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"Aa the world beEomer b~tlomlal ly  ricber, it kmma envimnmentdly poorern. Dr. Norman Myers, Oxfid 

IT SEEMS LIKE I AM IN MORE STRIFE THAN SPEED GORDON 
( S p e e d w a s a ~ o f B u c k R o g a a w h o i n t u m  wassnccccdedbyDarthVederdallwuensPally inbagsof bother -ray 

guns, enemy space dups, unfurgiving women, d i d &  ex-, etc.) 
My biggest recent probfm was the ccmpnbz bmkdnm - a long staty, but barridy h o n p h t  repair8 and people with gnlda 

knowldge than their cusknmz on the best software and canfigmation l'm just going to learn to live with this sa-\lp and will possibly get to 
b o w  it some time in the future. Some mmbers arc aware that I waa given basic training in WP5.1 but after this died, I'm now tearing out my 
hair on a Windows 3.1 which everyone tells me is "just so user fihlly." This effort cast $200 which I pad pe*wmalty, but now believe I 
should claim this as a N L  e m .  

H o w e v e r . t h e m o s t ~ t c o n c e r n  toyouisthefrrtureoftheGroupsleadaship. Evenafteralmost2yeara,myag~ 
W o n  to not accept renewal of m m W p  of an individual is still ca* problems within ASGAP. That Association maintains that I do 
not have the right to reject any person w, on any g t o h  at all. An unusual and e x b a d y  me qd5cation in s p e d  interest 
gocieties, I must say. In view of the fBCt tbat I lead RFSG totally voluntary and devote mare time and dxt to the Group than I can really 
~ , a n d a t s o m e p e r s o n a l ~ t e l ~  insulchcircumetancasIdeci&myawnedi~d~necessary~Siansinthe~tof 
relevant arguments. It seems that the ex member could wed be readmitted to RFSG wfiich would then be l&less. I well know that the 
bulk of the rnemhmhip supports me to the foil but there is no point in confirming that to me. If you would rather that 'business as usual' 
d u e s ,  write to the president of ASGAP, Ms Weady Fopp RSD 1660 Range Rd Will- SA 5 172 with your comments. 

IT IS PEWWPS TIME THAT A NSW NORTH COAST RF ORGANHATION BE SET UP 
Lack of time has, until now, pmtd me fimm eannssing the many mbas kn this a m  as to their thou&& on the idea This 

gnggdam was raised way back in Oct '96. in N L  No 34. It would, initially, be totally indqmdat in order to avoid any htmveatioa fhm 
outsiders as to how such organisation be nm (other than namal, and accepted mmtability). I have decided to include a survey f m  to 
local m e m b  and others who I think may be inbrstd, aad questioning their likelihd of contributing to such a Group. Pahaps it should 
be set up to accept nominations of individuals fimn other distncis of NSW, and indeed in-te who have an intesest in NSW forests their 
general environment and human influences sffwbng their stability and b v a l .  Indeed, coverage could be w i d a d  to say 'NSW RFs and 
adjacent loc[ttionre', prticulatly should RFSG fold. This d d  have the benefit of inc1udhg all east 01 CT & WT RF plus the bulk of STRF 
butneedtobeapprovdbythefoundingmmbas. Ihastentoaddthatthecoatsofsrachquestiormairesandaasociated~willbemetby 
me, and not kn RFSG funds. 

STUDY GROUP WEEKEND ORGANBED FOR 27TfU28THMARCH AT GLOUCESTER NORTH OF SYDNEY 
Venue is Pip and Tom Gi bjans propaty, 1 151 Eowmm River Rd, off N b  Rd and west of ~ l o d .  S u g g d m  are to 

arrive f a  1- look at RF and Euc pl- and rnnnrmt creek RF, BBQ tea (meat supplied, bnng salad, a plate of goodies and a bottle to 
share.) Sunday look at a nearby Beech forest or RF on Craven Plateau, Gloucester Falls or dha localm. Camp by the river Saturday night, or 
2 good motela in Glouceater 25km away. It would be a dortable  4 hours drive h m  Homsby, and, say, 7 fmm Brishsne. Pip would 
appraciate knowing attendance in advance and you would need further directions. Phone them at 029 651 1%2, or me at B y a b  to conhnn. 
Evenings of course. 

NEW MEMBERS 
We extend a wann welcume to a recent addition to our Group and a new arrival to her (and my own) M d .  

JEAN HEGARTY Paphbana NSW 

VALE INEZ ARMXTAGE - "nhumed On this mortal coil" 25/12/98 
Inez own wnrds (wishes) written by a scribe for Xmas card, sent to us a week or so before she dcpted this life. Though Iuez 

was not a member of RFSG, she actively guppwted the group over the years and bad been very involved in SGAP activities in earlier times 
(old hands are aware that she wrote the first definitive book on Wattles -'Acacias of NSW about 20 yam ago.) She bad been in a nursing 
home at K a a p e y  for the past few years and beZgudged her low quality of life because of immobility - despite her stated desires to 'move 
along', she was just too tough to let go easily. Friends and acqutllntances found her to be a genemu8 but n+nonsense lady and she will be 
missed by many. 

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK 
Patrick says that all the species listed in the previous NL, other than Cqymtia clematidea & Cmmimonia barftmnia are st i l l  

available. In addition he hopes to soon have access to AuJhonryrhLo minutijlom, Buckinghia ce&ma, Decarpenmm, humile, Ehmiia 
acuminata, Elaeocalpus reticulatrcs @ink and red). W l l e a  bail-, Melia azedamch, Syigium wilsonii ssp wilsonii. Recent donor - 
Richard Logan. A. Patrick has been asked for 6 seeds each of Hichbeochia pirmatrifollia and H. pilosa (7?) I f  anyone 
can supply these to Patrick, the lady from WA would be very gratell. 



NORTH QUEENSLWD PORESTS RAVE BEEN A POFWLAR ATTRACTION TO MEMBBERS LATELY 
Information and comments gent to me by m e r u b  traveIling north, also r e l m t  info from Ehe media, includd the following, 
Garry Drly wmte " We arrived home h r n  OW Qld trip just m time for the big ?aim, when the EUawarra district hi those big floods. Thin 

my be m excellent par for fmga and RF plauts. We w m  away 2 months and tbe Wmg image that I have of Qld is of a eoene near Cammwn 
Gorge where we spotted 4 Bostatds, a rare aad d a q e d  species. TWO birds wese perfonn~ng OII the road and tbe other 2 were in cheat high p ~ ,  
remnant vegetation on !he lOOm mad corridor. The native vqetatim hed been cleared an either side of the road. A car of tourists ovtrbk our 
stationary vehicle without slowing down and m 1 y  krlled the Bustards. 

The= images wae powerful - rare fauna persisting in remnrmt veg&&un h a Imdscqie trashed for agichtllre @robably ttmxmomic) and 
mtm loving tourists nor d l y  giving a stuff as they cruise through the p k  in an airaditioraed a& car.. 

We saw m e  great p1mt.s and animals. Two n&es had n p a t  range of RF we, Y a w  N m e q  near Athntoa and Cairns Native 
Plants (White Rmk, south of Cairns. Bought some b b e s  but they d e r e d  a bit due to thc low humidity on our YCWLI trip. Also dropped in on 
Olivex Carters Manna Nursery. He hm the most extamve range oiSp-;rm andFim h t  I have ~ c o u n ~  - ddrnitely worth a visit. CuIIed in 
at Mal Cullens nursery too and was armwd to see such a goad variety of plants. 

S d e r  plants have b e t i c x ~  large ~~, Select 
plants that do not have hh. mfl growtli. Transpart lhem in polystyrene bxes (without lids) for easy mtahg and easily removal h m  the car 
during stopvers. 

