent me their first edition for perusal, adding that subsequent issues are more informative. The -’

sibs. is $25 pa which leads me to assume that they publish frequently.

She mentions they have growing, a large healthy specimen of Medicosma citriflora, nearly extinct in the
wild. The source of this one was upstream from Grafton NSW (along the Clarence River?). Hasn't yet attempted
to propagate it, though the donor said it can be struck from cuttings, with difficulty. If any of the Group
is keen to try it, Rhoda is prepared to find a few suitable cuttings. If you do not have the members add-
ress list, write to me and I'll pass on your reguest.

on that 'new' Phytopththora in Tasmania interesting, as I gather that

They found Phil Parsons comments
formation about this destructive introduction.

Harry and Rhoda are gathering in
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RESPONSES FROM MEMBERS TO PREVIOUS TOPICS AND GENERAL COMMENTS

1 was pleased that one of our very new members, IAN DYER of Craignish Q1d., was good enough to comment on

a batch of earlier N/L's that he sought. He wrote "We are located just west of Hervey Bay and clinging pre-
cariously to a few remnant patches of what was once a diverse rainforest area - with such a population ex-
plosion the developers are rampant. Someone was comparing seedling vs cutting grown Buckinghamias and al-
though I haven't trialled them simultaneously, I have had good success with seedlings, flowering well at
three years of age. Possibly the growing conditions play a role here (warmer climate?). You mentioned the
possible benefit of increased Phosphorus use in r/f trees. My experience here would add weight to tHis since
the only artificial watering my plants have had is household waste water (auto pump-out from holding tank of
all house water except toilets) which has high P content due to detergents. Growth has been good despite the
degraded rocky soil (mined by pineapple farmers over 60 years), droughts, windy conditions, and poor prepar-
ation due to my inexperience. Fastest growth has been with Hymenosporum (6m), Syzygium oleosum (5m) and
Carpentaria acuminata (5m) over a four year period.

It has often concerned me that despite a large number of people now growing natives generally, and rainforest
plants in particular, we have relatively few members in SGAP and the study groups. I think this is largely

a product of that great Australian pastime, apathy, but also that we are not reaching prospective members

(I propagated and grew natives for years before I knew SGAP even existed. despite living in Sydney at the
time). Perhaps we should be "advertising"” ourselves to professional bodies, horticulturalists, botanic
gardens, nurseries etc. There must be an abundance of knowledge locked up in their collective heads.

** On another topic, has the Study Group tried to conduct a coordinated approach to testing the propagation
and growing of various plants across the country? Members willing to be involved could receive seeds and
test them under their conditions, reporting back on how they grow in various climates, soil types, topography,
watering regimes and so on. In the end we would have a much more accurate database on growing conditions to
feed to the general public. I would be happy to help direct people to places of interest when they are vis-
iting this area - I think this is a great way of introducing members to each other and finding out about
places that you visit. Let me know if you are ever intending to visit the area.”

(Ed. I will take up your invitation ASAP and trust that other members do likewise).

** No Ian. Our Group has not been involved in such a worthy study, but perhaps individual members have done
some work on this matter. With such a far-flung membership as we have, it is difficult to achieve effective
liaison between even small numbers. Also, long experience has indicated to me that our people generally
prefer to do their own thing,as a number of suggested projects that have been made over the past 5% years
have not got off the ground. I've run out of ideas on how to get people involved and have resolved to just
concentrate on producing an information filled N/L, and hope like hell that our members get so enthusiastic
that they take on particular aspects useful to themselves, our community, and to the environment.

AN INVITATION YOU CAN'T REFUSE =-- TO SEE SOME OF OUR LESS PUBLICISED FORESTS 1IN VICTORIA

Wayne O'Connor is happy to assist us when passing through his area, saying "It looks like I have obtained

a full time job with Conservation and Natural Resources where I work mainly at maintenance in Parks but fill
in for Rangers occasionally. In the Bairnsdale area I have a good knowledge of rainforest areas through my
job and would be glad to show people from the RFSG these places. I will write some information on these
areas in the future if you can use it." (Ed. Yes please).

"I have heard that APM is using Mycorrhizal fungus for protecting their seedlings against disease-causing
fungi, and it also improves the plants' nutrition by up to 50%. I was wondering if this would aid the growth
of rainforest plants also? The only information I can find on it is (the attached copy) from ECOS which may

be of interest to members". Write to Wayne at Waddells Rd, Nicholson, Vic. 3882 to arrange your visit to
his area.

TREES AND FUNGI -- A PRODUCTIVE PARTNERSHIP

This is the heading of the topic mentioned by Wayne, in "ECOS No. 54 1987/88". We have both found it to be

an interesting, though somewhat technical, description of symbiotic relationships that can either extend the
natural life of a tree, or cause an untimely death - depending on the various species involved.

It describes the need for a fungus to obtain certain nutritional matter from other plants, including vitamins
and carbohydrates to enable its survival. Trees supply only a relatively small amount of these compounds so
it has no effect on their health, while the associated fungus repays the favour by fungal hyphae (filaments)
attached to the tree's roots which extend through adjacent soil and absorb water and nutrients. These are
taken up by the tree, enabling it to benefit from a "proxy's" efforts - in effect a vastly increased root
area without the need for the tree itself to make more roots.

