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" Suddenly, As rare things will, It vanished" (Robert Browning) 

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST NEWSLETTER OF A NEW MILLENNIUM 
Despite the hype that we are entering a new millennium and a brand new century, the spin doctors are just one year early with their 

declarations as the first day of January 2001 is the mmmenmcnt of both events. But January 2000 marks the completion of 10 years of my 
leadership of this Group, and therefore the start of my 1 1 th year. In that time I have put together 40 newsletters that seem to have been 

,.- ,generally well received as I've had just one abusive criticism and a series of (I assume) mild rebukes from another person. There have been a 
number of suggestions and several constructive criticisms that I believe have spurred me to improve my editing, by encouraging me to think a 
little more deeply about what I write. 

However, I do not plan to devote a M e r  10 years to running RFSG - I do want to reduce my involvement somewhat and spend some 
of the k d - u  p time in mcenmting on gettug a more localised, regional subgroup running on an effective, idluential and more personal 
basis. 

Probably the real New Millennium would be a good time for someone else to become leader and or N/L editor. A 12 month joint 
administration may be a wise arrangement - would somebody decide to take this on and let me know soon7 

THERE IS. HOWEVER A LOOMING PROBLEM ON CONTINUING W S G  ON ITS ESTABLISHED COURSE 
I ark each membd to conrider the fobwing &ads seriously, and tell me your s u g g t s ~ ' ~  to a c h  a sdfuctory  outcome. l& 

ASGAP recently passed a motion which (basically and briefly) ensures that the ruling that Study 
Group members belong to a SGAPIAPS group is complied with. 

There is a very good reason for this requirement. Simply it is the rush to litigation which seems to be increasing at exponential rates 
and though so often unjustified, our legal system is M e r  mmuraging such frequent abuse of individual responsibilities. Insurers are naturally 
enough clamping down on such activities and it is becoming impossible for incorporated organisations to provide cover to non-members. Of 
course it would be simple to ban non members from attending any activity that could even remotely risk a legal chip,  but antidismimination 
laws would likely prevent such 'denial'. 

On the-other hand, a s  I have often said, I suspect such r u h g  would affect over half of our memkrship and I believe any attempt at 
compelling the bulk of these to join or rejoin SGAP would fail, thus ensuring their resignation or eviction. Readers will be aware that I have 
spoken against implementation of this ruhg for some years but will have to toe the line when it is enforced. 

Of course I would like to believe that RFSG non-SGAP members will flock to join, just so that they may continue to receive my regular 
words of wisdom, wit and worry, but being a realist know that would not be sufficient incentive to many. Also, I am aware that quite a few 
RFSG subscribers just donY have a spare $30 or W0 to pay our most worthy Society to support its many worthwhile activities. 

I would not be prepared to put in as much time and effort into the N L  to a mere say 70 m e m h  as I do with the 160 - 170 we have 
maintained for many years. And we would also lose the input of many regular, knowledgeable and observant contributors, quite a number of 
them with a scientific andlor botanic occupation or background. Then I'd expect a further decline in numbers, as those with interests in specific 
RF related topics no longer see discussion of them and decide to withdraw from RFSG too. And, quite fi-ankly, (I'm walkmg on eggshells here 
too) many non AF'S members contribute a bloody sight more to these pages than do some Society enthusiasts. I know that the majority of those 
who never put pen to paper are learning, or suffer from lack of time, or perhaps are not confident about commenting on matters even though they 
are particularly interested in the particular subjecys) and am quite happy to have their membership. Their numbers help to keep printing and 
lncidental costs lower on a 'per head' basis'. 

Hence another problem arises - an increase in subscription costs. Presently I pay a more than reasonable printing bill of $10 a page (on 
10 pages) plus actual paper used. In effect, this works out at around 62c to print each N/L. It will still cost $10 a page even for just, say 80 
copies, and each NIL will be $1.30, plus postage etc. Even without any GST impost, fees will have to go up by $3 p.a. and I suspect that further 
membership losses will result from such increase. So - it's all a vicious circle! 

Ifyou inherited the wisdom of Mr. Solomon, your decision will be more than graiefrruy received however any suggtdon ai all 
wiU be important in injhencing the hteresls of RFSG, its present membership, and itr future 

REPORTS ON SOME RECENT GROUP ACTIYITIES 
The October weekend at Papinbarra appeared to be well appreciated by all parkipants. Members from Sydney - Carol Bentley, Carol 

& Trevor Deane - made special hips to be there and to spend a few days with us at 'Booyong'. Trev has a parbcul-r interest in butterflies and 
moths, so as well as passing on some tips on these invertebrates, he identified additional species for our fauna lists. Others came fivm Kempsey 
way and Killabakh to join local members at the venue. It was pleasing to have 17 people at the Centre for an annual general meeting of RFSG 
though we were unable to resolve the loormng memhshp issues. A number of us took the o p p o ~ t y  to look at Piet Van Haeffs nearby RF 
garden with its many unusual, uncommon, and superb specimen plants. Papinbarra's vegetation is worth a look - it's in the Mt. Boss State Forest. 

Mark Ziebell's offer Lo members, for the Illawarra area Fern Tour had just one of our people join. Thanks Alex, and Mark for the offer. 
Alan Batle) invitation lo lnspect his now well established early piantings and recent extensions elicited just one phone enquiry, so it 

has been deferred. However Alan is more than happy to host, at Kurrajong, any interested member(s) at a mutually convenient time. You will 
find h s  phone1 fax numbers 111 the Oct NO, 



NEW MEMBERS TO THE GROUP 
Phil AVERY Kempsey NSW. Hilma DAGGAR Comboyne NSW. Bruce SPENCE Balmitl NSW. Darryl WRIGHT Morayfield Q 
A warm welcome to each of you - those who have told of their particular interests in the study are quoted in the 'members page.' . 

"THE RAINFOREST - SPIRIT OF THE LAND" 
This is the title of a lovely little book. 'a selection of classic Australian pdetry with contemporary Australian' photography. 

One of my favourite verses - Through breaks of the cedar and sycamore bowers; Struggles the light that is love to the flowers; And, softer than 
slumber, and sweeter than singing; The notes of the bell-birds are running and ringingH (by Henry Kendall) is acc<,mpnied by a photo of two 
massive buttresses - probably White Booyong or Yellow C a r a k a  - dominating the undmtorey, and taken at Domgo N.P. NSW.. It was posted 
locally, the tag simply saying - "To David. Thank you for being such a great Study Group Leader. From gratell mernbus." I am very much 
touched by this gesture and I shall treasure the book always.. . . . . . . . Thank you, whoever were involved in such a pleasant surprise. 

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK 
Alpinea caerulea Amucaria cunninghamii Bmchychiton discolor Cupaniopsis anacardioide~ 

Dietes robinsoniana Doryphom sassafras Eustrephus latifolius Hedycarin angusijolia Hibiscus pondunyonnis 
HymenosporumJlavum Melicope elleryuu?o Pandorea jasminoides Recent donors - Helen Tranter, Caroline Haskard, Richard 
Logan, Patrick. Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please. 

I WIU BE MORE THAN HUGELY INFURIATED IF THESE PAGES ARE USED TO INVADE MElMBrCRS PRIVACY 
It seems that many sources are pirated, to gather virtually any available information to build up 'profiles' on most of the population. It 

seems that the Packer/ Axiom group are buildmg up a massive data base, commencing with the electoral rolls, phone book, property deals and 
most likely medical and other personal details. We were amazed to receive the recent Aust Post 'tell us all about your personal details' booklet 
but shocked to hear that many people actually filled in this inquisition and returned it . In the hope of winning a BMW car? Doesn't everybody 
know that this will be won by some executive's mistress? We received, unsolicited, an offer from David Jones to accept a discount offer 
~8m- They sought such helpful information as date of birth, mothers maiden name, driver license details, landlordl mortgagee 
details, previous address, name of relative, bank informzition, employment and financial details, other credit cards etc. Another constant surprise 
to me is the number of people who fall over themselves to show anyone who asks, their drivers license. I understood the license entitled one to 
drive a motor vehicle and at no stage was it set up to be an I.D. card. Even though many people are dumb enough to give away such private 
information, I don't want any individual or organisation whatsoever, to steal any membds personal information on activities, or even their merest 
interests reported in any RFSG NIL ......... ....... The problem is - how do we prevent this h m  happening? 

CAROLINE HASKARD HAS BEEN BUSY WITH MANY LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
She has been very much involved in organising a new SGAP Branch at Nambour Q. and this has now become an actuality, 24 members 

signed up from the inaugural meeting in August. A great effort indeed. Being a glutton for punishment it seems, Caroline is branch secretary 
and writes the bulk of its monthly NL. And still has time to propagate, plant, work and correspond with various people of like-mind It is hoped 
to get the new group involved in regenemring some of the remnant patches of vegetation in the district, so she bought one of my $5 copies of 
Bradley's 'Bringing Back The Bush' for the fledghg branch library. 