I h a v e o f b m m k d  why whave  so fewRFSGmanbera lipins in thewctbupic~, 8ndnow~eve  that thcnssonistbat RF is so 
~ ~ e i n ~ e r e g i m t b a t t h e y a r e a o t i r e e n a s a n r r e v e g ~ o n ~ t y t b a t & o r d s @ d ~ m  Alsothegmwtbrpteissugaodthat 
RF is so esgy to &bIish. Cultudly that +an q p u %  somewhat iswktd and cbliad fmm amw to the south of Tmmsdle. 

I summarid the more significant f'annal plant apecis in areas that may bc of interest to members." 
BmIYAMTS Mixophyes itffatu~ (rare f i q )  W T I  STRF. Btmyas, Hog, Pine ,Ehrptu  k i w i ,  Ficus supha 

Red Neck Wallabies F. macrop~lla, F.obliqua. 
CARNARVON GORGE Yellow-bellied Gliders M m i a  monai, Livistom sp., Angiopteris evecta. 
LAKE MiXJRPm C.P. Squirrel Gliders, Barking Owls, CrtstEd Hawk. E u a a I m  remicornis forest. 
BUCKDOWN TABLELAND Y-b Gliders, -1 G I i w  Koala Eucalyptuj punctm. E. maaulota, Lividtwlo sp. 
JOURAMA FXLliS Mahogany Gliders, &ma &eme!a Ruca&irc~ tesselan'j, L d e n s ,  plus ripmian 

R P .  -- 
PALQMA- MT SPEC k s z r W W C a p K l w a r y ,  BoydsFopestDmgon. F n U c w h i ~ T ( F  
lllIJRRhY FAUS Stripsd P- Sooty Owl, Noiq Pitta B m i a  m b i i s  
MI', SORROW -DAXNTREE Superb Fruit I%ve Populattm of A m t o p k n i x  prpenena 
W!SSION RF,ACH CWW Ucuala forest I' 

Garry sent us scmte oithe local infb guides - a couple of Wct T* Newspapss, Mimion Beach Bulletin which 1 d d  lave to qwote 
W v e l y ,  but hme and spm b t s  that id* N13 ltre in the iiw though. He wa8 prf idmly  hpmwd with the C4 Committem work at 
Mission Besch in pwmg RF Bpec1es and q W g  as much as v i b l e  to tIy and protect the Id Cmwariw @nre and endangered) as their 
mortality is kiglatening. At l a s t  one bird a month ia hit by vebickes, many being killed outright, others srrambling into the f i  atta injq ,  no 
doubt some to soon die, o h  only slightly wounded @bly swiving. These animals are n major tounst drawcard to that district and it sacms 
somewhat short sighted to w n W y  upgrade local. IOBd4 to allow i n d  qeeds and place the ohdrr Further on their chances of survival. 

PATRICK BENNETT RAI) ALSO BEEN TQ N.Q. ABOUT TAAT TZNE. The family based t h m d v e s  in Cairns and checked out 
hisfail, A M a n  Tableland,. Port Douglas, Kumda, Dialree etc., vislthg some very nice W amas and FIecker Botanical Gardens. "In Fledm 
we noted the VERY large T m i w l i o  seriricacalprr and acmss the road m a natural bushland, p d m m m t l y  papabacW ptmdanu~ foreat wap: the 
largest Me/&ca hcadendmn und Nauelea orientalis I have ever encouutcd. Also growing hm were many Dillenio alato with their absolutely 
beautiful rusty red-brown bark. 

Was~edtoseetowhal~tthe~~TnIipisspreadinginNQ-mentid~sto~~when~visitadU~ 
Numq and Gary confirmed this cxotic's dmhg qmd, Lilring to our Camphor laurel problem. Took a trip on SKYRAJL, and looked over the 
IWNlXEE RF E W R O ~ A L  CENTRE - both thee 'attraction# have c ~ d l e a t  interpretive displays and in my opinion play a vital rule in 
promating a greates appreciation of om peat W. This coupled with suitably managed r e m c h  can only be a plus. The DainEee Centre is 1 O k m  
north of the ferry a d  h a s  a 23m t m  with five large viewing ptatfbrms, a baard-walk (you get a gnided tour or a written guide/ species list, a 
Dsplay C m k  offering much sr;roen teEhnolgy on many topics, a d l  library, theatres, and O~IXNESC The Shop." 

Patrick sent a cupy of the B m n  Falls SlqmIs CSKO interprrtation centre brochure, where it too is l m g d d h g  in RFSGs libracy fiam 
inacca#libility, sadly. 

Robert P w p  d m  wr sttention to a new w e a l  t h w t  tp North Qld fomts - FERAL WORMS FROM BRAZE. A rqmt in 
ihe B d d  last August (Ed I also M of this inmmhg problem on the ABC), Btetcs that the worn '  spread has m e  so rapid that they arc now 
s permanent additro~ to ow native forests. ,Scientists have found that in scrme farest areas the= fads m u n t  for up to 98% of total worm numbers. 
the 0th 2% reprexdng the h u n W  of native species tkot Inhabit bush soils. Like carp in the nvas and native fish, such massive 
outnumbering by tlm cxotic thatals thc survival of m y  endemic worms. They change ecological pmcm in the sail and thcre arejnst so w,many 
ofthem theywill btive a bug= $npt on rnany led ecosystems. 

It is known that Ute worms fixsS en& the foterrts through logging trucks. and they are now king spreari mare mtasively by f d  pigs. 
Another worn becamhg a problem is E m  mth east Asia "Given the role that worms play in mriient recyclrng this could be having a big effect on 
the h d t h  of thc Rfs It wauld be regrettable if these fml worms were to replace the natives in these delicate areas." Amen. 

FACTS AND FIGURES ON OUR 'WET TROPICS FORESTS'. A r m t  madm nature report quoted thm Ws bfmem Towasville 
and hktown covw just 0 1% of Oz's land area bur are home to 50% of our bird species. 30% of marslrpiala, 58% of hte, 27% of frogs, 23% of 
rcptdes, ~ F / o  of freshwater fishes and 60% of butterflles. Little work has kn dune on insects tho@ it is surmised that a huge variety of @CS 

arc to be diwvered. Entnmologrcal wmk in an am of South America included the collmon d 7,735 beetles alone, repxmtmg 1200 spbcia 
from 19 trees ofthe same species (LueI~a s m i )  What wrll be found when all 1200 C)7, wia of RF trees ate surveyed for their insect fauna 
associations? 
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WEDS - ALWAYS A BIG PROBLEM BUT AT LONE LAST BEING FACED UP TO 
SGdP Vlc '1 N& of Dec 98 canid ~tn ttem that thcir seedbank bas deleted seeds of native species that miginate in other states that are 

fistsd aa environmental weds in the DNRE published lists for Victoria. A m t  on "Weeds in Victwia" m t e d  to the govmmmt by the 
Envimnment and Nahlral R w m  Commitice contains 21 recwnmendatians for dealing Hith envimmnental and noxious weds in Victoria .... in 
1992 D m  published a lin of 58.1 plant specits desigmted as environmental weeds. These species were rated according to their degree of risk. at 
1- 250 of the listed speci~  arr: b o w  to be available amm&dly and approx half of these are serious or very &ow environmental weeds. 

Same of these piants me l~sted by their of threat Same nommted as 'very serious' are Acacia baileymra, A. decumu, A. 
longfdfa, H u h  sericeu, H. ~uavcolens~ Lepto~pennvm laeuigahrm, Melaleuca annilkuis, Pittoqmnan undulahm, Sollyn hetempkylla. 
SGAP Canberra Dee Journal, N w  3R k l d d  a 10 page fee& on "Weed ~ n ~ ~ t h r o u g h  Nurseries" an agmnmnid omis NSW 
Agriculture, J J Dellow that wm very informahve, as well a? somewhat worrying. Idmat ion  included "65% of recent weed invasion in Oz in the 
k t  25 y a m  are of omammtrtl origins. Since the ummmmment of Eumpm MAlunent in 1788 there has bea  a steady inhuductlon of e. 
C m t l y ,  about 10% oiAusfd.tas total of 20,OM) plant specis are inintroduced plants Tnlduc?ions have been rapid. In 1804,29 species of 
introduced plants collated at Sydney. 

