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A PROPOSED NSW U W A R R A  GET-- NERDS SIlPPOBT FROM THE LOCAIS 
R i c h a r d L o g a a i s ~  tommge an initialdny&~HmatsortofinWthertwddbeforaninfdbutlrcgntar 

gathering. His idea is for a BBQ lunch, bring gome muachjes to share and have a plant day initially. He understahds that past heeh@ 
have lnciuaed people i xhghg along mnplus seeds an3 plants, s o m  cuttings pi-hap~, to diwmtmtb. Itich obnousIy wants as many man- as 
possible to nun up, though due to work cummilmmts it would hare to be held w a Saturday. I'd like to feel that t k  d l  be strong supprt for 
this offa and point out that t l m  is a g o d  number of WSG members living fmm Sydney's southern s u h b s  down to Ulladulla who should find 
it convenient to venue at Fauymdmv and who wouId be inkmid in Richard's plaat wllectian Hame phone no is (02) 42 855 088. 

A VOLUNTEER NEEDED - SOMEONE TO LTST AND RUN OFT ADDBESS LABEIS 
I have hen unable to cantact the previous pwan w b  a- with this implant job and assume that he has lo3 A local 

lass of fed  to do this for the Gmup, but a software fault prrt paid to that I should do it myself but haven't found the time to lam how to do it 
and then prepare e data base. Would somsbne hve the srperttse and lnrawledge to do this for the Group? 

SIJGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON COMTITIONS OF OF OUR GROUP 
A number oi bughtful r e p h  were received One respandrnl riqmted monymity as is everyonel8 right, and rn dcctim I 

concluded that thme was no need to asdate the name of any number with thglr r q ~ n s e .  All comments so far reoeived are mmnm5mi here 
"Some years ago, I belonged to a bush- club which expcnmced similar pblcms with him-mcmW, Ihey solved my problem by 

charging a nominal fee for associate membership for each walk I think the fee was $2. I do not h o w  if this is still legally allowed." 
d w  not seem to be much choice that Study Group members bclang to the parent body. I do not believe we can object to an imxease 

in cost fur the WSG NA or paying the fee to belw to the Society. I find it had to a~cept that my true mmmationist would pull out of the 
Study Graop b l l se  of this ruling; or that anyone could not fiord thc fee. Our Gmup nceds the SGAP to keep supplying new members - 
perhps to gel it going ag8in should it mUapse for my rea son.... aprt from awmtion nwtm I think youkc a b ~ t  too soft." 

"Perhaps 2 types of membership would overcmne any problsn that could W. We h v c  the customary membcdp for -1e C O M I ~  to 
PLPSl SGAP and a semdmy type Lermed associates, friends, supporters ar whkver. It would not be mesmy, though ifit w considered 
appropriate, a premium cauld be charged to such subscribers." 

A similar mggestion by mather member " Wc could have a new 'associate' type mzm- with a naminal extra fee to cover inmamm 
which m a y  not k oovcred andcr tbc Society's normsf policies. " 

"I o g r e  with you that the kat mlutron is for evayone to jom up, But if a earn- to do this fails, w h  you look at thc risks involved with 
potentid liability E m  the i n h q m t  ~ctivith,  they are not v q  g m l .  It wwld be a pity to spoil a successful Study Group because of this, 
Those who just reoeive the N L  and don't attend activities arc M risk at all, and praWIy constitute the bulk oftbese nm-mmh. Why not call 
them 'Subscription MemIbas7 With the bandfUI of o h  who may go to one or two activities each year, they could b~ made Temporary 
Mmbers':ust for the duration of the dvity, and & q e d  s speed -p fce of say $2 far each attendrmce, If ASGAP wanted it, sueh fe 
could be m t t e d  to &em and could umtribui~ lo the public nsk insmum premium The fee or levy that is at present paid by each APS Region 
to ASGAP is $2 per member (this is to cover all of ASGAP's nmning expenses), so it would be tb same. If this wrts implemented, either 
ASGAP or APS Regions my a d  to change their m e m h d i p  rules Ir, fit in with the proposal." 

"Though 1 am a m m b a  of SGAP, if it is decided that the WSG will split fmm SGAP, I would like to stay with RFSG even with an increase 
m the subs as I feel that I learn a lot h n  Group N/Ls." 

"Irrespective of my decisron that may be detmnid, the m u p l h b n  that hnnarrrry mmhmhips mffy h given to worthy gmqa w 
rndividuals could be i3dhged,  and where do people stand who may belane, to a Study GTOU~ solely because of their &adship or lacal 
asmiation with a M or Commitke memM A d ,  just as happens with military senice aad trade union membership, there may be 
~ndividuats who conscimtiousiy object to bccaming members of a body in which they have little interest. ' - I thank each person who 
has taken the time ta consider this matter 

SPECIES -Y AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK 
Alpinep caeniiea Ammaria m i n g h i i  Bfl~~hyehiton discolor Cupmtr'opsi~ m d i o i d e s  De- humile Dfetes 
mbimniana Dotyphom awqfm Eloeomqm reticularur pink mrd White forms) Hindemfa xmtIhaylon 
Hibiscw pmrdur3fomris H, splendens H y m e n o q m ~ n ~ ~  MeIicope ellegma P a d o m  jasminoidm Planchmellu mmmJis 
Requests to Patrick Beanctt 20 Belrnore Crt Pine Monntaln Q. 4306 wirh s SSAE, plea= 

A NOVEL METHOD OF SENDING PLANTS BY POST -PATRICK'S WCENT EXPERIMENT 
He had occasion to send a oouple of kgkh -9 to Wendy in S.A. and was c o r n e d  about t h r  condition after such distance. 

He removed the plants from their tubes, MI same soil m u d  the mots and mppd alfoi1 mnnd this mt ball. The 'package' was iasffted into 
a short 1 4  of plypipe of suitable diameter, with a disc of cardboeud (hole through the centre to hold the plant stem) placed in the poly to 
keep the plant from squashing. Wendy reported that they arrived m gmd condl tion. Olivef Cnrter would be especially interested in this method. 



- 
ACTLVITIES PROGRAM OF S E. QLD !SUEGROUP HAS BEEN SET FOR THE YEAR 

Peter Jurd has sent details of these outings which could be gttended by any of our more distant members who may be in the area at a 
relevant time. 

14th May Cunuinghrrms Gap - Picnic area, northern side of highway 
9th July Cubberla Creek Indoomopilly 
10th Sept Spring Flower Show 

m 12thN0~ Malaney-Mary CainCrOssPark 
0 14th Jan 2001 Mount Tnmbwrine - The Kno1L Subject to confinnation 

The order of the day is to meet at 9.30 for morning tea and a brief business &. This is followed by the activity proper. A cut lunch 
is usually q u i d .  Clothing should be suitable for bush wallang and should include wallang boots and a hat 

STEVE TORNQUIST RECENTLY VISITED NEW CALFDONIA'S' FQRESl'S 
He wondexd whether I had an email address yet. (No, I dan't). If people wish to email him - it is stornqui@hutch.com.au. Steve 

mentioned that just like Joe B and myself, he's had to cut down on p- after bemg swampi by an ever-growing cbllectioa and being 
overwhelmed by pot wataing. 

Steve must have some magic machine as he reproduced on his letter, 5 crystal clear colour pics of scenes from New Caledonia which 
he had taken 4uring a visit there in October last year. He  that it was amazing to see Grevillear, Geissois. Dysarylum. Elaeocarplcs 
etc in the Islands' RF, different species to our own though The Geimois has red flowers in a tassel and is common on the Noumea - Yate 
roadside. Tram an Aussie petspectiye, N.C. is very hzmting, w i t h h m ' a s  (a I& of Spp.) Agathis (ditto), and many palm species. 
There is one Amlia family - genus called 'Meryta' which has a s k  trunk like a young Pencil cedar (Polyscim m u m i )  but with simple large 
leaves like banana leaves, held out lux' +fly - quite stunning." 

JOHN ENGLIS3 WEllXS MAINLY ON LlLLIPlIUES 
We are having great success with our RF plmbngs an our 3 acres of hght sandy loam. We have been plmting on thls place f o ~  20 

years now, with an acceidoa over the last 11 years since we retired. The early pants came hm Fairhill and our own pmpagetiw, then 
many h m  Hugh and Nan NichaIson at Terrania Creek until finally we had our own source of seed to grow and supply others. Though we've 
been s d m g  it all to Brett (YDonovan at Mulldimby (he took over from Terrania Ck), I must send some to Patrick soon, but have some 
doubts about double handling of RF seed due to its g m m d y  short viability**. An exception is lillipillies which &to be kept moist e.g. I 
always pack them in chopped sphgmm or in damp vemidite.  

Lillipillies are our 'stamp callection' - we now have 68 of the h w n  72 species plus quite a few variatiolls such as S@giwn oleosum 
from Davies Ck on the Athertan, k m  Island, as well as the local hm. Many have came fram Oliver Carter wfio we make a point of 
seeing when we go to Too* usually takmg him cutting material too. He battles on with his bred@ and collecting despite the extranes 
in local climate, lack of financhl support and health problems finm early srposure. to hm c h m i d s .  

Been mcaaing to camment for ages re Ricbard Lagan b e q  so i m p m d  with Spigium puberulwn. When it is in bud it does look 
fantastic, with pink teardrops hanging all through the bush. Ours is T h@ and flowering well for i p  secand time. (Bernie Hyland says they 
grow to 12metres). Fruits are pink to red; 30 4 0  mm lnng and 30 - 45 mm in d i a  

Keep up your good work with the m a l h  h e  bclanged to SGAP Since 1959 and d e  on (NSW) State Council 30 
years I used to get shouted down when I tried to mject cansumtion into the p m c d h g s  - the uitchuy was always "We are growers". It is 
rdmhing to read 'Auslralian Plants' these days and to see that such attitudes have completely changed 

(Ed It is important that our seed bank does handle most RF species' seed Patrick keeps recards on viability as well as germinaticm results 
and there would be references on optimmn storage conditions or even suggested methods which could be confirmed (or not) by actual sowing. 
As well; members sometimes request seed 'if and wheu avaihble'. Which reminds me, Thomas Carlssan asked me, years ago for S'gilun 
fmcisii fruit h m  Booyang. Never seen them in flower or fruit, but there are seedlings m a spot where they could be washed out by floods so I 
must send him some of them. Anybody else like some7 

ON THIS TOPIC... DOES ANYONE HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF SZZIGILJM AMPLUM? 
Richard Logan mmtione4, ages ago, that he was putting together a refxeme on this genus - gathering various scattered or isolated 

idonnation in the one place and was able to find samethg on just about every species. S. amplum. It appears on the ANBG species 
search but there is no pubIished infarmatian that he could find. Probably John, or Oliver know of this species; perhaps have it in cultivation. 
Somebody of our Group would know this plant and I am sure Rich would be most grateful to obtain my details of it. 
AS WELL .... A QUESTION ON PENTACERLLTAUS TRAUX........ DO DAMAGED SPECIMENS PUT OUT !SUCKERS? 

