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"MpoWofmmmmmmmwmmcdgmbM”

A VOLUNTEER NEEDED — SOMEONE TO LIST MEMBFRSHIPS AND RUN OFF ADDRESS LABELS

Ihavebeenunabletoconmctthepreviouspermwhnassistedwiththisimpmmntjobandassumethaihehaslostintmem. A local
lassoﬁ'eredtodothisfortheGroup,butasoftwarefmﬂtpmpaidtothaL Ishnulddoitmyselfbuthaven‘tfoundtheﬁmetoleamhowtodoit
and then prepare a data base. Wouldsumeonehavethsexperﬁseandkmwledgetodothisforthe&nup?

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP OF OUR GROUP
A number of thoughtful replies were received. One respondent requested anonymity as is everyone's right, and on reflection I
concluded that there was no need toassociatethemmeofmymcmbm-withtheirrwponse. All comments so far received are summarised here.

"Some years ago, I belonged to a bushwalking club which experienced similar problems with 'non-members', They solved any problem by
charginganonﬁnalfeeforassociatemembashipformhwalh I think the fee was $2. I do not know if this is still legally allowed."

"Thmdoesnotseemtobemuchchoioethatthdmexpmmbmbelnng to the parent body. I do not believe we can object to an increase
in cost for the RFSG N/l or paying the fee to belang to the Society. I find it hard to accept that any true conservationist would pull out of the
Study Group because of this ruling; or that anyone could not afford the fee. Our Group needs the SGAP to keep supplying new members -
perhaps to get it going again should it collapse for any reason..... apart from conservation matters I think you're a bit too soft."

"Perhaps 2 types of membership would overcome any problem that could occur. We have the customary membership for people connected to
APS!SGAPandaswunda:ytypetermedassociatm, friends, supporters or whatever, It would not be necessary, though if it was considered
appropriate, a premium could be charged to such subscribers,"

A similar suggestion by another member " We could have a new ‘associate’ type membership with a nominal extra fee to cover insurances
which may not be covered under the Society's normal policies."

"I agree with you that the best solution is for everyone to join up. But if a campaign to do this fails, when you look at the risks involved with

Members' just for the duration of the activity, and charged a special membership fee of say $2 for each attendance. If ASGAP wanted it, such fee
couldbemniuedmth:mandoonamhihmemthepubﬁcriskinsummepmjm 'IhsfeeorlevythmisatpresentpaidbyeashAPSRegion
to ASGAP is $2 per member (this is to cover all of ASGAP's running expenses), so it would be the same. If this was implemented, either
ASGAPorAPSRegimsmayneedtochangethcirmmnbauhipnﬂesmﬁtin“dththepmposal.“

"Though I am a member of SGAP, if it is decided that the RFSGwi]lsplitﬁ'umSGAP,Iwmﬂdlikctostay with RFSG even with an increase
in the subs as [ feel that I learn a lot from Group N/Ls."

association with a Leader or Committee member? And, just as happens with military service and trade union membership, there may be

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK

Alpinea caerulea Araucaria cunninghamii  Brachychiton discolor Cupaniopsis anacardioides Decaspermum humile  Dietes
robinsoniana Doryphora sassafras Elaeocarpus reticulatus (Pink and White forms) Flindersia xanthoxylon

Hibiscus panduriformis  H. splendens Hymenosporum flaum  Melicope elleryana  Pandorea Jasminoides  Planchonella australis
Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please.

A NOVEL METHOD OF SENDING PLANTS BY POST — PATRICK'S RECENT EXPERIMENT

He had occasion to send a couple of largish seedlings to Wendy in S.A. and was concerned about their condition after such distance.
He removed the plants from their tubes, left some soil around the roots and wrapped alfoil around this root ball. The ‘package’ was inserted into
a short length of polypipe of suitable diameter, with a disc of cardboard (hole through the centre to hold the plant stem) placed in the poly to
keep the plant from squashing. Wendy reported that they arrived in good condition. OliverCarter would be especially interested in this method.
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ACTIVITIES PROGRAM OF S. E. QLD SUB-GROUP HAS BEEN SET FOR THE YEAR
Peter Jurd has sent details of these outings which could be attended by any of our more distant members who may be in the area at a

relevant time.

14th May Cunninghams Gap - Picnic area, northern side of highway
9th July = Cubberla Creek Indooroopilly
10th Sept Spring Flower Show

12th Nov Malaney - Mary Caincross Park

14th Jan 2001 Mount Tambourine - The Knoll. Subject to confirmation

The order of the day is to meet at 9.30 for marning tea and a brief business meeting. This is followed by the activity proper. A cut lunch
is usually required. Clothing should be suitable for bush walking and should include walking boots and a hat.

STEVE TORNQUIST RECENTLY VISITED NEW CALEDONIA'S' FORESTS

He wondered whether I had an email address yet. (No, I don't). If people wish to email him - it is stornqui@hutch.com.au. Steve
mentioned that just like Joe B and myself, he's had to cut down on propagating after being swamped by an ever-growing collection and being
overwhelmed by pot watering.

Steve must have some magic machine as he reproduced on his letter, 5 crystal clear colour pics of scenes from New Caledonia which
he had taken during a visit there in October last year. He mentioned that it was amazing to see Grevilleas, Geissois, Dysoxylum, Elaeocarpus
etc in the Islands' RF; different species to our own though The Geissois has red flowers in a tassel and is common on the Noumea - Yate
roadside. "From an Aussie perspective, N.C. is very interesting, with Araucarias (a number of Spp.) Agathis (ditto), and many palm species.
There is one Aralia family - genus called Meryta' which has a stim trunk like a young Pencil cedar (Polyscias murravi) but with simple large
leaves like banana leaves, held out horizontally - quite stunning.”

JOHN ENGLISH WRITES MAINLY ON LILLIPILLIES

We are having great success with our RF plantings on our 3 acres of light sandy loam. We have been planting on this place for 20
years now, with an acceleration over the last 11 years since we retired. The early plants came from Fairhill and our own propagations, then
many from Hugh and Nan Nicholson at Terrania Creek until finally we had our own source of seed to grow and supply others. Though we've
been sending it all to Brett ODonovan at Mullumbimby (he took over from Terrania Ck), I must send some to Patrick soon, but have some
doubts about double handling of RF seed due to its generally short viability**. An exception is lillipillies which need to be kept moist e.g. I
always pack them in chopped sphagnum or in damp vermiculite.

Lillipillies are our ‘stamp collection' - we now have 68 of the known 72 species plus quite a few variations such as Syzigium oleosum
from Davies Ck on the Atherton, Hinchinbrook Island, as well as the local form. Many have come fram Oliver Carter who we make a point of
seeing when we go to Toowoomba, usually taking him cutting material too. He battles on with his breeding and collecting despite the extremes
in local climate, lack of financial suppart and health problems from early exposure to farm chemicals.

Been meaning to comment for ages re Richard Logan being so impressed with Syzigium puberulum. When it is in bud it does look
fantastic, with pink teardrops hanging all through the bush. Ours is 7' high and flowering well for ifs second time. (Bernie Hyland says they
grow to 12metres). Fruits are pink to red; 30 <40 mm lang and 30 - 45 mm in dia.

Keep up your good work with the conservation message; I've belonged to SGAP since 1959 and while on (NSW) State Council 30
years ] used to get shouted down when I tried to inject conservation into the proceedings - the catchcry was always "We are growers". It is
refreshing to read 'Australian Plants' these days and to see that such attitudes have completely changed.

** (Ed. It is important that our seed bank does handle most RF species' seed. Patrick keeps records on viability as well as germination results
and there would be references on optimum storage conditions or even suggested methods which could be confirmed (or not) by actual sowing.
As well, members sometimes request seed 'if and when available'. Which reminds me, Thomas Carlsson asked me, years ago for Syzigium
Jfrancisii fruit from Booyang. Never seen them in flower or fruit, but there are seedlings in a spot where they could be washed out by floods so I
must send him some of them. Anybody else like some?

ON THIS TOPIC... DOES ANYONE HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF SYZIGIUM AMPLUM ?

Richard Logan mentioned, ages ago, that he was putting together a reference on this genus - gathering various scattered or isolated
information in the one place and was able to find something on just about every species. ExceptS. amplum. It appears on the ANBG species
search but there is no published information that he could find. Probably John, or Oliver know of this species; perhaps have it in cultivation,
Somebody of our Group would know this plant and I am sure Rich would be most grateful to obtain any details of it.

AS WELL.... A QUESTION ON PENTACERAS AUSTRALIS......... DO DAMAGED SPECIMENS PUT OUT SUCKERS?

