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BOOKS 

19135 saw t.he Croi~p' s nnr~rher:: swel 1 to 97,wi 1.11 n l  L 
the mainland sta'es represented,plus some members 
from very much further afield. 
Whilst the Group as an entity has been fairly 
slothfu1,we all individually seem to be extremely 
active insofar :IS pcopa~ation,cultivation,seed 
collect in^ and conservation a.re conccrnn~l.'l'h~rt?re j.s 
:>.]so a bro;ld ranm of individiml int~res1.s wi t.hin 
the f;roup whirti is a very ti~alt.h:/ nil:r~.'l'h~nc! 
j r~inros t.s ranp;:.p fro111 larirl reha.l~i l i tat i on, rai rrl'i~roni. 
rl!(:eneral.ion and bushland rn:tnn[:err~rnt. thrnr~rli Lo [.he 
hortj cul lurnl devrloprn~rrt of our I I ~  Live rai lrl'nrcnt 
trrcr; 2nd nllrirl~s for irrlr;~n l:trld::r?p~ llr;e.:l rrr!llrnon 
Lhronri wotrltl npl~ear 1.0 L I ~  our concert1 f o r  w i r:c 
sl.ownrrl~hi]l of land, wnI,cr., sni l : ~ r ~ r l  vc(?el.al. i nrr. 

J 1 pant? !:er~ll :nnt.erial for incli~siorl in r o r  t.hor?n~irl~ 
newsletters. 
'['he Ifainforest titudy Crou11 is vep wjde1.v ilisperri- 
rd , bot.h ,~f~o~ra.phical I y :arirl in tc~ms of thr i rl t.er- 
f?sLs ol' indjvidu:~.l me~nt)crs. 

'['he !lewsletter therefore is ideally suited 1.0 
heconling a forum for exchange - of ideas, i nl'or~n- 
ation,contad;s - and n means of cornm~rnical.j nl:. our 
ill l.r:r,,r,l.:: :~rirl pxper iencv:: 1.0 ol.hl>r (:eo(:r:i 11h i i::~l l y 
renrote members. 

Ideally the Newr;letl.er will contain a rninimllm of 
:1,78n i ~ i i  ? I  riv i: ~  and w il 1 t ~ f ,  : L ~ I  P I,<< cnn(:~~rrl.i-:r 1.1. OII 

I.hc i.?sllns 8.1 II:LII~ - r~r(i[):i(';aLion,c~~L 1 ivaL ic)rl1 
I andscapo uses, conservation,eco~o~,and perhaps 
occassionally environmental philosophy/ethics. 

Ik!adl ine (provisional) for next issue : 
l?riday,jOth May,for publication sometime early 
in June. 

CULTURAL NOTES 

I would like to see this section becomethe dom- 
inant feature of each newsletter.with an em~h- 
asis on "landscape use'' for rainforest plants : 
whether reafforestation,land rehabilitation, 
plantation forestry,urban parks and gardens,or 
indoor decoration. 
One of our aims should be to demonstrate that 
rainforest plants are desirable alternatives to 
many of the other natives used for these pur- 
poses;and to demystify their propagation and 
cultivation by producing evidence of our success- 
es with particular species. 
Over the next twelve months I'd expect us to 
gather enough material of this nature to be able 
fill an issue of Australian Plants,and to dazzle 
SCAP readers with the spectacular beauty of the 
rainforest flora. 

AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST TREES ,W.D.Francis 
AGPS,Reprinted 1985 
ISBN 0 642 05643 9 $18.95 
The classic study of the subject,first printed in 
1921 and more or less continuously in preint ever 
since. 
Despite numerous changes in nomenclature and tax- 
onomy,Australian Rainforest Trees remains an 
incredibly handy reference book for those interest- 
ed in plant identification,cultivation or historical 
information on patterns of distribution and abund- 
ance. 
The black and white photographs of trres in forests 
and rainforests of various areas are a superb 
record of Australia's subtropical and tropical rain- 
forests before their large scale devastation through 
clearing for agriculture. 
Highly recommended for history buffs. 