Caroline Haskard wrote. My P&em mapped off at ground level, was 9 -10 fl tall and beautiful. It's been dry and shockmgly 
windy lately, with severe gusts. I hope that it will put out coppice shoots and wander whether the species does survive this way. Some 
thoughts: perhaps it was weak'?, are they gencrally grown hm root cuttings or suckers7 Perhaps you could ask fellow membas if anyone has 
experience with this species and would they cnntact me with same advice?" Reply to PO Box 51 1 I(mgaroy Q. 4610. 
AN ATALAYA C0LL.M WAS GIVEN TO ME 10 YEARS A m  AS A NEWLY DBCOYERED PLANT... ANYONE KNOW 

A fellow bush regenerator's son who was then working as a ranger in SE Qld was given a small specimen by a local 
propagator, and duly passed on to me I haven't found any reference to the species and the only due I have is that it Is the label 
'Boyle's Paddock, Oct 1990. New S-' I assume this is a remnant Dry RF' in SEQ. It had been in a pot all that time (regularly 
potted on though) until I planted it last October and is now all of 5 feet h@. A good froggy plant, too - for the past month 3 Dwarf Tree-hgs 
Litoria fallar have taken up residence in the top leaves and can usually be seen there. 

BELLJNGEN ISLAND LOWLAND RAlNFQBESl flEGENERATION TEAM WON THE YEAR 2OOO NSW LANDCARE AWARD 
I am as excited as Jan Parkin and Ross Macleay, members of a small p u p  who have been regenetzlting that rare remnaat of north 

coast lowland STRF for the past approx 15 years. Persistence by a team of about 10 people has resulted in a huge improvement fiom its once 
degraded condition, to a more than respectable quite stable ecosystem that has finally been recognised by an approprinte body. Members may 
recollect progress reports and comments on work on the Island over the past 10 years, in RFSG NLs. The local Council provided no assistance 
to the workers - all unpaid volunteers - and who, in effect, were malted by officialdom in the National Trust soon after the p r o m e  started. 
However the volunteers were not to be dictated to, and they declined to use herbicides (after all it is a most sensitive area, flood prone and at the 
edge of a river supplyrng fkesh water to various consumers and supporting good numbers of fish nearer the coast). 

Anyway, on behalf of RFSG I phoned them with a "well done Jan, Ross and your fellow volunteers from tne Group." 



4NOTHER PROPAGATIOh METHOD WEfICH MAY BE EFFECTIVE FOR RF SPECIES 
i t  itcti, on propagauon 01 Ilaxc?as $85 km p u b l l W  m u C O U ~ ~ C  of ~@mal  IOW noriginall\ m Yicrtnrias June 1999 usue, 

M a n s  !fa& species m dtfficulr to gmmmw. and the author, Paul Kmnody m p m  " trtnls !mng H a k a  d p l d  between paper towelling 
and kept moist on a s a w  p l d  lnslde a closed plastic bread bng have proved to k lughly su~ccssful The gla~tic bags are plnced dear of 
direct sunlighl. 

Tkis method d t e d  in a 95% succ~ss mte far viable seeds ss Bgainst 5% using the old mcthed (in n welldaimi propgating mix). 
The fact tlut you can inspect the p r o p s  of the gemimtbn is a rcal pl~ls. As sbdn as the first pair of grcen lcavcs start pushing off the seed 
capsule snd the roots are 20mm plus in length. it is time to pot into a Irrbe." 

Though this techtuque IS sommht sirnilnr to Jm's and Narm's pmm phstic h g  sml ppgahon metl1ods reported aga ego, it 
could lx well worth hying with RF d rrl appreciate members t rd l ing  this as an ewpamt ( p f m b l y  with n comparison of an equivalent 
nmk of seeds in a 'conventid' salving) 8nd rcportiag their d t s  in due c a m  for pub l idon  m our NIL. 

OVER-ADVANCED PLANTS M OFTEN TOLERATE SEVERII. TAP ROOT DAMAGE AFTER PUNTING OUT 
Gmy Ddy raninded of this W whm hc wrak "WOE phdhg admind s p h m s  of Ficus c m ' p  aod Grmrlinu 

fasciiculflorn I hnd to break a lnrge p t m n  ortheir tap mtq. Illley nme nhout 4m high though d y  in 8" pots. Both plants have m v e d  the 
ordeal and several days of mtrcmely hot weather. This indicates that RT: plants are quite mhwt." 

I had a sirmlat - e x l ~ e  last Sqtmk~eK: a number &plan& in 8* pats hsd tap mts d q  inta the grmmd. I was b to get 
hem in dm to  id& scamnnl cond~tions d was a bit mugh in tmmg them out, I am nfroid. Spxieq involved werc GrtniIleo bail-, a Nth. 
Qld Lilypitly, an Antarclic M i  (Nodwfagtu moomi), and a Flincwood Smlopia brmmii. T h q  wac khwn 2 - 3m tall so I dacided to be 
l m h  in removing foliage to malre up far tbc srmsidmnhlc tap mi loss and cul off ns much ns a metre h r n  each. Those ptants are dning at least 
as well as the other 30 or so thnt wae p h i &  out a1 thnS Gme, thollgll the Gm'lleo and the Spigium lrave d l y  thrived 

Subsequent to both my own and Gmy's expkms,  I r i d  an item in the 1999 WANATCA Yearbook about Pecan nuts as 
seedlingd saplings and how quickly they devdop a W g  d deep tap m t  To ovenomc loses a f h  phiing oul the ixpzh advocate cnttidg 
or ,  with u spade, thc top mt st least 10" mow p u n d  levcl . a year kfmc the pots urc m~ed fat the saplings to be plnntd. Obviously 
removal would need to be assisted with a spa& ar fork as bred and feedcrmts &d have smngly developed mud b ~ e  sevlered am. 

BUlTERFIlES HAVE ElEN GElTDG WIIIEB MEDIA m T E l A N  USlTAL 
Recently heard rm er~t~mdogist cxp&ng wumn a W  tbr: hmmhg m r m k  of ' c u l t i d  gain& popularity and steadily replacing 

the nwmol vurietim which used ta be gmm m the average gar& It sxms tttnt cllttjwrs lmxically selcdad for theit appearance, and not 
for utilitv, w e  of the disadvmkges hmg that h w m  are of a farm and sllapc that nectar is unable to be obtfllned by imxts or that thcse 
hybrids produce so litile nectar that they m t  qqmt n & population of b-im or othrr Wts reliant on such f& Probably 
would have the same en"& on birdlifc as well - hmqatms &e to obtain a ~msturwtrry mum of M- and na dnubt irwctivorous 
species would have little prey to ensure ku m v d .  Another example ofthe mtdigmt race blithely makmg dakiam and choices which are 
sure to redm b t b  biodivasity and of its o w  &aces of mvival? 

Included in % Node', , BaAJN No 15 Scpt '33 was an item rqmlbg a mAing where Frmk Jordan spakc about buttcmy f d  
plants and who supplied a handmi giving lists of p h t s  Md the b-a that me them. The fulI list, and 0th Xatmation about butterflies 
and host plants is available from the Rumfly cud Orher Immiebmes Club phaoe (Rrisbrmc) 3W 6677 or 3349 1967. BRANS write-up 
included a n u m k  of species - law trees, lmderstarey p h i s ,  low growers and g-amd covers a d  the pmcular buucdlks whose larvae rely on 
tltem. The Node' always includes many d c k  both o f g e m d  i m  and of W f i c  reference to h B r i s k  reginn. Contact is RFSG 
member Kenneth McCl~.plonh phone 3403 4030 (work) or fax 3890 1243. 

la addition Trevor Denne gave me a u m q d m k v e  Ist of hDst plants and lmtt.edy species that that them them f d  source. This is a 
most extensive reference and is available in &up files for -4 by interestcdpeopk, or loan to distant members. 

GARRY DALY A!XS IF A lLLIY HAVE A Rm;R OF AMORPROPiWUDS GL%%l(- LILY) TO SFARE 
This is one of the h i d r  from amncath that seems to be a somewhat rmnsnal p h &  and although similar to Cunjeuai A l ~ c a ~ i a  

macrowhim, it dies back to a large ~~ tukr dming the dry seasan It is eudemc to our northan regions and has large leaves up to 90cm 
across with a fleshy smooth ldstak, p t k m d  like 8 &S & Flowers m b l c  those of the hmm Lily. Said to be a good gstden plant - 
though preferring warmer climes, goad dmma.ge and @ally rich soils it will p w  in arms- with cold ulnters but must be kept dry while 
dormant. 

Garry requires a tuber to avoid an admmshg dmtion, but that is another story. If you have one, send it to him GI- P. 0, North 
Nowa 254 1. 

THREE REASONABLY NEW NATUlNAL PARJCS AT K E  NSW ARE WELL WORTH A VISIT 
Richmond Range NP is renmmd fur its rare gum sp i e s ,  &vc old-growth famt an& the World Heritape Cambridge Plateau 

RF. There is a divasc range of native fauna as would he eqatcd  to bc fond in relatively undjsbnhd bnbitat. Amss is from Casino via the 
B m e r  EIwy and then (hc Cambndgc Plnteau For& drive. Roads- 

Toolaom NP contains World Hmtage listed T m I w  Scrub W as well as importnnt arm of red ym and flooded gum. Rare and 
endangered blrds (Coxen's fig pmot and W-bmstd buttonquail) survive hem Thac is a ptauc area, o lookout and walking W, access 
is via the UrbwYillc - Legume Road (scaFcd), 10 km sonth west of Urbenvrlle. 

