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rfTruffuula Trees to Gribbk Grass I... . . . .. . l'hlreed9 surely erecrttd such impme ? ......, +. Continual Biggeriing 
ensured this calatt&y came to p a  ' With apologies to Dr. Sass) 

IT REALLY IS A CRAZY ...... MAYBE SELF DESTRUCTIVE ..... WORLD OUT 'l'HERE 
The reason this issue is late is that I have ba battling to keep the plants in the revegetatian mxi alive, and ingotting on a lot oftube 

stock for lam use. Due to umasonally dry conditiaas; we've had to writer mtantly to keep the plantings alive - forhmately we had over 2" rain 
m t l y  and trust this will get them on their way. IJowcve~ the property across the road is being 'improved' and m a s  of 1-e frees and 
established vegetation are being bulIdmd as 1 h t c .  Ib not sure w]lidl of us is the grater idiot, but I do suspect that it is me. All 
environmentalists have got to be mad anyway. 

GROUP ANMJAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
The customary qumtmy n e w s l e ~  con- a varjety of topics were pubrished Much of this Sonnation was supplied by 

members, other detail was obtained from n variety o f j o d s  md 0th p u b l i c ~ t i ~ s  that we receive as well as from relevaat cment a f f k  and 
news reports. We thank everyone who contributed to the Nil in any way whatsoever. 

I epprcciate the assistance in Iudning RFSG firam %trick Benaott with the seed bank and sundry record keeping, Joe Begkin for 
printing address labels as r e q m d ,  and Peter Jurd in organising &-isbe m m k  activities. And Jan Sked for her ever-pmpt replies to my 
enquiries and comments on SG matters. I also thank those m b e r s  who tmk the trouble to calt here at Booyong' specifically to inboduce 
themselves in person, to renew past fiiendships, or just for a look at the forest and chat over a cuppa or glass. 

I value the newsletters or journals that the various APS/ SGAP ~ g a  send in order to keep in touch with hnppmhgs in their 
and the regular exchange of NLs from several allied groups. 

The Year's accounting. 
liu-m& 

Subscriptions 774 Printing & Stationery 458 
Donations 15 Postage & Phone 408 Stands at 170, a small increase on the year. 
Bank interest 2 Taxes 4 

- Computer 46 
791 916 

Balance B/F $786 Balance CIF $661 
Our past printer person had pmbIems with his W k y d )  equipment and as we were his sole custom=, it wasn't worth his W e  to 

spend dollars to improve the quality. It will not be possible to h e  NLs done at anywhere near the bargain price previously, and tht Never 
Ever tax will of course i n m e  our wsts as well. Our bank balance is them to ~4 when it drops we will need to rely on increased donations, 
or else an increase in the subscription fee. 

THIS N L  IS THE VERY LAST ISSUE OF' THE 2OTH cXN'lQRY...* AND FOR TBZ SECOND MlLLENNXUIM I!! 
Ihe past 100 years has been more than &ly unldnd to the forests whch nature /Ms. Gara provided to enrmre some stability in order 

to maintain the myriad af spscies that evolved over the age. There is an hmW& awareness that environmental degradation is t h m h i q  
e m  our very own d v a l  though there is very skoag resistance to facing Up to such probability. Anyway, I sincerely hope that whatever 
portion of the new century that is allotted to you, it is kind to YOU and YOms and that hardships atld traumas are avoided ..., And Sertsons 
Greetings to all, its almost upon us now, 

OUR Group's DISPLAY AT PORT MACQUARIE's SPRING FLOWER SBOW WENT WELL 
Many lml members assisted in this promotition of RF. People wax invalved in supp1yins foliage, plnnts ma with ratioas -e; 

setting up and mamhg our arm etc, md I thaak each and e w m e  who assisted The table that collapsed onto Beryl's foot bas been retired to 
the wood heap, and after just a couple of months her damaged big toe has almost  wed, though the nail hasn't yet come off. 

THAT 'NEVER EVER TAX' - AGaIN AND ITS EE'FECT ON OUR SOCIETY AND THIS STUDY GROUP 
The very latest definition of GST - Grave Shortage of TRCS (especially in Australia). 
Jan, our co-ordittatm has advisd details of the sitwition so it scans that I will not be one of the millions of unpaid tax coUectot.s that a 

large minority of voters must have wanzed. MGAP has taken out an Ot Businw Reghati011 but has ~registered for the NET, meaning that 
we -me an 'end us&. We pay it on p- but do not charge it supplie~ aad m o t  claim input tax crediu. On the other hand, most 
pall} regions of AFS charge NET on memlmhps ctc. and claim back the tax on inpu ts... All very clear to yon for an exce&ngly complicated 
Simple Tax System? 

SPECIES W Y  AYAIfAELE FROM THE SEED BANK 
Amuwria ctlnninghmnii Bmcltychiron discolor Delarbm michiam DorymtrhespaId Hibiscus held&yI[lls fl ~ d m @ m i s  H. 
splendens H y m e n o s p r u m ~ u m  Melicope ellegma Padurea j-inoides Plmchmella o w l i s  M i a  chortacea Milletia 
megasperma. Reccnt donor Michelle Popp. Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Momtain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please. 



UNSEASONABLE DRY WEATHER CAUSING PROBLEMS RF PLANTINGS 
Many members have spoken about ihe difficultia of the past 6 months. 
M Warn wrote from Wollongong in August "The g o d  rains earlier in the year wae wasted as we later had strong, drying winds 

thplt have blasted off dl soft new growth. Then winter has stopped any recovery. One of my Spgiunrs is almost bare of leaves; hopemy 
e v e  should start to pick up as the wther warm up. fie put in a " h g  fi-iendly pond' but no frogs yet, though a bandicoot h bsen 
helping to hun over our mulch. Seans to be a sign that we have a nice healthy gaden, even in subwbin, h setting up my h g  pond, I b o d  
a book called 'AArtractiog Frogs to your Garden' by Kevin Casy (Khberley Publications $14.95) A nice little book with g a t  frog photas 
(dortunately most in black and white), d o  about the disappemance. of frogs, their life cycle, identification (including many refercn~) ,  how 
to build ponds and landscaping ideas with a list of suitable plants ...... We are saving up to spend 3 months in Africa next year (don't expect to 
see much W, especially as Kenya and Tanzania are suffering from a hvo yeat drought). 

Richard Logan also said that "winter has not b m  kind down h a q  low humidity aad cold has taken its toll. I had an Antarctic Beech 
that got to 6 ft high just keel over. Others that I was sad to lose were a Eucqiphia from SEQ, a second CerntoptuIum sp NQ . Think I may 
give up an this one - feel the humidity (low) may be the problem 0th species that had it very hard across winter are FIacaurtia sp Cooktm,  
Spigirmtpuberlrrm, E1iudia elietyma being Mppsd of evay  leaf during the ext~me westerly winds. .. Luckily it has not been a case of all 
bad news. Spigium etytI~mcaIyx continues ta grow strongly, now about 1 In m hi& S. boonfee dso doing well at abut 1 114 m, both planted 
about 2 years ngo. Evd ia  muelleri is  now approaching nearly 2m as the winds did not affect tt this year, so hope that this one will flower soon. 
Pr~mnopitys Iadei mund I 112 m also continues strong growth, which I think is assisted by the animaf manure loaded into the soil for the nearby 
vegies. 
Noticed YOU mentioned DaYidgmia sp nov m the N/L, what a lowly plant. It is a preferred option for people with a sensitive skin, since either 
ssp jerseyma or sap pntn'ens can irritate. I have seen this p h t  in Wt, which it docs in abundance. Yet the flavour seems to me to be iderior 
to the others. But none the less a beautif111 addition to a RF garden or plot, just wish I could find a spot in the yard for one. 
One more.hng I should report - the Stercnlia quudn3da now about 4 years old and 14 feet tall is rarely without flowers. Is this normal, or do I 
have a freaked out plant7 At this w e  I cant sec any pods on it, but it may yet set d 
At wark only hnve a couple of new species in the RF =tion; Athemspema rnmcliarum, Macadamia sp Home Beauty and Archontophoenix 
plrvpurea. Thm has been very little of mything latety, whether it be native or exotic. I guess the Olympics and pre GST rush drained supplies 
drematically, 

And h m  nearby AWimer, Jan WIIton c o h e d  that a dry and very windy winter, with a three day, gale force westerly in Mrry 
particularly affecting Sandpaper Pig and Magenta Cherry (Syzigifm, panintlmmj by defoliation. They still lwked croak 3 months later, and he 
hopes that the w m e r  w t h w  will help eve-g recover. Jan's bush regen project at Lamirigton has had some interesting propagation results 
- with Alyfem divuricata Rose Tamarind, Phateria chermsidemra Scrub Daphne, Pillodistigma glabvrcm Plum Myrtle, Cvptocaria abovahrm 
White Walnut, AIanagiurn v i l l m ~ m  ssp polyonnoides Black Musk heart anti Blfvnenospernla alpliitonioides Yellow Ash, mostly fmt time 
successes. White Beech Gntelina leichlwdtii had n wonderful h i t h g  in Lamington in April - under some trees were hundreds of the beautiful 
lilac-blue £hits on the track and he wonders whether they did as well elsewhere? Ed. They cdainly did at Booyong, though our teeming bush 
rat population quickly got stuck into the seeds, so we had a battle to collect a reasonable quantity to propngate. 