RAINFORESTS OF AUSTRALIA,Cd. Penny F igg is  
Kevin Weldon,1985 $45.00 
ISBN 0 949708 23 2 
This is a lavish coffee table style volume,profusely 
illustrated,and beautifully laid out.The text is 
admirably not too tecnical for the lay reader but. 
successfully describes the major structural types 
and variations of Australian rainforests. 
The arguments for the conservation of natural 
systems generally,and preservation of Australia's 
remaining rainforests specifically,are neatly ex- 
pounded by the various contributing authors. 

The colour photography is stunning throughout. 

AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST PLANTS, IN  THE 
FOREST AND I N  THE GARDEN,Nan & Hugh 
Nichol son,Terania Ra in fores t  Nursery ,1985 
ISBN 0 9589436 0 5 $9.95 
The admirably high sort of standard which this 
Study Croup could aim for in publishing our ex- 
periences with Australian rainforest plants is 
exemplified by this compact volume. 
Informative colour photos of each plant featured 
are accompanied by brief cultural notes and comments 
on the plant's uses for home gardening,special 
purposes etc. 

DAINTREE WHERE THE RAINFOREST MEETS THE REEF, 
Rupert Russel 1 
Kevin Irleldon/ACF , 1985 $35 .OO 
IS6N 0 949708 12 7 

Another voluptous offering from Kevin Weldon, 
profusely and beautifully illustrated,which puts 
the case for the conservation of this last 
bastion of Australian tropical lowland rainforest. 
The book examines both the biogeography of the 
region and the pressures and events which currently 
threaten its continued existence. 
The book ends with a.plea for a sustainable future 
for the area as a Greater Daintree National Park - 
for the con~ervation of "two of Australia's greatest 
living wonders growing side by side." 



PLANTING SCHEDULE 
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t h e  w e s t e r n  end .F ive  1,ivistona u u s t r a f  is are I oc.nf.- 
e.l a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  hounrl*ry,thclr 1~1;~rcrncrit. Tlrn- 

, j c c t j r ~ c  t h r  f a c a d e  e l r m ~ n i *  o f  tlrr ! ; l r ;~  k r . r l  s N i  r l i r  

o u t  i n t o  t h e  f ~ a r d e n .  
R e t w e ~ n  themland on  e i t h e r  s i d e  i s  ,*icrner~a slni 1.hi.i 
d e n s e l y  plant,ed t.o form a s c r e e n  h e r l ~ ~ . ' l ' h i r ~  i s  Cr] 
be  k e p t  r e l a t i v e l y  low b y  a n n u a l  trimmint: tn  a round  
3 me t res .Ex tens ive  u s e  o f  Eugen ia  wilsonii h a s  bepn 
made t o  form a c o n t i n u o u s  low hedge below t h e  ve r -  
andah and windows,where i t ' s  p i n k  and b ronze  new 
l e a v e s  and  r e d  f l o w e r s  w i l l  be  s e e n  t o  advantarre .  

'I'hr : ; peakr r '  CI f:arden i :: R smal l r ' l .~c: l .nnf~l l ;~r  :%r.ra, 
wrdyeri between t h e  n o r t h e r n  cnrl ol' 1':m-1 i :trnor~l. 
Ho~lse i n  Ilncrluarir. : i t r ~ e  l.,and t h e  a.drl i Lions LC, ILhe 
Z 1.3 t.c j,i h r a r y .  A ~ ~ p r n x i ~ n R t F l y  75 x Lj n~et , r . rs  i n  s i z e ,  
i I. i u d i r e c t l y  :ld,jacent t o  t h e  :-;peak6\rt s Nine, hence 
i t. ' s nallle. 

The b r i e r  f o r  t,he garrl:?n o u t 1  ined I.hree nlain 
rl, 1uirnmentn.The Cnriisn was t o  respect i t l s  his t .or-  
i c a l  s e  t t i n p ,  i t.'s p l a n t  111nlt?r~.i:3,1 wan t o  I,(? r:xcl 11:;- 

ive1,v n z t i v e , a n d  r l i ~ c ?  cor~:;ideral,Lon was t o  bt? t:ivr?n 
L o  t he  :;i tp's d i f f i c n l  t env i ron lnsn ta l  c:ondi l.ions. 
l ' h i s  l a t t , e r  c o n s i d r ? m t i o n  r e c o p n i z e n  t,hp s i t e ' s  
i n t e n s i v e  w i n t e r  s h a d i n g  result in^ from t h e  17 m e t r e  
h igh  w a l l s  e n c l o s i n g  the  g a r d e n  on t h r e e  s i d e s .  
These w a l l s  a l s o  r e f l e c t  h e a t  and  g l a r e  i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  d11rjnR summer. 

