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" I came, I conquemd, Eyesore ". (The developers' mantra). 

THESE NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOMED TO THE GROUP 
Daniel Cole, 5 Noonga PI Cordeaux Heights 2526 N & B Harris, PO Box 1151 Murwillumbah 2484 
Bob Lomer, 2 13/15 Carnarvon St Carlton 2218 Dr E Molnar, PO Box 1009 Toowong 4066 
Heather Marks, RMB 6867 Baileys Rd Ourimbah 

AS SUBSCRIPTION DATES VARY CONSIDERABLY - THIS IS THE POLICY FOR RENEWAL REMINDERS 
With many subs being due from January, others from July and often paid for some years ahead it gets somewhat confusing. So 

in response to a member's query, I confirm that if you do not receive a reminder stapled to a NIL, you are financial. Those who need to 
renew are always advised accordingly, and are sometimes given the courtesy of a second reminder, but even the best of us run out of 
patience and those unwilling to pay are deleted. Therefore if you are not asked, don't send money! 

HOWEVER THE GROUP HAS BECOME TOO BIG AND TIME CONSUMING FOR ONE PERSON TO ADMINISTER 
I have been rather underwhelmed by offers to take wer  leadership of the Group; possibly everyone else is short of spare time 

too. So I renew my suggestion of a few years ago that the RFSG split into two (or more) segments e.g. 'RF Plants in Horticulture' with 
a gardening emphasis, and 'Rainforest - Botany & Ecology Study Group' no doubt a smaller unit of RF ecology and environmental 
enthusiasts (or as a well known exdecision maker was fond of determining - 'a big picture' rather than the individual components.) The 
members then deemed that the Group remain as was. 

I have little involvement in propagation & gardening these days, (due to lack of time; too much is taken up with the Group), but I have 
an ongoing interest in economics, finance, politics & ecology - all of which will determine the future survival of the forests (and our own 
species) a damn sight more than 'preservation by cultivation' will do. The time has gone to stadd back and criticise (on the last occasion 
stupidly because helshe didn't bother to read a NIL intelligently) but to get active and do something constructive. Take wer  the Group, 
or a split section and leave me with the more critical 'Big Picture' element as well as time to establish and coordinate a NSW North 
Coast branch. 

From mutual contact, I would expect that perhaps about 50 members would remain with a new group and that they would all 
be prepared to remain active in research, observing and contributing in other ways. Organisational problems would limit numbers to a 
maximum of 50, but by gee, we would certainly disseminate a huge amount of information and ideas. Would care to send me your 
thoughts and suggestions? 

NSW OUTING TO FOXGROUND 16TH FEB. -- A SLIGHT CHANGE TO THE DIRECTIONS 
Geoff says that his road has since been tarred, and that a distance was wrong. So you now should - after passing through 

Kiama note the turnoff to Gerringong & Gerroa. Continue along hwy. for 6km and turn right at road marked 'Foxground 4" (not 2), 
continue for another couple of km to 'Wild Country Park', then a further 600 metres through forest and up a steep hill where a sign 
denotes "Longs" - your destination. Further info, phone Geoff & Ann 519 5522, or on the day mobile 018 413 587. (The day was chosen 
as it should coincide with peak flowering of the local Eucryphia moorel) 

BRISBANE BRANCH ACllVITIES ARE HELD ON ALTERNATE MONTHS 
A reminder to new members that these are on the 2nd Saturday of odd number months - March, May, July etc and commence 

at 9.30 am at the arranged venue. Contact Peter Jurd phone 3345 1445 for current details. 

MATERIAL CURRENTLY AVAILABLE IN OUR SEED BANK Araucaria cunninghamii Barklya syrinNolia Callicarpa 
pedunculata Cryptocaria rigida Elattostachus nervosa Erythrina sp Pine Mtn Euodia micr- Eustrephus latifolius Ficus 
obliqua Flindersia australis Marsdenia rostrata Pandorea jasminoides (2 var. - white, normal) Parsonsia stramineae Pavetta 
australis Petalostigma triloculare Pisonia umbelliferae Pittosporum revolutum P. undulatum Planchonella australis Randia 
chartacea Stenocarpus sinuatus Tecomanthe sp roaring meg Ck. Recent donors; Oliver Carter, Lance Fitzgerald, DJ. All requests to 
P. Bennett 20 Belmore Court Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a stamped self-addressed envelope please. 

SEEDLINGS ON OFFER BUT QUANTITIES OF SOME ARE LIMITED 
I have surplus species of seedlings or very small plants of Austromvrtus bidwiltii. Ervatarnia anmslsemla, Mplo&ttis australis, 

Planchonella australis, Neimmrma wweri, Wilkea huenliana, & Randia Bl?~lanii. Requests to 'Booyong' and a stamped SAE would be 
appreciated. Also, m due course a br~ef report on their condition on arrival, and of eventual survival would go well for a N/L item. 

AUST NETWORK FOR PLANT CONSERVATION (ANPC) CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN JUNE 
Venue is Coffs Harbour NSW from 23rd to 27th June. 'A stimulating combination of papers, workshops, posters & field trips 

will bring delegates up to date with developments in plant conservation. The conference will also provide an opportunity for conservation 
practitioners to exchange ideas & experiences.' ... Looks a good programme - if you are interested in further details contact either me, or 
ANPC GPO Box 1777 Canberra 2601. 



INTRODUCING OUR NEW' MEMBERS --- NOELENE AND BOB HARRIS 
"Our Interest in RF plants started when we lived in Sydney. Our kids called the garden 'Epping State Forest' because we had 

no lawn - just piants and mulch Including many RP species, even a couple of Antarctic Beech. Bob also g r m  and h y b r i d i  oz native 
orchids, ... We moved to Tomewin, just north of Mutwillumbah, on the MacPherson Range overlooking the Tiwed Valley 2 years ago. 
We built on a former pass~onfruit farm, overrun with Lantana, and then set about re-establishing RE 

We have a few acres of forest - mainly Brush Box associatien - but which includes some rather rare plants. We have a 
particular interest in Ihe rare and endangered species of the area and are keen to plant as many of these as possible. In those 2 years we 
have planted approx 1,000 trees, including 34 species Of Syrigium. Another interest is bush food. We have many plants of Dzwic&oni~ 
pmhens (3 dirfercnt spp. including !he Iml smooth leaved species which produces no seed and is grown from suckers) and Alhertonia 
fllvcrsifolia (Athenon Oak) which is supposed to have a lasly nul. AS we both work on the Gold Coast our garden time is limited. 
However 11 is very relzoring LO spend lime developing and enjoying our patch of RF." They mentioned having family in Wauchope they 
visit regularly and look forward to calling at 'Booyong'. 

NEW RECRUIT BOB LORMER'S SPECIAL INTEREST IN R F IS THE INSECT FAUNA 
Bob visited the NSW Wildflower Spectacular and spoke to Helen Joyce (who set up the RFSG display) about joining the 

Group. He wrote "I have had an interest in RF for same years, ~pecially in the invertebmte fauna, mainly thc insects. 1 havt: been a 
voluntary worker in the Entomoloy Dept of the AWL. Museum for 13 years; involved in curating part OF the k t I e  mflectim there. I 
have an interest in the Illawnrra district RFs  PO^ Hacking to the Shoalhaven River) as they are close.?t to my [southern Sydnw home. 

I am acqua~nted with the work of Geoff Williams in the Taree area RFs north of Sydney, especially in his study of the 
invertebrate fauna of those forests in his book 'Hidden Rainfore-ts' and I would like to be invatved in a similar study of the Illawana 
RFs. Another book of great Interest to me is 'Rainforests of the Illawarra Dislrict' by Kevin Mills & Jacqueline Jakeman. I lo& forward 
to receiving your N/Ls and may be able to take part in some research projects of the RFSG." 

RALPH WOODFORD WRITES OF EWOChRPUS SP MlNYON AND OF REGENERATION WORK ON CHRISTMAS ISLAND 
"I visited Christmas Island last year to look at regeneration work being done by a friend, Roger Hart on old mine sites within 

the ANCA managed national Park The island is quite extraordinary, being a little piece or Oz only an hours flight south of Jakharta. 
It is at a critical poim in its deveiapment. The mine has a finite life and ore being used is stmkpiled, second grade stuff. A 

casino was established several years ago, creating another employment opportunity. Tourism and more spccificalIy eca-tourism will create 
more long term jobs. 