Prom the C m b m  area near Nowra, Gamy Daly wrote " k g  winter, I Iost Rin~ocarpus arrsrroliacus, Fagma cambegei, 
Archidendm lucp, P@ch03pem elegana and Agluia sapir~dina. Even though we do not get a frost the clull factor ofthe wind and low 
h~unidity rtre probably factors responsible for these species demise." He described a reccnt brief trip to Fiji as "The vegetation of Viti Levu has 
been si&cantly m d f i d  by agiculm. Large tracts have been given over to sugar cane aad pine plantations. In the highlands (new Mt. 
Victoria c 1000 m asl.) there are plantations of pine, mahogany, Hoop Pine add Eucalypts (E. decripla). This Euc does not occur m Oz and has 
smooth salmon and aqua c o t o d  bsrk - a veq attractive species. 
The endcmic vegetation at this altitude included emergent Agagbis and Pdocarpuswith the occasional fig (Ficus smithii) and Syzigium. Tree 
Fern (several Cyarhea and one Dicksonia species) were common and King Fern Angioptens mecta was present We saw no Palms though my 
guide indicated that an isolated population of a pinnate l d c d  species (Veitchia) mm on an adjacent mcnmtain. On the ldwlmds the 
vegetation was mainly cwnut  palms, rain trees and African tulip trees. This was a highly modified environment and weeds were abundant.. 
Along the Queens Road, between Nadi and Suva were fine specimens of Ficus benjmiria. I do not know if the species is endemic, however the 
size of ihc trees indicates that they may have once been a major component of the Iowland swampy land. In respect to the fauna, the lowlands 
me dominatal by exotics such as Cme To& Mongoose, h d i ~  myna, Common Myna and Indim Turtle Dove. The Mongoose h been cited as 
the causal agent responsible for Lhe dedine of ground nesting birds, mid reptiles. The Crested Iguana is now extremely rare on this island due to 
predation from the Mongoose. 

Sydney's Rod Cook mentioned a situation many of us have experienced - a prized plant escaping from its container and taking ~ x r t  in A 

the gmlmd. In Rod's case it was a B m m  Tamarind acquired some years ago and left in its bag; it flowetcd well and seems that some seeds are 
f-g. p d .  In my potted collection, Red Cedar, a Teak FIindersia aushf is ,  and Rosewccd l ? y s o x y l a n ~ s ~ a n u m  are well and truly 
mIdited in the soil within 'the living hcrbatium site' - in fact t l ~ q h e  done far Mer than siblings planred out and getting our usual TLC, which 
probably means they mostly look d e r  themselves.) Rod kid a N m  tree but it never did well and now is just surviving even though spending 
winter on the top of s compost h a p  and fiuther protected by a plastic bag. S y w s  winters, though relatively mild, cnn bc hard on some of the 
near-tmpid species - Nauclea orientalis Ute LeichMt Tree, for example just seems to go backwards, hanging or for a few years but fmlly 
carking. 

Together with the address labels for this N/L, Joe Beskin included a note saying they rn in Tasmania in July md he was impressed 
by the large amount of RF there with its limited number ofspecies, making it much easier to understmd. Said it is a nice, quiet and leisurely 
place, but a bit too isolated. 

Frrrm Adelaide, Shirley Johnston said that they'd had rain in August, enc~mging plants in her small garden to flower and alhacting 
honeyeaters to the yard. 

Another S.A. member, Wendy Fopp commented that all the plants brought back from Qld after the I998 confecence have withstaod 
Lheir new habitat, many have been planted aut now and most are doing well. Wendy said their last summer was earlier, dner overall with more 
and longer drier stretches than have been exprmeuced for m y  years. Their work was cut out in keeping up thc watering. This winter was the 
coidest and wettest for ages and m y  plants have needed shelter h m  the cold winds. She has decided that a gully on their block is much more 
suitable for RF plaits and will visit Darryl bnane rtnd 'do thin@ praperly'. (Perhaps Wendy should 110p over the border and look at Neil1 
Marriott's patch because I think he may have set up his RF in a sirnil= situationl). "Despite what Peter Radke says, I don't think 111 sun is 
appropriate in our climate. The Syngif~ms tbat 'are hiding amongst theBracken are doing wry well. The two plants that Patrick sent me (as 
reported in ilze April NL) me doing well in their pots. Incidentally they were not in soil, just a Iittle compost or peat as it is illegal to send soil 
to S.A. I wonder if anyone else has some 



1~n~anted seedlings, they might like to try the same experiment - I would be happy to r e h d  postage ..... I thought Dave Bray's ideas on 
observations and record keeping were excellent and due to having to stay inside, have begun playing with my computer. So far I have 
concenmted just on our indigenous flora and fauna, but later will look at the replanted area." 

Despite demanding uni activities in Melbourne, Steve Sinclair has put most of his spare time into the local plant scene. "A collection 
of plants rescued from that nearby dweIupmmt site has darted to provide & for new positions in my y d  and for planting indigenous 
species in a nearby ex-oval. I suppose this may s m  s waste of time @haps it is in the grand scheme of thingsl) but I fael it is pretty 
important here in suburbia where the populations of most p i e s  are so d l .  Big news here is the discovery of two of my favouritc species - 
slender, and skirted Tree Ferns, Cyathea cunninghamii, C. x marcescens by a friend and I in a steep gully in S h e r b k e  Forest; almost in 
suburbia, but a new record for the National Park. One fern stands out above the Sassafras at about 15.5m tall - really spectacular!" 

Judlth Brass (Ipswich 9.) says the disbict has z~flered h m  h e  bugs, one fire was just a kilometre away but the air has been grey 
with smoke for about 4 wmh. "I h v e  enclosed some articles from our Local Bulletin which may be of interest. Some environmental 
restoration is being carried out but the balance is still strongly tipped in favour of destruction" (Judith - isn't that the prized Sustainable 
Development?) "People seem to be unable and unwilling to make a comection between lifestyle and environmental damage. I recently wrote to 
the editor suggesting that all sporting fields be turned into 'food forests' and native habitat and feel sure that if the letter is printed, there will be 
many irate replies. " . . . . . . . . Topics in the last N/L she alluded to - "I found the comment on interesting; researchers at UCQ have 
found that introducing fresh~~ttter fish to central Qld rivers is nctually decreasing popuIations. The fish released are fiom Victoria. When they 
interbreed with lml fsh, sterile offspring are produced. This may also mmr with plants. Re ' 

ConsuItants 
moRmonsetfeecontracts. Theycmotafford ioexamineallpsrtsoIthehabitnf even m r e l ~ w t m a  few 
transe~t lines and onIy count plants in a band of about 1 rn ~ d c  along these lines. Amateurs on the other hand often live nearby and can spend 
a lot of time surveying all parts of the habitat." (Ed If this is correct, then the rapkments and relevant legislation are a total farce. If an 
assessmat for a project which could well result in the total destruction of an area large or small, there can be no argument that a comprehensive 
and comktent survey is imperative. I believe that, just as in most government commissioned 'enquiries', Impact Statements all too often come 
up with a 'required result' and this has been confirmed by professionals in our own Group. 
I' . . 

ce on 1 can c a n m m d  the UCQ (Rockhampton) to Caroline Hask.ard. It is offered extemdly; 
though a lot of work and expensive, it d m  include a lot oftaxonomy and ecology. UQ & USQ no longer offer external science degrees." 

NAN AND HUGH NICHOLSON HAVE PUBLISHED 'AUST R P PLANTS V' 
This is the fifth volume in their series, covering an additional 114 species - trees, shrubs, vines, ferns and orchids - &om many parts of 

Oz. Each plant is illustrated with a full colour photo and a concise, informative description including natural occurrence, characteristics in the 
wild and in cultivation. A final section discusses the seed ecology of RF plants and links this to gennhtion techniques for propagation. As we 
all know, regeneration of our dwindling RFs has become an important focus for many land managers. 

72 pages .... . ... 132 photographs .... soft cover ..... RRP $15.41 + that disgraceful never ever tax $1.54 ... Published by Terania Rainforest 
Publishing. (Ed. I say it again - a tax on knowledge is absolutely and bloody disgraceful and we are one of very few countries in the world 
who have allowed this to happen. 

JAN WIJLTON HAS A QUESTION O N E m O S m m ,  AND A SUGGESTION ON POTTING UP 
"Would fellow members know of any treatment for the borers that regularly attack the Yellow Ash? David Jones in his book 

'~rnamen'tal RF Plants in Australia' mentions it but does not give a solution.. My tree which is about 20 years old is a real mess from this pest." 
Ed. Would that be the stem-girdling grub that affects Macadawia badly? They seem to be nocturnal (as are many insect larvae) and shelter in a 
hole in a stem or branch drilled directly below a leaf. Ifthey are accessible - you can see their location by sawdust at those sites - a fme wire 
can be inserted down their hole, and if it comes out wet, you know you've got it. Another method is to squirt a little metho down the hole using 
a small syringe, get one from your doctor. .. . . Are there other methods Jan could by? 

He wrote that he has given up using those 2" square, tapered tubes for potting up seedlings as he has lost a few plants in these. Since 
changing to the 50mm dia. round pots, he's not lost a thing. "Perhaps it is easy to miss getting enough water into the square tubes?" 
(Ed. I found an opposite result! But I do have to dunk seedlings in a water bath more often than I wish, to ensure that capillary action does give 
an adequate wetting as the usual hose watering is often ineffective. What do other members recommend? 

JUDITH BRASS' ENQUIRY EARLIER THIS YEAR ON GROUNDCOVER SEEMS STlLL UNANSWERED 
(I'd put her letter in my follow-up file but haven't received anythmg back for a reply.) Judith asked "Do you have any suggestions for 

ground cover in the RF? Light levels are high as the RF is a maximum of 6 m wide but the area is mostly dry due to root competition." Perhaps 
. not one of our group has any suggestions on this particular problem, maybe you have not the time or inclination to +how up some ideas. No 
doubt I could do some research to answer this query, but I do have to stress that I spend far more time than I can really afford on producing N/Ls 
and I'd be overjoyed with just a touch more input. You don't have to be an expert (Rn not, by any means), but, gee, it's no skin off any one's nose 
to promote an opinion or even make a way out suggestion. It is called 'involvement' of the membership. Things seem to have stalled over the 
past few years and it is generally the same regular contributors -thank you all, magruficent people; lost without you - but gee, we need some new 
blood from time to time. 

