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" You could liken Australia's agricultural history to a 200 year experiment: one resulting in the clearing of 20 billion trees, resulting in
massive land degradation and salinity.” (Keynote speech - The Regional Australia Summit Oct. 1999 )

A SYDNEY MEMBER OFFERED TO RUN OFF ADDRESS LABELS AND IT WAS QUICKLY ACCEPTED !!!
Joe Beskin took pity on me and very promptly phoned with the offer to assist in the running of the Group by shouldering this essential
time consuming work. I really appreciate Joe's helping me out. Especially when he had to retype all the details as my disk was garbled.

THE ILLAWARRA MEMBERS GET-TOGETHER LACKED SUPPORT AND HAS BEEN DEFERRED
Richard Logan mentioned during our last conversation that only 3 people contacted him on that matter. If anyone else who may be
interested, but just hadn't got around to obtaining details; his home phone no is (02) 42 855 088.

NEW MEMBERS — A VERY WARM WELCOME TO EACH OF YOU!!

Four of the 6 new subscribers are from the NSW Mid North Coast, we do need a sub-group to get these very keen people together from time to
time. This region now accounts for around 40 RFSG members, or near 25% of Group membership. Anyone take on a, say, local social secretary/
organiser position?

RFSG TO HELP AT MID NORTH COAST'S PORT MACQUARIE 'WILDFLOWER SPECTACULAR' 9th & 10th SEPT

I agreed to belp with this display providing local APS members & Study Group members supported us. Our main requirement is to set
up a massed display of RF foliage, hopefully some in flower and fruit, and with attractive new growth and unusual leaves, etc. Would anyone
able to help please let me know ASAP.

I DON'T YET KNOW HOW THAT 'NEVER EVER TAX' - THE GST - WILL AFFECT THE GROUP

Some members have assumed that, or wonder whether, subscriptions will increase. I don't know; some Regions have merely obtained
an ABN, though NSW at least has had to register for GST and is adding that current figure of 10% to membership renewals. I really don't want
to be a tax collector - that's why I joined a Bank when I left school and not the Taxation Department. I do know that I most vehemently object to
being taxed on newspapers and books when I seek information, and on plants fertiliser fencing etc. that cost me extra for food plants,and when I
am restoring the environment to benefit this planet as a whole.

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK

Doryanthes palmeri  Hibiscus panduriformis  H. splendens Hymenosporum flavum  Melicope elleryana  Pandorea jasminoides
Planchonella australis  Randia chartacea  Aruacaria cunninghamii  Brachychiton discolor Delarbrea michieana Also
Milletita megasperma which has very large seeds. If requesting these, a couple of extra stamps should be included. Recent donors - John
English, Pip Gibian, Noeline Harris, Caroline Haskard. Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a
SSAE, please.

IN MEMORY — CLAIRE WYNNE DEANE JUST 25 YEARS OF AGE

With great sadness, I have to advise the loss of life of long-term members Carol and Trevor Deane's younger daughter Claire, tragically
killed during a hazard reduction burnoff in Kuringai Chase N.P. The Deanes' have been long time members of RFSG and strong supporters,
attending many NSW outings and activities. Family, community, residents of the area control bumned, worlanates and conservationists are
devastated by that accident.

"Born 9.8.74 Died 8.6.2000 while involved in duties of her employment as a Field Officer with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service. Claire had a great love for the bush, being raised at the edge of Sydney's Garigal National Park and strongly influenced by her family
who have always cared for our bush and its wildlife. After achieving the degree Bachelor of Science and Environmental Biology in 1996, she
went on to complete the Bush Regeneration course at Ryde TAFE. Claire excelled at making a name for herself with contract and community
bushcare groups, demonstrating love for the Australian bush through so many regeneration projects and taking great pride in her achievements.

Claire had a long term ambition to work for the N.P.&W.S. and achieved this wish just 6 months before her death, in January 2000
being appointed as Field Officer, Lane Cove National Park An easy going attitude, enthusiasm and a glowing smile endeared her to her
workmnates and all bushcare volunteers with whom she worked. Although she shall be deeply missed, her presence will always be with us."
(Extracts of the memerial from the NP&WS Journal Ranger’ .)

As expressions of sympathy, almost 100 floral tributes were sent to the family and countless cards are still being received. Over 500
people attended the service at Palmdale Crematorium, while a memorial service at St. Andrews Cathedral the following day was dedicated to
Claire, her two workmates who lost their lives at the same time, and to the other 4 victims who were badly burnt, two of whom remain in a
critical condition. A terrible tragedy indeed.

T'have no doubt that all RFSG members extend their deepest sympathy to Trevor and Carol, and family.
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A SELECTION OF RELEVANT SNIPPETS FROM JUST A FEW OF THE JOURNALS WE RECEIVE

BRAIN'S 'The Node' June 2000, like all their N/Ls is full of information to interest RFSG enthusiasts. Topics ir~luded Paul Danatiu's Playing
God with the Environment: Sex, Genes and inbreeding when restoring the bush', summarised as - Revegetators should first ensure that their
practices are not contributing to reduced genetic diversity by the processes of inbreeding, genetic drift and reduced gene flow which
means avoid fragmentation of ecosystems, endeavour to source plants from local areas (provenance), and obtain seed ete from as large a source
of parents as possible.... Revegetating the Enoggera Reservoir Scrubs (with a bulldozert).... Tables on Distribution & Status of the RF
Communities of 8. E, QId. and accompanying status maps of the biogeographic provinces... And Kenneth's "Still More of my Favourite Plants"
describing the 3 Boayongs found locally (including my own very favourite Argyrodendron actinophyllum Black Jack or Black Booyong)

GREENPEACE Fact Sheet 11/99 'Working Together for the Forests' (Ancient Forests Under Siege) says "Ancient forests provide the world
with clean, fresh water, support as much as 90% of the earth's land-based species and play a critical role in shaping the world's climate. Yet
every two seconds a forest zone the size of a soccer pitch is logged or bumed.” "What you need to know - Nearly 80% of the worlds ancient
growth forests have been destroyed...Bvery second 4 hectares of Amazon RF is destroyed... 76 countries have lost all their large areas of ancient
growth forest.... Of the one fifth of old growth forest still standing, half is under threat - mainly by logging, but also from mining, flooding,
agriculture and fires.... Old growth tropical RFs cover only 7% of the world's land area, but support at least half the world's terrestrial plant and
animal species.... More than 80% of the 1997/98 Indonesian forest fires were lit by private companies.... A recent report on logging in Indonesia
estimated that 60% of industrial logging is illegal.”

NEFA Leaf Summer 1999 leads with Foul Play Suspected in Death of Endangered Trees' describing the discovery that the three largest
individuals of the endangered quandong tree Elaeocarpus minyon in that area (compartment 79 in Whian Whian SF) have recently been killed,
This happened just prior to recommencement of logging the compartment even though it had been vecommended that the location be protected ™
because of the‘rare tree...; There are many topics that would interest some, many or all RFSG members in that issue, as in the Autumn 2660
Leaf that includes - "In Chichester (State Forest) a large area now mapped as RF was heavily logged at a time when it wasn't mapped as RF."
..... "fauna and flora survey in compartment 61 of Barrington Tops. In the space of 2 days they were required to survey birds, bats, flora,
nocturnal fauna, frogs and do flora transects. In addition to the time constraints they worked under, they were aiso under pressure to approve
the compartment for logging. Two people are employed to do this between the Hawkesbury and Barrington. So rather than an incompetence
conspiracy, 'l go for the system being designed not to work theory."

"Logger violence in Victoria's Otways. Sunday 2.4.00 approx. 20 loggers attacked local residents and conservationists camped at the
Middle Spur logging coup. Police and ambulance attended the scene with about 20 people injured and 5 poing to the Lorne hospital. The
Middle Spur coup is situated in Geelong's water catchment.” Etc.

QUANDONG Vol. 26 No 2 2000: A 3 page item previously printed in Australian newspaper as Raiders of the Lost RF mentioned a seed
almost as big as a tennis ball, known as the idiot fruit Idiospermum australiaense found during a search of the Daintree RFs. The goal (by the
bioprospectors) was "the seeking of plant extracts that may one day change the face of medicine and agriculture, This living musgeum holds one
of the largest collections of living relics from ancient flora. It is also one of the world's last biological frontiers, Scientists barely know what
lies within many of these plants. Some have been analysed before but by chemists, not by chemical ecologists such as Reddell and Gordon who
are using their knowledge to unlock floral secrets." ... Further on, "2 scientists have seen the Daintree RFs come and go, its death and renewal
over thousands of years - all with the aid of computer simulation. They have plotted the history of the RF and how climate affected it over tens
of thousands of years. There was little RF 18,000 years ago, they believe. This was the time of the last glacial maximum, when the world was
cooler and drier than today - not ideal conditions for a tropical RF. These days the RF is smaller than 5,000 years ago, and on the drive from
Caimns to the Daintree you can see pockets of darker RF forming in the sclerophyll, underlining the fact that most of the RF is only 10,000 or
less years old. Global warming means the climate will continue to change and with it the RF. How will a warmer and wetter world affect the
RF? Some RF types would be substantially reduce in size and you could possibly lose some species. This means some extracts could be lost
before the bioprospectors discover them."

