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" You could l ika Awfmh's ugrkuhral hhtory lo a 200 year -: one resuking in the c W g  of 20 billion trus, runking b 
mauiw land dqgr&t~ and srrlinity. " "(gcynole speech - The Regional Australia Summit Oct 1999) 

A SYDNEY MEMBER OFFERED TO RUN OFT ADDRESS LABELS AND IT WAS QUICKLY ACCEPTED !I! 
Joe Beskin took pity on me and very promptly phoned with the offer to assist in the running of the Group by shouldering this essaltial 

time consuming work. I really appreciate Joe's helping me out. Especially when he had to retype all the details as my disk was garbled. 

THE ILLAWARRA MEMBERS GET-TOGETHER LACKED SUPPORT AND HAS BEEN DEFERRED 
Richard Logan mentioned during our last conversation that only 3 people contacted him on that matter. If anyone else who may be 

interested, but just hadn't got around to obtaining details; his home phone no is (02) 42 855 088. 

NEW MEMBERS - A  VERY WARM WELCOME TO EACH OF YOU !! 
SGAP Caboalture Qld. JOHN AISTHORPE Roma Qld CHLOE BEEVERS & CAMERON PRICE Comboyne NSW . 
CLARIS NAPTHALT Port Macquarie NSW ARTHUR PHILLIPS Taylors Beach NSW. LUCY SCOPE Kilabakh NSW 

Four of the 6 new subscribers are from the NSW Mid North Coast; we do need a subgroup to get these very keen people together from time to 
time. This region now accounts for around 40 RFSG members, or near 25% of Group mernhdip. Anyone take on a, say, local social secrebyl 
organizer position7 

RFSG TO HELP AT MID NORTH COASTS PORT MACQUARIE 'WILDE"L0WER SPECTACULAR' 9th & 10th SEPT 
I q r d  to help with this display provichg local APS m e m h  k Study Group members supported us. Our main requirement is to set 

up a massed display of RF fohge, hopefully some in flower and f i t ,  and with attractive new growth and unusual leaves, etc. Would anyone 
able to help please let me know ASAP. 

I DON'T YET KNOW HOW THAT 'NEVER EVER TAX' - THE GST - WILL AFFECT THE GROUP 
Some man& have assumed thaf or wonder whether, subscriptions will increase. I don't know; some Regions have merely obtained 

an ABN, though NSW at least has had to register for GST and is adding that current figure of 10% to membership renewals. I really don't want 
to be a tax collector - thafs why I joined a Bank when I left school and not the Taxation Department. I do know that I most vehemently object to 
being taxed on newspapas and books when I seek information, and on plants fertiliser fencing etc. that cost me extrafor food plants,and when I 
am restoring the environment to benefit this planet as a whole. 

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK 
Dolyanthes palmen Hibiscus pandunYonnis H. splendens Hymenosponun flavum Melicope elle?yana Pandoma jaPminoides 
Planchonella awhalis Randia chartacea Amacaria cunninghamii Bmchychiton discolor Delarbrea michieana Also 
Milletita mqaspema which has very large seeds. Ifrequesting these, a couple of extra stamps should be included. Recent donors - John 
Exghsh, Pip Gibian, Noeline Harris, Caroline Haskard. Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a 
SSAE, please. 

IN MEMORY - CLAIRE WYNl'iE DEANE JUST 25 YEARS OF AGE 
With great sadness, I have to advise the loss of life of long-term members Carol and Trevor Deane's younger daughter Claire, tragically 

killed during a hazard reduction burnoff in Kuringai Chase N.P. The Deanes' have been long time members of RFSG and stmng supporters, 
attending many NSW outings and activities. Family, commmity, residents of the area control burned, ~orlaaates and c a m t i o n i s t s  are 
devastated by that accident. 

"Born 9.8.74 Died 8.6.2000 while involved in duties of her employment as a Field Officer with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. Claire had a great love for the bush, being raised at the edge of Sydney's Garigal National Park and strongly influenced by her family 
who have always cared for our bush and its wildlife. After achieving the degree Bachelor of Science and Environmental Biology in 1996, she 
went on to complete the Bush Regmeration course at Ryde TAFE. Claire excelled at making a name for herself with contract and community 
bushcare groups, demonsb-ating love for the Australian bush through so many regeneration projects and taking great pride in her achievements. 

Claire had a long term ambition to work for the N.P.&W.S. and achieved this wish just 6 months before her death, in January 2000 
being appointed as Field Officer, Lane Cove National Park An easy going attitude, enthusiasm and a glowing smile mdearcd her to her 
wmkmates and all bushcare volunteers with whom she worked. Although she shall be deeply missed, her presence will always be with us." 
(Extracts of the mem8nal from the NP&WS Journal 'Range? .) 

As expressions of sympathy, almost 100 floral tributes were sent to the family and countless cards are still bemg received. Over 500 
people attended the service at Palmdale Crematorium, while a memorial senice at St. Andrews Cathedral the following day was dedicated to 
Claire, her two workmates who lost their lives at the same time, and to the other 4 victims who were badly burnt, two of whom remain in a 
critical condition. A terrible tragedy indeed. 

I have no doubt that $1 RFSG members extend their deepest sympathy to Trevor and Carol, and family. 

, k 



A SELECTION OF RJLLEVANT SFNWRTS FROM JUST A FZW OF THE JOUBNATS WE B&CEIV& 
BRAZN'S 'The Node' June 2000, like all theu N/Ls is full of infnrmatiua to interest RFSG mWiWq. Topics ir-Au&d Paul -!+&- 
God with the F~vimmcnt  Sex, Genes and i n b d i n g  when reaming the bush', stmmwj.M as - %egetaton should first ensure that th& 
prnetlces ere not contrll*ntlnl: to rerlnced ~ & r  diYemi5lly by the pmmwv of inhmtdinu. gmetIc rldh nEIC1 rtdnocd paas which 
m m a  avoid fra~mtahon of cwqstmns, mctcnvo~rr to m ~ m  p h i s  lm l d  ~tens (pmvenancc), and obtain & ctc frmn as h e  a 
of pnmls as pssiI>le .... Ilve~ctacinl:  rhtl Fsmg~rlsn m o i r  Scnlbs (with a hulldozer!) .... 'l'ul~tm on Diskilnrtiun & St~trrs ofthe 1IP 
Communities of S. E, Qld ~ n d  ormn;pnnp7nc! strims mnps of the biogeoa;raphic provinces. .. And Kermeth's "Still More of my Fnvotuj* Plantsa 
dwribing the 3 Booyon@ found locally (mcludmg my own very favounte Aqptmfend~wn acfinophyllum Black Jack or Black l3ooyod 

GREENPEACE Fact Skeet IV99 'Working Togdherfor the For&' (Ancient Forests Under Siege) says "Ancient forests provide the wid 
with clean, fie& water, suppori as much as 90% of the d ' s  l a n d - b n 4  species and play a critical role in shaping the world's climate. Y& 
every two s m & a  a f m t  zone thc size oft3 . S O C ~  pitch is logad or b ~ ~ ~ l a b "  "What you need to know - Nearly 80% of the wmlds ancient 
growth forests kavc hccu destmy ed... Every seco~ld 4 h m b r c ~  of Arnr~ort RF is destroyed.. 76 countries have lost all their large areas of 
&rowth fmt .... DT the ma f i f l l t  of old growth Ibresl still stand in^, hslr is under threat - mainly by logging, but also from mining, f l a  
agricrtIture md lms .... Old gowth tropical RFs covcr only 7% of the wrld's land area, but sr~pport at least half the world's terrestrial plant md 
animal v i e s  .... Morc tl~an 80% of thc. t 997/98 lndonesim ford fires t v m  lit by private mmpmft~~.... A recent report on l~g- in h w a  
estimated that 60% of industrial logging is illegal." 

IWFA LerrjSmmu 1999 leads with 'Foul Play Suspected in Death of Endangered Trees' d&bing the discovery that the three largest 
individuals of the endangered quandong tree Elaeocarps minyon in that (compartment 79 in W l h n  Wian SF) havc recently lxm kill&, 
This happaid just prior to recommmcrsnenl of logging the compartment even Ihougl~ it had hcrn recornmendcrl that the location te pmteck! \ 

because of t h e e  tree.... There are many topics that would interest some, many or all RFSG rnrmlmx in that issue, as in the Autumn 2980 
Leaf that incli~des - I1ln Chici~cster (State Forest) a largc arcs naw rmppad as RT: was hesvily lo@ a t  o time when it wasn't mnppod as W." 
. . . . . "fauna and norn mmy in co~nparlmmt 6 1 of Barrington Tops. In the s p c e  of 2 days thcy were required to mmey birrL~, bk, flora, 
nocturnal fauna, frogs and do flora tmmects. In addition to the tme conatmints t h q  ~wrkcd under, they wcm also under pramre to approve 
the comp&rmt for logging. Two people are employed to do this between the Hawkesbury and Bnrritigton. So rather than an incomwterrce 
conspiracy, I'll go for the system being deslgned not to work theory." 

"1,ogg~r vidcnre in Victoria's Otwnp. S d y  2.4.00 approx. 20 l og~!m nteacked Iwd &denls and ~ ~ & t i f i n i & ~  camped at the 
Middle Spru logpjlig wup. Pol ice md nmbdmce nttended the w ~ i e  with about 20 p p l e  ~njuretl and 5 mine to Uie Lornc hospitnl. The 
Middle Spur coup is situated in Geelong's 3.vater cntc;?i!nent." Etc 

QUANDONG VoL 26 No 2 2000: A 3 page item previously printed in Austmlzan neiwpper as Raidem of the Last RF mentioned a seed 
almost as big as a tennis ball, known as the idiot fruit Idiospennum austmliaense found during a search of the Daintree RFs. The goal (by the 
bi-ets) wss %the s m k h g  orplant extracts tbal may we day change the fa& of medicine and qmculture. This living museum holds one 
af the largest colEectimn of l img mlics horn nncimt flofii. H is also onc of Ule world's last bialogicni li.ontim. Scientists b m l y  h o w  what 
lies within many of these plants. Some have been analysed before but by chemists, not by clicmid ecologkh such as Kddcll nnd Crordon who 
arc using their howlcclge to tmlotk flom! ~e~rCfs." ..... FwLhCT on, "2 scientists hnvc seen the DaintFee RFg come and goo, its dmth and & 
over thoosnod? of p m s  - fill with eltc aid of computm simnlnlron. They Iwue plotted Che history of L!e RJ: md how ctiniate affected it over tens 
of thousands of years. There was little RF 18,000 years ago, they believe. Thlrr wns the l imc of the lnsl el~cial maximum, when the world wrts 

cooler and drier than today - not ideal con&bons for a tropical RF. These days the RF 1s smaller than 5,000 years ago, and on the drive h m  
Cairns to the Daintree you can see pockets of darker RF forming m the sclerophyll, underlininx the fact that most of the RF is only 10,000 or 
less years old. Glolxrl warning mm1m the climate wd1 coiitinuc to clurnge and wth it the RF How will a wanner and wetter world &ect the 
RF? Some RI: typcs \wold bc sl~bstrultrnlly redwe in size and you c ~ ~ t l d  pss~bly lose some s ~ i e s .  This m m  solme extracts could be lost 
before thc binproqxclam dixover 7 lletn." 