The article is 7 pages. If you are interested in the subject you can borrow it from me for a quick perusal.

Would anyone with experience in Mycorrhizae and RF plants be able to let me know?

ROBERT PAYNE WAS BITTEN BY A WHITE TAILED SPIDER AND CONFIRMS THAT IT IS A DREADFUL EXPERIENCE

Those who have met Robert, from the Gosford district north of Sydney, will be concerned by this news. His
wife, Maggie, wrote in July "Robert was bitten by a White-tailed spider in the school holidays recently.

He was not worried about it at first, but he became quite ill and as a result is now in Gosford District
Hospital, unable to walk because the poison has affected the nerve tissue in both of his legs. The business
was coing so well, but all of Robert's clients are prepared to wait as they value Robert's expertise and know-
ledge of the environment. He will get over this, I cannot believe a spider can do so much damage to the

human body".

I spoke to Robert early in September. He had been in hospitals for 2 months, had several complete changes of
blood, lost 30kg in weight (virtually all in the muscular system) and was scheduled to spend a fortnight at
a rehab. centre to train him to walk again. There were other problems associated with the episode, but I
thought that he sounded well, and has kept his sense of humour. There are two hopes that I am sure we feel -
the first is that Robert recovers completely and quickly, and secondly that none of us or any friends, acqg-
vaintances or relatives ever has the misfortune to be bitten by one of these creatures. You should all bone
up on that member of the Arachnids - as they say,to be forevarned is to be forearmed. They are found all
through Australia, affect individuals in different ways, and little is known about them, or the treatment of
their bite and symptoms. While you are on the job, check up on Lyme disease (from Ticks) - similar effects.

ANOTHER REPORT ON JULY'S FROST DAMAGE -- FROM MARLEE (INLAND OF TAREE) N S W

Our newish members, Brian and Sue had major losses in their native gardens, but RF plants were the most aff-
ected. Individuals as high as 2m came off second best, and even seedlings and small plants in the shadehouse
were damaged. They also pointed out that fruits on Alphitonia excelsa (Red Ash) that they had been hoping

to obtain seed later on, had been so chilled that the fruit had been aborted, months before seed would have
matured. I checked some of our trees on "Booyong" and found that the same thing happened here. Obviously

no crop from the species around here, this year. Wonder what others will also not fruit this year? And over

how vast an area ?



HARRY FRANZ RELATES SOME RECENT NEWS AND EVENTS AROUND HIS DISTRICT IN SOUTH-EAST QLD

lle has always been concerned about large RF arcas being cleared as it is all too easy for small communities
of rare plants to be wiped out. Like those of our study who are familiar with various RF habitat he is
aware of the many obvious differencesto be found in, superficially similar situations. Some plants are
found 1in particular areas, but are totally absent in others where they may be expected. And as we are all
aware, sites are being cleared at a rate that does not allow time for even cursory surveys to be made so
that we don't even know what becomes extinct before they are described, maybe even unseen by people.

However, one new animal has been recently 'discovered' - a lizard. It was found in a forestry reserve near
Murgon (250 km NW of Brisbane) and is considered as a new species as it is genetically distinct from other
living species in the family. The lizard is very secretive in its habits, is about 15cm long with well dev-
eloped spiny ridges that cover its body, and appears to be confined to just the one small area of vine
thicket where it was found. ( A dry RF remnant near Goomeri, Harry's domicile.)

Bunya Mountains NP has gained 5500 ha of Forestry Service Reserve, while a further 1485 ha in the Moondu
area between Nanango and the Bunya Mtns. has become a Nat. Park. Both these additions have significant
areas of dry RF. Declaration as N.P.'s will improve the tenure of these former forestry lands.

Though they are not RF species, Harry thought we would be interested in a comment in the write-up of a
local plant doyen, David Gordon of Myall Park Botanic Gardens, Glenmorgan and of his extensive records of
seed collection and propagation. ( SGAP Qld. Bulletin 12/94 ) "Seed collected has always been carefully
cleaned, labelled and stored in cupboards. Some seed from older collections in the 1940's & 50's is still
being propagated and a lot of information has been recorded on seed viability."(Ed. I assume they were dry
country species and no RF seed was included, but no doubt some of these would have long viability.)

Seed of Hoop Pine, Araucaria cunninghamiana, may be viable for only 2 - 3 weeks at normal temperature, is
usually ripe around January and should be sown as they are shed from the cone. Mature cones can be collect-
ed when they are ripe, dried out and the 'flakes' collected as they are shed. Seeds can be held for a

reasonable time in a fridge (not in a freezer though). Harry checked viability after 9 months chilling for
good results, but a trial of a batch held for 3 years had only a few % success though possibly they were
planted too deep. Will try more this summer to confirm this. Seed should germinate in about 3 weeks.

Just joined the Murgon Field Naturalists Club as they have some intersting monthly excursions and some of
that Group have an interest in Dry RF, others are keen on wider aspects of nature study.

FURTHER COMMENTS ON MATTERS DISCUSSED IN PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS

Rhoda Jeavons wrote in late June saying that the onset of winter had not had any effect on the RF plants,
nther than the Cedrela odorata look a bit yellow around the edges but they were still growing.

