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GROUP LEADER'S NOTES

It's been exactly a year since Newslelter Mo 4 but
il's snecessor is finally in print - hopefnlly Jdhe
first of three or four regular bullentins for 19A4,

1985 saw the Group's mumbers swell to 99,wilh all
the mainland states represented,plus some members
from very much further afield.

Whilst the Group as an entity has been fairly
slothful,we all individually seem to be extremely
aclive insofar ns propagation,cultivation,seed
collecting and conservalion are concerncd,There is
a}so a brond range of individual interesls within
the Group which is a very healthy sifn.These
interests range from land rehahilitalion,raintorest
rogeneralion and bushland management through to Lhe
horticul tural development of our nakive rainlorest
treea and shrubs for urban landaeape nse A common
Lhread would appear Lo be our concern for wisc
sltowardship of land,water,soil and vegelalion,

1lease cend material for inclusion in lorthcoming
nowsletters,

The Rainforest Study Group is very widely dispers-
ed,both peographically and in terms of the inter-
esle of individval menbers.

The Hewsletter therefore is ideally svited Lo
becoming a forun for exchange - of ideas,inform-
ation,contacts - and a means of communicaling our
inleregls and experiences Lo olher peoprraphically
remote members.

[deally the Newsletter will contain a minimum of
admininlrivia and will be able 40 conecenlmnle on
the issues al hand - propapgalion,cullivalion,
landscape uses,conservation,ecology,and perhaps
occassionally environmental philosophy/ethics.

Deadline (provisional) for next issue :
Friday,30th May,for publication sometime early
in June.

CULTURAL WOTES

I would like to see this section becomethe dom-
inant feature of each newsletter,with an emph-
asis on "landscape use" for rainforest plants :
whether reafforestatlion,land rehabilitation,
plantation forestry,urban parks and gardens,or
indoor decoration,

One of our aims should be to demonstrate that
rainforest plants are desirable alternatives to
many of the other natives used for these pur-
poses;jand to demystify theilr propagation and
cultivation by producing evidence of our success—
es with particular species. ]

Over the next twelve months I'd expect us to
gather enough material of this nature to be able to
111 an issue of Australian Plants,and to dazzle
SGAP readers with the spectacular beauty of the
rainforest flora,

BOOKS

AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST TREES,W.D.Francis
AGPS,Reprinted 1985
ISBN 0 642 05643 9 $18.95

The classic study of the subject,first printed in
1921 and more or less continuously in preint ever
since.

Despite numerous changes in nomenclature and tax-
onomy,Australian Rainforest Trees remains an
incredibly handy reference book for those interest-
ed in plant identification,cultivation or historical
information on patterns of distribution and abund-
ance.

The black and white photographs of trres in forests
and rainforests of various areas are a superb

record of Australia's subtropical and tropical rain-
forests before their large scale devastation through
clearing for agriculture.

Highly recommended for history buffs.,

RAINFORESTS OF AUSTRALIA,Ld. Penny Figgis

Kevin lleldon,1985 $45.00

ISBN 0 949708 23 2

This is a lavish coffee table style volume, profusely
illustrated,and beautifully laid out.The text is
admirably not too tecnical for the lay reader but.
successfully describes the major structural types
and variations of Australian rainforests.

The arguments for the conservation of natural
systems generally,and preservation of Australia's
remaining rainforests specifically,are neatly ex-—
pounded by the various contributing authors.

The colour photography 1s stunning throughout.

AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST PLANTS,IN THE
FOREST AND IN THE GARDEN,Nan & Hugh
Nicholson,Terania Rainforest Nursery,1985
ISBN 0 9589436 0 5 $9.95

The admirably high sort of standard which this
Study Group could aim for in'publishing our ex-
periences with Australian rainforest plants is
exemplified by this compact volume.

Informative colour photos of each plant featured
are accompanied by brief cultural notes and comments
on the plant's uses for home gardening,special
purposes etc,

DAINTREE WHERE THE RAINFOREST MEETS THE REEF,
Rupert Russell

Kevin Weldon/ACF , 1985 $35.00

ISBN 0 ° 949708 12 7

Another voluptous offering from Kevin Weldon,
profusely and beautifully illustrated,which puts
the case for the conservation of this last

bastion of Australian tropical lowland rainforest.
The book examines both the bilogeography of the
region and the pressures and events which currently
threaten its continued existence.

