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" Antarctic Beech pollen has been found in 80 million-year-old sediments in Southern Australia".

STUDY GROUP WEEKEND SUGGESTED FOR 29TH/31ST OCTOBER AT PAPINBARRA - MID NORTH COAST

Venue is the Papinbarra Field Studies Centre, 45km n.w. of Wauchope which has 'dormitory' or 'farmhouse’ accommodation; daily
charges are around $8 - 10 depending on numbers. Facilities available are first class. Piet Van Haeff will organise the weekend, and suggests
that participants arrive Friday pm and leave late Sunday. If you want more information phone Piet at (02) 65 87 6147, or me. (See further
details of the venue within this N/1)

REMINDER OF NSW GET-TOGETHER NEAR GLOUCESTER 27TH & 28TH MARCH
This is almost on us. Basic details were given in the previous N/L, but for more information on how to get there, phone our hosts at
their Sydney address on 02 9651 1962, or me. Evenings are the best and cheapest times. NSW members can vote along the way. Don't forgel.

FOR QUEENSLAND MEMBERS A REMINDER THAT BRISBANE MEETINGS ARE ON ALTERNATE MONTHS
I am unaware of any decision made to change the set days of regular get-togethers. However the Qld regions quarterly ‘Bulletin’ lists
venues and times. Anyone interested in attending those meetings could contact Peter Jurd directly at 07 3345 1445 for current details.

NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome to Don, who has taken the trouble to introduce himself and tell us of his particular interests in our study, and to Wendy who
has been intending to join for some time now and grows RF (and other plants) in a challenging location between Adelaide and Victor Harbour.

ANY DECISION TO FORM A NSW REGIONAL RF ASSOCIATION IS UNRESOLVED

About a third of the survey forms have been returned so far. Just one member declined to join such group; though a brief perusal
indicated the extremes from a reluctant move to an autonomous association, to enthusiastic support for such a decision. Overall I gained an
impression that the majority gave me a lot of reasons to stay with ASGAP and to maintain my position in RFSG. If there is antagonism between
members, it degrades the influence and efficiency of any organisation and 1 would hate to see our RFSG in such circumstances. [ would like to
do a lot more study and research on frogs for example - an advantage of thal family is that they are always polite.

ANOTHER OF OUR HIGHLY REGARDED LADY BOTANISTS HAS DEPARTED OUR MIDST

Jean Galbraith was known to me only4rom her publication 'Field Guide to the Wildflowers of South East Australia'- Collins 1977.
This was 'a complete guide to over 3,000 Oz wildflowers with 670 species illustrated'. I have found this to be a most useful book over many
years and am grateful that Ms Galbraith was able to use her great enthusiasm as a botanist, naturalist, conservationist and garden lover to
produce such a handy guide. An earlier publication was Wildflowers of Victoria. Jean was 92 when she passed away, just a week after Inez
Armmitage dropped off her twig.

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK

Cayratia clematidea Commersonia bartrami Ajuga australis Alphitonia petriei Araucaria cunninghamii  Austromyrtus
minutiflora, Claoxylon australe Cupaniopsis anacardioides Decaspermum humile Ehretia acuminata  Elaeocarpus reticulatus  Guioa
semiglauca, Hymenosporum flavum Melia azedarach Neiosperma poweri Pandorea jasminoides Rhodamnia rubescens Syzigium wilsonii
ssp wilsonii. Recent donors - Richard Logan, Karl Andersson, Jan Wilton, DJ, PB.  Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine
Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please.

PATRICK IS CONTINUING TO RECORD RF SPECIES GROWN BY MEMBERS OR IN NATURAL AREAS

The project hasn't been mentioned for a long time, so a reminder for people to update any lists you have previously sent to Patrick .
For new members who may be unaware that this data base is being set up - would you be able to list species you are growing and/ or know are to
be found in your favourite forests and parks? NSW NP&WS have an extensive data base of all animal and plant species that they are aware of, I
wonder if we could get a copy of some of the flora. QId too would surely have similar records, perhaps they could be prevailed upon for a copy
also. We wouldn't want (o pay for such information though - need some friendly people in the right places.

PORT MACQUARIE SCHOOL KIDS INVOLVED IN GROWING RF SPECIES FOR REGENERATION ACTIVITIES

Susan Phillips is involved in this activity, in conjunction with the Rotary "Trees For 2000 Project' and Port Macquarie Landcare group.
Susan is adviser on propagation and encouraged the children to obtain and sow RF seed. After just 6 months, good germination of a range of
species including Black Apple, Water Gum, Lillypilly spp. and Cissus, as well as Forest Oak as food plants for the Glossy Black Cockatoo has
given the kids great encouragement. Some of these plants are earmarked to set up a RI garden in the school playground. Rotary is also pleased,
saying that this is the only project in the state emphasising RF plants as most schools involved are growing inland and coastal species.
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TIGOT PINE AND CROWS ASH SEED CAN BE VIABLE TOR A VERY LONG PERIOD

Harry Franz has reported regularly on the results of his long term trials on an annual sowing of Pine seed from a batch collected in
1992 and kept in a fridge since then. He used the remainder this last year and germinated 2 of the 25 seeds sown. Obviously a very good result
from 7 year old material. He advises that Araucaria cunninghanii shouldn't be buried too deep when sowing. "I just sit them on top of the sand
and water. I sprinkle a minimum only, of sand amongsl the seeds. They germinate in about 3 weeks."

He also has seed of Crows Ash - Flindersia australis - stored in the fridge since it was collected 1/11/94. A batch was trialled early
'08 (over 3 years old) with an excellent germination of 10 seedlings from 11 seeds planted. Harry points out that both of these species have dry,
papery seeds.

At his Kingaroy property, the planting programme continues at opportune times. Been hot and dry but recent good rains encouraged
him to plant out more specimens. He is refraining from putting in more seeds as there are plenty in pots ready to go out, and wants to buy some
different species.

BE CAREFUL WITH WINE MADE FROM RF FRUITS - A WARNING FROM DON YATES

) ] noted that some members are pulting various RF fruils to good use by turning them into wine. My previous experience in this
invariably has been that it usually turns out as 'tainted’ — 'taint enouglt’. It also seems too slow to mature; having matured some in bottles for as
long as 3 days once but found it still wasn't ready!”

(Ed. A very perceptive and experienced member is our Don. T look forward to future hints on other uses of Oz fruit.

THERE IS A 600 ACRE RF BLOCK AT PAPINBARRA ON THE MARKET FOR $95,000

(And you could probably pick it up a bit cheaper). Piet said it was passed in at a January auction and would be an ideal place for a RF
enthusiast. At that price, it would certainly be somewhal rugged, which is why it has maintained the original forest cover. One small valley has
been cleared and could be suitable for a residence plus land for subsislance farming. Anyone interested?
Also at Pappinbarra is a long established Field Studies Centre. Piet, and another RIFSG member Jean Hegart; sare among the volunteers
managing the facility. The centre, located in the Mt. Boss State Forest, has a nearby crystal clear creek and a good representation of STRT and
WTRF. Piet suggested the RFSG weekend in October, when migratory birds have returned and many trees are getling their new growth. A
Skm walk takes in the Timbergetters and Cascades trails which can be extended to 10km for the more adventurous to take in the Slippery Dip
Trail. Also his Oreacallis wickhamii should be in full flower and we could incorporate perhaps, a garden farm and forest walk on his nearby
property, plus a skinny dip in the river ? And there is more! The visit could be extended to include the Nothofagus forest at nearby
Werrikimbie N.P. (a 1 hour drive). Sounds good to me.
Note - there are accommodation fees payable which are quite reasonable for good quality facilities, and the charge maintains a worthy dmenity
for use by schoolchildren and groups interested in appreciation of the various natural sciences.