Replying to the question I asked after seeing the seed germination results, "no I don't store seed in a fridge, just in a packet in a dark 
cupboard. May use the fridge later, but this is my 'trial', and yes I do keep extensive recards of ev-g to do with all my plants. I feel that 
this is terribly important. Loo@ back on my research, I must say that some of the results are surprising but all factors are dierent in each 
place. When I described our soil as being not overly plant fiendly (Peter Bevan described it as 'bloody hard country'), one good t h q  is a pH of 
6.5 which is consistent over all 20 acres." 
- -- Said-tht spring in the region Mrin&rif&ly dry, hot md windy. Perhaps thnt encouraged some ptmts to flower for thcir f b  lime - 
Hibiscus splendens, Guioa semiglauca, Bmchychiton bimuillii, Elaeocapus reticubtis, Rhodosphaem rhodrmthc.,~ and wonders whether they 
will set seed from their inaugural flowering. She mentioned that a week spent tripping around the NSW north coast last year was a bit scary - 
although seeing some nice RF and attractive National Parks, it was shoclung to see widespread devastation. "It's everywhere." 

BRIEF EXTRACTS FROM A COUPLE OF LETTTRS FROM RICHARDLOGAN 
Richard too has been busy with many aspects of &rowing Rf, and in obtaining relevant environmental subject matta from the internet 

and e-mail (see details later) for Group records. The garden species list is up to 350, with another 30 odd to go. Been some incredible winds 
around Wollongong in winter and the brickyard has copped a caning; some plants lost virtually every leaf. Despite this, a totally stripped 
Flacourtia sp Cooktown is now covered in magrdkent red-orange hued growth, a lovely plant. 

(At work) "we now stock around 60 species of Aussie RF plants, although not as popular as roses or potted colour - sales are consistent 
and increasing bit by bit. Maybe my influence at the nursery helps the situation but other members of the staff are learning the virtues of our 
little beauties. Austomyrtus and Syzigium are the most popular though Acmena sp Normanby River sells quite strongly. The last batch of 5 
advanced specimens sold out within 2 weeks. I feel that this is due to the fact that the new growth is such a beautifid blood red in colour, let -- 
alone its beautiful, hanging foliage. 

His October update included many notes on growth of garden specimens - eg Sterculia q u d n ~ d a i s  in abundant flower, with every 
terminal branch having a good bunch of flowers; it is under 5 years old and has finally set some h i t ,  just 2 pods but at least a start. Many 
.4mencls and S~zigiums are either ;J? flower or bui as are lots nf other plats. E d  n m k s  are kcreasing new *e  plants ere becoming 
established, and it is surprising how many plants they are bringing in. Many Ochna serrulatas and the occasional Coffee plant are of concern, 
though they are responsible for a plethora of Solanurn aviculare & Omalanthus populijolius 

TEFERE IS A GROWING MOVEMENT TO BOYCOTT ENVIRONMENTALLY DESTRUCTIVE COMPANIES 
The woodchp industry was the origmal motivation for such action - everybody hates woodchipping (except big business and 

governments) because of its destruction of ancient forests, public subsidies and minimal employment. Companies active in this plundering are 
AMCOR, BORAL, NORTH, WESTFARMERS. As is said, 'Companies are more predictable than politicians, if mething hanns their profits 
they'll stop doing it." Boral of course has a bit of a history of dudding the public, it copped a hefty fine some years ago for 'pnce collusion in the 
supply of concrete.' N o r h  origrdly gamed notoriety through its NorthParkes mine from a major bird kill arounu ihe tadmgs dam. In 19% a 
worker was killed at the mine. Slon. learners though, another 4 miners were died there last month you will recall. It was then claimed to be 'one 
of Australia's best run mines' Pity help the employees of the rest of them, then. 

BHP too, deserves boycotting because of its atrocious environmental record around the world. 



NEW MEMBERS TELL OF THEIR PARTICULAR INTERESTS 
Bruce Spence from Sydney says "I am finitdung off as Ass. Diplama in Londscapc design at Ryde TAFE, and sorachow I find myself 

becoming more and more won over by the potential benefits of using rf plants in garden situations. So many gardens in the suburban areas here 
are now too high in nutrients (Phosphorous esp. I) for the Banksias and Grevilleas that o@y grew there Ground water in many areas is 
laden with soluble nutrients from neighbowing gardens further up the cakhmml. I am endesvouriag to accumulate as much information as 
possible on the growth habits of RF plants in a garden situation for the Sydney region. So I am inkrested in your study group for those reasons." 

Phil Avery has a property out of Kempsey, much of which had been cleared previously. Natural regrowth is bringing back local 
species on the approx. 150 acres they occupy. The habitat is of mainly dry and wet sclerophyll forest, though a wide variety of RF species grow 
along the creeks, and are increasingly appwhly in other suitable areas. They decided ngainsl general replanting letting nature take its course; 
any plants brought in have been put into the house gardens only. 

Darryl Wright mentioned that he too is employed in bush regenemtion, workrng at Burpengany Creek just north of Brisbane. The 
RFSG certainly has very many members worlung as bush regenmatom, or who have a fair acreage of natural vegetation that needs some type of 
activity to contain exotic or non endemic species. 
Ed Our daughter who has been living in England for 10 years has just returned from a trip to Ascension Island in the middle of nowhere 
(literally) and wrote "The forests are fighting a losing battle despite being covered with darmant volcanoes and cinder cones - eucalypts, prickly 
pear, feral donkeys and sheep, rabbits, rats, mice, land crabs, Indian mynas, canmi= etc. are big trouble. The Poms will never learn!"What 
canIsay7 

Conversely, Morton Kaveney m t e  that he will not be renewing his subs to RFSG - "not because of anything you have written in the 
NA, since I have always been a keen comemationist and afp?e wholeheartedly with the ~lentiments you express - although I think h more 
pessimistic about the future than you are. But, for some reason h e  lost interest in APS and have not renewed my rnemkdip ."  (Ed. I am 
somewhat disappointed, because though Fd not met Morton, rd heard that he was keenly aware of the ~nvironmmt and believe that like myself', 
he is not overly pessimistic, but a realist. See later item. 

DANIE ONDINEA RECOMMENDS SOME PLANTS TO USE WHEN ESTABLISHING FROG PONDS 
(Danie is one of many RFSG m m b  who also belong to the Frog & Tadpole Society and sent the following info that will be useful 

in encouraging frogs in your garden.) Danie has orgnnised a "Frog Plant Service" in association with FATS and Sydney's h d w i c k  C m u n i t y  
Nursery. Suitable plants available include Tassel Sedge Carex fascicularis; Tall Sedge C a m  uppnesso: Native Arthritis Plant Centella 
asiatica; Swamp Goodenia Goodenio paniculata; Pennywort Hdrocotyle peduncularis; Swamp Hibiscus Hibiscus diversiJolius; Knobby Club 
Rush Isolepis nodosa; Mat Rush Lomandm longijblia; Water Primrose Ludwigia peploides ssp montevidensis (m one - v q  s& 
& Knotweeds Persicaria decipiens and P. Strigosa; Water Ribbons Triglochin pmenun, and for 
larger wet areas (I'd suggest), the Common Reed Phmgmites austmlis. The service sometimes has a Saw Sedge Gahnia sieberiana; Woolly 
Frogsmouth Philydnrm lanuginomm and Tassel Rush Restio tetmphyllus ssp m e i o s t a c h  available for sale. 

There are other plants considered suitable for frog and tadpole habitat, though little is known of many of them in cultivation. Danie 
would much appreciate being toid or how well tt~cy go, and if they cape with unqccted conditions, also how much thc frogs use them. Here at 
'Bwyong', visitors will be familiar with tlie water plant growing strongly around the edges of our dams - Sclroenoplectus (syn. Scirpw) 
mucronants and which supplies vantage points and calling stationsto thousands of frogs each night. 

Most of the plants on Daniels list are also found at Byabarra, both near to RF as well as in bbggy places and along the creeks within 
the forest, so they are definitely not out of place in a garden RF situation. Also, a number of the plants attract butterflies, native bees and seed- 
eating birds and are therefore especially important to the naturalists within the community. Danie has sent me a concise description of the 
plants mentioned - in-d readers mat obtain a copy from her via FATS, or from me for the price of a couple of stamps. She intends to trial 
this service for a year as supplying water plants is more difficult than terrestrial species, but will provide them for the long term if people are 
interested. 

The decision to set up this supply mmgcmcnl came about because of concern that people had obtained mnd plants from questionable 
sources, and maybe a know-it-all friend said "you know the pride of your pand is a noxious weed from Venezuela?" The environntentaUy aware 
may have gone to the local creek to pinch some plants from the reserve. Chances are t h w e  collected another exotic pest and are about to 
spread it even further around the neighboirhood. So ready availability of native 'bog' plants known to be suitable for h g s  should help to reduce 
the spread of exotics and enhance local environments. 

DANIE ALSO MENTIONS A NEW JOURNAL FOR LAND MANAGERS AND BUSH REGENERATORS 
The editor is Tein McDonald, well known in Sydney and North Coast bush regen circles and who started her training in a National 

Trust team which included Beryl and me, many .fears ago. She also spent a good deal of time in administration of the ' a d  with local 
government, so has a broad knowledge and experience in various aspects of management. 