WHEN IS RF SEED 'UNVIABLE' OR PAST ITS USE - BY DATE ? 
Richard Logan mentioned that he'd thought seed of Elaeocalpus angustSfolius to be stale and last year tossed it onto the garden and 

some time afterwards mulched that section with copious amounts of fine wood chip. Recently, he noted that 5 or 6 seeds had germinated there 
and were about 5 cm high. This prompted him to check his sowing boxes where the bulk of seeds had origmally been sowdstored, frnding 
another dozen or so. Those seeds were buried about 10 mm deep in a styrene box fded with an organic mix including coprapeat. Left to be 
watered by natural rainfall, and with very little light due to the choko vine rampant above, being between the fence and garage seed boxes 
would have at best received an hours sun each day. Another example of it being worth discarding old seed into a location where it would be 
noticed if unexpected germination did occur. 

IS OUR SOCIETY DOING MORE HARM THAN GOOD IN 'PUSEllNG' HYBRID PLANTS 
This question was put to me recently and I didn't really have an answer. While hybrids certainly create an interest and awareness of 

native plants from many who would otherwise be unaware of their beauty and biodiversity values, they must distract others who would no doubt 
stick to natural forms if many hybrids were not so easily available. What of their effect on nearby local species of the same family or genus? 
And encouraging flower arranging and the cut flower trade. Does this encourage people to collect plants from the bush rather than preserving 
habitats? If you have any views on such matters, it would be good to use these for a later discussion point. 



BRL& COLLIS ADDS FURTHER CO-S ON THE WORTANCLG OF LOCAL RECORDING 
'I1 a m  with Dave BBmy's ideas quoted in N/L 49, and believe rhat people should at least bepin keeping basic flm and fauna lists with 

no particular format, but I~opefiilly advancing to more detailed records in due course. Val and I strrrted with a short list of local, indigenous .. 

plants on our block at Beechwood soon after we bought it. David Jenkinson was swn on the scene ta identify RF speoies that we missed. We 
had 70 species by March '98. hi April, Vm Klaphake made a major contribution during a visit by the Study Group, by disappearing with our list 
and returning one hour later with 56 additional species - mainly mmocots md dicot herbs. Mer that superb erort, we j i ~ t  Iaad to look further - 
there may be something out there others had missed. T&y the list of 150 species is something we treasure because of the efToR involved. 

I advocated in APS Mid North Coast N L  of May '98 that we shouId have lists of plants for our m and that we have handouts 
available to other Groups when visiting the disbict. We crm assist visitors to our area who are anxious to sight a particular we/  shrttb but lack 
the confidence, or time, to go s m l ~ i n g  far it in a m e ,  form or N.P. In spring 98 our APS Group hosted the NewcRstle Group on a 3 day 
visit organised by Mark HenIey, it was helpful to have handouts on that occasion. But more l d o u t s  are r q u i r e a ' h  the whole of the Mid 
N d  Const Group, while LisB mrnpiled by local RFSG members wuld also be helpful on similar occaqions. 

Ry having more lists available to hand out, we will increast: the awareness and appreciation of our Oz plants, both endemic and 
cultivated, md ow fama. In addition to OW list of mheritd l o d  plants at Eeechwocxl, wc have a total of 256 'introdwed Allst. plant species 
and a record of 108 native bird species on site. Crating one's own lists lns much merit, as "things hardly amined are longer retahedll. 

We di h o w  that eveqdung hns to have a beginning, hut for some reason the startds pistol htlsn't been heard yet. What arc we 
waiting fa-? Why the delay?" 

Wendy Fapp sureIy heard the starters pistol saying "I thought Dave Bra* idea was excellent and due to having to stay inside, have 
begun setting up a system on the computer. So far 1 have conmtmted just on our indigenous flm and fauna and later wilI look at the replanted 
area,'' (Wendy & Brim have a nice piece of the 'Adelaide Hills' at Willunga). 

HOW CAN YOU TELL SEEDLING DORYAN311ESSPECIES APART? 
Phil Avery asked me to seek fiom members on this in the July NIL, but I forgot to include it. Sorry Phil. He realises that it is 

easy to identtQ larger plants, but wonders if there is obvious d i K e m a  in the seedhg stage. Arty c11ies from our r e a d ~ s ?  

COMMENTS ON TOPICS OF TBE PREVIOm NiL 
From Steve Sinddr "Good to see the Birds Australia Newhaven Appeal' getting man: coverage - it's been in the 'Age' here as a full 

pnge spread, and om deprfment at Uni has raised a bit for it too. 
Just for the record, I don't object in the least tcr swing your personal opinions/ reflections incIuded in the NIL. My view is that such comment is 
not a pmbiem unless it is disgtrised w something other than opinion .... Keep Mtq and thinkidg." 

Updr- The fmds were obtaincd a d  Birds Aust now owns t l ~ c  properly - great news! There was a segment on this on the 
730 Report and a comprehensive description on ZandIine". It was a bit of a shame though that the 10% Never Ever Tax had to be paid on f i t h e  
purchasc priw - such imposts could prove a disincentive for private conservation pu~poscs and could just tip the scales against a finely balanced 
fmancial sibtion md result in impoxtant areas not being acquired h a u s e  of that exrra cost. 

T h a t b o a 1  pkm?~&!atl;una mentioned by Dave Bmy: Suzie Russell, WSG member and very invalved with NEPA advised that 
whitt the ~nland had hen ruled oirt as a source of fUel, the state's northern f m t s  were then proposed to supply the wood. Also, there are 
(admittedly airy f#ry) pmposals to generate electricity h m  'waste materials' Born those same forests. It is claimed that this will be a 
sustainable method of power supply and will save the use of; and associated greenhouse gas pollution from burning coal. Wood or coal 
generates much the me. amount of carbon dioxide a d  other gases anyway* so you cop the samc levels afpollution! Shame tbt any savings of 
this fossil sotuce will just go into increasing exports to Japaa or myw11e~e else we can ship it to. Next we will be told that if we go back to 
living in m s ,  we will save all that pollution and energy use fmm making bricks and using ment and stwK mcl d low  us to increase OUT 
exports of brida, limestone and sand ctc. Don't laugh, you do h o w  tl~at we export hay to feed animds overseas, don't you7 You couldn't get a 
lower value, higher bulk product if you tricd - mazing thc effort we go ro in maximising commerce and in wringing out the very last ounce of 
pollution to distress Lady Gaia. 

TBERE ARE SOME WORTEWEUS m G S  HAPPEWG IN THE IPSWICH ARF,A 
Judith Brass sent details of Brisbane's Environmental & Community Association ('Chm) at Chapel Hill. It has various activities 

including a p u p  of volunteers working on the regeneration of a patch of RF at the fwt of Mt. Coot-tha and are establishing a garden of 
butterfly fod  plnnts witli the aim of athcting a number of butterflies which ate now mely seen in the area, as the food plants for their 
caterpillars have been Iost tllrough development. 

A ct~tting about biologcal control of Laatam mentioned that Iast July at Mackay, the fmt mlease of a sapsucking bug Falconia 
i n m e d i a  occur&, The insect is endemic to Jamaica and was claimed to be a success on the weed in S o u t h  Africa. It can midtiply quickly 
and is very mobile so it could have now spread far and wide. 1 donuthink it is h m  at Booyong' yet but it would be lucky to gt a feed at the 
moment. A draft National Strategy for Lantana Control has completed the public comment phase, so should soon be fmalisd. 

A clean-up of80 km of the Brisbm Brernw Rivers proves that the locals are an untidy lot. The most common items were 
poIyapne, plastic bags, coke and water bottles, cartom, cans, aerosols and sharps. (What's a sharp please?) Perhaps an unchallengable 
argument against the unnecessary overuse of packaging. 

A savage criticism of past babnent of our Torests - a combination of ignormg greed and political stupidity has so reduced the 
original wealth of superior timbcr that little is now avdable for commercial use - was made by a lifslong member of the timber industry. He 
claims that we have to now import huge quantities of timber, generally of inferior quality to the indigenous specie- they have replaced, 
PIruntations got a serve too, species cham were again of denor overseas varieties, just because they were faster growing than natives. He 
continued Wow it is starting to dawn on even our osbid~es that these exotic species are in most cases inferior and they ccrtady do nothing to 
help our fragile natural mvironmcnt." .... and "I&nmce and greed has brought Australia to the stage where we are paying through the nose for 
pmducts that should be available here." rile Ipswich mayor said t h t  Australians can no loagerclairn ignorance of the consequences of 
who1esaIe native vegetation clearance. The question is do we at all levels of society have the will md motivation to work together to slow down 
and reverse ilus disnstrous position. 

All we need now is that State and Federal decislon makers reach the same conclusio~s that enlightened leaders of local government 
seem to understand. 

Judith marked  that it is a pity that Pennaeulture International msed publishing thcir J o d  due to thc GST. They regularly 
printed information on GMO$ and otha ecological disasters. (Obviously some would welcome the magazine's demise?) 



GUEST CONTRIBUTOR DON YATES WRITES ON 'A PREvIOm NATIONAL CONSERVATION ISSUE' 
9%'~ kwming mom obvious that ?3avid', om lleader is no? just all smoothness rmd cham - beneath #at exterior exists a v q  capable 

and shrewd mind; after all, why did he buy Beryl a new tmb? ... Just 30 get her v d h g  more time out in the paddocks of course, so t h t  he 
can mtinue to slip into the NJL his derogatory comments about the way g o v ~ t s  are mmhg our country - firtherrnore why is he letting 
me do an article? ... Well, I suspect to take the heat off humelfa bit h u s e  he knows my views ate going to be along the same lines - and how 
right he is. 