AN UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS HERE AT 'BOOYONG'

Plantwise - there was a good crop of fruit on the garden Sandpaper Fig Ficus coronata - big, juicy and comparatively well flavoured.
As well as feeding the resident Regent and Satin Bower-birds and Lewin's Honeyeaters, T managed to collect enough fruit to commence a 151
batch of wine. Looks good afler just a few weeks. Was able to obtain sced of Guioa semiglauca & Claoxylon australe (Brittlewood) for Patrick
- had to be quick to get it, too; but Native Guava Rhodonyrtus psidiodes either didn't set fruit else it got taken by birds before I saw it and I've
not seen fruit set on Endiandra muelleri that Sue Walston especially wants. A pink bloodwood near the house is flowering really well and
attracting fruit bats and sugar gliders at night, birds by day.

On the environment front, a three member team from the local NP&WS spent an aflernoon and a l.o.n.g. night on a fauna survey
which ended up with a reasonable result. A single Harp Trap' (for insectivorous bats) caught 3 little creatures - a Common Bentwing and 2
species of forest bats. Spotlighting yielded a Yellow-bellied Glider (rare and endangered), Greater Glider, several Sugar Gliders, Dingo; while
Elliot traplines (75 traps) caught 2 house mice and 11 bush rats Rattus fuscuipes which we don't really need. (The survey is associated with the
Voluntary Conservation Agreement being drawn up). Previously we were able to identify a new frog - Litoria gracilenta - dainty green tree-
frog, heard after many rainy nights. This brought the known species here to 21, a surprisingly high number for such a small area.

Also frogwise, we met a young lady inierested in taddies of the Rocket frog Litoria nasuta which are abundant here and regularly
breed. We were able to help her out with tadpoles, metamerphs, and newly developed baby frogs for her to measure and photograph for a book
on eggs and tadpoles that she is preparing. She, Marion Anstace, was interested in the habitat here and we spent a half day checking out 5 of
our dams and a couple of ephemeral pools to identify tadpoles. It was wonderfully instructive to have subtle differences between species
pointed out, and I now feel almost confident in being able to identify more (han a couple of tads that I have followed from spawn to metamorph
stage. Those of you who are also interested in these interesting creatures should keep your eye out for Marion's book, later this year.

DON YATES ASKS IF A GYMPIE - MARYBOROUGH - BUNDABERG REGIONAL GROUP WOULD BE FEASIBLE

Don penned a very quick letter after receiving his first N/l and made several inleresting comments. The first "You suggested (in your
personal welcome) forming a sub-group around Tarvey Bay. Well you have no idea of the apathy that exists in my area, and possibly in Qld in
general about RFs. We do have Fraser Island - which is being trampled to death by tourists and we do have isolated pockets of R on the
mainland in an area which was once all RF.

My problem is how to whip people into a frenzy to take an interest in the last remaining remnant of any size in my particular area. It's
about 10 acres, on a point with the sea on one side, and the Mary & Susan rivers meeting on the other. It has around 150 species (includes
creepers, ferns and one orchid) and is the northern limit of Aeacia bakeri. As far as I know, it is not under immediate threat but, then all RFs
are under threat one way or another. This one is slowly degrading by the loss of some lall trees due to cyclones etc, and the usual invasion of
exotic weeds. I believe it could be saved if enough people took an interest, and I am open to suggestions on the idea. Thought about advertising
in the local paper for volunteers willing to undertake to look after the forest by weeding ete and at the same time learning about RF plants and
ecology. 1 guess one would need to have some sort of format sefting out the aims of such a group for interested enquirers. Personally I don't
think it will be easy to get going because this is where they invented apathy and there is a high drug problem and crime rate - but then so do
many other places. If we don't try and do something, the rest of our forests (except for places like yours) are just going to disappear. Got any
ideas? And watch out for that tainted wine.

(4. Ireplied to Don with a few suggestions which may be uscful. Anybody clse interested in that section of the Qld coast, or members in SE
QId particularly may like to contact Don about the matler, at 93 Curlew Tce River leads Q. 4655.

As well, I must point out that places like ours will not be able to survive if they are merely isolated, scattered islands remaining in
vl expanses of biological desert. It is absolutely crucial that adequate and important ecosystems be protected and properly managed by
individuals, communities, governments, and competent policy makers. :



JFCHARD LOGAN MENTIONS MITES AND WARNS OF SOME CHEMICALS COMMONLY USED

"With all the humid and wet weather my RF plants are doing particularly well. Top growth rates and flowers on things that I haven'l
had flower before. Unfortunately, insects are also benefiting - the numbers of grasshoppers and Orange Palm Darts (Butlerfly) are unbelievable.
Had to remove most of the little fellas from badly chewed Archontophoenix plants, while the Lauraceae species in the greenhouse have been
covered in butterfly eggs, I assume of Blue Triangle. They have certainly been eyeing off the Avocados at work where also there has been an
outbreak of Broad Mite. We haven't seen this before and can't work out where it came from. It seems to have g taste for Syzigium, '
Rhododendron, Tristaniopsis, Acmena, Backhousia, Camellia, and to a lesser effect on Ficus. This was compounded by an outbreak of red
spider at the same time. Had to use toxic chemicals, refuctantly to treat the pests. Broad mites cannot be seen with the naked eye, but their
damage can - it appears as a brown spotty effect on either sides of the leaf. This varies according to the species... Syzigiums mostly on the upper
surface.

~ Re the problems you mentioned with Dicamba - be careful using that lawn spray; it should not be used around trees and shrubs as it

can destroy plants that takes it up. The only chemical that we stock not containing this is 'Bin-Di¢'. [ always ask purchasers of lawn chemicals
if they have Lhe right chemical for the right application.

At home, [ intend to try out some Sugar Cane mulch to see how it goes."

THE CSIRO HAS AN INSECT IDENTIFICATION AND ADVICE SERVICE BUT IS EXPENSIVE

"The Australian National Insect Collection (ANIC) is the world's largest collection of Oz insects and related organisms and one of
the ten most important insect research collections in the world. Stafl have an unparalleled capacity to identify and advise on insects and other
terrestrial and freshwater arthropods, including mites, soil organisms and nematodes. The CSIRO Division of Entomology is responsible for
ANIC......... !

Specimens need to be sent direclly to the Advice Officer at Canberra, with a completed Submission form with details regarding the
insects and within 2 days you will receive a quotation of costs for the requested identification(s). Minimum cost is $25; agreement has to be
given by the client before identification will be made; this will usually be within 5 working days of such agreement.

Insects are a difficult group to identify, there are vast numbers of species, many of which have not even be described and much of our
knowledge is too often contained in widely scattered and specialised literature and in old or foreign publications. A CSIRO project is to draw
together all available data to establish a baseline for future revisionary studies. The depth of coverage varies, from simple checklists that
contain a list of names and no further information, to catalogues containing additional data on the biology and distribution of species, details of
the nature and location of type specimens, and references to ecological literature.

