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" With over one mllllou different plant and .nimd tpder  and hpndndr of ecoryrtems, Australia ir reca@ed lntematlon8Uy u a 
key centre of Ufe on L a d  But our biodiversity ir in trwble. " ('Waver' winter 1999 ) 

GROUP ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SLTMMARY 
Four newsletters were produced, contrtining the traditional balance of raiafmcst topics - horticulture, envhmm~tal and cwYwvatim 

Issues wth relevant social, environmental, m o m i c  and political comment on matters that influence the future mmival of our forests. 
The efficient running of our Group was awisted by many m e m b ,  particularly Patrick Bennett, Pete Smith and Peter Jurd with theu 

admmrrbative help As well, I thank those-who have hosted RFSG activities, publicised us in various ways, and especially people who 
contributed to the N/L on an occasional or regular basis. It was good to be able to meet new m m b m  and to catch up on o h  that I have not 
seen for some time, and in being host to a number of people who k t e d  the long-standing invitation to look at our &denful property - 
"mymg" 

APS (or SGAP) regions have cwthed to send us their quarterly journals, and I appreciate the w t y  to pass on relevant mattas 
m our own NLs, as well as berg kept in touch with research and activities in other areas. 

There has been so much information sent here or obtained frcrm various sources that I have been unable to include many im-t 
Items that I believe would be of peat intu-est to N/L readers, but it is my policy to give priority to m m h  c~mm~nts, reports etc. Those 
whose contributions have not yet been disseminate4 please have @mcc - they will appear in the near future. 

The years accounting. 
h Q m d  I i x B w d  MEMBERSWrP 

Subscriptions 832 Rinting & Stationery 444 
Donations 55 Postage and phone 358 Our numbers are i d a d h l  to last year, with 165 
Bank interest 5 Taxes 3 submibas Non renewal by about 10 people 

Computerrepair 200 was matched by new members joining. 
- ConFe~cnce & In- 
892 - 1072 

3danee Wf 1998 $966. Balance d f  1999 $786 
Our~cesareadequatefortheexpectedcostsofput t ingolr t theN/Lforthe~year ,butas~Jdy2000Iscpectan~ 

m of 10% plus, because of the GST imposts. That will be around $100 extra, and I give you one guess as to where that will wme h. 

GROUP WEEKEND AT PAPPINBARRA IS CONFIRMED FOR 29th to 31nt OCTOBER 
A reminder that this is to be held at the Field Studies Centre, 45 km fhm Wauchope and in the midst of RF country, much of which 

survives to this day As mentioned, wmodation is dormitory or farmb5w style and will be $8 to $10 a day. Our orgaaiser Piet Van Haeff is 
presently at Gluepot Station in South Aust, having landed a job for 3 mnnths as ranger 0x1 the resave - halfhis luck - so we won't have final 
arrangements made until late Sept but in the meantime I can give general details to intaested r n e m h a  who enquire. Pids phone no. closer to 
the weekend 1s (02) 6587 6147 

MEMBERS INVITED TO JOIN A FERN TOUR AT NSW's ILLAWARRA- SUNDAY 10th OCTOBER 
Mark Ziebell wrote "For those close to the Illawaml the local SGAP group will be having a fern tour on that day straLing at loam at 

Sublime Point (top of the emqment). The day will be spent loo- at approx 25 fern species in their natural e n m e a t  at 3 sqmte  
locations, before finishug with plantings of the Fan Study group within the Grevillea Park at Bulli. Though concentrating on ferns, the day will 
be largely spent within RF Anyone interested can give me a call on (02) 42673742." 

AND AN INVITATION TO VISIT A R F GARDEN AT KURRAJONG (NEAR SYDNEY) IN NOVEMBER 
Alan Batley hosted RFSG members to his Blue Mountains property several years ago and feels that we may be intembd in seeing 

how the plantings have developed over the interval. Alan has not yet set the date but suggests that a Sunday in November would be a good time 
saying "pple should ring or fax me and register their interest and I will coordinate it 6wn there. It would be helpll  ifthey let me have details 
of their phone number, fax or e-mail details ifthey have this." phone is 9909 8050; fu 9953 6066. 

A LOT OF NEW MEMBERS TO WELCOME THIS QUARTER 
ARBIA Lisrnore NSW Peter BEVAN Lowood Q. Peter & Bew CORNELIUS Yess8bah NSW 
Mark & Heidi GILLE'IT Crescent Head NSW Robert HEYBLOK Spit Junction NSW MichellePopp Woodbum NSW 

Tina STRAATMANS Port Macquarie NSW Randall & Annie TREASURE Cam h e l l  Vic. 
A warm welcome to each of you - those who have told of their particular interests in the study are quoted in the ' m e m b  page.' Also, I would 
like to express my personal appreciation that we have gained new people from Qld and Victoria - our numbers are a bit thin in both those 
regions 



SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK 
Alpinea caenilea Alphitonirr petriei Amucuria cunninghamii Bmchychiton discolor Claozylm austmle Cuponiop~is 

anacaniioides Eythrina vespertilio Dietes d insoniam Guiw semiglauca Hymenosponun/lrmun Pandoma 
jarminoides Polyscias elegmts Recent donors - Caroline HasLard, Richard Logan, Patrick, David. Requesta to Paw& Bennett 20 
Belmore CCrt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please. 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW MEMBERS 
Graham Caldenmith had spent 20 years in Canberra, warking as a violin &I repaim1 accessories supplier until building on 3 

acres next to the State forest at Kendall. He continues "My love of quality tonewoods (woods specially selected and cut for stringed 
kkuments) naturally ex&ends to the love of trees and their pmpagation. Guided by my neighbods prize-widng bush garden fatmiug RF 
regeneration in his wabawurse, I am clearing ferals from my 1 112 acre forested area and platting appropriate species in the gully. I am also 
growing exotics on an ex-pasture section, mainly maples, to celebrate my European heritage which includes the violin m a k q  tradition. 
From 1980 - 1990 the Australian Research Council funded my research program in violin and guitar physics. One project was to gather data on 
the vibrational proptrties of European, American and Australian tonewoods. I iden-ed Blackwood Acacia melmtarylon and King William 
Pine Athro&~xis selagnoides as the most promising contendem to match Curly Maple (Acer sp.} and Spruce (Picea sp}. 
I have made Aussiewood violins, violas and 'cellos for the past 15 years - appia t ion  of the &rumm?s by leading Sydney violinists and the 
late Yehudi Menuhin gained the support necessary for State Forests and Kempsey Timbers to stage the inaupal Kendall National Violin 
campetition, held in conjunction with the Camden Haven Music Festival. It brought our finest young violinists to Kendall to compete for the 
donated Aussiewood violin and a mid North Coast concert tour which included Byabarra. 
Having been involved in campaigm to save bushland between Canberra suburbs and in ecologically sustainable population wrk, I take delight 
in supporting local ecological protection." 
(Ed Graham was featured in the ABC TV documentary in July, on violin makers in Oz. He has already arranged two great musical events in 
Byabarra that Beryl and I s t t a w  and where we had the pleasure of first meeting him. 

Michelle Popp became aware of RFSG a h  t a k q  to Hugh Nicholson and phoned me for likely 90- af RF seed. I explained the 
situation of our Grwp and thought it may be to her advantage to join. She decided to became a member and wrote *I spoke to you of the 
difficulties we were having in oblaining information and seeds of the RF variety - I had made about 15 phone calls to people that were not 
in- stopped calecting or were not he1pfb.l at all. 
We live in the New Italy area (Woodburn, Far North Coast) and our area has been extensively cleared, used, abused and neglected We have 
had canflicting reports an whether RF does grow in the district, but in the last 4 years, (since there have been no fires or cattle), we have seen a 
number of emergent RF species - white ash, red cedar, fmb8rk figs, elkhornt etc. but while there are healthy eucalypts 30 - 40 years old as a 
top canopy, there is no real understorey. 
We have put in Lily pillies, Bangalow palms, Grevilleas, White Mahogany and Tallowoods. All are going f m t m h U y  and we are eager to 
plant out a 500m x 500m area and are hoping to get same help on how to go about this in an effective way. It was sugg&ed we collect seeds 
hm local trees to mainbin 'genetic integrity', but have been unable to raise any inkrest in this area due to lack of suitable or slwiving 
vegetation. We have owned our property for 18 months, and are ignoraut as to how to collect and treat seed and of species ihtd5cation. 
Though we would like to collect our own material and swap seed, the p r o m  has low diversity sci we are w d l q  to pay for any suitable seed 
avadable. Attached is our 'wish list'. ' 
(Ed Michelle's list caxltained 26 species plus any of the palms, and included lily pillies, mbmict timber varieties, and the larger shrub/ small 
tree species. l've been able to start her off with Gmelina and Spigiwn jmniculclta and I expect Patrick will be able to help her with others in 
due course. If other members could assist, her address is PO box 206 Woodburn 2472. . .... . . . . . It seems there may be an opening for RF seed 
distributors, because if this young lady has problems in obtainrng small quantities of material, many others would be in the same situation. 
Perhaps a commercial venture by the Group? (Would help to pay our GST conhibutions and delay a subs increase.) 