The book ends with a plea for a sustainable future
for the area as a Greater Daintree National Park -
for the conservation of "two of Australia's greatest
living wonders growing side by side."
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PLANTING SCHEDULE

Sym | Species No | Cenfres [ Size |Min Height| Staking
Fees 20f 38x3Bx1500mm
. . hardwood siokes
Fo |Findersio austrois 2 |as shown | 25 fitre 1500  |wilh & hessian ties .
Ss |Stenocarpus sinuolus 2 |os shawn | 25 litre - * *
Pdms
Ht ,Htmeu fosierana 2 |as shown | 35 lilre 2000 ' *
Shrubs
as | Acmena smithil 18 1600 |25 litre 1500 not required
de | exceiso 9 |os shown| Slitre 300 " N
cp | Crinum pendunchulolum 10 |os shown groupd 600 . .
ow | Eugerio wilsondl 25| w©oo litre 350 . *
me | Mocrazarmia convrunis 6 |asshown| * * 700 frond v .
ts | Telapea speciosissima 3| 400 LR 400 . '
Ferns E
cd | Culcita dubia 102 500 50 300 - o
bn | Blechrum nudum 6 500 5litrae 4 ’ y
U |Lomandra longifolio 77| o 150mm 200 . .

® The Confroclor is b contoct the superinjendents represeniative if plants are unavailable.
o ilutions permitied

/73 Planting Detail

os por specificalion

Mch
min 75mm deep. Dished
ot plont stom.

Bockfil hole with togsoil
cow manure mix as per
specification.

Deep rp 150mm Loosen
ﬂuro‘f,hdﬂ.

N1/ Section

speaker’s garden,parliament
house, sydney

The Gpeaker's Garden is a small reclangular area,
wodred between the northern ond of larliament

House in Macquarie Sireel,and the addilions Lo Lhe
State Libravy.Approximately 29 x 5 meters in size,
il is directly adjacent to the Hpeaker's Wing,hence
it's name.

The briel for the garden outlined Lhree main
rejuirements, The fGarden was to respecl it's histor-
ical sebting,it's plant malervial was to be exclus-
ively native,and due consideralion was to be given
Lo the site's difficult environmnental condilions,
This latter consideration recognizes the site's
intensive winter shading resulting from the 12 metre
high walls enclosing the garden on three sides.
These walls also reflect heat and glare into the
area during summer.

The basic design mirrors a small scalc late Victor-
ian terrace garden.'lhe overall configuration of the
rarden beds, paving,and plant arrangemenls reflects
the Cormality and use of axial relationships
typical of the late 19th century.

e choice of predominantly rainforest species in
Lhe parden reflecls Lheir general adaplabilily to
shade and molanbure,as well as mm and oceasninonal
dryness,.Many of the species also have the characler
and quality of planls usuvally found in a Victorian
period garden.

'wo Ilindersia australis are placed sysmelrically ho
Lhe Speakerts Wing.Their semi-dociduous habil. a1)ows
lighl. Lo enter larliamentary windows while providing
a larpe scale element wilhin Llhn parden.Al Lhe cast—
cern end of Lhe garden two lfenocarpus simedlug are
Placed Lo provide enclosnre,Bolween Lhein ia ane
specimen Lof (lowea fortlerini,mirrored by anobher ol

scale!:20

the western end.Five Livistona australis are local-
ed along the northern boundary,their placement Pro-
Jeeting the facade elemenls of the fipeaker's wing
out into the garden.

Between them,and on either side is fcmena smilhii
densely planted to form a screen hedge.This is to
be kept relatively low by annual trimming ko areund
3 metres.Extensive use of Fugenia wilsonii has been
made to form a continuous low hedge below the ver—
andah and windows,where it's pink and bronze new
leaves and red flowers will be seen to advantase.

In order to add emphasis Lo the major entry point,a
feature planting of Crinwn pedunculatum and lory-
anthes excelsa is localted on either side of The
steps leading into the parden.The Crinum is uzad
extensively,either as individual feature elements
on corners or entries,or as a major backdrop Lo
smaller ferns at the eastern end of the garden.

The major groundcover used is Culcita dubia.This
fern has proved spectacularly hardy andd virnron:,
forming a bright rreen canopy of leaves sl :around
600 mm high.''his is edged in all areas nl' Lhe rarden
by lLomandra longifolia,effective in it's ~onlrash-
ing leafl shape,eolour,and habit. AL Lhe weslern cnd
of Lhe garden a formal planting of UWlechnum nndum
is a focal point amongst the olher Terns.in Lihr
verandah,five terracotta pots contain Aspleniun
nidus,bringing the rainforest feel of Lhe rardn
into the building jtself.

AT Lhe plants used have grown rapidly and reliably,
confirming Lhe value of rainforvesl flora v Fande
scape projects.llopefully the sucecens af iLhe mand,
malerial in the Speaker's Garden will encomae
olhers Lo use rainlorecl s

ERGHE TS 1],\”5”,”‘..

in olher Tied-




GROWTH RATES & PLANT ESTABLISHMENT
David Jenkinson,Eastwood

I was somewhat surprised at checking the growth
rates of some rainforest species that I have raised
from seed.l planted out the largest specimens
available and that I thought would establish
quickly during last summer and presumed that they
would romp ahead as soon as spring arrived.Most
were quite small when planted out,some only about
8cm,but it appears that in a number of casessmall-
er plants overwintered in pots have outgrown those
in the plantation.