I have, on long-term loan, a copy of "The Insects of Australia” CSIRO 1973 (reprint) ISBN 0 522 838375, a most comprehensive
book of 1029 pages that I find difficult to follow and which has not been of much use in my identification attempts to date. Not prepared to pay
heaps of money for professional advice though so I must remain bewi ldered

WHITE ASPEN - ACRONYCHIA OBLONGIFOLIA - MORE THAN JUST A BUSH FOOD

This was one of the topics in a 1998 issue'Quandong, magazine of the WA Nut & Tree Crop Assn. Others that I had selected as being
of relevance to our study and for particular interest included a report that The Oil Mallee Assn in WA hopes to have 500 million oil-producing
Eucs planted on wheatbelt land in the next 20 years. So far about 9 million seedlings have been planted. The aim is to reduce the effects of
salinity by lowering the water table in regions where past overclearing has caused big problems, and to set up a ‘sustainable' industry of using
foliage for Eucalyptus oil extraction for pharmacentical and cosmetic products, and for promising uses as solvents to replace currently
environmentally unfriendly compounds.

Another item referred to the Chinese govt finally realising why floods are becoming increasingly devastating - they've cut down too
many trees. Next thing you know, we will come to the same conclusion! Anyway mere than amillion Chinese loggers are to swap their axes
for shovels to replant depleted forests. Last years floods were the worst for 44 years. Whilst it is intended to plant 1.83 million ha with trces a
further 8.97 million ha of old growth forest will be temporarily spared from the chainsaw. Only temporary because just like us, their economy
cannot operate without the destruction of the last of the old growth forests. In the meantime they are the largest importers of Indonesian RF
timber, needed to make up for their present deferment of forest exploitation.

A third report described a technique known as a "Bazzani Gralt" which has been used in propagating rare plants, details of which
David Noel sent to our Oz Food Plants Study Group. This was in reference to an earlier mention by Lenore of attempts to propagate Alectryon
ramniflorus which has only a known 37 plants remaining in the wild. Another item referred to the incentives for our farmers and investors to
gain another income source from a scheme to plant trees as 'carbon sinks'. 'Carbon credits' will be traded as some connection to Greenhouse and
the Kyoto climate change agreements and everybody should make a fortune instead of choking on polluted air.

At long last the Acronychia. The full report was originally published in 'Australian Iorticultjire' Sep '98 and the species is described as
important in horticulture and sustainable land management and an altractive species in landscaping . Most of you will be familiar with this
small tree as it has a widé distribution - from central Victoria (Mitchell river) to Gympie Q. though usually in higher rainfall areas. You can
tell from the smell of the foliage that it must be of the Rufaceae family but Id never thought of them a5 a food plant. Yet people claim the fruit
has a unique, sharp citrus flavour with the versatility of a lemon. Whole fruits, pulp or juice has been used for flavourings, in jams, as an .
infusion for a pleasant drink. Can you make a wine from it, I wonder? I'just may try it out when the many plants here at 'Booyong' that have
just finished flowering have their autumn-winter crop. That is if T can beal the fruit pigeons, bower and catbirds, lewins and sundry others to
the fruit!

To date, North Q's. Lemon Aspen A. acidula has made all the running as a bush food, but supporters of the White Aspen consider its fruit to be
superior. As a cash crop, an estimated return of $12/ kg could be expected by growers, though quantities of fruit per tree can vary widely - the
old story, depends on the variety, or form, of the species selected. Propagation is also said to be variable with southern plants germinaling
quickly and profusely, while northern area species are difTicult. Cultings of all plants are extremely slow to take, with very poor success rates.

I find much of interest in every issue of 'Quandong" and each is available in RI'SGs library.

WHAT DO MEMBERS KNOW OF BOSISTOA PENTACOCCA ??

Don Yates says "This particular tree seems very diflicult to come across, either its seed or nursery plants. Fairhills nursery at
Yandina say it is very difficult to germinate - but so are a lot of others. I wonder if members can provide any further information on this?. All
in all, most RF plants can be oblained up (his way - mainly from Fairhills which has a magnificent set-up - and I've been able to obtain species
such as Choricerus majus, Stenocarpus davalliodes var ‘Doreen’ and var "Tully’, plus the Clausenia sp only found in Tlarvey Bay and the
magnificent Aceratium ferrigenia. Many of my plants have to be grown in tubs due to lack of space in the garden, or somelimes not being able
(o find the ideal spot in the garden.”
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WATER REPELLENT SOILS -- BIG PROBLEMS IN ESTABLISHING MOST PLANT SPECIES

I've been interested in this matter for quite a few years now, having had experience with repellency at our previous Sydney home -
both in the vegie garden and the RF plantings. Also had areas at "Booyong' that suffered very quick drying out, though at times it is difficult to
decide whether soil was impervious to wetting, or if it was from "hungry' Eucs whose roots travel long distances close to the surface on our poor
soils, quickly robbing every bit of moisture from their vicinity. However, a recently planted Lemonade tree with its bevy of self sown tomatoes
was obviously in a patch of repellent dirt, so as suggested I applied "Soil Wetter" (Multicrop)at the rate of 24mls of product to 2 gals of water
and it seemed to have done the trick.

Richard Logan also was horrified to note a bone dry area where he intended to plant a couple of RF trecs so checked out other spots in
the yard and found several patches that had developed water repellency. He bought "Saturaid” (from Debco) - & 4'g box at around $20.
Recommended rates vary, for sandy soils 60g/m*; loamy soils Sl)gjmz‘, clay soils 40g}m2; large pots also benefit. Richard commented "Waler
does soak in far quicker, and therefore with no run off this must be better for the plants. One bad spot I've checked now has soil moist to within
3 - 4em of the surface; this has not been irrigated for the last 2 days. My only concern is how does the product break down, and what to? T will
check with the manufacturer on this matter."

Debeo's material states "Signs of inefTicient watering are poor plant performance, visible water run-off without penetrating
hydrophobic' and sandy soils, Dry spots can also be due to {re¢ and grass root mats preventing penetration." They claim SaturAid works for up
to 6 months, but don't mention any minimum period.

The problem was also mentioned in Native Plants for NSW, Jan '99 under the caption Plant Death in Pots' where Kevin Handreck
described the causes of water repellence and drew some conclusions about the need for welting agents. (This item was originally published in
SGAP South Aust N/L of Aug '98).

Space constraints cause me to summarise the findings, but Kevin believes that the main cause of death of plants after purchase is
caused through water repellence of the potting mix, most of our pine bark mixes are slightly to considerably water repellent at the time of their
preparation. This is caused by the coating of bark particles with waxy secretions that are a natural by-product of fungi using the bark as food, so
many manufacturers add a 'wetling agent' to their mixes o overcome this problem. Wetting agents are detergent-like organic compounds that
lave the same effect on the wax coatings as does dishwashing detergents on a greasy frying pan. The coatings on the bark particles are
dissolved by the wetting agent so that water can [ully wet them. Such chemicals efficacy declines over time - only about 6 months protection
can be expected as it is both washed from the container and decomposed by microbes.

"Water repellence has been a major cause of poor plant growth in nurseries, but it is also a major cause of deaths and poor early
growth after planting out.

There is a great deal of useful information, and suggestions on minimising the effects of repellency in your plants, both in containers
and in the garden. If you have problems with virtual immediate drying out of soil or potting mix, obtain a copy of the article so that you can
better understand the reasons and remedy the situation.

FURTHER COMMENTS TO ITEMS IN PREVIOUS N/L'S

Trema aspera (Poison Peach or Native Peach). The specimens adjacent to RFSG's computer department dre once again bearing an
abundance of fruit so I am constantly distracted from this N/L by the toing and [roings of our various birds. Two foraging Brown Pigeons are so
unsteady - such big birds on flexible branches! But they've caten well. Five Olive Backed Orioles have just departed, leaving an adult Yellow-
faced Honeyeater able to concentrate on selecting ripe fruits (o feed 1o its offspring. This is the first time we've observed local honeyeaters,
other than Lewin's, feeding on bush fruit. Then again if you don't have both eyes open, you miss out on a lot of interesting things.