It was & most interesting article, and raises the obvious questions - why would anyone in authority wish to deliberately destroy this
region, and other places in our nation that obviously are of such long term value to our own species in particular and to the environment in
general? The second is - what an absolute disaster when extinctions will prevent some from making a lot of money and cause such a massive
loss to the economy and GDP?

On crop agriculture in WA. - "Huge areas were cleared of native vegetation, ploughed and sown to wheat..... The wheathelt now
reaches out to the final margins of where field crops can be reasonably grown using every drop of available rainfall. And the wheatbell and its
farmers are it trouble. And as the land in the southwest was cleared in the 1900s, the average rainfall decreased in step. Second, the land itself
is sharply deteriorating; removal of the native trees led to rising water tables, with brackish water seeping out on the surface and evaporating to
form deadly layers of salt."

(Bd. And readers, this is exactly what is starting to happen in some of our east coast RFs, near Sydney and on the NSW north coast. I assume
that it is also occurring in Qld though am not aware of where the problems are to be found.

"dustralian Plants' March 2000 where Bill Payne reviewed Mary White's Listen our land is crying' and went on ‘But Who Will Listen', saying
it is not right to blame the farming/grazing community, the mining and forest industries and not fair to blame our politicians. I think Bill
considers that we have all supported and encouraged their activities for decades, and so we have. And are still doing so. He then commented
"The approach by the management for the 2001 Federation celebrations is for vast expenditure on the restoration of old buildings, new buildings
in Canberra, and fireworks and local parties for the peasants” Members should read the whole item; it is on pages 266 and 267 -vol. 20.

It seems that Bill's concern of wasted money had a great start with most of our government leaders (Court and one other excepted)
with Mr Howard's hotel bill at $2000 a day and requiring 9 advisers and staff to hold his hand, as well as the official photographer, of all things.
Then there was the Federation curtain for just one window at the PMs Kirribili house which cost $30,000. Words fail me. What are they all
going to do for the encore which will go on for 12 months?

Wildflower Society of WA 1 am most impressed with the tenor of their N/Ls; there is a strong emphasis on environmental issues - then again
that part of Oz has been knocked around just as much as the east, land salinity and forest destruction are particularly noticeable. Anyway in the
May 2000 N/L the Conservation Report raises current issues including proposals for gas pipelines, sand mining, intensive agriculture, industrial
and housing subdivisions, etc.
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Even though the corrent government agreed to, and sopported, a Perth Bushplan' it has not committed necessary finances and in fact is
wommmﬁﬁngﬂmdedﬁmwmmmaifwelﬁymdmapmcnfmnpaty,howmmhwuﬂdymhepupamdtoset
aside for conservation? These of course are prime envirommental sites and were meznt to be the absolute bottom line for regional protection.

APS NSW 'Native Plants' of Apr 2000 has a frightening example of the incompetence (or carroption?) which the article refers to as
‘incompleteness’ referring to plant species lists supporting consultants reparts in Environmental Impact Statements. It says " a 35ha site in
northern Sydney was the subject of a development application. The consnltant who carried out the plant survey listed 65 native species, finding
no threatened species. Afler the application was rejected, NP&WS asked a colleagne to assess the site. During 4 visits with several amateur
botanists assisting, 212 native species were recorded inchnding 3 threatened species, and several more of significance to the area. It was
acknowledged that another 8 threatened species might he formd with more searching. ”

The writer went on to comment "Also appropriate accreditation of consnltants needs to be addressed, including proven experience in
the field and skills at identifying a range of species categories.”

(Bd. 1t is well known that if consnitani= don't come up with the 'expected facts', often they get no forther-work. An obvious alternative
is that if everyane in the game was cthical and put in an honest, unhiased and factual report, developers would have no alternative than to hire
fair dinkom people and would have to accept an homest appraisal.

NSWNP&WS 'News' Aug 1999: Rare wosdiands (Grassy White Box) survive in cemeteries. A timy remmant of this once widespread
Western Slopes habitat exists - less than one hectane of each 2000 ha, ar almast nothing percent. Too good wheat growing country to be set
aside in nature reserves it seems. Remmants can be scenrin the Yonng, Grndagai & Quirindi areas in old cemetery reserves.

New National park - Mebhin - near Murwillemhah was previonsly State Forest  Despite it abutting Border Ranges N.P. it
receives a lower rainfall end though it contains varions types of RF, much of the forests are of drier classifications. Soils are fertile as the park
is located just within the Mt . Warning calders, ot it lies in a aim shadow hence the limited RF. There is a camping area with the usual
facilities and a 450 m walking track throngh STRF with a stand of ancient figs as a highlight.

3 An item on the Paroo River is an eye-opener. It is in the NW of NSW amnd is the last free flowing river system in that great
network of 26 river catchments knoswn as.the Muvrxy- Darling Basin. The extreme volatility of its flow results in Imge biodiversity,. On
occasions, more that 8 million ha of its sormoemding floodplain may be immdated. Pressure is an to use the wasted flows for irrigation, after all
what is the paint of keeping just one of the 26 systems in a fairly natoral state? May as well bugger up the whole basin they say. Fortunately
there are some wiser heads fighting to maintain the status quo, a meeting at the border town of Humgerford with graziers, townspeople,
aboriginals, scientists, land mansgers and representatives of government agencies expressed widespread opposition to irrigation proposals.
"What is needed is an agreement to manage the total catchment of the Paroo and nearby Warrego Rivers. Diverting water flow will cause
irrevocable changes to the ecology of these rivers and their floodplains. Grazing can damage river banks but, properly managed it can also co-
exist with these rivers. Irrigation cannot.”

UPDATES OF SOME TOPICS PREVESISLY MENTIONED

David Bray 'enquired' about that chancoal needed for a silicon smelterin NSW, entailing the logging of the last remaining, large,
inland forests - Pilliga and Goanoo. He wrote to local member Robert Hotshot, Environment Minister Debns and Premier Carr and was
astounded that all replied, with Mr. Hotshot evenphoning him. The proposal has thankfully been rejected and ather soarces of material for
charcoal are to be investigated. An ammual 80,000 com. of hardwood was sought by the smelters proponents. Even though just 12,000 cu. m.
P.a. was allowed in past years, few reasanably large trees cannow be foumd in those two forests. Sustainability seems to be mere propaganda
when transnationals are involved. An odd thought - the Pilliga is dominated by Cypress pine which is a softwood, so how much hardwood
would be available in that region anyway?

NEW SPECIES OF DAVIDSON'S PLUM (Davidsonia) RECENTLY DISCOVERED

Carol Bentley forwarded an article very descriptive of the (now 3) species, all used as Bush Tucker plants. The new one is an as yet
unnamed small canopy tree, unlike the others in its growth hahit "The natural stand is a suckering clump of densely canopied small trees
maybe 5 - 6m high by as much as wide. Fruit is a light purple, somewhat larger than the others, mare oblong, firmer textured and totally
seedless. Fruits form in tight clumps near the ends of branches from January to March. It is an endangered species and anly reproduces in the
wild by suckers.” It is being propagated from cuttings, of course.

Peter Cornelius had acquired some for his Bush Tucker plantings and showed us a specimen which he said he obtained (from memory)
at Limpinwood Nursery.

As well, Carol also sent 2 recipes for Davidson Plum wine that look interesting. One seems to be a low alcohol brew, the other is
traditional. Copies here for anyone wanting to try them out.

"MANAGING AUSTRALIA'S NATURAL RESOURCES IN RURAL AUSTRALIA FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE"

Acknowledging my submission to this important discussion paper, (We have found your comments very valuable in helping us
develop our thinking on this matter.' etc.), the secretary said that a ministerial group has been established. Chaired by Agriculture etc. Minister
Truss, with Senator Hill Environment & Heritage; J. Anderson Deputy P.M.; and P. Costello Treasurer making up the committee. That group
will consider the public comments on the paper, together with other key documents such as the Murray-Darling salinity report, the NHT mid-
term review and the Dryland Salinity Reports in developing policy directions in natural resource management. I gather all these problems must
have reached crisis stage to have people actually considering them.