Peter Bevan explained "I am inkmtml in all RF plants as I am planting a M M e S t . '  A&&&& He contacted me again, after 
receiving his first N/L, with details of an exciting project he is arganising, and telhg of his backpund. "I first caught the bug about 7 years 
ago. I work at a coal mine at Rosewood (near Ipswich) which was told 8 years ago to plant some trees on the rehnbilitation areas. bhmgemeat 
asked the Forestry for advice; they sold us 500 various tube stock (mainly Eucs). All but 3 died - perhapg they weren't ready to be planted out. 
I talked the mine into settine; up its own nursery so we could grow our own and plant them out when they were ready and when the conditions 
were right. My first thought was to grow species that would be worth samethin& so we again asked Forestry for information and they sold us 
some cabinet timber seed I was very surprised to find that the seeds came from around Ravenshoe in F.N.Q. w h q  I was raised and where my 
family still has dauy farms. The trial was not very successful, but it got me hooked on RF. We then enlisted the help of Lloyd Bird and Arnold 
Rieck who got us to grow local trees and shrubs, using seed collected in this area (desQibed as 'dry vine scrub), which is going OK. 
When having holidays in Ravenshoe, I couldn't stop ndmiring the RF at the back of the farm. When i was a kid I wanted Dad to clear it so we 
could run more cattle, luckily one of my sisters striongly objected and she won out. These visits encouraged me to try and grow a RF back at 
Lowood where the community was in the process of buddug a sports field. The site included a big, ugly drain that I thought would look good 
c o v d  in RF I started to collect as many seeds as I could, though I didn't have a clue as to what most of them were, but had good success in 
germination; many are planted out and are doing very well. I have now been able to ID. some of the species fhm the books, though there are a 
lot still to key out. Received a copy of 'Fruits of the RF" last Christmas and regret not having it earlier, as I would have been able to identify 
more species. However if you, or any other m e m h  come this.way in the future, I would be glad of any help in identification Have enclosed 
copies of some newspapet clippings on our rehabilitation work at the mine." 

One of those items gives full credit to Peter as being the driving force behind the environmental management plan, in his dual role as 
shift supervisor and n v .  JAs aim is 'to recreate a landscape that, in a few years, will look as good, if not better, than it did prior to 
mining.' Visitlag h e  nrra today, most people would fmd it dificuit to klieve that the sites which have beed replanted, had bsen mined at all.' 

Anather - ' Ipswich 5GWs Arnold Rieck a d  a nine stmng group h m  the ATCV prepared and p h t e d  a 2 ha area, and that the 
revegetated mine site would act as a wildlife comdor, a link between Rosewood's Peace Park and Perry's Knob'. Species planted include lots of 
brigalow, rosewood or scrub ironbark, crow's ash, leopard ash, tulipwood, bats-wing coral, white cedar, red cedar, hoop pine, red olive plum, 
scrub poison vine and rose apple. About 80 Bailey's cypress pine Callitris boileyi have been planted out as part of the RF Recovery Program in 
Ipswich where rare, threatened and vulnerable species are to be grown.' 

Robert Heyblok sought to join RFSG as he has 89 acres at Jamberoo in the Illawarra (NSW South Coast) district. The property 
includes remnant RF though Robert doesn't get a lot of opportunity to enjoy it due to having to continue worlang hard in Sydney for a few years 
in order to pay off the property For this reason he will be a 'passive' member at present but extends an invitation to members who would like to 
collect seed, etc to visit, but points out that he goes there only on weekends. (Ed. He included phone numbers for people who want to take up 
his invitation - I will pass them on to anyone who wishes to look over his place.) 



Caroline Hmrbrd has elabmk~i on her earlier inlrwhctian included in the July N L  saying "Apert hm my p i c m  fw growing 
native plants. my othm ~ i m  is concan for the environment though I am not m a t e d  with my prhcular Oroup. I. m a small gardening 
business and by to mfIuence my clients to lcan ttnvards native plants. There me two c l i m b  warking with R F  species and I f i d  it interesting to 
d u a t c  mies' c h g h g  pzcq&ons, anrl br ing  thm voice opmions on issues that they had previoasiy been unaware of 
My experience in the gowid propagation and g e d  howIedge of RF species began lust 2 1/2 years ago. What I have found is tbat myth 
and mr~information ahund. Whm first conmphting and c h m g  information abut  establishing a plot 11m I was toid it was too hot, too dry, 
lm cold (too many frosts), and so on tlmugh a list of ili8~~umgements. At that time I was pcmnally unfmiliiar of the situation and history of 
the countryside m d  1im. Ollr sail wss against me as wet1 - we didn't really have my, jusl n blend of decomposed ganite and clay the 
consistency of cement. And it was in the mddle of an almost rlpmnc? long drought. So, much to my 'folly and u i e e n c e  I iRartcd Tita fust 
plsntings in the maln gully were palms nnd -ferns and somehow they all survived even though we visited the block very inihqucntly. We 
cleared a Iot aT the existing vegetation and doused Zhe arwr with N A n U  MIN, a crushed rock soil additive, bags of ORGANIC EXTRA and feet 
of mulch and aEowly contrnued plantmg - still during the drought. Now that we are getting g d  rah, life 1s much easier. Perhaps a severe 
winter will prove the u l t b t c  !mi., but a9 h e  goes by we apprwiatc the uniqus topopphical features over our 20 acres more and more. 
121ough it can get hot and &y, we have a big dam and Ute site for our RF plot 1s incredibly s h e l W  We don't have my of the famous red 
Kingnroy soil which I now know suppwted RF sysbzn~~ of various types, and the Runyn Mountains are not far away. Everywhere I go I see RF 
plants, sa mucll for the debactors o f  my concept - we rtre mmunded by an area t h a t d  to support extensive RF b i t e  the nrtremes of 
\tattler 

are improving here, we almost have 'soil' in places - the mulch shadid the grwnd, the organic fertilizer helped the bmkdown of the 
mdch which m turn fed and supported thE warms who thm carried the MTRA MIN into the CEMENT wfiich is slowly king opened up and 
mated. h e  mrdrsd Ihe location and gmwlh rat& af every species and tho@ some an single specimens, most m t  in multiples. To dak, 
t h m  are 230 spcc~w hm 70 findies - @omciantIy DRF but many STRF. NTW and somc from FNQ, both lowland and montane habitat 
plrants." 
Caroline mmrnented lhat as we all find, results vary h m  rapid growth rates to doing nathing for ages, then talring off, m e  flowering well and 
setmg seed, some of which is viable, some not. She does not have special times to take c u t t q a  or sow seed, does whatever as and when 
available. R d t s  vary but says that t h e  is PI ways something obEained G m n h t i o n  results of 29 species she included in the lem proved 
that - mtes of htmm 5 and 100% were lined. (I havc p w d  these on to Pattick for his reoords, he bppenod to t~ h m  at the time I received 
Caroline's note. 1 

Annie Treruure says that they live m submban Melbourne and recently planted a (d) all-A- garden which includes a 
small RF area m a sheltered comer. "Through this experience we d k o d  the APS and its many interest groups. If anyone can assist us with 
some plank, we require to complete the area, it wuld be much appreciated as RP plants are few in Melbume. We are looking for -Eugenia 
wimrdflma. W i a J ~ a l a n i r .  Lwpida~amro ~ f w ,  B h m u  maatem, Potyscint sumbum~olius. " 

ARBEA had been given copics of a couple of  WSG N/Ls and were dcimtly impressed with their content to suggest a miprocat 
cxcbmge of our pubiicatim. Secrctmy W W  Bower mentioned that most of their (RF Bushfcrod Industq A m .  hc.) actlvt manbaa are in 
the NSW Northem Rivers ma, many do have a deep concern for the w t a h b i l i t y  of mtivc vegetation, and somc if not d l  are doing sornefhjng 
in miow m m e s  of replac* or restoring native trees and shrubs, etc on old gmq properties. 

Tina Stmatmans b s  had an &tian with RFSG for time. espia l ly  as a past pmident of my Id AFS Group (NSW Mid 
Nwth Coast) I lna joined the Saciety in 1994 and lives at Lighthome Beach (close to 8 mmmt patch of W), on a n o d  s u w  block, 
with a mainly natrve garden and has nn i n w  m propagation both for ber o w  plantings, to give awny to fimds and for load wildflower 
shows A? a keeu bushwalk with Susan Phillip's group, wakng through most intcrestwg forests in the district has been very educational, and 
now the rune $as comc to look a liMe deeper into the rnystenes of ratnforests. 

HELEN TRANTER REPORTS ON CURRENT EVENTS AT THE NSW SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 
'? would haw more tune to qmd on RF if it w a m Y  for the other local commatian issues m e  can? ipm, w fail to support. We m 

slowly getting mmeurhae with protecting h e  roadside vegetation and our small SOuthan tlighlands Aust Plants Society is now established and 
starting to grow The p r  * W i n g d b i e  Swamp has faken up much of our time - no one seems to want to take the mpomibility for more 
than 300ha of coll trpd m p  We arc still hoptng to hnve it declared a Nature R w e  fw there tw still many important species surviving 
there 

Around Robertson, however, there 1s an increasing interest in RF fig-on with -la of large plaathgs of Acacia 
rnelamaylon m cleared paddocks, and many p p l e  startq to link up their RF mnmmts and plmtings and to remove the privet and holly. V q  
am-. 

bts of Daqphom mmfw s d s  this year (fluffemwbe) so I will send same to Pahick." 
* @F*d Thc swamp had the misfortune to contain dqmsips of peat which attxaEted the in- of a miniug c m p i y Y  That orgadsation uras so 
insensitive to thc unique location and h d  bOen operating most ~ p e t m t l y ,  Wting  in the cotlapse of the dredge. causing mnssive 
cktmtion to the swamp and a d j m t  vegetarian. Such m e  was Foresea by concetned lmls, but action by authorities wss somewhat 
r e l W  and meffectrve agaimr the mjnczrs mtransigence, and greed. The miners have since departed, but their legacy will be long-lasting. 