'I'he h a s i r  d e s i f p  m i r r o r s  a small, seal o l a t e  Victor.- 
ian  t e r r a c e  f;arden.'llhe o v e r a l l  c o n f i ~ u r a t i o r ~  o f  thr? 
r;srden beds ,  paving,and p l a n t  arran6emenl .s  r ~ f ' l e c t s  
t.he L'nrmality and u s e  of  axj .a l  r e l . a t i o n ~ h i  11s 
Lypical of' t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

'I'lir? r h n i c e  ol' p redominan t ly  r a i n f o r e s l ;  spr!cier: i n  
I.hn p:arric,n r e f l e c  1s 1.h" i r  ce r i e ra l  adn.pl.ab i l  i ty 1.0 
sti:~,dc! :LTICJ 111ni !: Lurt? ,a.!: wc 11 7:11r] ZITI!J ocr;i:;!: i I > I I ; $ I  
t lryness.l~lnny o f  t h c  s p e c i e s  alsr) have the? c h a r a c t e r  
anrl qua1 i t,y o f  p1ani.s u s u a l l y  ro~mcl i n  ? i r i c t o r j a n  
per iod ga rden .  

In order to  add emphas i s  LO the major  e n t r y  p o i n t , a  
feature planting o f  Crintun pe4unr .ula tun and 1)ory- 
=the8 WXC- is l o c a t e d  un c i i .Gb  sid;: of % 
s t e p s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  car4en.11he Cr in~un  is r~ser! 
e x t e n s i v e l y , e i t h e r  as jnrliv.idu,zl f e a t ~ ~ r r  rsl<:n~cnt.a 
on c o r n e r s  o r  e n t r i e s , o r  a s  a ma jo r  hacktlrop 1.0 
s m a l l e r  f e r n s  at t h e  e a s t e r n  end o f  t.hc ~ a r ~ i ~ n .  

l 'he  m a j o r  g r o t ~ n d c o v e r  usr?ri is Culc i t a .  du!iia .'l'hi o 
f e r n  h a s  proved s p e c  Lac111 arl y h:~rrly nr14 v i c r r r t ~ ~ ~ : .  , 
fo rmine  a b r i c h t  Iyreerl cn.nopy of' Isrrvr11 111. : ! r r ~ ~ ~ n , l  
600 mm h ieh . ' l l h i s  i s  edged i n  a l l  arean nl' I,h(t : ' .qr(lt,~~ 

by Ifimnndrd l o n ~ i f ' o l i a , e f f c c t i v e  i r i  i t '  r, ,:o~il*~,nnl,- 
i n f :  10-r s h a p , r : o l ~ r l r , a n d  h n b i  t.A t t,he ;x~~: : tnr~i  r.rrrI 
oS I.he ~ a r d e n  n f 'or~nal  plant . i r~f :  nf' ! I ~ ~ C ~ I ~ I I J I ~ I  IIIIOIII:I 
is a f 'ncal p o i n t  a r n o n ~ s t  the  o t h c r  Scrnr,.tlr~ !!I- 
v e r a n d a h , f i v e  t e r r a c o t t a  p o t s  c o n t a i n  A s p l c r ~ i ~ ~ , ~ ~  --- 
~ 3 h r i n ~ i n { :  t h e  r a i r t r n r e s t  S ~ e l  oi' ILhr. f - : r r ~ ~ l i  I I  

i n t o  t h e  bui ldin[ :  i t s e l f .  