One shouldn't be too confident that any of the ministerial group have much concern with our basic problems. After all, in the Budget
Speech just last May, there was not one mention of the environment by Treasurer Costello. And in the following days, responding to criticism
that the budget for salinity reduction programmes in the Murray-Darling Basin was cut by 12% this year, Warren Truss declared "Money won't
solve the problem”. The interviewer seemed to lack the skill of asking what would, actually, redress such predicament. So that's 2 out of 4 who
are off the planet, and readers would know that I'm somewhat unimpressed with Robert Hill's commitment to his portfolio which leaves John
Anderson to-single-handedly tackle all those problems.

BIRDS AUSTRALIA SEEKING DONATIONS TO PURCHASE 263,000 HECTARES OF NORTHERN TERRITORY HABITAT

Newhaven Station, east of the Great Sandy Desert is said to be a rich wilderness of grasslands, woodlands, rocky ranges and saltpans,
providing secure habitat for 34 species of threatened animals and plants. They need $670,000 for purchase and initial management. If the
money cannot be arranged, the property will be sold for commercial grazing. Further information can be obtained from Birds Australia website
at www.birdsaustralia.com.au.



NEWS VIEWS AND COMMENT FROM MEMBERS 1S ALWAYS WELCOMED FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

There have been many letters from you in the past couple of months, people are now generally telling of their present activities when
they renew subscriptions and I do appreciate hearing from each of you. Iknow that many other members are interested in what their fellows are
doing, so do continue keeping us - informed.
NSW members.... Alanna Moore "appreciates telling of the big picture’ in the N/Ls - we all need to know about itl Re fires in
Borneo, & recent radio report said that an estimated 30% of the Island's Orang-utans were lost in the fires of '98. Scary stuffl ....With regret
moust resign my membership as I'm relocating to dry old Central Victoria where Il be focusing on things temperate and arid for some
forthcoming books I'm writing. Hopefully someone will buy The Channon Eco-Stay from me. My heart has gone south of the border."
(Bd. Alsnna has been & member for over 10 years; we wish her the very best and know that she will be deeply involved in her new habitat.

Paddy Lightfoot is "presently flat out trying to keep the Newecastle Wetlands Centre afloat financially. Managing the site
goes on but takes & lot of time, had 16 volunteers this week. 1 spend 4 hours weekly in the grounds - roll on retirement."”

Connle McPherson would have now returned from a trip to Dunk Island, Darwin, Kakadu, Katherine etc with her US based
denghter and family. Half their luck - hope they all really enjoyed those regions.

Audrey Taggart has been especially interested in Ian Cox's comments on RF plant species as a fire deterrent. "I have been
interested in this aspect for some time and would like to see more comments on the subject."

Helen Tranter says they still grow, for sale, some Proteas but they no longer export. New commercial plantings are mainly
Waratah cultivers, Allaxylon pinnata, Calomeria amaronthoides, and a few yellow Cassinias. "I think however, we may be just a hobby farm'
after the GST comes in."

Mick Hockey wrote "You mentioned in a N/L a while back the advanced specimens I was growing here. Interesting
concept, but would have involved mega-logistics - so most are planted out on my place - not a bad result in the end. currently am putting in a lot
of time into developing & Davidsonia orchard - 1,000 trees in now; have been in the ground for 1 1/2 years. Actually got 4 (I1) from the orchard
last season. (Room for growth, I'd say). Have mainly D. var jerseyana in but also a few hundred D. var pruriens in and a handful of D. sp. I
aim to have a further 2000 in by spring. Despite what other people do, I plant 'em young, out of 3" tubes but well sun-hardened. Of course,
having a full tims off-farm job sort of interferes with creative planting but one has to have a goal! Anyway, thanks for continuing to produce an
informative & essential read for us RF enthusiasts."

» ]
The local APS group visited Peter & Bev Cornelius' "Tallowood Nursery (near Kempsey) in June. They are also establishing a bushfood
orchard as well as running the nursery, replanting ex-Lantana paddocks and trying to revegetate the old Yessabah mine site. Food plants
already growing include Backhousia species myrtifolia, anisata & citriodora, Syzigium leuhmanii, the three Davidsonias, Acronychia acidula1
recollect " We had & look at Yessabah Hill, half of which had been quarried for limestone over 70 years but the lease was relinquished a few
years 8go. Being a rocky hill with most of the immediate land under grazing, conditions for re-establishing the original plant cover are less than
ideal 50 lots of effort has been expended with poor results so far. Sumeofthegmupthcnhadaqmcklookatthebusht‘oodgardensatxmpeey
that have been set up by members of the local Koori community. We did not have the time to join that inspection but are told that it looks to be
a guccessful project and is well worth a visit.

Now living at Yanderra, south of Sydney Brian Timmis wrote with the latest news. He has recently retired (waste of a
perfectly competent carpenter I'm afraid) but is glad to be well out of the way of ‘the dreaded GST'. "I am one of those who agree we should be
able to belong to Study groups without belonging to APS, particularly country people unable to attend regional or district groups, most of whom
seem quite content just to receive Native Plants' and 'Australian Plants’. I often wonder why Study Groups generally do not have a bigger
memberghip. **

1 belong to the Southern Highlands group (now 2 years old) - we have tried many things to attract members and vi<itors to come to our meetings;
the latest effort was to hire a hall for a weeknight meeting with an excellent local speaker on remnant vegetation (see a summary of his work in
a later page), advertised this in a local paper and by newsletier plus & phone around. Resulted in just 10 people at the meeting. .... The garden
(3.2 acres) 18 looking good with around 200 Mint bushes and a few RF plants too. Our group is visiting the Robertson RF Nature Reserve in
June, Helen Tranter will be our guide.”

== (Rd. I 1ell you why Brian - it is because too many of them put out a Newsletter so rarely that ex and potential members consider that
belonging to such groups is a waste of time and money, and that experience gives us all a bad name. During 1999, 6 Study Groups did not
produce 2 N/L (4 of these are now 'in recess’) while another 13 put out just one or 2 N/Ls. 7 printed 3 N/Ls for the year and just 4 of the thirty
Groups menaged 4 issues, so [ am quite chuffed.

Bev Croft paid a 2 year subs. but wondered if there would be a GST increase, adding "You arc doing a great job, especially
on the agitation for conservation and protection - it must get exhausting. We have been concentrating on getting trees into the ground; we are
not getting any younger and want to get the area on self control ASAP. We expect a further 12 months planting and then to concentrate on
maintenance till we have the rest of the canopy in place. Wildlife is increasing, Noisy pittas started coming last winter, stayed at least 4
months. Brown, and White headed Pigeons are seen regularly, especially auturn/ winter, while Bar-shouldered and Emerald Doves are often
sighted. Grey and Little Shrike-thrushes are here most of the time, Lewins Honeycaters increasing. Hopefully Topknot Pigeons will be
attracted when all the Bangalows fruit..... Unfortunately we are also attracting Currawongs which have increased enormously in our region. I
feel something must be done about this eventually, or there will be no small birds left; we hear the population of the smaller species in the
Tyagarah Nature Rescrve has dropped dramatically in the past couple of years, believed to be caused by Currawong predation.

Y Gwen Caddy lives in the once peaceful and bushy suburb of Yowie Bay on Sydney's Port Hacking though now "our part of
the world is going downhill fast as the sound of the bulldozer seems to be constant. Everywhere, we se¢ two dwellings going up where
previously one house stood on a small suburban block, and villas, town houses and units are sprouting all over the place. They wonder why the
rn-off into rivers and bays is increasing and becoming even more contaminated."

Guwens near neighbour Mimi Gedfrey is off on a seemingly annual plant seeking tour for most of July, to WA and the NT.
With all of the rain they've had up north she expects that local plants will be thriving and hopes that lots will be in flower. Then in August she
is off to Alaska, though admits to be more interested in the animals than the plants there.

Van Klaphake has spent most of this year in Sydney, caring for his mother and being involved in a 'Eucalypt project' which
has gone really well. He was extremely pleased at collecting 121 of the known 122 Euc species in the region - didn't get E. copulans which had
only one known free in existence, though a new record in Wollemi NP should at least double that number.

Julle Ho has been overwhelmed by study commitments and has had little time for anything else. It's sure hard to devote
sunch time to things botanic while doing any intensive course. She mentioned the further progress of Earth Sanctuaries - "they recently raised &
farther $12 million from a large share issue, and the company is now listed on the Stock Exchange. It appears that many people now want to
invest in rave creatures] Who knows, time may extend their concern to plants, forests and other ecosystems that are rare and special (if it's not
too latel)" '
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Ted Teutsch touched on many aspects tn a recent letter  'Brush larm Park in Sydney (Eastwood) after about 15 years work 1s
comung up magnificently Lots of ferns and R} plants are regenerating for the first time, since dense stands of privet have been removed.