Caroline Haskard wrote. My Pentaceras snapped off at ground level, was 9 -10 ft tall and beautiful. It's been dry and shockingly
windy lately, with severe gusts. I hope that it will put out coppice shoots and wonder whether the species does survive this way. Some
thoughts: perhaps it was weak?, are they generally grown from root cuttings or suckers? Perhaps you could ask fellow members if anyone has
experience with this species and would they contact me with some advice?" Reply to PO Box 511 Kingaroy Q. 4610.

AN ATALAYA COLLINA WAS GIVEN TO ME 10 YEARS AGO AS A NEWLY DISCOVERED PLANT... ANYONE KNOW IT?

A fellow bush regenerator’s son who was then working as a ranger in S.E. Qld was given a small specimen by a local
propagator, and duly passed on to me. I haven't found any reference to the species and the only clue I have is that it is the label
'Boyle's Paddock, Oct 1990. New Species' I assume this is a remnant Dry RF in SE.Q. It had been in a pot all that time (regularly
potted on though) until I planted it last October and is now all of 5 feet high. A good froggy plant, too - for the past month 3 Dwarf Tree-frogs
Litoria fallax have taken up residence in the top leaves and can usually be seen there.

BELLINGEN ISLAND LOWLAND RAINFORES] REGENERATION TEAM WON THE YEAR 2000 NSW LANDCARE AWARD

I am as excited as Jan Parkin and Ross Macleay, members of a small group who have been regenerating that rare remnant of north
coast lowland STRF for the past approx. 15 years. Persistence by a team of about 10 people has resulted in a huge improvement from its once
degraded condition, to a more than respectable quite stable ecosystem that has finally been recognised by an appropriate body. Members may
recollect progress reports and comments on work on the Island over the past 10 years, in RFSG N/Ls. The local Council provided no assistance
to the workers - all unpaid volunteers - and who, in effect, were insulted by officialdom in the National Trust soon after the programme started.
However the volunteers were not to be dictated to, and they declined to use herbicides (after all it is a most sensitive area, flood prone and at the
edge of a river supplying fresh water to various consumers and supporting good numbers of fish nearer the coast).

Anyway, on behalf of RFSG I phoned them with a "well done Jan, Ross and your fellow volunteers from e Group."



ANOTHER PROPAGATION METHQD WHICH MAY BE EFFECTIVE FOR RF SPECIES
M- lens on propagauon ol /lakeas has been published m a couple of regional journals cariginally n Victorias June 1999 issue)

Many Hakea species are difficult to germinate, and the anthar, Paul Kennedy reports " trials using Hakea seed placed between paper towelling
and kept most on a saucer placed nside a closed plastic bread bag have proved to be highly successful The plastic bags are placed clear of
direct sunlight.

This method resulted in a 95% success rate for viable seeds as against 5% using the old method (in a well-drained propagating mix).
The fact that you can inspect the progress of the germination is a real plus. As soon as the first pair of green leaves start pushing off the seed
capsule and the roots are 20mm plus in length, it is time to pot info a tube."

Though this technique is somewhat similar to Jan's and Norm's proven plastic bag seed propagation methods reported ages ago, it
could be well worth trying with RF seed. I'd appreciate members trialling this as an experiment (preferably with a comparison of an equivalent
number of seeds in a ‘conventional' sowing) and reporting their results in due course for publication in our N/L.

OVER-ADVANCED PLANTS IN POTS OFTEN TOLERATE SEVERE TAP ROOT DAMAGE AFTER PLANTING OUT

Garry Daly reminded me of this tolerance when he wrote "before planting advanced specimens of Fieus crassipes and Gmelina
Jasciculiflora 1had to break a large portion of their tap roots. They were about 4m high thongh only in 8" pots. Both plants have survived the
ordeal and several days of extremely hot weather, This indicates that RF plants are quite robust,"

I had a similar experience last September where a number of plants in 8" pots had tap roots deep into the ground. I was keen to get
them in due to ideal seasonal conditions and was a bit rough in tearing them out, I am afraid. Species involved were Grevillea baileyana, a Nth.
Qld Lilypilly, an Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus moorei), and a Flintwood Scalopia braunii. They were between 2 - 3m tall so I decided to be
harsh in removing foliage to make up for the considerable tap root loss and cut off as mnch as a metre from each. Those plants are doing at least
as well as the other 30 or so that were planted out at that time, though the Grevillea and the Syzigium have really thrived.

Subsequent to both my own and Garry's experiences, I read an item in the 1999 WANATCA Yearbook about Pecan nuts as
seedlings/ saplings and how quickly they develop a strong and deep tap root. To overcome losses after planting out, the experts advocate cutting
off, with a spade, the tap root at least 10" below ground level , a year before the pats are moved for the saplings to be planted. Obviously
removal would need to be assisted with a spade or fork as lateral and feeder roots would have strongly developed around the severed area.

BUTTERFLIES HAVE BEEN GETTING WIDER MEDIA PUBLICITY THAN USUAL

Recmﬂyhmrdaneﬂemn]ngislcmﬁngcmmabuuﬂhcinmsmgmmhaor 'cﬂﬁvms‘gaiﬂugpoplﬁmﬂyands!eadﬂymplacing
thenormnlvaﬁeﬁeswhichusedmbegmmtheavmagcgardm Ilsemsthalculﬁmmbasicaﬂyselecmdfnrthcirappeamnm,andnm
for utility, one of the disadvantages being Lhmﬂowmarcof'a[mmandshapcthatnmtarisunablembcobtainedbyinseatsorthmthue

Included in 'The Node', BRAIN N/L No 15 Sept '”mmimrepmﬁngammﬁngwhﬁmankJordanspakcabnmbunmﬂyfood
plants and who supplied a handout giving lists of plants and the butterflies that nse them. The full list, and other aformation about butterflies
and host plants is available from the Butterfly and Other Invertebrates Club phane (Brisbane) 3844 6677 or 3349 1967. BRAIN's write-up
included a number of species - large trees, understorey plants, low growers and ground covers and the particular butterflies whose larvae rely on
them. The Node' always includes many articles both of general interest and of specific reference to the Brisbane region. Contact is RESG
member Kenneth McClymont, phone 3403 4030 (work) or fax 3899 1243.

In addition Trevor Deane gave me a comprehensive list of host plants and butterfly species that use them for food source. This is a
most extensive reference and is available in Group files for perusal by interested people, or loan to distant members.

GARRY DALY ASKS IF A MEMBER MAY HAVE A BULB OF AMORPHOPHALLUS GALBRA (SNAKESKIN LILY) TO SPARE

This is one oftheAmids&ummrnmththmmmheammhatmsmlpanandahhongh similar to Cunjevoi Alocasia
macrorrhiza, it dies back to a large flattened tuber during the dry season. Ilisendemicmmn'nnrtherurcgiansandhuslargelcavesuptom
across with a fleshy smooth leaf stalk, patterned like a snake's skin. Flowers resemble those of the Arum Lily. Said to be a good garden plant -
though preferring warmer climes, good drainage and arganically rich soils it will grow in areas with cold winters but must be kept dry while
dormant.

Garry requires a tuber to avoid an embarrassing situation, but that is anather story. If you have one, send it to him ¢/~ P. O, North
Nowra 2541.

THREE REASONABLY NEW NATIONAL PARKS AT NE NSW ARE WELL WORTH A VISIT

Richmond Range NP is renowned for its rare gum species, extensive old-growth forest and the World Heritage Cambridge Plateau
RF. There is a diverse range of native fauna as would be expected to be found in relatively undisturbed habitat. Access is from Casino via the
Bruxner Hwy and then the Cambridge Plateau Forest drive, i

Tooloom NP contains World Heritage listed Tooloom Scrub RF as well as important areas of red gum and flooded gum. Rare and
endangered birds (Coxen's fig parrot and black-hreasted button-quail) survive here. There is a picnic area, a lookout and walking tracks; access
is via the Urbenville - Legume Road (sealed), 10 km south west of Urbenville.

Toonumbar NP. Extensive sub tropical RFs - protect threatened plants and animals including the sooty owl, red-legged
pademelon and yellow-bellied gliders. Dome Mountain and Murray Scrub are Warld Heritage listed. Extensive views from Murray Scrub
lookout, and walking tracks lead into the RF. Access is from the Toonumbar forest Drive, a gravel road, 15 km ecast of Urbenville.

Further details of all three can be obtained from the Kyogle office of NP&WS on (02) 6632 1473.