Tmnumbar NP. Exkmive sub mpid RFs . prom1 thrmtctwl plenls and animals including the sooty owl, red-legged 
*elan and yellowbcllied gliders. Omne Mountain and M m y  S m b  are World FIentagc listad Mensive views h m  Murray Scrub 
lookout, and walhng tmh lead into W. hccess is Fmm the Toanurnbar farest Drive, a grave1 rand, 15 !an cast of Urbenville. 

Further &tails of dl three can be dbtainrrl &am the Kycgle ofice ofNP&WS an (02) 6632 1473. 
(Ed We had a bricf look at ail threY: in 19845 whm t lqwar  S ~ W  F o r e  and were snitably mongh impressed to mlve  to rehm fm a Iimger 
stay at a later tine. Alas, we have not yet baea back. We should a p m k  a narth NSW - SI: Qld get-together there in the near htm. M m y s  
S m b  is qultc impressive, and Cambrjdge Phkm cried out for fmlherinvcstigabm WIm do ure go? 

QLD REGION 1999 CONFERENCE T O W  BO-S ADDED TO GROUP REFERENCE LlERARY 
Jan very kindly forwarded the published notes of the Wallum & Mangroves' and 'Brisbane Forest Park and Samford areas' tours for our 

records. All tours were well with about 160 - 180 pmkipmts; lhc sometimes wet conditions s t o i d y  scapbd  k wm 25 
lcctures at the Conference and i am sure th most of these would have becn of interest to most WSG people. Like to have brm there. It must 
have been good for all participants to have tned some of the 10 vanehes of nativc fruit jms Jan cooked, abou! 100 btltes in total, on sumes. 



CONSERVE BIODIVERSITY OR PAY THE PBKE - WARNS CSIBD ClJEF 
(This article appmd ia NATURAL HERITAGE, The Journal of the Nahml Elmitage Trust, Mtim lmo. 1, Autumn 1998. N A m  
HERITAGE is pubfished quarkr1y by E$ ' t rZlrstralia and the Dqmtmmt of kimary Indwtrie~ and Energy. A leading CSlRO dentist 
believes t~me is running out for the luGky tamtry ta m e  its unique biological diversity.) 

The assistant chief of CSIRO Wdlife and Ecalogy, Denis Samdem, -3 alI A m  to urgently amsides the problem of 
declining biological diversity. *AusttaZiaas are living rm bmwed t h e  as tbc amazing m y  of ecological systems that make up our biological 
diversity break down and d e d h .  Research f m  that tm Few hnstralirms a- tllat this WLU have an advase impacl on all our futures. 

While the im&k impact of declines in bialoejcd diversity might be m in mmby arcas, the d e  of the prob la  would affect 
the lives of all A ~ ~ .  It will affect our ability to produce food, our - to clean water, our cost of living and hslPm other industries such 
as totaim, recreation, fmaby d c o w a n . "  Dr Saunders said biohghl divm~ty underpimud om life suwrt systems: maintenance of 
the amosphffe, formation of soils; nulrht cyclio& disposd ofms iq  prod~~~tian of clean water, provision of f d  and fibrc, ond buildmg 
mtmials. It also p m e  us h m  chqgc. Re bclieved that the lass of biological diversity wvodd campound greenhouse effects many times 
over. 

The C m O  scientist has- qmt the past 30 years shdybg fhe ecogrxtems of the wheatbeIt in smtbwiScm Australia % that time I 
have w i d q m d  land e l m ,  decline in biological d i m i t y  and the subquait Iws of pruh&ve land as dryland sdinity spreads 
across the cropping zom like an urtcbkl  uma. Hcalthy biological diwmity. en the other had, enhams ti system's power of survival and 
adaptarioa b k  at the h d s m p  of the living d&d 'Thwe majestic, LU&IIE, native bxm that dat so much of our agricdtuml ~mhyside. 
S m c  ofthem were pbably gmwg when Cagtain Cook cbartod the East Coast ofAmhalk 

When you look closcly you see thar h m t  is almost no rqmmhon so U ~ E  axe few young trazs to replace thmL Clearing of native 
vegw'oll ~ B S  left them i~~ stock and ploughing have Ehemged the stiwbm of the &s in wIzich thGy stand, and changing water tables 
have exposed them to humshg Ievels of salinity as well as making tke m i ~ ~ t  &table far qenmtion. In addition, insect and 
b i r d p o l ~ ~ t r e e s ~ o n m a y h a v e ~  Asarcrmlfscedsdant e t m d  thetxeswil!neverberepl&becausethac1sm 
yo~gmmtiontosucceedthem. ~thetrees&ctlaesails~~,theyaode,selinegro~riSe,rivmarepollutcd,pests 
flourish, entire lif- qmtum kgm to M. That's just me grid example hi@ig,Mng how whole wqstam can degrade as the variety 
of life is lost. Aw&ah1s emmows stae of binlogid divexsity can tmly be said to bc tllr: natinnls r d  wealth, but it is uder threat. f we 
don'tact~thatwealthcouldbelosfanditwillourehildrenwhoareIbepoorct" 

Ed Our ramfonsb cantain mm-e biological diversity than does thc rcst of the " lit e.g. The hpical farests of Far Nth Qld are 
the most diverse form in Oz: they umtain 3000 plant species. a third of o~nrmimds ,  half the birds and a quarter of the reptilea in an area just 
one thousandth of the size of Australia These hesk mntn;n the h g h t  rrmrentrntion of primitive flowuing phts in the world 

As well, our m h n  is the global stmn@Id fnr S u M r o p l c a l ~ ~  though they now d y  cover 2,000 sqaare kilamekes, having 
suffered mtmsively iiom cleaiq aud loggiq$. They are f o d  in the m t h d  qaarter of NSW aad through SE Qld. Ath5ugh simpler than 
tropical forests, t h q  are still  highly d i v a  Add the rmmanb of  the monmm, mi t c m p t e  and warm tempecafe RFs and we have bately 
20,000 sq. h. left of our cmEecxtensiwe, miom RE' types. As you b w ,  the c m h m i  totals 7,682,000 sq. h, so a mere one quarla of 1% of 
mulandmass w @ b l y  8G%oftheinvmtebma, mmethmmhalfafourhirdsand frogs,almosthalfthemammalsandrcptilesaada 
huge xariety of in- mid e m m d d l y  vaE& plant spies, sum mdmnk to n tiny aretl of suitable habitat. 

S n d l y , d ~ y c t u e t o t o ~ ~ , R I : d R I : & @ o t h f l o r a . d ~ ) m s t i H m b j e e t t o o n g O i n g ~ - l a n d c l ~  
andIagginginwmstate,fueaaddisPssc, MnnyofIhgdhfrap;mcntslrrethreafsoe4andWkingInst,bywcedinvasim. 

n o w  on the het ~ a q  obtain further i n f ~ m  by Aush.alian hvimnmmt at httpJlwww.erin.gov.au 
A fadher warnlag fram a C m O  h t h t  urn *a l u t  Sepkmkr. Steve C d  of the W W  & Ecology Divkim stated that the 
~ o f a n g c c e p t a b l e ~ o f h t r m a n ~ ~ b e ~ r i s k ~ t h e & a f b i d v & t y i n ~ ~ i s r e c o ~  
i m w d i & l y b y A ~ .  " W e d o n Y t n k e h ~ d ~ t s ~ i n t o ~ c c o u n t w h m m n n a g i D g ~ r e 3 0 ~ "  - h e m  
~xploitingtha?f36) "~isthe~cailrrl'~iiauiccs'thataretbcrealhartisfmonroconomicandmial~"hesaid 

Ecagrstem savices incIude the pmvisian of air air and, mdnd fertilisatian and nutrient mycling m soils, pollimdion, pest 
cmtro1, genetic -, rnibption d climate and cllltmd, rmtbdc and s o c d  benefits. W e  h Y  get economic signals when t h w  
v d ~ e g m d e g r a d i n g ~ m t i I w f d ~ i s a ~ c a ~ t o f i x o r ~ g p l a c c ~ "  
And another report from the UK I h h g  P h t  Rep* in 19911) fonnd that lmmms haw deshoyed more than 3m of the mttid wwld 
since 1970, with d o u s  depletim of the forwt., fresh watm md marine spkma an which life depends. Consumption pmm~ has doubled in 
the past 25 years and continues to acdcmte. @d You will m l l &  the C L M ~ ~ ,  proud boasts by ec~momists, politicians, p r o d m  and 
marketers h t  'Australia has, and can maintain an ongoing growth of o v a  4% a year!' I tntst you disc that on this basis, 
lsdpuhlinOGlwlu=a 

Cwbn d~oxldc mjssiaus have doubled since 19'70 and are far in srcess of the natural world's ability to &sort, them, acctlemthq 
gIoM warming. W d  and paper ." ~ h a s ~ ~ t w o f h i r d s a n d m n s e f ~ a r e ~ ~ 1 y .  Marinefish 
&asuption has more than doublad and most of the ~ L d s  fish msmrca arc e i k  fully exploited or in decline.. 