I l  wns a moqt ~ntcresbn~ nrhcle, and mses the obvious que&ons - why would anyone in authority wish to deliberately destroy this 
region, nnrl olller plaws in our 11ntion that abtiously m of such long tmn vnhr to our own specics in rarticulsr and to the mvinxuntnt in 
genml? 'Ibe m n d  is - wt~nt an abgolu~c d~snstcr whcn cxtinctionq rvi \I prevent ~ o m c  Frm~ mabin? a Itd or rnoncy and wrlw mdl o mnssivc 
loss to the economy and GDP7 

On crop agriculture in WA. - "Huge areas were cleared of native vegetation, ploughed and sown to wheat ..... The wheetrxlt now 
reaches out to the final maqjns of where field crops can be reasonably grown using evay drop of available rainfall. And the wheatbelt and its 
farmers are in trouble. And as the land in the southwest was cIeared in the 1900s, the average rainfall demeasd in step. Seu~nd, the land ibJf 
is sharply deteriorntins removal of the native trees led to nslng water tables, wth brackish water seeping out on the surface and evnpmting t~ 
form deadly layers of salt" 
@d. And rmdm, thi9 is ewdy wlmt is WGng ta happen in m e  o f  our ewt matst WR, near Sydney and on the NSW noPth cast. I ~ ~ ~ m w n  
that it is rtlso ocx~lrrk~g in Old tt~on& 8m not nware of w11m d!r! probIerns mc to be. follnd 

'AustraCMn P;Ianls' March 2000 where Bill Payne reviewed Mary White's Listen our l d  is crying' and went on But Who Will Lish', myiq 
it is not right to blame the fhmmg/grazing mnununity, the mining and forest industries and not fair to blame our politicians. I thinlr Bill 
considers that we have all supported and encouraged their activities for decades, and so we have. And are still doing so. He then wnmst4d 
"The approact1 by thc mnnagmmt for the 2001 Firlat ion mlebrotions 1s for vast cqcnditxre on the restoration of old buildings, new build- 
in Canbmru, nnd fimvorlts and lml pnrl~es for the p c a w t . ~ "  Mtmkn should read the whole item, it is on pages 266 and 267 -vol. 20. 

It seems that Bill's concern of wasted money had a great start with most of our g o m c n l  l&m (Court and one other excepted) 
with Mr Howard's hotel bill at $2000 a day and m p i r h g  9 advisers and staff to hold his hand, as well as the official photnppher, of all things. 
Then there was the Federation curtain for just one window at the PMs Kimbili house which cost $30,000. Words fail me. What are they all 
going to do for the encore which will go on for 12 months? 

W-r Soeieg of WA I am most impressed with the tenor of their N/Ls; there is a strong emphasis on mvimnmmtd issues - the.n again 
that part of Ctz has has knocked around just as much as the east, land salinity and forest destruction are particularly noticeable. Anyway in tbs 
May 2000 N/L the Conservation Report raises current issues including proposals for gas pipelines, sand mining, intensive agriculture, iodustrial 
and housing subdivisions, etc. 



NSWNPhlPS Wm1Ang1999. k ~ ~ ~ ~ B o J c ) r r r m i R m ~ e s .  A t i n y ~ o f t t r i a a ~ ~ ~  
w a t r s n S E o p e s ~ ~ - b t h s n m t ~ a f e a c h Z D O O h a , [ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  T r n @ a d a m e a t ~ ~ t ' , b C &  
aa ide innr t s remi t i l e rme  l b m m t s ~ a n b e h t b e Y q G ~ & ~ a ~ e a s m a l d ~ -  

NewNmthdprk- ~ - r a r ~ w a s ~ m ~ y S t a t e F o n e s t  ~ i t a h t t t n g ~ - ~ N . P . i t  
~ ~ a l ~ ~ d ~ i t ~ p r m l m s t y p e s ~ , m n c h a f t h e ~ a r e a f ~ ~ 8 1 ' f i d m s .  SailaarektikasthepsrL 
bbeatsd~dbnthEW&ubbitlirainaraiP*~tfbclimrtedBF. Thaeisamm@gelcaariththed 
fscilitiada450m~tnrck~SLgFwifhastandaf&@asa~W 

A u i t a n a n t b e P a r w B i v a i s a n ~ .  I t i s m t b e N W ~ m d i s C b t l . r t i i e e f k m + u g r k e r l g d a n h ! t h r t ~  
natrmrlrof26 rtar- --lh%@Aanin. ~valatilityafitsflrrwnyaltsinhngehkdhmity. On 
o c c a a i p k l s , m r a e t h t a m i n ; a n h a a f i h P ~ f l a d ~ m q y b C ~  ~ i s m t o a s e t b e ~ ~ f o r ~ a f f q d  
Wisthepaistafkeepiagjastaaeaftk26sgstansmawnatmalw MayasweUmupthewhalebasinthcysay. Ftxbmtdy 
~ m 8 0 n t e a r i a a h a d s ~ t o  ' ' ' t h e ~ q n q a m ~ m g r d t h e b a d e r t c w o f f X ~ w i f h g r r a i a s , ~ l e ,  
a b o r i g i a a l s , ~ l 8 I u i ~ d ~ a f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t o ~ m F a o p o a a t s .  
%ianeadedisan-tornanag~&totalcatehmenlaftheParwd*W-~Rivm. Divufiqwaterflowwillceuse 

chEmges to tk m l n g y  ofthese rivers and their flmdpl-. crm chmge nva. banks but, properly m m q d  it can also 
odstwiththeserivrra I ~ c l m n o t "  

UPI)ATES OF m- 
DavidF3ray'~abautthatctnuroalnaededfiuasilimu " ' NSW,&dhgtheloggingofthelast~~g~ 

i n l a n d f m - P i t l i g a d O o m o o .  Hewmtetnloeal~BbbertHntshafF~tMimisterI3ebnsandPrmrierCwandwas 
t W n d ~ A t h a t a l l r e p l i o d , ~ ~ . H a t a h o t ~ ~ h i m .  ThepmpcYsaIhas~ybe~nnejcdedandathersarroesofmataialfar 
charcoalaretobeinvm A n ~ ~ 0 0 0 r a m a f ~ w a s s t r r t R h t b y t h e ~  Evendtm&jast12,,000ca.m. 
p . s . w a s a l l o w e d i n p a p t y e a r s , E e w r r s ~ l a r g e ~ ~ b e ~ i n ~ t w o ~ .  S~diiysaanstobemar:prapagsnda 
when tmmwdanah an immlvd. An odd thug& - the PiIliga is d m u i ~ k d  by Cypress pine which is a softwood, so how nmch hadwood 
would be available in that region anywav 

N E W s P E C I E S O F M M D S O N ' S ~ ~  ' *  ' ) T I E c m K Y D I S C O ~  
Carol &ntly ftmmkd an artidle very drxriptive of the (now 3) s p i e s ,  all used as Bnsh Wkcrplaats. The new one is an aa yet 

m m a m e d a m a l l c a n o p y ~ a n l i k e t h e a t h e r s m i t s ~ ~  I h e ~ 1 s t a n d i s a ~ g ~ o f d u 1 s e l y ~ a d s m a l l t r r a s  
maybe 5 - 6m high by ar urn& as wide. Fruit is a hght p q k ,  s m m h t  larger than the others, more oblong fbmer tsarmsd and totally 
seedla. Fruitsforminti@dnmpsneartheendsof~fmm38moarytoMarch. Itisandmgeredsp5eandanlyreproduccsinthe 
w i l d b y s u c l e r s . " t t ~ b e i n g ~ ~ ~ g a $ ~ f c o m s e .  

Peter Camdim had q m d  same for his Bush Tuckerphtings mi showed as a specimen which he said he obtained (fimn xnunoxy) 
atLhqhwcdNnrsay. 

As well, Carol a h  sent 2 mipa far Davidsan Plum wine that look interestiag. One seans to be a low d& brew, the other is 
traditiunal. Copies hue far mywe wanting to tty than out 

"MANAGING ADS?RALUv'S NMQRAL RESOURCES IN RURAL AUSTRALIA FOR A SUSTAWABIX FUTURE" 
Achwllsdgirg my m ~ a n  to this important d i m m i a n  paper, (We have found your comments vey valuable in helping us 

develop our thinking on this matts.' etc.), the secretary said that a ministerial group has been establishihed. Chaired by Agriculture etc. Minister 
Truss, &ith Senator Hill Envimmeut & Heritage; J. Anderson Deputy P . U ;  and P. Costello Treasurer making up the commit&. That p u p  
will consider the public cmurmts on the paper, toacther with other key documents such as the Mumy-hl ing salinity report, the NHT mid- 
term' review and the ByIand Salinity Reports in developing policy direchons in natural resource nmmgement. I galher all these problm must 
have reached crisis stage b have people actually considering them 

One shouldn't be too d b t  that any of the ministerial group have much concern with our basic problem. ARer all, in the Budget 
Speech just last May, there was not one mention of the environment by Treasurer Costello. And in the following days, mpmdiag to criticism 
that the budget for salinity mbction progmmmes in the M q - D a r l i n g  Basin was cut by 12% this year, Wmen Truss declared nMoney.won't 
solve the problem". Tbe interviewer scemcd to lack the skill of aslang what would, actually, redress such pdicrtmerrt. So that's 2 out of 4 who 
are off the planet, and readers would know that Rn somewhat unimpressed with Robert Hill's commitment to his portfolio which leaves John 
Anderson to s i n g l e - W I y  tackle all those problems. 