Elants which have bccome weeds hsve introduced both accidentally, such as skelctm ugad w deliberately intrcduced and pyqpkd 
md qxad guch as b l a c k h q ,  prickly pear, P a w n s  curse md g m .  Thc intentional spread by the then E m  n o a g i a  and ijgcrance is king 
mtind today, Since 1788 the number of inW& specie which have mhunlid has inc& at a coartant nte of appmx 4 to 6 species per 
year." 

"Cmbb taonmic gmags haa p v a h  to be mare tban othm Grove3 (1 987) cursidas the Arttmcae,  Bmadcumm and 
h z m d r a m a  families to be the mDst invagiw in thc tempsate zones, Plants from similln climate zancs are M e  able to establish gad colcmise. 
For instapce many weds of Sauth Africa's &p Pro* hsve beecrme major weeds in similar chmdic zrmes in southern a. Capewoed, spiny 
a e x ,  bibu bush and b o n d  are exceUerrt examplat." " 0 t h  attributes which &cc a plants weediness ioclude such aspects of whether the 
p l h  is a 'colonid, it.9, rnethda of d i s p - 4 ,  seed dormaacy, and methods of r c p d u c t i ~ ~ "  

The article went on to list various hohcultuml intductiws, "The most striking example is h &liberate W o n  of prickly pear 
with tlte first fleer h 17BRM. Other b o r n  plant9 hu&t out by that mob were mainly f d  plmts, but b b o o ,  reeds and cotton tvere dso 
included. F d a  history of plant introductium is g i v q  and scgmplcs of present day nasticts that are being sold by ride are quoted. lbthmtnd 
annual 1- due to weeds in the wool mdustry alone 1s $450 million, dmost as much as occurs from insects, di- and other pests mbined. 

As if to cafrrm the t h a t  to both a ~ l v w  and the continat's environment, Richard Logan, a NSW member obtained a copy of a media 
dakment from Qlds environment minister on 'Saeppfng up the war on we&' with the 6ightam.g w i n g  

fi--n XSetails of measures ta lx tnkm by the govcrnmmt-to rdum+pssihle lrnpcts were included in the release, but as is 
aRcn tlre case \nth environmental matters by any Oz governmeat, only minimal dollars have bcen committed to this (recopiised) problem. 

Finally, iiom the Rainforest Remasnts Conference @more, Nov 98) RFSG delegate Sita Parsons surnmarised the address by Bmce 
Scott of the North Comt Chmt Council (*Ron ta the Qld border) as - for evmy 100 plmk imp- t a l  into @. mually (by the nurswy industry, 
pcrmaculhrreC individuals, etc.) 6 will h r n e  noxious weeds with one a 'sigdirrmt" woed . Several categories of problem weeds have 
estabhkl, &pending on their economic threats, while 'mvironmcntal. w d s '  kas now been nomrnated for problem plants growing in non- 
agric~illltural, d l y  native plant environments . Thm m problems in declaring a weed 'noxious' because of financial considerations, also in putting 
excessive pressure on p p l e .  

Refmence was made to the massive mounts of G l y p h t e  and its potmtial to do rnm harm than good and k t t s  preferme is for specific 
p q m e  herbicides. On Lantana, a research group has received a grant af  $60,000 each year for 3 yeats to release biological agents to control that 
pest. 

9 

Kate Blood - cmdhmrofWeed~prq~nrmspokelater, sayingthntinh25 - to  1995,6S%ofthcnewweedyplantshadbeen 
himht& for ornamental horticulkel Action to reduce the impact of weeds now includes - govt., in- & muha starting to work together, 
national listings; public %t i n d m  education; system of awards; esrly intervmtlm on m v e  problems, a nationnl Weedbuster fortnight with 
public partjcipatim in dm-ups, displap, mpetitlons, tiahmg ectivitiw, talks, etc. 

OTaER TOPICS OF XNTERIBT WERE PRESENTED AT TBB RAINFOREST REMNANTS CONFERENCE 
There were I R speakers in dl, exprt in heit particdm fidds. Included were some individuals well known to members - Alex Floyd, 

Ralph WmIford, R a M  Kooyman, G d f  Williams, John Hunm and John Stmkatb Subjects covered Pbting & Remmts. Genetic Mepity, 
We&, Fallinatinn, Fauna, Consagamces of Cl- & Fmgmentation, Natural Succession, Catchment Planning, Private Consemation and m y  
other useful topics. I look forward to obtaining the conference papers in due murse, with the intention of quoting some sections h m  time to time. 
These p a w  will be filed in the Tibrary', wherever it will bc, and should somehow be accessible to the present membership. 

THERE HAVE BEEN MANY NAME RECENT CHANGES TO RF PLANTS 
QLD IW'LAJXTIN X)ec 98 lists c h g m  to previously known botuuical mes of a t m t  300 species, as well as m o m l  of almost 50 

species from me family to mother. Many of the changes affcct RT: plants - his is mnGrmd by Brisbanc*~ BRAIN Group NIL of Sept 98 
which includes 2 closely typed pnges of changed names. liwkmg at some of these changes just confirms to me that such exercises are mere job 
cratjon activities for mcha i t  botanists - *idly whw 1 see that the Tamarind I h e w  asDiploglotti3 awtmlis not all that long ago was changed 
from its m e n t  name (D. mninglmrnii) back to D. mt4dis. Anothm that stands out is Dewspetmum humile, which is at least the 5th name givm 
to it since it was first collwtcd. No weader m y  people are CD&& md don't want to h o w  about plmh 

SOME SEEDS TAKE AGES TO DEVELOP - OTHERS ARE VIABLE FOR A VERY LONG TIME 
Pahick commented that he sowed seed of Stmocapt sinuatw collected June 92 in Aug 98. Genninat~on commend 6 w k s  letcr, 

P d o m  j~.minoidmllected May 93 waa sown Aug 98 and commenced germination within 5 weeks. "Goes to show we should never write off 
old seed but at least give i t  a try. 1 wander i f d l  the p p e r y  type seod has lang nability - this could be tl , M y  topic $ itself." Zn c o n m  I wt id  
a A p h n t h e  philippn~isin tiuil2511/9R and it was not until rmd A m  hat it a p p m d  r i p  enough to collect. Hasn't yet germinated (Jan,). 



OUR CANBERRA CORRESPONDENT CONMANN LOST HLS SEAT IN PARLIAMIGNT 
He regrets being unable to continue passing on items of interest to RFSG during our d o n a l  chats, and rmmld how diilicult it 

was at times to obtain some of the information that I eought. I felt a little s o w  that Con was in office for j u t  a couple of years, as unlike same 
of the younger manbas (one is a mexe 34) who have been in Canberm for 7 or 8 years and hit our wallets for as much as 1 112 million$ in 
immediate s-uation, he will go out with nothm& other than the return of his own contributions and unlike most does not have a law 
degree to source income. 

However, we do have a contact who will do her best to answer my matten that I rrlre. I have met her only a couple of k 
and obviously do not h o w  her as near as wed as my lang-dhg fiicndship with Con, but she seems to be a very pl-t young lady. Her 
name i s  Delia Phibbr and I have no doubt that she will keat the electorate in general in the same way as do all other MPs and will tell me 
whatever she is able. 