It appears that fairly well established (but not
potbound) plants will generally outgrow less ad-
vanced stock.Could other group members pass on their
results 7

The lower table gives growth statistics of some plants
in the ground at Badtwood.Height when planted out
ranged from 30 - 45 cm.

Size

Botanic name Germination
Backhousgia myrtifolia 02.84 24
Cryptocarya sp. 10.84 13
Ehretia acuminata 10.84 35
Emmenosperma

alphitonioides 07.84 30
Buodia micrococca 11.84 16
Harpullia pendula 01.84 60

Botanic name Date planted

November 1985

cm
"

Alphitonia excelsa 01.84 3.5 metres
Commersonia fraseri 02.84 4.7 "
Elaeocarpus reticulatus 01.84 3 N
Syzygium australis 08.84 = ©
(Acmena ?)

Toona australis 02.84 3 .
Trema aspera 02.84 3.7 "
Hymenosporum flavum 01.81 6 "

RAINFOREST PLANTS AS STREET TREES

Some time ago Graham Quint made a request for
sightings of Australian rainforest trees being
used in street plantings.Below,are a few more
sightings around Sydney.

Queensland members should be able to produce some
interesting plantings from city and town streets
for the next Newsletter.(A positive identification
plus a sentence or two on how the species performs
under the prevailing conditions.)

Alectryon tomentosus (SAPINDACEAE)

Hairy Alectryon,Quince

Location:Pacific Highway,Killara - Warrawee

Shapely,dense canopied medium sized tree with
flushes of brilliantly coloured new leaves.Very
healthy and robust despite adverse conditions.

Harggl1ia pendula (SAPINDACEAE)
TuTipwood

Loaations:Tyler Crescent,Abbotsford;Spofforth St,
Mosman

Tough under an apparently wide range of conditions.
These are densely crowned,medium sized,bun shapedq i
trees of an ideal scale for street planting.Addition—
al attractions are brightly coloured flushes of new
foliage and spectacular seed capsules.

Flindersia australis (FLINDERSIACEAE)

Teak,Crows Ash

Locations:Boundary St,Paddington;Cook Rd,Surry Hills;
Missendem Rd ,Camperdown

Superb,large ornamental trees casting dense shade.
These perform well under very difficult conditions
and deserve more widespread use,

Easy to propagate from seed and to establish in the
ground.Trees around Sydney are of two distinct
periods which,it is suspected,can be traced to the
influence of J.H.Maiden,NSW Government Botanist,
1890's-1920's;and W.F.Swain,Forestry Commissioner,
1930's,

Alphitonia excelsa (RHAMNACEAE)
Red Ash

Location:Elizabeth St,near Bigge Park,Liverpool

A fine row of old trees growing on a heavy,poorly
drained clay soil and in a low rdin fall area.
Not commonly pldnted around Sydney but deserving
more use because of their toughness.

Date
planted out

Height in pots
November 1985

01.85 52 cm
02.85 23 "
02,85 40"
11.84 68 "
01.85 42 "
09.84 70 "

Size at November 1985

SEED BANK

Any members who are able to share surplus stock of
seeds which they have collected in the field are
most welcome to send it via the Rainforest Study
Group's post office box,or,directly to David
Thomas who has indicated his willingness to con-
tinue operating a seed bank.

Notwithstanding the problems of the limited
periods of viability for many rainforest species,
seed cxchanges should be encourapged because they
are important as a means of getting numevrous species
tested under differing conditions.

FINAMNCE/MEMBERSHIP

L€ members wish to see a financial statemenl I'or the
froup,please write and 1 will print it in the next
newsletler.

The proup's bank balance is presently pretly healthy
as our oulpmoings have been fairly Jimited over the
rast lew months,bul it is suggested Lhat members

who haven'l paid (ees sinee December 198 update
their membership now in anticipation of a more
active year in terms of newsletters and events.

NEW LEADER FOR RAINFOREST STUDY GROUP

e Lo eomnitments to an expending family and his
professional responsibilitiers,lhe Oroup's founding
lcader Graham Juint has decided that the Lime has
come to pass on the responsibililics to new hands.

he new leader,Jan Innes,who has been a menber of
the szroup since 1983,is a twenby seven year old
landgeape archilect,.He [irst became interesled in
Australian rainforest plants during his university
days when he compiled a rescarch paper on their nsn
in historical park and garden planting,He is inter-
esled in the development of rainforesi trees lor
nse in parks,rardens and streetbs,

Tan enlhusiastically hopes that Lhe Bsinlorest
Study Group can be palvanized into action collat-
ing and publishing the resulls of members' exper—
ienres with the cultivation of the rainforesi flora
il's delights and disappointments,