BIRDS AUSTRALU SEEKING DONATIONS TO PURCHASE 263,000 HECTARES OF NOR- TERRITORY HABlTAT 
Newknverl Station, east of the Great Sandy Desert is said to be a rich wilderness of grasslands, woodlands, rocky ranges and aaItpm, 

providing secure habitat for 34 species of threatcued animals and plants They need $670,000 for purchase and initial management. I€ the 
money cannot be arranged, the property will be sold for m m i a l  grazing Further information can be obtained h n  Birds Ausfdja website 
at www.birdsa~liacam.au 



NEWS VWU'N ir.f'l3 .(~OM&IF,NT FROM MEMBERS fS ALWAYS WELCOMED FOR OUR NEWSLEmR 
'I'l~erc have bCFIl mnns tettcrs f i ~ m  yo11 in the pst couple of months, peoplc are now genernfly telling of their present activities d m  

t .hq renew mihmiptians and I do appreciate henring h m  each of you. I know that many other tnembers are interested in wfiat their fellows are 
doing, m do wn? i 11uc '--qi iq us .: informed. 
iG!flhmk~- Mmana Moore "qpmciates tell iag of the 'big picture' in Zhe NlLs - we all need to bow abut it! Re 6res in 
bm, o m t  d i o  rgmt.Mid That ~n cstimarod 30% ofthe Island's Chug-utans were lost in the fires of '9&. Scary stuffl .... With I 
mmt r w i p  my m h b i p  a4 l'm rcloc~tmg to dry old Centrot Victorin where Ill be focusing on things temperate and arid fm some 
forllm~lling b k ~  ?XI u-riti~. H~pefully s o m m  wlZ btty The C h ~ n o n  Ea+Stay fmm me. My heart has gom south of the border." 
{FA. AIarinn has k e n  a m m k  kbr  over 10 yam; we wid1 her the very k t  and know that she will be deeply involved in her new hsbitat. 

%ddy Mrhtfm t is "prescn tly flat out Uying to k c g  tile Newcastle Wetlands Centre aflaat financially. Managing the dte 
~ c m  on htt takes a lot oi' h, lwd 16 volunteers this weck. i spend 4 l~ours wccekly in the grounds - roll m rctirernent." 

Clann ie WcPhcrson \vould b v e  now rehlmd f m  a h p  to Dunk Island, D m  Kakadu, Knthnine etc with her US based 
&iqfita and f~nily. 1 ialf their luck - hope tiley all m l l y  enjoy4 cdlme regims 

BIu8rey T u w r t  hos k e n  e q m i d l y  inlerestod in Ian COX'S commmts on RF plant species as a fire &tenen. "I have been 
inkreited in thig mpect for m ~ c  rime and would like to WE nore comments on the subjectM 

'-TrIclr Tmhfer says they slil1 pw, far sale, smne Pmreu~ but tl-iey no longer e m  New ~ p ~ ~ a r e ~ y  
Weratdl cudtivers. Alloxylm pinnata, Calomeria omaronthoides, and a IZW yellow Ca.~sinias. "1 think ~ ~ O W C V ~ ,  we may h just a 'hobby farm' 
afl,m the OST mmes in." 

Nick Hockey wrote T a u  m d d  m a Nn a M e  back the a d v d  spximens I waa growing here. In- - but vmild ltnve invol-~ed mega-Iogidcs - so most are plnntcd out on my plnoe - not a bad -It in the end d y  m putting in a lot 
ortime: into d m I g l r i ~  a Dnrdymin orcturd - 1,600 t rca in now; have b m  in the ground for 1 112 years. Actuafly got 4 (11) fmm the o & d  
kt sewn. @mm KT grmtBmwth, Pd my). ihvc mainly D. vrlrjersqwra in but also A Tew hundred D. varprrm'ens in and a handfbl of D, sp. I 
nim to h v e  n fi~filvr ZnOD in hy spt~flg. Dmite what other people do, I plant 'em young, out of 3" tubes but 1 ~ 1 1  sun-hard&. Ofooumz, 
hnying o fd1 time off-fnrm job ~ m t  of intmfcres WIUI creative plmtiog but one has to htlw a goal! Anyway, Uzank.~ far continuing to produce an 
info&tivc & C T E T I ~ ~  mci for 11s RF enthusiasts." 

a 

TIE 1- APS m u o  c is i t4  Peter & Bev Carneilurll'  tallow^ Numm$ (m Kempsey) in June. They are also dablishing a bushfood 
a h a r r l  xs well ta nnminx thc n w ,  reptanthg ex-Lantana paddacks and lryiag to rcwgctate the old Yes,~aW mine site. Food plants 
a!1~4dy p w h p  ~ n t l ~ t i t  !'wW~louSia w i e s  myrtlfa!ta, a n i s m  & ci~n'dom, Syz'g-urn leuhnrrmii, the three DaYidsenim, Ac~anychia uciduh I 
rocoHcct.' 1 x 7 ~  lvrd EI b k  at Ycwbtlh I-fill, half of which hnd bccn quarried for linestone over 70 years but the 1- was relinquihed a few 
JWUS q o .  Ecmg R m k y  hill with most of the immediate land under graxinp, conditions for m b f i s h i n g  the original plant cover are less tban 
ideal m 1ut.q of r'icorl hhcl hxn eqxmded tvltIr p r  results so fw. Son~e of Utc p u p  lhcn had & quick Imk at the bush food prdem at Kmpsey 
tlmt bar& bc:~ SC1 IF by memks ofthe lml Kooti community. We did not have the timc to join tlut inspeclion bnt are told that it lwks to be 
n rrumasfvf project md i s  vrell WMth II visit. 

Now living at Yaoderra, south of Sydney Brlan nmir mte with thc latest news. He bas mxutly retired (wHste of a 
p r f ~ t l y  comp!ml rqmtm h ahid) but is glad to 4z well out of the way of 'he dmded GST. "I am one of ththwe who agree we should be 
zb!e to !r.!ong to Zhldv groups without belonging to APS, particularly country people imable to attend regional or district goups, most of whom 
rmm quit: ccntgi jn!? to roccive 'Native Plants' and 'Austmlhn Plant..'. I oflm wondm why Study Eroups g e n d l  y do not haw a bigger 
memk-aflip. -' * 
I k l o n a  "n GTP. Sw!Ii~rir I !iphlnnds group (now 2 years oid) - we have tried many things to attract mernbem and vi-itm to m e  to aur rn-, 
die late:i ;rafr: $7-as to Itkr a h d l  for s weeknight meeting with an excellent l d  on remnant vegetatim (rrere a summary of his work in 
i! h!cr ~.?l?r$, a,.lvcrfisd th;.q in t~ Id p p r  and by newsletter plus a phone around Resulted in just 10 wple  at the m e w .  .... The g d a  
(3.2 XPX) zr itmI-in.i, -ml wit11 nmuud 200 Mint bushm and a few W plmts too, Our group i s  visiting the Robertson RF N 8 t ~  m e  in 
June, Hden ?5-rtr:tci lx~ll Zr WLT wide." 
na (Ed. ,rlf fell yor! why grim- ii~s6eu!mtmmmryofthemputout aNewslettmsorarely that exandpot&t l t ia lmtm~ddcrthat  
hlma!: to XI::!. g.rnlJp 2s a m e  of time nnd money, and thnt eqm-ience givw us all n bad nnmc. During 1999, G Study G m q s  did not 
prrwuc~. . M/rl (4 +I' U:csc P L  now 'in d) while motha 13 put our just one or 2 N k .  7 pnnted 3 NLs for the year n d  just 4 of the thirty 
r h ~ t p B *  n l r t r l y , ~  $1 ysvirr, so 1 nm quite chuffed. 

R ~ Y  Croft p i d  rr 2 yew srtbs, but Farmderwl if there would be a GST increase, adding "You nrc doin& a gmt job, especially 
on ?he a~ i t r h rm  ?fir I onsmvntian &nd protection - it must gct exbt ing .  We have been concentrating on getting trees into the gram& we are 
not getting Rnv ycxrngcr md WRR~ to gct the nrea on self control ASAP. Wc -1 a further 12 month plmting aud then b con~entratc an 
maintcrla!iw ti il iw 1. RVI: t i i ~  rent of the canopy in place. Wildlife i a  inmwiny?, Noisy pitt.83 started coming last winter, stayd at least 4 
montl~s. Bro\lm, find \,Wi it, h d e d  Ptgeons wc sea regularly, especially a u W  winter. while Bar-dlouldd and Emerald Doves arc often 
sighted, I T C F  llitllr Xh-ik-c-rhruahes arc h m  most of 6hc time, Lcwins I lonptcrs  increasing. Hopefully Topknot F igeons will be 
uttmckd whwl RI! tl~c : .Vmpnlm~ hi t. .. . . Unfortunately we are dm atimcting C m w m g s  which have inc rasd  enmo~isly in our r@m. I 
fxl .*o!&tli.;~ ~g must hc crone abut this evmhdly, or them will be no small birds leR; we hear tlic mulation of the smaller speck in the 
T y n ~ n d l  Nnturc E:rxmc hm d q p x l  dmmtically in the pasl c~uplc o f y m ,  believcd to be caused by Cuurawnngpwhtion. 

)I CWCP Cnddy lives in Ulc oncc pesccfut and bushy suburb of Yowie Ray on Sydnq+s Port EIacking though. now *& part of 
th world is ar~iriy, d ~ ~ v h i l l  fnst as Ihc som~d of thc b u l l d m  sccms to lx constant. Evmy~here, we see two dwellings going trp 
pzviouely onL h~:51: cn n s m ~ l l  suburban block, and IldviIlm, town IIOUW and uniLq arc sprouting aL1 over the plncc. Thq* wimder why the 
km-of~int;) rims and bp i s  incmmiq md homing  even more oantaminnted." 

Gwen9 ncnr ncjfirhw Mimj Godfrey is oil'on a seemingly annual plant d o g  tom for most of Jdy, to WA a d  thc NT. 
With till oElhc min th+ had up north she expects that Iocal plnnts will Ix UUlriving and hapes that lots wiU be in flower. Then in August she 
is off to Alaska, thou& &its to be more interested in the aninmls than the plants tllerc. 

" d m  Klaphske Ims spent mosl of this ycar in Sydney, caring for his mother and King ~ v o l v ~  in a Eucalypt project' which 
has gone rally *ve;c!l. I r e  u~-lr. exmdy p l d  at collecting 121 of the known 122 Euc spscies in the region - ddnr getB copulunswhich had 
only onc knm:,!~ 11 .: in r:xistince, tliou811 ii new record in Wollcmi NP should at lest double that number. 