(Ed. We had a brief look at all three in 1986 when they were State Forests, and were suitably enough impressed to resolve to return for a longer
stay at a later time. Alas, we have not yet been back. We should arganise a north NSW - SE Qld get-together there in the near future. Murrays
Scrub is quite impressive, and Cambridge Plateau cried out for further mvestigation. When do we go?

QLD REGION 1999 CONFERENCE TOUR BOOKLETS ADDED TO GROUP REFERENCE LIBRARY

Jan very kindly forwarded the published notes of the 'Wallum & Mangroves' and Brisbane Forest Park and Samford areas' tours for our
records. All tours were well attended with about 160 - 180 participants; the sometimes wet conditions stoically accepted. There were 25
lectures at the Conference and I am sure that most of these would have been of interest to most RFSG people. Like to have been there, It must
have been good for all participants to have tried some of the 10 varieties of native fruit Jams Jan cooked, about 100 bottles in total, on scones.



CONSERVE BIODIVERSITY OR PAY THE PRICE — WARNS CSIRO CHIEF

(This article a in NATURAL HERITAGE, The Journal of the Natural Heritage Trust, Edition 1/No. 1, Autumn 1998. NATURAL
HERITAGE is published quarterly by Environment Australia and the Department of Primary Industries and Energy. A leading CSIRO scientist
believes time is running out for the lucky country to conserve its unique biological diversity.)

The assistant chief of CSIRO Wildlife and Ecology, Denis Saunders, wants all Australians to urgently consider the problem of
declining biological diversity. " Australians are living on borrowed time as the amazing array of ecological systems that make up our biological
diversity break down and decline. Researchers fear that too few Australians appreciate that this will have an adverse impact on all our futures.

Whﬂethcimmediﬂehnpactefdmﬁnminhinlogimldivasitymighlbesemincnunh‘yarws.thescalcofthepmblemwouldaﬂ'ect
the lives of all Australians. Itwillaﬁ‘ectourabilitytoprodmefood,omancmstocleanwaler,ourcostofﬁvingandharmothainﬂustriessunh
as tourism, recreation, forestry and construction.” DrSmmdmmidbidnginﬂdivmsitymdmpinmdomﬁfesuppuﬁsystms:maimmmmof
the atmosphere; formation of soils, nutrient cycling; disposal of wastes; production of clean water; provision of food and fibre; and building
materials. It also protected us from change. He believed that the loss of biological diversity would compound greenhouse effects many times
over.

'IheCS]ROscicnﬁslhasspmtthspasﬂﬁymsmdyingtheewsysmmsofthswhmtbeninsouﬂl—wmtem.ﬁustmlia. "In that time I
havemwidespreadlandclwnnces,dmﬁncinbiolngicaldiversityandﬂmsubmqucmlossofprodnctivclandasdrylandsaﬁnitysp:wds
across the cropping zone like an unchecked cancer. Healthy biological diversity, on the other hand, enhances a system's power of survival and
adaptation. Lookaithzlmdsmpﬁofthelivi.ngdad.'I‘hmcmajmﬁc,manne,mﬁvemﬂmidntsomunhofouragricnlnlraloounu)fside.
SomeofmmwacpmbahkygmwingwthnpminkachsnedmcEas!CmstofAnmﬁ&

Whenyoulookcloselyyouseethauhaeisalmostmmgmnﬁmsommmfcwyoungumtompl.acethm. Clearing of native
vegelalionhns1eftthe.mimmmmmmcmngdmcmﬂmcsﬁsmwmmmmmmmmmw
haveexposedthcmtoinm:asinglcvelsofsaﬁnityaswe]lasmakingthemiuo—envimnmmlmﬂtableformgmemﬁon. In addition, insect and
birdpoﬂinatomthﬁemdepmdonmayhavcdiaappum:iAsammﬂLmdsdm&mtmdthemwumcrbemplawdbecausethm'sm
younger generation to succeed them. mmw&mmmm,mmmmmmﬁvmmmumpem
flourish, entire life-support systems begin to fail. Wsju&mgmuﬂexmpleﬁghﬁghﬁnghowmicemmmumdeyadcasmewﬁew
of life is lost. Australia's enormous store of biological diversity can truly be said to be the nation's real wealth, but it is under threat. If we
don't act soon that wealth could be lost, and it will our children who are the poorer” ‘

Ed. Our rainforests cantain mare biological diversity than does the rest of the cantinent. e.g. The tropical farests of Far Nth Qld are
thcmostdivaseforminOz:meycmmm3000plmtsped=s,amirdofnmmmma1&hﬂfmehhdsmdammnﬁofmcmpﬁlesinanareajust
one thousandth of the size of Australia. Mfms&cmmmmehjghﬂmmtaﬁmofpﬁmiﬁveﬂgwmsplmmmmewld

Aswell,omnaﬁmisﬁcglohals&m@nﬁfmSubﬂopimlRainfmmghmcymwon}ymﬂz.wﬂsqlmreld]nmet:es,having
suffered extensively from clearing and logging.. TheymfnmdinthcumhﬁslqmdNSWandthmughSEQld. Although simpler than
tropical forests, they are still highly diverse. Add the remnants of the monsoon, cool temperate and warm temperate RFs and we have barely
20,000 sq. km. left of our once-extensive, various RF types. Asyouknnw,themnlinmuomls‘?,ﬁsz,mﬂsq.km;soammonequanaofl%of
ourlandma.sssupportspoﬁhlyso%oftheinwtemmrethmhalfofmnbhﬂsand&n@almnsthalfthcmammalsmdreptﬂesanﬂa
hugevmietyofintemsﬁng,andecmnmimllymhmbhp]mlspmim,somcendmnictoatinymofsuﬂahlehabim.

Sadly,andmhlydmmtmﬂmidity,RFdeFspaﬁﬂ(Mﬂmamdfama)msﬁﬂsubjecltoongoingthmm-landclwmce
and logging in some states, fire and disease. Mmynf&csmaﬂxﬁagnmtsm&m:med,andhdmdbeingloﬂbywwdﬂmsim.

Those on the ‘net can obtain further information by accessing Australian Environment at http:/fwww.erin.gov.au.

A further warning from s CSIRO scientist was given last September. Steve Cark of the Wildlife & Ecology Division stated that the
mainlmmceofanamptablcsﬁndmdofhnmmﬁfemaybeﬂﬁsk\m]mthevalneofhiodivusi:yinnahnalemsyﬂansisrewgnisai
immediately by Australians. "We don't take the value and benefits enongh into account when managing natural resources” (Does he mean
exploiting them? Ed.) mmmmmwmmMmmmmmmmmwﬂmsm

Eoosysl:e:nwvinesmshldethcpmﬁsimofc]mnah'mdwm,nmmlfaﬁﬁmﬁmmdnunimtmycﬁnginsoils,poﬂinatinn.pest
contml,gmeticmomtcs.fmimiﬁgaﬁmnrcﬁmmmmmdmdﬂbmcﬁm. "We don't get economic signals when these
valuesaredcgmdingmﬁlwefmdﬂweisshngecostmﬁxurmpmmmn."

And another report from the UK (The Living Planet Report in 1998) fonnd that humans have destroyed more than 30% of the natural world
since 1970, with serious depletion of the forests, fresh water and marine systems an which life depends. Consumption pressure has doubled in
the past 25 years and continues to accelerate. (EiYouwinremﬂmtmeconﬁnnameudboambyewmmists.poﬁﬁcmns,pmmm
marketers that 'Australia has, and can maintain an ongoing growth rate of over 4% a year!' I trust you realise that on this basis, our consumption
is doubli 18 2

Carbon dio:ddemﬁssionshavedouh]edsinne1970andarefarmcxcwofthenannalworld'sabiﬁtymdbsorbthmn,mlemﬁns
global warming. Woodmdpapacmmpﬁonhmmmsedbymmj:dsmdmomfmwsmmmgedmumimbly. Marine fish
conmmpﬁonhasmoretbsndouhledandmnstofmewldsﬁshmnmmmeithaﬁ:ﬂymploimdorindaclina.

Omleadmhipmmhavepﬁmiﬁmmldymmmnicismm-mmhimﬁowdstntcdiulan‘thatthemomicgoals
whichhesetforthenmdIchwmwuldmtbemhicved“iMmfmmnfpamalmwsinmm'. I firmly believe that he has a hide
settingthaxﬁxture....whiletotallyignmingsuchpolicy‘seﬁ‘ectsonthemvimnmmiaswcllasneglmﬁngcnvimnmmtalconshnintsonamﬁom
economy and its ability to exist.