Gmelina leickhardtii. The White Beech is obviously an extremely variable species in the garden. Garry Daly of Nowra wrote that
one planted last season at 1.1m high is now, after one year, 3.5m tall. Jo McNab at Wauchope planted a number of them 11 years ago and
comments "They do really well here, though some are more spectacular than others. The best has an 84cm circumference at chest height and 25
~30ft tall." That's a big tree for such tender years!

Frog calls. David Stewart advises that he has produced further aids to identify the various specics - C.D.s titled 'Australian Frog
Calls', One covers Tropical North-east' containing 67 species found (or even thought to be extinct) between the Tropic of Capricom and the top
of Cape York, including the Great Dividing Range and the Wet Tropics. The second - 'Subtropical East' - is of 70 species located between
Capricorn and the Shoalhaven River (Nowra) and including the Dividing Range. Each is $25.95 RRP or $48 for the two. Iam told that the
advantage of CDs is that you can go straight to the appropriate track to confirm your identification, or call up an individual animal whereas tapes
have to be run through to find a specific call. To buy these, write to him at PO Box 256 Mullumbimby 2482.

Weeds. David Noel points out that the group WANATCA is currently concerned with plant introductions and potential weeds, but
goes against the general outcry. He says "I can't think of any introductions of tree crop species (as such) to Oz which have become significant
weeds, and we are always keen to find new ones. After all, these introductions do, by definition, increase our biodiversity whether they originate
overseas or (for us in WA) from NSW RFs"........... "no plant is inherently a weed, but only becomes viewed so when introduced to an
ecological niche outside its native area where it has little competition. - and that in most cases the ccological niches were created by man. This
is a well known phendnienon where land is cleared the first time to grow crops - the 'weeds' do not establish until the land is ploughed or
otherwise significantly modified.

A new wrinkle in this area is the suggestion that weeds can often be controlled by modifications, sometimes subtle, to their ecological niche,
rather than attempting to destroy them. An effective tool here is to add 'sacrifice’ species which compete for their ecological niche and hence
suppress the "weeds". An example with winter wheat-growing as in WA might be to sow a fast growing but heat-sensitive species with the

crop, so that it would grow rapidly at first but then fall over and provide green manure for the main crop as soon as the weather warmed up,"

(Ed. Tagree with David that (to my recollection), there have been no food tree species causing problems of invading extensive arcas,
and we do have to eat. Olives though, were a local problem in parts of SA during one of our trips there a few years ago. Even so, WANATCA
is surely on the right track in its quest to bring new (to Oz) species into cultivation - afler all climate change is forecast to make certain food
plants (eg stone [ruits and vines) unviable in many of their present seltings, and will need to be replaced with new species not requiring a ‘chill
factor to crop. As well, our increasing demands on nature and unsustainable dependence on monoculture create conditions for an explosion in
pest species and loss of soil productivity, so we will need new varieties to maintain our reliance on food for survival.

[lowever, most people would have to agree with those ecologists who maintain that the present, almost open slather of plant introductions for
ormamental or feature purposes be ended. Perhaps such pest plants as camphorlaurel, privet, water hyacinth etc do increase genetic diversity;
but they cannot make up for the losses ol whole ecosystems where their introduction cause almost total local extinetions of endemic plant,
animal and insect populations and the associated loss of biological diversity, both in species range and mass (the biota).

Plants in the post. David also mentioned that the 4 seedlings of Alectryon tomentoswm | sent him in spring survived and grew on well despite
initial thoughts that survival could be doubtful. My experience has been that this method of distribution is almost always successful and RFSG
people should be to the fore in exchanging species in this manner.
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Fruit Bats at the remnant Maclean RF. Rhoda enquires as to whether "the man who built the school under the bat colony been
sacked yet?" Actually I believe he got a big promotion and a knighthood for his achievement there, Seriously though, there is a local
controversy about the time those bats have been in residence. As 1 mentioned, it was ¢laimed the animals had been there for a century, but this
is hotly disputed by some who state they moved in only a couple of years ago. Some of the more gung-ho Macleanites plan to take a bulldozer to
that remnant lowland RF and totally destroy it to get rid of the problem for all time. Simple folk - simple reasoning.

Rhoda says that the mythical anti-bat machine is a gas gun which they soon get used to; while an alternative of netting orchards is too expensive
to be an option for most growers. Their horticultural experience is that bats don't like exotic fruit anyway and eat it only when bloodwood
blossom and customary RF flowers and fruits are unavailable.

(Rhioda added that Joan Doney, well known in SGAP circles, got an O.A. Congrats Joan.)

Eupomatia laurina. Elwyn Hegarty wrote - "I was interested in Des Tuck's comments on the bolwarra. I find the scent of the flowers,
even on (lic breeze, is very unpleasant, yet other people don't seem to mind it so much. I can't say I've noticed any reaction that could be called
allergy, but it may be one of those scents that different people perceive and react to differently. It might not be the aroma but perhaps the pollen
that might cause an allergy?

Some analyses of the aroma compounds from E. laurina and E. bennettii were done, using plants that were grown in Zurich.
(Bergstrom et al. 1991, Phytochemistry 30(10) 3221 -3225). These plants were grown from original stock from the Coffs Harbour and Brisbane
areas respectively. Six people [rom 5 universities in Europe and the US studied them and found that the main constituent of E. laurina lower
volatiles was methyl (28)-2-methylbutanoate (97%). I have heard that 2-methylbutanoic acid, which is an unpleasant-smelling degradation
product of this compound, is perceptible at the very low concentration of about 0.18 perts per billion. If it's formelrthere, it may be one
explanation. However, for E. bennettii, this compound was absent and another compound was the main one (at 78%). These researchers also
said that previous work by various people had shown that the genus was pollinated almost exclusively by species of weevils of the genus
Elleschodes, "which may have their entire life cycle linked to the host plant', and at that stage they hadn't been found on any others. The adult
weevils feed and mate inside the flowers; and later on the larvae also eat parts of them. For E. laurina the weevils are attracted in the moming
when the scent is strong. Later in the day, when the beetles are still inside the flower, pollen is released on to them and they carry it away.
Parts of the flower fall off during the night but the aroma still lasts for a couple of days. I believe Tony Irvine of CSIRO Atherton was involved
in some of the previous work they quoted, and might have further information. Someone ¢lse may also know of more recent information than
the 1991 paper.

1 once thought E. laurina would make a nice hedge. but when I finally put two and two together about where the pervasively awful
smell was coming from, I gave the idea away! We have E. bennetti growing wild too - so it's a pity they are too small and straggly to be suitable
for a hedge. Their flowers are more spectacular, and apparently the aroma may not be so powerful."

CUTTSIA VIBURNEA & ABROPHYLLUM ORNANS - TWO SPECIES DIFFICULT TO TELL APART

Van Klaphake collected foliage of these - Abrophyllum at Hazenfelds Mt Seaview property and Cuttsia from Sita's at Byabarra and
dropped them here at Booyong, knowing that I'd be interested. Van said that they are almost identical when not in fruit. (Abrophyllum has a
berry, Cuttsia a dry fruit (an egg-shaped capsule) that are borne in the cooler months.) Both are members of the family Escalloniaceae so this
obviously goes some way to realising why (hey are so similar - leaves are the same size, common venation and colouring, both are toothed, with
long petioles and the branchlets are similarly coloured and textured. Both flower in panicles - though Abrophyllum are greenish-yellow and
fragrant while Cuftsia has white, honey scented flowers.