It is called Ecological Management and Restomtion: a journal llnkmg science and practice. It is produced by the Ecological Society 
of Australia (ESA) Again, I have a detailed summary of the journals intended content and could send interested members a copy, but it may be 
advantageous to contact Tein direct with enqumes and ideas. Dr Tein kddkmila PO BQX 2 24 Wood- 

PIET VAN HAEFF COMMENTS ON FROG DISAPPEARANCES 
He believes everyone is aware of the global phenomenon of the vanishmg frogs and wonders whether the French have something to do 

with this fact. Are we aware that they have consumed a staggering 40,000 tons of frog legs over the past 6 years? Most of this is imported and 
often taken from wild populations. It takes about 20,000 frogs to make up a ton. (Ed. My calculation is 800,000,000 in those 6 years, or one 
hundred and tlmty million Gogs each year are eaten in France alone.) It is not just the French that import them; USA, Belgium and Italy also 
import large amounts. About 12 tons of frogs legs are impofld annually into Oz for human consumption. (Ed. That is a quarter of a million 
frogs. One must wonder whether new settlers to OZ who are used to e a t q  these animals raid the wild to obtain fresh food as well.) 

However the decline in their numbers and loss of species cannot be solely attributed to human consumption. The amount of chemical 
insecticides (to replace the frogs which performed an effective and free insect control program) has increased dramatically. Those chemicals 
also kill frogs which results in the use of even more toxic compounds. A vicious circle! Other causes of hog disappearances have been 
attributed to the Greenhouse effect, affectmg populations in pristine areas includmg National Parks. In Europe and the USA, acid rain has made 
breeding ponds and wetlands acidic, preventmg spawn and tadpoles from mpletlng development. Of course lanrl clearing and other human 
activities have eliminated many b r e d q  sites. In Australia, sahty caused by overclearing has caused a serious decline in hog ppulations. 
The introduction of Galaxias (Mosquito Fish) has had little effect on mosquito numbers, but they do consume large amounts of h g s '  eggs. 
Aquarium fish released into waterways also have been implicated in the spread of a virus to which frogs have no immunity. 

Indeed, our frogs are in trouble (Furthcr readmg - "Nature" magazine published by the Australian Museum.) 



FIREFLIES AND REGENT BOWER BIRDS IN GOOD NUMBERS AT BAGOTMLLE (N.E. NSW) 
Alison and Bill wrote mid Sept - " For the last few evenings we have watched the fireflies at dusk. There are lots of than fitting 

mund this year, probably because it is wetter than d, Do other members have them in their forest? I expect yey are reasonably common 
though we only seem lo have them in Septcmkr.. And we've had some good visitations fkom birds recently too. Regent Bowerbirds enting the 
fruits of trees that we have planled and others Wt grow here natudly. They have been on the Grevilleas seelung nectar, particularly off the 
Honey gem. Then they move to Elaeocarpus reticulutus @mk form) and then on the white one. Next, they go to a fruiting endemic Psycotria 
lonicemides. Then to a planted Mackinluya macrosciodio when its a b W t  fruits were ripe. They stripped it before we had time to collect 
any seeds to sow before going to a nearby Eupomatia laurina growing naturally. Huge flocks of Topknot Pigeons have been on the Cabbage 
Tree Palms on our block and locally.' Alison also mentioned that a prime adjoining bush block is now in safe hands, as daughter Karen Thumm 
(well known to frog enthusiasts) and her husband bought it recently. It had been sale for some time and they were mmmd that it may have 
been destroyed for agriculture. 

They would now be back from 6 weeks travelling around W.A's wildflower areas, and mentioned that train fares Sydney to Perth have 
soared since the recent privatisation; now too costly to rail your own vehicle so they organised hmng of a campervan. 

GARRY DALY HAS BEEN BUSY WITH THE CONTINUING PLANTINbS AT HIS CAMBEWARRA PROPERTY 
Deciding that the only way to clear the shnrlehouse was to get stuck into more lantana patches to plant out in spring, when the Swamp 

Wallabies would be less inclined to taste-test any replmxmmts. Species put out by now include Bangalow and Alexander Palms, Elaeowqms 
gnandis: Sjzigium spp, Ficus spp and a heap more species than room allows me to list (I have sent the correspwdmcc to Patrick for inclusion 
within his data base.) 

As many of us with unkind soil or vafjing rainhll have found, Garry too has considers that advauced spximens, around 2m in bet, 
seem to do better than either tube stock or semi advanced plants. At this stage they are generally out of Wallaby reach and can be protected 
with a dense surround of broken branches, though those known to be favoured food still require tree guards. He spaces plants h m  2 - 4m 
depending on whether they will bccome eventual giants and says it is remarkable how just 30 trees will fill up a quite large area. Many 
interesting species came from Anders Boferdt, Oliver Carter and Steve Tomquist, a batch h m  Burringbar Nursery as well as other sources. 
This has bee the best year for planting out for 9 years, with regular light rain and occasional downpours (6"over 2 days in Oct) keeping 
everything growing well. 

Interesting snippets included in his 4 letters include - gn the environmental front, proposed development on the Illawatra Escarpmeat 
was refused partly on his evidence that loss of closedl tall open forest h t e n e d  rare, endangered fauna (Tiger Q.d & Stuttering b g ) .  It was 
determinsd that the land was unsuitable for development and may be come under public ownership as a National Park. Another submission was 
on a subdivision in 19 10 involved developers selling blocks which don't have building approvd and covered with sedgelaad, woodland 
and open forest where several hreakned species have been dekted. He hopes that this proposal is canned also, but either way the public will 
pay for the developer's gain! Also. "I went out to Young last week (Oct.) to do a fauna assessment for a Voluntary Comervetion Agreement. 
Detected Superb Parrots (about 30), Turquoise Parrots (5) and Squirrel Gliders. The country was remnant Ironhark woodland, adof.l~er forest 
environment that has been really hammed, especially in this area - the south western slopes of NSW." 

"Recently went up to Bellingen and looked at the Island, home to a colony of Gtcy-headed Flying Fox and noted that the ground 
covering weed Wadmmg Jew is being gatherod up and piled under black plastic."(Ed. A technique used by the volunteers to save carrying out 
large amounts of weed as it eventually rots down under the cover. Jan and Ross reckon the only problem with this tmtment is disturbance by 
young reptile seekers who sometimes don't replace the plastic over the weed mounds.) 

A recent article on Oz earthworms reported there are 350 native species known, but 66 exotics have been hfrdwed so far. 
A new plant on the market for those with small spaces: "The Green Island Fig said to grow to just lm high. I just obtained 2 

specimens - obviously cuttug grown but with fruit at 150mm high Perhaps we could obtain h t h e r  details of the species for a later NL?" 

MIMI GODFREY DESCRIBES HIGHLIGHTS OF A RECENT STAY LIP NORTH 
"I enjoyed my time with the ASGAP oonfaence, despite gettmg bronchitis as many did. While in NQ I spent 3 nights at C m d y l i s  

resort at Cow Bay - an unusual set up, well done enviromentally I would say. The room, a few feet off the ground, had canvas walls and roof, 
but still had a tiled shower, and toilet. Also there is a bunkhouse where most of the young ones stayed, males and females a l l  in together. It 
was rather wet - rained at night heavily and also in the mornings but cleared up by a h n o o n  - the walks were sticky and slippery. There were a 
lot of named trees etc., but of course they name big ones where you can see neither leaf or flower, though many of the tourists did not 
care - they were just having 'the RF experience.' 

While on the pre-conference tour to Fraser Island I was nipped an the bottom by a D q o  (thought at first someone had pinched my 
bottom despite my age, but only a dmgo was in sight!) Seaned just the sort of a nip as though to say "OK I am here, how about some tucker?" 
At Binge1 Bay near Mission Beach, a Cassowary joined me while wallung. A-tly the cyclone destroyed or damagd many trees and little 
fruit was available to those large birds - they have been entering human spaces w&ng food, even coming to the cutdurts of Cairns. A friend 
who lives at Binge1 Bat feeds one bud he calls 'Hoot', with bananas. When they walk beside you, you realise what big birds they are. The local 
comer store had a Sunbirds nest hanging h m  the veranda roof. Never a dull mmmt in Nth Qld. 

However I fear for the RF of the Cape Tribulation area; now a good road has gone through the visitors have multiplied and I have been 
led to believe most of the land is privately owned and so prone to development. It really is a beautilid area. Those who haven't yet seen it - do 
so before it all goes. 

The Mission Beach area remains relatively undeveloped, thank goodness. Too far south, everyone wants to do the Dainttee bit. 
Mission though, has a very good Environment Cmtre m-d plenty of g d  ur&s. YOE c d d  spmd s week there anc! walk a &ffm.t e:leqj 
day. You may gather this is my favourite place in NQ. I had 3 weeks there this time but previously spent a lot of time there when I had my 
Kombi van. " 
VAL WILLIAMS COVERS DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE QLD CONFERENCE TOURS 

"I joined the post conference tour to the Atherton tablelands where we had excellent guides - Tony M e  (CSIRO Atherton until 
recent retirement), Peter & Ann Radke and Rana h Gary Sankowsky. We saw an inmesttug range of RF trees, ferns, orchids, vines and smaller 
plants such as Boronia specrabilis. Very sad to see all the clearing that has been done in the small area the Wet Tropic's RF occupies. Yet new 
species are still being found there. 

Peter Radke gave an excellent talk on replanting RF based on a long, professional experience. Bill Mcdonald presented a good 
overview of RF in S.E. Qld and I am enclosing copies for RFSG files. 

You. article in a previous RFSG N/L "Is Conservation Important To The Society?" inspired me to write a reply (which I did not send 
to you!) Instead I presented it at the meeting of the Regions' Conservation Onicers and I believe it is going to reappear as a statement in the 
ASGAP newsletter. " 



DOROTHY AND LAURIE MEADOWS ARE sJUSTIE'IABLY PROUD OF RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
They wnte "It has been nearly a year since we called at your place for a chat. The seeds and plants you gave us are gaining height. 