.Itdle n o  has been ovcnvhelmed by study canmihmts nnd has had litae m e  for mything el=. 11's sure hard to devote 
much timc to shings lsotanic whilc doing any intenskc c o w .  She mentioned thc further p q s s  ofEatth S a n c W e ~  - "they r m t l y  raised a 

' fiullm SI rn~lliotl from a Imge share issuc, and the company i s  now listed on file Stcck Exclmge It uppears that m y  people now want to 
i m t  in mi4e craiumt WZIO knows, time my extend thcir m n m  to plnnts. forests and other msy$tems that are rare and specid (if it's not 
too Itltel)" 



red Teutsch touched on man) aspeck LII a recent lettel 'Brush I b m  Park 111 Svdne! I Sastwood r after about 15 years work is 
; o m g  up magnificently Lots of ferns and Rk plants are regenerahng for the first tune, since dense stands of pnvet have been removed. 
Brush farm 1s at the aptly mimed Sydney suburb of Eastwood (much of the city's early tunber needs were obtamed bom the fertile Wianmnatta 
shale derived soils of the area). The area was then used for agriculture until its value was truly discovered - subdivision jwtmtiall so the suburb 
has bad watercourses turned into stormwater canals or drains, the land is now roads, houses, high-rise buildings, commercial centres, bitumen 
cruparks and other good thugs, but Brush Park survives, a m m m t  area of RF (somewhat degraded but obviously on the mend through the work 
of dedicated volunteers), a rare environmcut in poor 014 ovcippuhtcd Sydney. 

They spent a couple of weeks at the Runcimans' near Dungog, and (ex-members) Lloyds nearby. They were im& with a regular 
visitor to a fruiting Trema mpem - a Paradise Riflebird which is not often sighted in the wild. They also mcountd 2 Stephens Banded 
Snakes, and sighted Brush-tailed Phasogales at both cabins. 

"Along the nearby State forest roads, we saw verges totally covered in Spider Lily Clorcphytum comosum, escapes (or dumped?) fiom 
nearby homes. I thank we cannot bmnmcr home enough the dangers of exotic plants that carry viable seed; eventually a mutant will escape into 
the mviment. Our weed p b I m  is not taken seriously by most people. Do keep stressing it in your NIL .... I am planning a quick trip to 
Europe to say 'goodbye' to a couple of old relatives, and to my roots." (Ed. Safe trip Ted, tell us of the Oz plants that have gone feral over there1 
w u u b  PodUch mentioned that they have just bought another 42 acres classified as 'endangered vegetation (softwood scrub)' 
under Qld govt's new treeclearing laws. "Presently liwing and classlfylng the species in it and will send you a copy in due course." 

Judith Brass wondercd if our address label problem could be solved by asking members to send 4 stamped addressed envelopes with 
their subs. This may also reduce likely fee increases. (From the GST Judith?) 

Ian Dyer has moved, for work reasons, to B u r l a k g  where they have bought a 1 112 acre block just out of town and would have by 
now started planting. "The Eoil is deep, infertile sand in contrast to my previous clay gardens; it will be an interesting experience experimenting 
with fertilisers and diffmmt watering regimes. Fortunately we have a half dozen large Eucalypts on the block and some stray RF species - 
Flindersid: ~ p a n i o p s i s  and Jagem so there is something to build on. It has been a frustrating few months in a rented property in town with 
little chance to garden apart h m  some propagating, albeit much reduced from the previous few years." 

New member John Alsthorpe hails iiom (almost) outback Qld, near Roma. I recollect from previous trips up north that Roma is west 
of the Great divide, about 400 k's hm the coast and 150 miles h the NSW border. He said "We live 25 km west of Roma, on unduhtiq 
plains and softwood scrub country. Five and a half years ago, I started a small area of Rf tree species, which in spite of our trying climatic 
wnditions have made reasamble progress - 4 to 5 metres for the best specimens. My interest iu these plants, and the size of the project is 
wntinuing to grow and I am eager to find information on FW plants." 

From the other "Kelly country" - at Kingaroy Qld, Caroline H a s h r d  wrote t h t  "it is still veq dry (in May) and things plantwise are 
not looking too bright, our dam is only about 40% full and we really need rain. Have a couple of seedlings of Denhmnia purvfolia geminating, 
a very rare small tree with a restricted distribution, from about here to Maryborough. Also got a few raries from Jan Sked; so I now have in 
excess of 380 species, all of which I hope to reproduce and share them around. In due course I also hope to have an educational display garden. 
Been very involved with Kingaroy Shire Council's remnant vegetation project (am on the steering oommittce), with weeding at a local DRF 
park, advising the local high school on another DRF project, Wing plants for a walking trail at a valuable private remnant and w m p h g  
species lists for local councils. Plus the SGAP Branch work Also looking to enrol in an external Uni course next year to enhance my prospects 
in the job market." Caroline seans to be a bit busy but she and Michael have arranged to come dovm here to 'Boovpng' in late Sept arid to check 
out our local vegetation which will be quite diirment to what she is used to. We are both looking forward to met ing  each other face-bface, 
and confirming (or otherwise!) our impressions from phone conversations and letters. 
M s  Daryl Kinnane said "the sub tropic RF plants I grow enjoyed the long, warm summer but all stopped suddenly on the 27th 
May when we had a snow storm! and the days temperatme was a maximum of 2 degrees." He mentioned this 4 days afterwards and added that 
none of the plants showed evidence of damage. 

With regards to meeting mmbms, Rob Cross called in here last week with Anne and Anthony, alas not allowing enough time to show 
them a lot of our place but it was really good 'to put faces to the mimes' of additional distant members - they are h m  Victoria and were up this 
way to spend time at a reasonably unspoilt area of the coast, at Crescent Head. Rob works at the Melbourne Botanic Gardens in horticultural 
research and mentioned that they are doing a lot of work on Orchids presently, among cther activities. I think they left with a favotuable 
impression with Booyorig' and trust that more time can be spent here on a further visit. 

Beryl and I spent a couple of days at historic Wollombi and the Tocal (Ag. College) Field Day' recently - a bad move as it turned out, 
for we came away with a tractor. Well, we ordered one while there; slashing certainly beats trying to maintain fire-breaks, or cutting weeds and 
grass with a ride on mower. On the way back we called in on Ros and Kevin Runciman at their Yeranda Cottages' at Dungog. Their third 
unit was almost finished then and what a comfortable buildmg it looked to us. The ~ ! l d  opening was in early June when the first clients rented 
it out. Dungog is a delightful area and handy to many forests with RF areas, and near Barrington Tops with CTRF containing beautiful, huge 
old Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus moorei) dominant in some sections. 

-It seems the bushfood group Arbia's activity was somewhat short lived as our 2 previous NL's were retmned "no longer exists". Kind 
of them to let us know they were out of business - you recollect that they sought a N/L exchange but there was generally nothmg of interest to 
our Group'in the couple of 112 pages I'd received, so we won't miss much anyway. 

CLAIRE SHACKEL'S LONG - TERM OBSERVATIONS ON SOME POPTJl,h.P RF SPECIES 
"Hibbertia scandens in the MacGregor High Schools RF garden threatened to overmn its immediate area. Its top became like 

Medusa's hair but then collapsed back to an innocuous ground cover. 
On the family farm while clearing an area overgrown by Lantana for more than 40 years it was found to be not a total cover, but had 

patches of pure vine forest with few ground cover species. Some patches consisted of one or 2 trees, one of which always Mallotus 
phillipensis. Mallottrs also dominated the larger areas free of weed.... Back to the school garden - Hibbertia had scrambled up adjacent trees, 
b u - m  

. . . Does this species produce some inhibitory factor? Has anyone else noticed this phenomenom ? 
Rhdosphaem nhodanthema's saga continues. The seed was planted early 1996 and the fnst gaminatetl in June '96 and continued at 

an average of 2 a week for 9 months. After a gap, the rate was 3 to 4 per week over the same seasonal periods. Last year it was 20 - 25 over 
those 9 months. This growIllg season resulted in just 6 or 7 in spring. The germkition of seed over such a long period in natural conditions 
must ensure that at least some emerge during good growing conditions to become f m l y  established. 

Trochocarpa laun'na - I have planted many seeds with little success, so have taken to collecting a few seeds whenever seen and 
dropping them into a communal pot. Some of them were obviously viable, with each pod' producing 4 - 6 plants. Both these species have a 
reputation for poor germination, but you can get lucky. The NIL 1s always interesting reading and is appreciated." 

My tbanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter - all members comments are appreciated 



M&!STZR PINALLY REPLIES TO OUR QUESTION ON N. RT. LAND ACOU1SmON 
Though it took OVCT 3 m o n k  and twa w s t s  to obtnrn the informition sought early this y m ,  I was plasmtly surprised by the 

mmmii Of lnrtd Wived in IWT Funded CommomwaZ1h ContribuiVon~ to Rmme AdiWons under tk National Restme Wcm Fhgmm 
by Riog-hk R@m. State breakdown:- 
Ylctaria 2 164 hectmm $1,336,500. (Average !&77 per ha.) Mainly heath & grassland. 
NSW 73,500 ha for $3,734,74 1 (Avmge $5 1 per 1m.) Mainly Mulga lands, some coastal and tablelands. 
Qld 506,764 ha for $6,595,500 (Av. $l2.S0 per ha) M d y  Cape Ywk, some Brigalow 62 Channel country. 
S. k 216,504 ha for 51,875,060 (Av. $8.70 pa ha.) Mainly Murray Darling & Eyre Peninsula lands. 
WA 2,152,928 ha forjust $3,672,063 (Av. $1.73 per ha.} Mainly Pilbm, Camtwm, Gamyne 64, Murchison districts. 

Overall the h d  quired totalled 2,921,860 ha; cost $17,213,864. A godl start, tbwgh the average cost ofa bbrgain $6 aheetart 
Cjugt a m  # m m e ! )  m l y  cadi that little ford w co~stal habitat was purchased. I ~vodd ventrue a comment that virtually dl sites were 
erld mmbty Im&~old and other than V~ctoria's, very little privately o w a d  SShame that the only RF obtained was at ~ E U  Cape York Peninsula 
and that no W a l  or montane W i s  included. Hopefully this omission will be corrected in the current negotiations for purchase. h4ernbers 
jntmmtal b a copy ofthc fulI list of  67 lacations should lct me know. 