Re plant labels - T was given a 'wax pencil' bought from a Vic. nursery which works like a 2B pencil on
plastic, metal, etc and is said to be permanent. After due trial, will let you know if it is cffective.
(Ed. I wonder whether it is the same as the one I described as the waterproof 'Stabilo' pencil? I have
since been told that those are Artists pencils available in many colours, but are washable and therefore
are not in fact permanent. T also will monitor their success for writing on old venetian blind slats.)

Germinating Ochrosias is just not on - they strike from cuttings without really trying; use new, but not
soft growth. I suspect that the one I spoke about was not O. moorei, but the shrub which is described and

illustrated in Nicholsons' book RF no 2. ( O. elliptica)

COLIN ANDERSEN COMMENTS ON TIL BEAUTY OF SOME MEMBERS SET - UPS RECENTLY VIEWED BY HIM

He writes "Many thanks for the opportunity to visit you and Beryl in July. We went on to Northern Rivers

RF Nursery at Burringbar and saw Lance and Sally's garden - stunningly beautiful ! On the way back, we con-
tacted Alex Lyons who kindly showed us over his garden - equally stunning. If only all RF gardeners shared
their sense of landscaping. i

Though mixing up the day of the visit to Alan Batley's Kurrajong Heights for a Group meeting, I was fortun-
ate in being able to take a look at his property the following day. Again a beautifully landscaped garden
on acres with some magnificent N.E. Qld. plants reaching for the skies."

(kd. When 1 do get around to organising a Group garden competition, you know who will be the judge V)

A FAIRLY NEW MEMBER HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN SETTING UP A 'BRISBANE RAINFOREST ACTION & INFORMATION NETWORK'

Known as “"BRAIN", it is being co-ordinated by Kenneth McClymont who forwarded me a copy of their first N/L
that was brief and to the point. BRAIN is a recently established Brisbane City Council sponsored Bushcare
group. The focus is active RF regeneration and rehabilitation at a number of sites around Brisbane. One of
their important objectives is to undertake any activities that will increase awareness of local RF remnants
and contribute to their continued survival in our increasingly urbanised environment.

The N/L included items on a planting at Child's Scrub at Nudgee and at Nosworthy Park Corinda; with a very
comprehensive summary of the weed threat and descibing various methods of tackling infestation.

Well worthy of support by your active involvement or behind-the~scenes assistance. Contact Kenneth for
further info. at 2/365 Milton Rd Auchenflower, phone 3371 3649, or at his work 3268 4800

IT TOOK 30 ISSUES OF OUR N/L -- AND ISN"T IT GREAT TO FINALLY GET A REPORT ON PLANTS' GROWING IN W, A. !

Roleystone, Perth is the home of Christopher Pidd who comments that having recently retired he now has time
to deal with cormspondence. It is surprising how many RF species grow here despite our very hot and dry

summers. In our own garden are Araucaria cunninghamii, Hymenosporum flavum, Melia azedarach, Stenocarpus
sinuatus, Orevillea robusta and the Qld. Umbrelld Tree, while a number of other species grow elsewhere in
Perth. It appears that many of the RF trees are adaptable to different climates. **. I doubt if many of
our WA natives, especially the heathland varieties would survive in the RF, as there would not be enough

light for them. The heat and sunlight here in summer is very intense.

Christopher then asked if I had ever been to WA. The answer, sadly is no. We had planned to go there and
tour a fair amount of the State and attend the SGAP conference in 1991, but the opportunity of buying this
'piece of paradise', "Booyong" came up just prior to organising that trip.

** Tn inland NSW and Qld, street plantings of shade trees were commonly made in earlier years, and it would
be interesting to list the species used, and locations where they survive to this day (as well as any fail-
ures recorded.)



TEMPERATE RAINFOREST SPECIES PLANTATION RESEARCH HAS COMMENCED IN N S W'S HUNTER VALLEY

This research is being conducted at "Tocal" College, Patterson, with funds provided by a Federal Govt. Farm
Forestry grant. The aim is to offer farmers a long term investment with calculated returns above that obta-
ined from beef and dairy enterprises and the project will be used as a demonstration and education site for
farmers and members of the community. It is thought that current research confined to the far North Coast
would not be applicable in the Hunter where the cooler climate results in slower growth

In a 2ha plot, 25 species including Red Cedar, Toona australis: Blackwood, Acacia melanoxylon; Hoop Pine
Araucari§ cunninghamii will be plafited over 2 years (commenced May 1994).+oform the basis of the first séudy
on the viability of growing these species commercially in the cooler climate. The agronomist spokesman said
"species such as Red Ce dar grow more slowly in cooler climates, but hopefully the slower rates will be com-
pensated by better quality timber. The timbers used in the study are the higher quality natives used for
cabinet making, and if the study proves successful, farmers will be encouraged to grow more trees to replace
the rapidly diminishing native forests. Provided the trees grow under plantation conditions, given current
timber prices and projected growth rates, farmers were looking at a seven % or better return on capital in-
vestment. At least comparable to returns from dairy and beef production, and returns may be even greater as
timber prices increase.”