Olrrl~p~~havepriaritiesmMyon~c~-Primeminirtta:H~statedinJanYhatthe~omic~ 
whichhesetforthemxt10yamcouldnot b e a c h i e v e d w i ~ r c f a r m a f ~ a n d ~ t a x e s ' .  Iftrmlybeliwtthathehasahide 
setting that future . ...while totally ignoring such plit$s effects m the avimnment as well as ncgiectinp mvhmmmtal ~mtmhts on a natiolls 
economy and its abity to mist. 

h m ~ ~ s o u f i e o f c r m c e r n i s ~ ~ ~ s ~ t % W o P e r r i d e P a n y a t h e r ~ c m s w i t h t h e U S m d E ~  
arguing that &,l international agteanazts are subsmieat to Wmld Trade Qrgauisatim ~ ~ t s  (The Gualian 27.1 1.99). So labour, health, 
enviramnmtal, social welfare and other basic individual.$ rights are to be ignored in the m & t s  of wealthy and po- multinationaI 
cornprimes arrd monopoly producers? 
"An the world becomes emnomimlly richer, it becomes d m e n t a U y  poorer" (Dr. Norman Myers, Green College, Oxford) 

INDONESIAN FORESIS ARE FAST DLEAPPURING 'X'KROUGH ILLEGAL CLEARING AND INCOMPETENT 
ADMINISTRATION 

Each y a r  sirsce 1986, an estimated avaegE 13,000 square kilmetm has been desboyed. At this rate the still vast tracts of RF of 
Kalimmtan and S m t r t l  will be gone within 15 y m .  75 &on cubic meires of wood is b e q  logged every year , for wood, pulp and paper 
products. Just 25 rmllion cu. m. is legal and has solne e n a t a l  controls. The bulk is obtamd illegally and costs the govmmmt $800 
million in lost ~evmue. Those notorious fomt fires of the Late W5 destroy4 at least 50,000 sq. km. Many of the fires were deliberate, to 
illegally clear laud for pdm oil plantations. 

Nolxdy has bca  promuted Since T wrote this, it $as announ& that much of Smatm's m n a h i q  RF is on fire - the usual 
culprits of bg~crs  and palm oil growers arc blamed but still n o w  is being done about 11. 



THE DONORS TO 'DEMOCRACY' GIVE LITTLE OR NOTFIING TO ENVIRONMENTAL CAUSES 
Listening to a wircless while putting ihis NA together, just heard Ihe amounts our major bib snd bub political groups obtained in the 

1998 e ldon  year. Bib (hbor) received -inly Emm public Ftmding with the balmce fmm union aEIintes, and a little from 
donations from business groups. The Caaiition - Bu b - rereivcd jusl$- ( m m k  t l ~ e v  got less thnn 40% of the primary vote myway, 
much less thaa did the 'Bibs') yo m i v e d  a lot 1css h tmpym, nothing IJ mst) from Umons, so must i~nvc go1 haps  of donations from 
business people. DonY h o w  obwt the resl of you members, but I nm e ~ ~ l y  annoyed hi unf;sir and excess profits h d m  obtain from me . m 

are passed over to & Qtrve + *. . I 

Reported business donations to lltosc contesling tile 1999 NSW elechons included h d  k a s c  giving $180,000 to Labors just S40,000 
to the Libs ('AITL 2/9/99). Definite1 y no1 A Sprat l'o Catch A h b c h d L ,  just 8 lucky mmcidcnce thul this campmy s ~ b q m u t l y  won n $5 1 
million contract to build a NSW country hospital. No doubt. 

Perhaps though, I do generous companies an injustice. Maybe t h q  do not to environmental c n m  because they are never 
asked to co:~Iribute. We should appraach them for assistmi~e on our cansemition activities, to prow a pint- 

JUDITH BRASS ALSO HAS CONCERNS ON PRIVACY AND POOR ENVIRONMETTTAL DECISIONS 
Pn~vacypmtectim~: "This seems to bc an immshg problem- 1 da not h o w  how to prcvcnt misuse of member &tails; I have already 

received advertising and promotion material ns a result of memberskip of  r m o h  Study Croup. Other m m b  rcported similar approaches. A 
few y m  ngo, b t h  my father and I m i v e d  letlers offering n b w k  called The History of the Bmw Family' (for $50). Dad decided to buy it as 
an aunt was researching family history. It c m b k d  names and dclns~w of all people with the .summe Ems, world-wide. Recently some 
people I know thought thc Ausi. Post survey was a compulsory census. One. wandmid why ths govcmmcnr needed to h o w  wllich type and 
brand of cosrnctics ctc. she and her daughter used." 
(Ed. I my again t h t  I will be atmmly  w y e d  if detaiIs of m m W p  or any individual interests are obtained by outside arganisatim as 
they will c W y  not be from my rmrds,  and I hope c d d  not be g k d  from any APS or SGAP region or group. 

On Loycorting environrnmtal!~ d e a ~ ~ v e  companies: "It may be useful to buy a few s k e s  in irresponsible eomPrm;es to obtain 
company reports and voting rights at annual meetings and such. I know a few shnres do not hold any real powa, but if the reasons for rejejecting 
directors etc is written on the voting or proxy paper, sommne may rmd them, hn example - Rwmt reports suggest that genetically engineered 
fbad crops are losing favour so I suppose compnies that have invested heavily in this technology arc: looking at other options for making money, 

Land Clearing: "In this area (Ipswich) there has been a rush to 'develop' rurnl land, md clear trees. In rgr suburb of Karalec Ulae 
were over 100 homed blocks of land for sale but another 300 were cleared at that time and placed on the market. The Act should have read 'at 
least 10% of every p r o m  must be maintamd in a natural state, or be revegetated to this state.' Unemployed people could earn the 'dole' by 
collecting seed, propagating and maintaining such regetation." 
Su~gestions wanted for suitable p n n d  cover In a narrow strip of RF garden. "I I v e  recently plaited a n m k  of fans by the back 
v m &  as I should be able to give them suff~cient mtcr. Would members be able to suggest species that would be useful as gmund cover in a 
small Rfarea? Light levels are high here, as the RF is a maxhmi of 8m wide; as well, the arm is mostly dry due to root competition h m  the 
established plantings. Fishbone fern kom N.Q. is about the only thug that dws well, but it is a declarer1 weed here." 

CAROLINE HASKABD AND THE KINGABOY SGAP BRANCH INVOLVED IN RESTORING A LOCAL 'SCRUB' 
It is at Semgreens Rd, N m g o  -just a few acres and on a bouduy of 2 local coullcils which ensures a muItitude of inmest groups 

being involved. Vegetation is b r i b e d  as Low hilierophyl Videforest (LMVF) - about 9 - 15m MI with mixed evergreen and semi-evergem 
metgents and upper tree layer species; mumrim and deciauow m q a b  m or absenf. Not only is it rm mhngered aosyskm but it is 
home to the endangd  BIack-bast4 button pusul. fundiag under he Threatend Spies Program is thc way we are going, all 
government olTcials involved feel confident that we should obtain th~s. The site had been used as gravel dump for road works, so while 
hocked mund a bit, it hadnY been disturbed on a mhnuing basis. There are at least a half dozen groups supporting Caroline's drive to restore 
the area to its pmsiom condition and a number of Id residents are dm entbnsiastic abut its restoration. LnndcarPl and Greening Australia 
we particularly happy to hsve this B m h  up and r u n n t  and with its prionties &rected to natural vegetation 
(Ed. Cwoline has takm up my oft repented tugiug that ISSG members socialise with nearby fellows - she and Michael recently visited Don 
Yates, and checked out additional local ramant m w  wth I-Iarry P m .  

As well, she sent us a copy af a Qtd DNR Lslnd Protection leaflet on the weed pest Cmnpkar LmycI, which wwld perhaps not go 
down too well with some in northem NSW who scmhgly ignore the increasing enviranmmtal costs from the incessant spread of this dreadful 
introduction. Also a Klngaroy & district branch November 1999 N/L that included many items relevant to RF, classification of local RF 
communities, burning regmes, a 1andhol;dcrs synopsrs of bs experiences on a once minforcsted mca and the history of CamphorLaurel in 
northem NSW, nnd a species list for the Environrnatal Park al lungmy Heights. The brancb outing to this T)ry RF patclk classifid as SEVT 
(Semi-evergreen Vine Thicket) had on the day - a terrific rcsnll. Dunng a 3 hour tour of the remnanf 77 native species were 
identified (plus 6 weeds} inc1uding the rare Denlmmiapnrufolia hpown h m  only 6 lacations. 
Caroline asks If memben would be interested In mapping plants thromgtr the post. Shc saw a reference to this in apreviousNIL and 
asked me for further dctails - my best answer was to mtunlly pst her some surphls d i n g s  which did amve in good condition. She is a keen 
propagator nnd is busy revegetating thcu black so if peaple are interested they should contact h a  direct at the d d m s s  listed in a previous page. 

DON YATES HAS BEEN STUDYING THE ABORIGINAL USES OF RF PLANTS IN SOME DETAIL 
He writes "It was interestmg to find that far from the white man introducing them lo drugs and dnnk, they already h e w  about such 

things long before we i n k d u d  our own varieties. Group whmmkem - @vc away your l 3 a v i d . m ~  Plum, Clsslls and other fruits of the forest; 
instead onto Duboisia nyupomides whi& extends Eom the NSW Il1awa-q along the cassl and tabklands as rar as Cape York Peninsula, 
also in New Guinea and New Caledonia. People wfio have drunk a concoction made from thc juice of this tree have called it Donkey Kick 
JuiceT, though the aborigina2 namc was 'Npoo' or 'Odunpbie'. (I have ken told that after a ccnrple of sips you start talking like that, . 

yourself.) It is r-endad that it is best to dm& it whilst lying down - to avoid h l h g  over. The concocticm is made by drilling holes in the 
imk attd filling hem with watcr, and here's thc only drawback - it's not matllrerl until thc next day. 1 have hem assured that its ptmcy will 
put the imbibcr in a stupor for sevml days. 

There are at Ienst 16 other TtF plants that were, or maybe stdl are, used for a similar purpose but I am hesitant to name than in case 
any of our rcndas end up with b m  damage. " 

Doll alsa mentioned that as he quires furLhm laowledge of the local rarmant R.F that mehow managed to mmive cantinual 
onslaughts over the past century or so, he has an idea of what an impressive place i t  must have h. "It seems to have ken the meeting point 
betwecn northern wd southun plmts with an impressive m y  or rarc and h t m d  remnants. More on ?.his hismatter at a later time. " 



MAN \ i )b OUR MEMBERS ARE PARTICULAaLY IB FBOGS 
~ u b a t  Heyblok asked fix FATS cMtact addres, and it ocEmred to me that others may like to take their rnterest further, so 1 list some 

b-tate a t a c t s  Victodan Fmg Group PO Box 424 BrrmswicL 3056; NSW Frog and Tadpale Study Group PO box A2405 Sydney South 1235: 
Qu~nrland Frog Sodety PO Box 7017 East Brisbane 4 169. 