A REPORT FROM VICTORIA'S EAST GIPPSLAND REGION BY WAYNE O'CONNOR 
Wayne mentiwed h t  his district, too, bas just come out of draw mulitions and he is surprised that most of the RF plants have 

sunived. He was able to wnter them twice a we& but avoided feeding or fertilizing them and this no dwbt saved them. The Red Cedars did 
not sem to mind tills ituauon however, but most of my other trees did ~ C T  with their growth rates. Now tbai the climate has retumed to 
normal I b v e  resumed phtmg, usrrrg DorypI~om smsafms, Euodia e l l e m ,  SSyn'um moorei, Agathis mbusta, lilindersiu breyliana, 
Macadmio integnyoIi~l, Clrptriopsfs anuwrdiodes, PoQ~cias rnurmyi wtuch me all d a ' i  well. It will be intensing to see how tha go as 
they dl camc h m  Brjsbane m 6" pots and are Ihe f - l  RF trees that I havc not propagated myself. However, I did 'harden up' thesc plants for 
12 months so hopefully they will be right I: will send you for Group recur&, photos of the progress of different sperie~ and records, of growth 
rates if you think it would be relevant to our study. 

A method I use and Much seems to work weIl down hae is that when I staa a new stim of W, I mulch m u d  the plants but 
encourage vegetation - m e  gtnss but maidmain~y clover - to gmw over that sation. This acts as a Iiving mulch that protects the soil and keep  it 
moist and as well helps feed the soil as I mow it haPily. It is fairly expcpsive to get any sort of mulch down h m ,  and I won't use hay asit is 
the besl way to b m g  in ilawanted weds."  
" Wayne planted, from memory, e v d  hundred T o m  ciliato a few y w s  ago as a fitture invabrmt in a cabinet timber woodlot. The 
species IS no1 tw far south or its p m t ,  mural distribution so we would expect them to do well - be interesting to find out their size and 
condition when thev are, sav 10 years old 



AMD ONE FROM WEST - CENTRAL VICTORIA AT NEIL MARRIOTFS PLACE 
There has been 3 years of sustained drought in the district; this has caused mixed results in his planted RF, eg Antarctic Beech 

(Nothofbgrts moorei) and Celerywood (PolysciaP elegans] are 1- healthy while the Polyscias murruyi succumbed. 
Neil expressed concern that throughout the state, but parhcularly in his area, thomud of acres of gragsv woodland wi* huge old Red 

Gum and YcIlm~ Hox tnxs m being bulldo7~xl for the plantug of extensive areas of vines and olives. So much tokrustainable development - 
* what a load of garbage that p h m s  is! " 

He worries that some of the varieties being used could be invasive to whatever bushland is allowed to remain, unless they have been 
p v e n  to be safe, saying "too many previous introductions have gone disastrously m n g  - over 60% of new plants introduced in the 
last 10 years have become weeds! Here in Victoria, food plants that are pests include Blackberries - now found in every gully, creek and wet 
area; Olives by their thougands throughout the Wimmera (particularly along creeks and rivers); wild Apple trees along roadsides, creeks, etc; 
same for Crabapples. " 

WE JUMP TO N. E. N W  - BEY CROPTS PLACE AT TYAGARAH 
"We are still plantug trees, though the wet weather has put us back quite a bit. "(Same here Bev - certainly a lot different to Neils 

recent experiences, and to Caroline H & d s  and many other intemtate people). "Gethng f i c u l t  to buy bales of mulch now - suppliers can't 
get onto their land to cut. 

Now that our planbugs are becoming more malure and well estabhhed, we are seeing more birdlife. In June, a Noisy Pitta was seen 
scratchmg around (we've found a few hgd~  native snails in the past year or so); sighted a Log Runner earIia, Regent buret-bitds are regular 
winter +sitars; Whip W are yauslly in residmce as are Rufous Shrike thrush and Fig birds, Phetlsant C d s  r e a d  young carlicr this year. 
Various lW p i p  arc often sea, while the expected smaller birds and Lewin finey- are common now. There. is  a mlony of Noisy 
Miners, plus the usual Cmwongs but we hope that as we change the ecosystem to a more natural state, that these b t s  to other species will 
move away. 

We have achieved a lot in the past 8 years and hopefully it will further improve as we finish planting the block and hxaue the area 
of habitat for forage as we cmm~l~~te on growing a wide variety of bird feed species. These include laurels, Celerywood, Pencil Cedar, Palms, 
Blue- Ash (Bower birds love this), Euoch, Bleedmg Heart (specially for the pigcam) - al l  for hits. We plant species such as Red Ash 
(Alphitonia) and Brown Kurrajong (Commersonia), which host a lot of insects to encourage the insectivorous birds - some of the RF pigeons, 
Bar-shouldered Doves included. 

All this not too bad for what was an open paddock facing the sea, on a hill about a mile inland. Though we lose a few trees 
occasionally in very strong winds, there are many scdlhgs stmhg to 'volunteer' so we expect that eventually the qea will able to regenate 
itself h m  8 h m g h g  starm events that we are sure to experience again. We plant fairy densely - one to 1.5 m centxes which seems to 
encourage rapid growth as we have been told that RF is a gregarious community. The trees certainly seem to show that - they elbow each other 
up for the hght and they seem to like to get their roots together." 

MEMBERS' DOINGS - IN BRIEF 
Among RFSG m m h  who made their way to the SGAP biennial Conference in Brisbane were Mimi W h y  who had armnged to join the 
pre-mdmce tour to Fraser Island, and afterwards on the Nth Qld T i m  tour. She will then spcud around a month travel@ around the Wet 
Tropic areas includmg Atherton, Cape Trib, Mission Beach, Cairns etc. - lucky Idyl Mimi's special inkrest is in locating new plants and 
maintains an extensive herbaria - (still after Citronella moorei for her collection, though h e  orgoaid some fowe for her) but finds the items 
about fiogs, insects and other fauna in the N/L of special appeal. 
Wendy and Brian Fopp, too, were w- their leisurely way from SA to Qld with the intention of visiting various APS Groups and 
individual memba-~ w-hen Wendy was taken sevaely ill, prior to an i n W  stay at 'BooyoPg'. Happily she soon recovered and was able to 
enjoy the conference and associated tom and did spend time here on the return trip. They m k e d  on the difference with our vegetation 
cornpad to their equivalent 100 acres (Much of it in pretty ori@ condition) in the Adelaide Hills - Eucalypt dominatad, mainly Pink Gum, 
Strinaybark and one other . They said little of this habitat survives and added that not a lot of the natural vegetation remains in much of S.A. 
anyway. 
If you would like 'to get away from it all', an associate of RFSG is s e k  up at E U ~ ~ ~ W O U &  @etween Wauchope and Walcha) - 2 acres of 
orgmic land with a duplex consisting of 2 small units without electricity and with tank water. They have not used chemicals in their 10 years 
there; before that it had reverted to bush after earlier use as the site of the village school. h h g  around $90,000. 
Wrdaho~~ia/loribun& - a range extension? David Thomas found trees near Seeham, narth of Newcastle and feels it wuld be an extension 
of its known southern limit. He wonders if other members have observed range extensions, or are perhaps aware of ds~unct occuxma  of RF 
plants? (Ed. Garry Daly m t e  of findug species outside their known range in the Nowra area, south of Sydney but did not spec* if they were 
fauna or flora species. 
Joe Friends home at The Chamon burned down earlier this year. He hsppeaed to be away the time, at Norfolk Island with Neem work. 
When I spoke to him there had been no results firm the inv&igation into the cause of the tire. Much of his research, as well as persanal and 
scntimentd items were destroyed. Not to be daunted, he has done further work on the camphorlaurel problem, mding us a summary of the info 
he has so far obtained. This I have forwarded to the APS Comervation OfEcer, aslung that it be di4cussed and passed on to the NSW Nature 
Conservation Council for their consideration and cmmm 
Ted Teutsch hoo now retired and is spendq a lot more time on his main regmtim project in Sydney - Brush Park at Eastwood, and near 
where we used to live before coming to Booyong'.. Ted has been involved there for maybe 20 years and a once mainly privet dmheted, abused 
piece of bush is so improved and claims I wouldn't recognise the area now. Nor the old, once vlllagc-like shopping centre which has could soon 
have a 12 storey complex of shops and 145 strata units which will join the now ovde~&ped  and o v m w d d  suburb. I suppose all urban 
areas are becoming lookalikes of global CBDs so I have no regrets about leaving such grotty ghettoes. 
Also recently retired is Evan Weatherhemd who lives on the Blue Mountains. He is loalang forward to having the time to move around m&e in 
the future. Hope to see them up here shortly. 
On the move next year too, is Danie Ondinea She now lives in a near city suburb of Sydney but has a properly north of Wollomgmg and looks 
forward to have a more rainforesty garden down there. Danie says that it is womkrful seing Alphitonia excelsa, Ficus coronata, Pandorea 
padotuna etc respodmg after removal of the Lantana and Morning Glory. Birdlife is prolific there, and a semi pmment resident Diamond 
Python and Bandicoots are makmg her impatient for the big move. 
Bumped into Martin Ehenveld in town last week and he mentioned that Anske recently had a complex @on on her shoulder for a benign 
growth but is recovering well. They have arranged a trip back to Holland to see relations and wonder whether RFSG members may like to have 
a day at their Mt Seaview property after their return late November. 