We were glad to make a new fiend and now we have some news we would like to share. 
We entered our 'Orana Rainforest' in the Native and Rainforest Garden section of the gold Coast City Council Garden Competition this 

year. Judging was in early Scptmber and we were ovewhelmod with surprise to receive 1st place. Another award which was also given to our 
garden was 1 st place in the Most Ecological Sustainable' Garden We had prepared some notes on the establishment of our garden and a 
property layout plan for the competition and enclose copies if you would wish to include them in a RFSG NL. 

Although we already invite people to visit our RF through our advertisement for plant sales in the Qld Bulletins, and on the Internet, 
we would welcome any RF.S.Groupie who wanted to call in to view the garden at any time." 

The Meadows are at Tallai Phone/ Fax 075 539 2191 
Eqhnatory Notes - OT4M RIrSnford: "The wholly replanted RF covas an area of approx. 2 acres and en- a southerly facing slope 
composed of deep laterite red soil down to shallow alluvial flats on each side of Womngary Creek which curves for 150m through the prom. 
As part of a beef cattle properly the area was almost totally cleared. During the early 1980's 14 Avocados and 14 Mncadamia nut trees were 
planted among the few solitary remnant Eucalyptus, Box Gums and Wattles. 

In 199 1, in an effort to stabilise the creek banks which were sulking erosian following poor development decisions by adjacent 
developers, we started planting Rf trees alongside the creek. This was followed by planting the slopes to eliminate continuos rnainbmmce 
cutting of Setaria grass exkthg there. Ideal conditions have resulted in rapid growth in many of the species planted, aided by heavy addition of 
mulch in the early days. AU organic scraps fiom the houwhold, pnmhqs and scrap timber augmentad by grass clippings from lawn mowing 
contractors are still added, t~ cool and feed the soil. 

Due to the expense of purchasing trees, we soon oommmced collecting seeds and growing our own plants. Many seeds are now 
available from mature trees on-site. Since the formation of the canopy, most of our efforts have been in the planting of understory species 
including shrubs, ferns, cordylines and lomandras etc., but trees are still being planted. Several rare and endangered species are flourishing in 
the forest. 

The result has been a great increase in the number of huna species present in the area - 5 species of fro& are regularly ob-ed, 46 
bird species plus unidentified extras, eels, turtles, fiwhwater crustaceans and water dragons in the creek which is a more healthy environment 
now that it is cooled by the natural shade provided by the vegetation." 

RF GARDENING IN TFiE NSW BLUE MOUNTAINS - DES TUCK'S PLACE AT MT RIVERVIEW 
"As I am writing to you (in July) I can hear the small birds moving through the garden - Scrub Wrens, Eastan Spinebill, Silvereyes - a 

great sound. Others come about during the day - Fantails, Wattlebirds, Parrots and others I have not yet identified. Had good success in 
gaminating Cas&mospom alphandi (100%) and Dmidsonia pnrriem I;emyana) (90%) from fresh seed using 50:50 sand/ peat. Bangalow and 
Kentia Palm seed sown January have been very slow, perhaps seed may have been too old or else I am using the wrong technique. Of other 
species sown, the sole Sjvigiurn wilsonii seed that the 'garden raiders' kindly left me has been the only one to germinate during winter. 

You may recall the previous dramas with the perfume of Eupomotia laurina, my dog, a Doberman has taken a liking to the ripening 
fruits. He sniffs out the ripe fhits, tugs them off the bush and eats them. Obviously enjoys them and has no ill effects. The Oct '97 N L  
included my report on a sole surviving Rhod~spI111era rhodunthema of a batch earlier germinated. It was then 45cm tall and has since been 
planted. It is now 3m and doing nicely. 

In reply to Jan Wilton's query on seed sowing media, I generally use 50:50 coarse sand and peat moss which seems to work on most 
W s .  I have used 100% coarse sand for Hibiscus heterophyllus with good results. Have yet to by 100% peat moss (or peat substitute) in a 
plastic bag. 

Obtained a copy of Jan Sked's 'Plantmg a Native Garden in the Subtropics' - am enjoying it very much and endorse your comments 
when reviewing it in the April N/L. I parhcularly enjoy re-rading the NLs since joining the Group; the knowledge and expertise of a great 
many members is fantastic and I thank them and you for the informative articles appearing in each issue. It is beyond my means to provide any 
scientific research or delve into the internet as I have neither any qualifications or a computer. However as an enthusiast I try and contribute 
something worthwhile to the NL." 
(Ed I have no doubt that many will agree with me in mmmenting that we don't always need qualifications (or a piece of paper that could mean 
notlung anyway) or be involved professionally in a natural science. All that is required is an interest in the subject and an ability to observe and 
record. Being aware of where to find published knowledge is a big help, as is lolowing who to appmsh to seek o-obtain information. Visitors 
to Byabam who have looked at Maurie's insect collection are suitably impressed by his knowledge and skills in putting together a collection of 
insects, specialising in butterflies and moths, especially as he had little formal education and worked in a sawmill. Great place to observe, 
collect, and learn though. Can't do all of that in a city occupation generally. 

Des enclosed a list of the RF plants he grows on his block - incluhg about 20 fems and orchids - there are around 250 species in all. 
That number would put him near the top end of our growers so I assume he has some acreage to do all that. 

AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST - BOTH EXPANDING AND CONTRACTING - HOW ODD 
Piet Van Haeff notes that Sclerophyll forests at the wetter ends of their range are currently undergoing dramatic changes, caused by 

lack of fire and the subsequent invasion by RF species. CSIRO scientists on the Atherton Tablelands have determind that around 30% of the 
potential habitat for one of our rarest marsupials, the Northern Bettong has been lost due to invasion by RF plants. 

On the other hand, Carol Bentley passed on an itan from 'Australian Landcare' Mch 1999 which commented that some of our rarest 
marsupials have retreated to the tops of the highest mountains in the Wet Tropics in a bid to avoid the fatal consequences of long term climate 
change. Seven species - 2 tree kangaroos and 5 possums - are now stranded on the cool peaks, the last reprexdtatives of fauna that once 
flourished in northern Australia for 20 million years. These animals are the last representatives of an ancient and diverse fauna which 
develoded when RF covered much of our continent. 

Concern for the survival of those species is increasing, as they have nowhere else to go once these last re- are altered by the 
increase in temperature through global warming. As has been evidenced by the decline in Cassowary numbers - the change in composition of 
plant species germination through their f* patterns - it is considered that the loss of the 7 treedwelm, leafating marsupials will also 
have the effect of loss of diversity of the trees in those few, isolated re-. Funny, I suppose - the trees go and the animals become ex-tinct,too; 
the animals go and the vegetation balance will change and species will disappear as well. Termed symbiosis I believe. Every species an this 
planet relies on either one or more (or all) plant species, and all plants rely on the diflercnt insects and animals of a parhcular ecosystem. 
Except humans of course. All we need for our survival are other people, the more the merrier, plus money and finance - get the economy right 
and everythmg else will fall into place.. . .. they tell us. 

Those people also tell us we can double the present 6 billion of Gods chosen species and become even richer. What arrogance! 



ALANNA MOORE IS ENCOURAGING ECO-TOURISM AROUND THE RF NIGHTCAP NATIONAL PARK 
(She is quite near the famous T& Creek foreats which w m  the m e  of one of the fYst and certainly most succcssfid anti-logging 

pmt- staged in 07, Thnt was just 20 years ago and waa the turning point a the long battle to save the NSW rainforests.) 
'Ziving close to thc mjpjficent Rfs of the Nightcap N.P. on a 5 m e  blmk, I h i &  to amuragc acc~tourism by offering ecdliendly 
accomndalion. Two railway camp wapms were q u i d  and testored, and enlinnced ovcr sewal years. Now, with e m  roofing over the top, 
and h n t  and back decks makmg for morc comfort, the wagons have blended into (he landscaping. Compost toilets Md a wastewater reed pond 
mean thst tht? envitomeatal h p c t  of the visitors is grraliy ~~. 

Visitors can mjoy perr~laculhue gardens with organic pduce, abumht birdlife (72 @ea nxodd last winter), regemming RF 
with big White Becch GmeSi~la leiehhardtii lrees and a swimming hob on Terania Creek. Across the meek they may amble down The C-m 
E n m e n t a l  Walkway md see landscaping initiatives Blcre. ?he walkway leads b the oval where the famous Channon Markets nre held on 
the 2nd Sunday of tach month. All mcnities caa bc h8d at the nllage, one h away. 