Anevengreaxcrsourceofcunmisthcprmenimphasisthal'ﬁm&ade’ovuﬁdmanyothermnsidzmﬁmsv.'ithmeUSandEurope
arguing that all international agreements are subservient to World Trade Organisation agreements (The Guardian 27.11.99). So labour, health,
environmental, social welfare and other basic individuals' rights are to be ignored in the interests of wealthy and powerful multinational
companies and monopoly producers?

" As the world becomes economically richer, it becomes environmentally poorer” (Dr. Norman Myers, Green College, Oxford.)

INDONESIAN FORESTS ARE FAST DISAPPEARING THROUGH ILLEGAL CLEARING AND INCOMPETENT
ADMINISTRATION

Each year since 1986, an estimated average 13,000 square kilometres has been destroyed. At this rate the still vast tracts of RF of
Kalimantan and Sumatra will be gone within 15 years. 75 million cubic metres of wood is being logged every year , for wood, pulp and paper
products, Just 25 million cu. m. is legal and has some enviranmental controls. The bulk is obtained illegally and costs the government $800
million in lost revenue. Those notorious forest fires of the late '90's destroyed at least 50,000 sq. km. Many of the fires were deliberate, to
illegally clear land for palm oil plantations.

Nobody has been prosecuted. Since [ wrote this, it has been announced that much of Sumatra's remaining RF is on fire - the usual
culprits of loggers and palm oil growers are blamed but still nothing is being done about it.



THE DONORS TO 'DEMOCRACY' GIVE LITTLE OR NOTHING TO ENVIRONMENTAIL CAUSES

Listening to a wireless while putting this N/I together, just heard the amounts our major bib and bub political groups obtained in the
1998 election year. Bib (Labor) received $60 million, mainly from public funding with the balance from union affiliates, and a little from
donations from business groups. The Coalition - Bub - received just $59 million (remember they got less than 40% of the primary vote anyway,
much less than did the Bibs') so received a lot less from taxpayers, nothing (I trust) from Unions, so must have got heaps of donations from
business people. Don't know about the rest of you members, but I am extremely annoyed that unfair and excess profits traders obtain from me
are passed over to any self serving and genera nrepresentative so-called ‘representatives',

Reported business donations to those contesting the 1999 NSW elections included Lend Lease giving $180,000 to Labor, just $40,000
to the Libs ('AFR' 2/9/99). Definitely not A Sprat To Catch A Mackerel, Just a lucky coincidence that this company subsequently won a $51
million contract to build a NSW country hospital. No doubt.

Perhaps though, I do generous companies an injustice. Maybe they do not donate to environmental causes because they are never
asked to contribute. We should approach them for assistance on our conservation activities, to prove a point.

JUDITH BRASS ALSO HAS CONCERNS ON PRIVACY AND POOR ENVIRONMENTAL DECISIONS

Privacy protection: "This seems to be an increasing problem. I do not know how to prevent misuse of member details; I have already
received advertising and promotion material as a result of membership of another Study Group. Other members reported similar approaches. A
few years ago, both my father and I received letiers offering a book called The History of the Brass Family (for $50). Dad decided to buy it as
an aunt was researching family history. It contained names and addresses of all people with the surname Brass, world-wide. Recently some
people I know thought the Aust. Post survey was a compulsary census. One wondered why the government needed to know which type and
brand of cosmetics etc. she and her daughter used."

(Ed. I say again that I will be extremely annoyed if details of membership or any individual interests are obtained by outside organisations as
they will certainly not be from my records, and I hope could not be gained from any APS or SGAP region or group.

On boycotting environmentally destructive companies: "It may be useful to buy a few shares in irresponsible companies to obtain
company reports and voting rights at annual meetings and such. I know a few shares do not hold any real power, but if the reasons for rejecting
directors etc is written on the voting or proxy paper, someone may read them. An example - Recent reports suggest that genetically engineered
food crops are losing favour so I suppose companies that have invested heavily in this technology are looking at other options for making money.

Land Clearing: "I this area (Ipswich) there has been a rush to 'develop' rural land, and clear trees. In my suburb of Karalee there
were over 100 homes/ blocks of land for sale but another 300 were cleared at that time and placed on the market. The Act should have read 'at
least 10% of every property must be maintained in a natural state, or be revegetated to this state.! Unemployed people could earn the 'dole' by
collecting seed, propagating and maintaining such vegetation."

Suggestions wanted for suitable ground cover in a narrow strip of RF garden. "I have recently planted a number of ferns by the back
verandah as [ should be able to give them sufficient water. Would members be able to suggest species that would be useful as ground cover in a
small Rf area? Light levels are high here, as the RF is a maximum of 8m wide; as well, the area is mostly dry due to root competition from the
established plantings. Fishbone fern from N.Q. is about the only thing that does well, but it is a declared weed here."

CAROLINE HASKARD AND THE KINGAROY SGAP BRANCH INVOLVED IN RESTORING A LOCAL 'SCRUB'

It is at Semgreens Rd, Nanango - just a few acres and on a boundary of 2 local councils which ensures a multitude of interest groups
being involved. Vegetation is described as Low Microphyl Vineforest (LMVF) - about 9 - 15m tall with mixed evergreen and semi-evergreen
emergents and upper tree layer species; araucarian and deciduous emergents rare or absent. Nok only is it an endangered ecosystem but it is
home to the endangered Black-breasted button Quail. NHT funding under the Threatened Species Program is the way we are going; all
government officials involved feel confident that we should obtain this. The site had been used as gravel dump for road works, so while
knocked around a bit, it hadn't been disturbed on a continuing basis. There are at least a half dozen groups supporting Caroline's drive to restore
the area to its previous condition and a number of local residents are also enthusiastic about its restoration. Landcare and Greening Australia
are particularly happy to have this Branch up and running, and with its priorities directed to natural vegetation.

(Ed. Caroline has taken up my oft repeated urging that RFSG members socialise with nearby fellows - she and Michael recently visited Don
Yates, and checked out additional local remnant areas with Harry Franz.

As well, she sent us a copy of a Qld DNR Land Protection leaflet on the weed pest Camphor Laurel, which would perhaps not go
down too well with some in northern NSW who seemingly ignore the increasing environmental costs from the incessant spread of this dreadful
introduction. Also a Kingaroy & district branch November 1999 N/L that included many items relevant to RF; classification of local RF
communities, burning regimes, a landholders synopsis of his experiences on a once rainforested area and the history of Camphorlaurel in
northern NSW, and a species list for the Environmental Park at kingaroy Heights. The branch outing to this Dry RF patch, classified as SEVT
(Semi-evergreen Vine Thicket) had 33 people on the day - a terrific resull. During a 3 hour tour of the remnant, 77 native species were
identified (plus 6 weeds) including the rare Denhamia parvifolia known from only 6 locations.

Caroline asks if members would be interested in swapping plants through the post. She saw a reference to this in a previous N/L and
asked me for further details - my best answer was to actually post her some surplus seedlings which did arrive in good condition. She is a keen
propagator and is busy revegetating their block so if people are interested they should contact her direct at the address listed in a previous page.

DON YATES HAS BEEN STUDYING THE ABORIGINAL USES OF RF PLANTS IN SOME DETAIL

He writes "It was interesting to find that far from the white man introducing them to drugs and drink, they already knew about such
things long before we introduced our own varieties. Group winemakers - give away your Davidsons Plum, Cissus and other fruits of the forest;
instead get onto Duboisia myoporoides which extends from the NSW [llawarra, along the coast and tablelands as rar as Cape York Peninsuila,
also in New Guinea and New Caledonia. People who have drunk a concoction made from the juice of this tree have called it Donkey Kick
Juice!, though the aboriginal name was 'Ngmoo' or 'Onungunabie’. (I'have been told that after a couple of sips you start talking like that, -
yourself.) It is recommended that it is best to drink it whilst lying down - to avoid falling over. The concoction is made by drilling holes in the
trunk and filling them with water, and here's the only drawback - it's not matured until the next day. Thave been assured that its potency will
put the imbiber in a stupor for several days.

There are at least 16 other RF plants that were, or maybe still are, used for a similar purpose but I am hesitant to name them in case
any of our readers end up with brain damage."

Don also mentioned that as he acquires further knowledge of the local remnant RF that somehow managed to survive continual
onslaughts over the past century or so, he has an idea of what an impressive place it must have been. "It seems to have been the meeting point
between northern and southern plants with an impressive array or rare and threatened remnants. More on this matter at a later time."