YOU WILLRECALL THAT RICHARD LOGAN IS PARTIWURLY INTERESTED IN S Y 2 " G ~ S  
He is as well up m the cul t im as any cnmc else I know of, but finds firequent huttation in semhing for details of normal species 

saying "I am sick of having to look through 10 diffau~t books to find the info that I want. I am trying to finish off a number of fact sheets, the 
moat urgent bemg the Lilly Pilly pup. Am tryins to make up a document coveaing all the species with colour pics; sourcing these from books, 
CD ROMS and the intaaet. It is starting to look good and I eventually hope (wish) to complete all RF specie8 - a big job." A lot of work 
indeed Rich . 

'Theoomplrtarreqnired ~ b u t t b e r e s u l t s ~ r e a l l ~ g o o d ~ ~ i c h a r d s e n t m e ~ h o f h i e ~ m u g h i ~ w h i c h b a v e  
been eiace dined. The nrrrat recent data is first chsr with dl the useful infamation like habit, beighf prom range,etc., and oolour pic8 of 
flawaa, h i t  and fo- of mp1e species. 

On other matters, he rndoned meting local RFSG m e m h  , cummm at hie wcnk in the nursery dept of a BBC store.. Others 
are regulars who are very h h e 3 t d  in RF, some of them owning as much as 30 acres of Illawarra -ent property. Should be an ideal 
place to organise a local Ellnwma club of RF mthusia.sts, as the area was one of the fkst RF hnbilats to be exploited and settled after the 
continent was taken ova by Europea m... In the garden. ~ b m e  @es unusual in cultivatiun have been added tiincludmg Pnunnopitys kadei and 
Syzigium wilsmi ssp. qptqMebium .... S p i e s  recently fl- included Av~anmyrhrs dulcis. A. sp Wee@ng Beauty, A. sp Lockerbie 
S d ,  A.jloriblmd0, Rinophy1lo 'red fonn' , Rhw'odendmn lochiae (notiale?), Sp'gium Beachboll', Dlmtallu comtlea cvs, Micromelium 
minutrun, Artmrerno faxiculara. various S*giw, a d  numy 0 t h  s... Others with most ateractive new fohge include the Antarctic Beech, 
Sjmgim pubenilum. Ar)rkmcl lauterimur, W u f w k d a  mi'tata, CCrypomrio rigidcr.. Good gamination d t s  m t l y  included 
Euqphia moomi and a good number of A@&CBYI& ... The local floods last August have left numy brown a m  limn Idslideq it will be 
curious to see whether Lantana tills these or if natural memation will occur..... Fauna wise, he was thrilled to find a colony of the rare Green 
and Golden Bell Fmg - Litoria auneo - behind the nursery at wo& though does not know whether they have survived the local developmats 
over the years, or if they are a popuigtiun which may have been in- in a batch of plants at some stage. 

TWO OF OUR LONG- STANDING MEMBERS HAVE POBZ;ISBED BOOKS RECENTLY 
Neil & Jane Wrriott had Gmrsland Plantr of South Eastern Aushrlia printed last year. This is a field guide to grassland and 

grassy woodland plants of SE Oz. and f m s  170 sp ies  f d  in the mainly dryland areas of NSW, Vic, SA, and Tas. A page is devoted to 
each plant with a colour photo followed by desmiptive notes. It is a small book meant to be taken into the field end covers 120 genesa. RRP is 
$26.95, but SGAP members are able to obtain an auto~raphed copy by post for $22. by writing to N & J Maniott, Box 107 Stawell Vic 3380. 

Soon 6, JAN SKED launched Planting A Natlve Garden h the Subtmpics, after spending a solid 2 months rmmcbing, 
updatins and writing dwniptions for the 800 species that make up the bulk of the book Jan had to do an extra 100 drawings to illustrate 
species, and a feature of her work is to provide a simple pronunciation guide with each plant W p t i o q  meant to be helpful to newcomgs to 
bokucal names. I omitted to a& Jan the size of h s  book however the cost is $27 including postage direct Erom Jan. Address is PO Box 41 
Lawnton Q 4501. She mentioned that she is currently ~~mpfcte ly  revising her "Go Native: Wild Food Cookbook* for an imminent 3rd edition. 

Well done, you two. Your work is valued throughout SGAP and I am eqaial ly p l d  that you are doing your v q  fair share of 
promotiPg to the gmml public, and hopefully to some of our declsion makers, the importance of our plants, their value and their beauty. 

ROBIN WOODS TELLS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES AT THE HAWKESBURY RIVER DISTRICT 
"We are in contact with people and groups who work on productive rural lands and are faced with maintain@ RF mmanta in an 

m1ogically nustainable way - not just golug out and rqmtedly bulldozing Lantana. We need to get ideas m how a mixed set of strakgies can 
be used so that landholders down here can s t i l l  mavltam some graung, archard~ng etc. alongside their RF and see improvements in the RF as 
well. 

We are also 1- at mapping our RF remmts amss the subcatchment as well as current impacts on them. As most is in the 
v t  area, we have mmovement of weeds by water and gravity as well as by birds. Roads criss cross the area, cutting through stream 
tmudmies, providmg lots of nutrients and dimuption of established ecological procespw. Treeloppers working for the RTA and Comcil 
steadily clear dl trees of a certain height under p o w ~ l h w ,  wreckmg same of our best RF in road reserves, especdy  by tmmpling around for 
days in same of the most imcmsibk mas." Rob went on about how the mmky ccmm~ty demmh fire pr0t.ect.i~~ c l e  of every tree 
mywhere near a road so that idiots drunk, or on drugs, or just normal speedsters can nm off the road and not kill themselves. "k is a lack of 
administrative people to plan for and protect huge tracts of bushland in the dishict and we need to realise that with 'economic rationalism', 
more voluntary effort is the d y  way to k e p  e n m d  degradation at bay. How do we make tlus an educated, concerted when 7" 

Robin also pmd on m e  thoughts on the opmt~clns of our Group, and feels that Ihchard's ideas on sharing the l a d  are f d b l e  
(thank you both, its probably all academrc now anyway Besides that l've not been ov&eimecl with offers to assist.) Lots of questions and 
suggestions on how we could be more effective in netwPrkulg and m 'fathering' and encouraging smaller or assoc~ated groups concaned wit$ 
the big picture. 

MUCH HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT BOOYONG LATELY - THE FOREST LOOKS GREAT 
1998 started off very dry, but steady regular rains h m  winter till now have caused a burst of f o b e  and flowering not seen during 

our past occupancy. Species flowering for the first time in 7 years include Rapaneo variablis, Rhodomyrtuspsidiodes, Rhodmnnia rubescens, 
Edilssdm muellen and only for the second time were Guioa ssmiglaucu, Dimpyriw aushalis, A ground orchid Microiis unfolia nus in large 
numbers for the first time (observed anyway). The RF woodlot plantings are slow though. The Cicada population has exploded and Beryl 
wean ear-plugs. Beetles have had a field day on our Eucs but they will survive - a different story on the wattles (Acacia immta)  which have 
been totally stripped by a plague of little green Scarabs. Rubus rosfilius hited so heavily that I was able to obtain enough ingredient to make 
a 2 gallon batch of wine - a good colour and ready to drink at Easter. Spotted our first Burtons Legless Lizard last month. 



Sighted our firsl Koala after Xmas - it was dimwed by me of the gmup h n  the NSW Bird Athaws who had their Xmaa camp 
and mual mtxting here. (as well -ding a day mmybg Madn 8t Anake I-kmvelds place, aPrl mother at Qwynae Holdgak and Maxs 
pq&y and environs.) Wc were bolh vesy upset when our little dog Kina d i d  nud Nov, our campmion far 12 years and an mthusiastic 
welcome of every RFSG member who has called in here, but we are feel that she has ka reiacPrnatod in that ~ d n  - too coincidental to be 
otherwise. 

A Voluntary -tion &rewept has been Qawn up with NP&WS and should be 8i& and sealed within the month and so 
ensure. that the uncleared 70% of Booyong ; prime habitat of h@ grade forest and bush remains out of the clutchea of our greedy, stupid and 
W& fellows,in m t y .  

