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" As the world becomes economically richer, it becomes environmentally poorer". Dr. Norman Myers, Oxford.

IT SEEMS LIKE I AM IN MORE STRIFE THAN SPEED GORDON

(Speed was a predecessor of Buck Rogers who in turn was succeeded by Darth Vader and all were usually in bags of bother - ray
guns, enemy space ships, unforgiving women, disaffected ex-comrades, etc.)

My biggest recent problem was the computer breakdown - a long story, but basically incompetent repairs and people with greater
knowledge than their customer on the best software and configuration. I'm just going to learn to live with this se:-p and will possibly get to
¥mow it some time in the future. Some members are aware that I was given basic training in WPS.1 but after this died, I'm now tearing out my
hair on a Windows 3.1 which everyone tells me is "just so user friendly." This effort cost $200 which I paid personally, but now believe I
should claim this as a N/L expense.

However, the most important concern to you is the future of the Groups leadership. Even after almost 2 years, my agonizing
decision to not accept renewal of membership of an individual is still causing problems within ASGAP. That Association maintains that I do
not have the right to reject any person whatsoever, on any grounds at all. An unusual and extremely rare qualification in special interest
societies, | must say. In view of the fact that I lead RFSG totally voluntary and devote more time and effort to the Group than I can really
spare, and at some personal financial cost, in such circumstances I decide my own actions and make necessary decisions in the light of
relevant arguments. It seems that the ex member could well be readmitted to RFSG which would then be leaderless. 1 well know that the
bulk of the membership supports me to the full but there is no point in confirming that to me. If you would rather that 'business as usual'
continues, write to the president of ASGAP, Ms Wendy Fopp RSD 1660 Range Rd Willunga SA 5172 with your comments.

IT IS PERHAPS TIME THAT A NSW NORTH COAST RF ORGANISATION BE SET UP

Lack of time has, until now, prevented me from canvassing the many members from this area as to their thoughts on the idea. This
suggestion was raised way back in Oct '96. in N/L No 34. It would, initially, be totally independent in order to avoid any intervention from
outsiders as to how such organisation be run (other than normal, and accepted accountability). I have decided to include a survey form to
local members and others who I think may be interested, and questioning their likelihood of contributing to such a Group. Perhaps it should
be set up to accept nominations of individuals from other districts of NSW, and indeed interstate who have an imterest in NSW forests, their
general environment and human influences affecting their stability and survival. Indeed, coverage could be widened to say NSW RF's and
adjacent locations', particularly should RFSG fold. This would have the benefit of including all east Oz CT & WT RF plus the bulk of STRF
but need to be approved by the founding members. I hasten to add that the costs of such questionnaires and associated expenses will be met by
me, and not from RFSG funds.

STUDY GROUP WEEKEND ORGANISED FOR 27TH/28TH MARCH AT GLOUCESTER NORTH OF SYDNEY

Venue is Pip and Tom Gibians property, 1151 Bowman River Rd, off Nowendoc Rd and west of Gloucester. Suggestions are to
arrive for lunch, look at RF and Euc plantings and remnant creek RF, BBQ tea (meat supplied, bring salad, a plate-of goodies and a bottle to
share.) Sunday look at a nearby Beech forest or RF on Craven Plateau, Gloucester Falls or other locales. Camp by the river Saturday night, or
2 good motels in Gloucester 25km away. It would be a comfortable 4 hours drive from Homnsby, and, say, 7 from Brisbane. Pip would
appreciate knowing attendance in advance and you would need further directions. Phone them at 029 651 1962, or me at Byabarra to confirm.
Evenings of course.

NEW MEMBERS
We extend a warm welcame to a recent addition to our Group and a new arrival to her (and my own) district.

VALE INEZ ARMITAGE - "shuffled off this mortal coil" 25/12/98

Inez own words (wishes) written by a scribe for her Xmas card, sent to us a week or 30 before she departed this life. Though Inez
was not 8 member of RFSG, she actively supported the group over the years and had been very involved in SGAP activities in earlier times
(old hands are aware that she wrote the first definitive book on Wattles -'Acacias of NSW' about 20 years ago.) She had been in a nursing
home at Kempsey for the past few years and begrudged her low quality of life because of immobility - despite her stated desires to ‘move
along', she was just too tough to let go easily. Friends and acquaintances found her to be a generous but no-nonsense lady and she will be
missed by many. ’

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK

Patrick says that all the species listed in the previous N/L, other than Cayratia clematidea & Commersonia bartramia are still
available. In addition he hopes to soon have access to Austromyrtus minutiflora, Buckinghamia celsissima, Decaspermum humile, Ehretia
acuminata, Elaeocarpus reticulatus (pink and red), Grevillea baileyana, Melia azedarach, Syigium wilsonii ssp wilsonii. Recent donor -
Richard Logan. AREQUEST. Patrick has been asked for 6 seeds each of Hicksbeachia pinnattifolia and H. pilosa (?7) If anyone
can supply these to Patrick, the lady from WA would be very grateful.
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NORTH QUEENSLAND FORESTS HAVE BEEN A POPULAR ATTRACTION TO MEMBERS LATELY

Information and comments sent to me by members travelling north, also relevant info from the media, include the following.

Garry Daly wrote " We ardvedhomeﬁ-omwrQldu'ipjustintimeforthebigmim,whenthemamadisu'ict had those big floods. This
nmybeanexccuentyearforﬁ'ogsandRFplants. We were away 2 months and the lasting image that I have of Qld is of a scene near Camarvon
GorgewherewespottedclBuszards,ameandendangeredspacies. wahdswepaforminsmthemdandmeother2weinchesthighm
remnant vegetation on the 100m road corridor. The native vegetation had been cleared on either gide of the road. A car of tourists overtook our
stationary vehicle without slowing down and nearly killed the Bustards. -

'[‘l'meimagﬁwerepowwﬁﬂ-mefmmapﬂsisﬁnginmmtvegetaﬁoninalmdscspetmshedforagriculture(pmbahlytmeconomic)and
nalurelovingtom'istsnorreallygivingasmﬂ'asLheycmisethmughthcplaceinanair—oonditimedﬂuhcar..

We saw some great plants and animals. TwomnsmieahndagreatmngeofRFspecies;YmgaNmmmmhatmand Cairns Native
Plants (White Rock, south of Cairns. Boughlsomebeeutiabmmcysuﬂeredabitdueto:helowhumidityonmrmtmtrip. Also dropped in on
Oliver Carters Manna Nursery. l-leh.asthemoslextmsivemngcofSﬁgiwnaudFlmththnvemmtaud-deﬁnitelywmhavisit. Called in
atMalCullensnu:se:ytooandwasamnzedtosaesuchagoodvmietyufplnnts.