The areas receiving priority for revegetation are those close to the Booby nesting sites in the RF where earlier mining created 
conditions for wind turbulence so birds coming in from the ocean of an evening an misjudge their landing, and ance on the ground find 
it difficult to take off and are also preyed upon by a population of feral cats. Nothing grows on the old mine sites which resemble a 
limestone moon landscape. Topsoil set aside during mining is being placed on denuded areas to the depth of a metre, using heavy earth 
mwjng equipment. The am is then levelled and ripped with a bulldozer. Soil has a Ph of amnd 9, very little structure, and hardly any 
remaining seedbank. Impartant faclors in lrec cstab1ishment arc the climate which is [he dry searon - wet Seasan type; the crabs which 

any leaves that hir the forest floor; and thc many exotic plants variously introduced in Ihe.mine revelation programs over time 
which now dominate the disturbed areas. 

Roger has been using an exotic - MuntinRia calabra as a pioneer crop. It grows to 3m in a season and has a similar look to 
Poison Peach (Trema aswra), is a g W  perching trec for bsds, hopefully bringing the seeds of the future 'forest in. Muntinfia are placed 
at 1.Sm spacings and among thae are planted trees grown rrnm seed coilmted from nearby remnant areas. There is a very variable 
response in growth from varylng causes; when I was there at thc end nf the "dry", the Muntin~ias were dropping leaves, bul nowhere as 
stresd as the )ma1 species with many in the 1, 2 and 3 year a g  ptantinp succumbing completely. It appeared to be a case of being out- 
competed for the meagre nutrient and moisture resource. Lmking into the mycnrrhkml assmiations in the RF and adding the specific 
mycorrhvrl to the spec~fic tree may give the locals s beuer chance or survival. 

The ANCA nursery has been grwving and planting around 50,000 trees a year for several years and will continue until mining 
ceases as the project is funded through a levy on Phasphate exported. IL is a very challenging project! 
(Ed. &off h n g  p in t s  aul that contrary to my underslanding, 70% of lhc Island is unaffected by mining. It geems that a halt was called 
when it  was reaIiscd that the Ahborn Rmby was endemic to that place onIy, and thal if mining had continuer;, the bird would have 
probably become extinct.) 

The Elaeocarpus Minyan story seems to have run its course. The recovery plan has been submitted but it is very doubtful if a 
program will ensue. ?he Arboretum for rare and endangered spies at MI. Warning is a joke, and with tbe rapid expansion of, and 
increasing demands on the Sesvice, I can? see recwery projects high on the rlgenda. So this is what I h a w  initiated at the Dam (Racky 
fleck). From the single tree there, TO trees have becn propagated from cuttings by Btyants nunmy. lbelw of these are already growing 
happily at the dam and when growing well are very altractivc with their silvery pink new grawth wer the summer months.. 1 oollcctcd 3 
seedlings from one of the viable populations in Compartment 79 and these will bc planted amongst the clonal plants at the dam. 

The way the new poputations turn& up wa. interesting - the first trcc seen tn Comp 79 was found whilst stepping our of a car 
onto a seed which was luckily recognised, in the process of looking at trees marked for logging. The next population was discmered after 
trees were felled into it in a logging operation at Nullum SF. The species likes that edge between the Eucs. and the scrub, the one that 
loggers like tm. 

A b u t  Red Ash - Alpb$onia wee)sa. It comes up everywhere when you clear under a mother tree. Hard seed coat - maybe 
abrasion would speed things up, or else have long term seed beds. They do germinate - eventually and erratically." 

CAROL BENTLEY REVEALS HIGHLIGHTS OF A 'ROAMING THE RANGES AND RAINFORESTS' TOUR IN SEPTEMBER 
(Th~s was arranged by a commercial operator and led by the well-known botanist Don Blaxcell, of Sydney's Royal Bot. Gardens. 

Other RFSG people on the tour were the Housemans and Mini Godfrey) 
'We started off In beautiful weather that lasted until we neared the Bunya Mtns when rain made it impossible to get to that 

destlnat~on. The first 2 10, days travel brought us through well watered country into drought-affected central Qld and Carnarvon Gorge. 
Not cxpecring much m !he way of RF we were picasantly surprised to .a, on the M m  Garden walk, many RF species including 
Glochidion Pctalostima pubescens, Srreblus wndulinus, 1,vslcamus nn~ustifoiius, and three spp - coranata. platypodia 
& virens. 

Our next Rf slop was Toornba Statlon north of Charters Towers, where the Great Basalt Wall contained an interesting suite of 



plmh Thew included Ca~)mris .cab&werr% M o u i a  ~~ AIebamca nidfdh, NwllW dealtmta. L~sophvlIum hmkcmaaJ 
Gardenia memperma, Nauclea orientalis, ~ r o d e n d r o n  florfbundk Wmcamuir americanuq Hcus obliqua, E 
aupzrba, k m r p u s  latifolm, Urema lobata, Plei01fynum t i m o r e ~ .  Without Dons excellent guidance, maL OF i lk  would have kmj  hard 
pmsx-l to recognise the majority of these spedts - erep our local flank c.& Bumaria looked different in this situation. 

After this mainly DRF, Eungella NP was a total change, with a many-layered canopy and tropical forest which included 
Ammychia acidula, Tmna australis Elaearaprs aFsadhq PoWb s p a ,  -Ion m Armdcmlron tlctinophyllum. h n d r o e n ~ e  
mmoidcs, Eliannus tnflora, Pothw lonpzpes, Rbawhidonhorst agstralasia, Gmclina Bchhatdtii, Alihiton~s wiriei, and Ellstwtachya 
bi&llil. ?he clusivc Eungella Honqrwtcr tKar only hWrd, but we were able to iiee Platypus mrnmmg in 1hc river. - 

At RmWrarnpton, we had a shart stop at the impressive Kerxhaw Gardens and caught the Rambav in full flower. Those of us 
d m  m k  the Rmtr Island option saw A remarkable range of RF plants grwcving onasand. Thcx included f'olvscirrs elemas, Jawra 
pseudorhus. Acronych~a Iaevis, Anathis robusra, Fliodersia schottiana & F. knnnncrti, Eurascbinus filmta, Ecus mtldnsiana, Mtu, 
m u m r i a  cunninaamii, as well as a m d  lmk at AnRlmteris evzcta previousv m n  at Cwnarvon rmrge. 

It was a very interesting and worthwhk trip made cven more m by DOP BkxceU's leadership. 

RICHARD LOGAN WROTE AND COVKRED MANY TOPICS IN HIS LETlER 
On a tecent trip to MeIbourne, visited Kmmp Ntvay at hgwmd and bought some nice plants. They distribute a 7 page 

N/L describing particular o a k  plants, list spedts for ccrtaia dtuaikm, advise of -rial display etc. A good little journal, though list 
on with RF species 

He has many RF seeds gemhtlag o m  tht wanner wulfher k bere, arid pS§t% a0 surplus plaats to the ' G M e a  Park' at 
S ~ I I  flat, Bull!, which bad the RF Wlw offMalfy opened in September. The many spscies already planted (in an east-wwt gutty) 
range &om CTRF' to tr~plcal, and are gmupXl into elimatiG aadlck fml type. Ri Lhat given t h e ,  it will be a magnificent @ace. 
hpui to the praject has k e n  widqmad from iadividUal%, groups & Id govt ~IIlititS. Species that arc well establkhed include - Tcma, 
Mciia, t.durn, Palms, Grinurn, HWcatta. Randy, BraWbiton, and many Orchids. 

Did you b a r  that pollen from P i t t m m m  euneni- 'variemtum' is  mntaminatiog our native Pitkqmmrn gene pool? 
Richard also wrote back in June, after a brfef holiday at B)ron Bay. Thcy vtsited Bmymg NR and Haytern HU1, and like many 

of us feel that Booyang is a magic little remnant of the Big Scrub, Complete with a l m ~ e  03lQny of Hying FWCS, and where he saw his 
first Noisy pitta, what a beautiful little bitd. Some of the species noted were D e n d m d c  excelsa, Raadia charmcea, Acmeaa in~ens, 
h m e n d r o n  trifoliatum, FICUS m t W i  EoMiaua . ,. 

That Clssos wine - "Richard Smart, a man after my own heart, his wiae would be an excellent partner to a bush tucker meal. 
Pereonally I feel that we should be cultivsting more of our native plants for amsumptiw rather than using exotic.. After all what 
culiuary delights come from a?? Even to the point of farming kangaroo and emu for meat, rather than hoofed animals which destroy 
stream banks etc." 

On nctnt NIL ltema As to RF spaelm in arid areas, there is only one book he knows of - about site assessments in the 
Kimberley. And on @tical references in the N/L ... Just can't see hclw you can separate those comments from the n/L at times. After 
all pollticfaas mtrol our livw (what a scary thought) and our mather carth, so I think quite aften the comments are more than futWid. 