Rhoda Jeavons says she Is running out p i  mrn since the llut majar pIutti~& That was of 300 FIindmim, all of which me doing well 
though a bit yellow &om some ICV winds. She says that them is a new nursery in the area (at Ourhubah) which spocidises ia RF s p i e s .  
mainly wholesaI~ but retail by 8mngmmL Went to Syhqm Bot OrmSens r e a d y  to worship at the shrine (achtzlly a steel cage) housing the 
Wollemi Pine, "amazmg that hey lmve to protect it so". Said thc foliage is .*to Pnunnopiw ladei which they ~ g o w  but it 19 slow in that 
climate, 
SGkPI APS har a d c d  hononry Ufe mwnbsrrhfp to Jan SLed, F ~ C O ~  bcr outstanding aemice to, and iavolmmt with the Society, 
3m has km a m e m k  of SGAP for nearly 30 years, and as well, was one of the first people to join our own Oroup. I have always appreciated 
her regular contributions to this N/l (evea before I W e  l&) and valued her wise muase1 on seved occasions. And what a g m t  state 
J Oumal°Chat Jan pduccs! Art I told her pssanally, I repeat a3 spokeam for Ihe WSG - Well h m  Jan Subseqmt to the recent wnference 
Jan tmk on the additrod workload of Study Gmup Cwdnator .  Never a dull moment for that lady. 

MEMBERS PROPAGATION EXPERIENCES THAT WILL BE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
~ t a c h y s  unceps (Wers Flax) - Heien Tranter d o &  tM sbt got them growing from tbe 'pltmtlets' on the 00- stalk 

and wonders whether this is a cornman h o d  of ppptim She says that the bi& aacm to toke most of the fhit frcim l o d  plents. 
Some of the germination results hsted by Caroline Haskanl mprisd me, so pass on a few of them notcs. (She has obviously 

kept meticulous records and has used m y  methods of sed  trammf). Hibiseu~ he~arnpbiluf - 18month old aaed g m n h t c d  in 6 days 
(20"/5), fcesh seed no results as yet (2 months). H. splendem - fresh secd c o d  gummahng at 7 days. Harpullia pmdula - £id sead 
40% success, 6 months old = 75%. Rhadusphaem rhadmrIhdmrr (&ah) nicked - nane yet (6 mouths> 6 moaths old d e d  in hot warn - 90% 
m 5 *a Otha specim with us& cmnparisans were C&m muhrrlis, Alyda mcifolia, A l p h  d m .  I h d e r  If x k  atmw spue 
sral in a fridge or in sapne specla1 marmm.7 Make8 me look forward to Patricks fume malysis and distributrun of his records, even more This 
mfmation should be published for wide distriutlon and I wader w k t h  WSG must meet the prepatran costs, or if the Society itself 
should? Any suggestions, ns we11 as oiTm to prepare a q p p t e  -tabon to the APS would be appreciated. 

FURTHER COMMENTS ON TOPICS MENTIONED IN PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS 
Useful mfarenetr tar RF IdwtCficatiaa (Heather Ma*' enquiry}. Merk Zieell adds that as well as Trrea aad Shrubs in RF ofNSW and 
Sth Qld', Ihe R a m f o ~  Climbmg Plants' by Willimm and Hardao ISBN 0 85834 293 6 (OK not but an m t i a l  part of RI: eoology7) and 
'Field h d e  to Nahve Plants of Sydney' by Les R o b m n  ISBN 0 86417 639 2 are tdFo that he feels anyone vc~lhukg into the fortst should hnve 
at their ~ B P O ~  

k i t i n g  of T- aparr. That gpaeimm just otrtside the bustliag RF Cmputn Opmtioats Centre here at 'Bo&yoag' still bas r i d  h i t s  
(July), though ememely sparse in n u m b  but providing d c i e n t  A for the resident LPwin Honq&u(s) fm@g there every day. It has 
been flowering rsonbnwusly since sunuucr whch could be u n d  far the species? 
Psyllids. There is now a specific 'psyllidicide', repcats Rhoda Jeavms, though she dixm't h o w  its namt. It could have beea developed for 
NSW Chrisanas Bush but should be OK for ohm plants. TI12iey s\lrvive White Oil spays, avoiding h s  by hiding unda rolled Ieaves. Rhodn 
reckm'Wblte OU is a mikc kindly batmmt for most probl- aad say Richard med not wony about foliage burn as long as it is applied at 
a rate of not more than a 2% solution. 
Swdm pmhmcca Don Yates appreciatts the r q m n m  by to his q ~ c y  on this He shall continue to &yhg to o h  a 
plant, or seeds but m the meantme he obkhed a B. bmssii from Fairhills to go rn with. 
Bush Regeneration Carol Bentley sent a mgazhc item (HI the NSW Natinnal Trust - cabe of its biggtst cnnsavatiam activities is the Bush 
Rcgeamtion Pmgram which contracts aut its expertise thmugb\It Sydney using ova  100 trained pmme1, It has pdu& a leaflet 
cxplauhg the concept of n a b d  regenmation to rwbre &grad4 Wand For mpie ar W e r  jnfonwtion write to them at O b x m h y  Hill 
Sydney or phme 02 9258 0123 In addition, 1 have 2 copies of loen Bradley's 'Brlaglng Bad the Bush' that I picked up at a d e  for 35 each if 
anyone is mtmestd. 
A Query About Peat Mar. Mark Ziebell 1s also mmemed with its ose . "Ym dd use of it in ymr last VL. I have avoided using 
'pat'  ma?u-~als as I believe these b be pmbts fmn peat mining and regartl the cummatian of swamps w b m  these occur to be impattant (and 
our howlcdge of &err role in ebove and below gmrmd m k r  movements to be scant), Hmct my m q x k  in seeing this mentimed given the 
general 'support the envinnment' tone of the newsletler." (Ed. There h v c  k e u  i t a s  in previous NILS of the non-wsEainability of the use of 
pear in hortrculture, end of the ~ v i r o m n u ~ t d  costs in cxplo~tiag this su-. &well, Trevor Detm OM litmature on m e  of the 
alternatives that are as &eclitive of peat - Cocopeat, Brickpest d o k  produets which are the byqxducts of foods obtained h m  plantations 
such as ca~onuts - and uhch the W90 NL at Ihitt h e  advmted should bc u d  as suitable substitutes. 

TWO MORE PLANT ~ O D U C T I O N S  WELlCH HAVE RECEIVED PUBLICITY RECENTLY 
The first was Cfambar(?) grass which is fast through the Top End Ihugh it is qnmdmg out af cmtml in some areas, it is 

still legal to plant it as pasture It is a pmnial developing huge tuasaks and grows to 4 mcfm tall. Ihch plant aontab yast mounts of fuel 
and when ignited burns vmy hot. II  was imported hm West Niica for pshn-e for mntkm cattle. Wbatl a 4m high p h t  for cattle to &7 
Must be goulg to cross them with ghEes. Seriously though, the grass is threatenitlg the mhmce of the woodlm& due to its destructively hot 
burning ability, so we can we11 believc whnt 11 will do to Ihc mensrxm vine forests and thickets m d  expanses of palm habitat that lave as yet 
survived our ptevious wafts on the landscape A m c n t  from a Conservatmn C o m s s ~ o n  ranger was "Mate, W e  tried e m y t h g  against 
i t  - you bad Mter bring in the elephants (ss control)" 

Then, it was advwatd on 'Gardening Australia' 23rd July that a most wonderful plant was a dative of Asia C a l l i m p  dichotoma - 
M u t y  Berry. 'Pbwcrs arc msignificant but it bearsl masses of long-lasting purple berries; is drought and 6-M hardh ctc." Probably i d 4  for 
those who do nat yet have a problem with blackkry. I sort of, often, wonder abut thrwe idiuencing om horticullmal and agridhual 
nctivitiw - do they know something we don?, or are thcy totally out of tow11 with reality'? Maybe its just our evolved two cenhnies of cultural 
w e  whereby whatever is h m  overwas is far suptnor to the dinky di prodwt'l P&ps they are anyway and it is just I wtro is bigoted, biased 
and stupid. Future program may well give mention to the 4 specm of Cullicutp whtch p w  nstutaIly in Oz, and make me feel small md 
mean spirited for my cnlicim 7 

ANOTHER WEED - CAMPHOlRLAOREL - IS ElTED!R NOXIOUS OR IT W T  
Don't laugh - this IS meant lo be serious! It  was announoed mid August that the plant was declared 'a nwiow wed' ia Nth NSW, in 

9 local g o v m e n t  amas. I-Iowever m 3 shires - Tweed, Byron Bay and Ballina it is OK not 8 problem. So in a number of place Camphors 
an: noxious oa one side ofthe road, yet arc OK on the other, and whm rivers and streams me L.GA bwndanm it is amptable on we side but 
not over the water. Is this lie having to drive your vehicle on one stde of the road at a 6Ok limit but go& the pther way you can go as fast as 
you llke7 Or chargmg GST on RF woodlot seedhg of Red Cedar but d o m g  White Beech to be exempt? 



NUCLEAR WASTE COULD WELL BE STORED (DUMPED) IN OUR FORESTS 
But there is only one place to store such material I Where would you suggest ? It seans likely that much of the worlds problem 

material - high level nuclear waste - will in fact be transported here for storage. On the 2nd of March, P m g a  Resources lodged an application 
with the federal governmeat for such intention, mdhrnng long held fears by e n ~ e n t a l i s t s  about & M i n g  an in te rne t id  nuclear 
dumping ground. (There is no legislation prevmthg such action). Opposibon to this scandalous suggestion includes - the waste will remain a 
threat td humanity and the e n m e a t  for 200,000 years; the possibility of an accident at sea, or road accident within our counw, propping up 
a declining nuclear mdushy in Britain and other mtionu; and sanction those countries who genemk nuclear waste to avoid having to deal with it 
responsibly within their own borders. 