For thore intenerted in tadpalm m mch, or theirpart in a 'life cycle': a book of &&fmhn and life hwhy studies will s m  be 
available. "Tadpoler of Southtern APrtnlin" by Marian Anstis covers 84 sp+ offing tndpoies and eggs hm SE Qld, ACT, Vic and 
Tas includmg over 200 Cal0u.r photos, many d h s b h m q  dishibutions, detaikd dmiptions, illustrated keys, how to keep and raise tadpoles, 
w m ~ t i o n  issues, h g s  in the gardea Marion explained that the pubhhen need same assmzmr~. of a minimum sales figure and wandered 
whew there would be much interest hm BFSG people. (She sonrcd same content fium 'Booyoq' wide Garry Daly was mare involved 
t h rough 'h i s~ in f fogand tadpa le re sea rch )  

Mcati~~l~ofinterest,tobeinformed~thisboakispub~~~besenttomarim@~~au.orusLudditescanusethe 
phone - (02) 9456 1698 (hane). 

If you want to either mafntrfn rerident FrqgpopmMhw, or to htmbce frags to your uea - keep cats away1 A cat can catch 
several dazen frogs per mght, not to eat hut merely as an anmsemcnt to kill clr came death through shock or t r m  Sort of like us humans who 
e n j o y t h e ~ ' ~ o f ~ g a n d ~ r m i m a l s ~ w e ~ l y d o n o t ~ f a r ~ o r c l o ~  

INTRODUCING BEV AND PETER C D S - F B O M  KKhWSW (NSW MID NORTH COAST) 
"We joined the APS at the end of 1998, and later RFSG. We own Tallow Wood Tropical Nnrsay, west of Kunpsey and spaciahe in 

pmpgoting and growing RF plants d tropical h i t  brecs. Gur interest in W bcgm dm we m v e d  at am pmpmty (hnt C a r i b )  and 
a o q u i r o d m a n y r n l a b e l l d p l a n t s ~ w e h a d f t m ~ t o ~ .  ~ h i s w i t h o w ~ t o m ~ t a t e t h e ~ a n d ~ l a c e b t a n a w i t h  
trees began our interest in RF plants. We j a i d  the Macleay Valley Mcr&atian h, an oqmisatirln which provides tubestock to local 
landholders to megetate their p m p - h s  and we now supply RF species to this , ' " A task we undertoak last year v w  to revegetate 
the old Yessabah limestone quarry which adjains the Yessahah Caves M e ,  a small but depidod patch of RF which contains a few unique 
species such as the Willi Willi laurel, C ~ h c a &  sp. We have p h h d  about 1000 trees, mostly RF species, on that site to date. 

We also belong to an eTpanisatinn called North Coast Native Foods, a mupat ivc  whose members are growing RF species in a 
plantation situation. We have planted out 3 ysriCfieg of Davhbom Plum (Davidsonia spp), Ribeny (S 'g ium leuhmanii), and 3 species of 
Backhousia - citriodom, anisata, and myrt~'folia. We j d  the RFSG so that we could learn frcnn and enjoy the interaction with people who 
Sharethesamein-.'' 
Ed  They included a list of plants cumntly in stock at the nursery. This totalled 151 species and covered a wide variety of both popular and 
+st plants; most stock available in tubes to admimi qm5mm. 

CONSERVATION ISSmGS ARE REING DBCUSSED BY OUR SOCIETY MORE FREQUENTLY ' 

Victoria's J o u d  Dec '99 staied The mpames to the Society's h o h e m ~ n t  in c-utim w s  an intemting one. A fgw members 
were adPmant that the Society should not get invobed, but the geneml thnut of r w p m e p  was in educution especially of indigenous plants, 
biodiversity, ecosystems and weed im,anaP1on; grmving i n d i m  for avegm-on  pmjeco; lim'sing with comervation grvups: lobbying 
govemment~'cukarly in p n e s ~ ' a n  of W a m m  rmd nndride verges: andpvnchasurg buhland meas and covenanting." 

The same Journal reparted "C " M ~ U -  ASGAPBishzw Cmfweace" Issua that were adinwed include the 
importance of conserving remaining a m  of viable remnmrt natuml bushiand and cmetvingflom species in geneml. On more than one 
mmion we were exhorted to take all paesible prwmt ive  mamires to avoid species becaming e n d m ~ g e d  in the wild and to hake a serious 
intemst in all consewation matters". One speaker mgued that we must amst  the c u m t  loss of viable n?mnant bushland; and, Encoumge 
more ecologically sound handscape repair projects. Another - "In the next few decades as much as a quarter of all plant species could be lost 
f m r  if action is not token now. C0~ermh~wai.m alone cmmot hope to save them. Evrrpoar acarb top@ a rolc in the prolrrfion of p h t  
we a r o r a d l h  wdd " ALso - "human impctP during megetdm and popvkmon enhancement can A c e  the genetic variotiaa within 
populatiara Far example, ifreplantingfmm one or only a few h e s ,  survival oppo?tunities will be decraased. Such rephting can lead to 
increased inbreeding andfirdrer genetic drip as the population is jlwded with seed and pollen of one genotype." 

It seans obvious - the 'Gardea Club Syntlmme' of SGAP/ APS is now well on the way out. Marvellous! 

CONTUSION IN TOP W-AL CIRCLES ON MTmL4L BEBITAGE 7'RUATFUMhINE 
I usually manage to obtain a copy of Prime Minister Howard's 'Reparts' to voters in his Bennelaug elechak and rarely fail to be 

surprised by an rt-t lack of -tian of the more obPions matters ~mpartant to the future of us all. Usually a m m d c  topics damhate 
such reports, and cnviromncat never gets a mentiarq however the last (undrctPn) letter before Xmas, to his electorate included e-ts 'a better 
en-t' and 'rural Austrah. . I  

On the Rural Australia bit is the s h k m d  * 51-25 billion Natuml Herifoge Tnut to repair and restore the e n v i ~ e n t  and c w t e  
jobs m the bush. 

I n t h e h  ' t stxtion (same page, next column) the wonkg Emabbshai Amtmlia's largest enviromnental pa&@, the $1.5 
Billion Natuml Henen&ge Trust. ?????????? 

However, though qletely wrptised, I was overjoyed to see that he stated 33.50 million t o v e r v e  and revegetate native 
bushiand! Also '$1 00 million for p u ~ c h i n g  m a t i a d p a h  and corrserving & g d  species. Thai $450 million is either over a third of 
that eqmditum, or 30% of the amolmt r&qmdiag an which figme Mr Howard quoted is the correct a m  Great news, e a p i d y  since it was 
U n i W y  considered that fmm its imqhm, the N.H.T. was no- but an elPdoral pork barrel and a sop to the majority opposed to a Telstra 
disposal, and that there never was a real intrntirm to acquire land or tD m n n t  vegetation -y 

A fiend wrote, seehng details ofthe and areas that have been aqwed to pass an such great news to RFSG members. His 
office replied m t l y  an Feb 2 "Mr Howard has written on your behalf to the Ahkter far the Envhmmmt and as soan as we are in receipt of 
his reply we will be in contact with you again" Another a m p l e  af people using material to gain advan% even though they have no idea of 
the details, or in effect if it is fktual? Anyway, today is the 13th March and tlum has been no reply since the achwl~Igement of 2nd Feb. 
which indicates to me that there have been M Natinnal Parks ar any area of mlmd vcgetatian aqued.  Or else that qi~et ions asked of 
sup-y demmaWly  elected W v c 9  are ignored, ~~y ar ohawkc. I'm annoyed, and somewht unclmv- by such 
frmtment. Perhaps evayrme is just tao busy with mandatory mmbg hrrmcs, TeL- sdl-off, OIympics and other crucial i s m  to 
worry abut  voters basic c u m s .  
No wonder the country rs m its present state - nobody haws nhat is golng on. 



FROM THE INTERNET - INTO OUR FTLES 
Richard has sent a heap of relevant in farmah that would be of h e s t  to many RFSGers and I do regret that I haven't the capacity to 

include more detail in the N/L. All are in our library1 remrd files and are awilahle far perusal or loan. Recent additicms include: 
Diplogfottis q h d i i  (SmdI-leaved Tamarind). Only 30 adult trees are lolown to remain in its natural habitat (mostly in a narrow 1 

ha strip). This leads to a 'Register of Trees' in the Tweed Shire set up after inept Council works which damaged specimens in public areas. 
Rich considers the Register handy for various species and apprnx laxfirm far those Wanting to see such rsritieS in their once original habitat. 

Forests of East G i p p s W  (Vic) Current Ti& Pmhction (81 ' ' ' ' I- 

Rainforest Conremation. 2 pages - basic details. 
Habitat higmentation. 2 pages -basic de$ah. 
Cape York Pe@mula. 7 pages - Areas of C- srg- 

. - .  
(1 995) Subject r- anly. Plus 10 M p t i v e  maps 

Underlying Carues of Defomtath and Farest l3qmWion & Palicy Impliratians in Australia 32 pages. 
Richard matiorled an inkmdq web site called Eco Portal ' which appears to have a pldmra of m f m t i a  available for the 

mminded individuals. He also jained a Farest email lid, the snnrce of a couple of the above items. 
Includes 'Paper Parks' I lh tn te  h.Zlgnitnde of Threat to Worlds F o ~ s t n  6 pages. 

'Worldwide RF/ Ehdiv~rrity cam pa@^ News. 3 pages. 
'World Trade OrganiuPba p m m e  a Global, Fme wmg Agreement. 7 pages 

Aswell,includedinhisregularcarr1~are~antopicsdeartomyheartsuchasnuclearcancans,~~18e, 
foreign debt and many other subjects that mast prefer to close their eyes to. 

His recent classic - They are wmxhhg what to call the first decade of the new m i h h ,  starting in less than a year. Scnne have 
suggested the noughts. Why not call it the clPrnrlrt of change wiwn humanity puts the planet of its petty stmgplc for the mighty dollar. This 
needs to be the decade that we take care of our pe5ous nabml heritage so that om future gmemiions and the many wmderfd mabms that 
-inhabit our world continue to survive and -pvi. The time has crime that we look at the big picture, not v h t s  in oar back yard. I believe 
we have only a few years befare the trend is irrevemible." 