Brush farm 1s at the aptly named Sydney suburb of Eastwood (much of the city's early timber needs were obtained from the fertile Wianamaita
shale derived soils of the area). The area was then used for agriculture until its value was truly discovered - subdivision potential! so the suburb
has had watercourses turned into stormwater canals or drains, the land is now roads, houses, high-rise buildings, commercial centres, bitumen
carparks and other good things, but Brush Park survives, a remnant area of RF (somewhat degraded but obviously on the mend through the work
of dedicated volunteers), a rare environment in poor old, overpopulated Sydney.

They spent a couple of weeks at the Runcimans' near Dungog, and (ex-members) Lloyds nearby. They were impressed with a regular
visitor to a fruiting Trema aspera - a Paradise Riflebird which is not often sighted in the wild. They also encountered 2 Stephens Banded
Snakes, and sighted Brush-tailed Phasogales at both cabins.

“Along the nearby State forest roads, we saw verges totally covered in Spider Lily Clorephytum comosum, escapes (or dumped?) from
nearby homes. I thank we cannot hammer home enough the dangers of exotic plants that carry viable seed; eventually a mutant will escape into
the environment, Our weed problem is not taken seriously by most people. Do keep stressing it in your N/L.... Iam plenning a quick trip to
Europe to say 'goodbye' to a couple of old relatives, and to my roots." (Ed. Safe trip Ted, tell us of the Oz plants that have gone feral over therel
0Old members..... Aub Podlich mentioned that they have just bought another 42 acres classified as 'endangered vegetation (softwood scrub)
under QId govt's new tree~clearing laws. "Presently listing and classifying the species in it and will send you a copy in due course."

Judith Brass wondered if our address label problem could be solved by asking members to send 4 stamped addressed envelopes with
their subs. This may also reduce likely fee increases. (From the GST Judith?)

’ Ian Dyer has moved, for work reasons, to Bundaberg where they have bought a 1 1/2 acre block just out of town and would have by
now started planting. "The coil is deep, infertile sand in contrast to my previous clay gardens; it will be an interesting experience experimenting
with fertilisers and different watering regimes. Fortunately we have a half dozen large Eucalypts on the block and some stray RF species -
Flindersid: Ctpaniopsis and Jagera so there is something to build on. It has been a frustrating few months in a rented property in town with
little chance to garden apart from some propagating, albeit much reduced from the previous few years."

New member John Aisthorpe hails from (almost) outback Qld, near Roma. I recollect from previous trips up north that Roma is west
of the Great divide, about 400 k's from the coast and 150 miles from the NSW border. He said "We live 25 km west of Roma, on undulating
plains and softwood scrub country. Five and a half years ago, I started a small area of Rf tree species, which in spite of our trying climatic
conditions have made reasonable progress - 4 to 5 metres for the best specimens. My interest in these plants, and the size of the project is
continuing to grow and I am eager to find information on RF plants.”

From the other "Kelly country" - at Kingaroy Qld, Caroline Haskard wrote that "it is still very dry (in May) and things plantwise are
not looking too bright, our dam is only about 40% full and we really need rain. Have a couple of seedlings of Denhamia parvifolia germinating,
a very rare small tree with a restricted distribution, from about here to Maryborough. Also got a few raries from Jan Sked; so I now have in
excess of 380 species, all of which I hope to reproduce and share them around. In due course I also hope to have an educational display garden.
Been very involved with Kingaroy Shire Council's remnant vegetation project (am on the steering committee), with weeding at a local DRF
park, advising the local high school on another DRF project, Il)'ing plants for a walking trail at a valuable private remnant and compiling
species lists for local councils. Plus the SGAP Branch work. Also looking to enrol in an external Uni course next year to enhance my prospects
in the job market." Caroline seems to be a bit busy but she and Michael have arranged to come down here to Boovpng' in late Sept and to check
out our local vegetation which will be quite different to what she is used to. We are both looking forward to meeting each other face-to-face,
and confirming (or otherwise!) our impressions from phone conversations and letters.

From South Aust, Daryl Kinnane said "the sub tropic RF plants [ grow enjoyed the long, warm summer but all stopped suddenly on the 27th
May when we had a snow storm! and the days temperature was a maximum of 2 degrees." He mentioned this 4 days afterwards and added that
none of the plants showed evidence of damage.

With regards to meeting members, Rob Cross called in here last week with Anne and Anthony, alas not allowing enough time to show
them a lot of our place but it was really good 'to put faces to the names' of additional distant members - they are from Victoria and were up this
way to spend time at a reasonably unspoilt area of the coast, at Crescent Head. Rob works at the Melbourne Botanic Gardens in horticultural
research and mentioned that they are doing a lot of work on Orchids presently, among cther activities. Ithink they left with a favourable
impression with ‘Booyong' and trust that more time can be spent here on a further visit.

Beryl and I spent a couple of days at historic Wollombi and the Tocal (Ag. College) Field Day' recently - a bad move as it tuned out,
for we came away with a tractor. Well, we ordered one while there; slashing certainly beats trying to maintain fire-breaks, or cutting weeds and
grass with a ride on mower. On the way back we called in on Ros and Kevin Runciman at their 'Yeranda Cottages' at Dungog. Their third
unit was almost finished then and what a comfortable building it looked to us. The grand opening was in early June when the first clients rented
it out. Dungog is a delightful area and handy to many forests with RF areas, and near Barrington Tops with CTRF containing beautiful, huge
old Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus moorei) dominant in some sections.

It seems the bushfood group Arbia's activity was somewhat short lived as our 2 previous N/L's were retumed "no longer exists". Kind
of them to let us know they were out of business - you recollect that they sought a N/L exchange but there was generally nothing of interest to
our Group'in the couple of 1/2 pages I'd received, so we won't miss much anyway.

CLAIRE SHACKEL'S LONG - TERM OBSERVATIONS ON SOME POPULAR RF SPECIES

"Hibbertia scandens in the MacGregor High Schools RF garden threatened to overrun its immediate area. Its top became like
Medusa's hair but then collapsed back to an innocuous ground cover.

On the family farm while clearing an area overgrown by Lantana for more than 40 years it was found to be not a total cover, but had
patches of pure vine forest with few ground cover species. Some patches consisted of one or 2 trees, one of whict was always Mallotus
phillipensis. Mallotus also dominated the larger areas free of weed.... Back to the school garden - Hibbertia had scrambled up adjacent trees,
but not the dominating Mallotus. Does this species produce some inhibitory factor? Has anyone else noticed this phenomenom ?

Rhodosphaera rhodanthema's saga continues. The seed was planted early 1996 and the first germinated in June '96 and continued at
an average of 2 a week for 9 months. After a gap, the rate was 3 to 4 per week over the same seasonal periods. Last year it was 20 - 25 over
those 9 months. This growing season resulted in just 6 or 7 in spring. The germination of seed over such a long period in natural conditions
must ensure that at least some emerge during good growing conditions to become firmly established.

Trochocarpa laurina - 1 have planted many seeds with little success, so have taken to collecting a few seeds whenever seen and
dropping them into a communal pot. Some of them were obviously viable, with each ‘pod' producing 4 - 6 plants. Both these species have a
reputation for poor germination, but you can get lucky. The N/L is always interesting reading and is apprecia

My thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter - all members comments are appreciated.
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PRIME MINISTER FINALLY REPLIES TO OUR QUESTION ON N. H.T. LAND ACQUISITION

Though it took over 3 months and two requests to obtain the information sought early this year, | was pleasantly surprised by the
amount of land involved in NHT Funded Commonwealth Contributions 1o Reserve Additions under the National Reserve System Program
by Biogeographic Region. State breakdown:-

Victoria 2164 hectares costing $1,336,500. (Average $677 per ha.) Mainly heath & grassland.

NSW 73,500 ha for $3,734,741 (Average $51 per ha.) Mainly Mulga lands, some coastal and tablelands.

Qld. 506,764 ha for $6,595,500 (Av. $12.50 per ha.) Mainly Cape York, some Brigalow & Channel country.

S.A, 216,504 ha for $1,875,060 (Av. $8.70 per ha.) Mainly Murray Darling & Eyre Peninsula lands.

WA 2,122,928 ha for just $3,672,063 (Av. $1.73 per ha.) Mainly Pilbara, Carnarvon, Gascoyne & Murchison districts.

Overall the land acquired totalled 2,921,860 ha: cost $17,213,864. A good start, though the average cost of a bargain $6 a hectare
(just over $2 an screl) surely confirms that little forest or coastal habitat was purchased. I would venture a comment that virtually all sites were
arid cowntry leasehold and other than Victoria's, very little privately owned. Shame that the only RF obtained was at far Cape York Peninsula
and that no ocoestal or montane RF is included. Hopefully this omission will be corrected in the current negotiations for purchase. Members
interestsd in a copy of the full list of 67 locations should let me know.