HUGH AND NAN NICHOLSON ARE BACK IN OZ AND HAVE REJOKNE~ RFSG 
They had been away in South America for a while (Ed can I see another book coming'?) "Back at home and busily attaclcing Lantana, 

and xtplaating." Some m m h  may be unaware that the nursery was sold a couple of years ago, thus giving Nan and Hugh a well earned 
break. 

IN MELBOURNE - STEVE SINCLAIR DETAIIS SOME RECENT AcTWIllES 
"The greenhouse as well as the 'RF patch' are coming along very well (September) . All the stuff1 collected at Booyong is thriving - 

Settlers Flax, Python trees (4" high), Euodiap (3"), Bndimdrn.7 (S"), and Tuckeroos. Those Muclum plants look great in pots, at least wfiile 
they are small. (Steve, you will be in big trouble when they get to Jack and the Banstalkst) In the little fernhouse, Fialdiu ammiis are 
climbing all ova the walls and the foam boxes, while livaworts and mos4*l of eveq d d p t i m  are inches thick. Most of my spare time 
though, has ben put into local woodland species, many taming fmm a buildmg site nearby where the bull- are destroying the place, 
includmg 6 orchids. Am pretty moyed that the local unmcil has been planting non local species into our local buahlanrl reserve - a mae 
hectare- which has one of the last mmhing, and the only one on a ridge, undisturbed Stsinwbark wrodlands fix miles and miles., with a 
fantaaic understorey of gram, small sedge?, and G h i a  as well as mauy shrub and herb species. The adjacent a-footy oval has been plaatsd 
with hybnd Gmilleu, Sllky Oaks, invasive Wattles and Spotted Gums. Arm "Steve - the penalty of nonammable local govmment 
beloved of your premier. Geoff - statcmmt of fact; not a political cmrment. 

FURTHER COMMENTS TO ITEM!S IN PREVIOUS N L  
6 b d k  ki&hWi. Judith Brass m t i a a s  that a White Beech now 10 years old haa auly m&ai abut 2m in W t .  '?t 1- d 

of its leaves each winter - perhaps they are slow growers evmyvhme?" At Bmymg, there are many s c d q s  and saplings in the foreat; one we 
have been watchq near a meek since our arrival over 7 years ago maned to do notiung for 5 years or so, remaining about 1 1/2m However I 
noticed the other day that it had put on a spurt of growth and bas at least doubled its height now. One we planted (in the open and in lousy soil) 
4 or 5 years ago did 110- for ages, but recently took off and is now about 3m. Admittedly that whole area's plantings were aninspiring, so we 
decided to put on h a p  of cow poo and lots of mulch 2 years ego and ev- s e e m  to be thriving. We've also given each plant small 
quantities of blood & bone or dynarmc lifter or Banana Specla1 crccasionally during good rains. Makes a big difference. I recollect that Rhoda 
J e a ~ n s  north of Sydney found than to be rather backward too, and they are on volcar~c soil, I think. They have been told that the species are 
'hungry' and need a fair m o a t  of fatilizer. 

Genetic engineering. Judith mmments that P d t l t t t  International regularly pub& information on the topic. Altered food 
plants are kmn@ immwingIy common - tomatoes have been d p k d  to contain salmon genes. She is not sure why this was done. Plans 
are to genetically alter other crop v e s ,  particularly staples such as wheat, rice and corn, same of which are bemg currently trialled. "Round 
UP resistance seems to be the most popular, but transfaring genes for chemicals to make plants unamactlve to pests has also been 
aceompliahad." 

PoIysEiP5 mwrrogi. Some of us had been waiting on seed of Jo McNab's Pencil Cedar. Unfurhmkly a gang of marauding White 
Cockatoos stripped the top of that tree so looks like there will be none available this season. 

To prdeet plants from browsing h P l r  - Rhoda Jeavons sent an item fkom Farm Forestry a d v i e  that & has resulted in 2 
chEmicd treatments being available. WR-1 when applied to d i n g s  (?sapImgs too) can reduce dmage caused by Swamp Wallabies and 
rabbits. It cambina a repellant odour with the application of a hard non-toxic grit to induce a learned avoidance of treated plants. In a similar 
manraerAD-3canptect.~andmatureplantsfkomhwsingand~stri~by~ts. Thlsoneisanolfactoryrepellantprod~ 

. an odour that rabbits dislike, and avoid It is c h m d  that these will directly benefit forest growers, pamars and users of plantation pmducts. 

RHODA ASILS ABOUT CWITINGS DEVELOPING A DECENT ROOT S Y S W  
Wonders whether much is hown about some species ability to put out an adequate mW& They'd assumed cuthngs properly set 

gcmdly had as much chance as seedlings on root development, but ~~ with Doryphom suwjkw raised doubts. They bought some of 
these fiom Termnia Creek origmally and were so impres.s4 with the species and growth rate that they had a n-man propagate a number of 
cuttings. None had grown into decent trees so ~t was decided to dig than out to see why. m t e  bemg in good soil, they all had a small and 
very shallow root system and Rhoda moved them elsewhere to see if they progress better there. 

UPDATE ON BOOKS AVAILABLE ON RF TOPICS 
Richard Logan catal@ his titles and sent a copy for our interest. Way back, in an early NL (No 9 in 1991) ,an extensive list of 52 

books were included. Those on Richards shelves new to our original listmg are - 
AUSTRALIAN RAINFORESTS Barbara Camemn Smith. AUSTRALIAN RAINFORESTS Paul Adam m 
CAPE YORK - A NATURAL HISTORY DW & CB Frith COMPANION TO KIMBERLEY RFs K Kmmdy & N 
McKenzie 
CREATING AN AUST RF GARDEN R Bailey & J Lake FRUITS OF THE W O R E S T  W & W Coopa 
GROWING AUST. TROPICAL PLANTS P&A Radke + G M  Sankowaky INTRODUCING DRY RFs :Qld central coast & Hintefland Q D. 
E & H  
NATIONAL PARKS OF NTHN NSW Peter Wright NORTH QLD WET TROPICS- A GUIDE FOR TRAV'ELERS R 
Ritchie 
RAINFOREST PLANTS OF EASTERN AUST. S & A Pearson RAINFOREST REMNANTS NP&W S 
RAINFORESTS OF THE ILLAWARRA DISTRICT Mills & lakeman SEEING THE RFs IN 19th CENTURY AUST. Rod Ritchie 
UNDER THE CANOPY: GUIDE TO THE RFs OF NSW NPtWSVANISHING EDEN: THE PLIGHT OF TROPICAL RFs Various 
and of course HIDDEN RAINFORESTS by Geoff Williams , reviewed in NL. 38. 

Richards bookshelves must be like mine - bustug at the seams1 



ROBIN WOODS IS CONTACT PERSON FOR HAWKESBURY RF NETWORK AND IS ON THE 'NET 
She would welcame people wanting to see the CTRF at Mt Tomah, west of Sydney. Mt Tomah Bobmc Gardens are just d the 

mer, and she Iives in the middIe of a brillirmt vicw ovcf100king Mt Banks. Iier partner is m avid bushwalker w f ~ b  hm the area very thomugbly. 
There is a newly opened B&l3 called Tomah Mountain Lodge nearby. When the Netwo~ks p m p m  gets underway, they will nm some tours to show 
,mm ofthe RF and associahi worksites. Robins email addrws is rwood.q@nc.com,nu 

REPORT ON LOCAL RFSG MEMBERS FIELD DAY AT EUENVELDS MT SEAVIEW FROlPERTY 
Martin and Anske hosted about a dozen of us for the day in ~~, several staying overnight to enjoy the experience of a near 

wilduness settug and its tranquility.. The obligatory Cis- hpoglaucuand Ficus c o r n f a  wines were sampled at lunch time, to verify they are 
aging OK, so we slowed up a bit in the aflemrn The p u p z  of mr excursion was to christen the wallnng track along Watafall Creek to its 
junction with the Ehtkgs KYCT and identify the many RF wia dong the track and the two streams. Martin and his son Henrik spent much lime 
md mqy in clearing L a n W  shifling m k  and stabifiskg the walkmy - all by hand. Some of the features wae several nice Figs, the many 
w h i t e s  on Ca51(anr*r nmninghmii trees w the hnckmd needing confirmation, a big Brown Beech - Pennantia cminghamii - by the creek. It 
was nn enjoyable dey - Mnrtin & h s k e  81.e jwtihbly pmud of their "Waterfnll" property's beauty and of their rnanagemmt to protect it while at the 
m e  time earning income through fnttumg cattle t]lm RFSG m a n h  are welcome to call in (after prior mangement), but a weekend txmput 
will be organised before long. 