A tip for those who buy RF plants i : ave to travel long distances home. Smﬂlle:plantsihmbeﬁcrthanlargespechmns. Select
plants that do not have fresh, soft growth. Transport them in polystyrene boxes (without lids) for easy watering and easily removed from the car
during stopovers.

Ih.ﬁveoﬂenwondemd\\dlywehavesofeWRFSGmembm!ivingmtheweﬂrq)ics,andnowbelievethalﬂlereamnisthﬁtRFisso
extmsivemmeregimmmmeyMMsemuamevqﬁaﬁmmmwmaﬁudsspedﬂmsﬁaaﬁm Also the growth rate is so good that
RF is so easy to establish. Ctﬂmmllythatmgiunappcmsmmcwhatimhwdanddixﬁnaﬁnmmmﬂwwuthomesvﬂle.

Ism:ru:n-*n‘iamaclt]:u:11101'?.sign.iﬁc:.tmtftmruaa"1:»lnntsr[.u:ciissinrmerm';thaltnmyheo:)t’ime:’et;tto:n.m‘nl:nem"l

BUNYA MTS Mixophyes iteratus (rare frog) WT/ STRF. Bunyas, Hoop Pine, Elaeocarpus kirtoni, Ficus superba
Red Neck Wallabies F. macrophylla, F.obliqua.

CARNARVON GORGE  Yellow-bellied Gliders Macrozamia morvei, Livistona sp., Angiopteris evecta.

LAKE MURPHY C.P. Squirrel Gliders, Barking Owls, Crested Hawk. Eucalyptus tereticornis forest.

BLACKDOWN TABLELAND Y-b Gliders, Squirrel Gliders, Koala EBucalyptus punctata, E. maculata, Livistona sp.

JOURAMA FALLS Mahogany Gliders, Rana daemela %:acfg!}pm tesselaris, L suavolens, plus riparian

PALUMA- MT SPEC Lesser Sooty Owl, Cassowary, Boyds Forest Dragon. Full on highland RF

MURRAY FALLS Striped Possum,Lesser Sooty Owl, Noisy Pitta Bowewnia spectablis

MT. SORROW -DAINTREE Superb Fruit Dove Population of Arcontophoenix purpenena

MISSION BEACH Cassowary Licuala forest B

Garry sent us some of the local info guides - a couple of Wet Tropics Newspapers, Mission Beach Bulletin which I would love to quote
extensively, but time and space beats that idea. All 3 are in the library though. He was particularly impressed with the C4 Committees work at
MissionBeachingmwingRFspocimandreplanlingasmuchaspmsiblemuyandmmmelocalCmo“Mﬁ(Rnreandmdangaad)asthek
mortality is frightening, At least one bird a month is hit by vehicles, many being killed outright, others scrambling into the forest after injury; no
doubt some to soon die, others only slightly wounded possibly surviving. These animals are a major tourist drawcard to that district and it seems
somewhat short sighted to cantinuallyupgradelocalroudstoallowinmaedspwdsand place the odds further on their chances of survival.

PATRICK BENNETT HAD ALSO BEEN TO N.Q. ABOUT THAT TIME. The family based themselves in Cairns and checked out
Innisfail, Atherton Tableland,. Port Douglas, Kuranda, Daintree etc., visiting some very nice RF areas and Flecker Botanical Gardens. "In Flecker
we noted the VERY large Terminalia sericocarpa and across the road in a natural bushland, predominantly paperback/ pandanus forest were the
largest Melaleuca leucadendron and Nauclea orientalis 1 have ever encountered, Also growing here were many Dillenia alata with their absolutely
beautiful rusty red-brown bark.

Was saddened to see to what extent the African Tulip is spreading in NQ - mentioned this to Gary Sankowski when we visited Uruga
Nursery and Gary confirmed this exotic's alarming spread, liking to our Camphor laurel problem. Took a trip on SKYRAIL and looked over the
DAINTREE RF ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE - both these 'attractions’ have excellent interpretive displays and in my opinion play a vital role in
promoting a greater appreciation of our great RF. This coupled with suitably managed research can only be a plus. The Daintree Centre is 10km
north of the ferry and has a 23m tower with five large viewing platforms, a board-walk (you get a guided tour or a written guide/ species list, a
Display Centre offering touch screen technology on many topics, a small library, theatres, and of course The Shop." ,

Patrick sent a copy of the Barron Falls Skyrails CSIRO interpretation centre brochure, where it too is languishing in RFSGs library from
inaccessibility, sadly.

Robert Payne draws our attention to a new ecological threat to North Qld forests - FERAL WORMS FROM BRAZIL. A report in
the Herald last August (Ed. 1 also heard of this increasing problem on the ABC), states that the worms' spread has become so rapid that they are now
a permanent addition to our native forests. Scientists have found that in some forest areas these ferals account for up to 98% of total worm numbers,
the other 2% representing the hundreds of native species that inhabit bush soils. Like carp in the rivers and native fish, such massive
outnumbering by this exotic threatens the survival of many endemic worms. They change ecological process in the soil and there are just so many
of them they will have a huge impact on many local ecosystems.

It is known that the worms first entered the forests through logging trucks, and they are now being spread more extensively by feral pigs.
Another worm becoming a problem is from south east Asia. "Given the role that worms play in nutrient recycling this could be having a big effect on
the health of the Rfs. It would be regrettable if these feral worms were to replace the natives in these delicate areas." Amen,

FACTS AND FIGURES ON OUR '"WET TROPICS FORESTS'. A recent media nature report quoted these RFs between Townsville
and Cooktown cover just 0.1% of Oz's land area but are home to 50% of our bird species, 30% of marsupials, 58% of bats, 27% of frogs, 23% of
reptiles, 37% of freshwater fishes and 60% of butterflies. Little work has been done on insects though it is surmised that a huge variety of species
are to be discovered. Entomological work in an area of South America included the collection of 7,735 beetles alone, representing 1200 species
from 19 trees of the same species (Lueha seemani). What will be found when all 1200 Oz species of RF trees are surveyed for their insect fauna

associations?



= 3

WEEDS - ALWAYS A BIG PROBLEM BUT AT LONG LAST BEING FACED UP TO

SGAP Vic 's N/L of Dec 98 carried an item that their seedbank has deleted seeds of native species that originate in other states that are
listed as environmental weeds in the DNRE published lists for Victoria. A recent report on "Weeds in Victoria" presented to the government by the
Environment and Natural Resources Committee contains 21 recommendations for dealing with environmental and noxious weeds in Victoria.... in
1992 DNRE published a list of 584 plant species designated as environmental weeds. These species were rated according to their degree of risk. at
least 250 of the listed species are known to be available commercially and approx half of these are serious or very serious environmental weeds.