If you were told that goats manure was the perfect fertiliser for your prize garden, would you let a herd of goats roam around that 
garden? I suspect not, but we have with this counb-y. The had of goats (politicians) have razed our garden and we are left with a degraded 
remnant with a large pile of fertiliser (promises). Since politicians do not produce or make anytiung they only have two thugs to sell - our land 
and public utilities, hiowing that it will always be someone else's problem after they get out. 

It may seem that this article is gettug away from the format of a RF study Group in growing trees; but if we are growing trees for our 
personal interest, or kudos, then we are in much the same situation as Nero playing the fiddle while Rome burns. And unless we can arrest the 
situation facing our mtion we are well and truly in our last days - as mne religious groups would have us believe. We m dl help by doing 
something if we think abwt it, and by way of inspitation I would like l o  tak about same people in the -tion movement, some who are 
now gone but others still with us and point out how much firther down the gurgler the continent would be without the dedicated effort of those 
great Australians. It could be titled Some great people I never met. 

Just a short time ago we lost a lady who was a conservationist who toak up this cause when few people even knew what it meant - and 
usually branded them as fnnge fanatics. I refer to Judith Wright, well known as a poet though probably less lrnown as co-founder of the 
Wildlife h r v a t i o n  Swietr, even less nwgkd as one of a very small gronp of people who probably w m  d y  respoasible for the 
whole 1200 miIe length ofthe Gmt l3arrier Reef from being "opened up" for mining aad oil explomtion back in the 1960's. In 1997 Judith 
wrote a book titled 'The Coml Battleground' telling of the struggle from 1963 to 1977 by the Wildlife Conservation Society, along with other 
conmt ion  groups to save this nmgnif3-t world woW.  It is rt story of graft, comrptian, lies and ignomce by the Qld, government (what's 
n d }  and pewoleurn aud mining companies. Lack of s p m  in our NIL prevents me detailing all the events that took place over this long pffiod, 
suffice to say that n consewation battle is just as important as if we are saving fish, or kop ,  or Koalas or Rahforests - because it's not much use 
saving just part of a system, they all go together, but because the system is so vast we tend to specialise in our own particular fields. 

The Australian Conmation Foundation did not form unl3 late 1966 @ut was always loathe to criticise government in those early 
ymrs -use ofthe h c i d  assistance the)' m i v e d )  and in 1967 anothm m%v society appeareid, called the Littoral Sc~ciety of Qld. whose 
members were &y students from &e University of Qld intmsted in matine and fkshwater biology. Some early members of the W.L.P.S. 
were Dr. Len Webb who was vice-president and a few years later Vincent Serventy became editor of an excellent magazine that was distributed 
Australia wide. From 1967. they started the first moves to get the Qld government to d e c k  the Great Barrier Reef a marine natural park at 
abut  the same time as an application by a crme fiumer for a limestone m h b g  permit to remove c o d  h Ellison Reef offshore from Innisfail. 

Cane growers who need a great deal of lime, which can be expensive, saw the reef as an endless source of cheap lime. Removal was 
to be by dredging and blastmg with no thought of the mnsquerms of silting and pollution of other reefs by the currents which make an intricate 
network of pattern throughout the reef system Silt is pmhcularly k g i n g  to reef ecosystem as hnd been shown by research undertaken by 
the Littord Society on the Tweed River. m k a b l y ,  thc Uni of Qld who had scimkts on the Great Barrier Reef Committee and ran a 
research station on Heron Island, decided not to oppose the coral mining applicatim c b h h g  that section of the reef was dead therefore 
exploitation would not endanger hving coral - one of the most blatant m i ~ w t i o n s  ever ad& by a scientific body, as all reefs have dead 
branches and rubble on the sea floor much the same as  leaf litter around bees. This dead coral is an integral part of reef life and forms the 
breeding areas for fish, algae and ofher life famrs. Apart frmn this. the reef area was far k n  dead - indeed perfectly healthy. The Qld Mining 
Warden refused to accept written objections unless wihesses sppcarod for ~ o s s - e M o n  (and the case was being hcard at hisfail ,  many 
h u a W  of miles north of Brisbane. With the d y  marine biologists available hbrq$rig to the Uni of Qld who refbed pamission for them to 
testify, it was a perfect m p 1 e  of e Qld govmmmt set-v, and was to bappen m y  lLnes in the intmeniag years with oil exploration @ts 
and other forms of reef exploitation Nevatheless Judith Wright and her gallant hd, with help from young Uni students from the Littoral 
Society and good publicity from the newly opened Brisbane office of The Ausbdian' nelvspaper, Dr Don McMichael Director of the ACF 
(acting in a private capacity) and other con& people, took on the Mines Dept and put up a good enough case to raise enough public 
awareness and opposihon to cause the application to be dismissed and create a precedent agamt fiuther applications being grant& 

Of course this did not stop the state govanmat from seelag other ways to exploit the reef - applications for oil d n l h g  offshore were 
not advertised for objection as was the limestone mining proposal, so in a highly m t i v e  manner the whole 1200 miles of the Qld coastline 
was leased for prospecting, a total of some 80,920 sq. miles. The go- was bankiag on the fact that a discovery of oil or minerals led to 
an automatic license to mine, or else puthg the State in a position of having to pay cornpimation to the mining companies if, for any reason, 
the permits were withdrawn. 

The Great Barrier Reef Committee had put forward proposals for a biological survey of the reef to be funded by the state g o m a t ,  
but this was not welcomed due m doubt to the -table conclwim that would pmmt Inst& they appointed an overseas geologist Dr 
Harry Ladd to do a brief m e y  and mamxmd on its arpIoitatian. Despite the fact that his only biological qualifications, apart from king a 
shell collector, were nil -but quite sufficient for tlie governments purposes -they allowed him one whole month to survey the 1200 mite length 
to provide such desired d t  that most govt. enquitics set up to produce. A n m d  ally for the mwnat ion movement at the time was 
the Amalgmted Engmmmg Union which placed a total ban on mining on the reef. 

It was diswvered that the W e r  and 6 of his cabinet minisrters hsd accepted share alIowions from m h h g  and petroleum cwllpaaies 
oatside of the . 1 1 m l  brokerage c h d s  which wcre brPshed off by the M d s  comment "If minis- are interested and prepared to back 
companies m this cornby, then these are the men we wmL" Also at h s  time the Commmwedth govmef l t  was being pressured to intervene 
to save the reef, which resulted in the greatest foot and mouth comment perhaps ever made, by Qld Minister for Mines Mr Camm who 
suggested that the only way to save the Great Barrier Reef for Qufmsand "was to develop it" which resulted in an editorial in the 'Australian' as 
"Consesvation this week took a historic step forward, Mr Camm revealed that the anly way to save the Reef for Australia is to drill it full of oil 
wells with the greatest possible sped  ... Mr Camm's prescience in approving oil q la rahan  permits means, fartunately, that no time need be 
lost in putting the defensive plan into d o n . "  

Of course the possibility of just one major oil spill (as had happed in every oil ddhg venture around the world) destroying this 
world wonder did not come into it - especially when m e  has shares and was thrnlong of the future of Qld wo rkers...... The Wildlife 
Commation Society conMue$ lobbying. fighting, -sing, pubtic s u m  and importantly - delaying implementation of this madcap 
scheme, exposing the butations of f M  - state rights. poljtid egos, ond showed that scientific I%$, appreciation of beauty, love of one's 
country, and most importantly the natural ecosystem mean 110- to governments whose vision d w m Y  extend byond their egos, or wallets. 

If we put a herd of goats in charge - what else would you expect? 



A N m E A L ~ G l F T T Q Y ~ B . A V O ~ Y ~ ~ - ~ ~ B Y ~  SEUSS 
Evertriedtoaqr~thereliginndrrmramie~(~~un-)toyomkidg~ra.~o~ &&even 

try-letDr.Seussdoitfaryon Btryhgpobdcrtor"s"IheImx~~ ( ~ ~ ~ & i W ~ ~ w h o ~ n e v a g r o ~ u p  
andWthaaup1 M t h i s ' W k f o r t h P , ~ ~ a b l e ' ~ h M t a b d a s i t w a s :  
Waybackiathedqswhenthegrasswasz!istingwa ~thepandt~asshllwet andtheclnndswerestillchm adthesangofthe 
S m m r a n g o u t k v  c m e ~ I ~ t o t h i s ~ r m g ~ ~  
&dXfirstsawtbeb-wsl TI~eTmWaTrres! T h e ~ ~ - c o ~ ~ a f t h e ~ T r e e s l  Mileaftermileinthefreshmom@ 
b r e a . "  Tknletthanreadhv 
"Inno ~atall,EhadMtasmallshop\ThenI~dawna~T114e~anechop\Andwithgreatskilful skill andwithgreat 
s p e e d y s p e e Q \ I t o o k t k s o f t ~ a n d I l c n i r t e n a ~ *  A n d ~ ~ ~ i s a ~  
'A Thed's a FkwSmdmg-W-Nf-PeonlR-M" ~ g y g  its immka, the scomge ofthe T* T m .  T matit no  ham^ I mast truly did 
not,"$eadds: " B r r t I j u s t h e d t o p w ~  SobiggerIgot I h i ~ m y E w t q .  Xbiggenedmyroads. Ibigyxdmywagcms. lbiggered 
t h e l o a d s o f t h e ~ I s h i p p e d o n f  Iwasshi@ngthemfarthtotheSardhl TokEastl Tothewat! TotheNorth1 Iwentrightan 
bigpering ..... sehgmoreThneods. A n d I ~ r n y m a n e y , ~ m e r y c m e ~ "  Andmitgwsrmtil "WeMaloudwhackl\ 
F m o u ~ d e i n t h e f ~ e I d S ~ a m e a s ~ s m a c k \ a f m a x c m a ~  Thenwe~~treefalt\ThevarylastT~?'reeofthemdl" 

T h e 1 a s t o f ~ T n r f f u l a T ~ o f u r m s e ~ ~ M a f t h e ~ ~ t h p : ~ a f t h p : s a c i e t y ~ ~ e d o n h t r e e s ~ t  
a l s o m e a n s t h e ~ a f a w d d i n w h i c h o n l y  "the&kkbpsgmws\andthewindsmells d ~ ~ s ~ ~ r w h e n i t  blows\mdnobirds 
ever sing emqt ing  old ~ws . .~ . ' . . . ."  