MANY OF OUR MEMBERS ARE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN FROGS

robert Heyblok asked for FATS cantact address, and it occnrred to me that others may like to take their interest further, so I list some
state contacts Victorian Frog Group PO Box 424 Brunswick 3056, NSW Frog and Tadpole Study Group PO box A2405 Sydney South 1235:
Queensland Frog Society PO Box 7017 East Brisbane 4169.

For those interested in tadpales as snch, or their part in a 'life cycle’: a book of identification and life history studies will soon be
available. "Tadpoles of Southeastern Anstralia" by Marion Anstis covers 84 species of frag tadpoles and eggs fram SE Qld, ACT, Vic and
Tas including over 200 colour photos, many illnstrations, distributions, detailed descriptions, illustrated keys, how to keep and raise tadpoles,
conservation issues, frogs in the garden. Marion explained that the publishers need some assirance of a minimum sales figure and waondered
whether there would be much interest from RFSG people. (She sourced same content from Booyong' while Garry Daly was mare involved
through his experiences in frog and tadpole research.)

Indications of interest, to be informed when this book is published may be sent to marion(@zeta.org.au. or us Luddites can use the
phone - (02) 9456 1698 (home).

If you want to either maintain resident frog populations, or to introdnce frogs to your area - keep cats away! A cat can catch
several dozen frogs per night, not to eat but merely as an ammsement to kill ar canse death throngh shock or trauma. Sort of like us humans who
enjoy the thrilling 'spart' of hunting and killing animals which we generally do not utilise for food ar clothing.

INTRODUCING BEV AND PETER CORNELIUS — FROM KEMPSEY (NSW MID NORTH COAST)

"We joined the APS at the end of 1998, and later RFSG. We own Tallow Wood Tropical Nursery, west of Kempsey and specialise in
propagating and growing RF plants and tropical froit trees. Our interest in RF began when we arrived at our property (from Canberra) and
acquired many unlabelled plants which we had fun trying to identify. This with our desire to revegetate the properfy and replace Lantana with
trees began our interest in RF plants. We jained the Macleay Valley Afforestation Assn., an organisation which provides tubestock to local
landholders to revegetate their properties and we now supply RF species to this organisation. A task we undertook last year was to revegetate
the old Yessabah limestone quarry which adjoins the Yessahah Caves Reserve, a small but degraded patch of RF which contains a few unique
species such as the Willi Willi laurel, Crypracaria sp. We have planted about 1000 trees, mostly RF species, on that site to date.

We also belong to an organisation called Narth Coast Native Foods, a co-operative whose members are growing RF species in a
plantation situation. We have planted out 3 varieties of Davidsons Plum (Davidsania spp), Riberry (Syzigium leuhmanii), and 3 species of
Backhousia - citriodora, anisata, and myrtifolia. We joined the RFSG so that we could leamn from and enjoy the interaction with people who
share the same interests."

Ed. They included a list of plants currently in stock at the nursery. This totalled 151 species and covered a wide variety of both popular and
specialist plants; most stock available in tubes to advanced specimens.

CONSERVATION ISSUES ARE BEING DISCUSSED BY OUR SOCIETY MORE FREQUENTLY

Victoria's Journal Dec '99 stated "The respanses to the Society's involvement in conservation was an interesting ane. A few members
were adamant that the Society should not get involved, but the general thrust of responses was in education especially of indigenous plants,
biodiversity, ecosystems and weed invasion; growing indigenous for revegetation projects; liaising with conservation groups: lobbying
government particularly in preservation of bushland areas and roadside verges: and purchasing bushland areas and covenanting.”

The same Journal reported "Canservation Messages from ASGAP Brishane Conference" Issues that were addressed include the
importance of conserving remaining areas of viable remnant natural bushland and conserving flora species in general. On more than one
occasion we were exhorted to take all passible preventative measures to avoid species becaming endangered in the wild and to take a serious
interest in all conservation matters”. One Speaker argued that we must arrest the current loss of viable remnant bushiand; and, Encourage
more ecologically sound landscape repair projects. Another - "In the next few decades as much as a quarter of all plant species could be lost

Jorever if action is not taken now. Conservationists alane cannot hape to save them. Everyone needs to play a role in the protection of plant
life around the world " Also - "human impacts during revegetation and population enhancement can reduce the genetic variation within
populations. For exampie, if replanting from one or only a few trees, survival opportunities will be decreased. Such replanting can lead to
increased inbreeding and further genetic drift as the population is flooded with seed and pollen of one genotype.”

It seems obvious - the ‘Garden Club Syndrame' of SGAP/ APS is now well on the way out. Marvellous!

CONFUSION IN TOP POLITICAL CIRCLES ON NATURAL HERITAGE TRUST FUNDING

[ usually manage to obtain & copy of Prime Minister Howard's Reparts' to voters in his Bennelong electarate and rarely fail to be
surprised by an apparent lack of perception of the mare obvious matters important to the future of us all. Usually economic topics dominate
such reports, and environment never gets a mention; however the last (undated) letter before Xmas, to his electorate included segments 'a better
environment' and ‘rural Australia'.

On the Rural Australia bit is the statement * $1.25 billion Natural Heritage Trust to repair and restore the environment and create
Jobs in the bush.

In the Environment section (same page, next column) the wording * Established Australia's largest environmental package, the $1.5
billion Natural Heritage Trust. 2222222272

However, though completely surprised, I was overjoyed to see that he stated ‘8350 million to preserve and revegetate native
bushland'. Also'3100 million for purchasing natianal parks and conserving endangered species. That $450 million is either over a third of
that expenditure, or 30% of the amount depending an which fignre Mr Howard quoted is the correct one. Great news, especially since it was
universally considered that from its inception, the N.H.T. was nothing but an electoral pork barrel and a sop to the majarity opposed to a Telstra
disposal, and that there never was a real intention to acquire land or to preserve remnant vegetation permanently

A friend wrote, seeking details of the places and areas that have been acquired to pass an such great news to RFSG members. His
office replied promptly on Feb 2 "Mr Howard has written an your behalf to the Minister for the Environment and as soon as we are in receipt of
his reply we will be in contact with you again." Another example of people using material to gain advantage, even though they have no idea of
the details, or in effect if it is factual? Anyway, today is the 13th March and there has been no reply since the ackmwledgement of 2nd Feb.
which indicates to me that there have been no National Parks or any area of natural vegetation acquired. Or else that questions asked of
supposedly democratically elected representatives are ignored, deliberately ar otherwise. I'm annoyed, and somewhat underwhelmed by such
treatment. Perhaps everyone is just too busy with mandatory sentencing, nursing homes, Telstra sell-off, Olympics and other crucial issues to
worry about voters basic concerns.
No wonder the country is in its present state - nobody knows what is going on.



FROM THE INTERNET - INTO OUR FILES

Richard has sent a heap of relevant information that would be of interest to many RFSGers and I do regret that I haven't the capacity to
include more detail in the N/L. All are in our library/ record files and are available for perusal or loan. Recent additions include;

Diploglottis campbellii (Small-leaved Tamarind). Only 30 adult trees are known to remain in its natural habitat (mostly in a narrow 1
ha strip). This leads to 8 Register of Trees' in the Tweed Shire set up after inept Council works which damaged specimens in public areas.
Rich considers the Register handy for various species and approx. locatians for those wanting to see such rarities in their once original habitat.

Forests of East Gippsland (Vic) Current Timber Production. (Almost sustainable at long last!)

Rainforest Conservation. 2 pages - basic details.

Habitat Fragmentation. 2 pages - basic details.

Cape York Peninsula. 7 pages - Areas of Conservation significance (1995) Subject references only. Plus 10 descriptive maps

Underlying Causes of Deforestation and Forest Degradation & Policy Implications in Australia. 32 pages.

Richard mentioned an interesting web site called Eco Portal * which appears to have a plethora of information available for the
ecominded individuals. He also joined a Forest email list , the source of a couple of the above items.

* Includes 'Paper Parks' Illustrate Magnitude of Threat to Worlds Forests. 6 pages.
‘Worldwide RF/ Biodiversity Campaign News. 3 pages.
'World Trade Organisation pursuing a Global, Free Logging Agreement. 7 pages

As well, included in his regular carrespondence are comments on topics dear to my heart such as nuclear concerns, greenhouse,
foreign debt and many other subjects that most prefer to close their eyes to.

His recent classic - They are wandering what to call the first decade of the new millennium, starting in less than a year. Some have
suggested the noughts. Why not call it the decade of change where humanity puts the planet of its petty struggle for the mighty dollar. This
needs to be the decade that we take care of our precious natural heritage so that our future generations and the many wonderful creatures that
co-inhabit our world cantinue to survive and prosper. The time has came that we look at the big picture, not what's in our back yard. 1 believe
we have only a few years befare the trend is irreversible."