A4w b tb+ mply - it is estimated that 'Bushcate' has protected 132,500 ha of direct revegetatim and mmmt areas, while a similar 
mount has bpm protected tmda the Landcare program ranging in scalc f h n  remnant vegetation in paddwks and rodsides, to large d e  
catchment md riparian lands. 

-~l- ~B-YIWMENT THOUGH - TBB NsW OOVT FURTHER WATERING DOWN WO'l'EmON LAWS 
. . Pmia Can 8nnounced (17.7.200) h19 alrady impaired Native Vegetation Protection Act will be almost useless. Rej$anal 

Cmmiqwn will be further wcakeped and farmera will be aUowod to d e a o y  d l  remnant vegetation commtmitics on their land if they replant 
.bqllitslcni, more konvenient to them' area. Slow jearners the NSW L a h r  ngId - everyone el= how the value of remnant bushland pnd are 

concernssd to paact even smali patches in canetaies, mad m a ,  ' W k  padrlaks', and creek banks, yet here they are, encouraging the liffle 
immhing nrrtive veg w farms to be cleared for little god reasan at all. I undemtocd wool, cattle, grain and sugar prices to be uneconomic to 
gmwm due 30 mqlu goduct, yet fmers will be cncoumged to clear the last of their bush to produce more of the same to add to the 
ovm~tpply and @ m a  pnces e m  further? 

-7 anyone in plitics, or their a d v i m  and bureaucrats get the same dnrm as you and I? So m y  s c i p l ~ c ,  en- aad 
fmnQ journals, radio m e n t  and TV ~temY comtmtly s t m s  thc impmmce of mmmt bushland. Yet it seems Mr. Carr, a previous 
Minister fur the Environment is totally unawme, or else completely ignores t h i s  fact. 
Fostucrlpt, an ABC Background I3richg in April mentioned a Ron &eenhx (wmg name there7) was oonvicted of illegatly clcarhg~ 600ha of 
Cmlibah m t t y  and fined a whole $7,000 which he hadn't both& to pay by April, New InvereIl, l ODha of the m e  and endangered Regent 
130ncyeotefs habitat was illegdly clertrerl on a Sutton family ~rmperty. They m ' t  even takcn to court dtlring the 2 year limit. Exhmely 
wdthy  individusls, and a wcll known pastoral goup are regularly found to k wrying out illegal water use, vegetation clearing and 
mrpprovsd enginwring activities h the Riverina but they igoarc mh f ' n g s ,  and have never been taken to court. M d e  among t h w  
appointsd to pobw thc laws, as would be wcpected, is not high. 

WHAT A C O W T  THE CARR LABOR GOVERNMENT IS TO WRAN'S 1980's FORESTS AWARENESS 
C)oing through some old files, I came across a copy of a letter to Neville Wran in 1982. It commend 'We wish to thank you and 

those of pz mUwgtm who were far sighted enough to realise that the mnahder of our d o r e s t s  that have survived 200 years of white 
settlement ahwdd be kept for current and future generations to use and enjoy. And as habitat for those rmainhg insect and animal species, and 
of d o u s  ~&slm!xd ecosystems that rely on such areas for their survival.. 

Your decision has, to a major extent kept faith with the A.L.Ps policy of concern for, and protection of the natural envhmmt. 
Thmk you for p ~ u  efforts on this issue.. . We would like to assure you that a great number of NSW residents appreciate the decision that has 
brm mchsd." 

Rewching literature as to whnt the W m  go* actually bved' (i.e, not develop or 'improve' on mtum legacy), I referred to a 
W&W9 publicstion WSW WS: Nomination For The World Heritage List - 1987" - its himduction by Bob Carr, the Minister for PLanning & 
E~rviroFlment and Minister for Heritage at the (ime included "AS Mr W m  has said, it may bc well be regarded by hfuture generations as his 
g o v m t s  crowning achievement" 
Ed Will b e  chronicles mrd - ' N. W m  d s d  the importance of reranant M& and moved &I prom this in m t y  while B. Carr 
was mp~nsibIe Cor the dmtrwiion of arid zone woodlands and m y  small remnants oPlocally vital uatuml vegetation 20 years later? 

NO mT-DP W QKOZENSLANDS ]LAM) CLEARING RATE EITEER 
h fa* a leaked reporl indicates b u l l d m  are working overtime - 408,000 ha (that is 4,100 ~q h) of native vegehtion has 

bsn! GI- each ycar between 1997 and 1999, up from an annual 340,000 ha Mween 1995 & 1997. Qld Labor has learned nothing from 
Goss's & k b  in 1995 (7) kcause he ratted on his environmental mdertakings md took a massive electoral defeat. Pmnier Beattie claima he . . ULPY comwsate farmers unless the Cmmonwealth gives him $103 mi1lron 10 pass on. He can, though, h d  a tidv sum of %280 to 
rxpwd Brisbane's h u g  Park stadium An interesting set olpriarities, it could be argued. 

hnyrwy the c m t  rate of clearing is claimed to be destroying 230,000 trees every day. Times 365 equals 84 million trees plus aa 
i n h b l c  number of other pIants. Suppose I0 trec.s plus associaterl vegetation sqqmrt just 1 bird and 1 reptile. Looks like up to 10 d o n  
of atch ss: kilEed in Qld every year. Plus heaps of other biadiversity. Well done Peter Beattie, well done the companies, who, in the nutin are 
Smding this assault - what are you going to do for an encore? Giving elmtors a weekly tally of the carcnsses would be a good start. 

f understand lhat growing numbers of lalwr supporters are dismayed that Mr. Benttie has ignored his e n m e n t a l  pmmiaes and 
mmwnbl to tlueets from the patk h e r s  g m p  Agfom of s 'bacldash'. Another case of a labor politician pepred to alienate hrs core 
snpportfl to by nnd win votes from the major abusen - often big business and cotton growers - who would never ever vote for 'them socialists' 
even if ti-& rcry mvivat depended on it. 

The Bra mh rep at^ Statc of the emhmmmt Queensland 1 999' has been published; sMrmaries cwrt $9.95, the oomplett rejmt is 
$34.95. The brief review I read "it is a comprehensive publimition covering the amosphm, the land, inland and coastal waters, biodiversity" 
etc *'The repart is well pmm-kd, makm it easy to lacate various pieces of information, and there is n g m m  use of colour photos." "One of 
the mt m d m g n d  ecoqskmtq in Qld is the blue g~asslmds of the Darling Downs." The law states that these State of the Envhment 
Reponr mast be compiled every 4 yms. Pity U~ere was not tt 1995 record to compare this one against, 

If anyone hns access ta the docwnent (through libraries etc.) hey may m e  lo send a summ~cry of it for a later NL. 



PERHAPS TEE LATEST DISCLOSED POLITICAL DONATIONS HAVE INFLUENCED THE ABOVE ACTIVITIES 
In the t h e  years 96 - '98 &. cornpuies gave $29 million to poli t id parties, 64% to L i h d ,  23% to Labor. Public companies only 

p v e  1 5 % ~  the ALP, th& lobby p u p s  gave $1 1 million to Libs and $9 mjlljun lo Labor. Biggest &Is were from Wespac & Village 
lW&how with over a million rlo-, Santos, Westem Mining and Coles Myer, Lend Lease & Amcor around 314 million, while HIH Insurance, 
National Bank & Baral nearly a helfmillioa each.' Easy come, easy go - it's your money anyway, shareholders and consumers; so you must all 
q p v e  of such t a f p e .  lids 9 vay d tbolrsh, tbe vlrorld now knows that those particular companies paid money to the pollies, what is 
not widcly known is th myhd d smelk gmqn and individuals who donate to, or even bribe the decision makers to make comrpt mlmgs. 

BACK TO LAlYb C ? I I C m  - A W  90I3ETY LTD. IS QUEENSLANDS BIGGEST DESTROYER BY FAR 
That Eimdd g h t  bar k hml with pgmitr to bulldoze 100,004 hectares through subsidmy Stanbroke Pastoral, though we 

should be gmtcfd t b t  tha AMF hmkb ib cleariog practires w envimmmMly sound. They of course also insist that their overpaid useless 
inwmpaent mpwW mm m - t b t  mrih e l d m  and plq holders tens of millions of dollars;and tsking over h h g  
mpanjw for n d i c ~ b  mmnb is c m m m c k d y  rormd 

AMP wss tb cmpmy M tba Wbth Anst. 90 Mile Desat and adjoining Victorian Big Desert (fbm about The 
Coaroqg to Ouym - Il-qxWm), *~mc XWlO rarpar d m  appmc in total in the 1950's and 60's.. They "enrolled a number of young men as 
patcntirIE A t l a .  nrcst m in t f r  vnnow qsaa- ofland developmatf includmg logging, bumin& ploughing, fencing and 
ding.... Tnc o w ~ r r 3  b beea @ she )and to ilra *e of a m b l y  conwIidaterl pasture, to subdivide it into individual h o l w ,  
to d Cllces, to m ? e  mtm Wtb, b daX M ULda the -, the Society bas assisted settlers with mortgage finanoe to procure 
their farmr, sad wm'rk~ capital in t& pm" mhfdl was 1T to 22" p.a at that time (The Auslralian Encyclopaadia 1%3). - My JW m P W M a H and dnanciet on a massive scale. Few people have thrived on that mmghnl camtry. 
Today AMP is atilt in tbc mrm g m a ,  rren t h g h  fmd dm bere learned that those old sehemes are merely a short term gain, totally 
um&thr~bk-. p l m  Mr, m #bzn AMP m u b d l y  @a thc rights over our remaining &o-. 

THE m R T t V C R  -G SLX)IIA AM) FAUNA ON YOUR PROPERTY OR NEARBY RESERVE 
I)sH J3tq w m  dn prcinwr m o m  d rdting up your own database. Obviously not rquiring a computer, but recording 

-by tk mslbod moat to pp EL writes "I have been struck by the importance of old record; in some of our current 
thinLfrrP of abaut x&n: lmm hpml to Use fkra exl frmna ova the past 200 years. Much of our knowledge prior to 1900 was baeed on letter 
anb diarieo of* end explarar. E m  when NPWS were thmhng of returning Lake Innes to hshwatcr, the main 
X m t h a a w h n t i t  ~.wprcvhdycmrw B a n t b r d k y d a  local resident. 