Native Hydrangea (Abrophyllum) and Cuttsia favour similar situations - rich soil with cool moist conditions though the Hydrangea has
a greater range - from NSW's Hlawarra to Mcllwraith Range in Qld; Cuttsia only from Byabarra to southern Q., though also along creeks in
open forest to the Blackdown Tableland.. Both are fine garden specimens, with Cuttsia described as a bushy tree to 18m and Hydrangea as a
shrub or small tree to 8m. As always with RF species characteristics, quoled size is generally reached under extremely favourable conditions
and mostly with a lot more years under their belt than humans can hope to achieve.

ENDIANDRA DISCOLOR 1S SLOW (FOR A LAUREL) TO GERMINATE

Seed collected Feb 98, soaked for 2 days prior to sowing had a first germination 30 weeks later. After another 4 months, 2 more
seedlings appeared - all are now around 4" tall. Another 2 just shooting, leaving the other 15 still dormant after 12 months. I'd assumed ages
ago that they were unviable and would have thrown them out but didn't get around to it. T've been under the impression that Lauraceae were
quick to germinate Are there many others as slow?

TASMANIA'S SOUTH ESK PINE - CALLITRIS OBLONGA -GROWS WELL IN NSW TOO

Local member Piet Van Haeff mentioned that the Bush Heritage Fund has bought 6.8ha of the last large stand of the species left in
Tasmania. Only 10,000 of these trees remain on the planet and are largely unprotected. Piet planted two of these 3 years ago, and they are now
8 ft high. His property would be on the 'foothills’ of the Great Divide I assume, so it would be coolish in winter though obviously not near as
cold as Tasmania. Good fo see they do so well away from their usual range.

FICUS SPECIES ARE VITAL COMPONENTS OF ALL RAINFORESTS

Oliver Carter considers that all RFs are the poorer if there are no Figs included in the flora. They are an important part of the forest in
their own right and in addition provide an enormous amount of food for many birds and other wildlife. It is especially of benefit if there are a
number of Fig species fruiting at different times and over an extended period. He has a good range of thern available 4t his"Manna Nursery,
where he also specialises in the Lillypillies. '

SEED OF VERY MANY RF SPECIES HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS 'RECALRICANT'

1 came across some notes of a long-ago SGAP 'workshop' recently, with a couple of suggestions on how to break this blockage.
Stratification is often successful - (a) sow in the normal manner but instead of putting the container in your warm-house, initially put it in the
fridge! (Don't know for how long though). (b) Place seed within damp sand, or perlite, or vermiculite and store this in a dark place for a time.
(¢) Put the seed in a paper bag and store this in a cupboard for a time. Seems that with the three methods, we don't know optimum times for
various species. Or which species require such treatment. Over to you Patrick. .

The other proven method of treatment of difficult species is leaching. Many of us use this process to prepare fruits for propagation,
perhaps soaking for just a day or two to easier remove flesh, or maybe for a week to drown destructive insects, even longer to break a 'shell'
Again, what is the ideal time to leave them in waler? And, which species need to spend a time in running water, to leach any growth inhibiting
compound from the propagule?
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GAREY DALV IS CONTINUING HIS 'COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL ASSESSMENT' WORK

This is with regard to the promised southern NSW additions to the conservation reserve system (from Nowra to Narooma). There
tave been 1o areas nominated or promised here as yet, as the government's priorities have been the southern forests, and northern NSW
.cclarutions that have been so controversial anyway. Garry's group has detected many threatened species recently - koala, yellow bellied glider,
booroolong frog, great pipistrelle and many range extensions of previously understood distribution of plant and animal species. "The work
shows how little we know about the distribution of many species."

*T'he shadehouse is bursting at the scams and I must do some more plantings when I get the time - there are so many advanced
beauties which need pulting out. Most of the species 1 brought back from FNQ last year have done well. Only 2 losses due to cold,
Calophyllum sil was one. |

The district was getting very dry around New Year but recent reasonable rains have our RF plants growing well. Late 1998 was great
for Sassafas and Coachwood - I can still see the distribution of Coachwood along the escarpment by the outstanding red colour of their calyx."
(Ed. This was also mentioned by Richard Logan who nominated the escarpment above Woollongong as being dominated by flowering
Coachwood.)

VAN KLAPHAKE HAS ALSO JOINED THE RANKS OF OUR ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Members may remember that Garry, Robert Payne, David Thomas, Neil Marriott and I think Elwyn Hegarty and David Ratcliffe are
also in this line of work. Van specialises in botanic surveys of private properties, public and government work, and in occasional or regular
identification of plant specimens for individuals or EIS groups. It seems that there is such a backlog of identification requests at the state
herbarium, Impact Statements are being delayed to the cost of either the environment or the great economic god 'growth & development'.

He impressed me with a list of species on ‘Booyong' - from prostrate miniature herbs to sedges, grasses, shrubs, trees and water plants
noted from just a couple of spare half days' identification, The list from the property where he resides is more extensive than most I have seen
covering National Parks, State Forests and even well visited parks and reserves, so he will hopefully have a lot of happy and well paying clients.

ROBIN WOODS WONDERS HOW RFSG's POOLED KNOWLEDGE CAN BE ACCESSED

She sees us as a central contact point, different to government organisations by being able to be pointedly critical (Ed. some members
strongly object to this independence as you will read), with lots of useful resources but with the: problem of having to wade back through lots of
mterial to find what [ want. By phoning you [ am sure that I can get onthespot advice, as I have in the past about lantana control methods, but
you need a life and time to be out in the bush too. And there must be tons of knowledge which others have about so many topics... how do we
access that?  (Ed. Well Rob, there is a plan to prepare an index covering all RFSG N/LS, but the need to earn an income and an unyielding
Old Father Time don't make things easy.
Footnote: Two more internet sites of interest (noted by Richard Logan) are - Ferns of the Canberra Region deals with climate info, photos,
ecology, species, cultivation & links to other fern sites. And Florabase - from CALM WA contains a database of specimens collected in WA,
there are various access levels from free to $2,000. This site can be found at www.calm, wa.gov.aw/science/florabase html

ALAN BATLEY MENTIONED THAT SOME SPECIMENS FLOWERED WELL THIS SEASON .

"An Oreacallis wickhamii again flowered profusely. It is now over 8m high and has flowered for about the last 3 years. The Darlingia
has also flowered well, and whilst I have succeeded in growing the seed, you need to be around when it is falling as it disappears pretty Tast.
This year our Austromyrtus acmenioides flowered in October for the first time. It's about 2m with beautiful scented flowers. Placospermum is
still going for the heavens like a rocket, it is now about 10m at 15 years old and has only in the last year started a small suggestion of side
branches near the top. Nearby, the Athertonia is trying to catch up in height, but it makes up for this slower growth by bushing out well and
rewards us with the most beautiful coloured leaves as they drop. Not flowered yet, but the leaf display is worth seeing."