-mats  w our d hank "I fcel that it is an integral prt of the REG, after all how can mast members study the plants 
Ram germination thm to flmring in their rn envlronmwt. I do use the bank because Oz d~ seed can be difficult t o  obtain, and 
-Id like to see more partrcipation in the donation of seed. Admittedly some people just do not have access to any quantity of seed, so 
isn't this a reason for a bank. I personally appreciate the time and effort put into running the seed bank - Patrick must spend many an 
hour in its operation." 

ROBIN WOODS TELLS OF HER CURRENT ACIlVlTIES 
While mentioning a change of address to a nearby location (at Mt. Tomah on near-Sydney's Blue Mountains) which Robin 

describes as "I'm now surrounded by cool RF - Domhma. Amcia Melanwvlan, other canopy species to ident~fy and an abundance of 
understorey f e r n  I a h a t  g&g the Lantana & Privet - up hcrt the problem is Holly m, Blackberry and garden esarpea."Has been 
very busy with a Landcare Group working on TCM (total ~mhmmt management) ideas for Currency Creek which flows through 
mml/msidenl shale derived land into the Hawhbury River. Mai* m i a n d  but m e  RF specie within the riparian fringe, and a 
greater diversity and numbers on the alluvials within the sandstone gutlis near the river. 

ALSO IN N S W TOM HENSHALL IS EXPANDING SPECIES IN CULTIVATION 
Tom gays thal thcir p t c h  of RF south of Sydney is gradually extending and that he bas given may the idea of only planting 

trem naturally occurring in the area. The% ate too many attractive Ch RF trees found ckewhere sad he rertons he may dat live long 
emugh to get around ancl see them all in situ. What surprises him is how tasty t h  growing tips appear to he to so marry b i .  (Ed 
Reckoa they're ail S t i n  Bow~r DudsI) 

He added that there is a small creek running through the garden and that he was somewhat surprised to find a number of 
yellow plastic ducks floating in the ponds. (Ed. An example of how quickly does mlution occur? Perhaps all life will soon be in a 
durable plastic form to ensure long term survival.) 

VICTORIAN MEMBER RICHARD WICKHAM DESCRIBES HIS GARDEN SITUATION AT FISH CREEK 
(He wrote in June while in prm of moving from San Remo to the bush block and is no doubt well settled there by now). 

The block IS 3 1/2 acres, prone to easterlies which occur with moaotOnOW regularity between Sept - Dec. A tremendous blow in '95 
uprooted 6 E u a  (the tallest 90A high) and a B m  in the more e x p e d  areas tearing some smaller trees and shrubs right out .of 
the ground. Fortunately my RF trees survived, being in a gully away from the exposed ridge. 

'She best growth is deWtely Red Csdar Twm austratis from .6m 10 4m high & 2m wide in 18 months. Alloxylon (QmcaUlsl 
wfckbamii now 301 tall flowered this year bul didn'r get seed, prhaps in protwt at h n g  partly undermind by a Wombat. 
Rhododendma lochae has both flowered & fruited. Previously moved Buckinnhmia oebirma & Archidcndron grandiflorurn to a 
sunnier spot and thought both had died following the shdt, but both have since shot out and now look reasonable (the Fairy Laceflower 
had a large root system for a lm high plant). Was given a White Cedar Melia azedarach but have since been told that most plants sold 
in Vic are the Asian form, not our own. Can anneolle Worm me whnt tbe differences are? 

Have what I believe are 2 forms of Ramea grming ~ ~ t ~ t a l l y  - the first Sets large quantities of purple-black bernes which the 
accursed blackb~rds eat and spread the seed, while the other IS tailer (15m) and busher. not seeding but has dozens of suckers growing 



from exposed roots - one of these wilh variegated leaf colour. We've been included in Vic's Land for Wildlife Scheme - our place is 
nmr!y all thick bush with a treefern gully. I-lave recorded 50 bird species here so far. 

FROM THE CZECH REPUBLIC PAUL REZL HAS SENT MANY INTERESTING COMMENTS 
Lack of space caused me to hold over several letters until now, and for this I apologise to Paul. However these extracts should 

make amends. In Nov. "Most of my plants are still in the glasshouse where the temperature drops to a mere lo C at this time so 
l h m  L no growing. One good thing about it though, is that I don? have to water often, but I will be moving some inside soon. Re 
gemination of dItPicnR s t ~ ~ l e s  - I regularly c o r r ~ s ~ d  with Norman Deno who has undertaken extensive study on the germination of 
dificult. ~ c d s  from all over the world. 1-le has published much valuable information m 2 books, covering 200 families, 1320 genera and 
3@XI species and are great value for their small cost. The titles are ' S d  Qmination Thmy & bctice '  (US$24l incl postage) and 
'riirsf supplement to the ahvel (US$15 incl postage) and can be ordered directly from the author - Norman C. Deno, 139 h n o r  m, 
State ColIege PA, 16801 USA. 

Hc is further researching seeds from various sources; I've already sent him some difficult ones from Oz and South Africa, 
incfuding Boronia, Conospermum. Verricordia and the like. So if any members have some difficult seeds and are about to throw them 
away 'because [hey won't sproul anyway', they might m d  some to Norman for he might find a clue and the info will help others as ~ f l . "  

lin August fetter mainly meted results of our RF species from seed, Saying "1 tcceh seed from all wet the w l d  in small 
quantities or in bulk, and test each batch for germination. Generally RF species germinate well - no tricks needed, just common sense 
but growing them is another story! Recent g d  rcsults included Euodia rnicrococca. Ausmmvrtus metrmideros, k dulcis (born Oliver 
Caner) sprouted in the hundreds and 1 am not surc what to do about them, with my glasshouse bursting at the seams, Oliver xnt 
seed of an interesting climber Marsdenia mtrata  as if he iulm 1 am particularly fond of the climbers espcially from the f i imi l i~  
&&piadaceae, A m a c m e ,  & Bignoniaceae. Plants seem to hnw interwing fo l~ag~ .  Of other alder plants by far the bar looking 
foliage-wise 1s Qecaspermunl parvifnl~urn rawmbling some Sniaium, with its pinlrish YIW growlh and compact shape. IL is also remarkably 
drought resistant and takes Full sun. Another g o d  one is Cu~nniopsis Pa~ifolia wbich swms la bc quite happy growing indoors with 
atlractive new leaves, deeply serrated and \vine red in cotour. 

is not so happy, almost defoliated. Perhaps it feels homesick. My greatest joy has been Pandom iasminoidaq 
f l m d n g  whcn 11 was just 12 months aid from seed, beautiful f lme~s.  I mnaged to cross pollinate 2 different seedlings and now have 2 
h i t  capules developing. I wouidn't have thought it could be so free flowering rrom a plant a mere M)cm high. It could have been the 
restricted size of i& container, or very cold wewintering (plank shed their entire leaves) that triggered bud setting. In fact the only 
plant that was kept warm in winter has grown very large but has not flowered. Of other Oz ~IimtErs, I am a h r  Tecomanthe and 
Pamnsia and would be grateful if anyone has spare seed. Perhaps I could exchange them for some exotics."d. I recently sent 
strarnineae). 

Pauls experiences with growing exotic plants in rather difficult climatic conditions have led him into +he trading and supply of 
seed from all ovei. He sent us a current stock list and I note that over 200 of our specles are represented as well as many from Africa, 
Asia & Mexico. 
If RESG people are interested in trying a particular exotic, p u  could Contact me for a catalogue copy, or get in touch with Paul direct. 
As well as llrees & shrubs, he also has many bulbs, p l m s  & cycads listed. 

An earlier reply to my question on Czech quarantine regulations for seed included "Regulations here are not as strict as in 
Aust which is understandable; because of our cold climate many pests & diseases from warmer regions are unable to survive. In practice, 
small shipments of seed do not require any papers but they should, if bulky, be customs declared: 'Seed - no commercial value'. If you 
send one or 2 packets in a letter and is not bulky or rattling, do not declare anything. Of course there could well be differences in 
attitudes in particular situations or locations, but I've not had any hassles with my receivals." 

STEVE SINCLAIR IS PRESENTLY OVERSEAS - SEARCHING (IN VAIN?) FOR THE FABLED SWISS RAJNFORESTS 
Actually he is staying with his brother who is based at Basel and having a great time, probably not even looking at any flora, as 

he says he is within a days train travel of Heidelberg, westertiAustria, eastern France & most of Switzerland. And there must be much to 
see - scenery and great old buildings, cities still with their historic grandeur and a different way of life to ours. He says though, that it is 
terribly cold for as we know, Europe is having a bad winter, they say a symptom of increasing 'Greenhouse' effect. 