The seIfatained m p  wagon costs a minimum of $50 a double, per night, with up to 3 extra paople at $5 each. Transpod is 
available from Byron Bay, Nimbin or Limore. ... Enquiries - The Channon -,Stay, 783 Kmwigan Rd, The C h o n ,  Nth NSW. PImd 
Fax0266886119 

FERTILE SOIL ENCOURAGES RAPID GROWTH OFTREES IN A WAUCHOPE GARDEN 
We m t l y  visited Ann& and John h-' prom which has a hatage to the F h h g s  river, and was previowly used for 

daixyhg. No doubt the nahunl rich, alluvial soil had bm enriched over the ycars from twnes ofmoopm, but I was astonished at the skz of 
some of the trees that they had planted. Annette sent these notes at my request - 

"1x1 Apnl1997 1 noted that the Rindersia schottiuna had doubled its height in the preceding 6 months and was about 2 m. talL The 
tree is now 5.5 m in height and looks as lovely as when it was planted with new leaves bang pale green and shiny. It enjoys a sheltered 
nmtherly aspect. A nearby Melia azedcrroch var austmlaaica has altainad the same height in only 2 years in spite of being attacked by 
caterpillars. A plastic hessian type bag tied tightly to the trunk deterred the blighters from eating a11 the lam (dnplt lcave it too long, as I did, 
or the d will go pulpy). After sume tmfmrmt with im pint, it appears lo bave ~~. 'fhe Linolrpadix monostaclrya (VYdlciug Stick 
Palm) lm grown 2m in 4 years, showing thnt it Oces die indmrhutdmr sheltsod gardea ara  A Backllousia mti8ula is a lidthy specimen 
growing 4m in 4 years in full sun with minimum are (ed. it has wonderful, dense foliage) F:ourDmidsmiaprunens vmptw~ms (Davidsans 
Plum) have remained slow growing, one planted in full sun died. After 3 - 4 ymrs thcy are only about 0.5 m tall. Onc 'apt' in 1994 
recommded that we grow them c o m m d l y .  Glad we didn't take his advice!" 

JOE FRIZEND WROTE ABOUT AN AGROFORESTRY BLOCK OF LAND AT BATCHELOR 
As I rec6llect h our trek up nmth years apa, his kocetion is a bit south of Demb, and nrar the old d m n  mine of Rum Jungle. 

I-Ie is csollcrmtmtirig his efffort on nvd fronts, saying "l've been flat out gelling to know thc local plants, and thi:: block Have a fme nursery 
gaing hae and m kyiq  a few palms ctc. Red Codar-wi* dl the Cape York promce selections (3) germinated cquaUy well nnd are now 
hmLzning off: All my F2 ~lections of A1 qunlity am h a  too, patted on and ready to go in by October. 

Received a bit of publicity from comments on the loss of diversity, based on observations made in areas between Darwin and Adelaide 
River a h  1969, mainly through the mnstnnt burrung of mtive vegetation in the Top Ead. Even mehue palma, prwiously thought to k 
rabtmt to fue m bemg lost, "It i s  clem to me (he wrote m the iml press) Ulat sipificant bidversity - maybe l d f  of all plants and much 
fauna - is lost, or is on the way to at least local extindon. h e  received a lot of id suwrt far my strong view and u g h t  intcrpretntioris - 
ManEing science and the intuitive/ deductive angle." 

His m n  for king there is as a cwsllltmt to the developas of a 1300 a m  propertp which ia the multi-9pecizs Agmfmm 
Tree L.ot T w  approved by !he Securities Cammi Jon. After further worls is d e d  out on this development, units will be off& to the 
public, a d  besides any tax benefits that will be available to investors, the concept should also be a drawcard to ethical, or Green, investors. It 
1s plmud te gmw a variety of s p i e s  - Neem trea for their a a t d  chmkds, Sandalwood bath native and introduced species for export to the 
Iucrntire h i m  market, md (Affican) M . y  which I a s m c  is a valuablc and no doubt now rare w i w .  

JOE BESKIN HAS A SURPLUS @ON'T WE ALL) OF SEEDLINGS AM) LARGER PLANTS 
He is pleased that Vespite having almost no time avaihbje for thmgs botanic4 my garden is still growing without me, and I have 

some nice things gmwiq. Fruits nre on Dnwdsm Plum, lob on Sp'gim lmrhmmylii, S. wihonii, Alphitmiu  aid^, HjmlmasporumJavum, 
Rapmma hawirteana and sun- others. 1 h v e  abut  200 md pots with various seedlings in, and I don't h o w  what l'll do with them Men 
they get too big. Maybc sell to the Id nllrseries, or give away to WSG mmnbers who ward than. Especinlly w h n  I retire (ha hn) although if 
businem really h a  drop orbadly a h  20OU lm f~shad, T nmy be retnhg by &fault. 

I look forward to receiving each issue of the N L  as I continue to be impressed by the way you nm the RFSG, and agree with almost 
emykhin~ you say about the way hwnnns arc slowly but m I y  swamping what little i s  left of the RF iu this country." 

Jw also included a list of the plants grown on his average s i d  Sydney suburbtin blosk - 94 @CS in total, with 29 fruiting to date. 

STEVE SINCLAIR TELLS OF REMNANT RF AT MELBOURNE'S DANDENONGS 
"I have attended Lyrebird m e y  grwps in the Dmdenongs for many years now, and a long term friend (who is a forestry nsearc11~r 

and a keen natumiist) often cam down h m  I3aralla to cunmbute to the survey. He 1s a real souroe of knowledge on the Dandodnongs and he 
took me to a gully he had last been to 15 years earlier, and which had left h ~ m  with fond memories, 

Conairlcnng its loc~ t~on  - ~.s , s th! ly  m the rrubwbs - his gully fir= absolutely mazing! Fmm a woed infested tr&k we walked n few 
hundred metres into the forest and hgan walking up a small creek. Soon we were in n deep, steep gully w& with moss elc.... (w11Sd swear 
you wme in Tasny I). This gully lIattcned out inla a small basin full of Sassafrss - mrnplelely enclosed, covered with old Man's Fkad.... In.the 
sgace otonly u hundrcd metres or SQ, we came a m  a nestrng lyrebird (unfortumtcly wth k q h  dog tracks nearby), a lovely old bottle almast 
b u n d  in the mud, a swamp wallaby scnt (thcse are in extrerncly small n u m h  in the Dandenongs), evidence of an old (very old - trec roots 
growing through it, burjed m sill) log structwe, probebly to do wifh mining or timber gettmg; and best of all, both sl~mdcr and skirted W e  fams 
- Cyollieo cunnfnglramii, and C, mnrcescens which are tare even in prime RF country in Chppsland. An hour or so later we emerged onto a little 
public track, and met once more with the momtam ash forest 1 am morc used to 

PS I will return home today to a street wth 113 less remnant trees than it used to have ... One of the 3 big old smhgyhb (E. 
cephalocarpa) was bang removed as  I left this mormng." 



OUR 'BOOYONG' SHOULD MAINTAIN ITS NATURAL HABITATS FOR TFIE LONG TERM 
A Voluntary Conservation Order was signed by the NSW Minister for the Environment and Beryl & I in October whereby 84 of our 

100 acres have been set aside in perpetuity for envimmentd and wildlife purposes. There are now over 60 such ngeements covering various 
areas ofthe state. The total area protected by VCA's is about 6,000 ha, so there is still a fair bit to go if we are to conserve a reasonable 
p m x d g e  of freehold in NSW. More people would go into such agreements, except for believing that the resale value of their property would 
be reduced. I don't consider this to be the case - supply and demand will see to that.. . . clearing never ceases, thus reducing the amount of 
natural vegetation available; dcgland will surely increase as the populatian both increases in numbers and atnuence; a growing awareness of a 
better lifestyle away from the rat-race. Besides that, take our example - the block is valued at $120,000 'unimproved', barely half of the cost of a 
poky suburban plot so one couldn't contemplate a lesser return even on a forced sale. 

We are constantly reminded of the richness and vmety of the habitat of this relatively tiny 40 hectares. I think we've mentioned that 
there are 21 species of frogs recordrd, 140 birds. Last month, mid north coast members of the Fern Study Group spent a day here and listed 30 
fern species - 29 of these on a short morning walk! They were impressed parhcularly by the numbers of Pellaea pamdaxa, widespread here. 
The NPLWS report includes "the conservation area protects a rare example of mature forest representing the composition and structure of the 
on@ vegetation of the Byabarra valley. " "The site contains 6 separate c~mmunity associations . . . . . . . . . " (Theme$ grassland, 3 different 
eucal't forest types, dry Shatterwood forest, sub tropical RF). 

Many RFSG members have called in/ stayed for a time and would confirm the many delights to be seen here; there is a standing 
invitation for the rnmbership to look around; we are more than happy to 'put faces to names', to host fellow enthusiasts, and show off this place. 
We usually get a bonus too, from visitors sigh- sometlliog we've missed, Happens so often. 

RESPONSES AND UPDATES TO PREVIOUS ITEMS 
Animcrl Deaths on RF r o d  A three year survey of a 6km stretch of road near Kuranda, by the Cairns RF C.R.C. has resulted in 

some frightemng fmdrngs. A regular weekly inspection of that area shows that an estimated 10,000 animals are killed eve? vear. They are 
frogs mainly, with some cane toads but large numbers of mammals and reptiles, parhcularly little skinks and snakes, are run over. A few birds, 
not large numbers, are among the victims 

Contrmny over Bonier Reef D#im continrres. Concern at the loss of coral ecosystems by excessive run-off of chemicals, 
fertilisers and silt has led to continuing ill-feeling between farmers and developers on one side, and fisherpeople and conservationists on the 
other. The ineffectiveness of government and administration to establish and uphold appropriate, sustainable regulations and guidelines is not 
helping matters, and it seems the current alternatives are the loss of the northern sugar industty, or else the total destruction of the Reef with the 
loss of the recreational, tourism industries and a valuable fishery. It is claimed that the State government has no controls whatever on tree 
clearance, wetland destruction or streambank vegetation removal. Seems a bit hard to believe, but I have been assured that this is the case. 