This study is not advocating wholesale planting of land to plantations, but smaller areas that may present
management difficulties such as waterlogged or unstable spots, and it should be quite viable for farmers to
plant 60 to 80 metre strips along river fringes. Currently a %ha has been planted,with 3 more plantings to
take place in the following autumn and spring seasons. When completed the forest will contain 4,000 stems
planted at random on a two x 2.5m grid, with thinnings over the next 40 years when the plants are mature,
bringing mature density to 400 stems a ha. Initial dense plantings are important for two reasons; to encour-
age the trees to grow up towards the light resulting in taller straighter trees, and to promote early can-
opy closure. Weed control is one of the biggest costs in plantation establishment... contrary to popular
belief, trees don't compete well with grasses and weeds.

WHILE OUR NEW CZECH MEMBER - PAUL REZL -~ IS RESEARCHING NOT ONLY R F SPECIES BUT MANY OTHER OZ PLANTS

pPaul wrotein June, a very kind and informative letter that I must pass on in full. " Thank you for the N/L
and seed of Baloghia inophylla; put them in immediately and they are germinating already. I have joined sev-
eral Study Groups, but RFSG is the best so far providing a very interesting N/L packed with practical
information and not too much botany. That suits me fine. I do appreciate fresh seed at last. I was beginning
to think that it is impossible to get any RF plants from seed after trying to germinate Austromyrtus dulcis,
Pittosporum revolutum,Pandorea pandorana, but the seed were probably too old.

Perhaps I should say something more about myself. I spent nearly 7 years in Australia after leaving this
country in a "gloomier" time than it is now. Mostly I lived in Sydney and Tasmania (Northwest and Launceston)
and gradually fell in love with Australian nature. It is becoming an obsession now, though I am growing many
other exotic plants from South Africa, South America, etc. and have been in SGAP for 2 Years.

Been as far north as Brisbane and saw RF patches along the coast, though the most memorable experience was

to be in the cool RF of Tas. I was struck by the silence and the sheer beauty of its balance and age. It
must be preserved ! However I am now back in Europe, living in a country house with large backyard and 2
glasshouses, something that I've always wanted. The climate where I live - the area called Southern Moravia -
is rather continental, the warmest part of this country with excellent vine-growing conditions, many peach
and apricot orchards. We do grow some almond trees with excellent results.:

Winters are reasonable (last 2 were extremely mild with only several frosts down to -5°to -10°C but mainly
around 0°C and better. A few Aust natives from the Snowy Mountains are growing in my garden and surviving
our winters. They are Hakea microcarpa, Callistemon sieberi, Leptospermum myrtifolium and Eucalyptus stell-
ulata. I am also trying Euc. niphophila but the main problem is not the frost but the lime in soil and I

am having trouble with chlorosis.

Unlike Sweden, we have hot summers with frequent sunshine (Aussie natives are thriving outside in the garden
at this time of the year). Come autumn (October) the plants are gradually moved to one of the hothouses. I
am planning to install some heating for the coming winter so that the plants need not be moved inside, and
overwinter in a dark unheated room with a temperature around 5°C (RF plants are OK but WA sclerophyll

plants don't like it so the losses are high.)

Finally, I should explain my interest in your section. I value RF plants mainly as a novelty foliage indoor
plants and I would like to promote them here. Many of them make interesting bonsai. I am currently growing
Syzigium luehmannii, Backhousia citriodora, Castanospermum australe and a species of Dianella from the Blue
Mountains. I would love to include Pandorea pandorana and P jasminoides but so far have been unable to get
any viable seed. I am specially interested in climbers with showy flowers. Since palms are also considered
as RF plants, there are a few attractive Aust species e.g. Laccospadix australica and Linospadix minor
suitable indoors. Unfortunately their seed is reported to be very perishable and will not last a month.

Thank you again for your valuable information and the seed."

Paul also mentioned that Czech quarantine regulations are quite liberal; also that coincidentally he works
in the same city as those fiends of ours who have visited "Booyong"a couple of times reside. Small world.

WHILE GENETIC ENGINEERING " RESEARCH " IS GROWING RAPIDLY = BUT ARE THE RISKS WORTH IT ?

Despite there being a period of supposed economic stringency ( well, it is being constantly preached by gov-
ernment and industry) vast amounts of money, time and effort are obviously being expended on such crucially
important research as 'improving' ornamental flowers. Approval is being sought to release, commercially,
Long Life Carnations carrying an extra gene that blocks production of the ethylene hormone which triggers
wilting and death. Normally, a cut carnation will last about 6 days but this manipulation could extend that
to around 18 days. Staggering feat !

The same company also claims to hold the patent on inserting blue colour into flowers. It hopes to have
blue roses, petunias, chrysanthenums and carnations on the market late 1996. The mind really boggles at
these discoveries of such vital importance to the survival of the planet. Pardon me while I get an intell-
igence transplant - we have perhaps 60 plant, animal and insect species becoming extinct in our world

every day and there is hardly a penny to be found to prevent this happening. And what of the danger of
some bizarre conseguences if one, or a number of these mutants manage to escape and infect other species.
At least plants are visible, and prompt action may avoid a disaster, but what if the species involved is a
virus, or bacteria ? The people playing God are working on whatever things they can think of, as long as

it could make a lot of money for some.
Oh yes, you can eat the geres too - a similar concept to the carnations gave us the world's first genetically
engineered tomato now on sale in the USA. Called,what else but the Flavr Savr?