Particular concern is being felt because of the our govmmmt's attitude to the nuclear industry - a new reactor in a fairly densely 
populated district in Sydney (dangerous decision) and their intention to have as many new uranium mines established as possible; Kakadu and 
Beverley recently approved, Honeymoon (SA) and one in WA likely soon. 
(Much of this info 6om a Friends of the Earth release forwarded by Richad Logan) 

Recent history of this proposal demonsintca that &hand and secret ammgeanmts were discussed and that the nation was lied to on 
a number of matters, on a number of occasions by a number of individuals The chronology as discovered to date. Reports that 
Pangea had 8pprcached govmment politicians on the proposal. (Th~s was denied at the time). NOV '98 Mmster . . 

for Forests and Commation 
Wilson Tuckey met with Pengea qmsentatives. Dee '98 Minister Minchin stated, unequivocally, that no ministe:~ had held any discussions, 
nor had any meetings taken place. Mch'99. Mr. Tuckey admitted that he had, in facf been involved in discussions with regard to 'a 
controvasial $16 billion plan for a nuclear waste depos~to@. Pangea's Voss admits, on ABC radio, to having lied about appmchm to 
set up a waste dump. His supaiors blamed 'incompetent employees' as being untruhful. (One would have to be incompetent to work for 
Pangs - Its management would be even more incom~tent in not knowing what is bemg said in the name of their own or-tion). 

As well, in March ANSTO (The Aust Nuclear science and Technology Orpusation) revealed that it had attended a series of 
r n c d q s  with Pangea, the American compwy behind the cwtsovmial plan. ANSTO is administered by, and answers to Senator Minchin. 
Also reported to be lnvolved in various discussions with Pangea were four of the p t e s t  despoilers of your environment - ERA WMC, BHP, 
Rio Tinto. 

We have been lied to time after time on this matter, though only two of the people involved have as yet admitted to this. Intelligent 
individuals won't have a bar of such highly dangerous prcduct bemg stored in any of our forests - or anywhere else in my country, other than the 
one place which totally deserves it. Underneath the big horn Imom to ABC htenern as 'Kindergarten of the Air', in Canberra. If they 
want it in Oz, let them put it where no expease will be spared to ensure that it is safe, forever. And if the unthinkable does happen, such a 
lovely bunch of people would be able to admit that they made yet another mistake. 

Euriher, Richard wonders about the present political and business short sightedness in settug up the BewrIy &um operation 
using acid to leach this deadly substance h m  the ground. What happeas when the soil becomes waterlogged and the polluted soils and rock 
strata is flooded - will this flow into one of the various (underground water) basii on the continent. "That deadly material is under the ground 
and locked up for a reason1 I !  !" 

Footnote Since this item was written, it has been amrounced that a low -level nuclear waste dump will be established, probably in 
S.A. As well, Pangea is to move its offices h m  Melbourne to Perth, no doubt with much blpeaucratic and ministerial encouragement. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TIMBER INDUSTRIES AGAIN ACTING LIKE THUGS 
They attempted to ban the sale of a book - "Forest Friendly Building Timbers" - which was being sold by a leading hardware 

organisation and which included suggestions on the use of timber either produced h m  plantations, or recycled material. NAFI thmkned the 
publisher and all retailers with court action, c h m q  the book was deceptive and midearling and tllreatened to use the Trade F'ractices Act It 
seems however, that BBC Hardware, and others, may have been subjected to unlawfd presswe to remove the h d h m  its shelves. A press 
report included WAFTS executive director, Dr Robert Bam, canfirmed that this meant his lobby group, reprascnling the countq's biggest timber 
companies was under investigation." Similar legal threats 6om that organisation have been made regularly on individuals and groups who dart 
to have an opposing view, we are all familiRr with brutal or subtle responses that NAFI members sometimes resort to against forest blockaders 
or others who are umcemed with our survival and the main- of diversity. 

Unfounded threats fiighiened some retailers into withdrawing the book fram their shops, as accmdq to some nawngmts and 
bookshops they u n w  that "the book has been banned." (My local shop stocks the publication and is having good sales.) One of the more 
memorable comments was a denial of the claim "that Augtralins native forests are mtiuuing to d i s q m r  at an alarming rate.' Mr. Bain said 
ind-dent figures s h o d  native forests had been expanding for the past 20 years. They are certainly not in my Wct ,  and cm a recent short 
trip through the Hunter valley, to Dubbo - Orange - Goulbum - Canberra - Sydney and home, virtually wherever we went trees are being 
cleared for such h q . 9  as coal mines, vineyards, wheat, timber, housing. Pcrhnps Mr Bain should leave his office, disregard his own 
propaganda, and instead drive around the countryside with his eyes open. 

Those who, like myself, wish to make an appropriate gesture to Mr Bain and his crude attempt at d p  may obtain a copy of 
Forest Friendly Building Timbers from Alan Grey, Earth Garden Books RMB 427 Trentham Vic 3458. Price $9.95 

DISCUSSION OF CAMPHORLAUREIS IS BACK ON OUR AGENDA 
I believe that we are now able to resume rational and intelligent discussion of this serious problem plant. Sue Walston included a 

stark photo of the effects, as she describes - "hem are a serious erosion factor for stream banks. Around 10 years ago the previous owner 
of this property cut down all of the large CLs around the creek. The suckering, as you can imagine is fiightfid, but far worse is the erosion 
caused by scouring around the very coarse root system that these trees have. We have many examples of this, and after kdhg the CLs by 
injecting (super thoroughly) with glyphosate, are pinning logs to the bank where erosion is worst, back f3h.q with gravel and planting various 

species with their characteristic fibrous roots. 
h e  been meaning to use the scanner so will try to scan a photograph of this into this note". (and very well done too, Sue) "It s h o b  

the root scouring, logs pinned in front, gravel bench and plantmg. It's been under water for the last 3 months and the plants are only just starting 
to emerge with the drop in water level this week." Photo shows very starkly the uadereutting of camphors root systems and low of much 
of the origrnal stream bank Land admuustrators, take note. 

Another item on this plant was a local papex's (Port Macquarie) item that the North Coast Weed Advisory Committee will appoint a 
(part time) coordinator to iden@ research required to prove or disprove much of the antidotal evidence about the good and bad aspects of 
Claurel. Some of us, though not all, feel that the best antidote is a chain saw and bottle of glyphosate, but kn not too sure if 'antidotal' was the 
word that was meant. Applications for the position are now being sought, so if you have a genuinely open mind on the problem plant you may 
be interested. 
You would need a good dictionary to succeed - perhaps one that includes both antidotal and anecdotal, just in case of different meanings. 



ITEMS OF ZNTEREST TO OUR FROG ENTEWSIASTS 
Included in Natural Heritage Tmst 'Endangeml Spdw m', in 1997 $4,500 wae docatad to d t a r i n g  th@md hga 

around Eungelln, $1 9,500 for species of the Wet Tropics md 56,300 far declining Wea of S.E. Qld and N.E. N S ~ .  Another pmposal was for 
$53,243 sought for Reclining Frogs of Qld and northern NSW I am unaware if this mmey was allocated (Pnm~ Richard Logan - off the 
internet) 

Update on Jm Slced's frog pond. Jan wmte ' 1 was given numaom tadplee of various sorts and it has been w o d e d d  to see them 
deveiap. The fish dso multipIid considerably md arc a joy to wtch. Over a week ago I sew the first batch of M y  laid eggs in the pond. 
Thg looksd like those of Ule p e n  tree Crog Utoria c a e r u l ~ :  tk wae amongst the species of tadpoles I'd been given. 

very next day, I h d  a g l m h  in the pond and disco& a wretch& cane toad cavwhng there. 1 managbd to remove it frcnn the water and 
hoped l'd Frightend it enough for it to stay away. - I don't like Wmg things, even toads. However a few days later it was back in the pond so 
this h e  I did kill it. Thm I noticed that both my Wpole and fish populations were sadly depleted I suppcee the toad must have eaten them I 
am keeping a very close eye on the pond now. Majosie brought some tads to refiabish my pond and m e n t i d  that she had read that 
lhinfomt 
Spinach (BIafostsma! nricwlahmr) was good for feedirlg tdpole and brought aome laves for me to try. Wc floated them in the p d ,  within a 
rtay or so thy had broken down to a lovely mushy condition h c h  should be god for the tsds." 
(Ed. Judith Brass mentioned ro me that the fish (rainbows) Jan introduced at the k g b m q  may not houbie tadpoles but they d d  WU eat any 
eggs that they can rid. I p a d  on this info accwdingly. 

Latest news on the h g  ihngns. To date, a tdat of 23 Aust. &ee ha- baar a f f d  by thc discaee, but mqxi&gJy i tdpl ts  are 
not a f f d .  However after metamorphism they usually succlrmb and die too. Little is laKIwn of tk didistaae - how it is spread, any immunity 
which could develop, treatment etc - but it has been found in p o p ~ o n s  in pristine RF and locations where m obvious means of tmmfer of the 
fungus is obvious. 

ANOTHER VIEW ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE EARTH SANCTUARIES COMPANY 
Julie Ho writes in defence of that group saying "Ihank you for raising the issue of the NSW election and how cmmmationists voted. 

you dismswl h e  re- of FSL w h  o p p e d  by =me. mmmatlonists and s n m ~  in the NSW government. 
In my opinion ESL was not advacgtmg 8 votc agarnst the state government, their plea was Yo put our wildlife above petty partisan 

@tics". But zhe issue had already h well and truly politicisad so voters had to how which candidstes f a v o w  the wildlife sanctuary. 
Lobor's Bob &bus (now minister for thc environment) did notll John Wdn-dey of B L  is a radical but reasonable man: 'Hat yout Cnt'.%s 
mesage is that wildlife d v a l  cannot ke left entirely to NPWS, who do not exclude f e d  animals Cmm their lands. 