Some of these plants are listed by their degree of threal. Some nominated as 'very serious' are Acacia baileyana, A. decurrens, A.
longifolia, Hakea sericea, H. suaveolens. Leptosperntum laevigatum, Melaleuca armillaris, Pittosporum undulatum, Sollya heterophylla.

SGAP Canberra Dec Journal, Nov 98 included a 10 page feature on "Weed Introductions through Nurseries” by an agronomist from NSW
Agriculture, J J Dellow that was very informative, as well as somewhat worrying. Information included "65% of recent weed invasion in Oz in the
last 25 years are of oamental origins. Since the commencement of European settlement in 1788 there has been a steady introduction of weeds.
Currently, about 10% of Australias total of 20,000 plant species are infroduced plants. Introductions have been rapid. In 1804, 29 species of
introduced plants were collected at Sydney.

Plants which have become weeds have been introduced both accidentally, such as skeleton weed or deliberately introduced and propagated
and spread such as blackberry, prickly pear, Patersons curse and gorse. The intentional spread by the then European nostalgia and ignorance is being
continued today. Since 1788 the number of introduced species which have naturalised has increased at a constant 7ate of approx 4 to 6 species per
year."

"Certain taxonomic groups have proven to be more ‘weedy’ than others. Groves (1987) considers the Asteraceae, Brassicaceae and
Amaranathaceae families to be the most invasive in the temperate zones. Plants from similar climate zones are better able to establish and colonise.
For instance many weeds of South Africa's Cape Province have become major weeds in similar climatic zones in southern Oz. Capeweed, spiny
emex, bitou bush and boneseed are excellent examples." "Other attributes which enhance a plants weediness include such aspects of whether the
plant is a 'coloniser’, its methods of dispersal, seed dormancy, and methods of reproduction.”

The article went on to list various horticultural introductions. "The most striking example is the deliberate introduction of prickly pear
with the first fleet in 1788". Other known plants brought out by that mob were mainly food plants, but bamboo, reeds and cotton were also
included. Further history of plant introductions is given, and examples of present day nasties that are being sold by nurseries are quoted. Estimated
annual losses due to weeds in the wool industry alone is $450 million , almost as much as occurs from insects, diseases and other pests combined.

As if to confirm the threat to both curselves and the continent's environment, Richard Logan, a NSW member obtained a copy of a media
statement from Qlds environment minister on 'Stepping up the war on weeds' with the frightening opening "Recent research by the Old
: va tha cad plant species i . .

- A i need 10 recogmnise Lot L Nroaucon oL o LA £ 1HATC O A8 8 -
the worlds biodiversity." Details of measures to be taken by the government to reduce possible impacts were included in the release, but as is
often the case with environmental matters by any Oz government, only minimal dollars have been committed to this (recognised) problem.

Finally, from the Rainforest Remnants Conference (Lismore, Nov 98) RFSG delegate Sita Parsons summarised the address by Bruce
Scott of the North Coast Count Council (Grafton to the Qld border) as — for every 100 plants imported into Oz annually (by the nursery industry,
permaculture, individuals, etc.) 6 will become noxious weeds with one a 'significant' weed . Several categories of problem weeds have been
established, depending on their economic threats, while ‘environmental weeds' has now been nominated for problem plants growing in non-
agricultural, usually native plant environments . There are problems in declaring a weed ‘noxious' because of financial considerations, also in putting
excessive pressure on people.

Reference was made to the massive amounts of Glyphosate and its potential to do more harm than good and Scotts preference is for specific
purpose herbicides. On Lantana, a research group has received a grant of $60,000 each year for 3 years to release biological agents to control that

Kate Blood - coordinator of Weedbusters program spoke later, saying that in the 25 years to 1995, 65% of the new weedy plants had been
introduced for omamental horticulture! Action to reduce the impact of weeds now includes - govt, industry & media starting to work together,
national listings; public & industry education; system of awards, early intervention on perceive problems; a national Weedbuster fortnight with
public participation in clean-ups, displays, competitions, training activities; talks, etc.

OTHER TOPICS OF INTEREST WERE PRESENTED AT THE RAINFOREST REMNANTS CONFERENCE

There were 18 speakers in all, expert in their particular fields. Included were some individuals well known to members - Alex Floyd,
Ralph Woodford, Robert Kooyman, Geoff Williams, John Hunter and John Stockard. Subjects covered Planting & Remnants. Genetic Integrity,
Weeds, Pollination, Fauna, Consequences of Clearing & Fragmentation, Natural Succession, Catchment Planning, Private Conservation and many
other useful topics. 1look forward to obtaining the conference papers in due course, with the intention of quoting some sections from time to time.
These papers will be filed in the 'library, wherever it will be, and should somehow be accessible to the present membership.

THERE HAVE BEEN MANY NAME RECENT CHANGES TO RF PLANTS

QLD BULLETIN Dec 98 lists changes to previously known botanical names of about 300 species, as well as removal of almost 50
species from one family to another. Many of the changes affect RF plants - this is confirmed by Brisbane's BRAIN Group N/L of Sept 98
which includes 2 closely typed pages of changed names. Looking al some of these changes just confirms to me that such exercises are mere job
creation activities for armchair botanists - especially when I see that the Tamarind I knew as Diploglottis australis not all that long ago was changed
from its current name (D. cunninghamii) back to D. austgalis. Another that stands out is Decaspermum humile, which is at least the 5th name given
to it since it was first collected. No wonder many people are confused and don't want to know about plants.

SOME SEEDS TAKE AGES TO DEVELOP - OTHERS ARE VIABLE FOR A VERY LONG TIME .

Patrick commented that he sowed seed of Stenocarpus sinuatus collected June 92 in Aug 98. Germination commenced 6 weeks later.
Pandorea jasminoidescollected May 93 was sown Aug 98 and commenced germination within 5 weeks. “"Goes to show we should never write off
old seed but at least give it a try. | wonder if all the papery type seed has long viability - this could be a study topic in itself" In contrast, Inoticed
a Aphananthe philippensisin fruit 25/1/98 and it was not until mid August that it appeared ripe enough to collect. Hasn't yet germinated (Jan,).
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OUR CANBERRA CORRESPONDENT CON MANN LOST HIS SEAT IN PARLIAMENT

He regrets being unable to continue passing on items of interest to RFSG during our occasional chats, and remarked how difficult it
was at times to obtain some of the information that I sought. I felt a little sorry that Con was in office for just a couple of years, as unlike some
of the younger members (one is a mere 34) who have been in Canberra for 7 or 8 years and hit our wallets for as much as 1 1/2 million$ in
immediate superannuation, he will go out with nothing, other than the return of his own contributions and unlike most does not have a law
degree to source income.