THE JUNE "AUSTRALIAN PLANTS" FEATURED A COUPLE OF ITEMS ON BUTTERFLIES

The first was an extract from 'Butterfly Magic', a small booklet hy Frank Tordan & llelen Schwencke, and
focused on "Butterflies in the Garden" - a brief summary on how to encourage these beautiful creatures to
locations where they may be studied or appreciated. The text is accompanied by photos of larvae and draw-
ings of some adults.

Further on is an article culled from "a book of special value to those interested in wildlife. The 250 page
field guide describes and illustrates 200 of the 385 species of butterflies found in Australia. The descrip-
tions are supported by full colour illustrations."( Ed. generally to scale) The book is "A Field Guide to
Australian Butterflies" by Robert Fisher. Published by Surrey Beatty & Sons 1995 ISBN 0 949324 52 3, RRP
$29.95 (why don't they make it a straight $30 ?)

I bought a copy a couple of months ago when I saw it in a local bookshop to help me identify yet another
aspect of nature that I am interested in. Found it very difficult to use an old copy of Common's "Australian
Butterflies" with its black & white photos of uniform size and brief descriptions. A guick flick through the
pages of the Field Guide indicated that host and food plants of many butterfly species are of the RF. The
other main host that was a big surprise to me were the grasses, family Gramineae. I know that many of you
members are interested in the butterflies, and I'd have no hesitation in recommending the book to you.

ANOTHER BOOK REVIEWED - "FRUITS OF THE RAINFOREST: A GUDE TO FRUITS IN AUST. TROPICAL RF" text by Wendy
Cooper. Illustrated by William T. Cooper. R D Press 1994

Colin Andersen of Lapstone NSW was good enough to send us his review of the book. Bill Payne, editor "Aust.
Plants”is also enthused with this publication and has/will refer to it onoccasions. Colin reports -
Members may remember a book published in 1992: Visions of a Rainforest - A Year in Aust's Tropical RF by
Stanley Breeden with illustrations by one of the world's greatest ornithological artists, Wm. T Cooper. That
volume marked Cooper's entry into the world of botanical illustration.

Now with 'Fruits of the RF', Cooper reveals that he is also one of the world's greatest botanical artists.
In this superb coffee table reference Cooper paints the fruits of 626 species of plants from the tropical
RF of Nth. 0ld. Each is painted life-size and with such exguisite detail and painstaking accuracy that no
photograph could hope to compete. The sheer variety of form and colour is breathtaking.

As well as being a vork of art, however, 'Fruits of the RF' is an invaluable reference work enabling anyone

finding such fruits on the forest floor to compare them to the illustrations for identification. The accom-

panying text, by Cooper's wife, Wendy, assists further by providing botanical & common names, details of the
fruit and its season, a description of its leaves, habit and distribution and a note on the fruits edibility
or otherwise. I1f, like me, you can only ever hope to grow but a fraction of these beauties, owning

a book such as this is definitely the next best thing.

ITEMS FROM VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS THAT I RECEIVE WHICH WILL BE OF INTEREST TO MANY OF YOU

"Waves", newsletter of Marine & Coastal Community Network July issue under 'Philippines Reef & RF Project'
advises that Danjugan is one of the few near shore islands in the region that has escaped forest clearance,
exploitive tourism and a range of other human activities such as "fishing" by means of dyamiting coral
reefs, pounding a reef with rocks to scare fish into net traps and that new whizz-bang method of using
poisons, particularly cyanide to stun fish for the aquarium trade and to supply some of the new, affluent
Asian yuppies with select-your-own live dinner from the restaurant tank. This article mentions, in passing,
that more people than the reefs can support rely on them for a source of food. In 1966, there were 36 mill-
ion filipinos and 2.7 million ha of reef, mainly in good condition. In 1990 there were 62 million people

and 80% of the reefs were in poor or only fair condition.

International organisations aim to buy the island to forever protect its forests and coral reefs.
* * * *

Lismore's "Big Scrub Newsletter" has as usual, many relevant items. Advice of the logging reforms in NSW
old growth forests by the new government, and some of the policies associated with this decision are listed.

The illegal woodchip license(s) issued by a particularly incompetent federal department and its minisler is
mentioned, and of the ingenious way that the licenses in question were ‘'surrendered' and replaced by new
approvals that are said to be 'legal challenge proof'. ( Great way to run a democracy ?)

There is a fhoughtful article on toxic chemicals which are now everywhere - in our homes, our food, our
workplaces, in the air we breathe,the water we drink,and the soil we get our sustenance. And there is a vast

" demand for these toxins building up in the 'third world'.

Under 'Protection for Coastline' it reports the (new NSW) government will enforce the environmental policy
on littoral RF in response to the great concern demonstrated by the community. Remaining LRF's will be pro-
tected from inappropriate development through rigorous enforcement of policy.

There is an update on the Lismore RI' Botanic Gardens proposal. The scheme is waiting on officiatdom's decis-
¢don, but the option on purchase of the ideal site was due to expire end of August. The land is at Wollongbar,
and as I read it, is one of the small remnants of the once vast "Big Scrub". Must be saved!