But what haq oli thts to do with plants or RM I think thnt ESL has k i t h  the b k '  on consemtion of a whore ecosystem, with 
animnln bemg integral to its health. For example at Ymkamurm m c t u q  in the d l e e ,  d l  mmslrpids eat and bury fungi and seeds which 
maintain lichens that hold the soil together. Burning is unnecessary as the animals ufihe plants as food, and balance the regrowth. The same 
principlm apply m a W, where fauna do so much of the pllinatim seed dispaaal and nulnent recycling. We know some plauts depcnd on 
Cassowaries for example. Fsth sanctuaries are a costeffcctjve way of maintaining our biodiversity. They have seen that our wildlife is a 
valuable asset gpd the reason that many overseas visitors come to Australia. They llappily pay to see it, and the wildlife benefits. 

People who visit an earth sanctuary will k astmshm! ed to the bnsh dive with numbis.'boodies, bilbirs and more, Happily 
bmxbg, lree fm f d s  - a luxmy for them1 The human accommodstion. bower, only rates one to 1 112 stars - hardly lavish. 

David, its g o d  that principled sharrhoiks (you nnd me) can quest~on the actlon of ESL (our or@iistltion). 
But how would the ammals have voted? " 

E d  Thank you for your response to my criticism Julie. As I said at the time, then would be very many opinions on the company. It 
now has more than 4,000 shareholders and the objective to acquire 10 million ha of land covering each of the major habitats of Oz. That 
wmts to 100,000 sq. km, or almost 40,000 square miles and is almost twice the size of Tasmania. I must whit to feehg very 
mmdiwtable that any individual or non-govanmast orgmhtion, however laudable its objectives, could control such a vast area. 
Julie's concept o f  that Company may help answer Stwe Sirtcll*in enquiry. He aalcs a qutstion for poople in genual- *and that is to do with 
Earth Sanctuaries Ltd J ~ Y ,  anyone know much about this group d u?lst do they think of its approach? " M y  thou&ts are in our previous 
NiL so Steve could consider two opposing views - perhaps an arbitrator may have mother opinion. 

TEE RXTINCIION OR DEPLETION OF PLANT POLLINATER SPECIES O m N  SEEMS TO BE IGNORED 
The Qld R d o n  Bulletin June '99 c w t u d  the 1998 Bill Tdoch Memaid kcture given by Betsy R Jackes of James Coak 

University under the title 'Plants, hntmals, Sex or I)on'l Kill the M ~ m ' .  Thm wefe 6 pges of rivetling information in this report and 
emyone with an interest in m t m i n g  our fume as we expect it to be, should be aware of its content. Of special interest to our stlLdy is this 
extract. Cln Australian Ws, assorted k t s ,  and particularly beetles, are common pollinators. Large beetlea tad to be clumsy so need large 
robust flowers. Small k t l e  are relatively aple, in which c m  the f l o w  may be quite mudl and grouped together. Beetles are attractmi by 
a strong crlten fruity scent and s o m e t m ~ ~  by cola r......... . . . ." "In mnclus~on, I'd like to stress again the importance of seving the messengers if 
we are to c o m e  arees, look after our mps, and the chance of species becomrng extind. ,.. Where there is a special id relationship, 
then if we lose one we may lose the other. Loss of b m g b i r d s  in South America affects many species. LDss of ncctar fccding bats could l a d  
to a cascade of events - no pollinabon, then no fruits, no seeds, no seedlings etc.. Then what about all the other fauna and flora that depend on 
them? 

So learn to s h s e  the polliaators before it is too late and help save not just our unique native flowers but also our fauna and our 
crops. Are you providing fauna for your flm or are both slowly sufferkg7 Are their gmes Bcreamipg ?+mi me on? Think about it." 

At abut  the same time Pd earmarked the Journal as a worthy item to pass on in our NL, T)w Y a b  tod~ed  on plant pllination and 
man's interference in his recent wide q g  contribution. He e x p m d  some mean witb the direction that Australian Plants or SGAP . 
seems to be heading. T o  grow plants without b e q  involved with conservation is pandering to wmmercial interest3 and could be diswtmw to 
our plants generally. Flowering plants have been a m d  far abut  60 d i o n  years, with two major things in mind - (1) to survive and (2) to 
attract pollinators and seed dispersers. Mae comes along, and in just a few years thinlrs he can rrtake rmprovuncnts on what took the plants all 
this time ie evolve. Changing flower colours or size, or even leaf s h a p  and habits isn't necessarily gocd for the plants ability to survive. If one 
takes the orchid societies as  an example, they have bred hundreds of thousands of cultivars and changed the m i p a l  orchids so much that 
studies have revealed that few, if any, would swive  if put back into their ori@ RF habitat. With orchids the first to dim- in dmbidhg 
RF, and the disastrous burmng off that is occurring, ifthe origds  are lost, what is there to put back should the need arise? The same could 
happen wth native plants and we should ask ourselves, am I just a colledoR Or am I growing for the reason of prcsming plants and creating a 
living seed bank? Fortunately the majonty of RFSG members seem to be on the nght track, I'm very glad to observe b m  the newsletters." 



IT IS OBVIOUS THAT AS A NATION WE ARF, UNABLE TO DEFEND OUR FORESTS ANYWAY 
The crunch came for me when it was mounted that we have sold off our National Traaermission Authority to overseas interests. 

Fancy not controlhug a nation's ~ommuuicatim -1 -sing of the means to move troops and quipmi in defence of the realm is 
a pretty stupid decision too. Government has sold off itc planes, shipping line, railways; closed down naval and armament fscilities, absndoaad 
defence bases and drastically cut back military personnel and privatised many mainhamx sections. Receptly, just north of 'BooyongL a fairly 
large boat drifted ashore and its cargo of illegals dispersed as far as 40 kms inland befare 60 of them were caught! Dunng this episode, sundry 
boat people and all our Dmky-Di smzhers likely trnmpled al l  over an expanse of LRF; perbps one of the few areas where the rare Acranychio 
littomlis (Scented Amychia) still survives. Scotts Head has one of the few known populations of the plant. What pathogens, nasty plants 
and destructive animals arrived with those people. None? - How do we how'? 

We are unable to defend our fishlne grounds near T d  fiam p o a c h  who pillage and plunder the e e r e d  Orange Ruffy, yet 
we have naval ships doing n o k g  in the Persian Gulf, and are presently s q w  five billion dollars on reportedly useless submarines. We 
are told we cannot afford the military pmonnel that we should have to protect our Oz though. What a joke. 
Postscript on this one. It was m o u n d  in August that our defence manufacluing operations (A.D.L) had been sold off, to a majority farcign 
owned (French) group. I hang my head in shame at the stupidity of the politicians that my fellow Austtaliams un~;Kmgly choose. 

TIMELINES AUSTRALIA P R W C T  - REGULAR OBSERVATKONS % RECORDING OF DAILY EVENTS 
Ros Runciman mentioned this project, also described as Seasonali@ in Alcstmlia which was developed by Alan Reid in Victoria. Ros 

mnintah a record book covaing her region - the Hmkr in NSW - b a d  on a set of expimatory notes, and which had provision for regular a d  
qxtematio recording of o w  m$ural p w  such as plants currently in flowr (or bud., fruit etc); birds seen on that day (or we&k 
examples of animal behaviour, w d m  phphenm~ insect life cycles and so on. P&p we may come to realise that our inherited view of the 
Europem sasons of spring, summer, autumn and winter perhaps may be inferior to the abori@ detemhtion of (I think) 7 separate and 
definite m m m I  watiatims. 

Beryl and I have been doing samething along the same lines, but on a very irregular and sporadic basis - recording such thrngs as when 
Bladder Cicadas are heard, Erog c d m g  durations, bird s @ q s  etc in a dmy or day boak Merely for pemnal interest. 

Dave Bray had a similar idea in mud, mentioning this to me soon after Ros had given me the sunrmary of Timelines Project so I 
passed on that info to umsider. His personal interest is a bit more specific, to mncmlmte on building up a picture of the fauna and flora and 
supplementing that with the geology, climatic effects etc with a format eag-tmw by both the recorder and by any later users of the information 
gethercd. What of a m b e r  in 100 years who seeks a specrfic sightq of an animal who may have to sieve through tho- of pages of 
recards? He thinks he may have in mind a record sheet for each individual species commencing when an animal is initially slgbtedl identified, 
and gdmlly the details build up over time. He has drawn up a basic sheet for (manual) field work; multi columns for species, location, 
habitat, date observed, etc but would like a mnputer expert to canfirm that his design would be approphte for a data base operation.where it 
would need to be stored. 

Dave had earlier spoken to Geoff Williams (local biologist) who qgmrkd that it would be best to be very specific - select a group of 
planW nnimals eg ferns, cicadas dung beetles and survey such limited p u p s  thoroughly. This would no doubt be a valuable record, but would 
not an accumulation of apportunistic observations prove just as useful in years to come? 

Could we have some discussian on these ideas for a RFSG project to record rare and endangered plants and animals over a wide 
range? 