Withhmnaur, pehyaud',' ' " g 
. ,  . 

'' ~ ~ ~ 5 e n s s s a i d i t a l l - b a E k m 1 9 7 1 . !  
ABookrwlm byColhAndersen. (Ed Wcmmitfmw--.thenmwemMy)doingombestto-he 
~ a f ~ l i f e o n a ~ 1 y ~ p a n e t , ~ i t e t h e ~ l e ~ o n r & ~ d e m a a d s , d t h e ~ b l e  
prwwes we place on our biosphere. 

RAJlWOREST m Y  - F U l m G  OlniibpcaP- ON TEIE INCREASE 
I t w a s c m c e ~ ~ m m m k n n ~ ~ Q l d t o  SheNSWNarthCoast btb~rt&mdpr.lineianumbers~tohabitatlorrsand 

the introduction oft& exotic lMdmads Pipe plant w h h  canhim a snbstfmce taxic to thr: bntterfty l a m  t qhg  to feed on it, This plant has 
~ d e r ~ h o ~ ' i n i n S a m e b i a ~ s h r m l d t b e g m w ~ e .  

I t i s m ~ k m g a g a o d ~ t h a n L s t a  "v action mreplaatingthe2 s p c k  ofArtstolc~hia the cakqilh rely on, and is 
c a m m a a l y s e e n i n ~ a r e a s w i k i t s o r r g m a t ~  ~ d & ~ t o b e ~ i n ~ e p t e m b e r a n d ~ t h o u g h a t h i ~ d t i &  
Novemberisthekstmbn~,wkeepyameyedfmit.cRhEnmitsarea Ycmcan'tmissthis~-itisaImast3inchesacross,themale 
velvety black with gmm mmEngs on t6p while ibe rmdemde is black, b h g m u  mid yellow. AWI-rmen is rich yellow, b k k k h  laterally. 

TEAT O r n N  carno- PLANT-c- - IS mmA3OIPI: QUT OF C O r n O L  
ArecentnqmLstatedthat " " is~~mtonsingthe~asfnelforan~tygen~tionplantmtheNSWNorth 

Coast,tammme 150,000tormesafwwd~yesr.  ~wasclarmedhtthisistheamormtthe~volurneisincreasioganaually, 
burning that amotmt should hold !mck its n m s m t  spxd 

2 50,000 m m a  seems a h g e  ~olrrme  of^^ m q p ~ ~ ~ j a s s f m m  ane speck in a single region - rmrst be a wrst number of 
s e e d l i a g s a n d a m p i d p w t h o f ~ p l r m t s  MillinnSamgem&&@ ha&S~Parests~tethatmav~miltable 
Eucalypt~0uldcontainabont7~a~ly~old~~~a~20trrrmes~afnlltmcklaadoflogs). Tdsppposethatalaqe 
camphorwauldbeappx 3 lnnnes-oathatbasis50,000matnrelreeswmddk~ammally. TUP. ... Notaearlyenoughl 

J m ~ ~ ~ . 9 ~ s t i m r y p t m C ~ - h e i s ~ f f y l ~ f a r a l i n k ~ ~ t h e m a n d m ~ ~ s e e d ~ t y o f  
Neoiftsm msmlasim~~rs. Hc d d a s  that the species is now rdmast d&mt inall Eampvlr mf&d nreas of the northan nvers, and 
information h m  Royal tidank Gardms shorn a mae 5% gmnimhau snccess aver the pant 15 years. I gather he is 1- for the culprit iu 
m p h m  pollen cr flowers as ane referem states 'all prts of the tree me exbmdy toldc', or that the natmal porntor of the Bolly Gum, 

the native ke T r i m ,  is bemg 1mk~1& by wqhqden 0rmzt.a. 

FORESTS MiBE3TR SI'ATEMEWFS ARE BEClOMXNG ~~~ OlYTMGEOU$; IGNOBANT AM) !iTUPID 
Thef~ministerfarfarests~~s~lategtpearlofwisdam~vasin~mtothosedreadfirlfitesh~outthe 

contiaent what he blamed the NSW govmmmtforthe ou thmh  h m s e  "rhpyare not thmning the fax&. Botanists I have spokefl to, aud 
leading &c foresters all tell me that the farem and N a b d  Parks all n m d m  and Ifwe danr do it, wi ldhs will do ~t for us". 
Now, he didn't a m e  my botanist or acadermc who told him this, so perhaps he daeamed of their advice7 M y  the NSW govt is in the gua - 
QlcL,NT. W A h a r e h a d h j u s t a s W t h i s ~ , s s h a v e u m U %  brrtthqwerenotcsltickxlirarpoorforestpractises. Aswell, 
he&~4nominatewhetheromf~~re~rg~yearmii'~~mqmshollld&~ NotawordaboutRF-afterall 
they are forests, by nature a closed canopy. Thkmhg W ensare their desh.nctirm men without fire. Nor m explrmatim of why naturally 
thinnen forests ( w d h d s )  and gtwlands d m  tbe same dwnatic fires wbm w- eondiOcmf; are right Bit hsrd to thin a gmshud, 
anyway, Wilson. 

The NSW Fire Chiefwas highly c r X 4  of those ccnmneflts aud stated most nrlnmwtly that the only way we could prevent bushtires 
wouldlxtobitlrmenthewho1e " .  t ~ C a p e Y a r k t o B a s s S t m i ~ a n d ~ e a s t t o ~  

It oftm mikm me that some e k m k s ,  mnst be made np of a majdty of m ~ m n s  wha regdmly vate in very odd individuals to govern 
andrepmmtthem. Iamalsosrrmewhat ' , dbyP+=- 

. - 
whn i d &  snch peopk in the nhktry. W e  really do need wise, 

intelligent and hwledgeable and women to effdvely lad tLus mih to ovemme the pmblans and in jus th  that aEect us. Not snuat- 
alms M o  regularly mislead. whip up ill-kliq and d d i h a k l y  crmk w-J' divisions. People geueady, but politicians espiaTly need 
to use theit brains before they open their mps. 



LACK OF OIL WILL BX4KE~FIEEFI-E- ANYWAY 
We have just ken given a wamrng that we ignore at our perit. The wurId's oil reamps are diminishing at a w i d  rate - that'a why 

tbse big 'm in petrol prim have started AS fast as 02 prdneing natirms theit expIoitatiOn, e l y  world 
eeonomic growth unmdkde1.y cormma any a d d i W  outpnt. When just thr: Chiaese and Indian popnlations demaad for motor cars rmkhes 
the IdeveIopsd nation$, our oil will be pimdmd in no time. O t h u ~ s l a q  Ahm and Etrropn ~rmtries am also inmmhg th& 
vehicb ownemhip 

Figures &y p b W  (9.9.2000) show that hm the dawn of time to 1973,225 Hiun btme)s weru u s d  S h  1973 another 
575 billion were c m m m d  An &hated 1000 bilIian bauds rtmnh - at pregent rates of cxmmqt i~ f l  enough forjust 36 years. A doubling of 
vehiclesinsay 10~~dduseeveryM&mbytheycrrr2023. C a l ~ ~ r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e i r ~ v o l ~ i n t h e f i r s t I R o f t h i s  
year increased by 6.7%. That is at a rate of doubhng camptian & Z I years, wd we do haw: a parthlarly saturated vehicle market. 

So youtre only got 20 yean to Pisit the farats in the manner in which you have k n  awwbmd, so you'd better get out there quick1 
After that, you will have to walk there, go by imh (few forests are mar a mil line though) or pedal. 

FTREKER EXTENSIVE FORPJSTS AM) LOGGING IUGElTS EAVE FALJXN INTO OVERSUS CONTROL 
The mainly EngIish owned rndthtional Rio Tinto has acqnired a very h g c  armrmt of Tasmanian farest, and wmddipping 

rim by its t&eovcr of yet anotha Oz company -North B& Hill Ltd Both tlrc (wcre) mining canpanis arld that's how they treat all 
resources - nothing mtahtble in their @ms. North's weren't m o d  far thm m e  in expbitmg our tim&r mums, but at Ieast they 
had to adwe both oficinl and societ)rs criticism and were pmbably not as blatant in their operations *s 'abmtm landlords1 are often accused 
of being. It wilI 'be iakmtq to see wfiat ev- fKun W s  grabb 

'North Forest Products1 lncIDdes species as a s o w  of wrrodchip. G k d  it ecports 3.4 millien tomes of chips as well as 700,000 
tonne domestic It lm a 10 year mtract to plunder Tammian farests and owns 4 chip d s  impplyins 10% of Japan's hard- woodchips. It 
has a 43% share of olu exports and had a "long term of ~ l l l v m h g  its mid forest intD d y p t  tree th-ms". 
Footnote: Rio has also p i W  up the ~ u b 1 ~ e  Ranger &mine jtbird Isrgestumuum producet ia the wdd) plus that terribly 
controversial JabiIuka mine in the heart of WL. As weU, Rio mw mpletely owns most of out share of the world's diamonds - t h e  just 
taken over Ashtan M*. Olrr total a t e g o o d s  industry, conveniently amassed by Email will somi be in foreiga hands and I admit to being 
bemused, and as a donalist absalutely shnmed, that the population is crrmpletely t m m d  at being in the hands of mostly ovemxa 
controlled mutiaatids in most facets of ow &airs. Once you lose cant101 of E m ,  w m m ~ e n s ,  medin, en=, agricultd systems 
and other ephemeral activities, you can kiss goodbye to dctc&g. managmeat of the e n v i m t  or other basic aoeds of society. I often 
wonder why we allow this situation to develop. 