All this probably leads to - Why dan't we set up a loosely informal philosophical and deep discussion unit within the Group? I reckon
I know of a couple of other likely participants.

A BRUSH TURKEY ALECTURA LATHAMT MOUND CAN YIELID VERY MANY SEEDLINGS

Several years ago we discovered such 'nest' an a creek bank at Xmas time, and recently we have been removing some of the now well-
composted material for inclusion in potting mix, as plant regeneration there seems to have ended. Previously, during the following spring I
made a number of trips to the mound to collect small seedlings - at cotyledon stage - to pot on and ascertain what species and numbers
germinated in the debris.

Results: Wonga Vine 3; Koda 1; Trema aspera 2; Alectryan subcinereus 4, Guioa semiglauca 4, Cissus antarctica 78, and Cassine
australis 27. Comments: Cissus germinates like weeds in distnrbed natnral places here, while a couple of Cassines in that location
usually fruit heawvily.

RECORDING SPECIES IN A LOCALITY - DISCOSSION ON PROCEDURES COMMENCES

Past N/Ls have touched on this subject - Ros Runciman's mention of the Timelines Project and Dave Brays thoughts on yecord criteria,

Dave has given me examples of the system that he has recently set up that covers Scientific Name, Common Name, Family, Observer,
Date, Notes (where relevant). There is a key at the bottom of each sheet of - habitat; abundance; legal status.

Personally, I merely recard plants insects and animals under scientific plos common names on a main list, occasionally with comments
as to location, date or exceptional seasonal conditions.

How far do we go?...... What are other recarders doing; how do they determine how relevant data is to be compiled and do they have
some exceptional methodical set-up that we should all consider using?

THAT TOYOTA LANDCRUISER AD. SHOWING DESTRUCTION OF A RF AREA HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN

On commercial TV, of course, was an eyc-opening scene of about 20 Toyota vehicles aimlessly stirring up dust and remnant vegetation
in what became a dust-bow] afier 17 episodes of ‘why we shonld all by a Landeruiser and bogger up a farest near you'. What they didn't show
was the original site that was ance covered in vegetation. A variety of nature loving owners and drivers insisted on proving their dominance
over an until then, pristine site. That was a disgraceful advertisement to enconrage mindless city consumers to buy a totally unnecessary product
that (hopefully) they would never use. Heaven farbid - if even 10% of 4wd owners acted as irresponsibly as those in the ad we'd have no
accessible areas of vegetation left after a few years of ‘fun'.

LAND FOR WILDLIFE PROGRAM

Included in my built-up files for N/L inclusion is a letter from NSW NP&WS received last June that covered the introduction of this
scheme into NSW. Land for wildlife is a voluntary support scheme which aims to encourage and assist private landholders to conserve wildlife
and its habitat on private land. Imay have mentioned previonsly that modest financial benefits can be obtained by gennine participants (rate
exemptions, assistance with fencing, replanting, and weed eradication etc.) though few people wonld participate for economic reasans.

Seven information notes accompanied the letter - Identification and Distribution of Plants and Animals; Integrating Wildlife,
Shelterbelts; Natural Tree Hollows; Glossy black-cockatoo; Echidnas; Fox Cantrol The notes are basic, but of interest, anyone wanting to
further investigate this opportunity to protect property that they may especially appreciate should approach their State's conservation service or

commission.

MANY VOTERS APPALLED AT FPRIME MINISTER'S IRRESPONSIEILITY IN PROTECTION OF LOCAL WILDLIFE

The Australian' 4.3.2000 suggested that Mr. Howard shonld keep his cat away from the (Pacific black) ducks. That useless animal
was prime suspect of causing panic to a group of ducklings in the groimds of his Sydney residence, Kirribilli House. WIRES were called in to
rescue 7 birds and due to prompt removal and diligent care, just 2 did not survive. WIRES urged that the cat be kept inside at night and as
much as possible be kept away from any wildlife adding "It is important that Anstralia's leaders also act responsibly and within the law in
regard to native animals. Native animals shonld not be treated as an inconvenience."

A report the following week, perhaps tangne in cheek?, claimed that the PM enquired as to whether the local ducks could be relocated,
thus allowing his cat to again roam freely. And to knock off any remaining famma - birds, reptiles and the larger insects, one could assume?

No doubt in the course of the next election campaign, Mr FH. will place hand on heart and claim to be the most concerned

evironmentalist in our nation. And the majority will believe him. Who am I to criticise anyway?



THE WORLD'S WORST WEED CHROMOLAENA ODORATA (SIAM WEED) GROWING IN NORTH QLD

It was discovered around Tully in 1994 and an article by Greg Brown a QDNR officer in the July '99 issue of the Australian
Association of Bush Regenerators N/L added "Siam Weed is a very aggressive shrub forming dense thickets and climbing 30m into the tree
canopy. It has been recognised as the world's worst weed. The risk to Australia is mainly to 'our remaining WorlYHeritage listed wet tropics
RF areas, but also to grazing lands (as it is poisonous). Not only does the weed smother vegetation, but it is very fire prone, thus increasing the
fire frequency along the edges of RF, rapidly reducing its extent.

We are unsure how it got into Oz, but the suspects include contaminated machinery from S.E. Asia, a cyclone carrying seed from New
Guinea, and seed brought in an the clothes/camping equipment of back packers. The seriousness of the situation meant that rapid and definitive
action was required.”...... It was found to be growing on an extensive length of the Tully River, through pockets of RF around Mission Beach
and throughout a grazing property adjoining the Wet Tropics. It was found that Siam Weed was also being inadvertently spread by organic
farmers and co-op farms via the swapping of machinery and other materials.

Now, we have 2 people working permanently in the area surveying further and further into the Wet Forest forests, and twice a year a
control team forms to undertake maintenance control. Due to these efforts, we believe that a major environmental disaster has been averted."

Van passed on this item and he cansiders that tourism seems to be the most likely cause - the Tully River is renowned for White
Water rafting and the same people would be doing that sport in S.E. Asia

"YOUR LAND HAS RIGHTS" - A GUIDE TO LEGAL RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF LANDOWNERS

This booklet has been produced at the request of several Landcare Gronps around Wollombi, north of Sydney. It was put together by
the NSW Environmental Defender’s Office, a non-profit, non-governmental community legal centre. It covers - The Bush: Land Clearing; Fires;
Rubbish & other pollutants; Chemicals & Pests, Threatened Species. The Creek: Using water; Polluting water sources. Roads, Dams and
buildings. Livestock and Introduced Species. Other: Heritage, Access, Minerals; Enforcing the Law.

Rights and obligations are given concisely and clearly. e.g. You need approval to clear (in NSW at least) native vegetation but the
various exceptions to this requirement are given; how to obtain such approval, penalties liable for illegal clearing. Same with fires you may
start. With water, coverage includes 'Who Owns the Water an your Property', Permission to use it; or to store it; about possible pollution from
your activities. What procedures are necessary for many developments you desire.

As well, it lists where further information can be obtained - contacts such as government agencies, other organisations, reference book
details.......I have a few copies of the boaklet to pass on - but if you would like a small number to distribute, you should contact a RFSG ally and
my old boss - E. Bloom, Wollombi House, Wollomhi NSW 2323

BOOK REVIEW - 'LIVING WITH THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE PINE RIVERS SHIRE'

Ian Cox met the author, John Bowden, who guided a walk throngh ane of the forest areas north of Brisbane , during the ASGAP
Conference. lan said "I thought you might like to read it it is the first time I have heard of a comncil publishing such a boak and its
environmental messages are generally sound. You will be pleased that rf plants feature in the plant lists at the back of the book." He posted me
the boak for me to peruse and generously offered a copy to the Group library, but I feel that postage to and from borrowers would cost as much
as actual purchase of a book - which is a very reasonable $10 and probably should be on every Brishane member's boakshelf anyway. The books
275 pages are divided into ‘Our Early Histary' covering Aboriginal accupation, the coming of the whites, environmental effects of settlement,
and problems from urbanisation; From Now Qn' which includes maintaining and improving habitat for ourselves and native animals and many
other aspects of urban living ; An overview of the continent and of S.E Qld and a heap of appendices that includes Planting List for Rf
Gardens', Plants for Ponds and Bog Gardens', 'Same Butterflies and Larval Food Plants', various contacts and references for further
reading........... Well warth the locals buying a copy.