BOOK REVIEW - "TELIS TIRED BROWN LAM)" BY MARK O'CONNOR ISBN 1 875989 36 6 
Envhmcntdist  and poet mark O'Cmm scta out the qmnentz for the case that the fh@e Coatinent of Aaatralia now has too many 

people to be mshimble. He views with cun~crn  pmjsCti0118 that our pr-t poylulntim of 18 millson is at to r i x  to 27 million by year 2050. 
He looks $eymd Ute myths of Ot tls a vasl and fatile and explrlins just how ~ O U S  ow exploitation of water and land resources 

has become. He produm the scientific evidence for the wvirmental nrgment Umt it is imperative that we take steps to reduce our poprdation 
gmwth, now. 

For many yem, over 6Wo of AastraIim hsve m t e d  to mhm immi@*oa ( for mms which have nothmg to do with me). Wonnor 
Imks at why politicians have not followed this. He Identifies the special in- groups which have capaped the immiption debate and continue to 
push for high jcvels of inmugation despite the IikcIy harmfUt lang-term effects for us all. Available from hkshops (RRP $16.95) or mail order 
fi.on W y  k Sneilpve PO Box 177 Potts PoinlNSW 1335 for $19.95 includedP&P. 
@d. I startad th is  book a white ago but had to put it aside while 1 get on with the NL, it makes a lot of sense. Es&ally when I hear of Sydney's 
pollutim problems, water pblems, m e  pmblans, mc jams, inability to provide nectsgary such as public transport, 
educatim, health mces,  wter Creatment plants, QIds m W n  el&city supply, Victorias inability to provide reliable energy supply (as in NZ. 
too) why do we wrtnl to make ~llore demands on d o t d a b b  public m m  and limited natural rmm and ecosystems? Just this week there was 
an editorial in the Financial Review of the n d  to incmwe om ~mmigration; as well, on the ABC, a spokeswoman far the hauslng industry was 
pushing the same demartds. Perhaps the 60% Mieve there is rmothm i m e  as iqmtarit, ar rnoE SO, than economics growth and developmerrt 
Perhaps quality of life and opprhmty for our off"prrng and their cbcmdants to q o y  a mure life on Earth m y  be involved somewhere. 
Perlaps the decision makas and those mtmg tcr make immense profits from an overpopulated conainent and/ or pl& can clearly q l m n  likely 
long-term benefits to each individual in their wiety bv b c i i  monqrich aad sacidly and envlmnntmtally destitute.. 

NEWS FROM THE AUSTRAIUN BUSa HERITAGE FUND 
A fiend passed on to me their current N L  which included the great news that they have acquired a Brigalow woodland propaty near 

Emerald Qld. Brigalow is, of course, northem inland dry RF dommted by the Waffle Acucia happhyl1a.a rare ecosystem after its massive 
clmmcc in the 1960's and 70's for margid and uneconomic gravng potential. " d m n  also contains prime p b  grassland. 

Other areas they have purchased include Mntree Q., Brogo NSW, South Esk Pine Tas, that contain RF as well as other locations izaended 
to protect other vital habitats and ecosystems. 

THE W M - U P  FROM THE OCTOBER KT,FXT'TONS NOT GOOD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
A GST will result ~TOIU the 48.7% mandate the government received Cjust ignore the 51.3% non-mandate against than) and irrespective of 

ttre benefits or otherwise from such levy, those w o r m  to m p r  m-tal damage, and cmwrwtionists wdlhg to devote time and money in 
regmeration and d m t i o n  wiIl have to pay a surcharge of 10% on plants, fmt~ilzrr and other materials thcy supply at their own expense? 

Not ody do we have a minister For the Environment doing his utmost, hut we have a mini* for Agriculture and Forests (Vale who is my 
local member) and Tuckey, Forestry and Conmation minister. Three psaple caring(?) for and protdr@?) out forcstg and not one of them with 
any qualification in even basic envkunentn1 ot natural Mr Hill hns easrrred that we ~ 1 1  catainly ~ncflease our Greenhouse 
emissions cansiderablyl has approved not one, ht 3 ncw m u m  mines - Jabiluka el Kakady Beverley & Hmq.mpon in SA and had no idea 
whatscever what he was talking about when he summansed the mtemational Year of the Qceans' last month. As they say - we get the govermnent 
you W e ,  but &stidly there is not a lot oCcho!ce as ordinary people have no influence, seeing mmt citizeas g m d y  avoid their basic 
intercsi m e n b g  capable inrhvlduals govern a nahon, by vntinp for prrrly nonentities 1n preference to intelligent md awme individuals of 
undoubted integrity. 

YOU WOULD HAVE HEARD EVERYTHING ON WEED CAMPHORLAUREIS BY NOW 
Or so you would b v e  thoughL 1 aught a cuup1e of wireless internews towarris h e  a d  of last year and was astonished at some of the 

~ c n h  for their prpreservntian. One bloke whose name I thankfully didn't note stated that ctrmpbm srt a % llurrative Asian market for their 
valuable timber." "Nature has provtded them to p~Qvidc shelter for regmmting W". I3y the same token - mhrre; would have provided Carp in the 
rivers to consume all their useless anlmal life; Cane Toads to utilise that wasted light around rrtreet lights which those terrible (native) 
insects for their diet, and Prickly Pear to cova all that bare p u n d  m the arid areas so the soil wouldn't blow away &mag wind storms. Etc: .. . 

Conversely, another inkmew was of a local County Councds Bruce Scott (a weeds expert) who stated that the problem is ~xmeashg at a 
rapid rate, that dm-mshc W and native W d  Duck have ken  proven to have k a n e  sterile from the wnswnptlon of Camphor hts and that 
authorities are awarc of the costs of eradication mind an: prepared to bhw m appmpnate nlmsum on a gradual basis to wold hardsh~p to 
landholders Another source found that USA findmgs way back m 193 1 statcri that C'laurels were llnked to fmg deaths. 



BOLWARRQ ACCUSED OF CAUSING ALLRRGY TO A NWMBER OF PEOPLE 
E u p m ~ u  lmrina - Des Tuck of Mt Rivaview NSW wrote "two Bol- p h t e d  about 10 mtm fmm our lmck door soon proPed to 

be tm strong in the pafume dept. and d y  affmied my wire's sinus.. So. after a bit of pruning they were relegated out of sinus range (I hope). The 
p e h e  dws not w m y  me, but with so many other flawas out nt once it was tm much for my wife. I had 81- takcn two flowers to work a& 
in the air conditioning of the hospital, 5 staflrwmc affmted over8 few how.  I was politcly rqmted not to bring in any more £!owersln 
(Ed. Td not h a r d  of this problem berm an$ wonder if other mple are a?Zcctd by I& flowen, or whether one of Des' specimens could be an 
unusual 'rogue' plant If so it mght be worth a mint to a drug cornpmy. Any other expimca 7 

FROGS 
SGAP QLD Def 98 BaUeth 'n  editorial by SGAP m m k  Jm Sked wrote of the h g s  which she found to be some of her favounte 

m t m m  on the family property in the Gold Coast Winterlmd. Thm memorim prompted her to establish a h g  pnpd in the gatdm a Lawrrtoa. . 
old bath was selected to make an ahve-jpmd pond m a  to keep out Cane toads a d  pwitioned at the edge of a RF patch. A laya ofwashed 
river sand covered the bottom, a couple of large mks Werc added md then jt wns filled with wtltcr. Friendly native fish were duly added 
{mit~bom) to eat any mosquito h a e  but ignore tadpolcq, plus a walcr lily for shade and cover for tadpoles. Wata  snails and su151c.e insects 
quickly colmisd the pond, but desp~te seeing a h p e d  d frog and haring tree h g s  in the vicinity, neither eggs nor tadpoles were seen by the 
time of writing. 