GENETIC MODIEICATION TO PREVENT OR CONTRQL PLANT FLOWERING SOON TO BE LET LOOSE 
TheAimeMinista's~%300.00QPrizef~bSrjaacewaswaabytwo~fordisoovesinga~gcneinptantsthrrt 

cdmh flowering. It is expected that ornamentals IE made to bloom & peak rlrmrmd t ima and so marcimise profits. Forest h-ee species could 
be made to defm f l o w  so that energy c m t l y  wasted in this mmmssary habit goes into n d m k i n g  wood mwth. Presto - an increase in 
yield md earlier hanwhg! Mr. and Ms g.0.d can thus have thcir own go at &an and totalIy change the evolved habits of the forest species 
that are able to survive xwh mosif~catl~~rl to tkir food supply. W e  can name mths, butk-flieg, W e s ,  Hamyeater birds, insectivorous bats 
and birds, h i t  bats, possums, gliders and mmy 0 t h  anjmals tbat wslI be directly affetted by an absence of pllm and nectar, and as many 
again that prey on w have a symbiotic relationship with f l m  reliant we. These d I  be absolute q e  if the regular and customary 
mapy sources are unavailable to those dependant rm them, and massive local exhdm. Could @& tree species reproduction sysmm be 
altered? Whnt if the M e  escapes h m  the bottle -will it a£F& m-wet pplants? Admtage weeds? We don't know. 

I have cons ihb le  admiration for the s c i d c  cammmiiy, but such mqmnsibirlity l a v a  me extremely comxmd, and a m o w  
Snch deliberate manipulation which must he dire ca-s to bicxliversity, done in the name of ~ m m c  advantage by inkfigeat and 
educated people is frightcuing. YOU d be &mitable and say n?adam Gaia fargive them for they how not what they do! They do 
though ...... and will no doubt make a lot more m o q  f h tn  such ventnres. 

On G w  Richard h g a n  Ineluded in a 1- "Tbme have been many crops mxlifjd to be mistant to Glyphsate based weed kiIlers to 
&OW broadam sprayjag to control weeds withaut harming the crops. Th~s earmot be good for the enhmnent due to runoff of this chemical 
(some pundits claim this is a hadm ch& yet DDT was also said to be safe). I d seeing some school kids being sptayed in bulk with 
DDX a l l  I say is shouldn't we think befm we leap into smne brave new world? Now they wish to k l u d e  the banaia that a marketed as Dipel 
into various Brassica plants for protection against C B ~ ~ .  Sure, this spray seems to be quite safe at cment usage, but what happeds whm 
this is combined with the DNA of a plant? A gene m d d d  potato in England was approved as 'safet , though strange th~that the very pcople who 
ate fhem got r a b  ill due to a taxin p m h d  in those potatoes caused fmn the cclmpmt that was included I am hmified that thete is a 
good chance of such geaes sin-, &am pollinaton by native or f d  k into weds or native plaats. Such event could destroy any landscape 
thsr many of us have labured to protect, or repair. Why wuht it be possible for, say, Soy Bean genes to transfer to GIycirre spp 7 This could 
possibly m t e  a mthes hard-tdeal-with hybrid, with not d y  unexpected vigour but also hmbicide res i s e . .  Since such mistaace is 
becoming a larger reality for Glysphosatc bas& kilfers all the time, the soldon to the problem belng a d v M  is not to find an enviro fiendly 
solution, but to increase the pprt ion  of GIypktosate in each crmtainer. What a sorry state of a f h h  this is!!" 

MANY TRAWLLWG STOCK ROUTES PASS THRO- OUR COASTAL FORESTS 
ThesewereImownInthe ~~~~YhelnugpaddocIt'andwereset~ide~ngh~utonr~dareasasreservesforthedroving 

of sheep and cattle. Some of the more famous were the Birdsville Track, Canning, and M m j i  which went for very long ilishces. how eve^ 
numerous routes miss msed many coastal and island districts. Sinw droving ceased they are m t y  used, a h  only in draught times by 1 4  
farmers lwking for some grass as feed r y e  been reading of the situatim in NSW - X haven't any details of those in other States, though expect 
that in Victorjn at least, most were sold off under Kennetts slash and bum, flog it off policy, but bust that Qld, too, has retamed its network. 
Perhaps someone could tell us of their status? 

Tt is thought that as much as 3% of NSW is still mimed far this pntpose. They are of vital imprtmx to wildlife which use them as 
refuges h agricultural, practices, particdmly in the inland They are rich in biodiversity - an exampIe given was ttte Nine Mile Cowal (what 
a delightful name) n w  T m e  in central NSW wbm over 130 species of plants and animrlls were found, including rare buds, elusive 
Echidnas and endangered Bats. Owls are well repmmkd and a m p l i b  boom and bust in the haven. of ImdisturW waterways and now rim 
old-growth box trees. Biadiversity srwives becauseof the ~~t regime imp& QU the XRs and assaciated lcampjng' reserves - short 
spells of relatively high gmkg pressu~es as opposed to li&t but canstant pressure etsewhere.. 

The report says that many TSRs mtain remnrlnr vegetatian aad "bemg the last examples of the country that greeted our pioneer 
fmbms." 



A S P I L ~ I O N  OF IKCRRESTING TOPICS FROM PUBLICATIONS RZCENTLY RECETVED 
'Frog & Tadpole Society' Sept. N&. The fimgus apfimgus to Ix spradhg in the wild and in wuections, 

and it seems that no location where it has baea found is abic., at this h, to be tmterl to restore it to o disease ftee state. There is a list of 
precautions b t  should be taken to avoid spmding this ecoIogical diwhr, and same methods to protect existing collections of b g s  that may 
k d m d y  affected,. ... 
?he ~reeo~ree two item9 wwanted two items- gaodption of dhlxibutin, habittat i&&cBtim, diet, bredng and 
captive care. T I ~ Z  d&1y to the species iW, and to all of us who delight in sighting or hearrng this animaI - it is probably the most 
popular frog to very m y  peopIe wka will be upset to hem that there have been recent reparts of massive deaths of them in northern NSW & 
southem Qld. As well. they seem to have decW ccmsibbly  mund Sydney and coastal regions. Nntiad Pmks (and all of us?) are 
concerned at this situation and is initiating various surveys into the frees' p m t  status. Assistance from the wider community wiU be sought 
to assist in the investigation. 
Two fish species were nominated a s  Sinuth~ontbaa Soft Spined Rainbow Fish Rhadinocentris omam is 
one. Tbe hrtrd to get Galaxiella pusiIIa - naw an edangaed species in Victoria, but still available in SA. is ideal as they only grow to 3 cm 
and have tiny mouths. Toke appropriate precautions to prevent spreading any Chymmd. 
(Ed. Chny Ddy mmtioned in conversation that ClrynY ftxgus was thought to have been introduced with a d g m m t  of Utqical fish 
for the aquarium trade about a decade ago. So much for fm  tTztde, I well remember opposition fhrn Gsh Wefs in the late 70's at prnposed 
legislation to ban the import of exotic aquarium species. U n f m t e l y  lheir stsategy was sucoessful, they made a quid for a while, but at what 
cost to our fkogs (so far) and whatever else that may be affected at a law time7 Ourselves, I wondm? 

'Waves' Spring issue hitd a thought provoking ikm on && This animal is thought to have the highest himaass of any multi-cellular 
organism on Earth. They form the backbone ofthe Southan Ocean -stan and me a 'keystone1 speck. Xf the krill were to disappear, all the 
creatures which feed on than would rtlso disappear. In general, most mimals bigger h u  krill wlll at it from whales to seabirds. At the other 
wbme, krill will eat just about anything smaller than hmseIvarr - diatoms, diuoflagellates, smaller zooplankton, algae, or even other krill. 
This 'bottleneck' betwem what hill  eat and what eats krill makes mything that fleets their n u m b  of huge himpartnnce to the rest of the 
msystern. Olobnl wnrmiog, ozone dqletion, or overfishing could well llave some consequence to &ir situation. We, as in humans, haven't 
quite figured out what to do with Lhem apart b m  use as f e d  for fish fifilrms but no doubt some of our best economic brains are working overtime 
on how to exploit such a wasted resource. 
The prior issue gave a history on the L!uc&wk- Thy were fust targeted in the 1970's aRer locating pre-spawning 
agpgations off the east coast. Estimates of th bio- at the time, of dimvery were betwem 13 and 18,000 tomes. Cwrent estimates range 
between 700 and 2600 tonnes. h e f f c t  we exploited the mclurce in an intensive and unsustainable manner for a brief 15 years and have 
placed it on the 'be weful or it d l  b a m e  extinct1 list 

OctoWs "BRAIN (The Node)" was NI of material of inbest to Brisbane and S.E.Qld I Nthn ETSW peopIe and included . . -a W a b  RF Garden . . ' by member Collem Kema &David S o m ~ c ;  
The Tarm Story (an extensive iW planting add remnant restoration project in the original B&m&mx@ and an extensive 

demI of Tile Role of Mated Tms in Facilitating T m  S d h g  R d m t  at a Depded STRF Site' (at Cnnungra). That N5 is received by 
WSG as an 'exchange' (as mangeti by Rmmth McClymont and T); the Network is a Rrisbane City Council spansered Bushare group and l'd 
suggest that l d  RF enthusiasts night consider h m i n g  involved with i t  Always a heap of activities in loud W, worksl~ops and fonuns to 
increase your knowledge. Often wish I codd get to some of their outhqy. 