Finally, there is a most informative page on 'Seed Collecting Tips', describing various types of RF seed,
how to confirm ripeness and pointing out that 3 species of fungi could be responsible for damping-off of
seedlings. Their source was "Rainforest Seed Collective N/L issue B,"so copyright precludes me from a wide-
spread guotation. The fungi though are Rhiczoctonia, Pythium and Phytophthora and the recommendation is
that infected plapis are discarded, together with the’medium they were growing in.

. ES . ; . ,
David Noel's "Acw.canc Bulletin 94/95" also included a review of "Fruits of the RF" that I would have rep-
rinted (with permission) if Colin hadn't been good enouch to do it for us, though one of the points that
" made is 'While all the species shown are native to N. 01d. this does not mean that they are unsuited

"Aco~~--
to other vlaces. More than 100 of the species are found further socuth, some as far as Victoria, and exper-

iments have shown that many of these assumed "tropical" species will grow well outdoors in southern areas
such as Perth if the right conditions are supplied.

On a totally unrelated issue, David also reviews "Pecans - a Grower's Perspective" which prompted me to -
mention this attractive and useful plant to you. There are several established trees on 'Booyong' that are
untended, but bear a light crop of fruit. They are deciduous and well shaped, seem to have no problems from
pests, pleasant tasting - 1'd reckon that they would make an ideal protective shield for a RF planting, as
the foliage is just the right density in summer and of course lets in all the light in winter. An individual
would be an attention-drawing specimenatree for any garden. "

The Greenpeace "Spring News" had a quest cditorial by the well known Ted Trainor called ' Stretching Our
Thoughts to Limiting Our Growth'. He pointed out that in the 1980's, Australia averaged 3.2% annual economic
growth, but all our problems got worse. If a 4% growth is sufficient to make the world economy healthy and
if kept that rate up till 2065, and if all people were as rich as we would be, then totgl world economic
output would be 220 times what it is today. The pursuit of growth is now being accompanied by a declining
quality of life. We need to give more attention to the possibility that sustainability cannot be achiev-

ed without fundamental social change.



A SUGGESTION FOR A WORTHWHILE PROJECT -- PUTTING TOGETHER INFORMATION ON R F LANDSCAPING

Bev Croft feels that this would be worthy of preparation and be useful to both amateur and professional
people alike. It would be somewhat time consuming, but perhaps someone with the expertise and an interest
in RF species and gardening could put together the array of information available to publish "a comprehen-
sive survey of the landscaping possibilities of RF trees & shrubs. I know some books are available, but a
problem 1 often face in finding a plant of suitable size and shape for a specific situation, or to fulfil

a stipulated criteria for an area to be planted out. Useful books include the various Nicholsons and Jones
publications, but RF trees vary considerably from specimen to specimen, according to soil, aspect, plant
density etc. There is an enormous range of expected heights etc between authors and research. A big problem
{s the relative newnesss of growing RF. I would like to see more pictures of individual trees growing in
open areas to assess the landscape possibilities. Brief word descriptions as 'tall,bushy tree' for example,
don't tell us a lot about their form, habit etc. We all know what to expect about, say, a liquidamber as
with exotics generally as there has been so much work and interest in those species over centuries of hort-
iculture." Bev suggests that putting together a reliable book/booklet would require someone (or a synd-
icate?) able to trip around all appropriate botanic gardens and properties with mature trees that may have
been planted by our earlier settlers and enthusiasts, for descriptions illustrated by photos or paintings.

Sounds like over to you Hugh Nicholson ?

Just to show that she doesn't expect others to do all the work for the benefit of people like herself, Bev
says that she is trying to set out a booklet with information for attracting RF birds and listing those
plants that are necessary for food and shelter. It will apply particularly to the Border zone of NSW/Qld.

as she has most of the lists of species - birds and plants - cross referenced completed and it is now time
to get down to the writing. Hopefully it will be out for the coming Xmas. (Let us know its availability, Bev)

A FURTHER NOTE ON N/L 29's REFERENCE TO THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL HERBARIUM

I managed to omit the punch line of Dr. Judy West's discussion of the herbarium during her wireless inter-
view where she mentioned the 25% of our nations plants being rare or threatened. The number of species that
we have put at risk during our short occupation of the country is around 5,000. That is an absolutely dis-
graceful situation, and one that must not be allowed to worsen.

PERHAPS N § W WILL MANAGE TO HALT THE LOSS OF PLANT & ANIMAL SPECIES BY CONTROLLING LAND CLEARING

The states government announced its new SEPP (State environment planning policy ) No 46 in August amidst the
cries of "doom and gloom" and "we'll all be rooned, Hanrahan". As Bob Beale, a Sydney Morning Herald enviro-
mental writer said."Protecting plant cover is absolutely fundamental to protecting the soil on which so much
of the nation's rural wealth depends. It is also vital to sustain the creatures that help so much to keep
things biologically healthy. Yet many people still do not seem to have heard this message: putting the
brakes on land clearing today is pretty much a case of protecting land holders from themselves. There are
far too many examples of biologically rich and valuable landscapes destroyed for short term gains that have
left a few individuals richer, and the nation poorer." Amen, Bob.