BRISBANES B. R A. I. N. IS COORDINATED BY KENNETH McCLYMONT 
Brain is the R F  Bushcare Group (Brisbane RF  Action & Information Network) that is restoring & regenerating important 

remnants of local vegetation. Initial efforts are concentrated at Rafting Ground Reserve, Pine MtnBankey's Scrub, Banks St Reseve, 
Nosworthy Park & Oxley Ck, Childs Scrub. Ken sent me copies of their quarterly N/L with heaps of good info and his permission to use 
them in our own N/L. Haven't had time to read them yet, but I will do! Anyone who would like to help, or seeking further info may 
contact Kenneth at 3403 7173 (work). Hi group has visited some interesting places on regular seed collecting and plant identification 
trips, and I would expect Peter Jurd might be interested in having some joint excursions? Wish I could be there too. 

1 HAVE HAD A FEW DISCUSSIONS WITH MY CANBERRA MATE CON MANN 
He keeps me in touch with some of the things that are happening 'in the seat of power', though he reckons ordinary back 

benchers have no influence at all - everything happens in the Senate. During our discussion on the Telstra sale, he mentioned that the 2 
independents who swung the decision gained a great deal for certain sections of their respective states, and that some of the funds to go 
to the National Heritage Trust may not be as well spent as was intended. (There are grumbles that the days of the DLP may have 
returned and in effect both those gentlemen have similar backgrounds to that groups founders.) 

We had an amicable disagreement about cuts to the ABC, after I explained that I gained a lot of N/L content from their news 
and current affairs of that broadcaster, as well as other matters in which I am interested and was terribly disappointed at a likely drop in 
standards. I-ie said 'ke've got to fill that black hole somehow" but added that perhaps defence, sporting programmes and diesel fuel 
rebates should have also contributed to the deficit reduction. 

I tried to find out how the plebs can decide which election promises are 'core and 'noncore' but he said that is very difficult and 
you couldn't find out lill after an election. However he did agree that an 84 million dollar "ironclad" election promise for the 
environmenl should have been kept, and the 13% cuts to the environmental budget was also unfair, as only about $10 per head of 
population is spent in that area. not nearly enough. 



QUESTIONS AND REPLIES 
What is the answer to brown scale ? J A N  WILTON wonders d others are suffering from this problem. He said that this is 

the worst he's seen ~ t ;  the associated sooty mould is terribly unsightly and wonders if there is an effective treatment. Also asks are there 
any which stock a wide range of N.Q. Protmeae ? He would like to acquire more of slrch species as about 8 varieties are all 
doing really well. Jan is on the Illawarrs coast sbuth Of Sydney so h a  a g d  climate. (Ed. I could refer you to the RatcllfYes at 
bymond Terrace or John Ross, Coramba though perhaps there are claser outlas.) 

HOW difficult are Darlinda derlin~lana to propagate'! I tried some (from ALAN BATLEY) last April, but they've not 
geminated even though they seem mtact. I planted them adeways, juw below the surface of a mix of wnd/decayed wood. Alan tells me 
he planted seed just under the surface rn sharp, white sand where they germinated, from memory, in under a manth. Seedlings arc slow - 
one p t t e d  on is still only aboul Scm high while 3 others arc still only showing a bent stalk nbovc the leve! of the sand, and [hey have yet 
10 straighten and show their first double Imf. [? insufficient nutrienr) 

Red Cedar - Toona australis at times has large quantities of fruit developing. G W N E  HOLDGGATE has been watching 
one of her trees closely to collect for Patrick. I was at their place last week and it seemed that the fruit was ripening and shedding seed. 
Bit early, I thought, but out with a ladder and we started to pick the brown ones. However the shells (husk?) were either empty or 
contained only seed scraps and small grubs. It seems that insect predation is very high and we may have difficulty in obtaining ripe seed. 
Members experiences with this? 

1s there a secret to growing D l p l ~ l o t t i s  species? DES TUCK of the Blue Mountains says that those he planted grow well for 
4 - 5 weeks then completely stop for several months before showing signs of ITIoving upwards again. (Ed. I grew a couple in Sydney that 
1 found did virtually nothing for years, but then took off at a reasonable rate. But at 'Booyong' they grow very steadily, and there are 
many of varlaus sizes. Ncautiful trees). He mentioned that he cnjoyed his first year with the RFSG following the interests of various 
members, and paid for thc next 2 years while wishing everyone g d  health, good wearher & good growing. Recent weather has been 
somewhat unkind in his area - southerly gales and hot N.W. winds ripping into ridgetop home and small block. All the new growth on 
S t c n m r ~ ~ u s  sinuatus blasted off but signs of new growth are showing, though a young Tmna ciliata is thrivi~g and looking really great. 

More on Mpbitonin exceh. MARJORIE in Brisbane reckons it can be a bit of a weed. On her block it keeps on reshooting from the 
base even when poisoned and densely mulched; but it grows to a beautiful specimen in open patches when watered and cared for. She 
asked the local forestry who always have tube stock available, how they treat its seed. They run over piled fruits with the little tractor to 
crush them, collect, soak and then sow. Forestry feel that trees locally get alm0~t eaten to death, but not by the beautiful butterfly larva 
that we described. Liked JOHN TRUEMANS report of exactly how his plants are doing and under what conditions, and is keeping her 
own card files in the hope of contributing some data in perhaps a years time. 

The smooth-leaved form of Davidsonia query from Steve Sinclair prompted RICHARD LOGAN to say that a specimen 
growing in Sydney's Botanic Gardens is labelled simply Davidsonia species. He added that Nex Floyd dcsmibes a smmth form as sp. 
Nw which has (apparently always) infertile seed, but is found in a number of lomlions from nthn NSW to Currumbin Creek Qld. So 
Steve's plant would be a different one again, or else it is well away from the recorded sites. 

Organic alternatives to Round Up? ALANNA MOORE of The Channon who is involved with permaculture methods at her 
'Gmelina Gardens Permaculture Research Farm' throws in a few ideas even though our question didn't mention specific weeds to be 
dealt with. "Camphor laurel and privet are major R F  pests here in northern NSW. You can try cutting them down, piling up 
compostable material (eg lawn clippings are great) over the Stump, then covering it all with black plastic weighted down at the edges. 
Leave in place several months and hopefully everything will rot away. Otherwise keep on chopping off any regrowth until the tree gives 

UP. 
Madeira (potato) Acetosa saniratus is another threat to the forests; it can strangle trees and pull them down eventually. Every 

part of the vine can take root if left on the ground so you just can't pull it off and forget it. The underground tuber will resprout anyhow. 
You can carefully dig up tubers (or place a few pigs to root them up, as we tried) then burn it all. Or boil it up in a 44 gal drum with 
water and safely compost the slush afterwards. Or solar cook it - between a layer of black plastic below and clear plastic above, until all 
shrivelled up. 

Sheet plastic could be used to cover large patches of other weeds, after slashing them. But all the good guys in the soil will get 
baked as well. 

If anyone cares to experiment I'd love to hear about it." 

NEWS AND M E W S  IN BRIEF 
JAN WILTON had a recent stay at Lamington, bushwalking. "Beautiful as ever with impressive thunderstorms most late 

afternoons or at night. Maidens Blush were flowering magnificently, and masses of Booyong fruits everywhere. Our garden also looks 
good at the moment - my Brown Beech is flowering heavily, only had to wait about 15 years for this! Had a fair germination result with 
Rauwenhoffia from seed sown in May." Its fruit is said to be good eating. 

ALAN BATLEY says that the narlinplia is flowering marvellously. Syzi~ium iarnbos is also putting on a great diplay (was 
. successful In raising a couple from seed previously) and another great joy is that their Oremallis wickhamii will flower for the first time. 

Planted aboul 7 years ago of small sue and now approx 5m high, is flowering towards the top with about a dozen florets just opening. 
Been a good season at Kurrajong Helghts and are looking forward to plenty of strong summer growth. (This written late Nov.) 

CAMERON ATKINSON wrote, enclosing a species list of the Hunter Region Botanic Gardens compiled by Terry Tame who is 
keeper of the herbarium (and also author of a book on Acacias) that I requested, for Group files. Thank you very much Cam. He 
added thal he has a fairly large collection of local littoral RF species and east coast RF Mwtaceae all of which may be donated to the 
gardens shortly, because of tak~ng up a full time Botany degree in '96. 



Another Illawarra member, RICHARD LOGAN wrote in Autumn on some of the plants he grows. Slerculin auadrifida is 
going strongly wlth masses of new gowth still mutrlng. It was a b w t  30cm [all when planted a year ago, and is now around a metre. A 
Ctyptocaria l a h n t a  var m e i  has only g r m  2.Sm in 6 months, apparently a slow grower in this area. A mass planting of %nium 
lcuhmannii (14 specimens) has resulted in 12 producing strong growth with some doubling in size after just 12 months. The other 2 ]mk 
crook. Have just planted a Eugenia reinwardtiana, Flacounia SP C o o k t m ,  Lepidozamia peroffsbna, MeIastoma afiine and a few 
others; will keep you posted on their progress. I too was surprised to find that the Austrmvrtus bidwiltii and Cumniopsis ~arvjfolia had 
started to germinate in the post. 