NEW MEMBER — DON YATES TELLS OF HIS INTERESTS AND DESCRIBES THE LOCAL AREA

"Altho living in Hervey Bay Q. right opposite Fraser island - as is well-known, most of the plants in this particular arca are much the
same as those in NSW. My block is only normal suburban size but it is surprising how many RF trees can be grouped in such an area. (Still not
enough though.) I have been growing them for about 3 years, initially concentrating on local species, lately on N.Q. highland plants. Apart from
the wonderful beauty of the NQ plants, all the ones tried so far have mainly outstripped the locals in their growth rates. Possibly our climate is
close to ideal with temperatures between 109 - 300 for most of the year, with hot days or cold days the exception. However, living on the coast
subjeets you to strong winds, and quite frequent gales which can knock plants around initially, although most seem to get used to this. 1 think
perhaps the highlands wouldn't be much different excépt where sheltered gullies give some protection. Books that I have read indicate that
many of those plants are grotving in the Sydney region as well. :

Locally, only remnant patches survive from the one time almost total RF cover, I collect seeds and grow whatever for swapping or
passing on to others involved in this wonderful study, or take part in special projects. This note is just by way of an introduction, but details of
species here and work cafried out so far on my special project would be gladly passed on if it would be of interest."

(Ed. Thank you Don, always pleased to welcome new members and learn of their special interests.

MEMBERS 'NEWS IN BRIEF'

Richard Logan wrote "the Syzigium puberulum has grown on very well and looks absolutely magic in new growth. The leaves are
large and hanging - it just looks so nice that I think it is my favourite RF plant at the moment. Have enclosed a data sheet on this species for
you to check out, I can't wait to get it to flower and fruit". He enclosed its brief description and first class colour pics of buds, flowers, fruit and
new foliage, all done on his computer. White Satinash certainly has everything going for it. It is a Nth Qld species so I'd expect it would not do
too well in cool places or where frost could be expected. Probably do well in a pot though.

He mentioned a list of mouth-watering plants that he has ordered for the nursery dept. of his employer. Bet I know the name of the first
purchaser of those new stocks!

August Fricke says he just can't grow Oreocallis pinnata despite a neighbour's specimen doing extremely well. He added
though that he doesn't have a lot of spare time at the moment being involved in too many things. One of his interests is the organisation
'AJACS!, QlId. based, with a membership of 75 and a mailing list of 400 people concerned with social justice. The recap of 1998 mentioned the
speaker's nights - some of those [ know of included Camilla Cowley, Henry Reynolds, Evan Whitton and Tim Costello. All interesting people.
Sent ofl my $10 subs as it is about time I joined a QId group and AJACS is the most intelligent one I've seen to date.

Pip and Tom Gibian spent a lovely couple of weeks in the Kimberley last winter, saying the country is beautiful despite what man
lias done. "Though we suw lots of Grevilleas, afraid there wasn't much REF - many of the gullies which should have those species are covered

with the dreadful weed vine."
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OUR NEW CANBERRA CORRESPONDENT - DELIA PHIBBS PASSED ON SOME BAD NEWS

She looked into the matter of a likely GST on plants and other aterials and equipment used in restoring and revegetating degraded
landscapes and ecosystems that 1 drew to her attention in our last N/L. 1 told her that many people were concerned that their involvement in
improving local environments or agricultural land would cost more, either from their own pockets or from grant monies that some were lucky
enough to obtain, This would of course reduce the amount of replanting able to be done. Delia said that no exceptions could (would?) be made,
and "by the way, are you aware that any reference books bought to assist in species identification, techniques, land management etc. will also
have a surcharge of 10% ?"

1 said that they couldn't put a tax on books; they are too important, and that virtually no other country has a consumption tax on them.
Also added a comment such as ‘your government cannot do that, it has just determined that literacy is a serious problem and that measures must
be taken to improve this deficiency. Taxing books is like taxing knowledge and education - can't be done.".... Ithink I've lost that argument on
behalf of us all, too. I did mention Richard L's. suggestion that instead of having a consumption tax, we go for a pollution tax, something along
the lines of making the polluter pay - the use of fossil fuels and high-encrgy inpuls in producing and distributing goods and services. Rich feels
{hat an organic farmer, selling his produce locally would pay little tax, but N.T melon growers and Nth Q. banana farmers moving their low
value produce, by semi trailer/ road train lo, say, Melboume pay a much higher rate, but importers of overseas products pay a lot more. Short
shrifl hiere too - "how do you think our corporate donations to both parties would go?"  Game, set and malch.

Another topic that I chose to discuss was the widespread disappointment of the results of the supposed comprehensive, adequate and
comprehiensive reserves of Oz vegelation promised so many years ago. It seems that just about every state that has been involved in forestry
agreements has been criticised for not going far enough in protecting high conservation areas, but that whenever Mr W. Tuckey, minister for
Forests and Conservation has had his two penny'th of wisdom, he is always on the side of logging and clearing, and forever opposed to
protection. Neither of us could understand why the word/ responsibility of ‘conservation' was included in his administration, as it never enters
into his consideration.

A RESUMPTION OF FOREST BLOCKADES IN NSW HAS ALREADY COMMENCED

Local TV usually covers these activities, and zooms in on prolesters derisively described as 'ferals' - young people of an alternative
lifestyle - and generally ignore more senior citizens who are just as concerned, but who have an aura of respectability with their grey hair,
spectacles and conservative dress. Suits for men; gowns for ladies. Bel you never see thatl

The important thing is that concerned people and the organisations they generally belong to, do try and work constructively with
government and the timber industry but when all else fails, they have established blockades (non violent), and have had some good wins in
saving important ecosystems. These occasional successes have infuriated some mindless politicians - one extremely intolerant coastal member
has proposed that all dole payments be cut to protesters because there are better and important things for them to do. Yes maybe that could be
done, but afler all most of them only want to protect their own future because they know that an increasingly degraded ecosystem will not be

able to maintain biodiversity and guarantee our own future.

FEDERALLY - THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION IS ATTRACTING CRITICISM

A Sydney bird club (Cumberland Bird Observers) comments on "The fairly new (July) draft Commonwealth Enviromment Protection
& Biadiversity Conservation Bill is a far reaching change to Commonwealth environmental law. Is it a forward step? By all accounts, just the
opposite (add suitable cynical comment). In summary, Commonwealth responsibility would be limited to a narrow range of ‘matters of national
environmental significance’, excluding issues like climate change, land degradation, land clearing, and forest protection, which most people
would think were important but maybe not some politicians. Many matters of national significance would be managed on the ground by secretly
negotiated state processes with little potential for public involvement. This is enough to give you an idea of the 'flavour’ of the bill. Hopefully
(his retrograde legislation will be extensively amended before il becomes law."

It is becoming increasingly common for state governments Lo use the phrase ‘commercial confidentiality’ whenever details of
questionable deals or arrangements are sought by those concerned about (lngrant abuses by politicians. Freedom of information processes are
blatantly ignored, and often, court action is unable to be taken due to the lengthy delays in he system, so often the only protection from
detrimental environmental decisions has been federal law. It seems this last barrier to unsound decisions could be abrogated.

BEETLE OF THE MONTH - CLYTUS CURTISI FAMILY CERAMB YCIDAE

These black and yellow beetles are wasp rhirhics. This Probably give’s Somie protetlion froth predation. The larvae tunnel into the
stems of Acacia spp. They have micro-organisms in their gut which dllow them to digest the cellulose that makes up most of the woody tissue
of plants. The adults emerge during summer to feed on the neclar of many species of native plants, and may be important pollinators of some
species. They can be found in areas where suitable Acacias grow in NSW and Qld.
Further reading - Hawkeswood T. 1987. 'Beetles of Australia’ Angus & Robertson North Ryde.
(This was contributed by Judith Brass, years ago and just rediscovered by me today.) Thank you Judith - finally completed your descriptions.