However, we do have a contact who will do her best to answer any matters that I raise. I have met her only a couple of times
and obviously do not know her as near as well as my long-standing friendship with Con, but she seems to be a very pleasant young lady. Her
name is Delia Phibbs and I have no doubt that she will treat the electorate in general in the same way as do all other MPs and will tell me
whatever she is able. ' ,

YOU WILL RECALL THAT RICHARD LOGAN IS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN SYZIGIUMS

He is as well up on the cultivers as any one else I know of, but finds frequent frustration in searching for details of normal species
saying "I am sick of having to look through 10 different books to find the info that I want. I am trying to finish off a number of fact sheets, the
most urgent being the Lilly Pilly group. Am trying to make up a document covering all the species with colour pics; sourcing these from books,
CD ROMS and the internet. It is starting to look good and I eventually hope (wish) to complete all RF species - a big job." A lot of work
indeed Rich .

 The computer required upgraﬁng,bﬂtheresultslookreaﬂygood'Richnrdsentmecxamplesofhisoriginalm:ghidmwhichhave
been since refined. The most recent data is first class with all the useful information like habit, height, proven range etc., and colour pics of
flowers, fruit and foliage of sample species.

On other matters, he mentioned meeting local RFSG members , customers at his work in the nursery dept of a BBC store.. Others
are regulars who are very interested in RF, some of them owning as much as 30 acres of llawarra escarpment property. Should be an ideal
place to organise a local Illawarra club of RF enthusiasts, as the area was one of the first RF habitats to be exploited and settled after the
continent was taken over by Europeans... In the garden, some species unusual in cultivation have been added including Prumnopitys ladei and
Syzigium wilsoni ssp. cryptophlebium.... Species recently flowering included Austromyrtus dulcis, A. sp Weeping Beauty, A. sp Lockerbie
Scrub, A. floribunda, A.inophylla 'red form' , Rhododendron lochiae (notiale?), Syzigium Beachball’, Dianella caerulea cvs, Micromelium
minutum, Artanema fasciculosa, various Syzigiums, and many other s... Others with most attractive new foliage include the Antarctic Beech,
Syzigium puberulum, Aryteria lauteriana, Waterhousia unipunctata, Crypocaria rigida... Good germination results recently included
Eucryphia moorei and a good number of Mjyrtaceae. ... The local floods last August have left many brown scars from landslides; it will be
curious to see whether Lantana fills these or if natural regeneration will occur..... Fauna wise, he was thrilled to find a colony of the rare Green
and Golden Bell Frog - Litoria aurea - behind the nursery at work; though does not know whether they have survived the local developments
over the years, or if they are a population which may have been introduced in a batch of plants at some stage.

TWO OF OUR LONG - STANDING MEMBERS HAVE PUBLISHED BOOKS RECENTLY

Neil & Jane Marriott had Grassland Plants of South Eastern Australia printed last year. This is a field guide to grassland and
grassy woodland plants of SE Oz. and features 170 species found in the mainly dryland areas of NSW, Vic, SA, and Tas. A page is devoted to
each plant with a colour photo followed by descriptive notes. It is a small book meant to be taken into the field and covers 120 genera. RRP is
$26.95., but SGAP members are able to obtain an autographed copy by post for $22. by writing to N & J Marriott, Box 107 Stawell Vic 3380.

Soon after, JAN SKED launched Planting A Native Garden in the Subtropics, after spending a solid 2 months researching,
updating and writing descriptions for the 800 species that make up the bulk of the book. Jan had to do an extra 100 drawings to illustrate
species, and a feature of her work is to provide a simple pronunciation guide with each plant description, meant to be helpful to newcomers to
botanical names. I omitted to ask Jan the size of this book; however the cost is $27 including postage direct from Jan. Address is PO Box 41
Lawnton Q 4501. She mentioned that she is currently completely revising her "Go Native: Wild Food Cookbook” for an imminent 3rd edition.

Well done, you two. Your work is valued throughout SGAP and I am especially pleased that you are doing your very fair share of
promoting to the general public, and hopefully to some of our decision makers, the importance of our plants, their value and their beauty.

ROBIN WOODS TELLS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES AT THE HAWKESBURY RIVER DISTRICT

"We are in contact with people and groups who work on productive rural lands and are faced with maintaining RF remnants in an
ecologically sustainable way - not just going out and repeatedly bulldozing Lantana. We need to get ideas on how a mixed set of strategies can
be used so that landholders down here can still maintain some grazing, orcharding etc. alongside their RF and see improvements in the RF as
well.

We are also looking at mapping our RF remnants across the sub-catchment as well as current impacts on them. As most is in the
escarpment area, we have movement of weeds by water and gravity as well as by birds. Roads criss cross the area, cutting through stream
boundaries, providing lots of nutrients and disruption of established ecological processes. Treeloppers working for the RTA and Council
steadily clear all trees of a certain height under powerlines, wrecking some of our best RF in road reserves, especially by trampling around for
days in some of the most inaccessible areas." Rob went on about how the cranky community demands fire protection, clearing of every tree
anywhere near a road so that idiots drunk, or on drugs, or just normal speedsters can run off the road and not kill themselves. "There is a lack of
administrative people to plan for and protect huge tracts of bushland in the district and we need to realise that with 'economic rationalism',
more voluntary effort is the only way to keep environmental degradation at bay. How do we make this an educated, concerted action ?"

Robin also passed on some thoughts on the operations of our Group, and feels that Richard's ideas on sharing the load are feasible
(thank you both, its probably all academic now anyway. Besides that Pve not been overwhelmed with offers to assist.) Lots of questions and
suggestions on how we could be more effective in networking and in ‘fathering' and encouraging smaller or associated groups concerned with
the big picture.

MUCH HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT BOOYONG LATELY - THE FOREST LOOKS GREAT

1998 started off very dry, but steady regular rains from winter till now have caused a burst of foliage and flowering not seen during
our past occupancy. Species flowering for the first time in 7 years include Rapanea variablis, Rhodomyrtus psidiodes, Rhodamnia rubescens,
Endiandra muelleri and only for the second time were Guioa semiglauca, Diospyros australis, A ground orchid Microtis unifolia was in large
numbers for the first time (observed anyway). The RF woodlot plantings are slow though. The Cicada population has exploded and Beryl
wears ear-plugs. Beetles have had a field day on our Eucs but they will survive - a different story on the wattles (Aeacia irrorata) which have
beea totally stripped by a plague of little green Scarabs. Rubus rosifolius fruited so heavily that I was able to obtain enough ingredient to make
a 2 gallon batch of wine - a good colour and ready to drink at Easter. Spotted our first Burtons Legless Lizard last month.
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Sighted our first Koala after Xmas - it was discovered by one of the group from the NSW Bird Atlassers who had their Xmas camp
and annual meeting here, (as well spending a day surveying Martin & Anske Hazenvelds place, and another at Gwynne Holdgate and Maxs
property and environs.) We were both very upset when our little dog Kirra died mid Nov, our companion for 12 years and an enthusiastic
welcome of every RFSG member who has called in here, but we are feel that she has been reincarnated in that Koala - too coincidental to be
otherwise.