He wondered whether anyone else caught the biodiversity program on SBS or ABC in May. It put forward some good points 
such as ... what happens when one species is elim~nated in an ecosystem?? Does lt destroy the whole chain? They gave one example of a 
R F  (Amazonian) ant species which was eaten by a particular species of bird, which of course produced droppings that in turn were 
consumed by one species of butterfly. What results if someth~ng happens to the ant, do we lose the bird and the butterfly or just the ant 
(it still deserves to exist), or the whole chain? On the same thought - what happens when all our ecosystems have holes in their chains? 
Is ~t possible for 'the web of life' to disintegrate slowly? 

GWEN CADDY gardens just a little further north of those two, in a coastal suburb of Sydney, and is concerned at the difficulty 
in growing many of the local species. "Some R F  specimens are doing alright in our poor soil and exposed terrain, better than many of 
the heath plants that once covered this district. Even some WA plants are easier to grow than the locals, which can drop dead wemight. 
When the area was developed 30 - 40 years ago, we all brought in some 'richer soil', dug the ground over well and grew vegetables and 
annuals, had absorption pits in the ground instead of sewerage, and used superphosphate. 

How long before the effects wear off? I think there are nematodes in the soil now. obviously introhced, but there are no 
longer white ants under every bit of wood left lying around ( a big plus) though the modem cockroaches are unwelcome and 
troublesome. ... What changes we have wrought in such a short time! 

One thing I particularly noticed on our visit to 'Booyong' those few years ago were your great numbers of frogs - we don't see 
them in suburbia these days, nor Blue Wrens as you have. Suppose it is because you don't have cats." 

Teeomanthe hinil is a plant a d m i d  by most who have seen It in flower. NORM MCCA&THY reminded me of this one 
when he wmle in October saying his creeper had "untold m a w  of light pink, trumpet flowers totally mering a 6m fence and an 
adjacent trellis. To add to this floral display the inside of the corolla (floral tube) is striated with red longitudinal lines in multiples, each 
with 6 greenlyellow stamens with delicate pollen receptors. Each flower is approx 7cm long and occurs in umbels of as many as 15 
flowers. This mass display seemed to have been triggered by a recent 48mm of rain." 

At least some of 'Booyongs' infant Python trees - Anntmmyrtos btMHti - are doing well. CONNIE McPHERSON has 11 of 19 bare 
rooted seedlings potted on suniving well, with 4 already planted out. On the ground here, there are still tens of thousands of seedlings 
awaiting their chance but the numbers are steadily diminishing and there has been little growth since germination last spring. 

Wider Macadamia gene pool found. AUB PODLICH felt we would be interested in an item describing recent findings by researchers 
into this plant. They looked at many Rf areas in SE Qld and found over 80 sites containing the species, and consider that they have been 
in their respective areas for tens of thousands of years with apparently no movement of pollen, or seed, between populations. Another 2 
years work was anticipated to check further areas, and to obtain genetic information to improve commercial production. They hope to 
select forms that produce at an earlier age; increased insect resistance; grow in a wider range of regions and conditions as well as other 
characteristics. 

"Gmwlny cuttings frull~ Dunyas" is thc hcading of an itcm by David Nocl in his journal 'Quandong' Vol22 No 2 IN6 whcrc hc 
describes an experiment with this species, using the well known plastic drink bottle method , without any s w i a l  difficulty, though there 
are some special requirements. It is essential to use material from the stem or an upright shoot of the parent plant. He took the top off 
a plant about 1.5m high and cut it into 4 pieces for the experiment. The base of each cutting was dipped in 'Clonex' cutting gel and the 
4 pieces placed in a 5" pot of wetted compost and the top of the plastic bottle with its screw top only partially closed (to allow for 
retained air contraction & expansion, placed over the cuttings. The only watering was from normal garden irrigation, or rain. After 
about 4 months, 3 appeared to have taken and were growing new shoots. It seemed that the failed cutting was the tip shoot ; the best 
results were from the material which had already turned brown. After another 2 months or so, the screw top was removed to let the 
plants harden up, after which the cuttings could be potted up. 

Thank you for experiment David - some good ideas for the Group to consider 

If you happen to be travelling on the NSW Pacific Hwy just north of Newcastle and you'd like a break, stop off at Medowie at the 
Hunter Region Botanic Gardens (mentioned above). I don't know whether it is open every day though, but they certainly have a lot of 
plants. Terry's list of R F  taxa numbered 177 species, and of course there are many plants from other habitats to see. Gwynne Holdgate 
tells me that there are 2 magnificent Red Ash Alwhilonia excelsa near the entrance. 

It seems no two Group members grow the same suite of plants as we would expect. From time to time many people send me a list of 
species they are using but  space precludes me from passing them on in these pages. So I will list brief summaries and anyone interested 
in complete details should contact me for a copy. 

PADDY LIGHTFOOT updates his 'success with cuttings list' - 72 species at last count. 
MAL CULLEN lists 20 Protcaceac growing on a Clarence River (NSW) acreage. 
HUNTER KIVER BOTANIC GARDENS list of 177 RF  species established there. 
AUDREY TAGGART lists 13 garden specimens & 14 endemics found in the neighbouring Reserve since weed clearance. 

Notable among these is a Diplo~lot!is australis found l m  high and now with 3 stems and about 5m. So Des, there's hope for your plant 
yet! 

And following on from N/L 34, on mulch, forest debris and plant litter, there is a most interesting complementary article in 
SGAP Canberra Region Journal Sepl '96 on 'The Value of Dead Wood to Wildlife & Agriculture' together with a good list of references 
and further reading. It is 5 small journal pages that I'd be happy to copy for interested people. 



TOURISM IN NORTH QLD IS SLOW AND MANY RUSORTS ARE -Y UNPROFITABLE AT PRESENT 
R w n t  repm tell of tbe Tmmille and awlnoe - Breakwater a d  R e f  - lmising a lot of money, while Port Douglas Reef 

-topmenu is barely profitable. Hamilton Mind is #in in the MI wen after coming out of the Receivere control. There arz maay 
milee operations up for sale, wmlb at prim belaRl replaoement value such is the dificulty of cawring costs, Smms like the only m m  
wha do well out of such developrnenls are the deve!qms ihernsem Should we cxmllnue tn allm such dtwters as Hinchinbmt whem 
the ecoeystem is degraded merely to advantage a s i n e  individual mile the mmmunity and investors generally receive little benefit? 
Evcotualfy the nation has to pay for remedhl wort to rtstore habitat so that we can resume exploitation of fisheries, f o r m  etc in such 
environments for our basic survivaL 

A SAD FACF - OUR FRWT BATS COULD SOON BE EXTINCF BECAUSE IDIOTS ARE ALLOWED TO OWN GUNS 
31Ra tmgs b v e  received 8 lot d publidty m n t l y  - gun ownem and @iog fma Shaoters spokesmen have Ulreatened of 

m g  bloodu and made numerous e r  W t k  - hopefulky w empty as their mind% Bur of very gteat concern is the stupidity of 
Ullllngs of fruit bats rcportd thruughaut QId. s i m  they were linked to the Equine morbili vinrs( by being found to have such aatibodia 
in a number of the animls.) This was a vicious and ~owardly mion by those people - boys with their toys? - and is surely absolute prwf 
that the majority are unfit to -'I fhxums. 

Even Mure Port Arthur, and the &dcmre of thc and'badim in bats, alarming allegations of the slaughter in NSW of cem of 
thoumads of theae protected tlnirnals were made. Here, it .Seem, tby we€e wantas@ deseroyed by farmers whose crops were t h r e f l t m  
Endangered species ? Not the bats - humans witb brain& 

Will. TRE Wig NATIVE TFIZE IAM) WGR'l'S RULING HAVE ANY EFFECTS ON RAINFOREST 
Tbis was a furtber topic that I dkumcd with Con Manu He felt that it was difkult to establish any clear cut answer because 

of 811 the confusion that has b e a  caused by the hystaia of so many players, and a g d  with me thst so far, the le@l sdvlce r a i d  by 
m e n t h  has been both iacampetent and rxpcrraue. 'Lhae is a lot of misinfarmatiun (la), and misunderstanding aver the High 
Court judgement but in due coursc, wine individuals will ensure a mutualty ~tisfsteq outcome to an wcrblowo problem. ARer all, 
Afmr@irials and prsstmlh have shared access to pqmticfi for much of thc p t  200 years Immediately lhe nalivcs were subjugated 
and dispaEsassed of their lands, they were gemraw W e d  as cheap labour, and tkre were oftcn conditions in many leases stlpuIathg 
tribal aaxss. 