A further report by the Australian Committee for the International Union For The Conservation Of Nature (IUCN) h o s e  membership 
includes Qld and Federal government environmrmtal agencies, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, conservationists, scientists and others, 
set a tough list of 27 recommendations to ensure our Reef is protected, many of which have financial implications and has split the committee. 
Queensland formally opposed 1 1 (only 1 17) of the 27, the Commonwenlth 2, and park authority 6. 

Major threats to the Reefs survival include prawn t rawlq,  dam buildmg, aquaculture, coastal and island property development, oil 
shale mining. Then there are weeds, feral animals, roadwwks, agriculture, garbage and sewerage. Gee whiz - if we really want to protect the 
Reef and make a squillion from tourism, nobody will be able to make a quid!! 

W i l e  Oil Rhoda wants to point out some previous references to this product are incorrect, saying "This is an emulsion which was in 
use about 20 years ago and was in disrepute even then. It is very easy to cause severe leaf burn using the stuff unl-ss you are very careful; it is 
quite expensive because you buy a large amount of water as part of the formulation and its results are to say the least, of dubious value. It was 
superseded by 'a light summer oil' which is much easier to apply, and as I have told you before we use 'IlC Tron' which is one of several makes. 
It is commonly referred to as 'Oil'. I have no idea what the home garden product 'Spray oil' is, but would guess that it is the same thug. W 
sprays are being increas~ngly recommended by the Ag. Dept. for control of thrips, mites and fungus diseases because it has no effect on 
predators, nor does it leave a residue on plants or soil as does e.g. copper. All it seems to do is to prevent insects from breamg and spores of 
fungi from settling on plants. 

On symbiotic r e W m h i p s  "Recent issues of 'Ecos' (CSIRO's magazine) have some fascinating facts about the w i n g  interloclung 
habits of native fauna and flora and the recycling of nutrients in our rather infertile soil. If members are interested, Ill sort out some of the 
specific links and let you know." Yes please Rhoda, I think many would appreciate these mutual dependencies. 

'AN UNDERSTANDING OF TRE HISTORY OF RFs IS ESSENTIAL NOT ONLY FOR ADDRESSING FUNDAMENTAL 
SCIENTIFIC QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF DIVERSITY BUT AS THE BASIS FOR CONSERVATION PLANNING FOR 
THE FUTURE' 

A recent symposium explored these themes. (Well, during April 1998. At Cairns, organised by our Cooperative Research Centre for 
Tropical RF Ecology and Management, and the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute [Panama].) A summary was published in Elsievier 
Science journal of Aug 1998 which Steve Sinclair passed on to me for the files. It is of course available to anyone interested . 

Lots of discussion on recent evidence that has caused revision of earlier hypotheses, with new theories of the history, development, 
changes to species composition and diversity described in an abbreviated form. A workshop on the fungus Phytophthom cinnamomi and its 
threat to native vegetation, especially tropical forest, showed that there are large gaps in our knowledge of this pathogen. It all gets back to 
surveys and research to improve our knowledge, but insufficient h d m g  makes this a slow process. 

MORTON KAVENEY'S RESIGNATION GIVES ME TFIE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE AN OVERDUE COMMENT 
A small minority of the population is aware of a fairly broad range of influences which determine the future of us as individuals, as a 

society, our survival, and our place in nature combined with all the other life forms on Earth. 
Many pessimists have decided that we are definitely on the road to oblivion because of the greed and stLJidity encouraged by a culture 

of development, growth and consumption. On the other hand optimists take a totally opposite view - 'we can continue with our profligate 
development, exploitation and consumption of non renewable resources, pollute all basics of nature and if problems arise, technology1 science/ 
government/ someone.' Jesus Christ1 Gaia or whatever, will fn everyiiung.' 

I'd like to believe that realism is the key to our future and that is why everyone should realise the importance of knowledge. Be aware 
of what is happening around us, to us, by us. Then put such information to good use - face up to the facts and ensure that M e r ,  deliberately 
destructive and totally unnecessary actions are prevented, while ensuring that measures to gradually restore degraded and barren ecosystems to 
their previous productive condition are implemented. We must change the attitudes of those who have determined that society has passed the 
point of no return and who have given up on doing there share to maintain the planets' life support complex. 



THE 'BIG AUSTRALIAN' HAS DESTROYED MUCH OF NEW GUINEAS FOREST AND RIVER SYSTEMS 
BHP has admitted that an environmental study on its Ok Tedi mine has confirmed the mine will remain an environmental disastcr no 

matter what action is taken An area of 130,000 hectares of RF has been devastated (1 300 sq.km.) through an operation which would never 
have been legal here in Oz, where BHP is domiciled. Each year, BHP has dumped tens of million of tonnes into the river system, since the 
tailings dam meant to contain that waste was destroyed by a landslide. I am particularly offended by this revealation as I wrote to the Company 
around 15 years ago pointing out the environmental depdation that their ill-founded mining operation would cause. Their reply was, in effect, 
that I didn't know what I was talking about as they had bought the best brains and expertise available and awurances were given that little 
environmental impact would result. I'd have to agree that such science was 'bought', and paid for by a bunch of misleading and deceitful people 
who managed and administered BHP at that time. I feel no satisfaction at being proven correct in my assessment of the mine's impact, but what 
can you do? 

Locally, BHP recently pleaded guilty to discharging cyanide, phenols and ammonia into a harbour close to NSWs Illawerra 
Rainforests (at Port Kembla), They had broken environmental laws often, previously, though this was their first conviction since 1992. The 
cause - lack of maintenance on pumps, and low priority given to upholding EPA conditions and regulations. The penalty - a palby $30,000 fine. 
The equivalent of about 2 days pay to its American head. 

RICHARD HAS FURTFIER STOCKED OUR 'LIBRARY' OF RELEVANT ITEMS FROM THE INTERNET 
There is so much information that would justify at least a brief summary in these pages, but I j u t  don't hove the space at the moment. 

Therefor I will list them for readers reference, and send a copy to those especially interested in specific items on request. 
Biodiversity and Endangered Species (CSIRO) : Endangered Species - Angle-stemmed Myrtle Al~str0myrtu.v gnvoclada; Hauy Quandong 
Elaeocalpus williamsianus: Ptychospema bleeseri; Coxen's Fig Parrot (Environment Aust) 
National pollutant Inventory : Global Climate Change : Ecotourism and the GST : Qld Govt Media Releases - (various E n m e n t a l  
announcements) : Glyphosate Fact Sheet (Gmmpeace) : Roundup Ready Soybean (Grccnp~~ce) : Frogs - Townsville; Tasmania; Why are 
they disappearing? : Bushfood - Mountain Pepper Tasmannia lanceolata; Methods of Growing; Pioneering (Tropo) : Biological Control of 
Pests (CSIRO) : Fruits of the forest (Kimberley Society) : Canopy Crane at Daintree (James Cook Uni) : Forest friendly Building Timbers 
- BookReview (Earth garden) : Gardening For Butterflies (ASGAP) : Growing Tropical Australian Plants - Radkes & Sankowskys 
(SGAP) : Establishing A RF Garden (Qld D.N.R.) 

VICTORIAS NATIONAL PARKS SHOULD BE SAFE FOLLOWING THE CHANGE OF GOVER'YMENT 
Previous premier Kennett denied that there were plans to privatise any national parks, but one would not be overly confident of this 

pledge (remember, he denied prior to the previous election that the state's gas supply, trams and trains would be sold off. All are now owned by 
the private sector as is much of the Forest.) We all know that Geoff did a great job, he modestly admitted to this claim soon after he lost office, 
and he was no doubt nowhere near as arrogant and nasty as some made out. It was interesting to hear that one of the previous government who 
was very much involved in selling off public assets accepted (?demanded) an executive position with an organisation which arranged many of 
those disposals, even before the ink had dried on the ballot papers for the election held just a few days previously. Of course there is no hint or 
suggestion of corruption or repayment of favours associated with this windfall. And there will be no questions when ex-ministers quietly accept 
invitations to join the boards of leading or recently successful companies because we all know that they were completely ethical and honest, as 
they regularly told us. (Ed. In my next life, I shall invest ev-g I own to buy a franchise into a chain of confessionals. 

"MINDFUL OF OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT OUR UNIQUE NATUFUL ENVIRONMENT" 
A noble and sensible inclusion in the recent failed constitutional preamble proposal which was drawn up by the prime minister with 

the input of just 2 other individuals. This comment is a typical example of ow elected representatives saying one thing and doing another. 
Certainly we gUbst protect ow life sutairung basics - land, air, water, biodiversity, insist that natural systems and all symbiotic relationships be 
maintained, ensure that man-made degraded ecosystems be restored . 

And yet, recent instances of contrary attitudes include the Environment minister spending a vast amount .jf effort, energy and money, 
pressuring the World Heritage Authority that an uneconomic uranium mine in Kakadu N.P. be allowed. 'l'he same gentleman demonstrated 
similar attempts in (successfully) ensuring that Oz was almost the only nation allowed to increase greenhouse emissions which everyone knows 
are a dire threat to the planet. Emissions will surely increase by the reduction in the cost of diesel fuel by a huge 30% which the coalition 
conned the Democrats into agreeing to. Queensland agricultural interests have increased their surely unecwmnic clearing of marginal land fkom 
around 320,000 ha to 400,000 ha a year. Full knowing that salinity will make much of it completely unproductive within 30 or 40 years. We 
could go on with salinity in the Murray-Darling Basin (Mr Howard has had an 'urgent' reporl on this problem for more than a year and yet has 
done nothing about it -just craps on about the republic/monarchy pointless alternatives, wasting time, money and my patience). Animal, plant 
and insect species continue to become extinct on this continent and elsewhere, yet little is being done to stop such losses. Government funding 
has been cut, once again, to respected conservation bodies that often present reasonable alternatives to destructive land use and who urge the 
need for a genuinely sustainable culture. 