A Voluntary Conservation Agreement has been drawn up with NP&WS and should be signed and sealed within the month and so
ensure that the uncleared 70% of Booyong ; prime habitat of high grade forest and bush remains out of the clutches of our greedy, stupid and
brain-dead fellows in perpetuity.

HUGH AND NAN NICHOLSON ARE BACK IN OZ AND HAVE REJOINED RFSG

They had been away in South America for a while (Ed. can I see another book coming?) "Back at home and busily attacking Lantana,
and replanting.” Some members may be unaware that the nursery was sold a couple of years ago, thus giving Nan and Hugh a well earned
break.

IN MELBOURNE - STEVE SINCLAIR DETAILS SOME RECENT ACTIVITIES

"The greenhouse as well as the RF patch' are coming along very well (September) . All the stuff I collected at Booyong is thriving -
Settlers Flax, Python trees (4" high), Enodias (3"), Endiandras (5"), and Tuckeroos. Those Maclura plants look great in pots, at least while
they are small. (Steve, you will be in big trouble when they get to Jack and the Beanstalksl) In the little fernhouse, Fieldia australis are
climbing all over the walls and the foam boxes, while liverworts and mosses of every description are inches thick. Most of my spare time
though, has ben put into local woodland species, many coming from a building site nearby where the bulldozers are destroying the place,
including 6 orchids. Am pretty annoyed that the local council has been planting non local species into our local bushland reserve - a mere
hectare- which has one of the last remaining, and the only ane on a ridge, undisturbed Stringybark woodlands for miles and miles., with a
fantastic understorey of grasses, small sedges, and Ghania as well as many shrub and herb species. The adjacent ex-footy oval has been planted
with hybrid Grevillea, Silky Oaks, invasive Wattles and Spotted Gums. Arghh. " Steve - the penalty of non-answerable local government
beloved of your premier. Geoff - statement of fact; not a political comment.

FURTHER COMMENTS TO ITEMS IN PREVIOUS N/Ls

Gmelina leichhardtii. Judith Brass mentions that a White Beech now 10 years old has only reached aboyt 2m in height. "It loses most
of its leaves each winter - perhaps they are slow growers everywhere?" At Booyong, there are many seedlings and saplings in the forest; one we
have been watching near a creek since our arrival over 7 years ago seemed to do nothing for 5 years or so, remaining about 1 1/2m. However
noticed the other day that it had put on a spurt of growth and has at least doubled its height now. One we planted (in the open and in lousy soil)
4 or 5 years ago did nothing for ages, but recently took off and is now about 3m. Admittedly that whole area's plantings were uninspiring, so we
decided to put on heaps of cow poo and lots of mulch 2 years ago and everything seems to be thriving. We've also given each plant small
quantities of blood & bone or dynamic lifter or Banana Special occasionally during good rains. Makes a big difference. I recollect that Rhoda
Jeavons north of Sydney found them to be rather backward too, and they are on volcanic soil, I think. They have been told that the species are
'umgry' and need a fair amount of fertilizer. ]

Genetic engineering. Judith comments that Permaculture International regularly publishes information on the topic. Altered food
plants are becoming increasingly common - tomatoes have been manipulated to contain salmon genes. She is not sure why this was done. Plans
are to genetically alter other crop species, particularly staples such as wheat, rice and corn, some of which are being currently trialled. "Round
up resistance seems to be the most popular, but transferring genes for chemicals to make plants unatiractive to pests has also been
accomplished.”

Polyscias murrayi. Some of us had been waiting on seed of Jo McNab's Pencil Cedar. Unfortunately a gang of marauding White
Cockatoos stripped the top of that tree so looks like there will be none available this season.

To protect plants from browsing animals - Rhoda Jeavons sent an item from Farm Forestry advising that research has resulted in 2
chemical treatments being available. WR-1 when applied to seedlings (?saplings too) can reduce damage caused by Swamp Wallabies and
rabbits. It combines a repellant odour with the application of a hard non-toxic grit to induce a learned avoidance of treated plants. In a similar
manner AD-3 can protect seedlings and mature plants from browsing and bark stripping by rabbits. This one is an olfactory repellant producing
an odour that rabbits dislike, and avoid. It is claimed that these will directly benefit forest growers, processors and users of plantation products.

RHODA ASKS ABOUT CUTTINGS DEVELOPING A DECENT ROOT SYSTEM

Wonders whether much is known about some species ability to put out an adequate network. Theyd assumed cuttings properly set
generally had as much chance as seedlings on root development, but experience with Doryphora sassafras raised doubts. They bought some of
these from Terrania Creek originally and were so impressed with the species and growth rate that they had a nurseyman propagate a number of
cuttings. None had grown into decent trees so it was decided to dig them out to see why. Despite being in good soil, they all had a small and
very shallow root system and Rhoda moved them elsewhere to see if they progress better there.

UPDATE ON BOOKS AVAILABLE ON RF TOPICS
Richard Logan catalogued his titles and sent a copy for our interest. Way back, in an early N/L (No 9 in 1991) ,an extensive list of 52
books were included. Those on Richards shelves new to our original listing are -

AUSTRALIAN RAINFORESTS Barbara Cameron Smith. AUSTRALIAN RAINFORESTS Paul Adam m

CAPE YORK - A NATURAL HISTORY DW & CB Frith COMPANION TO KIMBERLEY RFs K Kenneally & N
McKenzie

CREATING AN AUST RF GARDEN R Bailey & J Lake FRUITS OF THE RAINFOREST W & W Cooper

GROWING AUST. TROPICAL PLANTS P&A Radke + G&N Sankowsky INTRODUCING DRY RFs :Qld central coast & Hinterland Q D.
E&H

NATIONAL PARKS OF NTHN NSW Peter Wright NORTH QLD WET TROPICS- A GUIDE FOR TRAVELLERS R
Ritchie
RAINFOREST PLANTS OF EASTERN AUST. S & A Pearson RAINFOREST REMNANTS NP&W S

RAINFORESTS OF THE ILLAWARRA DISTRICT Mills & Jakeman SEEING THE RFs IN 19th CENTURY AUST. Rod Ritchie
UNDER THE CANOPY: GUIDE TO THE RFs OF NSW NP&WS VANISHING EDEN: THE PLIGHT OF TROPICAL RFs Various
and of course HIDDEN RAINFORESTS by Geoff Williams , reviewed in N/L 38.