BACK ON WEEDS - A CLAIM THAT AUSTRALIA'S DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS ARE AT SERIOUS RISK

There was an interesting (depressing?) half page in The Anstralian' 15.1.00 about alien species which considered that "By the time
people realise the magnitude of the weed problem, it can be too late." Let's hope that this does not come to pass.

Some of the figures: Oz is home to around 20,000 native plant species; but a massive 30,000 alien plants have been imported (though
some are of just a few seeds held in a lab or greenhonse, while others grow in small numbers in gardens or murseries). However approx. 3,000
species have got away from us, so far, and have established viahle wild populations. They have become naturalised. Many of the other 27,000
could well become future problems. As well, the tendency for native plant growers to grow species from distant locations bears the risk that
natives can become weeds in their new environments. (As has eventnated with Pittasporum, Wattles, Eucs, etc. already).

Senegal Tea, a South American species was brought here by the aquarium plant trade. Small patches have recently been found
growing on the edges of creeks around Brishane while Alligator Weed and Water Hyacinth have already proved to be disasters to the rivers and
wetlands where they were released.

Finally, SGAP Qld Bulletin Mch 2000 includes a 12 page item, reprinted from that Region's 1998 Conference Papers on 'Weeds: the
Silent Invaders' by Greg Calvert alarmed me greatly. Problem species covering water weeds, vines, grasses shrubs and forbs, trees were all
covered in fair detail, and collectively the information is frightening. A rather ironic comment is ‘many of our weeds are being deliberately
introduced by government agencies for native pasture improvement. These plants are specifically selected for their ability to handle extreme
conditions, spread rapidly, campete with native plants and endure grazing. These same features are the characteristic traits of many weeds.'

WE HAVE A NEW DIRECTOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
He is a Mr. Peter Cochrane who was previonsly employed as the Deputy Executive Director of the Australian Petroleum Production
and Exploration Association. It would seem that a person occupying such pasition would be more likely to have a minerals or mining
background than as an environmentalist, or from an ecological profession. I firmly believe that government environment bodies must be
administered by people with expertise in the natural sciences. Conversely it would be good if oil industry lobbyists and propagandists were
headed by environmentally concerned individuals but T'd verymch doubt that this conld ever happen.
So Mr Cochrane, may we ask what expertise and qualifications you bring to this very responsible and demanding conservation authority?

'MANAGING NATURAL RESOURCES IN RURAL AUSTRALIA FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE' - A DISCUSSION PAPER

A 90 page summary of points to be cansidered in this context - ‘Managing Australia's natural resources - our soil, water, plants and
animals - will be one of the new century's greatest challenges'. This of course, is not an initiative of the nation's most ineffective department
(Environment) but from Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

Iintend to put in a personal submission after I get this N/L out - it has to be in by the end of March. If anyone else would like to have
their views taken into consideration, you can obtain a copy of this boaklet from Countrylink Australia 1800 026 222.
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It seems to me, from a somewhat brief perusal of this paper that the main thrust is - How do we go about maintaining (at least) and
hopefully increasing rural production, maintaining rural social structures, and Oh yes, can we avoid further loss of natural ecosystems? Before I
have fully delved into the paper, I am alarmed that generally, each time ecological sustainability is mentioned, the words 'economic' and 'social'
are included in the phrases. It is impossible for these three atfitudes to be in accord.

NSW AND QLD GOVERNMENTS' NOT FAIR DINKUM WITH THEIR LAND CLEARING RULES

The Carr administration brought in fough new guidelines and regulations' in 1998, and soon afterwards extensively watered them
down. That year, 472 applications were made to clear 135,000 ha of native vegetation - 1 do not know how many were approved. However, last
year there was a massive 784 clearing applications to destroy 168,000 ha of bushland - 95% of these applications were approved, s it can be
assumed that the planet lost somewhere around 160,000. Authorisations were given by the Minister for Agriculture; one may have assumed that
this would have been under the control of the Minister for the Environment but he obviously has no say in this aspect vital to his portfolio.

In Queensland Mr Beattie passed tough legislation last December after flying across his State and being shocked at seeing almost the
whole state was on fire (from land clearing operations). One wonders about the quality of both his advisers and of the relevant public servants
who were either unaware of this situation, or considered it sufficiently unimportant to appraise him of such events. It is now late February, the
legislation has not been enacted despite it being passed over 2 months ago, and panic clearing has accelerated in that time, despite most farmers
being almost bankrupt. It would be interesting to know who is financing all this destruction, and why they are doing so.

NSW has an area of approx. 20 million hectares of forests and woodland remaining (from 52 million when our race invaded the
continent) * and is currently clearing about 0.8% of its vegetation each year.

Conversely Qld had an estimated over 35 million ha of forest which had been reduced by almost a half by 1984 (no doubt well below
a half by now) to say, 18 -19 million ha. An original approx. 48 million ha of woodland down to around 33 million ha today. * It is claimed
that 400,000 ha are being destroyed each year, or an assumed 0.8%

So here we have big bad QId., with no controls whatsoever on retaining our bush and clearing .8% of its land every year which will
result in no native vegetation being lefl in 125 years, and good old environmental NSW with 'stringent controls' - becanse we have a committed
group of politicians aware of their responsibilities to the planet that will, at the current rate totally remove the remaining bushlands in 125 years.

Why do we bother to have land clearing regulations? They don't seem to make a scrap of difference.

Why did Premier Beattie go through all the angst of upsetting his opposition politicians as well as the powerful rural community when
he seemingly intends to allow the current rates of land clearance to continue and to countenance its destructive environmental and ecological
consequences? He has now abandoned laws protecting much of Qld, blaming the Federal government for not giving him money. In turn, the
national government (what an oxymoron that is) blames the QId government stating that land clearing is a state responsibility. As Richard
Logan wrote - "while politicians debate the future of our forests, huge areas are being bulldozed in Qld, almost at the rate of clearing in the
Amazon Basin, Although Qld may not have the biodiversity of the Amazon, surely it has its own importance sufficient to justify its retention?
We haven't learnt from the past - we just continue to make the same mistakes."

Often, whenever I criticise my state government for its deception on claiming to have the best environmental record of any Oz
government people say - "the other lot would be worse". So bloody what - a forest will be cleared next year rather than tomorrow doesn't
terribly enthuse me; that biodiversity of an ecosystem will be maintained for a further 12 months before it is totally lost to posterity? Big deal.
Both the conservatives and the workers friends are playing us for idiots, yet we righteously go around defending one set and running down the
other lot. Proves the politicians are right, I am afraid - the electorate wouldn't have a brain between the lot of them.

* These figures from Native Vegetation Clearance, Habitat Loss & Biodiversity Decline - Dept of the Environment ete. 1995.

Postscript. A discussion on 21.2.00 quoted the dormant QId land clearing legislation as permitting the destruction of 250,000 ha annually. At
that rate it would take as long as 200 years to completely clear that State of its tree cover.

PPS. Tasmania Region APS journal 'Eucryphia’, Mch 2000 included an item on the acquisition of plants from a Nth Qld nursery which
required - Sale Permit (from Dept of Primary industry and from the Forestry Commission), Commercial Wildlife Licence (Dept. of the
Environment); Wildlife Harvesting Licence (Dept. of Environment). This requirement is due to the concern of Mr Beattie's government to
protect the state's environment. At the same time - 400,00 ha of his remnant vegetation is being cleared each year? Such bizarre decisions
indicate (to me at least) that the great bulk of the planets blockheads can be found in Oz, in powerful and influential positions and who are
responsible for the stupid decisions made by puppets voted into office by uneducated electors.

PROBABLY - TO AVOID CONTINUAL DIVISION IN OUR COMMUNITY - WE SHOULD CLEAR EVERY LAST TREE
Instead of arguing the toss, and upsetting the elite who 'own' the land and who have a God-given right to do whatever they want
through legal property rights, and dumbos like me who believe that such land, together with air and water, is the basis of our survival and that it
must be maintained in a sustainable state, we can end our differences by getting together to try and determine how we may exist on a barren
planet.
Two hundred and twelve years of continual destruction of this continent is not sufficient for the powerful and influential elite, already
enormously wealthy; they want the very last tree, grain of gold and drop of water to increase their assets and influence.