So let's be fair dinkurn - if they say they will protect the environment, they must act and make appropriate decisions for that worthy 
aim; if we intend to make the nation a short term heaven for developers and get rich quick schemers, admit we don't give a stuff about the 
environment and ow medium term survival and we nil1 all become wealthy. Some genetic engineering genius will no doubt ensure that our ill- 
gotten gains will accompany us into the next life, to have a fortune we will be unable to spend. Because surely there can be no parallel 
existence totally relying on 'the economy' and 'increasing consumption' as the bee-all end-all of life? 

P.S. This household is somewhat dismayed that Mr Murray, the co-author of the origvlal nonsensical, chscarded preambie was to be 
paid $9,000 for his input. We hope that none of our taxes went to that undemocratic and extravagant absurdity. 

ANOTHER CASE OF 'TELL US ALLONE THING - BUT DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT' 
A copy of the NSW ALPS 1999 environmental election promises 'fell into my hands' recently. Included in "Protecting Our 

Environment" were statements that nobody could deny, such as their pride in protectq nearly one million ha in 179 new National parks in 4 
years (they calirn in contrast to the previous coalition's reservation of a mere 128,000 ha - over 7 years.) 

But what of the pledge - "As a result of the Carr government's forest s w e n t s ,  no high conservation old growth forest or 
wilderness will ever be logged." Another - "Important habitat areas are also reserved". Also 'There will continue to be strong 
environmental controls on timber harvesting operations on State forest under the new Forestry and National Parks Estate Act. 
Detailed conservation protocols and soil erosion guidelines have been developed between State Forests, the EPA and NP&WS" (Ed. 
My emphasis j That was quite recent, in March 1999. After the dust had settled from a strong electoral result for the Labor party resulting in 



an increased prlinmentary majority, such promises rn to lmve evaporated into 'the good intentions' pigeonhole. There has been m e  
wntrDversy over dmisions m d e  to not protect im-t areas in S.E. NSW, hut the n o d l e s t  is where the action hs beefl b e .  

1 have r m  of stun detailing conbtwmia2 a t t m I  hm&g'  or planned lagging of important remnant old-growth forem, wil&mms 
areas, and rare rcmnnnt ecosystems. There have been proksts against logg~ng activities in mnny places in NSW sin* hose promises we= 
made. Some of the farests c o n d  include Whian Whim t Wollumbin in nthn NSW; Ellis, Sher~ood, Way Way SF'S on the mid north coast, 
and locations nearer to Sydney. Specific areas p d  protection in Nov. '98 have been actually logged, or else forest operations have been 
forced to be abandonocl in some camptmcnts that were earlier declared to be reserved in due course, and accusatipns of forestry achinishtors 
'delibmtcly targeting figb Conserva!ion Old growth' have k n  made. 

'Chougb not relevant to W matters, the relatively small and isolated forcstcd woodland rumants of mh.al and wcstem NSW are 
being ccmsidmed os a r m l m  for sing charconl, BS they Imve k e n  barely prafitnblc for construction t i m k  exploitation. The larger forcst 
mema tlre some of the Imt remaining Ilabitnrs for d m g e r e d  species such as Mallee Fowl, Glossy Black Cockatoo and various flora. 

CONVERSELY, QUEENSLAND HAS RECEIVED ACCOLADES FOR ITS SE. FOREST AGREEMENT 
The diflaenca between the c o m a t i o n  movement and timber interests had been portrayed as irreconcilable but the recent Regional 

Fortst Agreement s~ems to have $een praised by a11 pnrtles. Key fcaturm of tllat Agmment hcludc protection of 425,OQO ha (60% of state 
forest nnd timber resew&) as m a t i o n  m, more than doubling such prks, with a f~cr200,000 ha to be yugrasively odllsd during a 
25 years transition &d. NI lagging of C m  mtive fmmki will cease by 2024.- An immedinte end to logging of old grmvth md wildcrnem 
foresls. Thm will. k no clcdell~ng. .. No export w d c h i p  industry. Oa Ule .supply side - plantations will bc i n c b ,  Boral will exit (by 
being bought out ) all bard- opcratirms; incentives to 'value add', royalty pnce.9 to bc market bawl. Evmyone seems to !lave praised the 
arrangcmenl except the perennialiy mpmentivc Mr Tuckey. 

It has alsa ixa reportcd thar the Qld governmrmt is h a m m e  out an afpmcnt to stop, or at least reduce the massive land clearing 
of huge arcas of the state. Seemingly on h i s  matter, there is no ha* 10 m i v c  at n cast-lmq evuybtrdy wins, protect the land rcsourcc 
settlement. Obviously time IS Ix:mg given to contractors to wear out their havy mnchinmy and for @ers to keep l m l  eumomics opmting 
whilst dcstmying a Sot of vegetation for no apparent good mwn. Or so it seems to interested md c o n m o d  obser~m. Satellite photos show 
that 340,000 h o fnahd  v&cgctalion hs been cl-d this yeat, the highat mk for many y m  rind a near record. Them ore as yet no controls 
whatsoever. What do landholders do with such areas, and how can tl~cy afford it7 TIrcy keep telling thc wotId tkat thing m tough and they are 
nearly broke Will the gorernmcnl act before Qld is totally devnstntcd? 

THE EAST COAST RAINFORESTS ARE MERE REMNANTS FROM A NOT SO DISTANT PAST 
Even prior to Errmpenn accupation of this continent, clo<ed forests rcprtscnted a miniature r e h p  h m  a wetter past when RF 

covered ow vast and now and interior. The survnors or, d d w m d m t s  h m  an immense diversity of species which evolved in the ancient 
forests have been increasingly restricted into re- on the wetter coastal margins, &g those forests extmnel~l biodiverse - especially in the 
north Qld. wet tropics and the subtropical RF of SE Qld and NE NSW. 

Worryingly, much of this mmmt biodiversity ty h a s y  m e  exh& rare, or endangered by the extensive clearing, 
fragmentation and d&tion of the surviving forest through our actiritics over the pasl200 years. The only hope of survir~l of many spccies, 
even cntire hnbitnts and ecosystems depends an onh famts being pcrmanmtly protmted in n a t i d  p k s  or similar reserves. Forcsts thnt are 
considered to be supportive of maintaining existing diversity must have conditions such as lessdng t l ~e  impact of logging placed upon them, 

Perhaps our Federal and State governments, local autharities and land users should be made aware of the importance of biodiversity'? 

BUlTERF'LlES IN THE RF' GARDEN - AND IN THE FOREST THAT MAY SURVIVE ON YOUR LAND 
Trevor Deane passed on a lot of detail regnrding food plants for butterfly larvae, or caterpillars. Some of the plant species that are 

used by a wide variety of butterflies are Lomndms & Poagrasses wbich provide food to many 'Skippm'; Mistletoes especially for Azures and 
Jewels; Acacia spp are great for very many Blues; Gahnius for Browns k Skippers; Marsdenia spp for 'Crows' and the Blue Tiger. A quick 
glance of Ihc Fist ~ndicafes ht, seaningIy, most of the consided pure RF plants host at least one species of caterpillar. Soon after m d i n g  
.& irtfonnation, Trevor & C m l  spent a cauplc of days wi(h us at nmyong' on Butterfly Business and showed us a very unusual larva of the 
not common 'Puss' Moth on a Scolopla bmunii near the house, and larvae of the Regent Skipper sheltering by day in curled Wilkea huegliuna 
leaves. We were all pretty excited to spot a Tailed Emperor depositing eggs on Acacicr binervia that have recently formed a hedge at the 
ecotone of (cleared) now grassland1 anmghg RF. It seans that those eggs will take about 10 days for the larva to hatch, and we will watch the 
development of the various stages to at least pupae with much interest 

THE GENEROSITY OF THE CORPORATES IS SOMEWHAT SELECTWE - ENVIRONMENT MISSES OUT AGAIN! 
'Each of the 60 new sponsors has p d  from $10,000 to $175,000 for spollsorship entitlements to the (liberal party's) Millennium Fund' 

- disclosure in the Financial Renew of 2/12/99. Donors included Ivlr K Packer's PBL, Adler Corp; Merrill Lynch; Wood C o r n  Funerals 
(slrange?), propem develop RusValanoldings; Dcutschc Bank, Delta Gold; Chubb Sccunly, while Mr K Stokes paid 35,000 for a pair of 
boxing gloves signed by zhc krmc Minister Mr I-IowarS (Arm@!) A p ~ r  orM Rea;..lcys jocks d~ould be wodl a fortme it seems. 

The absolute and probably unbeatable act of generosity must go to llle chap in Victoria u41o has claimed to have loaned tlie libs, 
through their Greenfields Laundry, around Mmllion Perhaps I should own a gambling den instead of the confesslbnals in my next 
reincamation? 