'I'wo la'lin.lcrsia a l1st . r : t l i s  ? r e   laced s y ~ i ~ ~ n o L r i c : ~ l l y  t,r) 
l.hr> : ;ppaker l  s Vi r~['.'l'hci r se~ni-rlcni ( I I I ~ I I ! :  h:1.b i I. : I  1 1  nws 
L i (I:~I!. l o  e n t e r  I 'ar1  i m ~ ? n  td ry  windows w l l  i I o [)r.ovirl i n ~  

;? l ; lrpr :;ca]n e l e ~ ~ ~ c r ~ t  w i 1.hii1 thr: p;ar<len.A l I.hr c a s t -  
c r n  r,nrl of I.hc @ r d ~ n  I.wo !;t,r!nmnrplre r; i tYll;rl.ll:: a r e  
!>I nr:rad I,o Irrov idt? e n c  l nsllrr.. l',~ l . w c s ~ ~ i  Lhf'ln i n r m r x  

::pt-c L I I I P ~ I  ,or lli]wc$i f ' ~ $ t ~ ~ : l t ? ~ ~ n i i , ~ n i  ---, ~. ~,r,c~r,,>d II:/ :111ol t ~ ( > r ,  ; L I ,  

41 1 I.hc p l a n t s  used have (Trown r a p i d l y  :in,l r.1.1 i , ~ l l l g ,  
c:onf'irmir!(. lhp v:ilric of' minfr~r*,::l .  i ' l n ~ , : ~  i l l  \.:t~ri- 
s r a p f ,  p r o , i e c l . s . l l ~ ~ p ~ f ' ~ ~ l l y  +,he S I I C C ~ X S  q f '  l , h ~  l ~ l ; ~ r t l .  
I I I :~  I.Pr.ic~1. i n  1 . h ~  ! ; lx?a.kcr ls  ~ ; : ~ r r l c ~ r ~  wi I1 a s t ~ c ! r ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ! , ,  

ol,hrb~,:: t o  use  rai~i['nrc?:~l. ::pt:cic,:; irl [ .>I ,~I~;I ,  \ . ? I I ~ ! -  
..,.., , .  ., ,I~,::~(;II;:. 



GROWTH RATES 8: PLANT ESTABLISHMENT 
David Jenkinson,Eastwood 

I was somewhat surprised at checking the growth 
rates of some rainforest species that I have raised 
from seed.1 planted out the largest specimens 
available and that I thought would establish 
quickly during last summer and presumed that they 
would romp ahead as soon as spring arrived.Most 
were quite small when planted out,some only about 
8cm,but it appears that in a number of casessmall- 
er plants overwintered in pots have outgrown those 
in the plantation. 

St appears that fairly well established (but not 
potbound) plants will generally ontgrow less ad- 
vanced stock.Could other group members pass on their 
results .? 

Size 
Botanic name Germination November 

Backhousia myrtifolia 02.84 24 cm 
Cryptocarya sp. 10.84 13 " 
Ehretia acuminata 10.84 35 " 
Bnmenosperma 

alphitonioides 07-04 30 
Euodia micrococca 11.84 16 " 
Harpullia pendula 01 .84 60 " 

Botanic name 

Alphitonia excelsa 
Commersonia fraseri 
Elaeocarpus reticulatus 
Syzygium australis 
(Acmena ?)  
Toona australis 
Trema aspera 
Hymenosporum flavum 

Date planted 

RAINFOREST PLANTS AS STREET TREES 

Some time ago Graham Quint made a request for 
sightings of Australian rainforest trees being 
used in street plantings.Below,are a few more 
sightings aro~rnd Sydney. 
Queensland members should be able to produce some 
interesting plantings from city and town streets 
for the next Newsletter. (A positive identification 
plum 8 sentence or two on hwr the species performs 
under the prevailing conditions. ) 
A1 ectryun twnentosus (SIIPIHOACEAE) 
llrliry Alect ryon ,~v%e 
Location:Pacific Highway,Killara - Warrawee 
Shapely,dense canopied medium sized tree with 
flushes of brilliantly coloured new 1eaves.Very 
healthy and robust despite adverse conditions. 

pendula (~APINDACEAE) 

Loaati0ns:Tyler Crescent,Abbotsford;Spofforth St, 
Nosman 

The lower table gives growth statistics of some plants 
in the ground at Eadtwood.Height when planted out 
ranged from 30 - 45 cm. 