"YOU PAY ME MONEY - AND I WON'T DESTROY YOUR ENVIRONMENT" IS A DEMAND OFTEN UTTERED NOWADAYS

This was a recent comment in a national paper, where a Sydney reader likened such demands (usually from farmers) to the old
Hollywood movies' "Give me the money or the kid gets it1" He claimed that their various lobby groups have successfully side-stepped ‘the
polluter pays' principle and asks - "does an outback farmer gets his car serviced or does he wait until it starts to make smoke or leak oil, so he
can demand compensation to get it fixed?" That analogy surely fits those groups in our community, who claim to suffer from earlier
unsustainable production regimes, and frequently call on taxpayers to pay to remedy such previous stupidity or perhaps genuine mistakes. And
then continue to practice the same destructive routines!

400,000 HECTARES OF NSW FORESTS 'UNLOCKED' BY STATE GOVERNMENT

This seemed a strange statement by the minister for Lands early in March. Many areas, large and small as yet uncommitted to timber
removal, have been earmarked for more intensive public use, particularly 4 wheel driving, horse riding and 'people to walk their dogs' (sic)
under new forest management regulations. Perhaps we are hit with a double whammy here - not only should the areas have been added to the
reserve system for basic conservation purposes (though allowing low-intensity public use) but we also have the threat - probability - of further
increasing such problems as dreaded Phyophthora, Mundulla Yellows and similar pathogens, weeds, wildfires, erosion etc.

Methinks not a lot of thought went into this decision. It is obvious that in NSW at least, the present government has little sympathy
with the idea of having reasonable areas of the state set aside for uneconomic and tranquil situations, just for the other millions of species other
than humnans that also exist on our continent. Perhaps they are unaware that such creatures exist?
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KARL & KARIN ANDERSSON'S KILLABAKH LAND NOW PROTECTED BY A VOLUNTARY CON SERVATION AGREEMENT

RFSG members for some years and living on the other side of the Comboyne Plateau from us, near the town of Wingham with its
famous Brush, they too are excited at having the bulk of their place protected in perpetuity. Actually both our properties were being considered
at the same time, theirs being larger than Booyong and with some steep terrain, the surveys took longer to complete hence approval took a
couple of months longer to be gazetted.

They have 118 ha under the VCA, with the 6 ha balance as their living area and available for any reasonable uses of their choosing,
Previous to their ownership, the property had been a dairy farm with much of the land cleared for cattle. Natural regeneration has been assisted
with appropriate plantings, though like most of us away from overdevelopment, wallabies are a bit of a problem with regenerating plants. Karin
had always been impressed with the wide variety of flora and fauna found on their land and originally intended to list it as a Wildlife Refuge but
opted to take the more protective VCA, to ensure the long-term protection of its natural habitats.

FOR THE CD ROM ENTHUSIAST — RECENT RELEASES COVERING NATIVE PLANTS

Richard Logan tells of two roms put out by Orkology Kreations Software. With a name like that, T am sure that they would have really
double checked their facts to ensure that information provided is completely factual! The Plants Directory: volume 1; N.E.NSW' contains
around 4700 taxa (970 exotic spp.), 7000 pages of info, 600 pictures. Cost is $165. 'Orchidopaedia: volume 1' lists 890 species, over 300
species with piccy's and 890 pages of text. $80. They can be found at www.key.net. an/~orkology/Orkology/botsoft/index. html.

IAN COX RAISES THE SUBJECT OF BUSHFIRES AND USING RF SPECIES FOR HOME PROTECTION

Ian has been considering this matter for ages and writes "I remember Peter Hind commenting during a bushwalk some years ago
‘rainforests never burn'. Peter works at the herbarium in Sydney and was their seed collector for a long time; he is also Leader of the Fern Study
Group. His comment was based on his observations during the many field trips he has done up and down eastern Australia and has watched Rfs
survive in the guilies of the Blue Mountains through many devastating bushfires.

So... why don't we promote Rf gardens as fire breaks in fire-prone urban and country areas? Is this too risky? What do members
think? In studies done by CSIRO on the Ash Wednesday fires in Victoria, and the 1994 fires in Sydney, they found that a lot of the homes were
destroyed by flying embers after the main fire had passed. Our local Rural Fire Service is now saying that fire resistant plants can help in
slowing the fire, and catching embers if planted near the house on the side facing the potential danger (on the NW aspect in our area). They do
issue a list of recommended plants (a mix of native and exotic they obtained from the RBG) but it is a very short list.

Around our way (Dural, N.W. of Sydney) as you know the sandstone vegetation is very flammable, and we seem to live from one big
fire to the next. Some of the houses are on ridges where fires may come through 2 or 3 times each 50 years or so. The Council should not
approve building in some locations, but they cover themselves by rubber-stamping the applications that a 'fuel-free zone' must be maintained
around the house. This means no vegetaﬁnnatall,andsomelando“merstakeithteranyandbuﬂdnmaﬂthebushonthepmpeny. Thereis a
Tree Preservation Order within the shire, but this is not enforced, and does not cover understorey anyway.

I'was thinking that a Rf garden is much better than nothing at all close to houses, and if it could be relied upon to protect the building,
at least some of the natural bush could be retained. This idea would have to be sold to the council and a list of species and how to obtain them
would need to be prepared. The Pine Rivers Shire book has lists of fire resistant plants and you will see that rf spegies are suggested for use in
fire barriers Irealise though, that if the fire is hot enough and/ or the house is perched on a ridge strrounded by bush, nothing will stop it,

Would it be safe to recommend any rf species? Your thoughts would be appreciated and I look forward to see what responses come
back from our members. Idon't know of any research on flammability of rf species, but with the general high moisture content of foliage they
are probably, mostly, a safe bet."

Ian has surely been a very active lad - he added "1999 was busy travelwise for Tamara and I; we had 2 weeks in Tasmania in
February, then to the ASGAP conference at Brishane in July and over to WA Sept/Oct for a drive around the wildflower areas for 6 weeks (we
covered 19,000 kms on this). It has been good to just stay at home thes last three months and get our bearings back."

FROM TREVOR DEANE — ABOUT SCOLOPIA BRAUNITBEING AN IMPORTANT FOOD PLANT FOR A RARE MOTH

Trev has expanded on my mention of the larva of the Puss Moth Cerura australis in the last N/L and I quote some of his comments
after their visit late Nov. "Pity we could still not find a moth, but wonderful to find even the one caterpillar after so many years searching,
Early November must be the time it is on the wing - perhaps we should try for a whole week with the moth (attracting) lights on Nov?" We'd set
up a light on the clothes line at the edge of the Euc forest and though some moths had settled on the sheets - "What a sight to see those
Christmas beetles; I would guess 5 to 10,000 by midnight when we turned the light out. Sorry about your sheets, what a mess they madel"
These were the milky white, relatively small beetle common here some years and totally stripping the foliage of Cabbage Gum particularly.
(Around this time, on still days and nights, the area smelled like a Eucalyptus distillery from the amount of chewing and pooing done by them.
On this night, however, they were piled high on the ground after dropping from the cloths on which they initially settled. If we repeat such
exercise in future, we should set up lights well away from any gums.)

"For a number of reasons I do not think C. australis is a common moth, most probably becanse its host Scolopia braunii seems fairly
scarce also, though they are well represented at ‘Booyong™. Though Trevor & Carol, Beryl & I combed the place looking at all the small and
medium Scolopias we found, there was no indication at all of further caterpillars. I've since wondered whether the larger specimens, canopy
trees, may be favoured by egg-laying female moths? On such assumption 've marked a number of the big frees for later inspection; all we now
need is & volunteer(s) to shin up them and inspect the foliage. Trevor is no doubt already in training! He suggests that we plant more
Flintwoods at the forest edge near our house to try and increase the numbers of this hard to find, and perhaps rare RF moth.

A.G. Floyd describes the habitat of S. braunii as 'coastal RF of all types with best development on the red basalt szils of the McPherson Range.'
Distribution from the NSW Illawarra to Cape York.' He considers it a fine ornamental tree, of medium size (to 25m), forming a dense-crowned
symmetrical tree when planted in the open.

DON YATES COMMENTS ON MY CALL FOR A NEW NEWSLETTER EDITOR

‘After 40 newsletters, ] really think you've got the hang of it. The views you expound on conservation are exactly the same as mine,
and have added a touch of the real world to the N/L's that many writers, due to 'political correctness’, would pass over.

The biggest concern for me is a drop in the current hard-hitting editing when you retire - which we can't complain about after such a
long stint as it's only fair that everyone should share the load and give you a well earned break. I hope that somebody out there takes up the
offer and works with you for 12 months to get the hang of it. T don't think QId is strong enough to mun the newsletter as yet, but when we do, [
hope that it remains as it is, on an Australia wide basis."

My thanks to everybody who has contributed to this issue - my apologies to those whose input has not yet been included.