A report for the Federal government "Native Vegetation Clearance, Habitat loss and Biodiversity Decline"”
states that of the 52 million ha of forest & woodland that once covered NSW, only 21 million remains. Of

the 60% so far destroyed, half has been cleared in the last 50 years, and much of that has been land of

very marainal value, now totally abandoned for agriculture. Some of the figures given for specific environ-
ments/habitats are frightening, e.g. the grassy white box woodland of the western slopes, once several mill-
ijon ha have been reduced to a few scattered sites covering a total of only 50 to 100 ha. It goes on - the
Murrax/Darling Basin, the Coast, Cumberland Plain (Sydney), Mallee, Rainforest (I tell you about this, often)
Betwwen 1000 and 2000 birds permanently lose their habitat for every 100 ha of woodland cleared, while the
clearing of Mallee kills more than 85% of resident reptiles, more than 200 individual animals per ha.

Despite these facts, there has been a big outcry from sections of the community, most coming from straight
vut stirrers and rabble rousers, but some from people who have no idea of the conditions applying. Most
importantly there is no total ban - just that permission must be obtained, native regrowth less than 10
years old may be cleared without approval, fencing materials can be obtained, areas of 2ha or less do not
require approval.

The Q1d government toyed with taking similar action, but its minister for Lands buckled in under pressure
from sections of the rural powerbrokers, who never ever vote for his party anyway and has decided to allow
the present unsatisfactory situation to remain. Some people have expressed amazement at some of the argum-
ents advanced as to why there should be no controls on landholders. Examples - "Taking away our rights”,
"Restricting use", "You must compensate us for preventing development” (? of land bought cheaply because it
was 'undeveloped'). Also, on the face of it, most sections of the farming community unceasingly tell us
that they are fast going broke because of - the drought, the continual fall in commodity prices (I'll vouch
for that one), taxes too heavy, and many other excuses for them to demand and often receive assistance from
those of us who do pay taxes. But good luck to them for getting away with it. Where then do they get the
finance to pay land clearing contractors, or to pay for the fuel to operate their own equipment to clear,
followed by the expenses of cropping bigger areas, or of further overstocking of their property ?

THE "WERRIKIMBIE" -- AUSTRALIAS FIRST GREAT RAINFOREST WILDERNESS N. P. MAY BE EXPANDED SOON

This was, sort of, an election promise of the new NSW government. The Werrikimbie N.P. was created by the
Wran govt more than 20 years ago, amidst much opposition particularly from the locals, many of whom are now
my friends and neighbours and who are totally unaware of my Walter Mitty life style. I know that many of our
Group are very familiar with Werrikimbie, and it is a popular location enjoyed by a lot of people from the
coast, also worth a lot of money to the tourism industry, and other businesses who ride along on its coat
tails. Another of its values is as a 'filter' and water catchment source, which ensures a fairly reliable
supply of water to the region, thus ensuring maintenance of the present development and well being of the
human population. What then are we to make of a continual tirade against this proposal by a rather churlish
politician (actually my local 'representative', I somewhat shamefacely admit) who, some say, is possibly
"rabblé rousing" and "scare mongering” in an endeavour to divide the community and stir up a few hot-heads.
I trust that he knows what he is doing, but I do become concerned at the violence that sometimes occurs
between genuinely concerned people and/or some who are misinformed or misled. OK, it's fair enough for any
person used to being 'in the government' for 7 years, but gee, you can't win them all, and wouldn't it be
good to act for ALL the electorate or even better, for the whole country?

His most recent diatribe included "Massive job losses (in forestry, mining, grazing & tourism)" and "This
wilderness will sterilise all our resources". What strange comments about an atrea almost completely untouch-
ed by ds for more than 200 years due to its isolation, poor fertility, absence of minerals, rugged topography.
Yet, immediately someone wants to give it legislative protection we hear about all these magic, rich resources.

There have been other comments in a similar vein from North coast peoples’ representatives who are upset that
a tiny fraction of our coastal waters be protected, or that just a little more land be added to the paltry
fraction of about one 200th of the state declared wilderness.
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S G A P IS A MEMBER OF THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF N S W I AM PLEASED TO SAY

Our rgpresentative on the Council is IAN COX who was appointed earlier this year. Ian is a valued supporter
of this N(L {though we have never met) and advises "If any district group or member wishes to raise a cons-
ervation issue at the state level, please call me on 02 6542533. You now have a voice that can be heard."

His'first report is in 'Native Plants for NSW' July 95 where the emphasis from the NCC is on priority
actions for the new NSW government to carry out. Most of these were pre-election promises by the ALP so it
must be assumed that there will be no problems in implementing them. Best wishes on a thankless job, Ian.

AN UPDATE FROM ALISON AND BILL ON THE PLANTS AND ANIMALS OF THEIR MEERSCHAUM VALE (NSW) GARDEN & BUSH BLOCK

"As you know it's wet sclerophyll with rainforest understorey and we have planted well over a thousand rain-
forest trees. We've been amazed at the growth this year. Most of our trees seem to have just about doubled
in size and are still putting on new growth through the Winter. The original Cabbage Tree Palms are fruit-
ing or flowering heavily. A Polyscias elegans is fruiting for the first time and we have seen female Regent
Bowerbirds eating the seeds. There are six seeds on a Harpullia frutescens from NQ. We have planted seeds
from our Pilidiostigma glabrum, Wilkiea huegeliana, Psychotria loniceroides, Cryptocarya rigida, Cordyline
congesta, Alpinia arundeliana and A. caerulea. The ground orchids have been flowering in masses this year,
particularly the Pterostylus nutans and P. baptistii.