'Hawkesrbury RB Nemork's October NL inc1uded wmpreh&ve articles on -and 
-and wet1 as items on morc gemmil aad locally specific topics. Another ecologically-minded group well worth the 
interest and support of people in that region. Robin W&, Iong time member and strong supporter of WSG has a great involvement in the 
Network and sent 1s rccent N b  for my interest and our mfmence. The rccmt ACM had a speaker (hm Grcsening Australia) on Man&& 1 
Remnant RF on Farms which would have been of mt appeal to m y  of us. I hope to quote some of the wri1'e up of Sydney's surviving RF in a 
later N/L when space permits. 

'OUR A B C' RECENTLY BROADCAST A RADIO SERTES "THE PEOPLES FOREST" 
This was on 3 Sundays last AugusU Sept. and included iutesviews with well known RF people including Robert Kooyman, Nan 

Nicholson, bush regenesatom, foresters, loggers, ~mcmationists etc. Thm were two comments that I was taken with - an old fellow who said 
(re Camphor1aurels) Trt took just a few people a few y a m  to clear all of Ute Big Scrub lmt century - are you saying that today we can't take out 
that d just as quick, don't you young Mokcs like Tlle other m s  a T a m m h  logger claiming "we have to clear all the trees in our 
forests to ensure thRt fill the regrowth consists of 'pzfect treed''. I-fc wasnY asked what a perfect Irec is. Was it syrnmetri~ally shaped? Flower 
profuselt(l Have palatable h i U  seed? Grow with limited water availability? S h v c  bushtkeg? Emit 10 times the normal oxygen and take up 
20 times expected carbon dioxide mtd so reverse ihe looming G ~ ~ ~ o u s I :  disaster? Or should it be 200 feet tall with a 10 foot girth reaching 
such size in 3 years from seeding? Itleal for veneer/ for sawlogsf for wmiciupl or for cabinet timber? One will never know, he didn't say. 
Which choice is kst for our, and t h ~  phets  survival? 
Footnote: One must alwtys rejoice when the ABC reports on matters that affect all of us who reside in Oz. The latest disclosure that the 
broadcaster is to cut its news md current affairs budget by 4% plus W o n  while increasing the pay of new executives by a considerable 
amount. It's a s m g e  system of priorities; then agam neither bmch of our political party has an interest in & that we be well informed 
of national or l d  matters or else we might do something about it. I wonder about the chap now running the ABC and of his short term agenda 
I bust that it was not a political appintmmL Nter all the chairma is a frimd of om m e  minister, the deputy is a lady whose past m e a t s  
b&ve bern extremely right wing, while baard membas include past agile L i M  party wheelers and dealers. I 
wonder if others get the f'ling that inmeasingly niggles me, as a once avid ABC fan, is that Lis-g to the wireless seems just like reading 
M y s  paper twice - so much air-time of current afirm, f-1-ins and fcatures is made up of repeats. AlI .in the name of cost cutting, rather than 
informing and educating h c h  I believe was, or should hnw ken, in the Corporation's charter. They did have a most illuminating Tour Comers' 
program abut  the timber industry though - the decision m&m aid masters of our destiny, Ministers and Premiers. Some nasty ones there and 
blatant about it, tao, 

It is a sorry state of affairs when so many parliamen- h e  W y  lost any vestige of ink&@ and aedib'ity, the Reith affair is 
the latest example; the PM said "I believc Reith is a fool" &fore turn we had "The muddl~h& Wombatn, as described by his lender at the 
time when N.P. member Michael Cobb was king found guilty of stealing fbm the taxpayers. Soon after, Liberal senator W d  was convicted 
of stealing from us also. Neither of than went to gaol - they surely deserved it though. Colstw, cx labor is back in the firing line over28 
counts of r o w  and now we see the sh- that QId Labor bas been up to. Some of us don't want to be be run by fools, wombats,crooks 
and Slubberdegulhons so I wonder why electors vote for such people. Maybe the majority have the same attributes? 



SALIM[TY HAS STARTED T0A;FFECT SOME FORESTS AND FlMI&Y W E  CANBERRA TAKE SOME ACTXON 
The federal g o m t ,  in mid October, ~o~ a seven page Action Plan, pmkbd inta this r e p m e  by a concexned electorat9 

whichhas been urging a recognition of this threat to our prcductive arees as well as affecting the mtmd laadscape. It seems that 5% of 
cultivated laad is smiously all'ectd by salt, md at the current rate of degdation, 22% of our fd land will be yseless within 50 years. 
Scientists, farmerrs and c a m a t i d  agree thnt it will cost three and a half billion dollars cas&xit to alleviate tb problem 

The govcmment will commit $700 miIlian over 7 years for wurb in 20 lughly affect.& catchments in an attempt to improve the 
condition of vegetation;, address building and soad dee;rad&ion; protect aud rehabilitate priority waterways, flood plaiws and wetlands It is 
known that a third of our rivers are in an extremely wr adi t ion  while most othcrs ELIT in various stages of pollution, $100 million a year will 
go nowhere, and a s  aa exampIe ofthe lack of interest in tbis bastc resource, an additional $500 million will b spcnt this year (on top of the 13 
biIlion dollars budgeted) on defence. Ova billion dollars was spent on the olympics, and Mr Howard spent $44 milIion on the quick as a 
flash pwalympics, while our Sports Cammission done gets over %W million e v q  year. Sport is of come an important subject to m y  people, 
but one wuld that without adequate f m i  and water, lim and games woutd bz non existent Before too long, the proper odm of 
priorities will have to bz determined -just as scxn as we seIwt wple who have out basic interem as their priority. 

Every State has major catchments severely degraded. The 20 nomiaatsd for initial atteation include the Qrd (and only a few years of 
mcentrated exploitation of this one), 4 others in WA, I Tas, 2 SA, 4 Vic, 2 Qld, 4 NSW and jointly Balome - M o a  & Border Rivers of 
NSW/ Qld. An accompanying map shows how widespread is the that - abovt a quarter d Qld From west of Cairns and all down the mist, well 
over 50% of NSW and Vic, tIlc Southeast of SA and Southwest of WA. 

An associated requirement of The Plan' is an insBtance that property rights be gkm for misting water allowrmces. W s  a big 
Wd for thax lucky enough to have baen given a £me irrigation heme aad is a further example of the traasfer of public assets to bcnefit 
I h v o ~  individuals. The property right idea will c m p I  govcrmnentz to buy back o v d m t i o n a  ofwater for cnknmenM pnpses., which 
could weU dissuade some h m  taking necessary action because of competing demands for always limited funds. 

hportantly though, Commonwealth investment will be contingent upon land clearing being prohibited in areas where it would lead to 
u n a w b l e  lmd or water degradation.' Wow, this is serious stuaT 

COWJXBUTlONS (SZTGGESTIONS, TBEORIES, EXPEBIEN(SES) WANTED FOR TOPICS IN THE 
NEXT NIL 

There ate two matters that X would Iike to cover in some detail and I woold appreciate input Erom as many membets as possible. I am 1 
in two about thamdmW - its --lot ~~ has been most disappointing); Wendy's earlier mentian of 
her disappoinment at some results, Secondly, what do we make of such vogue motherhood akmeuts as 

A h m  klls etc. when I heard some industq Iobbyist cummmting about 
becoming bore sustainable'. My simple intelligence cunsiders that an d o n  is either sustainable, or it isn't; there can be no degree of 
srrstainability - or am I wrong7 'Ihc ather matter raised was ming the NSW h d s  press reIease on that ever wing Silicon Smelter - 
Charcoal proposal which included 'lnitiol c M  supplies would corn h m  &ill residues, offcuts and 
I am &nte$ after being told for years [mturies?) that logging thc forests is cmpletely sustainable, but now, we have to go bock into those 
same forests md pull out all those big stumps - d l  that remruns of once majestic old growth forests. Just imagine the damsge and devastation 
resulting in wxssin~, p u h g  out and removing those relics. 

A local m m k r  of APS, Royal Pullen, has passed on to me some of his thoughts on ESD etc and I will use these as a basis for ongoing 
discussion. 

BIUEF UPDATE ON WORLD HERITAGE AREAS 1 
Kakadn: Cane Toads v t e d  to reach the Park by the a d  of the year. This is a bit earlier than origmdly estimated but are still 

expted to have a majm effect on rhe Top End ecology. 
Great Barrier Reef: The Malaysia ship that 'ran aground' ahrafterbeing well off come will hopeNly cam Little damage to Id 

ecology, It seems that 7,000 ships a. year travel thmugh the inner red2 geuml1y without pilots. It hrts been determined that each ship and its 
cargo is'of far more importance to us thaa is the Reef itself. I suppose they are right - you can always import fish and ftnd new places for 
tourists if the Barrier Reef does an environmental cattistrophe, 

YOU COULD SPEND THE BULK OF YOUR FRE TIME IN SUBMISSIONS INTO ENVIRONMENTAL ENQrrWIlPlS 
Yon mary recall me mentioning Td repondd to the Mamghg N a h d  Rmm in R i d  Ch for a Sustainable Futurd discussion papa 

for huelaping a national policy. It transpires that almost 500 iadividuals made a submission on this miaI  topic. That is one in 40,000 people; 
an average of 3 r e p o m  to each mtional eiechak. Rn not sure whe&ex to be overjoyed that 2 other people in my electorate of Lyne were 
conceraed enough to be hmlvtxl, or disappointed W t  79,997 other voters didnY know, care or give a stuffabout enviromataI, social and 
ecanornic issues that will m 1 y  affect them in the near funUe, 

Now there is an kms Papar relating to an 'tddependant 3bqh-y into Coastat Ides'. pur, out by the Hdthy Rivers Commission. 
(NSW). Written submissions will lx m i v d  until 13th I k e m k  and public brings will Ix held at 8 coastal venues prior to the closing 
date. I will prepare a submission on this one too, as I believe it is aIso impartant Same highlighted poi& in the Xssues Paper are "One coastal 
lake in NSW (out of 87) mmains in e krrly prfstine candition" .. Ov~looked by ~e10pcrs, exploiters and pofiticians.,? This is Nadgee 
Lagoon on the far south mast. There are a dairsn near pristine M e  about half are b u g g d  to various degrees and near a third ate as yet not 
too degraded. "Caastd lakes are the most sensitive of dl estuaries to h n m a ~  iutervention" "Each coastal lake is unique in its ecology, 
human values and Intcmlatlonships" etc. There are many aspects that could be commented on. Copies of the Paper can be obtained b r n  
phone 02 9231 2977, freedl 1800 g 18 369 or E-mail rivemm@hrc.nsw.govVau Worth Iwking at even if you do not intend to put your view. 