Alse In the reply - it is estimated that '‘Bushcare’ has protected 132,500 ha of direct revegetation and remnant areas, while a similar
amount has been protected under the Landcare program ranging in scale from remnant vegetation in paddocks and roadsides, to large scale
catchment gnd riparian lands.

A"Hf¥TER DISAPPOINTMENT THOUGH - THE NSW GOVT FURTHER WATERING DOWN PROTECTION LAWS

. Promier Carr announced (17.7.200) his already impaired Native Vegetation Protection Act will be almost useless. Regional
Committees will be further weakened and farmers will be allowed to destroy small remnant vegetation communities on their land if they replant
an equivalent, more ‘convenient to them' area. Slow learners the NSW Labor right - everyone else knows the value of remnant bushland and are
concerned to protect even small patches in cemeteries, road reserves, 'back paddocks', and creek banks, yet here they are, encouraging the little
remaining native veg on farms to be cleared for little good reason at all. I understood wool, cattle, grain and sugar prices to be uneconomic to
growers due to surplus product, yet farmers will be encouraged to clear the last of their bush to produce more of the same to add to the
oversupply and depress prices even further?

Doesn't anyone in politics, or their advisers and bureaucrats get the same drum as you and I? So many scientific, environmental and
farming journals, radio comment and TV items constantly stress the importance of remnant bushland. Yet it seems Mr. Carr, a previous
Minister for the Environment is totally unaware, or else completely ignores this fact.

Postscript. an ABC Background Briefing in April mentioned a Ron Greentree (wrong name there?) was convicted of illegally clearing 600ha of
Coolibah country and fined a whole $7,000 which he hadn't bothered to pay by April. Near Inverell, 100ha of the rare and endangered Regent
Honeyeater's habitat was illegally cleared on a Sutton famnily property. They weren't even taken to court during the 2 year limit, Extremely
wealthy individuals, and a well known pastoral group are regularly found to be carrying out illegal water use, vegetation clearing and
unapproved engineering activities in the Riverina but they ignore such findings, and have never been taken to court. Morale among those
appointed to police the laws, as would be expected, is not high.

WHAT A CONTRAST THE CARR LABOR GOVERNMENT IS TO WRAN'S 1980's FORESTS AWARENESS

Going through some old files, I came across a copy of a letter to Neville Wran in 1982. It commenced "We wish to thank you and
those of your colleagues who were far sighted enough to realise that the remainder of our rainforests that have survived 200 years of white
settlement should be kept for current and future generations to use and enjoy. And as habitat for those remaining insect and animal species, and
of various undisturbed ecosystems that rely on such areas for their survival..

Your decision has, to a major extent kept faith with the A.L.P's policy of concern for, and protection of the natural environment.
Thank you for your efforts on this issue... We would like to assure you that a great number of NSW residents appreciate the decision that has
been reached." " 4

Researching literature as to what the Wran govt. actually 'saved' (i.e. not develop or 'improve' on natures legacy), I referred to a
NP&WS publication "NSW RF's: Nomination For The World Heritage List - 1987" - its introduction by Bob Carr, the Minister for Planning &
Environment and Minister for Heritage at the time included "As Mr Wran has said, it may be well be regarded by future generations as his
government's crowning achievement"
Rd. Will the chronicles record - ' N. Wran realised the importance of remnant rainforest and moved to protect this in perpetuity while B. Carr
was responsible for the destruction of arid zone woodlands and many small remnants of locally vital natural vegetation 20 years later?

NO LET-UP IN QUEENSLANDS LAND CLEARING RATE EITHER

In fact, a supposed leaked report indicates bulldozers are working overtime - 408,000 ha (that is 4,100 sq km) of native vegetation has
been cleared each year between 1997 and 1999, up from an annual 340,000 ha between 1995 & 1997. QId Labor has learned nothing from
Goss's debacle in 1995 (7) because he ratted on his environmental undertakings and took a massive electoral defeat. Premier Beattie claims he
can't compensate farmers unless the Commonwealth gives him $103 million to pass on. He can, though, find a tidy sum of $280 million to
expand Brisbane's Lang Park stadium. An interesting set of priorities, it could be argued.

Anyway the current rate of clearing is claimed to be destroying 230,000 trees every day. Times 365 equals 84 million trees plus an
inéstimable number of other plants. Suppose 10 trees plus associated vegetation support just 1 bird and 1 reptile. Looks like up to 10 million
of each are killed in Qld every year. Plus heaps of other biodiversity. Well done Peter Beattie, well done the companies, who, in the main are
leading this assault - what are you going to do for an encore? Giving electors a weekly tally of the carcasses would be a good start.

T understand that growing numbers of Labor supporters are dismayed that Mr. Beattie has ignored his environmental promises and
gncemmbed to threats from the peak farmers group Agforce of a 'backlash'. Another case of a Labor politician prepared to alienate his core
gupporters to try and win votes from the major abusers - often big business and cotton growers - who would never ever vote for ‘them socialists'
even if their very survival depended on it.
. The first such report ‘State of the environment Queensland 1999' has been published, summaries cost §9.95, the complete report is
934.95, The brief review I read "it is a comprehensive publication covering the atmosphere, the land, inland and coastal waters, biodiversity"
ete "The report is well presented, makes it easy to locate various pieces of information, and there is a generous use of colour photos.” "One of
the mest endangered ecosystems in Qld is the blue grasslands of the Darling Downs." The law states that these State of the Environment
Reports must be compiled every 4 years. Pity there was not a 1995 record to compare this one against.
. Ifanyone has access to the document (through libraries efc.) they may care to send a summary of it for a later N/L.
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PERHAPS THE LATEST DISCLOSED POLITICAL DONATIONS HAVE INFLUENCED THE ABOVE ACTIVITIES

In the three years '96 - '98 Oz companies gave $29 million to political parties; 64% to Liberal, 23% to Labor. Public companies only
gave 15%to the ALP, though lobby groups gave $11 million to Libs and $9 million to Labor. Biggest gifts were from Wespac & Village
Roadshow with over a million dollars, Santos, Western Mining and Coles Myer, Lend Lease & Amcor around 3/4 million, while HIH Insurance,
National Bank & Boral nearly a half million each.’ Easy come, easy go - it's your money anyway, shareholders and consumers; so you must all
approve of such largesse. That's all very well though, the world now knows that those particular companies paid money to the pollies, what is
not widely known is the mryriad of smaller groups and individuals who donate to, or even bribe the decision makers to make corrupt rulings.

BACK TO LAND CLBARING - AMP SOCIETY LYD. IS QUEENSLANDS BIGGEST DESTROYER BY FAR

That financial giant has been ivsued with permits to bulldoze 100,004 hectares through subsidiary Stanbroke Pastoral, though we
should be grateful that the AMP ingists ite clearing practises are environmentally sound. They of course also insist that their overpaid useless
incompetent imported executives, costing the group, its shareholders and policy holders tens of millions of dollars; and taking over failing
companies for ridiculons amounts is commercially sound.

AMP was the company which ‘revittilised' the Soiith Aust. 90 Mile Desert and adjoining Victorian Big Desert (from about The
Coorong to Ouyen - Hapetoun), some 20,000 square miles approx. in total in the 1950's and 60's.. They "enrolled a number of young men as
potentidl settlers, These men asgisted in the varions operations of land development, including logging, burning, ploughing, fencing and
seeding.... The objective has been o develop the land fo the stage of a reasonably consolidated pasture, to subdivide it into individual holdings,
to erect fences, to create water facilities, 10 crétt houses. Under the scheme, the Society has assisted settlers with mortgage finance to procure
their farms, and working capitel in the early years." Avefoge rainfall was 17" to 22" p.a. at that time (The Australian Encyclopaedia 1963).

Pifty years ago AMP wes a land developer and financier on a massive scale. Few people have thrived on that marginal country.
TodayMisstillinthemgm,mwmofmtnvelmedthatthoseoldschemesmmerelyashorttetmgain,totally
unsustainable, Heaven help us when AMP eventually gets the rights over our remaining rainforests.

THE IMPORTANCE OF RECORDING FLORA AND FAUNA ON YOUR PROPERTY OR NEARBY RESERVE

Deave Bray exjiiifids on previows suggestions of setting up your own database. Obviously not requiring a computer, but recording
observations by the method most convenient to you. He writes "I have been struck by the importance of old recorc= in some of our current
thinking of about whiat hes happened to the flore and fauma over the past 200 years. Much of our knowledge prior to 1900 was based on letter
and diaries of early settlers and explorers. Even recently when NPWS were thinking of returning Lake Innes to freshwater, the main
information on what it was previoualy came from the diary of a local resident.