WirlWgtatusofwrfimsBcbng? IwPpsctaot,whlchmapbca~clp~.xlme,asevenafier60-80,000ymafaborig~~al 
oocupation, a lot of W? mmincd. Ctfttr 200 + of aur efRrk, d y  around Z% of those h t s  remain, and prcssure from m o u s  
ecmafnic mts is steadily depdhg  thoae. It is htemtiag thsl a p t  member of the RFSG, Hal Wootten has spoken out in favour of 
the judgement, and demmstrated that thae bas been virtually no change ta the status quo. 

One surprisiog Faa that cam wt af the mntrovew Is that 72% of the state of Qld is under some form of pastoral m, Anst- 
M e  there is 48% covered such tenure. By gee, tbey certainly ginne away the nation in big licks, but a lot of it is totally wonhlm for 
anything other than natural habitat, water catchment, aml soil proternion & retention 

Suffice it to wy that our deputy W e r  is rotalty m g  io hh cornmen[ that "the greateat problem Eaciag wr nation today is the 
W k  decision*. It may be, but or@ if you ignore such things as galinity, ertsian, land air & mter pollution (c.2. Syd~ydneys waters art almost 
totally banned from fisherpetsons due to their t d c  state, also a brand new species te OL of a deadly algae recently arrived there), 
unemployment - particularly of wr youth with an intotersble ovw 30% joblw; as we11 as &one depletion, Greenhouse, increasing im of 
specitx, ovcrpputatlan and much else, 

When our decision makers accept the real priorities of 0fXkx by placing the welfare of the nation above the economic interests 
of a powerful few, perhap many of us win give them a bit more respect than they have so far deserved. 

All, IN ALL - FEW CONSERVATIONISIS ARE FEEL.lNG 'COMFORTABLE AND REZAXED9 CURRENTLY 
There were maoy promise before last years cktion m VBTIOU6 e-ental -m, and many of these were publlsM in 

pdlcy documents, brochutes & handouts to relevant inmest groups Then or mume W pmmka and proud statements were captured 
an TV to be kept in the archive8 for all time (rmmbt~ AWm and his "ABC funding will k maintained at current Imelsw). 

Among the many documents in the files is a 50 pc#z r;creed titled 'Saving Our Natural Heritage' containing various winftiaths* 
and funding measures which included budget items as well 8s the breakdown of a Sbiltion 'Natural Heritage Trust of Australia' that 
would be set up to guarantee certain expcdhre clrrg 5 y a m  

One of tbe statements in this d o c u m t .  reads - "We are COm~~itted to the pregervadan of Australia's Mdemcss and high 
mmcmtion value old-growth dative forests. Tbe miteria for the forest mrve sgetem include a broad knchmark of 15% of pre- 
Eurqwln settjerneat distribution of each I m t  tp, The Enalitlon will e~pbdite the impltmentation of the National Forest Policy 
Statementu, cogtt her w ~ t  h the mandatary criticisms d the then govt -use of its "fitiIur~' & 'unccrtaintfes' 

Since then almost 12 months has elapsed and Dothing hss eventuated otber than signals that maybe the 15% cannot be 
achieved, with a figure of "perhaps 10%' quietly wmimted And just a month ago, my frie.nd in Canberra, Con M ~ M  alerted me to a 
forthcoming announcement reducing promised forest p r o t d o a  Caafaet accepted a mining industry application to allow explaation and 
mining in some Forest R m x w s  though a ban will still appfy in National Parks and 'areas of high rxmsemtion value' (whatever thai 
means). That decision was in b e  with a 'multiple land vse"Maeophy. Reservm will have vanous classifications; t h m  nominated as 
"dedlcatedhnd 'infomsl' will ailm midng, but tlle prefmd option will be to m3micte propascd reserves first so that sites of high 
mineral values can be defined and avoid being placed fn any meme category, even though they could be du,ly. found to have unique 
botanid significrrnce. 

The first r m  o p n  to mining compmia wIff bc $I E h t  Gfpland aad will be nominated Special Protection Zones. Ibm 
are justifiably annoyed with mis new policy, after all the farests were stt aside so that they wuuld not be further degraded by timber 
qloitation aad now they find they cap bc virlualiy apea cut mioed and totally cIeared. 

I don't know who to believe any more - are we protecting some forests or not ? 
(Ed. 'The atme is meant to rgxm recent public announetments, Wicks and promises and not as 'politiwl comment'. However, cacb 
reader's individual attitude3 and bisgw will influeace their peroeptbn. If you have arry relevant points you would like make, do mmd me 

DmAILS OF THE 'GREENCORPS PROJECT HAVE JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED 
Senator Hill has ztsrelwml details of this programme 'to restore Auslralia's natural environment & heritage' over a 3 year period 

employmg 3500 young people at a mt of $41 million and to cwer 240 projects. It's a start. 



A RARE AND VALUABLE SYDNEY FOREST HAS BEEN SAVED FROM 'DEVELOPMENT' YET AGAIN 
Connie McPherson has sent details on this small parcel of land, at Nulgarra Rd Gymea Bay (coastal suburb of Sydney). 'fhe 

3914 sq m site is a strange akmtion s~tuated betwm 2 council reserves and wthout awe9s, thwgh Eas is the nature of things, a road 
had to & marked on the map grid, even though ir w86 impossible to build Included within the reserve is a handsome stand of 14 
~ ~ M n u s  Falcata (Ribbornmod or Pink Paplar), som Schv~merta ova& (Crabapple), and other RF species while on the s t e w e d  
valley floor holdfng it all together is Blecbnurn csrtilaEineum (Gristle Fern). This is the only known site in the Shire with this a ~ p t i m  
d and as wet1 1s territory of the rare and endangcrcd Smty Owl. Council rejected an application in 1995 for 9 town hou- and 
again m 19% for 6. .... ?he developer appealed to the Land 9r Environment Court; after a 5 day hearing which included a thorough 
site inspection, the development application bid was rejected in tts entirety. Wffl he try again? Perhaps a way will be found to acquire 
the land for inclusion within the adjacent reservesn (EM. It seems rather odd to some of us who may be a little naive, that anyone is 
prepared to sit on mewhat inamwibte b d  *re evea if 'dwelgrment' can be done its cmt would bc prohibitive, and when rat= are 
paid for so m q  years, swmingly dead money. There rally must h huge profits to be made from destruction or degradation of rare 
and sensitive environments) 

p.S. Connie added that the developer wanted to build pole h o w  that were thought to be a no no after the 1994 fires, as 
they are virtually i m p i b l e  to protect when located on vegetated slopes. 

AN INDICATION OF HOW FAST EXOTIC PLANTS CAN BECOME ESTABLISHED 
The magazine 'Quandong' (WA Nu. & Tree Crop Assn Inc.) has reported, wer several issues, a controversy over the 

proposai fntroduetion of the Jujube We as a food p h t .  I don't want to go ht0 rhe discussion w the pros & cons of the matter, 
than quote a paragraph from the article in Vol22 No 2 1966, attributed to a bloke from the WA Dept of Agriculture. Thk was 
" ~ t w e c n  1947 & 1985,4453 exotic grasses and legumes la nt least 2033 aeo~aions (varietia?) were intentionally introduced hta n m  
~ustralia. Of these, 21 (5%) came to be recommended as useful plants, while 60 (13%) became weeds. Of the useful plants, 17 also 
became weeds which left 4, or less than 1% as useful and non-weedy." During that time there would have been probably as many 
iprnuced unintentionally, with an even higher proportion being detrimental to the region's ecology. 

PHRASES9 NO SIGNIFICANT E W I R O ~ A t  DAMAGE' AND 'HIGH VALUE CONSERVATION AREAS' ARE 
CONSTANTLY QUOTED - BUT WHAT DO THEY MEAN 

What is the definiticm of Si@cant Environmental Damage', aod how much damage would in effeqt be acceptable? Would it 
vaq in such differing ews)9tems as e.g. the Barrier Reef, arid areas, coastal forests, alpine situations? ... This term has been used in the 
approval or consideration of such developments as that I-Itacblnbrook coastal matter; NSWlVic gas pipcline; a new Uranium mine within 
Kakadu; the Century Zinc mine almwl on the bourn of Lawn I.IflI NP (amid f m  of detrimental changes to the water table & 
-tamination of the Gulfs waters): mining in foreat resew€% - the b t  goes on and on. Does 'insignificant' damage in say 100 projects 
add up to a total of insigmficance or does a cumulative highly significant effect result? Nobody knows. Possibly nobody cares anyway. 