’
e

TREE OF THE MONTH - THE ANTARCTIC BEECH NOTHOFAGUS MOOREI

This ancient species is found only in Cool Temperate RIF and confined almost to NSW, though it gets just over the border into
Lamington NP., the southern limit is near Gloucester NSW. Though they occur in a limited number of isolated stands - at Barrington Tops,
Hastings (esp. Werrikimbie NP), New England and Dorrigo Plateaus, Border Ranges, Tweed and McPherson Ranges - some of these cover
extensive areas. :

On exposed ridges it may be the dominant species forming a dense low forest 10 - 20m high, but in more favourable sites creates a tall
forest with a canopy to 40m. In some cases the understorey is sparse, but in others there can be a quite dense lower strata - oddly of species
usually found in warm temperale RF. The stands of the Iaslings are the prime example of this unusual association. .

Generally prefers an altitude of around 1000m, although the few occurrences at lower levels probably reflect the influence of cold air
drainage descending from plateaux. This tree is almost exclusi vely the host for the beautiful and fragrant Beech Orchid Dendrobium
falcorostrum. Though not previously heavily logged due lo its distance generally from mills, it was used for furniture and veneer and things like
heels for ladies shoes and the old electric light bases. [ also heard that il was used in wonderful products like banapa boxes, though this needs
confirmation. And us old timers remember it used to be called Niggerhead or Negrohead Beech - back in the days of unpolitical incorrectness.
Further reading - NSW Rainforests -Nomination for the World Heritage List. Adam/ NP&WS 1987 ISBN 073052075 7.
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RECENT ENVIRONMENTAL ANNOUNCEMENTS IN QUEENSLAND

We are indebted to a member from southern NSW who keeps the Group informed of important matters in that state. Richard Logan
receives relevant e-mail from the Environment, Heritage & Natural Resources Dept. Rich comments - "It looks like the recently elected govt. is
starting to do some good things early in its life."

Additional Brigalow habitat protected. Goodedulla N.P. about 70 kms west of Rockhampton has been extended by 13,700ha.

This extension will preserve large stands of remnant softwood scrubs and communities of rosewood. Goodedulla NP was declared in 1992 and
takes in the upper catchments of Melaleuca Creek with the Boomer Range running down the new eastern boundary and increases the parks area
to 25,500ha. The original declaration was made in 1992 by the Goss administration.

Cudmore N.P. covering 27,300 ha 105km north-west of Alpha was declared in January. Vegetation includes Brigalow scrub,
woodlands and grasslands on undulating plains, sandstone ridges and escarpments. "Cudmore NP forms part of an extensive belt of Euc
woodlands through central Qld important for animal and bird migration; it is rich in mammals, reptiles and birds including koalas, sugar gliders,
possums various kangaroos and wallabies

Pied-imperial or Torres Straight pigeon's habitat included in newly protected areas. The numbers of this bird have been falling
this century and anything that can be done to maintain their habitat may assist the species to survive. Accordingly, 3 Central Qld islands have
been declared National Parks - Irving, Keswick and Round Top Islands. Irving is just 19ha but includes DRF, Keswicks unalienated 380ha
includes RF "with unusual vegetation including Hoop Pine and seashore (?littoral) RF". Round Top is near Mackay and is a sea-bird refuge.

Another National Park to be expanded is Charon Point (near St. Lawrence), gaining Turtle and Woods Islands and land fronting
the Styx River. Habitats include forest, open woodland, Melalenca wetland and mangove flats with saltpans. '

Mary River Catchment. A study has been commissioned to manage its water resources to sustain future generations. A WAMP
(Water Resources and Management Plan) needs to be prepared before approval of any large scale developments are considered. Similar studies
are underway for other catchments including Fitzroy, Burnett and Pioneer Rivers.

(Ed. T've learned that when you see a WAMP you can feel a dam coming of),0r else just more river water extracted.

Qld's bats to benefit by abandoned mine shafts being maintained for their habitat. Three abandoned mines are being fitted with
specially designed gates to conserve the roosts and maternity sites of the threatened large eared Horseshoe-bat, Semon's leafnosed bat and
several other species. Previously most abandoned shafts were closed by dynamiting their entrances to ensure human safety, but the special gates
deny access to old mines by people while allowihg their contmued use by bats and other ammals Wthh require da.rkness and even le:mpcmtu.res
for their well being.

Many bat species have declined in numbets due to the loss of habitat and destruction of natural caves and the new policy is part of a
statewide strategy to protect threatened species. The initial mines for the project are Hope of Atherton, Mount Molloy and the Phoenician (on
the westemn edge of the Mulgrave Valley).

On the other hand, all is not sweetness and llght at the Dawson River. There has been a proposal for yet another dam in the State
and this appears to be leading to the first privatisation of any Oz river (to my knowledge). Consideration is being given to encouraging a private
company to spend $130 million in building the Nathan dam to impound at least 30% of the Dawson's flow and to then sell the water to irrigators
and thirsty citizens. Local cotton production will increase five fold and lead to a big increase in the use of a chemical Endosulphan, a
particularly nasty biocide. A major concern is that the product, and other chemicals and fertilizers will pollute the Dawson (there have been fish
kills already without a dam and little irrigation), get into the Fitzroy river and drain onto the Barrier Reef. The Qld Conservation Council, as
well as many local farmers and residents are opposed to the plan, and the developer is unhappy with a mere 30% of the water and wants a
greater allocation, even before any agreement is reached. The Dawson is not too far inland of the Bundaberg - Gladstone district. ( This
information was gleaned from an ABC February Earthbeat' programme).

PIET VAN HAEFF REPORTS ON A HERBICIDE WORKSHOP HE ATTENDED RECENTLY

The day was organised by our local Hastings Council (Ed. I should have also been there, but decided to while away the time on the
last N/L). Piet says the day was started with an explanation of the history and spread of two of the major problem species - Privet and
Camphorlaurel - and summarises "Unfortunately the extensive clearing of native forests in the late 1800's had removed most tree growth in
many areas, and the value of privet and c'laurel for shade and ornament was widely promoted, they were planted in parks, gardens, school
grounds and on many farms. It wasn't long before these weeds invaded disturbed areas - land cleared for cultivation and pasture - becoming
especially troublesome on steep, rocky ground not easily accessible to machinery or grazing animals.

Community groups and landholders now have an impossible task in working towards some form of control, to give our unique and
beautiful RF species a chance.

In case there is any doubt about the status of these plants as weeds, it is important that everyone understands their adaption to the
disturbed environment, especially on the north coast of NSW. Prolific seed production, rapid growth rate and lack of serious predators and
diseases are specific attributes which enhance their weed status. Many weeds inhibit the regeneration of native vegetation, but as in the case of
privet and camphors, some often form single species communities to the exclusion of all other species. Speakers at the day also touched on the
powerful toxins &xuded ifito soil and water to the detriment of native plants and animals.

Another major change from the spread of the trees has been a steady increase of Pied Currawongs, both of which fruit in winter when
there is a lack of native species available. Ornithologists consider that this lack of food had served to keep the currawong population in chec
These birds are known to be voracious predators of the eggs and young of smaller bush birds, thus seriously contributing to their decline.

Privet and camphors have a remarkable regenerative capacity, regrowing vigorously from root and stem suckers, so simply cutting
trees down will not control them. Unfortunately the only way to control them is with herbicides - the best time being in autumn when the sap
moves toward the root system. There are different methods of treatment, depending on tree size, or whether they had been cut down or left
standing.

1. Overall spraying of seedlings and small trees up to 3m high. Use 'Grazon' or ‘Garlon' for camphors (they are meffectlve on pnvet for which
use Brush Off').

2. Basal bark spray for laurels up to 10cm in diameter - spray or paint stems from ground level to 30cm up the trunk with 1 Garlon: 48 diesel.