Richards bookshelves must be like mine - busting at the seams]
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ROBIN WOODS IS CONTACT PERSON FOR HAWKESBURY RF NETWORK AND IS ON THE 'NET

She would welcome people wanting to see the CTRF at Mt Tomah, west of Sydney. Mt Tomah Botanic Gardens are just around the
corner, and she lives in the middle of a brilliant view overlooking Mt Banks. Her partner is an avid bushwalker wiib knows the area very thoroughly.
There is a newly opened B&B called Tomah Mountain Lodge nearby. When the Networks program gets underway, they will run some tours to show
some of the RF and associated worksites. Robins e-mail address is rwoodsy@pnc.com.au

REPORT ON LOCAL RFSG MEMBERS FIELD DAY AT HAZENVELDS MT SEAVIEW PROPERTY

Martin and Anske hosted about a dozen of us for the day in December, several staying overnight to enjoy the experience of a near
wilderness setting and its tranquility.. The obligatory Cissus hypoglaucaand Ficus coronata wines were sampled at lunch time, to verify they-are
aging OK, so we slowed up a bit in the aftemnoon. The purpose of our excursion was to christen the walking track along Waterfall Creek to its
junction with the Hastings River and identify the many RF species along the track and the two streams. Martin and his son Henrik spent much time
and energy in clearing Lantana, shifting rock and stabilising the walkway - all by hand. Some of the features were several nice Figs, the many
epyphites on Casuarina cunninghamii trees near the track,and needing confirmation, a big Brown Beech - Pennantia cuninghamii - by the creek. . It
was an enjoyable day - Martin & Anske are justifiably proud of their "Waterfall” property's beauty and of their management to protect it while at the
same time earning income through fattening cattle there. RFSG members are welcome to call in (after prior arrangement), but a weekend campout
will be organised before long.

BOOK REVIEW - "THIS TIRED BROWN LAND" BY MARK O'CONNOR ISBN 1 875989 36 6

Environmentalist and poet mark O‘Connor sets out the arguments for the case that the fragile continent of Australia now has too many
people to be sustainable. He views with concern projections that our present population of 18 million is st to rise to 27 million by year 2050.

He looks beyond the myths of Oz as a vast and fertile expanse and explains just how serious our exploitation of water and land resources
has become. He produces the scientific evidence for the environmental argument that it is imperative that we take steps to reduce our population
growth, now.

For many years, over 60% of Australians have wanted to reduce immigration ( for reasons which have nothing to do with race). O'Connor
looks at why politicians have not followed this. He identifies the special interest groups which have captured the immigration debate and continue to
push for high levels of immigration despite the likely harmful long-term effects for us all. Available from bookshops (RRP $16.95) or mail order
from Duffy & Snellgrove PO Box 177 Potis Point NSW 1335 for $19.95 included P&P.

(Ed. 1 started this book a while ago but had to put it aside while I get on with the N/L; it makes a lot of sense. Especially when I hear of Sydney’s
pollution problems, water problems, sewerage problems, traffic jams, inability to provide necessary infrastructure such as public transport,
education, health services, water treatment plants; Qlds uncertain electricity supply , Victorias inability to provide reliable energy supply (as in NZ.
too) why do we wanl to make more demands on unaffordable public services and limited natural resources and ecosystems? Just this week there was
an editorial in the Financial Review of the need to increase our immigration; as well, on the ABC, a spokeswoman for the houging industry was
pushing the same demands. Perhaps the 60% believe there is another issuc as important, or more so, than-economics growth and development.
Perhaps quality of life and an opportunity for our offspring and their descendants to enjoy a secure life on Earth may be involved somewhere.
Perhaps the decision makers and those wanting to make immense profits from an overpopulated continent and/ or planet can clearly explain likely
long-term benefits to each every individual in their society by being money-rich and socially and environmentally destitute..

NEWS FROM THE AUSTRALIAN BUSH HERITAGE FUND

A friend passed on to me their current N/L which included the great news that they have acquired a Brigalow woodland property near
Emerald Qld. Brigalow is, of course, northern inland dry RF dominated by the Wattle Acacia harpophylla,a rare ecosystem after its massive
clearance in the 1960's and 70's for marginal and uneconomic grazing potential. "Goonderoo” also contains prime plains grassland.

Other areas they have purchased include Daintree Q.; Brogo NSW, South Esk Pine Tas, that contain RF as well as other locations intended
to protect other vital habitats and ecosystems.

THE WASH-UP FROM THE OCTOBER FIFCTIONS NOT GOOD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

A GST will result from the 48.7% mandate the government received (just ignore the 51.3% non-mandate against them) and irrespective of
the benefits or otherwise from such levy, those working to repair environmental damage, and conservationists willing to devote time and money in
regeneration and reafforestation will have to pay a surcharge of 10% on plants, fertilizer and other materials they supply at their own expense?

Not only do we have a minister for the Environment doing his utmost, but we have a minister for Agriculture and Forests (Vale who is my
local member) and Tuckey, Forestry and Conservation minister. Three people caring(?) for and protecting(?) our forests and not one of them with
any qualification in even basic environmental or natural resource issues. Mr Hill has ensured that we will certainly increase our Greenhouse
emissions considerably, has approved not one, but 3 new uranium mines - Jabiluka at Kakadu, Beverley & Honeymgon in SA and had no idea
whatsoever what he was talking about when he summarised the international "Year of the Oceans' last month. As they say - we get the government
you deserve, but realistically there is not a lot of choice as ordinary people have no influence, seeing most citizens generally avoid their basic
interest in ensuring capable individuals govern a nation, by voting for party non-entities in preference to intelligent and aware individuals of
undoubted integrity.

YOU WOULD HAVE HEARD EVERYTHING ON WEED CAMPHORLAURELS BY NOW

Or so you would have thought. I caught a couple of wireless interviews towards the end of last year and was astonished at some of the
arguments for their preservation. One bloke whose name I thankfully didn't note stated that camphors are a "A lucrative Asian market for their
valuable timber." "Nature has provided them to provide shelter for regenerating RF". By the same token - nature would have provided Carp in the
rivers to consume all their useless animal life; Cane Toads to utilise that wasted light around street lights which attracts those terrible (native)
insects for their diet; and Prickly Pear to cover all that bare ground in the arid areas so the soil wouldn't blow away during wind storms. Efc....

Conversely, another interview was of a local County Council's Bruce Scott (a weeds expert) who stated that the problem is increasing at a
rapid rate, that domestic Geese and native Wood Duck have been proven to have become sterile from the consumption of Camphor fruits and that
authorities are aware of the costs of eradication and are prepared to bring in appropriate measures on a gradual basis to avoid hardship to
landholders. Another source found that USA findings way back in 1931 stated that C'laurels were linked to frog deaths.
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THE BOLWARRA ACCUSED OF CAUSING ALLERGY TO A NUMBER OF PEOPLE

Eupomatia laurina - Des Tuck of Mt Riverview NSW wrote "two Bolwarras planted about 10 metres from our back door soon proved to
be too strong in the perfume dept. and really affected my wife's sinus.. So, after a bit of pruning they were relegated out of sinus range (I hope). The
perfume does not worry me, but with so many other flowers out at once it was too much for my wife. 1 had also taken two flowers to work and even
in the air conditioning of the hospital, 5 stafl were affected over a few hours. I was politely requested not to bring in any more flowers!"
(Bd. Dd not heard of this problem before and wonder if other people are affected by its flowers, or whether one of Des' specimens could be an

unusual rogue’ plant. If so it might be worth a mint to a drug company.  Any other experiences ?