Here at *Bmpq# hgs rpe & numemu ss ever, but are bdng out- most nights by horda of ci& (the Rmw Ghdtx bciag 
them numaoua), but we have Litma Is~mrl (*bed in a preview NL). L fullux the W G r a a r  tree Fmg, L. -it Paons Tree fro& L 
d a m  Blealing Tree frog glued to the w i n d m  at night hewldng insects amactad to aur h m  lights as a ~ f l  as the other 15 or so around 
the dams md in the bwh. A word of wrrnlry! thongh. We m t l y  had a patch of Rlndii in the driveway that I took the 'a$ way to remove, by 
spraying a selective herbicide cantsining MCPA and Ilicamlra The nominated rate is 3mld litre which I naturally followed, and applied 3 litreg of 
mixture to the area dalmut 12 q.m. a wamr m y  day. A h t  a week later, a regularly vieitkg Perons Tree Frog was diwvered dead in 8 

mntainw of water, and Ietm on a Eupemlia sp. dehydrated c m s c  was seen on the p m d  in the general area I reckon that the chemicals included 
in Ute p m h t  are exlmmely toxic ta dwell, 9 mls of prduct, less than 2 
tea9poons, distributed o m  a ressonablc anra and which kills animals mwt  bc extremely toxic to my thing/ one in its vicinity. So - be very, very 
careful with any chemicals you use in your family$ vicrruty as well. 

AS ~ 1 C T E l l -  TaE. SELL-OFF IPRl\rATXSATION) OF 'FBE FORESTS HAS COMMENCED 
F he first of the d e s  of this sector of public p q m Q  werc disclclosod by the Victorian government last Nwember. Thqr h v e ,  initially sold 

off dl the mce publicly owned pine fwests (1 08.100 ha) together with 7,100ha of I'uc plantations as well as a[lothm 51,000ha. ofmdweloped 
 own 1 d s  of native vegchtion, including old growth forest and fern gdlies. The buyers wcrc a group majority owned by a USA timber company, 
zepMted price just $550 million. Rtere is na doubt that Kennm will sell d ~ e  stah native Euc. forests in the near future, and if he can get away 
with it, the 'rightst to manage hs National Park.! W d  certainly pass from the public d h n .  And with thm pmedents establish&, you would 
not want to k t  goad money that your own state's decision makers wouldn't follow suit. In h i s  case the Vic govt said the deal amounted to the 
pnvatisstitm ofthe timM on VPC land (in pffpetuity) with the plantatu~~s still being subject to the code of f m  practices for timber production 
and m e a t i o n  f'acilitm not k h g  included in the sale. 

Could wc enquire - wlmt is the dtal on the lege area of native fonst and other veg~tiantbat has been han6ed over'? Is that to bc c l d  
for mbta? OM gtowth and fern gullies seaa suspiciously like RF kmhg established or existing kfirges' still surviving. 

FWATISMG NATIONAL PARKS AND OTHER CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES COUIl) SPELL TROUBLE 
Our sole corporste conservation M y  (as fat as I how)  seems to be in a continuous state of contlicf argument or dispute. Earth 

SamtAmies - of which I am a part owner, as are other WSG members - has been invoived in IitiMon or argument with State g o v m a  (SA & 
NSW), academjcs and scientists, 2505, m m m t  groups and variaus individuals. Perhaps State consavation and en-tal protection 
ngmcie-ri are in a similrrr situation, but they surely have greater p o r n  w4 hapeFully, ministennl backing to do the hght thug' in thew 
sdmjnistration and I m concerned that the environment will suffer to a greater cxtent than ~t presently does doeswhen evqthing must have an ~ ~ ~ n o m i c  
or profit-motive basis. Any comments? (A m t  case in p i n t  was the NSW govts decision on n regional CAR .Comprehensive, Adequate Rezwe 
system - where it decldd it knew much more than the scientists it empowered to investigate and m m m e n d  nppmpnate high consmation areas to 
k set aside for bioiopjcal protection, nnd flagrantly ~gnored much of their hdings. Now - could you imagine how a privnte organisation would 
end up X' Would it have to mwp1 god science at a financ~al mst to exacutives and ~ h o l d m ' ? ? )  

IN NN5W TEERE IS ANGUISH AND ANGER AT A RECENT DECISION ON HABlTAT PROTECTXON 
A g m t  deal of time, csort, and money was spent in asming and evaluating northnn NSW fmsts for the Cmprehmpioe and Adeqnate 

Rexoe Systcm promised by the state government. It was detrxrnhd that abut  a million ha of pnstine or rdatively undisturbed ama be set agide ( 
by govt agenciw andl w scientific researchers) for adequate bidivemity protect!m. Only 375,000 ha were reserved - some of which will be 
arailablc for mining' Scientists involved in the asscssrnmts puMicly criticid the decision and it will be intaesthg if they retain th& jobs dter 
the Marek e ldon.  h i m  C m  who llad been an environment rmnister m a previous Labar gov4 in opposition p r o d  lo protect the 'old growth 
fomts'. n hs k e n  claimed that close to 300,000 hn of old growth and wilderness will bc made avsileble far logging. (Many assumed that the 
pledge 'to protect the old growth farests' memt k [ a s  in all) old growtl~, just as Neville Wran's pramise to protect the Rainforests resulted in an ersd 
to logging and clearing of all semairung RF on crown lands.) The comation Iobby was appalled ot Ulis sell out and have &tmnhed to work 
@st C m  re-clechon, likely to amre that a Likely less sympathetic party will m the state. 84 new Netionnl Parks or remvcs will be 
declared - such mttered, fragmented and often &able a- were described, as Zike coafeitr scattered over the ab.brth east". 

To add insult to injury, with the appareat connivmw of pmier. envimnmmt minjvtcr and fwlwtry, at least 20 areas to be protected from 
1.1.99 because of the~r high cowmation values, WE vimtally kstroyd by logging drub18 Dmmber. Forests at Chaeiundi Comboyne, ' 
Temtdeld, R W l &  and cfmvhere had pnme hsbitat areas totally dc&d just weeks before going into the new National Parks. h i n g  that 
h e ,  a cowl found NSW Forestry guilty of drainage k filter skip w e  md breaching sediment conk01 regulations at Colymea SF near Nowra, 
imposmg a fine of $30,005 on the onynisation whose slogan is "Your Foms in Safe Hands." That damage may have km caused by logging or 
cadmoving cantractors - Stale Fmsts me no doubt now supmising such people adequately,or else severely penalising them for stupidity, 



Urn W O W  RElUTAGE AREAS CLUMED TO BE THREAmNaD 
Two lml~ona  importmi to RF me currently under mutiny by the Umted Nations World Heritage nuthotities - The k t  W e r  

Reef becn~r~e of n number of detrimental effects from vmow causes e.g. incrrsasing water tempemtuns from ' ~ o u s c ' ,  fish bawling 
( m e  illegal), coastal developments, np-iculture, rmning, sewetagc and chemical nm-olT, etc. 