'High Conservation values'? Kakadu is aclmcmdedged as one of the best. What if ... Mike Qler says that when the Cane Toad 
g e ~ ,  there in a couple of years, it will become established really quickly, due to a suitable habitat, and will decimate the endemic wiMLife 
aod forever change the areas envimment. If that does happen, the region will have lost its 'claim to fame' so should it be thrown open 
to whatever forms of exploitation for us to gain for our temporary benefit? And a beaut RF, say Lamington NP, also designated as high 
m r v a t i o n  area gets almost totally burnt out deliberately(?). It will have surely lost its usefulness for a very long time. Does this entitle 
the watchful, waiting greed merchants to do as they would? 

What if our property 'Booyong' which is now almost in stable condition though perhaps not of high consemtion value, yet in U) 
years time would reach that stage. Because it may not be there yet, does it entitle me to destroy it for a few bobs worth of timber, and 
to graze 9 cows? Nobody knows. But I care 61id maybe my children will. Wffl yours? 

EONOMIC AND POLITICAL OBSTACLES TO STABILLSING OUR POPULATION ARE STIU PREVALENT 
Tho recent worrying comments on the subject were that due to the aging of an increasing number of citizens, there may be not 

anough workers to support them (through tax revenue). So it was suggested we need more people and should increase immigration. 
There are around a million people seeking employment, and probably near that figure presently on part time wishing for work full time 
work. Perhap we could consider using these wasted talents before even thinking of importing more people. 

The other was, on the face of it, very important - a suggestion from the opposition that the govt should draw up a Population 
Policy. The spokesman immediately added though, that this did not mean his party wwld reduce immigration, but rather would innease 
it! Atso a bit rich considering that his party rejactcd such a Poky during the entire 13 years of its control of parliament. 

LAST MONTHS FIRES IN MELBOURNES DAM)ENONGS BURNT OUT A LOT OF FOREST 
As well as killing 3 residents and untold amounts of wildlife. At least 5 of the worst &a were deliberately lit and my sadistic 

nature fantask about what may have happened, or should be done to the perpetrators ..... Many of the Fern g u k  and areas of wet 
forest would have been devamated, as no doubt would be the -us population of Lyrebirds that had so far survived residents' pet cat 
predation would have been incinerated. Earlier in the month, a couple of volunteer firefighters were found guilty in WA of wilfully 
burning bushland and the authorities are considering what measures they can take to prevent the increasing incidence of arson among 
m e n .  Such people obviously loathe anythmg to do with nature and seem to be increasing in numbers. My amicable mate Geoff who 
runs Victoria has the right idea in wanting to sentence everyone deliberately lighting bushfircs to a mandatory 25 years gaol sentem. 
And I never ever thought that I would agree with any of his views! 

JLUUDU MAY BE THREM"I'NED BY THE RELEASE OF RADIOACTIVE WATER FROM UWNWM MINING 
Few people would be aware that monsoon rains were too heavy for the retention ponds containiag mine tailings, and the 

Ranger mine was given approval to release a large quantity of water into Magela Creek, one of Kakadu's more important streams It was 
given little attention by the media because of more 'si@cantY news at the time the release was announced - such things as the daity 
events in Belgrade, Hebron, rescuing yachtsmeu and what the opposition were say'ng in Bulgaria, for heavens sake! took pride of place. 

Predicably there were reassurances of 'no sigmficant environmental risks', and expressions of concern that aquatic, animal and 
plant life would be seriously endangered. Only one side can be right. Which one? 



PLANT OF THE MONTH COMBINED WITH BUlTERFLY OR THE MONTH 
Van Klaphake is another 'of our 50 big picture members' with a special interest in invertebrates, sending an item from the 

"SMHn of 16.12.96 relating to Sydney's only Imown colony of the butterfly P ~ r l  White (?Australian Gull m r a  pcrimale smlaral and 
possibly the only mature Brush Caper Berry tree@- gbo%in the city. Surely not! The setling for this relationship is the R@ 
Botanic ~ a r d e b .  

On sunny days, the Tree, and only this Tree, is encircled by a dozen or so Butterflies, some of which strike it lucky, after which 
the females lay enough eggs on thc Tree to devour ball of Its foliage. This performance has been going on for many years, although it is 
not known how long the Tree has been there. It was recarded in 1903. The Buttedim happily dine on nectar from nearby f l m m ,  but 
are rare@ seen more than 2001 6rom the Tree. An entomologist considers that the best theory from thk close relationship is that the - 
Tree emits an odour that attracts the Pearl Whites 

Attempts to grm new Trees using cuttings from the ori@ Tree had failed Further attempts will be made but if - 

~rn-ful, seeds or seedlings from Qld will ensure the Butterflies ahm~~ have a haven in the gardens There is an obvious scientific 
reason for introducing stock from a distant provenance, as plants are endemic as close as the Hunter River, a mere lOOkm distant. 
Could any botaaiirt/ecoIogist tell of such reasm for bypassing so many closer sources? 

Capparis arborea is a most attractbe small tree to maybe 10m in a forest situation, but generally much smaIler particularly 
in the open or as an edge plant. Those at Booyong maintain a d e w  foliage to near ground level and are often multi stemmed. Stems 
and branches have an unusual anangement of spines - in pairs and long lines that oripally formed at the base of each leaf stalk. 
are dark green, w, beautiful flowers - single, white, numerous stamem up to 4cm long, usually in summer. Seems flowers first open at 
night which indicates (together with the white colour) a speaal atWaCtiOn to night m g  moths that could be the main pollimtors. &it 
like a pasionfruit in appearaace, smooth and fleshy when ripe and somewhat Guava-Uke hanging on long s tab ,  quickly devoured by 
possums. ... Grclws easily from seed. Favoured habitats of Riverinel littoral and dry RF. 

re Australian Gull Cemm ~crirnale swltara is a bit similar to the maligned Cabbage White, about 5cm; wings above are white 
with white-spotted black margins, the underside often with a yellow tinge. Lama green with yellow dots and brown hairs. Only 
n o t e d  host species are various Cammis sw. Found in nth Oz and eastern states to around Sydney (which populations are thwght 
to have been blown down from further north). 

MIMNG COMPANIES CERTAINLY EARN THEIR FUEL SUBSIDIES TO PRODUCE MINERALS AND POLLUTION 
One of the nations up and coming 'wealth creators' is proving the point. The 1996 Annual Report -&Savage Resources Ltd 

claims that its Ernest Henry mine near Clomny Q. will p about 100,000 tonnes of copper and 4,300 kg gold a year, for 15 years. To 
obtain this wealth it boasts that at the peak of the project, wer 45 million tomes a year of materials will be mwed. That is a lot of 
'Diesel Fuel Rebate' and guess who will be paying for it? Its also a bloody lot of pollution and greenhouse emission but at least we will 
be OK for that, it is the next generation who may count that cost. Wonder where the 45 million tomes pa will be dumped. Aboriginal 
reserve or State parliament? 
Footnote. The 10 biggest miners & contractors alone extracted, from our pockets, $291 million last financial year with a total for that 
industry of $753 million. Fishing got 92 mill, forestry 37 mill, agriculture 424 million but we can't begrudge this as we all have to eat. A 
miners comment "Its not a subsidy, its a refund of overpaid W. Hell - they never refund my overpayments. Do you get some back? 

PVE BEEN MEANING TO ASK FOR AGES - WHAT GOES WITH THE PERMIT SYSTEM IN QLD 
A reference to a visit to Mt Mee State Forest indicated that a permit to traverse must be obtained, else a fine of $130 would be 

made if caught without permit. We'd noticed various signs on our Qld visits about permits being required for a lot of activities 
considered everyday events in NSW, and wonder what is different in Q. Big brother? And h m  a series of governments that all trap on 
about Freedom, Democracy and Citizens Rights In NSW, everyone is able to go to almost every Crown-owned property, other than 
Defence Establishments at will and without reasonable restrictions. 

Is there a valid reason for such controls, or do we all meekly accept them without question? Is there a monetary mst for 
obtaining the various pennits? Can requests be refused? And on what grounds? 

ARE YOU AWARE THAT A NEW GJCNElTCALLY ALTEREX) SOY BEAN IS BEING IMPORmD 
The first shipment of many arrived in December and the variety is named 'Round Up Ready'. It was 'developed' solely to be 

immune to the effects of that biocide so that its growing areas can be fnquently sprayed for a non-labour, inexpensive method of weed 
control. The plants are immune to effects of Round Up but will the consumers be? ObvwJushl the ones who survive will be, but will 
everyone? 