Resentehiers have limited money/ tirtse for field work, 20 a survey of a plant/ animal community will identify the most common species
and mise many of the others. The Bird Atles project is good, because it will provide a large database which could be used by many researchers
for a wide range of studics. Thawe felt, intuitively, that landowners may similarly be able to contribute valuable information for research
because we have the adventage over periods of tine. Examples - the first appearance of new weeds/ pests; changes in flora/ fauna associations;
flowering of RF treex; occursence of rare aniffitls or plants eic. On our property we have sighted Quolls 3 times in 15 years, so a researcher
doing a one week survey here woudd have about | chance in 260 of finding Quolls, but we can tell them that Quolls do occur. It is the rare
observations which msy be important and thet is where landowners have an advantage.

Several issues have occurren! to ms. Piratly, do landowners want to make the information public? This is a valid concern; Geoff
Williams pointed out to mis that some coliectors actuelly acan the literature for new species of insects then go to the published type location to
catch one. (Ed. Bird trappers alseo.) NPWS is careful to delete locations of threatened species from their management plans if they go to the
public, and they screen peaple who access their database. 1 don't think that would discourage a determined collector. My own view (intuitive,
subject to change) is that i the long run the flore and fmme will have a better chance if we make information widely available and cope with
‘problems' if they arise.

Secondly, what form should the Gita take? It scems to me that flora/ fauna survey methods are continually changing and there is a
risk in using specielised methods for surveys, the resuits may loee value further down the track. However, basic information, such as a simple
List of what is there, will always be valuable and (like good wine?) it should improve with age. Any further information should add value - ]
doubt that many landowners would have the time or inclination for producing anything more than a basic list anyway.

My initial thoughts (dreams?) wese to try and get a number of owners interested in building up a database on their own properties;
these could be shared via 2 AL (or even a website?), I thought that making the effort to compile a simple list would encourage to look
more carefully at what they have and may stimmlate interest for further study of their own properties. Each of us has limited sq and |
have been inspired by the way you have encoureged shady groups to visit your property ‘Booyong' and thus expand your experience, I have felt
thatthemmcanldbuﬂf—gmﬁngnmmtmdmvideamoﬁvaﬁontopmh@sspecialiseinsomem(e.g.fems,lawelﬂ,gwnd
covers, vines etc) so that we cowld help each other. o o Saf

Maybe [ just need some motivation, because I had lost interest in growing and planting RF plants at home (the napyral rogrowth of RF
species is gencrally much move successful then our plantings have been - except for around the house), Lintend to develop a database for our
place and submit it to NPWS for inclusion in their regional records. Haven't made much progress yet, becapse it has forced me to Jook
carefully at my identifications of plants there, resulting in my commencing a herbarium of specimens. But it was an Intereafing exercise to go
through our diaries, scrps of paper, notes acribbled in bogks et to get together the starting point for a list. It was timé consuming too, which {s
why I thought & simple format mey be helpful for anyone else interested in doing something similar. A list pinned to the wall over the kitchen
sinkallowsnnyuucto\*hnany_newordehﬁngsmcsamcdaywithlinleeﬁ‘oﬂ,andthﬂleluformaﬁoniaauﬂmmlhﬁr
for later use, ' -

My point is that it would be worthwhile for people to record plant and animal life on their land, and special or unusual events eto
affecting these, This motivates us to search more thoroughly (and frequently) as well as encouraging a more rigorous approach to identification
(which in tum helps ug leam more about our flora/fauna). The resulting information could also provide valuable data for research. It would be
the individual's choice to esther setain the information for his own use; share it with like-minded people; make it available for research (such as
NPWS database); or even make it public (¢.g. on the internet), Records could be kept as a simple list on paper (with minimum effort) ar, at the
other extreme as a computer database with as much additional detail as you like.

The important thing is that it should be kept together in one set place, be easily accessible so that additions can be made whenever
something new of interesting is seen (ie at the end of the walk, before we remove the leeches or sit down to a drink and forget what it was)"
Bd.- We set about making & comprehensive list, with pen and ink, as soon as we came to ‘Booyong’; it being such a novel experience to live in a
civilised manner awey from the rat-race and especially close to nature. Those records were an important factor in our application to become a
Wildlife Refuge and then to enigr into a Voluntary Conservation Agreement; we obviously possess a special part of Oz and are both humble and
proud to have responsibility for its slewwdﬂgp for a time. Would other readers care to comment on this topic?
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PROTECTION OF ROADSIDE REMNANT VEGETATION LEFT TO THE VAGARIES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Many Councils consider trees and shrubs a nuisance, or even dangerous if they border a roadway and clear them routinely. In my area
they even dislike grass near the bitumen so much, they poison it on a regular basis. The chemicals of course are washed into the streams and all
you people on town water drink some of the residue. Not a really intelligent choice if you think about it.

However Wollondilly Shire Council south of Sydney actually has a person in the position of Roadside Reserve Strategy Officer’,
Brian Timmis sent a copy of the Shires N/L Bush Telegraph' Jan 2000 issue that described the winning of the national award for Innovation for
its Roadside Reserve Strategy. "The roadside environment is important because it is used and seen by almost everyone. According to the RTA
figures, the total area of public roads in NSW is equivalent to the total area of all our state National Parks. We took the view that the roadside
environment reflects a snapshot of what the land used to look like... And to ensure the environment flourishes, engineers and works staff are all
now trained in techniques to protect vegetation during routine roadside maintenance.”  Well done, Wollondilly |

PLANTATION FORESTRY MAY NOT BE THE IDEAL SOLUTION TO LOGGING NATIVE FORESTS

A number of tax effective schemes have been offered to wealthy people to invest in overpriced units (usually of one hectare in area -
though you can have as many as you wish). A prospectus that I obtained from the Tasmanian group Gunns Ltd (woodchip and timber group)
which offers the opportunity to lease a hectare of seedling trees for $4,750 plus annual maintenance and rent costs of $320, increasing yearly
with inflation. The options are Radiata Pines or Blue Gum/ Shining Gum, to be harvested in 25 years (Pine) or 20 years (Eucs.) though some
returm would be received in the interim from low value thinnings. A good eventual return is forecast by the managers.

’ However, they stress that top quality, arable, fertile laud is needed to grow these trees. Essential criteria include - 'Mild climate with
uniform annual rainfall of 900 mm. minimum.", Fertile, well-drained, gradational soils derived from granatic, basritic or sedimentary bedrock’,
Minimum depth of soil to an impermeable layer of 600 mm.’; Land slope of no greater than 35%'; Altitude of less than 450 metres above sea
level' and ‘regular use of Glyphosate type knockdown' herbicides, or a biological control substance from the air, or fungicides as required',

A letter from the Hon. Wilson Tuckey (Minister for Forestry & Conservation) to the Oz Financial Review on 16.6.00 concluded with
"Prospectus-based plantation forestry has made a major contribution to the national plantations strategy with significant economic,
environmental and social benefits." Economic benefits yes, but just to those high wealth individuals desperately needing tax breaks.
Environmental benefits? well only if it is necessary to set aside prime agricultural productive land for long term and low value product, and
forcing dairy and basic food suppliers to move to farming distant from markets and marginal land (as in arid inland Qld, or to get that meagre
additional production by clearing tiny pockets of NSW remnant vegetation). Social benefits? Not a lot there either if you are aware of regular
complaints that small towns are dying because farm families are being steadily reduced in number; their properties changed from intensive
agricultural production to forestry which supports only occasional or casual employment, forcing residents to move away to obtain other work.

MINISTER TURCKEY ALSO BELIEVES THAT YOU DON'T NEED OLD GROWTH TREES FOR WILDLIFE
On & Late Night Live' programme on salinity 25.5.00 the great man said something along the lines - You don't need old trees - just
attach nesting boxes to regrowth and that is sufficient. ‘

MOVES AFOOT TO INTRODUCE MANDATORY SENTENCING TO GREENIE PROTESTERS

Despite our government appearing to be in real big trouble over its approval of the sentencing, for example of a black man who stole a
towel from a line to a years gaol, and a (as it turned out) death sentence for an aboriginal kid who broke into a store and took a few dollars
value of stationery, it has floated the idea of putting away for varying times, those of us who so object to the ever-increasing destruction,
'sustainable’ or otherwise, of our environment who protest against such stupidity, costing exploiters time and money. There were even
suggestions that offenders be refused bail and kept in captivity until the actual trial; this did happen to a large number of people who protested
against Jabiluka uranium mine. This is totally abhorrent to fair-minded people. That's the sort of thin.ﬁ we expect of Indonesia or Zimbabwe but
then we do live in an 'economic' democracy now, so must be kept in our place. Prison. :

'LONGSTEM NATIVE TUBESTOCK' SEEMS TO BE THE WAY TO GO IN LAND REHABILITATION

S This to us, was without doubt the most interesting aspect of the Tocal Field Day of all the exhibits and topics available. The method
was devised by Bill Hicks, the founding chairman of NSW SGAP; obviously a bloke with long experience with our plants. Bill became
concerned at the takeover of many stream banks by willows, and then saw that a lot of native plantings on river banks and flocdways were
ripped out by floodwater, or carried away when soil was eroded by strong currents. He reasoned that the success of willow species was their
ability to sprout roots along the whole stem whether it had been buried in silt or sand, or by deliberate planting of pieces of stem and that
natives should be able to do the same. After 8 years of persistent research and hard work, his long growing plants' - longstem native tubestock -
represent one of the most innovative developments of streambank stabilisation yet seen.