&sm+&m k limited @ tiYle * &Id .nark, m a survey of a plant/ animal mmmuuity will identify the most wmmon species 
md miw many of thr alben. Th Bird A h  plcpct h good, hause it will provide a large data& which could be used by many -hers 
for a wi& ranged ddk I berr ti&, &tidy,  tbst landawacrs may similarly be able to contribute valuable information for resear& 
baawe w be= ttm ~3- cna panade of tinr. Emmph - the first appertrancx of new weedd pests; changes in floral fauna associations; 
flower@ ofRF betq acmmxu drare BnifMMrr tx pbUYdc. On our property we haw sighted Quolls 3 times in 15 years, so a researcher 
doim a one & steee3. hem have tibart 1 ebrnPc m 260 af fmdmg Quolls, but -.%e can tell them that Quolld do occur. It is the rare 
obs&@iom witSt2t.q b f- and tbd m have an advantage. 

Sewzd mm h axand b nr. W d y ,  do hrdmmm want to mehe the informlion public? This is a valid concern; Geoff 
WWnm pointad aat b W tbat mum d g  ~ p n  the l k a t m c  for new species of insects then go to the published type location to 
catch cme. (Ed Bird trsppas dm.) WPWT is carchi to dslctc locations of thatad species hm their management plans ifthey go to the 
public, and tbey mtm popk  wbD tbsk detaber. I don't think that would diswurage a demmhed wllector. My own view (intuitive, 
subject to change) i a  that j,.l tbr hq nm tbr Dw and hum will have a better chance ifwe make information widely available and cope with 
problem$ if they h. 

Seudy,  n b t  Ram M l& &#& tb? A same to me that floral fauna smwy methods are contirmally c h g h g  and there is a 
risk in using specielired mthh fcx &nm.p. the lavlts my loee value further dorm the h c k .  However, basic informetion, such as a simple 
list of what ia there, wit1 be *el&& and (b good wino?) it should i m p v e  with age. Any further information should add value - 1 
doubt that many Irmdownm ararld bavs 'th tim u idhtirn fa prodwing myhq more than a besic list anyway. 

M y  i n i t d  t . :wbb  (rhim?) mrr to by md get o m m h  of ownas intcrmhd in building up a dabbaw on their own propffttea, 
thfirt ml$ ke s?iaEed m c WL (a a 6 H ) .  I t h@d t)rat d m g  the CfFort to cumpile a simple tist would cncoump p p l e  to lmk 
more m f b l l y  at vdmt IM hk-aod n q  dnda& in- Iba f b i k  ghidy of* own propatie. Fmch of us hm limited q m t f e o  and I 
have ban inspired bp. the w t y  pu tianr a u x t q e d  h d y  p u p s  to visit your propaty 'Bmyow' and thus expand your W e n w ,  I have Mt 
that the procc33 d d  b wtf-gmmthg 10 mm -l and prwide a motivation to prbps  spcc iah  in some a~ (e.g. f a ,  lam pund 
covers, vlnes ck} .so llWt & bdp cach @her. 

M e ; y b e I j l r t D s e d - ~ ~ ~ b c c l v w I b s d b a i a ~ i a ~ d p I a n t i n g R P p l a n t s a t h o m e ( t h e n s P p a l ~ o f l ( p  
species is ~ e m m l l y  mnzh mors than mu pkmtings bsve been - except fur a d  the how). I intend to clewtop a &@&am fpr our 
placedwrbanitittoPIPJFI",hinclusionintheirqmdzeuxcb. Haven7 mtide much progress y d ,  b e a m  it hsR f b d  aw to l& 
d y  at my idmtificntior~s dplants tbere, in my m i a g  a herbarium of specimens. But it w c x d m  to 80 
throw our diaries, s~nrpn of papa, mLa .nibbled in dc to get together the stattjng point Far a list It was timc c a m k g  too, which t4 
why 1 thought a -a fmmat my be Mgbl Tor else htmmtd in doing something s d a r .  A list pinned to the wall over tho kitcheq 
sink allows myom to UFiet dqm any ncrv or &zm& sipPbags the same day with littlc efFarl, md them the infonnatim 18 all thm tcpthor 
for letm we. 

My p h t f s ~ i t ~ b e ~ f a p p l e t o ~ p l w - t m d a n i m a l l i f e o n ~ & l a n ~ a a d s p e d a l  w r m ~  evo~tscto 
affecting thew. TMB motirntta ur to search mme k u g h l y  (and -fly) as well as ~~ a more rigorow approach to ihtiftc&orr 
(which la turn helps as h ma* about mu h d f m ) .  The d t i n g  information couId also provide valuable data fur research. It would ba 
the individdo choice to & & the for his own use: share it with like-minded people; make it available for research (such as 
NPWS data&), or mm &e it pbl ic  (a& a d ~ e  inmet). RBcords could be kept as a simple list on paper (with minimum effort) ar, at the 
other mtremc as rr cmrprtcr with as much additional defsllns you like. 

The thrng is that it &add bg kept eetber in one set place, be easily accessible so that additions can be made whentva 
metKing new or rntertrrtlng is reen (ie at the end of the walk, before we remove the leeches or sit down to a drink and forget what it waa)ln 
Ed. We set h u t  a comptehensivu limt, with pen and ink, as soon as we came to "Booyong'; it being such a novel cxpcrieaot to live in a 

civilised manner aney k n  the rat-- and e w  close to nature. Those records were an important factor in our applicatim to became a 
Wildlife Refuge and tben to q&r into a Vohmkuy C o m a t i o n  Agmmmt; we obviously possess a special part of Oz and are both humble and 
proud to have rcspwib&ty for its ste-p for a time. Would other readers m e  to comment on this topic? 



PROTECTION OF ROADSIDE REMNANT VEGETATION LEFT TO THE VAGARIES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Many Councils consider trees and shrubs a nuisance, or even dangerous ifthey border a roadway and clear them mt~tinely. In my area 

t h y  &dike grass near the bitumen iw much, they poison it on a regular Wis. The chemicals of wtirse are washed into the stream and all 
you people on town water drink some of the residue, Not a really intellrgmt choice if you think about it. 

However W o l l d l y  Shirt Council south of Sydney actually has a pmn in the position of %&side Rmzwe Strategy OfBca'. 
Brian Timmis sent a copy of the Shires N L  Bush Telegraph1 Jan 2000 issue ihat described thc winning of the national award for Innovation far 
its Roadside Reserve Stmtegy. m e  roadside environment is important because it is used and seen by almost everyone. Acwrding to the RTA 
Ggures, the total area of public roads in NSW IS equivaIcnP to the totd a m  of all our atate National Parks. We took the vlew that the roRdside 
en-t reflects a saapshot of what the land uscd to lwk like ... And to ensure Ihe environment flourish-, enginem and works M a f e  al l  
now trained in tehniqum to protect vegetation d m g  routine roadside maintimr~ce." Well done. WoUondilly ! 

PLANTATION FORESTRY MAY NOT BE THE IDEAL SOLDTION TO LOGGING NATIVE FORESTS 
A number of tax effective schemes have been offered to wealthy people to invest in overpriced units (usually of one hectare in area - 

though you can hnm ets m y  as you wish). A prospectus that I obtained h r n  the Tasmanian group Gums Ltd (woodchip and timber group) 
which otTm the opportunity to lease a h e  of d i n g  trees for $4,750 plus annual maintenance and rent wsts of $220, increasing yearly 
with infl8tion. The options are Radiata Pines or Blue Guml S- Gum, to be harvested m 25 years (Pine) or 20 yt%rs (Ems.) though some 
return wDuld be received in the interim h m  low value thi.nnln9n A good eventunt return is forecast by the managers. 

Houwa, they shwa that top quality, arable, fertile land is needed to gmw these trees. Essential criteria include - Mild climate with 
udtkgm annual rahtXl of 900 mm. minimum.'; 'Fertile, welldrahed, gradational soils derived kom pmt i c ,  bawltic or sedimentmy bdmcP, 
Minimum dqth of soil to an impermeable layer of 600 mm'; Zand slope of no gmtm than 35%'; Altiludc of less than 450 metrcs above sw 
level' and 'regulm urre of Glypbosate typc 'knockdown' herbicides, or a biological conml substance fiwn the air, or fungicides as r c q W .  

A lctter fi-om the Hon. Wilson Tuckey (Minister for Fo- & C o m a t l o n )  to thc Oz F m c i a l  Review on 16.6.00 concluded with 
Tmsphmbasad plantation fomty has nlade a major conhbution to the national plantations strategy with significant ecwomic, 
ez1vimmmtal and social benefits. " Economc benefits yes, but just to thm high wealth individuals desperately needing tax breaks. 
Earironmental benefits? well only if it is necessary to set aside prime agricultural productive land far long term and low value pmduct, and 
fprcing dajr and basic fd suppliers to move to f a  distant fmm mmkets and marghal land (as in mid inland QId, or to get that m a p  
w t i d  muct ion  by clearing tiny pockets of NSW remnant vegebtion). Socld benefits? Not a ioi there either if you arc aware of regular 
complmts that d l  t o m  nre d y q  -use fann fnrmlies arc being steadily reduced in number, their propa2ies ch~lnged froin intensive 
agncultwd pxoductron to forestry which supports only occasional or c w d  employment, forcing residents to move away to obtain other work. 

lWNBTER TURCKEY AISO BELIEVES THAT YOU DON'T NEED OLD GROWTH TREES FOR WILDLIFE 
On a Zate Night Live' programme m salinity 25.5.00 the great man said somethmg along the lines - You don't need old trees -just 

attach nesting boxes to r e p w h  and thnt is sufficient 

MOVES AFOOT TO INTRODUCE MANDATORY SENTENCING TO GREENE PROTESTERS 
Despite our govwment appewing to be in real big trouble over its approval of the senknchg, for example of a black man who stole a 

towel h a line to a years gaol, and a (as it turned out) death sdmce for an a&@ kid who broke into a store and took a few d o h  
value of stationery, it has floated the idea of puttq away for varying times, those of us who so object to the ever-in- destruction, 
'mstahble' or otherwise, of our environment who protest a @ h t  such stupidity, costing exploiters time and money. There were even 
~uggestiona b t  aflmdm be refused bail md kept in catptivity until the actual W, this did ha- to a large number of pmplc who protested 
against Jabiluka uranium m e ,  This is totally a b h m t  to fair-rmnded people. That's the sort of thiqp we expect of Indanesla OX Zimbabwe but 
then we do live in in 'economic' democracy now, so muqt k kept in our place. prison. 