No wonder the Parrot's and Tonsil's at a grubby Sydney d o  stabon refused my offer of a $3 note to publicise RF matters. They aren't 
shlpid, merely secretive, misleading, lacking ethlcs and extremely wealthy. I cringe, vhm I r d i x  thc absolute waste of w m m  money by 
corporate entrues w g  to mnnipulate opuuon whm~ thcy could be acl~iev~ng wonderful publicity by supporting enviro~nmtal bt~tmment. 

NEW RESERVES IN NSW's MID NORTH COAST REGION 
In the Byabarra - Port Macquarie district a number of new reserves have been made from former State forests. Biriwvrl Bulga hP and 

Cortmr-bimbang NP west of Elands protect over 30,000 ha formerly parts of Bulga & Doyles River SFs. Almost across the road from 
'Booyong', the landmark Bago BlufT@ame of a population of the rare red Hakeo trineurn among other important reasons), has been included in 
a 4020 ha Bago Bluff N.P. which encompasses much of the scenic escarpmcnl country to the south of Wnuchope. Yimrigm NP covers the 
eastern slopes of Middle Brother Mountain and among other thmgs, protects the well known Benamn and Bird Trees, some of the largest 
blackbutts known to exist on the east coast. A small reserve has been created at Queens Lake south of Port Macquarie and provides access to 
the western shores - a totally unspoilt area. 

Further south, in the Tare  district an d t i o n a l  12 reserves have been added to the few existing parks, but I have no details of 
locations 



I l IS WOW POSSIBLE TO MAKE FORESTS GROW MUCH FASTER THAN NATURE ALLOWS 
I.ron~ WANATCA's magavne 'Quandong' 3rd quarter 1999, an ~tem details a rcvolutionnry way to accelerate plant growth by up tu 

50% developed by h a d 1  scientists The system uses a "gene gun" and a Petn dish to insert a cellulose binding gene h o w n  as CBD into plant 
cells. The technology has k n  in use for s o m  years in the w i l e  and p ~ u t r c a l  fields. Results in the past year show treated t rms spring 
up faster and fatter. 

Bxpuimental forests have been set up in America. Tontatoes, corn and poiatoes are b e i  testad in the laboratory. Those involved 
seem to feel that this instant change to plant s p i e s  that have taken millions of years to evolve into their present growth rates wd 
chmcteristics, IS expected to h a d  ofla potential worId wide fwd crisis and paper shortage wthin the next 30 years through the anticipated 
increase in human numbers 

One cuuld possibly suggest that such problem cuuld bc I: solved by intelligent population p l m h g  d avoidnnce of dodgy genetic 
engineering; with thc nsks of any or alI 'super plants' (imd animals) unintentionally causing dire consequences to t..mml species and pssiblc 
total collaw ofthe biosphere and natural regimes. Everyone seems to want to play God these days, for some particular reason. Power and 
money I suppose 

If mymt does actually inject this material Into their own garden or forest, they may care to send progress reports to the RFSG editor 
for members information. 

Somc recently q m w d  concerns abut agricultural gene tedtnology claim promoters of genetic engheaing have failcd to show that 
there are any advantages to tlic environment or public h d t h ,  nor have they vhfied that it is sustainable in the long lam. Critics say t h t  
Australian farming using the western chemical - indushial system has exploited soils and water to the point where desertification, mlinity. and 
water pollution have become unmanageable in many regions. The m e  cornpmies that developed such systems that led to environmentnl 
degradation and ma1 poverty now want us to accept genetic engin-7 

Once a gene has escaped, it cannot be recaptured. It can't even be seen m order to track its spread. Surely we are not that stupid7 

DEEP MULCHING SEEMS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO GROWTEI OF RE" SPECIES 
This quirement was emphasised, both by Peter Radke in his talk to those attending the postanference tour of the recent Qld SGAP 

Conference and in the abovementioned Esteblishiag a RF Garden. I wrote to Peter seeking permission to quote from his talk, which he kindly 
approved. However it was n wnditiw that I reprinted thc whole of the talk, in one N/L issue so that no m h n d m d i n g s  or out af context 
rmnarks cuuld rcsxll. As there m four pages invoivd, 111 have to leave it to a future issue when that space may be available. 

The QId. D.M.R Troe Facts publication ('128) covcrs the establishing of a RF garden in a very slrmmarisod little over a pge, listing 
characteristic featlaes of RF, prefer& site, preferred soil, mulch, watering, fdlising, planting and maintenmce. All vmy basic and pmbebly 
known to most readers and no doubt similar lo m y  recommendafions and published 'use histories' tkat wc arc awrtre of. On MULCII, it stntcs 
"Organi~ mulch applied in a layer 5 to 15 cm deep over the entire site is highly hef ic ia l  for successful establishment. Mulche3 improve plant 
growth by keeping m t s  cool, reducing evaporation of soil moisture, eliminaw weed growth and supplying limited amounts of nutrients. 
Suitnble materials include bark, w d  chips, sb-aw, dmmposed sawdust, nut shells, compost, leaves or old lawn clippings." 

&re at Booyong' we lost our entire first W planting due to lack of growth (drought times), a set-back from the first winter's h s t  and 
almost total 10~s from frosts the following yar .  And b m g  w w m  of the lousy soil there. We conunenced planting a nearby site in 1994 wi& 
mwe advmocd piants (S" pots, a b u l  1 1/2m tall specimens) which hardly moved dwpite emichiqg the soil prior id planting with compost, lime, 
dynamic l i b  and gyp~um. Yet in 1996 when new n m m i  rains occurred, we had to mow much more fmluent1y and so had plenty of p s s  
mulch; as wdl neighhws cattie spent more time in their 'free' agistmen1 giving us surplus to the vegie garden requirements of maflure so 
enabling us to spread the d d  trailer I d  of m q m  on the RI: site. Removal of some healthy young Eucs close to our house in 1997, for fire 
hazard reduction, supplied much foliage for additionnl mulch. In the past 2 years most of the plants have done really well, and wen  dditions 
put in early October arc showing a lot of new growth in just 2 months. Ofcourse it has been a pa~t~cularly goad (wfisonnlly) couple of years, 
but I'd have to reckon that the vanous mulches have been a major stunulus to growth. The only ofher luxuries added are a small handful of 
Banana Special a couple of times a year between showers on a wet day, a meagre addition of moopoo when available and a rare soak with water 
pumped kom a dam during really dry spells. 

Yet, I look at the forest with its fine, huae old Bcx)yongs, Tamarinds, Red Ash, Shatterwoods, Grey Myrtles etc. with areas of 
developing RF, regrowth and replament plants - nll in the m e  ft  assume) lousy soil, no fertilising, no additional watering or a~ythmg and it 
is thriving. The only diflerence - I d  fall, Cmst Iitterr, mtting logs md branches - mtural mulch and compost Probably a stable cco~ysltm also 
helps, there have bcm no dishubances from l ire or logging For n very long time, clearing. flrxxling or in tduced  animnls, and littlc \veal 
invasion; na doubt everythg is in sane sart of bdmce. Wit still, I gel Imck to the fact that there is lots of mulch h c h  is being constantly 
replaced as it decomposes, md returned to the .mil us humus. 

THE BOTANIST TIM LOW HAS CALLED HIS LATEST BOOK 'FERALFUTURE' 
Though I've not had a chance to read the book, I have heard him being interviewed on the wireless, seen him on TV and read press 

reviews. On every occasion, Tim has m e  across as being extremely concerned about the fum. He claims "Many people looking out of the 
window sec notlung wkatsoevcr that is native Austtnlim except the sky, and maybe water. This is due to olu cultutal cringe in gnrdening and to 
h e  nature of our cities - lhcy me pnved places. Even in rural Oz there arc vast treeless arces of grain, cotton and inlroducsd paslurc, wiU~ agnin 
nothing native in s~ght - it is the purpose of Austrnlian agriculture to repin& native with exotic". He mentions such nestics as bitou bush, 
mesquite, mimosn, but points out Zlwt ofthe 3 8 worst environmental weals. a thkd are pasture grasses - hardly surprising , since pasture p s s c s  
have been selected for stmlgtl~, seeding, perststence and suitability in their new land. Even in the seas, we deliberately tntroduced a Japanese 
kelp which i s  3mdmg mpidly and 1s cxpccted to mmde dl rocky shorcs from Wollon~ong to Cape teeuwin n a  Pcriih. 

Who cares? Most people do not; they are probably completely unaware of the dangers Or totally unconcmned. 
Wt daes it rnarler? Thc wcaIlh of the planets brdivmity is givlng way to a simplified system of degraded ecosystems, Hnth a few 

dominant species takiag over from t h o u d s  of Iml a l t m t i v e s ,  worldwide It is evolubon (? devolution), or 'the MncDomldisation of world 
ecology' 

LOW sees exotic species mvnslon as a p e t e r  tllreat than gemhouse, pollution and ozone deplehon, partly because these can be 
reversible whereas successll exohc invasion is not. Hc is critical of some greenles and conservationists who give so much time to oppose, say, 
a m e  m Kakadu, when the approachmg cane toad or existlng weeds pose a more senous and more general threat to the whole region 

Nonnally such an mportant work is bought and read by the 'converted' and concerned, but as one reviewer asserted - this one should 
be read by all, b e g m g  wth the converted 

7'hunks to welyone who has contributd to this issue or who have sent material for a later NL. 
Sewom Greetings to all - I trust thai you have a brillianl year - thefinal one ofthe second miUeniwn (ad). 
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