All this probably leads to - Why dnnY we set up a loosely infarmal philo50pW and deep discusion unit within the Group? I reckon 
I h o w  of a couple of other likely participants. 

A BRUSH TURKEY ALECTUR4LAlZWW MORND CAN YIELD VERY MANY m G S  
Several years ago we h v e r o d  such hesr an a d hank at Xmas time, and rPrently we have been ranoving same of the now well- 

cornposted mataial for induim in potting mix, as plant - there seems to have ended Previously, drmng the following spring I 
made a number of trips to the mound to cnllect small seedlings - at catylednn stage - to pot an and ascertain what species and numbers 
gerrainated in the debris. 

m: Wanga Vine 3; Koda 1; Twna aspem 2; Alecbyan subcinmerrs 4; h i m  s m i g h  4; Cisslls anta~ticu 78; and &fine 
austmlis 27. ihmmmlx Cis911~ g ~ m i m t ~ ~  Wre weeds in distmbed natural p h e s  here, wide a couple of Cassina in that location 
usually fruit heavily. 

RECORDING SPECIES IN A rdxxxrY - - ON - C O ~ C E S  
Past N h  have tonched an this srrbjeet - h s  Rurcimds m d m  of the Timehncs Project md Dave 13ra);s thongb on criteria. 
Dave has given me examples of the qdem that he has -fly set up that covm Scientific N m ,  Cnmmn Name, Family, Obmver, 

Date, Notes (when relevant). There is a key at the bottom of each sheet of- habht, abrmdance; legal status. 
Persanally, I merely record plants insects and animRls rmder smd i f i c  plns ammm names an a main lisf oeeasionally with cmments 

as to location, date or exceptid m s m d  udiiims. 
Howfardowego? ...... Whatmotherrecnrdersdoing,howdothqrdef ' .howrelevmtdataistobe~edanddotheyhave 

some exceptional m d d m d  set-up that we should all umder using? 

THAT TOYOTA AD. m G  OFA gF AKEA HAS BEEN m W N  
On . I TV, of course, was an cy& scene ofabnut 20 Toyota vehicles aimledy stining uu dust and rarmant wqetaticm 

in what became a dust-bowl after 17 episodes of M y  we shanld all buy a h m b o k r  and tmggex up a farest near you1. What they didn't show 
was the origin& site that was once covered in mghbm A variety ofnatare loving ownas and d r i m  insirrted an proving their clombmce 
over an until then, pristb site. That was a disgraEefnl adv- to enconrage m i n d h  city cansmnas to buy a totally u n n w  product 
that (Iopefully) they would neva use. Heaven Mid - if even 10% of 4wd owners acted as imqamzibly as those in the ad we'd have no 
accessible areas of vegetation left after a few years of 'fun'. 

LAND FOR WIISLIFE m B A M  
Included in m y  built-up files far N/L idmion is a k t m f m m  NSWNP&WS re&hd last June that eovaed the ktdnctian of this 

scheme into NSW. Lurid for wildli$e is a v d ~  qprt scheme which aims to a m m g e  and assist private landholders to cansave wildlife 
and its habitat on private land I may have mentirmed p m h s l y  that modest hmckd tmefih can be obtained by gennine participants (rate 
exempbons, assistance with fhcmg, qdadn& and weed madkatim etc.) though few pmple wnnld F I J  for ammic reasans. 

Seven inf- notes 'ed the letter - ldmtifiedfan d r' ' " "on of P h b  md Animals; htegrrtfag WildMe; 
Shelterbelts; Natural Tree Hollows; Glarry black-eodmtm; Echidrw; Fox Contml The notes are basic, but of interm anyone wanting to 
further investigate this o m t y  to protect Inopaty that they may especinlIy qprmink shonld apprmd~ their State's canservation sayice or 
commission. 

MANY VOTERS APPALtQ AT V S  E K E S I W m  IN PBOTECITON OF LOCAL WTZ;DLIFE 
The Aumdim' 4.3.2000 sngg&d that Mr. Howard shonld lreep his cat awayfmm the (Rmk black) ducks. That useless animal 

was prime suspect of rnllrrmp panic to a group of duckhgs in the grormds ofhis Sydney residence, KiniW House. WIRES were called in to 
rescue7b~andduetopranrpt~valand~care,jnst2didmt~ve. WIBES~thatthecatbekeptinsideatnightandas 
much as possible be kept away fitxu anyvddlifk addug "It is hpxzant that AmlmWs leaders also act mspomibly and within the law in 
regard to native animals. Native animals shonld not be treated as an hmnvmimm." 

A repcut the following week, p d a p  - in cheek?, claimed that the PM Baqnited as to whether the local ducks could be relocated, 
thus allowing hls cat to again ~asrm M y .  And to lrnock offmy~anaining htm - hirds, reptiles and the larger insects, one could assume? 

No doubt in the course of the rat ektian Mr H. will place hand an heart and claim to be the most cancerned 
epironmentalist in our nation. And the majarity will believe him. Who am I to criticise anyway? 



THX WORLD'S WORST WEED CHROMOLAENA ODORATA (SIAM WEED) GROWING IN NORTH QLD 
It was discovered around Tully in 1994 and an article by Greg Brown a QDNR oikzr m the July '99 issue of the A u s W h  

Association of Bush Regmeratam N/L added "Siam Weed is a rery agg~essive shrub f0nni.q dense thickets and climbing 30m into the tree 
canopy. It has been recogwed as the world's warst weed. The risk to Australia is mainly to lour remnining WarlJHeritage listed wet tropics 
RF areas, but also to g m h g  lands (as it is poismous). Not only does the weed smother vegetatiw, but it is very fire prone, thus inmewing the 
fire frequency alang the edges of RF, rapLdly r a k i n g  its extent 

We are unsure how it got into Ch, but the suspects include oontmbkd machmy from S.E. Asia, a cyclone carrying seed from New 
Guinea, and seed brought in on the c l o ~ m m p g  equipment of back peekers. The seriousless of the situation meant that rapid and definitive 
action was mprd."...... It was found to be growing on an m i v e  length of the Tdly River, through pockets of RF around Mission Beach 
and throughout a pazing property adjoining the Wet Tropics. It was found that Siam Weed was also bemg inadvertently spread by organic 
fanners and coop farms via the swapping of machay and other materials. 

Now, we have 2 people warhng prmmmfly in the area surveying further and fintha into the Wet Forest fbrests, and twice a year a 
control team foms to undertake mainmmce umiml. Due to these efforts, we believe that a major mhmental &a&r has been averted." 

Van passed on this item and he cmsidem that to* seems to be the most likely cause - the Tully River is renowned for White 
Water mfbg and the same people would be doing that sport in S.E. Asia 

"YOUR LAND HAS RIGEKS" - A GUIDE TO LEGAL RI- AND OBLIGATIONS OF LANDOWNERS 
Tlus boom has been p d u d  at the r q m t  of s r e y d  lnndcnrc Gmnp around Wallombi, narth of Sydney. It was put together by 

the N S ~  Envir0nmmta.l Lkfmdm's Office, a mprofit, nan-govcmmental c.ummmity legal centre. It covers - The Bush: Land Clearing; F k ,  
Rubbish & other pollutants; C h m i d s  & Pests; Threatened Species. The Creek: Using water, Polluting water sources. Roads, Dam and 
buUdlngs. Livestock and IntrodPced S p e c k  Other: Heritage, AcEess, Minerals, Enfarclng the Law. 

Rights and o b l w o n s  are gim cnncisely and clearly. eg. You need approval to clear (in NSW at least) native vegetation bUt the 
various exceptions to this rqpmmmi are given; how to obtain such approval; pmdtiss liable for Illegal clearing. Same with fires you may 
start. With water, coverage includes Who Owns the Water an your Property', Permiman to use it; or to store i s  about possible pollution from 
your activities. What pmdures are m x s s q  for many develqxnmts you desire. 

As well, it lists where further infarmath can be o b W  - contacts such as gowmment agencies, other o@satiom, reference book 
details.. . . . . .I have a few copies of the booklet to pass on - but if you would like a small nnmher to distribute, you should cantact a RFSG ally and 
my old boss - E. Bloom, Wollombi House, Wollomhi NSW 2325 

BOOK REVIEW - 'LIVING WITH THE -0- INTHE PINE BlVEaS SKIRE' 
Ian Cox met the author, Jahn Bowdm, who gnided a walk throngh one ofthe forest areas ninth of Rrishane , dmq the ASGAP 

C d i .  Ian said "I thought you nught like to read it it is the fimt time I have heard of a council pubhhmg such a book and its 
m r i r o ~ ~ a r e ~ y s a u n d  Y a u w i l l b e ~ t h a t r f ~ ~ i n t h e p a n t l i s t s a t t h e b a c k o f t h e b o a k . "  Hepostedme 
the book for me toperuseand gmemdyaffecedacapytothe Group h h q ,  butIfeel thatpostage toand frmnborrowerswouldcostasmuch 
as actual purchase of a boak - which is a very rcasanahle $10 and pmbably should be on every Brisbane member's bookshelf auyway. The b& 
275 pages are divided into 'Our Early I3stay' covermg A h r i g i d  axqr&u, the mmhg ofthe whites, mvi- &ts of ~ ~ t ,  
and problems h u  From Now On' which includes ' ' ' ' , and impvhg hahitat far onrselvcs and native animnla and many 
other aspects of uhan living ; An overview of the amhent and af S E  Qld and a heap ofappendrces that indudes 'Plantin& List far Rf 
Gardens', 'Plants for Pands and Bog h d e d ,  'Same B m  and Larwl Food Plants', various catacts and refmenas far further 
reading ........... Well worth the locals buying a copy. 