Date 
1985 planted out 

Size at November 1985 

3.5 metres 
4.75 " 
3 " 

1.75 " 

Tough under an apparently wide range of conditions. 
These are densely cmed,medium sized,bun shaped i 
trees of an ideal scale for street planting.Addition- 
a1 attractions are brightly coloured flushes of new 
foliage and spectacular eeed capsules. 

F l  i n d e r s i a  austral i s  (FLINDERSIACEAE) 
Teak,Crows Ash 
Locations:Boundary St,Paddington;Cook Rd,Surry Hills; 
Missenden1 Rd, Camperdown 

Superb,large ornamental trees casting dense shade. 
These perform well under very difficult conditions 
and deserve more widespread use. 
Easy to propagate from seed and to establish in the 
ground.Trees around Sydney are of two dietinct 
periods which,it is suspected,can be traced to the 
influence of J.H.Maiden,NSW Government Botanist, 
1890's-1920's;and W.F.Swain,Forestry Commissioner, 
1930's. 

A1 h i  tonia excel sa (RHAMIVICEAE) 
& i 7  
~0cat;on:~lizabeth St,near Bigge Park,Liverpool 

A fine row of old trees growing on a heavy,poorly 
drained clay soil and in a low rdin fall area. 
Not commonly pldnted around Sydney but deserving 
more use because of their toughness. 

Height in pots 
November 1985 

S E E D  BANK 
Any members who are able to share surplus stock of 
seeds which they have collected in the field are 
most welcome to send it via the Rainforest Study 
Croup's post office box,or,directly to David 
Thomas who has indicated his willinmess to con- 
t,ini~r, operating a seed hank. 
Notwithstanding the problems of the limited 
periods of viability for many rainforest species, 
seed exchanges should be encouraced because thry 
are important as a means of ~ettine numerous species 
tested under diffrrintr c:onditions. 

IT 1nernhr.r~ wish tr, ser a financii~l st;~tf?tnr?ilL 1'01- the 
~roiJp,plerl.so writ,e and 1 will. print it in t.he next 
newsle t. I.er. 
'I'ho crot~p's 1)ank hsla.nce is presently prr>t 1.y Ihc:~l t.hy 
:is our outf:oin{:s hn.vr been fairly I i~nite~l over the 
past I'ew o~ont.hs,b~~ t. it is sug~(.csted tllat mr1nhr.r~ 
wt'o haven' I. ]Inid Cor,s since Dc?cemt~r?r I3lbl 11(idnt.e 
thvi r ~nnmherstij 1) now in an tici~i:tti.nn of n inore 
:~ct.ive ynar in tens ol' newsletters and events. 

NELJ LEADER FOR RAINFOREST STUDY GP\OUP 
I)iw, to cnm!ni tr~ents to a.n expandin(S family and hi:: 
r~rof~e:;nional rr'sponsjhil i t.i~r;,tho 1:roup's f'ountl ing 
'Ie nrlcr Craha~~~ ,111 in t tti~?: rl(?cicic(i t.hn.t the I. irnr, ha:: 
come to pass on t,hr, r~nponsit)ilities to new tianrln. 

'~'hc new lencler,Ian lrir~~s,whn has h r > ~ n  a ~n~~ntbcr of 
thc I-roilp since 19t13, is ;t twenty seven year old 
lnn,lsca~~ architrct.flc rirst hecatno intr:r?r,l.-d in 
*\~~st.rnl i;m m inforest, p1:tnts di~riric: his ILII i vcrsi t.y 
rl?.vs whr,rl he compiled a r~srarch  pier on ttieji. 11s~ 
in I1 ist,oric:*l park and ~rrlen y~lar~t.in~.lfe is i nt,er- 
rsl.cd in thn rlevclopment of rainfnr~sl, trc%cs: I'or 
II:;~: in parks, r::lrdcns and st.rc- t:;. 
1 rn en l.titisi.ast.ically hopes that Ll~e b inl'orc::t, 
!;l.ildy Grot~p can be p,lvanizcd ink action col1at.- 
inp. ;tnd puttl inhin~ tho resul t.s of ~ncrnbcr,s ' ex per- 
iv~i~e:: with t,he cul t.ivation of t.hc rainrorest flora 
it's delights and disappointments. 