Soy products are widely used in pr~cessed foods - about 60% have some fornl included as an ingre,cnt, so it is going to be 
hard to avoid consuming it. This Bean does not have to be labelled wen if any processor determined not to use it, there is no way 
of he could reject a shipment. 

THE UPROAR OVER REVOKING 24 PROTECXED RJCEFS IN WORLD -AGE AREA SUBSIDED QUICKLY 
This decision was made by the federal environment minister (or is it anti environment, in line with most of his decisions) in 

October as an "extensive environmental experiment" that would see some of the most highly protected areas in the Great barrier reef 
opened for the first time for fishing (SMH 30/10/%). As expected us greenies condemned the mwe and were supported by 
scientists. The chairman of the Great Bamer Reef Marine Park Authority supports the experiment - he obviously wants to keep his job, 
but said that "if monitoring during the experiment suggests something is going seriously wrong, the plug will be pulled immediately". Wot, 
and let all that water out? Ruin the whole reef! 

But seriously, how are we going to prevent such 'expeximents' that are no doubt being considered to enable such exploitation of 
some of the pristine, presently protected forests in the wet tropics? There are a lot of greedy little hands waiting to get hold of some rare 
timber, for lhal industry, just like hhing is suffering from diminishing resources. 

NEAR TAREE IN NSW 25 HA LIlTORAL RF AND KOALA HABITAT WAS ILLEGALLY CLEARED LAST YEAR 
Three of the company directors admitted at the time to this breach and NPLWS prosecuted. They were duly charged a d  sent 

for trial, but the court found them not guilty. I wonder if there are a hundred houses now on that estate. Good for growth and 
development - bad for Koalas and RF though. 



I r I 

AN OVERSEAS CORRESPONDENT REPORTS LOCAL CONCERNS THAT SEEM ALL TO FAM- I I 

In Britain, their few remaining publicly owned old-growth forests and woodlands are being sold off. Their Forestry 
Commission, under pressure from the gwernmenl 10 meet trwury 'targets' is quietly selling them. h the past 15 years, 999 English 
wwds have gone under the hammer, and the figurcs are roughly the same in Wales & Scotland. This represents the loss of about half of 
h e  andent deciduous forests that until am have been taken for p n t e d  by the 1-1s. To date mast sales have been of smaller 
ia a e  25 - 50 acre size, but to maintain the target of Lstg 20 million pa, nstioual treasures like the New Forat in Hampshire, and 
W11me's Savernake Forest will have to be flogged off within the next 5 years. Huwever, the charmless conifers remain largely 
untouched - it is only the natural vegetation that is being disposed of. 

In the B d I i a n  state of &re, Asian timber compania (from Indonesia, South Kom and Malaysia) have so Ear bought 25 
m a n  acres of a planned 22 m~llion actcage. Trees are already being fetled, particularly mahogany, and are being carted up to 3,000 
miles. on diri raads, lo a prl for expn. p 1 

- - 
STEVE SINCLAIR MENTIONED SOME AFRICAN SITUATIONS IN HIS LEITER 

A family friend called to say he'd been flymg a Light plane for RU. aid workers in Gabon, Congo, Zaire and Angola to help 
locate reliable water supply but found it a quite bivlrre experience. 

Contrasts included seeing masses of remote country as well as the big % driven sit= such as Victoria Wlls. Watching wealthy 
European business mcn eating banquets am-1 beggam, etc. The mmt disturbing thing was tin enonnaus (20 minute [lying time) oil 
suck on the EQuatorial coast; though he tried to repart this, nomy wanted to know and he was advised to forget the incident. He also 
a w  he  Congo River used as a highway for mmive barges pulling lag rafts before forestry regulations tighten. 

On the up-side, he saw huge expaaa of so far unscathed tropical forest, apparentbj as far as tbe eye could see. Luck& 'w 
tourism' Is at least leading ta some questioning of land use." Wonder if the last forests wiU be w e d  only to be b a d  in and tramp]& 
d m  by toufits?" 1 - - - I I - I  I I 

I I I  I 

 ORES STATION PROJECrS IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA - I I - 
ALANNA MOORE wonders if anyone would like to visit overseas RFs and help out with reafforestation and permaculture 

projects, here are some contacts. 
Ecuador - Rainforest Information Centre and La Casa de Eliza (a bed & breakht in the capitol with forest tours) write to 

CIBT, Calle Isabel La Catolica N 1559, Quito, Ecuador. 
Western Samoa - Fby & Vaiao Alailima, Box 4228, Apia, Western Samoa. Tbey need help to reafforest about 100 acres of 

cleerfelled RF, including illegally logged riverbanks. Recent hurricanes havc further devastated the land, so you'll need to rake food with 
you until their gardens are restored (estimated to be mid '97). 

Guatemala - Renaldo, a Mayan Indian permaculturist, needs help in this RF region. Write to him at Asociation Ija'te, Sari 
Lucas Toliman, 07013 Solola, Guatemala, Central Am& - - -  I: - I I  , I -  

7 l l  - - - 

MALAYSIA IS SOON TO LOSE AROUND 70,000 HA OF RAMFOREST I 4 - 

In the name of 'growth and development' of course. 'Ihe plan k to build an Asian version of Silim Valley, in a 14b by 481rm 
"multimedia supercomdor"sstretching from Kuala Lumpur south to a new airport. I admit to not knowing the area in question, but if it 
is not forest it will be agricultural land which will need to be replaced, resulting in the clearance of RF elsewhere in that country. 

- I 

FORESTS ARE CLEARED AT AN INCREASING RATE 
A January dmmentav mentioned that 10% have now ben chtroyed, and lhai dcspite the Rio declaration, the rate of clearing 

is increasing each year and is pregently about 15,000 sq lahs p.a. That is 1 In million hectares, or in the old scale almost 4 million a m  - 
6,000 square miles mrv year. Losses are probably unstoppable now; there doesn't seem much government, corporate or individual will 
and we all know that unceasing ond increasing growth & dcvclopmcnt arc crucial to our well-being. 

MAINTAINING THE WORLDS RAINFORESTS WILL HELP IN REDUCING CARBON DIOXIDE LEVEIS 
The Big Scrub N/L No 70 repm thaL scientists working in Brad n m  havc proof that undisturbed tropical RFs soak up huge 

amounts of C02. Results from research in the Amazon nhm foregts a b r b  one tonne of this pollutant per hectare p.a. Extend these 
findings globally and the worlds remaining tracts of tropical RF could be absorbiig a billion tomes of C02 every year. This is about one 
sixth of the amount produced by burning of fossil fuels. Its a start. 

ONE FOR THE TOSSPOTS - MAKE YOUR OWN BURDEKlN PLUM WINE 
'Ibis must have high potential - one of the marrjr wild food recipes demonstrated (?) at the Qld SOAP conference last year, and 

pzmcci on in Food Plants N L  Thanks Leonie, some of this group would also like to have a go I'd reckon. Here is how you do it - 
2kg plums Pleiomnium timoreme previously frozen: 15 kg sugar: 1 campden tablet: 4 litres W i g  water: 114 cup yeast 

starter: I teaspoon nutrient: 1/2 teaspoon pectinase. 
L Crush the fruit in a clean plastic bucket; add sugar & tablet & pour on boiling water. Mix, m r  & COOL When cml add nutrient, 

pectinase & yeast. 
Stir twice daily for 7 days, then strain into a 5L jar with a fermentation loclr. When fermentation finished, rack & store. 1 - 
Make up starter yeast - 1 cup orange juice: 1 cup water: 1 dessertspoon sugar. Boil this, let cool and bottle it adding a sachet of wine 

making yeast allowing time for it to 'work'. Surplus may be kept in fridge. On removal add a teaspoon sugar & let stand. If returning to 
fridge add another tspn sugar + juice of an orange boiled together. m o m  Lenore Iindsay) 

I tried a variation of this, using Black Apple - Ptanchonella australis fruit, Iresh & no starter yeast Cjust used a sachet of w t ) ,  

VALE ALEX LYONS - A LONG TMJI MEMBER AND FRIEND OF MANY IN THIS GROUP 
It is a sad duty to inform you that Alex died, in hospital on 27th Nw. from cancer. Though that aMiction increasingly affected 

him for wer a year, he was not in great pain until near the end and spent only a couple of days in hospital. Alex was stoic during his 
illness and continued working in his own little RF until almost the end. Thase of us who have been to his place at Valla NSW will, I am 
sure, hope that his creation wiU long survive as a memorial to his efforts on that previously cleared small acreage. 

I have passed on the Groups sympathy to his widm Peggy, and our best wishes for her future which she seems to be 
approaching with a positive attitude. 
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