BACK ON WEEDS - A CLAIM TEAT AlEIRALU'S DlVEaSE ECOSYSTEMS ABE AT -US RISK 
Thae was an- ( d e p d q ? )  halfpage in The Anstralian' 15.1.00 about alien specieswhich cansidered that "By the time 

p e o p l e r e a l i s e t h e ~ ~ o f t h e w ~ p ~ i t c a n b e t o o l a t e . "  ~shopethatthisdoesnotcametopass. 
Some of the figures: Ch is hame to arouad 20,000 native plant speckeg but a massive 30,000 alien plants have been i-d (though 

same are of just a few seeds held in a lab o r p c q  while others grow in small numbers in gardens or nurseries). However appmx 3,000 
species have got away frmn us, so far, and have establishscl viable wild poplllations. They have becnme natmalised Many of the other 27,000 
could well become future problems. As well, the tendmcy Earnative plant growem to grow species frmn distant locations bears the risk that 
nativescanbeunneweedsintheirnewen ' -&. (As has wmtmkd with Pirtaqponun, Wattlea, Eucs, eic. already). 

Senegal Tea, a South American species was h u g h t  hene by the aquarhrm plaut bade. Small patches have recently been found 
~ontheedgesofcreeksmundBrisbanewhileAUlgatnrWeedandWaterHyacinthhavealreadypvedtobe~totherivasand 
wetlands where they were released 

F ~ l y , S G A P Q l d ~ l m P I n ~ 2 1 Y Y ) ~ & a 1 2 ~ e i t e m , ~ ~ t h a t ~ ~ 1 9 9 8 C ~ P a p e r s c m W e e d s : t h e  
Silent Invdms' by Greg Calvert alarmed me m y .  h b h  e o h g  waterweeds, Pines, gmws shrubs and f d s ,  trees were all 
covered in fair detail and dkctively the i n f d a u  is Erigbmng A ratherironic comment is 'many of our weeds are b e q  deliberately 
introduced by government ngencies for native pastlrre impmvmmt These pants are s p m i h t l y  dectd for their ability to W e  extreme 
conditions, spread rapidly, mpete with native plants and endure These same features are the charactrrristic traits of many weeds.' 

WE HAVE A NEW DIRECTOR QF THE COM?KORWUZEt NATIONAL PARE3 AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
He is a Mr. Peter Cochnme who was pnmmdy e y e d  as the &pu& ExcmIwe Director of the Australian Petroleum Production 

and Exploration h s d a t i m .  It would sean that a perm occlIpying such p i t h  would be more likely to have a minerals or mining 
~ I m d t h a n a s m e n  * ~ o r h n n a n m I a g i m l ~ a n .  I f r r m l v b d k v e t h a t ~ ~ t e n ~ t b o d i e s m u s t b e  
~ e d b y p e o p l e w i t h e x @ m i n t h e ~ ~  C a n v d y i t w o u l d b e g o o d i f d ~ l o b b y i s t s a n d p ~ s t s w a a  
headed by en ' 'ly aumed individuals bnt l'd verymnch doubt that this umld ever happen. 

So Mr Cochrane, may we ask what arpatist: and qdificatirms you brmg to this very mpm~lb le  and demanding commation authoriw 

'MANAGING NATURAL R E S O W  IN AU- FOR A SaSrAINABEKTOTUW - A DISCUSSION PAPER 
A 90 page summary of pomts to be m i d m d  in this cmtext - M m q n g  A m h b t s  nafural resources - our soil, water, plants and 

animals - will be one of the new cenby's patest ~~. This of course, is not an iniMve of the nation's most ineffective department 
(Environment) but from Agriculture, Fisheries and Farestry. 

I intend to put in a personal submission after I get this N L  out - it has to be m by the end of March. If anyone else would like to have 
their views taken into considmiion, you can obtain a copy of this boaklet from Cormbylink Austmlia 1800 026 222. 



It seems to me, h m  a mnewbt bnef perusal of this paper that the main thrust is - How do we go about maintaining (at least) and 
hopefully incmmhg rtPal productian, &taukg narel social ~~, and 011 yes, can we avoid Eurthcr loss of nahlrnl ecosystems? Beforc I 
have fully delved into the paper, I alarmed chat w d y ,  time ccolcqjcal sustainability is mentioned, the words 'economic' and 'social' 
arc included in the phrases. It is impossible for these h attitudes to be in accord 

NSW AND QLI) GOVERNMEWW NOT FAIR IlINKDN WTEt T i B I R  LAM) CLEARING RULES 
The C m  admhistmtion brought in 'tough new guidelines and reguIations' in 1998, and won a f h w u d s  cxtensivcly watered them 

d m  That yeor, 472 applications w m  msde to cia 135,000 ha of native vegetation - 1 da no1 know how many wwe approved. However, last 
year thm was a massive 784 e l d q  alrplications to delroy 168,000 ha of bushland - 95% of these applications were approved, so it can be 
m& that the planet lost samewhere m u d  160,000. Authorisations w e  given by the Minister for Agncultim; w e  may have assumed that 
this would have berm under the mnlroI of the Minister for the Envimnment but he abviously has no say in this aspect vital to his portfolio. 

In Q m m l a n d  Mr Beanie passed tough legishtion last Dccank after flying anow his State and being shmW 81 seeing almost the 
whole state was on fire (from land clearing operations). One wondas about the quality of both his advisers and of the relevant public s~ymts 
who were either unaware of this situation, ar cansidaed it d c h t l y  unimportanl to apprarse him of such events. It is now late February, the 
lagislotion ha¶ not been enacted c l q i t c  it bemg pas& over 2 m~nff~s ago, and panic clearing bas mleratod in that timc, despite most fmcrs 
king dmosl banlaupt. R would be in- to know who is financing all th is  kitrution, and why they nrc dong so. 

NSW has an area of npprox. 20 million llec- of forests and woodand maahkg ( f k m  52 million when our race invaded the 
continent) and is  currently cleanng about 0.8% of its vcgctntio~~ cach year. 

Conversely Qld hnd an estimated ovcr 35 million ha of forest which had been reduxd by almost a halfby 1984 (no doubt well below 
a M f b y  now) to my, 1 R -19 million ha. An ori@ approx. 48 million ha of woodland down to around 33 rnillian ha today. It is claimed 
that 400,000 hn are bmg dmtmyed each year, or an assumed 0.8% 

So hme we have big bad Qib, with na controls wbtsocver on retaining our bush and clearing 3% of its land evey year which will 
d t  In no native vqetntion Ixhg 1cR in 125 years, and good old rnvimimm~l NSW with 'stringmt mtmis' - bccausc we have a committed 
group of poIiticiaas aware of thetr responsibilities to the p l a t  b t  will, at the current rate totally move the remaining bushlauds in 125 yectrp. 

Why do we bther to have land c l m g  regulations? They donY sean to make a scrap of diffence. 
Why did M e r  Beatue go though all the angst of upsetting his opposition politicians as well as the powerful ntd community when 

he ~~y intends to allow the current rates of lnnd clearaace to continue and to c o u n m c c  its demwtivc environmental and ecological 
conscquences7 I-Ie hss now abandoned laws protecting much dQ14 blarmng the Fedma1 government for not giving him money. In tum, the 
national government (what an oxymomn that is) b h w  the Qld governmmt stating thnt land clearing is a state responsibility. As Richard 
Logan wrote - " W e  politicians dehte t l ~ e  CuhvE of our forests, huge areas are being bulldozed in QIQ almost at tlle rate of clearing in the 
Amamn Basin. Althougll Qld may not have the bidiverstty of the Amazon, surely it has ~ t s  own importance d ~ c ~ e n t  to justify its retention? 
Wc lwvent learnt Srom the past - we just continue to make tk same mistdces. " 

OAen, whmtw I criticise my state government for its deception an claiming to have the best en-mtal record of my Ot 
gowmunent people say - "the other lot would be worse". So b i d y  what - a f o d  wiH be c l d  next year rather than tomomw doesn't 
-bIy enthuse me; that biodiversity oran emsystean will Ix mamkkd for a f w t k  12 months befm it is totally lost to post&$' Big deal. 
Both the cmxmtives and the workers friends are playing us for idiots, yet we righteously go a d  am sct and running down the 
other Iot. Proves th politicians are right, I am afraid -the electorate wouldnt have a brain beOwcen the Lot of them. 

These figutes h m  Nstivc Vegetation Clenmnce, HPbitnt Lass & modivenity W i n e  - 13cpt of the bvironment ek. 1995. 
PoskrctIpt. A discussion on 21.2.00 quoted the dnrmant Qld land c h g  legkhticm as pamit!ing the *tion of 250,000 ha annually. At 
b t  rote it would take as long as 200 years to c a m p k l y  clear that State of its bee cover. 
PPS, Ta~rnanla Region A P S  journal 'Eurrypbia', Md 2OM included an item on the acquisition of plants hm a Nth Qld nurseq which 
required - Sale Pernut (from Dept of Primary mdwQ and fmm the Forestry Commissicm); Commercial Wildlife Licence (Dept. of the 
Envirommt); Wildlife Hanestq L i m w  (aept ofEn-t> This mpkment is due to the cancesn of Mr Beattie's g o v m e n t  to 
protect the state's environment. At tbie same tune - 4M1,00 ha of his trmnant vegetation is hq c l m d  each yearl Such bizarre decisiws 
indicate (to me at l a s t )  that the great bulk of tbe p h t a  blockheads can be found in in pwerful and influatid positions and who are 
responsible for the stupid decisions made by puppets voted into ofiw by uneducated electors. 

PROBABLY - TO AVOID CONTINUAL DIVISION IN OUR COMMUNITY -WE SHOULD CLEAR EVERY LAST TREE 
Instead of arguing the toss, and upsetting the elite who 'own' the land and who have a God-given right to t o  whatwer they want 

through legal property rights, and dumbos lk me who believe that such land, togethcr with air and water, is the h i s  of our survival and that it 
must k maintained in a sustainable state, we can end our d~Kemces by getting together to try and detmnbe how we may exist on a tmm~ 
planet. 

Two hundred and twelve years of contioual a t i o n  of this &t is not sufficient for the powerful and influential elite, already 
e n m m l y  wealthy, they want the veq last tree, grain of gold and drop of water to increase their assets and influence. 