He spoke of his methods, showed a brief video of the technique, and displayed a wide variety of plants he grows for this work, Eucs,
Casuarina, Callistemon & Melaleuca, Tristania, Waterhousia Acacia etc. He has successfully cultivated and tested 27 species in field trials.
Most species which occur naturally along streams are considered suitable for Tongstem' development due to their tolerance to sediment build-up
around the stem.

All plants are grown in 2" square tubes by 5" deep and have well-developed, non distorting root systems even though they are approx a
metre tall when ready to plant! Key factors in their growth are: 100% organic mix to maximise moisture retention and adequate area for root
development; addition of iron and a specific slow release trace element compound in the potting mix; regular routine of fertiliser application,
heavy watering, especially in the early stages of growth, maximum exposure to light and weather to promote hardiness; above ground storage of
tubes for air pruning of roots. The displayed plants were tail but looked good with mature bark, not as one would expect in tube stock; were
about 12 - 18 months old and ready to plant out. In the field, they are planted into deep holes 'dug' with a water lance with the stem almost
totally buried, perhaps just 10 to 15 cm of the tip above soil level; the main factor is to completely fill the hole to ensure no air pockets remain
by the stem. It seems that buried stems generate root growth from each leaf node so they quickly become well established, suffer less
competition from weeds, as well at least the lower root systems are in a cooler soil layer and generally deep enough to access subsoil moisture.

Bill's work is supported by Dept Land and Water conservation, Hunter Catchment Management Trust and Natural Heritage Trust. He
is happy to talk to anybody about his work, I have his phone no. also some brochures giving a bit more detail than I have written for those
interested in using his methods.

I discussed longstems with Kim Gollan (Dingo Creek RF Nursery), wondering if it may work with RF regeneration away from stream
banks. . She said they are effective in such situations but instead of having dark, maybe flaky mature looking bark us in Bill's ideal plants, Kim
recommends using species, or plants that have live-looking smooth bark so it seems that either fast-grown plants, or species such as the laurels,
olives, Myrtaceae and Sapindaceae should be considered. I'm trying some of these in our current project of regenerating our Kiwi fruit paddock
- I hope to report on this activity in a later N/L if there is space.
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UPDATE ON PAUL BRADY'S WEST PENNANT HILLS (SYDNEY) PLANTINGS

"t i3 always a pleasure to get the N/L; I wish I could be more active in regard to rainforests, indeed native plants in general. However
{ am in the middle of & Ph. D. in vocational education and don't find too much extra time. '

This year marks a decade since I started planting on my property. With two very good years of rain, I feel I have gone beyond the
establishment period into consolidation. I am certainly at the point where it is difficult to think of extra plantings apart from the odd spot. In
this regard I am keen to get hold of an Alloxylon for my front garden. [ can see myself taking more interest in orchids as time goes on.

With a decade behind me, it might be useful to indicate those trees and shrubs (outside of the normally occurring Oz vegetatien - both
natural and bird ete. distributed) that have performed extremely well in my location (i.e. heavy soil, sloping block to a creek with top storey of
Eucalyptus saligna, Sydney Blue gum and understorey of Glochidion, Pittosporum revolutum, Clerodendron tomentosum, etc.

These include Aemena ingens, A. smithii, Agathis robusta, Acronychia oblongifolia, Alectryon subcinereus, Alphitonia excelsa,
Arcontophoenix alexandrae (doesn't seem to set fruit), Arcusminghamiana, Bacikhousia citriedora, B. sciadophora, Buckinghamia celsissima,
Callicarpa pedunculata, Cassine australis (lowers but-doesn't set fruit), Castanosporm alphandi, Ceratopetalum apetaium, Cryptocaria
laevigata, Delarbrea micheana (flowers but no fruit), Diploglottis australis, D. campbelli, Dysoxylum fraserianum, Ehretia acumininata,
Elaeocarpus grandis (my tallest planted tree), Emmenosperma alphitoniodes, Euodia elleryana, Flindersia australis, Linospadix monostachya
(doesn't set fruit), Livistona australis, L. decipiens, Mallonls discolor, Pennantia cunninghamii, Pisonia umbelifera, Podocarpus elatus,
Rhodosphera rhodanthema (second quickest grower), Syzigium gffin, 8. anstale, S. froncisii (sharing third place with Waterhousia floribunda as
© a strong grower), S. lewkamanmii, S. oleosum, S. paniculatum, S. moorei, Tasmannia insipida, Toana australis, Waterhousia floribunda.

; Many people use newspaper for covering soil before mulching. I hewe found another use - given I have a sloping block I am using
mounds of papers as catchment for rain. A problem with ggpes is that rainweigy, oreven water from drip systems after a dry spell flows off
without penetrating the soil. By creating small walls of papers in a strategic way, water can be channelled to plants and held sufficiently long to
be either absorbed by the newspaper or by the soil. Plants also benefit from the mulching effects of the paper. This is an excellent way of
establishing small plants. Ultimately of course, the paper rots away but by that stage such plants will have been well established.

I'have taken note of the issues about membership of SGAP. I must admit I let my membership lapse some years ago whilst overseas
and didn't get around to renewing. In so far as RFSG is supported by SGAP, I can see merit in members belonging to the Society. For my part I
have rejoined, although because of time constraints I will not join a local branch. Once I get beyond my degree I will have a lot more time to do
all these things - this will be my last great effort before my retirement in 10 years."

GARRY DALY TELLS OF HIS ACTIVITIES DURING THE PAST AUTUMN

*Planted out advanced Waterhousia floribunda, Euodia elleryana, Doryanthes excelsa, Pittosporum undulatum var badjaensis,
Cryptocaria pleurosperma, Endiandra palmerstonii, Olea paniculata, Metrosiderox queenslandica, Syzigium canicortex, Dysaxylum
gaudicaucha, Flindersia breyleyana, Apodes brachystylis. Some of these came from Shoalhaven City Council nursery, this was closing down
and stock was sold off cheaply. I have recently purchased some more rare species from Burringbar nursery; I find that they have a wide range of
plants and their stock is of high quality. Plants are in 1 litre bags and have established root systems. I will pot them on and hopefully some will
be large enough to plant out next autumn. I aiso would like to grow some Angophoru costata from seed from the isolated (and unusual
distribution) population near Narooma. The form is excellent, with the red and blue colours of the bark being more intense than the Sydney
form and growing with a much straighter bole. § ;

1 praise the values of Trema aspera yet again. This year there are up to 4 Brown Cuckoo-doves feeding in front of my office and
occasional White-headed pigeons. Of course, Lewins Honeyeaters are continually feeding on the fruits.

More of my specimens have flowered for the first time - a Syzigium sp. planted in 1992 and Jagera pseudorhus from the late 1980's
among them. What is obvious is the need to keep accurate notes on what is planted, and where, each year. By being systematic we can find out
what can grow in different regions and how long it may take before a species flowers. 1find it interesting when I peruse D. Jones book
‘Ornamental Rainforest Plants', most of the subtropic and many tropic species grow quite well in temperate (and frost free) Nowra. Ihave
noticed that there is an increasing amount of Lantana seedlings on our place - many appearing in areas where they were absent ten years ago.

Participated in the Sth Grey-headed Flying Fox count on 8th April (organised by Peggy Eby ph 029387 6134); other members may like
to participate in future years. These mammals are important pollinators of Myrtaceous trees (particularly Red Bloodwood and Spotted Gum)
and dispersers of RF seed, particularly Figs. ' = .