FROGS

SGAP QLD Dec 98 Bulletin's editorial by SGAP member Jan Sked wrote of the frogs which she found to be some of her favourite
creatures on the family property in the Gold Coast Hinterland. These memories prompted her to establish a frog popd in the garden at Lawnton. An
old bath was selected to make an above-ground pond, meant to keep out Cane toads and positioned at the edge of a RF patch. A layer of washed
river sand covered the bottom, a couple of large rocks were added and then it was filled with water. Friendly native fish were duly added
(rainbows) to eat any mosquito larvae but ignore tadpoles, plus a water lily for shade and cover for tadpoles. Water snails and surface insects
quickly colonised the pond, but despite seeing a striped marsh frog and hearing tree frogs in the vicinity, neither eggs nor tadpoles were seen by the
time of writing.

Here at 'Booyong' ﬁngsareasnmmusasever,butmbeingoul—compemd most nights by hordes of cicadas (the Razor Grinder being
the most numerous), but we have Litoria leseuri (described in a previous N/L), L. fallax the Dwarf Green tree Frog, L. peronii Perons Tree frog, L.
dentata Bleatinngefmgglucdmmnmduwsatnighthawkingmmtsamwdmomhmmﬁghtaasmﬂastheotha 15 or so species around
the dams and in the bush . A word of warning though. We recently had a patch of Bindii in the driveway that I took the 'easy' way to remove, by
spraying a selective herbicide containing MCPA and Dicamba. The nominated rate is 3mls/ litre which I naturally followed, and applied 3 litres of
mixture to the area of about 12 sq.m., on a warm sunny day. About a week later, a regularly visiting Perons Tree Frog was discovered dead in a
container of water, and later on a Euperolia sp. dehydrated carcase was seen on the ground in the general area. reckon that the chemicals included
inﬂwpmductamextmnelytoxic should not be used in areas where useful animals and insects are likely to dwe 9 mis of product, less than 2
teaspoons, distributed over a reasonable area and which kills animals must be extremely toxic to any thing/ one in its vicinity. So - be very, very
careful with any chemicals you use in your family’s vicinity as well.

AS PREDICTED - THE SELL - OFF (PRIVATISATION) OF THE FORESTS HAS COMMENCED

The first of the sales of this sector of public property were disclosed by the Victorian government last November. They have, initially sold
off all the once publicly owned pine forests (108,100 ha.) together with 7,100ha of Euc plantations as well as another 51,000ha. of undeveloped
crown lands of native vegetation, including old growth forest and fern gullies. The buyers were a group majority owned by a USA timber company,
reported price just $550 million. There is no doubt that Kennett will sell the states native Euc. forests in the near future, and if he can get away
with it, the 'rights' to manage his National Parks would certainly pass from the public domain. And with those precedents established, you would
not want to bet good money that your own state's decision makers wouldn't follow suit. In this case the Vic govt said the deal amounted to the
privatisation of the timber on VPC land (in perpetuity) with the plantations still being subject to the code of forest practices for timber production
and recreation facilities not being included in the sale. ) '

Could we enquire - what is the deal on the large area of native forest and other vegetation that has been handed over? Is that to be cleared
for radiata? Old growth and fern gullies seem suspiciously like RF becoming established, or existing ‘refuges' still surviving.

PRIVATISING NATIONAL PARKS AND OTHER CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES COULD SPELL TROUBLE

Our sole corporate conservation body (as far as I know) seems to be in a continuous state of conflict, argument or dispute. Earth
Sanctuaries - of which I am a part owner, as are other RFSG members - has been involved in litigation or argument with State governments (SA &
NSW), academics and scientists, zoos, environment groups and various individuals. Perhaps State conservation and environmental protection
agencies are in a similar situation, but they surely have greater powers and, hopefully, ministerial backing to do the ‘right thing' in their
administration and I am concerned that the environment will suffer to a greater extent than it presently does when everything must have an economic
or profit-motive basis. Any comments? (A recent case in point was the NSW govts decision on a regional CAR -Comprehensive, Adequate Reserve
system - where it decided it knew much more than the scientists it empowered to investigate and recommend appropriate high conservation areas to
be set aside for biological protection, and flagrantly ignored much of their findings. Now - could you imagine how a private organisation would
end up 72 Would it have to accept good science at a financial cost to executives and shareholders??)

IN NSW THERE IS ANGUISH AND ANGER AT A RECENT DECISION ON HABITAT PROTECTION

A great deal of time, effort, and money was spent in assessing and evaluating northern NSW forests for the ‘Comprehensive and Adequate
Reserve System promised by the state government. It was determined that about a million ha of pristine or relatively undisturbed area be set aside (
by govt agencies and/ or scientific researchers) for adequate biodiversity protection. Only 375,000 ha were reserved - some of which will be
available for mining! Scientists involved in the assessments publicly criticised the decision and it will be interesting if they retain their jobs after
the March election. Premier Carr who had been an environment minister in a previous Labor govt, in opposition promised to protect the 'old growth
forests'. It has been claimed that close to 300,000 ha of old growth and wilderness will be made available for logging. (Many assumed that the
pledge 'to protect the old growth forests' meant the (as in gll) old growth, just as Neville Wran's promise to protect the Rainforests resulted in an end
to logging and clearing of all remaining RF on crown lands.) The conservation lobby was appalled at this sell out and have determined to work
against Carrs re-election, likely to ensure that a likely less sympathetic party will run the state. 84 new National Parks or reserves will be
declared - such scattered, fragmented and often unviable areas were described, as 'like confetti scattered over the tiorth east".

To add insult to injury, with the apparent connivance of premier, environment minister and forestry, at least 20 areas to be protected from
1.1.99 because of their high conservation values, were virtually destroyed by logging during December. Forests at Chaelundi, Comboyne,’
Tenterfield, Buladelah and elsewhere had prime habitat areas totally degraded just weeks before going into the new National Parks. During that
time, & court found NSW Forestry guilty of drainage & filter strip damage and breaching sediment control regulations at Colymea SF near Nowra,
imposing a fine of $30,000 on the organisation whose slogan is "Your Forests in Safe Hands." ~ That damage may have been caused by logging or
earthmoving contractors - State Forests are no doubt now supervising such people adequately or else severely penalising them for stupidity.
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OUR WORLD HERITAGE AREAS CLAIMED TO BE THREATENED

Two locations important to RF are currently under serutiny by the United Nations World Heritage authorities - The Great Barrier
Reef because of a number of detrimental effects from various causes e.g. increasing water temperatures from 'Greenhouse', fish trawling
(some illegal), coastal developments, agriculture, mining, sewerage and chemical run-off, etc.