"YOU PAY ME MONEY - AND I WON'TDESTROY YOUR EWKRONMENT' IS A DEMAND OFTEN UTIERED NOWADAYS 
This was a men? comment in a na!iDnal pper, where a S w  d e r  likened w h  demands (usudy fiom famas) to the old 

 holly^& movies' "Give me thc money ar thc kid gets it2" He chimed that their various lobby groups have m s f u l l y  sidcdzpped Yhe 
polluter pays' principle and asks - " d m  an outback hmm gets hs cat smviced or doa I l e  wait until it starts to make smoke or leak oil, so he 
can demand compensation to get it fued7* That analogy surely fits tho% groups in our cmnmuniry, who claim to suffer from earlier 
umushablc  production regimes, and fieguently call on taxpayers to pay to remedy such previous stupidity or perhaps genuine mistakes. And 
then continue to practice the same destructive routines! 

400,000 FIECTARES OF NSW FQBESTS 'INUKKED' BY STATE GOVERNMENT 
T h i s ~ a ~ e ~ b y t h e m i n i ~ f o r l r m d s = l y m M  M a n y a r e a s . l a r g e a n d d a s y e t ~ ' # e d t o t i m t m  

moral, bave been emmarked for more intensive publrc use, particularly 4 d ~ e e l  driving, hase riding snd People to walk their dogs' (sic) 
mder new fwlest mmagmenl regulations. Perheps wc are hi1 with a double w h m y  here - mt only should the areas have been added to the 
reserve system for bas~c consmation pllrposes (though allowing low-intensity public use) but we also have the thteat - probability - of further 
increasing such problems as dr& P b p h l h w a ,  MrmrlllllA Yeilows and similar pthogens, we&, wildfires, erosion etc. 

Methinks not a lot of thought went into this decisim~ It is obvious that in NSW at leasl, the present government has little sympathy 
with the ideR of having rcasarrable areas of the state set aside far -amic and tranqd situations, just for the other millions of species otha 
than humans that also exist on our continent. Perhaps they are unaware that such creatures exist? 



KARL '& KAFUN ANDERSSON'S KLlAWGi LANI) NOW PROTECTED BY A VOLISNTARY CONSERVATION AGREEMENT 
RFSG members for some years and living on the other side of the Comboyne Plateau kom us, near the tom of Wiagham with its 

famous Brush', they too are excited at having the bulk of their place pmkzted in pcqetuity. Actually h t h  our pm@es were bcing cansidered 
at the same time, theirs b e i i  larger than Booyong and vnth some steep tecraut, thc: surveys took longer to complete hence apprnval took a 
couple of months longer to be gazetted. 

They have 1 18 ha under the VCA, with the 6 ha bnIrmce as their living men and available for my xeasomble w m  of their choosing. 
Previous ta !heir awnership, the proper& had bcen a dauy farm wi i i~  lmrch of the Iand c l e d  For cattle. Nahual rcgenmtion bns been assisted 
wilh appropriate plantqs, though like :nost of us away from ovenkvelopmmt, wallabies nre a bit o f  a problem with regencrating plants. Karin 
had always bem impressed wit11 the wide vanety of flora and fauna f o l d  on their Irlnd tmd ariginally intended to list it as a Wildlife Refuge but 
opted to takc the more protective VCA, to ensure the l q - t m m  protection of its naturnl bahitats. 

FOR THE CDROM ENTHUSIAST - RECENT RELEASES COVERING NATIVE PLANTS 
Richard Logan tells of two roms put out by O h l o g y  Kmations So@re. With a name like that, Tam sure that they would have really 

double checked their facts to ensure that infarmation provided is completely factual! The Plants D M q .  volume I; N.E.NSW' contains 
around 4700 taxa (970 exotic spp.), 7000 pages of info, 600 pictures. Cost is $165. 'Orchidopaedia: volume 1' lists 890 species, over 300 
species with piccy's and 890 pages of tea. $80. They can be found at www.key.netau/-arkoloey/Orkology/botsoWindex.h~. 

IAN COX RAISES THE SUBJECT OF BU!ZHHRES AND USING RF SPECIES FOR HOME PROTECTION 
h bas k e n  cansidering this matter for ages and writes "Imber Peter Rind mmenting during s buqhw8.k scmle ym-s ago 

kainfmsts ncver bum'. Peter works at Ztu: herbmium in Sydney and was their seed callcctar Tor n long time, he i s  nlsu M e r  of the Fern Study 
Group. Hit comment wtu based on $is observations duiug Xbe many fidd trips he has done up arid down eastem Aush-alia and hns watched Rfs 
surriw in the @lies of ttic Blue Momtains through many devastatmg bushfires 

So ... why clon't we promote R f g d m s  as li7e breaks in fire-pmne urban and camby areas7 Is this too risky7 What do members 
think? In studies done by CSlRO on the Ash Wednesdsy fires in Vietorin, and the 1994 lires in Sydney. they found that n lot ofthe homes were 
d e s b p d  by flying embers after the main fire had wsd. C)mr I d  R d  Firc Service is now saying that rue mistant pIants can help in 
slowing the he,  nnd catching embem if planted nrar the buse on th side facing the potcntinl danger (on tbc NW aspect in our area). They do 
issue a list ofzec~~nnmdd p h t s  (a mix of native and w i i c  they obtnined CTom the 1lBrr) but it IS a very short list. 

h m d  our way (Dud, U.'M'. af Sy-) as you b w  the sandstonc vegctatim is very flammable, and we sem to livc from one big 
fire to the next. Some of the houses are an ridges where fires may come through 2 or 3 times each SO ymrs or so. The Comd should not 
approve building in some l d o n s ,  but they cover themselves by rubber-stamping the apph&ons that a ' fk l -hx  zone' must be maintained 
around the house. This means no vegetath at all, and same landownms take it literally and bulldnze a l l  the bush on the property. There is a 
Tree Preservation Order' within the shire, but this is not cnfarccd, and does not cover understotey anyway. 

I was tlllnking that a Rf* is much Lhan no+ at all close to houses, rmd if it could be relied upon to protect the building, 
at least some of the natural busli muid lx retained. This idea would have to be sold to the council snd a list of d e s  and how to obtain than 
would need to be prepred. The Pine Rivers Shire book has lists of fire resistant plants and you will see that rf wies are mggeskd for use in 
fue barriers I realise though, that if the lire is hot enough andl or tltc house is perched on a ridge SimOImded by bush, nothing will stop it. 

Would it l>e safe to remmmd rf species'? Your thoughts would be n p i a t e d  and I look forwartl to sec what mpoma come 
back from our mh. I don't know of any -ch on flammability of rf species, but with the genual high moisture content of foliage they 
arr: probably, mostly, a safe bet." 

Ian has surely been a very achve lad - he added "I 999 was busy travelwise for Tamara and I; we had 2 weeks in Tasmania in 
February, then to the ASGAP conhence at Bnsbane in July and over to WA SepllOct for a drive mund tile wildfl owes areas for 6 weeks (we 
covered 19,000 kms on this). It has been good to just stay at home thew last thrce m&s and get our bearings bnck." 

FROM TREVOR DEANE - ABOUT SCQLOPL4 BRAUlWBEING AN WORTANT FOOD PLANT FOR A RARE MOTH 
Trev has expanded on my mention of the larva of the Puss Moth Cemm ausimlis in the last NIL and I quote same of his comments 

after their wit late Nav. "Pity we mdd stiH not !hi a mo& but wonderfill to find men the pnr: catupilIar aRer so many years smhing, 
Early November must be the h e  it is on the wing - perhaps wc should try for n whole wtxk with thc ruoth (attracting) lights on Nov?" We'd set 
up a light on the clothes line at the Bdge of the Euc forest and thaugl~ some moths had settled on the sheets - "What a sight to see those 
C h r i m  ktles; 3 would guess 5 to IO.050 by midnight when we turned the light out. Sorxy about your sheets, what a mess they madelu 
TIkesc were the milky d t e ,  relatively small beetle commdn here some years and t d y  shipping the Toliagc of Cabbage Gum particularly. 
(Around this time, on still days and nights, the area smelled Wre a EucaIypbu disiillery from the amount of &wing and wing done by them. 
On this night, however, they were piled high on the ground a& dropping 6wm the cloths on which they irlitialIy settled, If wc r c p t  such 
exercise in future, we should set up lights well away fhm any gums.) 

"For a nmk of reasons I do nol thiak C. aushnlis is a camman mth, mo?it probably because its host Scolopia bmwrii seems fairIy 
scam dm, though Ihey. are well repr- at 'Bwyongl". Though Trevor W Carol, Beryl & I combed tlle place looking at all the trmall and 
mediurnScolopias we faund, there was no ind idan  at dl of furtIier cakpilhm, rve since I m m d d  whether the larger specimens, campy 
beeg, may be favoured by gg-laying femnle moths7 On such asmqtiun l've marked a n u m b  of rhe big tree3 for later iixjpection, all we now 
n d  is a volunteeT(s) to shin up thm and h s p t  the foliage, Trevor is no doubt already in tmnq! He suggests that we plant more 
Flintwoods at the forest edge near our house to try and increase the numbers of this hard to find, and perhaps rare RF moth. 
A.G. Floyd W h c s  the habitol of S, bmuni~ as 'coastal RF of all types with best developmslt on the red basalt s d s  of the McPherson Range.' 
'Didbution h m  the NSW I l l a m  to Cape York." I-le considers it a fine arnamental tree, of medium size (to 25m), farming a dense-crowned 
symmetrical tree when planted in the open. 

DON YATES COMMENTS ON MY CALL FOR A NEW NEWSLE'ITER EDlTOR 
'After 40 newsletters, I really think you've got the hang of it. The views you expound on wnsemtion are exactly the same as mine, 

and have added a touch of the real world to the NL's that m y  writers, due to 'political correctness', would pass over. 
The biggest concern fur me is a drop ia the m t  hard-hitting editing when you retire - wluch we can't complain about after such a 

long stint as it's only fair that everyone should s h e  the land and give you a wcll earned break. I hope that SOMEMY out there talres up the 
offer and works wfth you for 12 months to get the hang of i t  I don? think Qld is Wring enough to nu the nmletrw as yet, but when we do, I 
hope that it ranains as it is, on an Australia wide basis " 

My thanks to everybody who has contributed to this issue - my apologies to those whose input has not yet been included. 