'U)EIG!XUM NATIVE TUBESTOCX' SEEMS TO BE THE WAY TO GO IN LAND m I L l T - \ T I O N  
, :  Thls to us, was without doubt the most intcmthg aspect of the Tocal Field Day of all the exhibits and topics available. The method 
was deoised by Bill Hicks, the founding chairman of NSW SGAP, obviously a bloke with long expmience with our plants. Bill became 
canterned at the takeover of many stream banks by willows, and then saw that a lot of native planikgs on river bh and floodways were 
ripped out by flwdwaterI ar carrial away when sail was aoded by strong currmk He reasoned that the SUM of willow species was their 
ability to qmut roots along the whole stem whether it luxl been burred in silt or sand, or by d e l i h t e  pImting of pieces of stem and that 
netives should lx able to do the m e .  Ma 8 yenrs of ~ C T S ~ S ~ Z I I ~  research and hard work, his long & p w h g  plants' - longstem native tuktodt - 
r q m m t  one of the most inaovativc developments of stmmbnnk stabilisation yet seen. 

He spoke of his m e t h a ,  showed a brief video of €he technique, and displayed a wide variety of planta hc &rows for this work, Bum, 
CaPrroriM, Callistmnon di Melaleuma, Tristmia, Waterhousia Acacia etc. I-Ie bns s u ~ f i t l l y  cultivated and test4 27 species in field trials. 
Most species which occur naturally along streams are considered suitable for longstem' development due to their tolerance to & a t  build-up 
around the stem. 

All plants are grown in 2" square tubes by 5" deep and have welldeveloped, non distorting mot systems even though they are a p x  a 
metre tall when ready to plant! Key factors in their growth are: 100% organic mix to m x h i s e  moisture retcation and adequate area fm root 
development; addition of iron and a specific slow release trace element campound in the pot3.q mix; regular routine of f d s a  application; 
heavy mtering, especially in the early stages of growth; maximum exposure to light and weather to promote hardiness; above ground storage of 
tubes for air pruning of roots. The displayed plants were tall but looked good with mature bark, not as one would expect in tube stock; were 
about 12 - 18 months old and ready to plant out. In the field, they are planted into deep holes 'dug' with a water lance with the stem almost 
totally buried, perhaps just 10 to 15 cm of the tip above soil level; the main factor is to completely fill the hole to ensure no air pockets reniain 
by the stem. It seems tllat brrried stems generate mot growth from each leaf node so they quickly become well established, dfer less 
competitim h wed?, as well af l a s t  the l o w  root systems are in a cmIer mil layer and g m d l y  deep enough to a w m s  subsoil m ~ ~ .  

Bill's work is supported by Dept Land and Water conservation, Hunter Catchment Management Trust and Nahlral Heritage Trust. He 
is happy to talk to nnybady about his work, I have his phone no. also some brochures giving a bit more &tail than I have written for those 
interested in using his methods. 

I discussed longstems with Kim Gollan (Dmgo Creek RF Nursery), wondering if it may work with RF regeneration away h m  stream 
banks. .She said they are effective in such situations but instead of having dark, maybe flakv mature l o o m  bark d in BBil ideal plants, Kim 
recommends using spt?cies, or plants that have live-loow smooth bark so it seans that either fast-grow11 plants, or species such as the laurels, 
olives, Myrtaceae and Sapindaceae should be considered. I'm tryrng some of these in our cment project of regenerating our Kiwi fhit paddock - I hope to report on this activity in a later N L  if there is space. 



UPDATE ON PAUL BRADY'S WEST PENNANT HIUS (SYDNEY) PLANTINGS 
'It is always a pleasure to get the N/L, I wsh I could be more achve in regard to rainforests, mdeed native plants in general. However 

I am m the middle sf a Ph D m vocational educahon and don't find too much extra tune. 
This year marks a decade since I s i m t d  planting on my pqmty. With bvo very good years of rain, I feel 1 have gme M u d  the 

estabhhmt perid into consoLid8tion. I nm m i n l y  rit the point ~ v h m  it is difficult to think of extra plmtings apart from the odd spot. In 
this re@ I am keen to get hold of an Alloxylon for my front garden. I can see myself talung more interest in orchids as time goes on. 

With a d d e  behind me, it might be usefd to indicate those trees and shrubs (outside of the nonnally occurring 0;L vegetation - both 
mtud a d  bird etc. rlistributad) that have pformed extremely well in my location (i.e. heavy soil, sloping block to a creek with top storey of 
E u c a w  suNgla, Sydny Blue gum and undcrstotey of Glachidion, Piffosponun d u h t m ,  Clerodend~~)n tomentasum, etc. 

Thm W U A E ~ W K I  ingm, A. smithii, A ~ d i s  m b ~ ,  A m y c h i o  &h&iolh, A iscnyn ,wbcinma, AIphitmiu excefsa, 
hmfophmlr o l d m 6  ( d m ?  saem to set bi t ) ,  A . ' s 5 1 m i r m d .  Dm* cirn'dom, B. aeiadoplio~q Bwckingi~mf~ cefsissimu, 
CoIIicurpcr pdmcwi~ta, Cas.~ine awtmlia (flowers but docli sd fruit), Ch- alphmdi, Cemtapsralum aptalum, Ctyptontria 
lamigato, Llalarhrm nrleEtamn (flowers but no fruit), Di$ogl~rr awtmlis, D. campbelli, Dysarylum fLaserianrun. Ehmtia acumininata, 
Illosocntpu~ gmdis {my tdlcst planted tree), E m m w m p g ~ ~  aI~itmiad01,~iPadio ellegam, Flindm'a austmlis, finospadix monostachpa 
( h ' t  & fruit), IAvixkma olrstmlis, L. decipim, Matt& discdw, Pervlarrth crmlnghmii,  Pismio umbolifem, P o d o c a ~ #  slotus, 
IUlodoqhum r h o d u n k  (second quickest prowm), Sj.t'g~vm om, S. awsble, 3. m i s i i  (sharing third p I m  with Watehousfaj70n'bundo as 
a s t r m  ~TOWC~),  S, lmhnronnii, S. oleapun~. S. poniculntum. S. mami, T- imiprda, T o m  ~ ~ ~ ~ t n a l i s ,  IVut~rh0~~iaj70ribunda. 

Many people ncwpper for covenng 9011 hcfbm k i i ~ h l q .  I b e  h m d  another use - given I have a sloping block I am using 
&ds of papaqag tatchmeat for min. A prob~cm with ~a h t  r ~ t a d ~ ,  d.evto water iimn drip systems w a dry -11 flows o r  
without p c t r a t h ~ g  the mil. By mating smntl w l l r  or pr~pt:rs in e ~bategic way, wicr can tx channelloj to plants and lleld ~ u ~ c i e n t l y  long to 
be either absorbed by thc ncarspapm or by the soil. Plants n1.w mefit fmm dme mulching effects of the paper. This is an excellent way of 
cYtnbEiahing small plants. Umotcly of course, the paper rots away but by that stage such plants will have been well established. 

I have taken note of the issues about membership of SGAP. I must admit I let my membership lapse some years ago whilst ovmws 
and didn't get mound to renewing. In so far as RFSG is supported by SGAP, I can see merit in mernhers belonging to the Society. For my part I 
have rejoined, although because of time constraints I will not join a local branch. Once I get beyond my degree I will have a lot more time to do 
all these thugs - this will be my last great effort before my W t  in 10 years." 

GARRY DALY TELZS OF HIS ACTIVITIES DURING PAST AUT[TMN 
*Planted @ advanced Waterhouszafloribunda Euodia e l l e m ,  Dolyanther excelsa, Pittasponun undulatum var badjaensis, 

C ~ ~ ~ t m r $ u  plwmqmsu, &dimdm polmersronii. Olea prmiculata, Meharidem queenslandica, S 'g ium canicortex, Dysaxylum 
goudfmucl~a, Ffindemb bmy/eyana, Apdes bmchysf~ii~. Some of these came from Shoalhaven City Council nursery, this was closing down 
md stmk wns mId orchqlty. I lmvc rc%e~tIy purchased some more rarc species fmm Burringbar nursery, I I d  that they have a wide range of 
plants rind tl1& stoclr is of high qunlity. Plnnts we in t liw &gs nnd have established root systems. I will pot them on and hopefully some will . 
bc large m u g h  to plmt out next autumn E nlsa W d  l i b  to grow same Angaphorn costata from 4eed from the isolated (and unusual 
distribution) population near N m m .  The rom is excellait, wit11 the red and blue colours of the bark being more intense than the Sydney 
form and vowing with a much h g h t e r  bole. - .  

I praise the Val- of T m  axpm yet again T h i s  year t h e  are up to 4 ~ m w n  (=uckwdo~e~ feeding in front of my ofice and 
occasional W h i t e - h e  p i g m .  Of course, Lewins Hmepitm are ~ ~ ~ t i n u a f l y  feeding on the fruits. 

MtKe of my specimens have flowered for the first time - a Syngrum sp. planted in 1992 md Jagempserrdorhus firom the late 1980's 
among them. What is obvious is the need to keep BCCUE& notes on what is planted, and where, each year. By being systematic we can tind out 
what can grow in Mmt regions and how long it m y  rake before a species Ilowus. 1 find it interesting when 1 peruse D. Jonm book 
'Qmamenkl Wored Plants1. most of Ule mbfropic gntt many tropic speciw grow quite weU in temperate (and frost be) N o w .  I have 
noti& UIA~ flie-re IS nn incrmshg amount of Lantana &iings'm our plsce - many nppearing in arm where they werc absent ten years ago. 

\ ,  
Participatd in the 5th acy-headed Flying Fox &t on 8th April (brganised byPeggl Eby ph 029387 6134); other members may like 

to participte in fum prs .  These mammals are i r n p o r t a n t p ~  of Mytwecm trees (particularly Red Bloodwood and Spotted Gum) 
and dispmm-i o f  RF & ptvtienlllrly Pigs. 

My book 7 h w f e n d  Faurn of rhe S h w h s l  -&leased f: was pltxsed to see it f d l y  finiahed - it is available from the 
NPtWS for $15 and has m y  good colour images of the beasts and concise c~nrt lents pn the fawn 0 t h ~ ~  NSW regions rrre now considering 
similar pmductions. 