APPARENTLY TEtERE IS MONEY IN ABUNDANCE FOR YOUR FAVOUlUTE RF PR<U&CT 
Try any or all of these honey-pt~ for a gmnt to expand an whthg area, to restore a degradr;d remnant, or even to d l i s h  a forest 

for environmental obligatiw an- in Oz.. By hr the bulk of projects approved to now have been in rural lwtions, but towns, suburbs and 
cities are all eligible for funds, and in fairness there should be a lot more ongoing activities in such places. Same of the sources for grants 
include - 
Total Catcheat hbagwwst, Landuue, Rivercare, Salt Action, Algal hbmpmd, S- Wntemk, Phosphorous Muciiaq 
Rivercare 2000, Rivers Reborn, Key Rivers, Dunecare 2000, (3edng 2000, Tidy Towns, Bushcare, National Reserve System Progmm, Fann 
Faredry, State Wetlands, Pastures and Rangelands, Wildlife Refuge, Voluntary Consmation, Farming for the Future. 

Then there are Fencing Assistance Schemea - NSW has just allocxkd $1 5 million to mmmge landholders to protect renmaut habitat 
or to fence off areas bemg regenerated; Rate Relief and diffamhl schemw are avdeble in some states, or in particular local 
pmmmt meas; Land for Wildlife is a Victorian initiative jointly odministntd by its Environment Dept and The Bird Obsemm Club. This 
scheme alone now has nearly 5,000 prqxdcs involved and its success has encoumgd WA, Tas and SE Qld to set up similar systems. 

If you are unable to access any of these, there is always (3nxnmrps or other work for the dole schanes. h4hkk  Kemp is always 
lookkg for new ways to keep the unemployed occupied and will consider any mk-work pmpsitim You cwld try big business groups for 
money also, the Largesse of many of these has been proved recently with the generosity of their 'encouragement' of political groups. For example 
prior to the 1998 Federal elections Coles Mya donated over $220,000; Pacific Dunlop 98,000; Channel Seven 56,000. Sevaal large well- 
known developers each handed ova several hundred thousand, big financial groups over a half million. In NSW alone, Corporate inducemmta 
totalled over $2 million ! The bulk of the money was given to the L i W  Natiod walition, because they wen always going to win that 
election. It will be i n n  to see wtm gave what to the @es prior to the NSW March electians where Labor was the odds on favowitis. 
(Personally as a shareholder I would prefer fatter dividends; as a cansumer l'd betta appreciate cheaper pmducta rather than by helping out 
likely decision makers who receive public fundmg myway.) However, my point is that they obviously bave a lot of money to donate to good 
causes, and what better cause could there be to restore or improve our environment 7 And RF ecosystems should be well at the top of our 
priorities because of their biodiversity, as well as their ancestral and intrinsic beauty. 

Finally if you are unable to obtain money li-om any of the above, just ask the federal gownmat  for some of their proven largesse. 
For example instead of wasthg $150 million on that ridiculonrly n a n d  and lhlpid idea of The Multl-f~aloq. Polis where almost aU ttw 
money was sq- on fat cat M e s ,  feasibility studies, and consultants fces. The asmiatad intermtianal lobbymg, saninars, and juuk& 
never produced one cent in i n v e s m  a house, factory or university, or even an emhn~~~ental restoration project. Nothmg to show for any of 
it. Just imagine what we could have achieved with a $150 d o n  M o r e s t  progmmme! What has become of the genius *o arranged this 
fiasco? More than likely he runs a consultancy business now, and not an Oz environmental protection organisation. 

And if none of these agencies/ organisatid programs are able to Gnance you, why not approach the International Olympic Committee 
- they seem to be awash with fUnny money and perhaps some gutlty consciences would like to 'square off" and help improve some area in a 
presently degraded state. 



BUSH FOODS AND BUSH REGENERATION AT RELLINGEN NSW 
Beryl and I finally took up Jan Parkin and Ross Macleay's invitatian to catch up on their regaeration efforts since we last saw their 

sites almost 9 years ago, and spent a very enjoyable couple of days with them. Their 150 acres is basically RF - wet sclerophyll vegetation 
which had a fair share of the exotics well established in that district - mainly lantana, privet and camphorlaurel, as well as a nasty grass 
Pasplum Wettsteinii which is kwming out of mi101 in many areas near the coast. It was heavily promoted by the Dept. of Agriculture in 
recent times 'as being of value as providmg pasture by growing well in shaded loat.ions and in forests'. It surely does, and is of increasing worry 
to land managers because of its rampant growth, blankettng large areas and totally excludq all other species. Jan has found that selective hand 
weding together with a paper mulch over dense patches of this pest keeps it under control. Their work will lead tv its eradication on their 
block, but is a constant effort. Lantana is being hand pulled as this has e t d y  been proven to be the cheapest, quickest, safest and most 
effective method of removal, and sites even of once dense coverage are quickly colonised by native species, providing sufficient follow-up of 
seedEing removal is maintained. 

Dunng our visit in 1990, Ross dmmslmtpd his method of deahg with the problem plants privet and camphors. Quite a simple 
exercise - all you need is a h m .  He virtually ringbarked them, sap& to big treesized plants, by wound&$ pounding/ removing a strip of 
pahaps a couple of inches right around the stem, just above ground level. An occasional follow-up is requ id  to knock off coppice shoots 
below the wound, and providing this is carried out the plant loses vigour, drops leaves, h g u d e s  and dies within a year or two. I wondered 
whether they still found the method satisfactoq and was shown the demo areas of 9 years ago which had a total a h c e  of the once dense exotic 
species. Recently treated trees and large saphgs were loolung poor and forlorn Obviously effective, cost efficimt, chemically h e  and safe. 
Trouble is it doesn't krease the nations GDP so it wan't be too popular with the economists. 

One of the bush tucker plants that Jan grow is Davidsws Plum Davidrmio pnviens varprunens, the Qld variety. They acquired 
about 50 d i n g s  soon after they settled in and have picked fruit for some years now. Jan m t e  last February saying that the trees were 
flowering well and hoped for a good crop, seeing that it was a part~cularly good season They were abrmdmt with fruit dunng our stay in June 
and Jan was pleased with the crop. She has strang demand for a v o  Jam' made fbm the fruif at local markets and retail outlets, and they enjoy - - -  
(so did we) the excellent wine that the plums make. (Members who attended the &athering at Baoyong at Easter '98 were also fornulate in 
trying both products). They gave us fiuit to make a nice batch of wine and it will be intaestiag to compare some of this with that fiun Rubus 
r w w i u s  and Ficus c o m t a ,  which are presently mhnhg well, at the next RFSG get together. 

We spent a little time helping than in bush regerreratian on Bellinpa Island dunng their regular weekly d f m e n t  in rest- this 
rare patch of surviving NSW lowland RF. Ross and Jan showed us over the island and explained the history of its recovery since the team of 
volu11tem started work there in1 984. The number of people involved has been pretty constant at around 8 individuals, & marning each week, 
weather permitting, and the results are ranarkable. They have not received any assistance fram the local council or otha agency. We were 
impressed with the progres the group had made since we last saw the Island 9 years ago; with areas totally weed infested to that time now 
showing a dense tree cover including mature-stage species as well as pi- and secondary vegetation. (There was an extensive report on this 
RF in an earlier N/L - No 10 of Sept 1 990 and I must ask Ross if he would give us an update). 

They pointed out a particularly nasty plant recently seen there - D e d i u m  sp. - Silver-leaf Desmodiur**a dense mat@ ground 
cover which has numerous 'hooks' along the stems which far too often capture and crucify the lovely Dwarf Tree Frog Litona den&& and 
BIeatiag Tree Frog L. dm&&. Ross considers this plant as 'nature's velcro' and mentioned that this is yet another gone-.baserk introduced 
species - a sub-tropical legume rewmmdd for pasture by w a l l e d  experts who seem to have noawareness, or &am, of such introductions 
to the wider environment and of d t a n t  effects on parbcular plant or animal species. 

PAUL BRADY TELIS OF SOME -G EXPERIENCES IN TROPICAL RF IN SOUTHERN THAILAND 
"From the end of November last year until mid-February I was worlung at a technical college near a small city called Nakhon Si 

Thammaral. Outside the city is a NP called Khao Luang (which is actually the name of one of the momhim). For less than $1 you can get to 
the park using local transport. On a day trip you can follow a stream uphill, passing a number of waterfalls. In some locations you can have a 
dip but expect to be nibbled by small fish. Plants included fishtail palms, Ficur, Diptemtpus ,  Eugenias, Lwm, Hibiscus, Bcganicrs, 
Arisaema, pandanus, bamboo and many orchids. It is possible to organise what is a three day trek to the summit of the mountain and back using 
one of the park guides, though I unfortuakly didn't have sufficient time. At the top which is known as cloud forest, there are Rhudcddmm 
which flower around Apnl. Wildlife includes tigers and clouded Isopards. 

Economic activity includmg tourism are having deleterious effects on what ranains of quasi wilderness ereas in Thailand. Many 
tourist l d o m  end up kmoyin~ what same people origmlly went there to enjoy. Part of the problem is an scceptaace (even demand) for the 
tacky. A good case is the removal of original vegetation and its repl-ent by coconut palms on Koh Phi Phi for the £bung of the movie 
Beach'. It seans many people prefer the Hollywood m t y p  of tropical forest over the real forest. I was however pleased to stay in one 
resort area, Ao Phra Nang, near Krabi wfrere there is a nervous balance between the e~~vbnmmt and development, It proved to be a very good 
base for exploring surrounding areas - nearby is perhaps the last littoral RF. This can be visited on a day trip (one of many tours avaihble at the 
resort). I was rewarded on my trip there with Tacca (bat flower) species in flower (black) along with orchids and pitcher plants. Also 
observable there are teak trees - these have largely gone the way that red cedar went here." 

AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO GRAB PEOPLES AlTENTION IS TO CREATE AN URBAN RAINFOREST 
Don Yates (near Fraser Island) believes that this works. He knows that many of US feel pretty helpless and at a loss to mdmtd the 

priorities of many people, and we fight a losing battle in &mgq attitudes and perceptions. But creating a beautuU RF garden - if one is on a 
small block - attracts attention, and when others see how unique and outstanding these plants are they hopefully will ~IY and copy, thus h k q  
the first step down the path of wmnt im  and appreciation of nature. 

He had intpndd to send a list of the species he has growing but after M q  all of them on a card system it came to over 150. Made 
up of trees, shrubs, ferns and orchids on a small block 20m x 34.4m. Not all are in the ground as ye4 and I suppose he needs room for a house 
somewhem there too. A current project almost finished is 'a delightful section at the back with a dry creek bed as a feature, along with several 
pools and bridges but it doesn't take much space in Australia to grow an awful lot of RF.' Anotha point of interest with his situation is that 
during the month of June, about 50% of the plants are either in full new growth or coming into it. Many of these are Erom FNQ highlands, 
though none from other areas were womed by an unusually very low mhhm for his district of just 3O. 

THE THINGS STEVE SINCLAIR DOES TO GRAB THE HEADLINES 
He spent a night wrestkg wombats, assistug a friend who is studying their population structures. W e  had to catch them, 

anaesthetise them, clip on tiny reflective ear tags, and take Skin and fur samples ..... Very unusual fun. We spotted the beasts grazing with a 
mghtscope, and then simply ran after them and tackled them. Extremely strong little buggers - like muscley little bricks. I now sport a wombat 
bite on my tummy! " 



BUSHWALKING THE WOLLEMI WILDERNESS IS ARDUOUS BUT REWARDMG 
Just 70km northwest of Sydney is the longest snndatme gorge in NSW, situated in the State's largest wilderness. Piet van Haeffand 

three iiiends were privileged to spend 9 days of mostly trackless Wallang through some fantnstic gorge country. Piet writes "Access to theae 
gorges is mostly difficult - sheer cliffs bar progress between river and tree clad ridges and you must traverse steep slopes of sand dtmmting 
with rocks and dense vegetation. 

Commmcing at Newnes allowed us easy access as we followed a track along the Wolgan river. This area was the habitat of many 
Wmbh and Red-bellied black slakes, we also o b x d  a group of yellow-tailed black uxkatoos searching out large moth larvae in wattle and 
Eucs. Using their bill like a stcthosq~,  they sense the sound and movement in the wood and then use that powerful bill to excavate the grubs. 

The fvst nights campsite was made memorable by a near run-in with a faal bull which fortunately soon dcpartcd the scene. AAer dark 
we heard the whistle of a bomb f w ,  the unique call of the infrequently enwtmkd Sooty owl. 

We followed the river fiom here, the easiest route along the bank, over large boulders, through dense stands of water gums, or in the 
W o w  water where it was cormnon to sink waist deep in quicksand. Fortunately unlike those movie scenes wfiere people are completely 
d l o w e d  up into the depths of the earth. We were intrigued by a pillar about 8m high and less than 50cm wide, close to the river and 
cansisting of mks b o d  together with clay, topped off with a large rock. Somehow this totem had stood the test of time as the soil around it 
had eroded away. We arrived at our wmvi te  at the junction of the Caper& river with ample time to climb a nearby peak to view the country 
we had traversed and what was ahead of us the next day. The views were spectmh and we had the added banus of a diamond python sunning 
itself on a rock ledge. 

The vegetation ova  theae srmdstone ridges is on poor soils and is mainly dry w w d h d  of h b a r k s ,  smooth-leaved Angophora and 
yellow Bldwaod with an understorey of hard leaved shruba; their intricate beauty is easier to qqmciate than the scratches &om the prickly 
foliege as we puBh thm+ The evenings mtcrtabnmt waa a cham of h g s  reeanbling the souah of b y  soldiers wing an little tin drums, 
acmnpnied by the 'oom' of a Tawny hgmoutb. Bnakfast was ammpmied by Lyrebird lyrics but all too soon we had to resume the walk 
Progres was slow and again boulders, thick vegetation and quicksand had to be dealt with, plus d k q  in the river where sheer walls of ruck 
edged both sides of the stream. It took 8 hours to travel the 9kms to the junction of the Colo t Wollemi rivers, where we set up camp on a 
white bank of sand with massive cliffs pock marked with caves towering above us. 

The next day, we leave our tents and equipment, tahng just water and near empty back packs as we entered the Wollemi river gorge to 
follow the river upstream loohng for a way up the Culoul Ridge where we had previously cached food in a cave.. The Wollemi's waters are 
black, like tea, probably firom tannin fmm dmposing vegetation. Giant black boulders are scattered along it, inttmpmed with still pools 
edged with white sandy beaches. Ascending to the top was steep and ditficult, c l i m b  rock ledgea where a slip could have meant a sheer drop 
of 50 metres or more.. It turned out that we climbed the wrong spur, later fhhq an easier way which we used to return to the gorge with the 
food. 

As we travel frPtha r b w n m ,  the Colo river $ocames a series of long deep pools with intamittat cwcndeq  rudung through 
boulders. Reflections of the orange coloured cliffs in the deep, still pools had an extremely beautifid and dmmtic effect This stretch of the 
river is hcmiingly beautiful and spectacular but pmgress also becomes more difficult as we cover more rocks, scrub, smdbanlcs, quicksand, 
and creek mmings - over, under, sideways, down, backwards forwards and a r o d l  We wondered when will it end? 

Rivabank vegetation is predmainantly water gums (Tristrmiopsis laurina).bul the red brushes of Callistsmar and clusters of white 
flowaed L,eplo~pesnnum are also prevalent. Pockets of RF with Smdpspes figs (F. m ~ ) , C o a c h w o o d  and Blueberry Ash bang dominant. 
Water &inks and lhgm are common along the rivds edge. On the final leg of our journey the river is deep and wide and can only be crossed 
where there is a blockup of boulders where water rushes through, about waist deep. We manage to h v e l  lOkm in as many hours. 

We relaxed on reacbg the base of Bob T&s track with a swim, before climbiing out along the well graded path back to civilization. 
As an alternative, some people choose to lilo down the river after heavy rain, which may be quicker and easier than wallung, but be 

warned - a flooded Colo am be quite temfying. We saw flood debris accumulated 12 m above the water level. Rest assured, the hard going of 
tbe walk is well crrmpeasakd by the magruficent scenery and relixshq river pools." 

WE CAN THAM( THE 2000 OLYMPICS FOR TEE DESTRUCTION OF 'PROTECTED BUSHLAND' 
From 'Native PImta for NSW' - Apr 99. "A report from a Sydney paper (SMH 17.3.99.) 'Council clears jwvtected bushlrmdfir 

Olympic Games worK. It seems that contractors for Bankstown Council c l d  bushland at Georges Hall in Sydneys south-west to 
mmnmdate  the Cyclmg Vttodrome. In this case it was CmberIsnd Plain Woodland, recently 'pmtded' under the Threatened Species 
Canserva(ion Act It also mntamd Acacia pubescm, also protected. Of course there will be much cunstcmntion in Council and much 
wringing of hands. Conciliatory noises will be made and investigatrons made to ensure such a thmg could never happen again. Well 
landscapt with native p h t s '  they will say and one wanders how many Cmtamuntfrn Wattles or QuEensland Silver Wattle will be planted to 
replace the Acacia pubescens and pollute whatever bushland remains nearby. In the end the Velodrome is built, Cdmcil has its and 
another piece of Sydmys bushland d i sappn ."  
(Ed Well said Brian. All NSW APSers will miss your iirst class editorship of the NSW journal, and that editorial was a pretty good swan song. 
RFSG members wish you well and I have partt~cularly appreciated your 9 years effort in that position. Trust that we maintain some sort of 
contact in the future. 

MUNDULLA YELLOWS - A STRANGE NAME ...... BUT A DISASTROUS PLANT DISEASE 
My ori@ and recent a w e n e w  of this extremely serious disease was h m  our APS SA. Journal Aug '99. It is having a serious 

impact on native trees and shrubs in S.A. h e r e  it was first noticed about 20 years ago; as well it is now in NSW, Vic, Tas and WA. Dr Frank 
Pcdgm, a plant pathologst with a wealth of experience in plant diseases believes that MY. is of equal if not greater concern than is 
Phytophthorn. It progresses slowly but it is always W. The main symptom of M.Y. is a distinctive yellowing of leaf tissue which begm on a 
few leaves on just one h c h ;  only after some time do moet leaves yellow. Sometime;s, leaf and fruit deformity is associated with the yellowing 
leaves. These symptoms then spread slowly until the whole plant is involved - it then dies. The symptoms are e s p e d y  evident along roadside 
verges. After a mere 20 years of awmen-5 of this possible environmental cntrtdmphe, prelmmry research has actually commenced to see if it 
is a virus. 

The SA report indicates that a total of 338,000 has been allocated for research though it is estimated that 5500,000 will be required for 
a vital 3 year study to find a solution. The article suggests that those wishing to lend support to a campaign for Commonwcalth fiuu&ng for such 
research should write to Hon Wilson Tuckey, minister for forestry and conservation and Senator Robert Hill, minister for the environrncnt. 

The second time I heard about this disease was on an ARC current atbus propm'iate August so an ewmcncss of the effects of M.Y. 
is getting through to some people at least. Perhaps Messrs Tuckey and Hill might do something, but don't hold your breath waiting on them. 

Well I have run out of space once again - and I still have a very hlgh pile of members comments as well as a 
mountain of (currently) topical and serious matters to pass on. I don't b o w  what the answer is though. 
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