Kakadu of course by the planned Jabiluka uranium mine. This one has caused a great deal of concern to the U.N. who recently sent

a team of experts there to assess the situation. They were not impressed. The demand for uranium is very low, and prices for the product are
the lowest they have been for many years. The companies involved - ERA and Northltd - share prices are cheaper than they have been for a
long trme, so investors seem (o believe that the mine will not be profitable. Oddly enough, the project is being financed by Westpac Bank
which is claimed to be making good progress in incorporating environmental and social criteria into its lending and investments. As well it is
the only Oz bank to sign the UNEP Banks and Sustainability statement. Oh well, another case of telling us one thing but doing exactly the
opposite. A research group, the Mineral Policy Institute declares "Banks have recognised the commercial advantayt of being seen to be green,
but they are not willing to lose business by adhering to strict policies." It could have added Yjust like federal and state governments',

NORTHERN NSW FOREST V PARKS DECISION - FURTHER DETAILS OF THE OUTCOME

There will be a total of 85 new national parks and nature reserves in the area from near Newcastle to the QId border. totalling
375,000 ha. The winners - 105 new jobs at the NP&WS; Private landholders to be paid $18 million for voluntary buyback of private land
for timber plantations; the Timber Industry to receive $35 million to develop hardwood plantations, plus guaranteed 20 year wood supply
contracts.

The losers - Conservationists who have been fighting for years to have a reasonable amount of high conservation value areas
protected and who understood , 2 daysbefaretheannomwmtwasmads, that 554,000 ha would be set aside (in fact at a meeting of all the
parties, a handshake was actually made on that area), Environmentalists who in the past successfully blockaded icon wilderness areas such as
Chaelundi, Guy Fawkes, Mummel Gulf, Washpool and Timbarra which will remain as state Forest available for logging; Nature which will
suffer from further destruction of till now near pristine habitat, and loss of biodiversity; the Many Animal species which will become locally
extinet and numbers overall to be reduced by varying amounts depending on their specialisation and/ or territorial needs; and finally the
political system which once again proves that its promises either cannot be honoured or else trusted to be upheld. '

The timber industry has been guaranteed 269,000 cubic metres of timber a year for 20 years, that's probably about 40,000 logs every
year. 2,000 ha of plantations will be established each year, the equivalent of 1.7 million trees. There are serious reservations as to whether
the logging quotas can be met, if the resource is not available, loggers will be able to claim large amounts of compensation from government.
(Tax-payers actually.)

Tn conjunction with this decision, amendments to various legislation were announced, changes that have since been passed and
which weaken environmental and forestry laws and make it much tougher for individuals and community groups to challenge anti social and
unfair decisions.

. The Forest Products Assn. is justifiably pleased with the outcome, saying that it will result in new technology, more investment, and
increased employment. "The industry performance in northern NSW alone over the past 4 years has seen employment jump by almost 26%
through the introduction of value -adding, entreprencurial marketing and plain hard work." (Col Dorber). And here have I been, cringing,
every time a forestry debate has been carried out over the years with the constant catchery - "Greenies/ National Parks/ RFSG or anyone at all
is locking up the forests and causing huge/ horrendous/ selfish job losses." Another case of telling you one thing, while the opposite has, in
truth, been occurring,

And everyone must always remember one thing: old growth forests are Rainforest - either established as understorey or secondary
canopy but usually a combination of both; as undisturbed areas of forest with RF patches along watercourses and sheltered areas; or as cover
for the development of 'emerging RF". Whenever I hear the term 'old growth', I never associate it with Euc forest though big emergents
usually dominate the vegetation, but always have a mental picture of RF and a stable system.

FOREST POLLINATORS ARE EITHER IN PLAGUE NUMBERS OR ELSE THEY ARE NEAR EXTINCTION

Depending on who you believe when the subject of the poor old fruit bat comes up. There is a regular count of grey-headed flying
foxes organised by scientists; the last survey was taken on July 4th and 5th, by 100 people from Melbourne to Gladstone. The results
indicated that the poptﬂntionhasdecreasedbyanalaming 35% in 9 years, a rate twice that which ismquimdtohavethsseanimalslistedas
"yulnerable". A local lady at Beechwood, Meredith Ryan, had a letter published in the SMH of 25.11.98. She states that "there is irrefutable
evidence that various plants in our STRF's rely solely on the grey-headed flying fox for seed dispersal, and specific plants include
Planchonella Australis and Elacocarpus grandis.

That count probably was the reason that the NSW environment minister Ms P. Allan withdrew the ‘culling’ licenses for fruit bats.
However an extremely short, quick and successful campaign was waged by the National Farmers Federation and orchardists in November and
growers were allowed to resume killing these pests/ animals crucial to the forest ecosystem. Now, we all have to eat food including fruit, and
yes people must be able to maintain their livelihood but...... There has supposed to have been a very efficient machine invented to disturb
bats feeding in orchards, also concerned growers have netted their orchards, and have not only prevented bat damage, but also birds pecking
and ruining fruit. Both cost money, however when we consider that subsidies and compensation are oflen available to the man on the land,
could not some of this be redirected to orchardists to both increase their income and to retain an important mammal in its already diminished
numbers.

On the same topic, our Ms Allan has become concerned at the fruit bat colony in that reliot lowland RF at Maclean, after their
century long residence in that small forest. (It is adjacent to a high school which was built comparatively recently \, She is concerned that a
student may be bitten and develop that lissa virus so intends to relocate all the bats to another area on the Clarence River. The only problem is
that there are many baby bats in the colony, and they are not able to be relocated and will die. The RSPCA has promised to take the staie govi
to court for cruelty and needless killing of animals - always welcome on the eve of an election - so there could be a stalemate on this one.
wonder how you relocate bats, move them and cut off their wings I suppose. Maybe a blindfold would be more humane because they wouldn't
be able to see their way back to Maclean.

THOUGH A TOUCH LATE - SEASONS GREETINGS TO ALL OF YOU MEMBERS FAR AND WIDE

I had planned to have this N/L out in early December, but what with one thing and another, plus fast waning enthusiasm, I'm
running way behind. Beryl and I trust that everyone had a great 1998 and that 1999 will be even better. especially in your endeavours of RF
gardening, or planting and regeneration activities, or in just appreciating the natural habitat and the myriad of life forms to be found in such
places. Probably most of us do all these things - the biggest problem 1s finding sufficient time. That's my excuse anyway.
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