A Commission of Fssuuy into a proposed 837 lot subdivision near ~ a v i s  Bay has found the area to be unsuitable for development 
b w u e  t l ~ e  ecmamic aod goeial h d ~ t s  were d m 4  OF 1 9 s  i qmhnce  than potentid water pollution irrto LakE WollumbooIa and related 
fama BL fIm habitat impacts. This sets n precedmt f& NSW - lnnd h m e d  from nun! to u r b  by Councils (and given the green light by 
13UAP) no 1m3m am ke givcn ~ s m m c e  o f  development., 

AI-\iise, ththouph 1 sbmngly wlpporC the nrg&oa and' o f h  give telks to the local p u p ,  I have much more interest in RF and 
ecology and will m n h t l e  to q p r t  RFSG as the newsletters cova potitical, economic and mlogcnl matters that me very interesting md 
important." 

JUDITH BRASS SAYS HER IPSFYICH AREA ~ BEEN VERY DRY 
Summer and antnmn were very harsh ou the plano and at the time of writing, tbae is no indication of rain. Some of the RF 

specimens look vmy stmsd as fhe soil here is sandy and gmerally shallow - often less than 30 cm over .sandstom, sometimes clay. Though 
I've mtenn@I the fan% evay dny, some ccmtinue to die brick. 

Rmm€ly k q h t  2 Crrmrligo sp, (Weevil lily)f@ $2 tach %e &la tbbughi they were C m s  Palms1 I am weiting for rain to plant 
them out alsu to a c q l  lrAerlt Goadby% offer of m c  fctas to trid  IS isective pound cover. The dry seems to have prevented much fruiting 
this year thou@~B~lp~mnffa laurina is fruiting 1teaviIy and I ma)r hc able to somc to our wed lxmk 

On rhe sul-jmt of Web Sites, the Nntioml Plant Photographic Index at www.anbg.gpv.anlimage3photo is worth a visit. It contains 
photos of many nstlve plants includmg RF The listing 1s by family. 

I was inbxeskd in your reading of the 'h4anagmg Our Natural Resources' discussion paper. Economic and Social issues need to be 
considered but the cumnt trend seems to be to consider tmnomics to be the three most important issues, social issues fourth and environment a 
very distant fifth. Earnomic and social issues priontes n u t  change to protect the cnvironmmt Economic policies should be based on low 
cmmmption; saving to pass on to followmg generabons rather than borrowing and leaving our descendants nothing but debt. Social s t r u m s  
should encourage small families, canng and shanng rather than the current 'I, ME, MINE' culture " 



REPTILE OF THE MONTH - TBE STEPEENS BANDED SNAKE HoplocepkcllrrPstephensi 
Ted Teutsch mentimed seckinE. 2 of thme near Dungog. Pd set aside a write up on this species in an of BPsh Telegraph' to 

iacluda in a Nd and this is obvimly the time. I ex@ they should be hen? nt 13ooywg'; thm is suitable habitat to mppt &em. R-h at 
Whim Whian SF whm 16 specimens wbch had tiny ttansmilters surgically implanted werc mutincly backed with a special radio mivm. 
Thwglt rm endangexed species in NSW and Qld, little was bow11 of lhcir habits betore this ra~earch wos undmhken. It is now h o r n  that they 
require large hollow-bearing WJ as shelter sitm, and climb to lofty pos~tions within for& canopy where thcy my remain for long periods. 
G c n d y  the oldest t m s  within a forest are chom for shelter thouph they m e t i m e s  forage in dense viaey clump of foliage. 

Species of d l  mammals, and buds are common prey, they are taken either in trees or on the ground. While wnkea monit6.red in RF 
m l y  spent time w the ground, makes in Euc. Sorest dcscendcd at night to hunt in dense sedge vegetation, sometimes mnining there for days. 
YOU&& makes mainly feed on lizards. 

' Although venomous, they are shy and retiring m i n d s  which prefer to hide in the darkest hollows. Due to their timidity they are 
renly abeu, so may bc more m m  than has been thought A small side, 50cm total length, generally bmwnish above and usually with a 
series of irregular mss ban& with a black head, brown crown aad a brown or rream patch on either side of the neck Lips are band  with 
b h k  and cream. Didbution h m  Gosford in NSW to southm Qld. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM NSW NP&WS ANNUAL REPORT 
As at June 1999.5,032,553 h m  were m e d  under the aeL, mpmmting 6.28% of the h d  area of NSW. During the year, I 19 

mw parlce and m w  w r e  mated Pnth 479,000 ha involved. Mwy of the new areus resulted from negotiations concerning Ule eastern NSW 
forrata, 8s park of the devclopmmt of a comprehensive forest reserve network. 

New parks ofpartrcular interest to otu Group inclt~de - Jagun N.R. (1 00 ha) neat Valla Bmh prrrtects LRF, moist HUE foreat and 
3mhia stands on the fotedune with habitats of Oyster Creek. Tavarri N.P. (2505 ha) is put of the spectacular Liverpool Range, near 
Mumuundi having habitats from hl&-nItitude tussock grasslands to STRF at the westem margin of its range. 

Not all areas class& Wdernegs' sre -4. Presently NSW bas 2 million odd ha - 2.5% ofthe Innd arm identified as wildmess, 
obviously meaning that this is all that has not been dtered by European mupation over 200 ).ears. However, another approx. 2% has lmn 
mmimted for consideration of inclusion in this category. 

Included in the appdicm is a dewled listing of NPWS managed Ian& - names and area - ~ ~ v e r i n g  the different clasaifrmtions but 
th& specific locations, should you wish to vlsit a particular reserve are not shown There are around 600 different areas making up the estate. 

OUR ABC IS FAST LOSING POPULARITY WlTH SOME RFSG PEOPLE 
The standards of my famurite broadcaster have redly takcn a pun& over recent times. JEQ Sked was ~onoyed to find all eight of 

ba BtmJg Nut mip listed in ha "Go Native - Wild F m i  CmkbooP. published by Pine Rivers B n c h  SGAP had been copied, word for wwd 
on an ARC website. Jan, was even more upset to read Copyright 1987 Aus.tral~an Bmadmsthg Corporation'. Nowhme was there a mentian of 

, her book, its publishers a anthorn of the recipes. Despite wntiag to the etation concerned (Sydney's 2BL) and d f m g  the website pomting 
out that they had b c h e d  m g h t  and asking them to remove her proply from their site, she Imd not received an acknowledgement after 2 
weeks, and the recipes were d l  f e a d .  

My big beef is the low standmi of far too m y  radio mormcers ( q m i d l y  on Ym l d  ABC') who are 
mbIe to string a senterm, e v a  a phrase together without the ubiquitous 'ah' or somclimes 'en' constantly recurhg. OK, l'm not flash at 
public q d m g  but my profession isn't in municatioaq and 1 don't often speak to the masses. Surely p p l e  in the media rnwt be able to 
cmmmicate. After 811, employers nre compelled to spend small fortunes on Mtrain ing;  I wonder wltere the ABC sets its emplayee 

And yes, I all t ~ o  often gel side-tracked from the topic m question by comparing h e ' s  ah nunhers to Batemans em, and later with 
Clarks uh words. So 1 o h  switch off in hutration, pssibIy missing out an something of interest. And then there is the inordinate time 
devoted to news and analysis of irrelevant topics (to Oz citizens) like overseas violence, p c e  negotiations, human disristers if they bave @ 
TV footage etc, yet we are not told of happenings here that have a great effect on our present perhaps persod sibtation, or of mattera of 
significance to our future. 

FIJI'S FORESTS LOOK PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE NOW 
Our jovial Gewge Speight seemed to have bea set on his new found weer af thuggery and tcrmism through the daaial of his faded 

nttumpt to get the Tvlabogany mnimcf which I gather was tile rights to exploit the natiom d g  W. Many acquaintances were shocked to 
hem early repom that he was an Australian citizen - meiy he doesn't look Austdian, d m ' t  sotmd like one and certainly does not act like m 
W e .  ~ e r h a ~ s  we should bc a little more selective on who we am@ as residents. Fiji is now probably ungovmable and with its economy in 
ruins, dl it ba left me its remnaat f-, fishing and n couple of gold mines. fd bet the trees and fish will be gone very saon and M atso 
&ether that resulting instability in the region will be to our own detrhmt. 

AWARDS TO NEWSLETTER EDITOR COMING THICK AND FAST 
The best was winning Ihe 'GeeIong Cyclops Award'. I thought is it a dinky (had we of those years ago) or a thre whelm bike I 

aEways wantall Hang on I thought, Cyclops no longer makes thing in Ot nor does myone else; we arc merely impwters of manuftictwd 
goods. Then the p l y  dropped - it IWE 'the one q e d  viewpoint medal' - an accompanying ci t~i im read "If your football support is like ptir 
mmemtion a d m c y ,  any club would be willing to give you The Cyclops Award". Thank you one and all, there w a  a big field against me - 
Morgan of WMC, Anderson at BKF, Boral, NvIP evwy p&evelopment at any cost pohtician, k s  Hooker (GRHS) and a million others and I 
hat 'enl dl om Thank you for that GeofFrcy, tl~e Fye' shares pride of place on the wall with that fust awnrd to me of The Great Rig Wooden 
Spoon for w8bam's Greatest Stirrer. 

E m  APS South Aust - the Hot Seat Medallion: "By the way, I enjoy the FEE that is in your nmmlettersl" 
APS Victoria's gong to our dim The Old Diggers Prizet was worded ...'&I w a y  enjoy this group's Netvsietta where a spade is called a spade' 

(Ed. Always go& to h o w  that one's efforts am at least read by some people, and arc 1-y of ~ m t  Be a dull old world if everything was 
deadly s&Tioust 
BUT I OFTP,,N WORRY THAT MUCH OF MY 'NEWS' IS NOT WHAT MANY PEOPLE WANT TO HEAR 

Beryl looks at, What 1 write and oAen mys WcIl I I m ,  haven't you got anything positive to incIude7" You must ell that I 
da pt very upset and concerned about what is  liappemng to our own hnb~tat and the enviranment. Other than to put in suhnissim a matters I 
fed aft important, md wa* my effort in ~cca~ionally writing k~ a politician I feel all I can do is to tell others of the dangers, and hope tbat 
somehow, somebdy will ensure that thinas bc put to ngl~t, That is my optimistic attitude at least. 

However I am seriously considering including only comment, news and views from subscribers and just my awn -aces with 
gmwing and observing in future. I don't really know what to do. 
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