3. Cut stump method - apply Roundup' 1: 1 water to freshly cut stump within 5 seconds of cutting. Use liberally by painting or spraying.

4. Large trees can be treated by cuttmg into the sap stream with an axe, each cut being 4" apart around the circumference injecting immediately
with 1 Roundup: 1 water.

Important Note. It is illegal to use 'Garlon’, Grazon', Brush Off within 5m of a waterway. 'Roundup' can be used w1th care as a stem injection or
cut stump treatment.

Speakers at the workshop included Council weeds officer, Dept. of Agriculture; Land & Water Conservation, Catchment Management;
Landcare."



-9 -

{Ed. Thank you for your report Piet, but it all sounds a bit too toxic for me and [ will continue to use physical methods wherever possible, but
where absolutely necessary drill into the base and inject 1: 1 Roundup'. which I found most effective in my previous life as a bush regenerator.

RALPH WOODFORD HAS ASKED TO HAVE HIS FURTHER SAY ON CAMPHORLAURELS

"In respect to your flippant attitude to the Camphor Laurel issue up here in the northern rivers. You joke about mother nature using
Prickly Pear to cover bare ground so soil wouldnt blow away in wind storms. What is a weed David? A weed to me is a plant that has the
ability to take advantage of mans mismanagement of his environment, They are plants that are adaptable and open to change in the extreme.
Similarly to Prickly Pear, Camphor Laurel is only responding to mans mismanagement through overclearing of the northem rivers region in the
past. Where Camphor is found on mass is generally the steep non usable land in this region. If Camphor hadn't colonised these areas other
weeds possibly more detrimental than Camphor probably would have. The important point here is that Camphor has stabilised these areas,
created wildlife habitat and reduced erosion potential immensely.

The important word that is missing in your next paragraph is ‘anecdotal’. Everything that you have stated has not been scientifically
validated, its just pub gossip and I'm deplored that you have printed this. Eucalyptus oil kills frogs to you know! ¢

It upsets me that all you can do is missinform (sic) winge (sic) and gripe. You give no real answers to the problem. There is no way
with the economic climate the way it is Camphor could be eradicated. We must look at the positives and one of these is that Camphor is a
valuable timber and is in demand in Asia. 1 would appreciate if you printed the previous article I sent to you on this issue as I see you are
definitely biased in you attitude about this issue,"

Ed. Iwouldn't miss this job for quids - this would be about the most objectionable attack that one could ever expect and I am more
than disappointed and annoyed at the wording used.

Furthermore, even my asbestos gloves are unable to handle Ralphs 'previous article' (based on an argument by two other individuals in
an unidentified publication). I must cop reasonablecriticism for matters that I include in RFSG N/Is, but there is no way that these pages will be
used as a forum for disgruntled members to argue about issues presented elsewhere. His opinions on that matter are somewhat more
intemperate than his criticisim of my mention of an (unaware at the time) very controversial topic.

Correspondence on this topic is now closed. ] had no idea that the matter had created so much community division and conflict, even
affecting personal relationships among our Group. ‘
M'LARD! A WORD IN MY OWN DEFENCE ! TOTALLY BIASED NO DOUBT!

I looked through the last N/L very carefully and for the life of me I could not see that all I can do is misinform, whinge and gripe - but
then I looked at it with both eyes open (no blinker on the right one). I also perused other N/ls that I have on file, both SGAP and others. Some
include very little detail and their memberships match - few subscribers. Others, with a wide range of subjects and viewpoints containing
civilised and fair comment by those with alternative positions, usually have a solid membership base.

As RFSG subscriptions are shortly due, no doubt those who believe I can do nothing right will take the opportunity of exercising a
democratic right of voting with their feet and move to a more appropriate organisation which agrees, totally, with their individual outlook and
attitudes. As well, it would save embarrassment all round through having to publish narrow-minded arguments.

I' ve always appreciated good, fair and reasoned discussion as it stimulates the mind, adds to one's store of knowledge and reinforces
the fact that there are always between two and 2,000 views on everything under the sun. I have also found that it is pointless in trying to debate
with a closed mind. This would be a good time to gtiote the brief comment from David Noel as he considered the recent survey re
independence from ASGAP.

"I think that you do a great job, and if you hive off the group out of the SGAP I would like to continue to receive N/Ls from the new or
reformed group. I don't always agree with what you say, but your opinions are usually worth putting out into the light of day, even though they
only serve to 'crystalise' viewpoints, for or against."

SOME OF THE NEW NSW PARKS WERE ANNOUNCED IN TIME FOR THE ELECTIONS

The 380,000ha additional area promised last year were allocated on a totally political basis within three regions of northern NSW,
according to forest conservationists. The north-east comer fared worst because of a lack of timber resources in that district, and of a perception
that the high number of small mills should all continue to operate. That resulted in a decision to maintain most forests for production; therefore
insufficient area was allocated to ensure a Comprehensive and Adequate Reserve System in the region.

The middle zone is based around the seat of Grafton where a Labor minister holds a marginal seat and where forestry and milling are
considered economically important, though employing comparatively few people . It was decided that there were more votes to be gained from
continued exploitation of the forests than could be picked up from environmentalists, so again, a lesser area than was deemed adequate for a
viable regional reserve system was set aside.

However the southern area, probably because of difficult terrain, has historically been fortunate in that much of its area was unsuitable
for agriculture and inaccessible for logging. Here, a fair amount of land was available so it fared well in the number and size of new National
Parks, and additions to‘existing reserves. Around 69,000 ha of reserves, set aside over a very long timeot of s, has been more than doubled by
addition of 97,000ha of new reserves.

The NP&WS Port Macquarie district covers broadly the coast from Taree to Scotts Head and inland to Gloucester/ Yarrowitch/ New
England N.P., a comparatively small part of NSW but which now contains a near adequate area set aside for however many of the millions of
species bes1des ourselvés that require habitat and natural ecosystems, to survive. The district gained about 20 new Parks as well as additions to
approx. 10 existing reserves. Nothing like the huge areas that are usually declared in the arid zones, but some worthwhile reserves such as
Kumbatine NP near Werrikimbie and Willi Willi NPs, of 13,000ha; Doyles River NP (12,465 ha), down to a tiny 62ha Dulcie N.R. Some
very important and long- fought—for areas are now protected, so good news for those of us who live here, visit the region, or merely desire that
substantial ecosystems remain in a natural condition.

I have obtained a comprehensive list of the new areas and additions and will be pleased to forward a copy to members mterested in the
detail. '

MEANWHILE - BACK AT THE (OPPOSITION) CAMP
There were early threats to reject 'some' new parks and reserves, but voters have since been assured that this will not occur....77...

It was found that some of the Murray-Darling Rivers' water was being wasted (a small quantity getting to South Aust and a bit was
going to environmental needs), so the Nationals have vowed to build more dams as well as remove the present cap on river extraction so that
more can be used for agriculture in NSW, despite opposition from the SA and federal governments (NSW already uses 55% of all water
extracted) ..... The Native Vegetation Act, which seems pretty ineflective in protecting much of our little remnant bush anyway, is to be ‘tom up."

Both sides appear to be having a reverse auction as to who will do best at alienating the environmental vote.



- 10 -

MEMERSHIP LIST MARCH 1999 - RAINFOREST STUDY GROUP

Lid Well, I've got to say I have wasled over an hour in trying to get this bloody list into alphabetical order to get it off 2 pages, so 1 had to reduce the font size lo do so. |
{innly believe that pen and ink, though not as neat looking is much more practical and time saving, and I wonder how we have all managed to be brain-washed on the
benefits of computers .

L
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