We are particularly interested in the fauna of the area and are noticing an increase in many species except
Sugar-Gliders. We only found two of those recently, when we checked all the boxes and wonder if the rest
have fallen victim to our increased number of pythons and goannas. We were aware of quite a lot of young
goannas last summer. They could easily squeeze in through the holes in the boxes. All ten boxes showed
that animals or birds has been living in them at some time.

A triangular box, designed for bats, is the favourite nesting place for White-throated Treecreepers and they
are checking it out again this year. The Spotted and Striated Pardalotes are checking out the holes in the
bank also the large roots where trees fell down when we had sixteen and a half inches of rain in one day in
February. The Rainforest Pigeons are calling frequently. Still waiting for a Wompoo, which we haven't seen
for three years. We are being visited several times daily by a pair of Crested Shrike-tits, who object to
their own reflections in our windows. When bored with fighting those they demolish the flywires. They have
been visiting for over three months now. An unusual sighting in this area. The North Coast Camp-out of the
RAOU visited recently as did the Brunswick Valley Birdwatchers. Ours seems to be one of the few natural areas
of this type left in the Ballina shire.

David Sharpe did a survey of our place for NPWS recently and during some spotlighting, we found three Greater
Gliders just outside the rainforest area in the eucalypts. Our first confirmation of them. He also keyed
out a tiny bat that lives with up to eleven others in a hanging box under our verandah: a Nictopholous
bifax, (Rare and Endangered we believe). We found the usual Koalas, Possums and birds."

DAINTREE -- NOT SAFE YET

Mimi Godfrey alluded to this matter in her letter, gquoted elsewhere, but forwarded the information contained
in the winter "Bush Heritage News" for me to pass on. It details a disappointing side effect of the govts.
Daintree Rescue Programme where one landholder, after entering negotiations with the Management Authority

to buy back his 58ha property, brought in a bulldozer and chainsaw, threatening to clear it if he was not
offered a fair price. When reasoning with the owner failed and he had begun bulldozer clearing, the Qld.
Environment Minister placed an interim Conservation Order on the site. There was an outcry in the media and
member for Tablelands, one Tom Gilmore, described this asPan appalling attack on the freehold property
rights of every Queenslander”, suggesting that it would lead to timber harvesters being deprived of their
livelihood.

Minister Robson pointed out that the landowner had offered his property under the rescue plan but the valu-
ation process had not been completed, nor a formal offer made before he reorted to clearing. That property
contained at least 20 rare and threatened tree species, some known only from small blocks of private land
in the Daintree, and was documented by the CSIRO as important Cassowary habitat.

Also in that area, there have been reports that some landholders have been 'panic clearing' their blocks
in the belief that controls will soon be brought in to prevent them clearing house sites or access routes.
It has been suggested that this belief is even being encouraged by some estatec agents. ( And by others who
aspire to be elected to positions whexe they:can benefit from a 'divide and rule at any cost' syndrome ?)

Anyway, Mimi considered this, put very delicately,as "an act of bastardry". Difficult to disagree with that.
personally, I wonder what sort of upbringing and education these types of residents and their political
allies received in their formative years. And blokes like Robert Payne are the ones who suffer such pain
and traumas while those who take pleasure in such deliberately destructive activities so often get through

life unscathed. Sometimes we must agree - there is no justice.

WE HAVE A REQUEST FOR A DISCUSSION ON GENETIC INTEGRITY (OR PROVENANCE) AND ITS IMPORTANCE

This has been suggested by Garry Reed of Indooroopilly who feels that this is of long term importance, but
that it is not given enough consideration by SGAP (or many of its members) though he suspects that this
attitude is changing. Some of the points that have to be taken into account on this topic are:- the scien-
tific value of individual populations of every species within a localised environment, a wide spread of
genetic diversity that occurs in species isolated from their fellows, sundry other benefits.

Then again, we are bringing everything in our world down to "the lowest common denominator" with the same
food plant species grown everywhere; domestic stock, animal pets, identical weeds worldwide; microbes and
the like being spread by the widespread movement of people and their animals,as well as ocean and stream
fauna and flora, often knowingly, by shipping movements. Genetic engineering is a vexed question, and of
erucial concern to thinking people, but this is considersd to be a key value in enabling us tco manipulate
assets and 'values', despite almost certain disasters happening, both to the environment and ourselves.

Ironically, it seems that it is the same scientific establishment that is involved in gene experimentation,
the movement of various organisms (the push to_bring Foot & Mouth pathogen into Oz recently is a classic
example), and yet demands genetic integrity of the environment. You can't have it both ways.

Garry sent several items of interest for the N/L which I will include next time, because -

I HAVE RUN OUT OF SPACE AGAIN And I had a stack of stuff that I wanted to get into this issue.
Things like those damn deliberate burns in wegterly-windy August when the bulk of our birds are nesting,
descriptions of individual species, propagation results and ideas, and lots more. Patticularly the current
fad of our decision makers to sell off every public asset that is not nailed down. I reckon that it won't
be long before many of our Forests, Reserves and other public lands will be disposed of and I'm trying to
get some thoughts into a semblance of order to initiate a discussion on this subject, too.

In the meantime Boycott all French goods and services.
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