Kakadu of course by the planned Jabiluka &urn mint. Thia one has caused a mt of concern to the U.N. who reua~tly sent 
a team of experts there to asseas the situation. They w e  not impreswd. The demand for uranium is very low, and prim for the prcduct are 
the lowest they have been for many yenrs. The compmes mwlved - ERA and NortMtcl- share pririces are cheaper thm they have been for a 
long &me, so invmm seem to believe that the rmnc wll not be profitable. Oddly moqh, the project is being finaaced by Westpac Bank 
wluQ is claimed to be mnking gaod p r o p s  m incorporatmg nvironmentd and s&d cntena into its h d n g  and investments. As well it is 
She only Ch bank to sign the lJNEP Basks and Sustainability statunent Oh well, anuthercnsc of telling us one thing but doing exactly the 
opposite. A research group, the M i n d  Policy Wtute dod- "8& have rccopised the commercial advmrta~k of being seen to be pm, 
but they are not willing to lose business by adhering to strict policim." It wdd have added 'just like f d e d  and state governments'. 

NORTITERN NSW FORESTV PARK3 DECISION - ~~R DETAlIS OF THE OTITCaP, 
There will be a total of 85 new national parks and nature msm~es in the a m  l?am neat Newcastle to the Qld border. totalling 

375,000 hn. The wfaners - 105 new jobs at Zhe W&WS; Private Inndhow to k p i d  $18 million for mluntary buyback of private land 
for timber plmtntions; the Timber Industry to ~ e ~ e i ~ e  $35 miIlron lo devclq hardwood phhtions, plus ~ t o o d  20 year woM1 supply 
contracts. 

Tbe losers - Canservntionists who bavc km tjghliq fayem to bave a d l e  amount of high mmmatian value arerts 
pmtected and who u n d m t d  , 2  chys before the announment was made, that 554,000 ha wwld be set asi& (in fact at a meeting of dl the 
parks, s Imdshoke wap actually madg w that area); EnvironmmtaIists who in the past s u ~ f u l l y  blockaded icon w i l h e s a  amrs such as 
ClzaeI~ndi, Guy Fnwkes, Mumme1 Gulf, Washpol and Timixma which will raaain as state Forest amilable for logging; Nature which will 
suffcr S m  further dcstn~ction of till now near pnstine bebitat, and loss of biodiversity, the Many Animnl specie which will bewme locally 
extinct md numbers overall to k r e d d  by vnrying amounts dqmding on heir  tion on wtY or terntorin\ needs; md M l y  the 
political system which once am provcs that its pmmises either cannot be h o n d  ar else tntM to be upheld 

The timber m d u w  hm h e n  gmrmteed 269,000 cubic metres of timber a year far 20 yertrs, that's probably about 40,000 logs every 
year. 2,000 ha of plantotiom will be established each year, the equivdeat of i .7 million tmm.  Thm are serious -tiom es to whether 
tllc logging quotas can be met; if the resource is not available, loggers will Ix able to claim large amounts of cornpeasation h m  government. 
(Tau-payers actual1 y.) 

En conjunction with this decisian, amendments to Yarjou~ legislation were a n n w  changes that have shm  bee^ pajstd and 
which =ken env~mnm&d and foreshy laws tmd mnke it much tdugher fm individuals and m u n i t y  groups to challmge anti social and 
unfair decisions. 

Thc Forest Products Assn. is justifiably p 1 d  with the outcome, saying that it will result in new technology, more investment, and 
employment. "The industry paformance in northern NSW alone over the past 4 yesrs has seep wqloyment jump by almost 26% 

through tlie intrductim of value -adding, entrqrmettrial marketing and plain hard work." (Col Dorkr), And h~ have I been , cringmg, 
every rime a fmeslq debate has been d c d  out ova  the years with the c~nstant catchcry - "Greenid National PmW RFSG or anybne at EIU 
is lacking up the forests and causing hug4 hwreadaud selfish job l o w . "  Another case of telling you one thmg, while tfm opposite has, in 
mfi, h m  accurring, 

And everyone must always remember one thing old gmvh f m t s  are Woml- either eskbIisbed as u n m  or aecozldary 
canap~ but m H y  a combination of both; as undisturbed - of forest with W patches along WA~~WUWS and sheltered ix as cover 
for the development of 'ern- W. Whenever I hear the hm 'old guwh', I never associate it with Euc forest though big mergmts 
usually dominate the yegetation, but always Imvc a mcntal picture of RI: md a mble system. 

FOREST POLLMATORS ARE ElTHE'R TMPLAGUE N'lIMBm OR E M  m y  ARE NEAR EXTINCTION 
Depending on who you believe when the subject of the poor old fruit bat m e s  up. There i s  a regular wunt of grq-he~ded flying 

fcxes organid by scientists* the last m c y  was taken on July 4th and Sth, by 100 people .&om Mel-e to G1ad.m. The results 
indicated that tl~c population hes dacreased by an aiarming 35% m Y years, a mte twice that which i s  reqaved to have these animals listed as 
"vulnernble". A Imal lady at Reecliwd, Meradith Ryan, had o letter published in thc SMH of 25.1 1.98. She statcs that "there ia hduhbIe 
evidcnce that various plants in our STIPS rely solely on the grey-headed flying fox for d d i e ,  and specific plants include 
Plmchmslla Auszmlis and EIaeoctlrpus gmndis. 

Umt count probably was the rmmn that ihe NSW environment minister Ms P. AUan withdrewthe 'culling' licenses for fiuit bats. 
However an m l y  short, quick md successful campaign was wagd  by thc N a t i d  Fanners P h t i u n  md 0 f ~ W s t ~  in N o v m k  and 
growem were allowed to m c  Wing these pzstd &a crucial to the forat -tan NOW, we all hfive to eat food i n c l w  Gait, md 
yes pmplc must h able to maintain their Livelihood but ...... There haa supped to have been a very efficient m a c h  invented to  disturb 
hts €ceding in orchards, also mncemed growers h v e  nett& their orchards, and havc not only p r e v 4  bat dmmge, but also birds lmking 
and mimg b i t .  Bootl~ cost mancy, houever when we cansider that subsidies and comprnsation are often available to the man on the land, 
m l d  not some of this be redirected to mh&sts to bdth macase thew income ad to remn an important mnmmai in it8 already d i ~ ~ i u h e d  
numhxs. 

On thc m e  tapic, ow Ms Altm has become concerned at the fruit bat colany in that relict lowland RF at MecIeaa, & their 
~enhrty long resi- m that &l forest. (It is adjam1 to a high school which was btiilt comparatively m t l y  \, She is m l 4 d  that a 
student may be bitten and develop that lissa virus so in[& to relocate all the bats to another area m the Cl~ienm River. The only p b l m  i~ 
that there many baby bats in the colony, and tbey are not able to be relocut4 and will die. The RSPCA b promised to take the state govt 
t~ court for cruelby and n d e s s  falling ofsnlmals - always w e l m e  on the evc of an e l d m  - so there could be a stalemate on flus one. , I 
wonder how you r c l o ~ ~ t e  bats, move them and cut off thcrr mp I suppose. Mayhe a blindfold would be more humane bemuse they woalcfn't 
be able to see thelr way back to Maclean 

THOUGH A TOUCH LATE - SEASONS GREETINGS TO ALL OF YOU MEMBERS FAR AND WIDE 
I had p l m e d  lo !lave thu NA, oul m early December, but what with one thing and another, plus fas wmhg enthusim, I'm 

nlnning way Wind. Beryl u t d  1 m~sl that everyone had n great 1998 and Lhut 1999 wiH be even Ixtter. -idly in your endeavours of RF 
gardening, or plmting and rcgenemtian acbvitjes, or in lust q p m ~ n t h g  the natural h s b i ~ t  and thc mynad of life fwms to !X fo~md ia such 
places. Probably most of ILS do all Ulese things - the biggest problem 1s rmdiig -wrmflicient lime. That's my excuse anyway. 
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