My book Threatened Fauna of the Shoalhaven was released recently. Twas pleased to see it finally finished - it is available from the
NP&WS for $15 and bas very good colour images of the beasts and concise comments on the fauna. Other NSW regions are now considering
similar productions. ; : -

A Commission of Enquiry into a proposed 837 lot subdivision near Jervis Bay has found the area to be unsuitable for development
because the economic and social benefits were deemed of less importance than potential water pollution into Lake Wollumboola and related
fauna & flora habitat impacts. This sets a precedent for NSW - land fezonéd from rural to urban by Councils (and given the green light by
DUAP) no longer can be given assurance of development., 'k

APS-wise, though I strongly support the organisation and often give talks to the local group, I have much more interest in RF and
ecology and will continue to support RFSG as the newslettérs cover political, economic and ecological matters that are very interesting and
important."

JUDITH BRASS SAYS HER IPSWICH AREA HAS BREN VERY DRY

Summer and eutumn were very harsh on the plants and at the time of writing, there is no indication of rain. Some of the RF
specimens look very stressed as the soil here is sandy and generally shallow - ofien less than 30 cm over sandston, sometimes clay. Though
I've been watering the ferns every day, some continue to die back. -

Recently bought 2 Curculigo sp. (Weevil lily)fot $7 éach. The seller thought they were Cocos Palms! [ am waiting for rain to plant
them out; also to accept Merle Goadby's offer of some fefns to trial as effective ground cover. The dry seems to have prevented much fruiting
this year though Eupomatia laurina is fruiting heavily and I may be able to send some to our seed bank.

On the subject of Web Sites, the National Plant Photographic Index at www.anbg.gov.au/imagesphoto is worth a visit. It contains
photos of many native plants including RF. The listing is by family.

I was interested in your reading of the Managing Our Natural Resources' discussion paper. Economic and Social issues need to be
considered but the current trend seems to be to consider economics to be the three most important issues, social issues fourth and environment a
very distant fifth. Economic and social issues priorites must change to protect the environment. Economic policies should be based on low
consumption, saving to pass on to following generations rather than borrowing and leaving our descendants nothing but debt. Social structures
should encourage small families, caring and sharing rather than the current T, ME, MINE' culture."
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REPTILE OF THE MONTH — THE STEPHENS BANDED SNAKE Hoplocephalus stephensi

Ted Teutsch mentioned seeking 2 of these near Dungog. I'd set aside a write up on this species in an issue of Bush Telegraph' to
include in a N/1 and this is obviously the time. 1 expect they should be here at ‘Booyong', there is suitable habitat to support them. Research at
Whian Whian SF where 16 specimens which had tiny transmitters surgically implanted were routinely tracked with a special radio receiver.
Though an endangered species in NSW and Qld; little was known of their habits before this research was undertaken. It is now known that they
require large hollow-bearing trees as shelter sites, and climb to lofty positions within forest canopy where they may remain for long periods.
Generally the oldest trees within a forest are chosen for shelter though they sometimes forage in dense viney clumps of foliage.

Species of small mammals, and birds are common prey, they are taken either in trees or on the ground. While snakes monitored in RF
rarely spent time on the ground, snakes in Euc. forest descended at night to hunt in dense sedge vegetation, sometimes remaining there for days.
Younger snakes mainly feed on lizards.

' Although venomous, they are shy and retiring animals which prefer to hide in the darkest hotlows. Due to their timidity they are
rarely seen, so may be more common than has been thought. A small snake, 50cm total length, generally brownish above and usuaily with a
series of irregular cross bands with a black head, brown crown and a brown or cream patch on either side of the neck. Lips are barred with
black and cream. Distribution from Gosford in NSW to southern Qld.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM NSW NP&WS ANNUAL REPORT

As at June 1999, 5,032,553 hectares were reserved under the act, representing 6.28% of the land area of NSW. During the year, 119
new parks and reserves were created with 479,000 ha involved. Many of the new areas resulted from negotiations concerning the eastern NSW
forests, as part of the development of a comprehensive forest reserve network.

New parks of particular interest to our Group include - Jagun N.R. (100 ha) near Valla Beach protects LRF, moist Euc forest and
Banksia stands on the foredune with habitats of Oyster Creek. Towarri N.P. (2505 ha) is part of the spectacular Liverpool Range, near
Murrurundi having habitats from high-altitude tussock grasslands to STRF at the western margin of its range.

Not all areas classed ‘wilderness' are reserved. Presently NSW has 2 million odd ha - 2.5% of the land area identified as wilderness,
obviously meaning that this is all that has not been altered by European oceupation over 200 years, However, another approx. 2% has been
nominated for consideration of inclusion in this category.

Included in the appendices is a detailed listing of NPWS managed lands - names and area - covering the different classifications but
their specific locations, should you wish to visit a particular reserve are not shown. There are around 600 different areas making up the estate.

OUR ABC IS FAST LOSING POPULARITY WITH SOME RFSG PEOPLE

The standards of my favourite broadcaster have really taken a pounding over recent times. Jan Sked was annoyed to find all eight of
her Bunya Nut recipes listed in her "Go Native - Wild Food Cookbook!, published by Pine Rivers Branch SGAP had been copied, word for word
on an ABC website. Jan was even more upset to read ‘Copyright 1987 Australian Broadcasting Corporation'. Nowhere was there a mention of
her book, its publishers or authors of the recipes. Despite writing to the station concerned (Sydney's 2BL) and emailing the website pointing
out that they had breached copyright and asking them to remove her property from their site, she had not received an acknowledgement after 2
weeks, and the recipes were still featured.

My big beef is the low standard of far too many radio announcers (especially on "Your local ABC') who are
unable to string a sentence, even a phrase together without the ubiquitous 'ah’ or sometimes ‘err’ constantly recurring. OK, I'm not flash at
public speaking but my profession isn't in communications and I don't often speak to the masses. Surely people in the media must be able to
communicate. After all, employers are compelled to spend small fortunes on staff training; | wonder where the ABC sets its employee
standards? And yes, I all too often get side-tracked from the topic in question by comparing Loane's ah numbers to Batemans ers, and later with
Clarks uh words, So I often switch off in frustration, possibly missing out on something of interest. And then there is the inordinate time
devoted to news and analysis of irrelevant topics (to Oz citizens) like overseas violence, peace negotiations, human disasters if they have good
TV footage etc, yet we are not told of happenings here that have a great effect on our present perhaps personal situation, or of matters of
significance to our future.

FLJT'S FORESTS LOOK PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE NOW

Our jovial George Speight seemed to have been set on his new found career of thuggery and terrorism through the denial of his failed
attempt to get the 'Mahogany contract' which I gather was the rights to exploit the nations remaining RF. Many acquaintances were shocked to
hear early reports that he was an Australian citizen - surely he doesn't look Australian, doesn't sound like one and certainly does not act like an
Ozzie. Perhaps we should be a little more selective on who we accept as residents. Fiji is now probably ungovernable and with its economy in
ruins, all it has left are its remnant forests, fishing and a couple of gold mines. Id bet the trees and fish will be gone very soon and I'd also
gather that resulting instability in the region will be to our own detriment.

AWARDS TO NEWSLETTER EDITOR COMING THICK AND FAST

The best was winning the 'Geelong Cyclops Award'. [ thought is it a dinky (had one of those years ago) or a three wheeler bike I
always wanted? Hang on I thought, Cyclops no longer makes things in Oz nor does anyone else; we are merely importers of manufactured
goods. Then the penny dropped - it was 'the one eyed viewpoint medal' - an accompanying citation read "If your football support is like your
conservation advocacy, any club would be willing to give you The Cyclops Award", Thank you one and all, there was a big field against me -
Morgan of WMC, Anderson at BHP, Boral, AMP every pro-development at any cost politician, Les Hooker (GRHS) and a million others and
beat 'emi all offt Thank you for that Geoffrey, the Eye' shares pride of place on the wall with that first award to me of The Great Big Wooden
Spoon for Byabarra's Greatest Stirrer.

From APS South Aust - the Hot Seat Medallion: "By the way, I enjoy the FIRE that is in your newsletters!”

APS Victoria's gong to our editor The Old Diggers Prize' was worded .'always enjoy this group's Newsletter where a spade is called a spade’
(Ed. Always good to know that one's efforts are at Jeast read by some people, and are worthy of comment. Be a dull old world if everything was
deadly serious!

BUT I OFTEN WORRY THAT MUCH OF MY 'NEWS' IS NOT WHAT MANY PEOPLE WANT TO HEAR

Beryl looks at what I write and often says "Well Hanrahan, haven't you got anything positive to include?" You must all realise that I
do get very upset and concerned about what 1s happening to our own habitat and the environment. Other than to put in submissions on matters I
feel are important, and waste my effort in occasionally writing to a politician I feel all I can do is to tell others of the dangers, and hope that
somehow, somebody will ensure that things be put to right. That is my optimistic attitude at least.

However I am seriously considering including only comment, news and views from subscribers and just my own experiences with
growing and observing in future. Idon't really know what to do.
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