DOH YATES SUCCESSFUL IN SECURTNG PROTECTION FOR HERVEY BAY'S REMNANT RF 
PATCsES 

Dw said "Thaak you for your ermlinued s~rpport for prwming our mmmt RF patches" (Ed. I m t e  a letk as requested). "Without 
this sort of help tasks like this can lx ovenvhelrmng fa individuah who mmetims think they have bitten off more than they can chew. 
However we have saved the m t s ;  the larger one near where I live (abut 8 acres) will be resewed as a habitat for endangered muds. My 
job for evennore will k to help in maintahhg .these rwmar~ts and hopefully with the publicity gained, other Councils will hy to outdo us with 
the copycat m e h d  I disc it is not much to save against what we are losing Pach m, it's a matter of starting somewhere and hoping it 
catches on." Weil done, Don. He had lobbied be led Counc~l to protect the sites over a long period, and was also supported by the I d  
Bushcsre coordinator who wasi impressad by the arms too. 



Footnote: It is really great to see the involvement of individuals in an o h - s m n h g  thankless task to sape or *re aaeas of native vegetation. 
Many RFSG people have an interest in this, and their influence is wide and varied Members like DM md Caroline have taken on challenges to 

official recognition of important or unique ~ ~ t s ,  others t b ~ &  Bush Regenmatian, d ~ t i o n ,  w rangas, local landcare involvement, 
w j e s  identification and surveys, supplyhg p h t s  for restamtiun, owning your own patch etc. We da haw a lot of aware and concerned 
w p l e  in our ranks and I feel it m honour to be assmiafed with ;rmch individuals. 

A BIT ABOUT BATS 
Fmr old Flying Foxes are getting it tough during this dry perid For the first time since we moved here, 9 years ago, W e  them 

wt@t up in power h e s  at Wauchope and obviousIy electmute3 No doubt while seeking h i t  and blossom in urban areas. Anyway, the 
Flying Fax Infomation and Coma t ion  Nmark of PO Box 436 Nimbin 2480 has put out a great little brochure on 'Australian Bats'. 

Their bmliure aims to provide mme facts about these important animals, their environment and potential disease problems. There 
are two wbrordm Miemchimprera (hmxtivmus or microbats) and Megac~iiroprm (flying foxes or megabats). There are 58 species of 
ixwdvoraus bats in 9 - all are smdl and would fit into the palm of your hand. Srrme adults weigh jusl4 gram, the 'giants' of the sub wda. 
perhaps 150g or a mere 5 ounces. Thcy hunt insects at night - we alten see thrm here around dusk - and in daylight prefer to roost in caves, 
ruck nevices, tree hollows and under bark Due to bss of much oftheir habitaf they have lcanred to m p y  various man-made structures (like 
in the old house h m ,  aad even in the (defunct) cool rn on o d a m  when tbc door had been left qxnl They hibanate during winter. 

There are 4 maidand spcies of Flying Fox - Grey4eadd, Black, Spactacld and Little Red. They prefer coastal areas, though the 
Little R d  can k seen inland in NSW, Qld a d  NT. AduIt Flying Foxes s k  ranges Eom 300g to lkg and wingspan can reach 1.6m. Though 
often referred to tls Fmit Bats, their rmiu f d  is neetsr and pollen. They do not Ilikmte as they are extremely mobile aad follow the 
blossoming of native vegetation. 

LAND CLEARING CAP A COSTLY APPlWXMENT..... SAYS AN ECONOMIST CONSULTANT 
In the Financial Review of 24th August, a repr-tiye of C8nba-m'~ ACIL Consulting (wwking with Agf'rce, a QId farmers group) 

mte that C&y the numbers lwk impressive -300,000 Iw a yeat (clearing) sosounds e lot! Sure d w .  The lme figure, according to 
government is about 450,000 ha., and it sounds mnch l o rn  to me. He  ti^ twice 'effectively addresses the qucstion of ecologically 
sustainable Iand clearing' ... 'A cap would actually prevcnt smzhable clearing of lnnd - und&g this ESD - wlogically sustainable 
devdopment!.. 'A c o m m t i o n  sy- could o w  though and involve the C a m m n M &  buying back clearing rights more selectively! 
Only when the mvironmcntal benefit exceeded the foregane value of daring would n sale of a clearing right m.' He was particularly 
concerned thnt 'economic benefits associated wifh hi& farm productian would be d c e d  for quite possibly no environmental benef t. In 
fact, having a hectare based cap, it auld have the pervm effect of f b g  clearing of the heavier ralher thnn more lightly covered thM 
country." hn not sure what this m m s  and wonder whether biased W entl~wikis should ride s l i o tp  an your favodte local patch of closed 
canopy vegetation? 

A daughter lives in C m b  so I &fed k to  tact this bloke with his cdd findinns, which she did and was not i m p r e ~ 4  with his 
amwas. Said he soundad pretty yo= and didn't wm to h o w  much and she wa9 surprised at some of his replies. 

I sort of wonder how anyone on the plrmet could believe that land clearing is m ecologicaliy sushhbIe nctivity. Perhrtps I should be 
that stupid and eam a heap of money -which I could thm donate to your favowtile a-tal mgmhtion 

Or I could retire and go to QueensIand to count the carwses of animals killed by vegetation cleruance. My tally for the past 3 months 
is that 21 million trees have bcen W a y c d  resultmg in the deaths of 2.3 d i m  bixds aad about the MIIE number of reptiles through the 
d d e n  loss of their immediate habitat. Cddetions are bas& on cme bird and a reptile per 10 trees and associated vegetation, plus aIlowing a 
10% surcharge due to it k i n g  springtime which is the Wtional time fw nesting and brading, so a whole generation of replacement animals 
has been lost over wide areas of die State. Pahaps Mr Beattic or minister Wclfard could c h k  my cdculations for accuracy, and amounce 
their own figures. 

A REPORT FROM CXlNNS PMNTA'IIONS DISCLOSES AN INSATIt4BI.X DEMAND FOR TZMBER PRODUCTS 
Tney say that: helping to meet the worIdls insatiable and rapdy hmmsing dmmd, invesfmmt in forestry has substantial benefits for 

the environment M m o r e  the fore- industry sustains tho& of jobs in Oz and is dedicated to reversing the c m t  $2 bdlion 
imkdmce in thba im@ e m .  (I can9 believe these fignres) - F W  product consumptian is esljmakd to be 1.87 billion cubic melres by 
the year 2010 (an increase of 380 d o n  cubic metres over 1996 cmmmptia levels). It is anticipated that by 2030, over 40% of the wood 
available to ind- will come frmn plantations. Surely the worlds nalmd fomts m o t  supply m avaage of, say, 1.2 billion cu m. d w d  
every year7 Rule of thumb calculation of one log = 7 cu m. = 170 millim mature frees felled each and w q  year. Probably a bit 
unsustaiaable. Gunas is not a big company, yet it d m  uses 1 million ttomrcs of logs a year in its manufacturing apesatims, and exports 
600,000 tomes of &p pa. 

The d&f industry too sustaided thoumds of jobs, but it was m y   bed to r d d i  phtian,  and farmers themselves at the 
behat of their repmmtaiives, and of go- voted to halve their income and h e  cansumers pay for many to exit their indumy. In 
Wauchope, we don't get any cheapa Enilk yet are paying far some supp~iers'early r e m t  as well as subsidiskg cheap milk and greater 
psofts ta the big chains. We could p y  more for wood products too, md allow some t i m h  workers to exit their acknowledged dangaous 
occupations; at the same Zime enjoying the h e f i t  of maintainiug our present forests tsd their biodiversity. 

On a social/ economic Ig-med based ssp& - with nothing to do with a KF NIL - 
China has a mrpfus of girl babies for some reason. Rather Phan upset a Pope (who they have no adhmme to or believe in his 

pronouncements) and terminate pregnancies, that nation has turned to dq off infants to Westerners who have too much money and not 
enough time to prodm their own offspring. The going rate far babies in orphanages is abut  $20,000. Each. Plus legals. China earns about a 
hundred miam dollnrs a yesr h m  thts export Now, we muld do something along these hies aud maybe the proceeds could go to fmt 
prot&on, or even on f i t y  ~emdkition? 

The other item is If the Australian e m n q  fs so healthy, why are no many of m sufferhg? I was mmewhat taken aback by 
Jackie Swift's answer to the question - "Why is the social fabric of tltls country unravelling? Becaw mast decisions made by govenunent are 
abut thc economy, the deficit, ihe dollar, mainlaming the surplm. l k e  is no agendn for mial reform, and cutting weIfarc to the bone does 
not mt There is no attention to the mvironment, no thought of our cultural lives. Thue is only profit, sport and lies," 
I Gwld not put her thoughts in a better way - and probably couldn't have got away with such statement without some criticism 

WeU - b e  run out of space and still have a big pile of items that could be of intereat to many! 
My rhnnks to e v v n e  who has contribuid to this isstre. 


