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"Truffula Trees to Gribble Grass |......... Thneeds surely created such impasse ?......... Continual Biggering
ensured this calamity came to pass." (With apologies to Dr. Seuss)

IT REALLY IS A CRAZY..... MAYBE SELF DESTRUCTIVE ..... WORLD OUT THERE

The reason this issue is late is that I have been battling to keep the plants in the revegetation area alive, and in potting on & lot of tube
stock for later use. Due to unseasonally dry conditions; we've had to water constantly to keep the plantings alive - fortunately we had over 2" rain
recently and trust this will get them on their way. However the property across the road is being 'improved' and areas of large trees and
established vegetation are being bulldozed as I write. I'm not sure which of us is the greater idiot, but I do suspect that it is me. All
environmentalists have got to be mad anyway.

GROUP ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY

The customary quarterly newsletters containing a variety of topics were published. Much of this information was supplied by
members, other detail was obtained from a variety of journals and other publications that we receive as well as from relevant current affairs and
news reports. We thank everyone who contributed to the N/L in any way whatsoever.

Iappreciate the assistance in running RFSG from Patrick Bennett with the seed bank and sundry record keeping, Joe Beskin for
printing address labels as required, and Peter Jurd in organising Brisbane members activities. And Jan Sked for her ever-prompt replies to my
enquiries and comments on SG matters. I also thank those members who took the trouble to call here at ‘Booyong' specifically to introduce
themselves in person, to renew past friendships, or just for a look at the forest and chat over a cuppa or glass.

I value the newsletters or journals that the various APS/ SGAP regions send in order to keep in touch with happenings in their state,
and the regular exchange of N/Ls from several allied groups.

The Year's accounting.
Income $ Expenditure $ Membership

Subscriptions 774 Printing & Stationery 458
Donations 15 Postage & Phone 408 Stands at 170, a small increase on the year.
Bank interest 2 Taxes 4

DR Computer 46

791 916

Balance B/F $786 Balance C/F $661

Our past printer person had problems with his (backyard) equipment and as we were his sole customer, it wasn't worth his while to
spend dollars to improve the quality. It will not be possible to have N/Ls done at anywhere near the bargain price previously, and that Never
Ever tax will of course increase our costs as well. Our bank balance is there to spend, when it drops we will need to rely on increased donations,
or else an increase in the subscription fee.

THIS N/L 1S THE VERY LAST ISSUE OF THE 20TH CENTURY.... AND FOR THE SECOND MILLENNIUM !!!

The past 100 years has been more than unfairly unkind to the forests which nature /Ms. Gaia provided to ensure some stability in order
to maintain the myriad of species that evolved over the ages. There is an increasing awareness that environmental degradation is threatening
even our very own survival though there is very strong resistance to facing up to such probability. Anyway, I sincerely hope that whatever
portion of the new century that is allotted to you, it is kind to you and yours and that hardships and traumas are avoided.... And Seasons
Greetings to all, its almost upon us now.

OUR Group's DISPLAY AT PORT MACQUARIE's SPRING FLOWER SHOW WENT WELL

Many local members assisted in this promotion of RF. People were involved in supplying foliage, plants and with various expertise;
setting up and manning our area etc. and I thank each and everyone who assisted. The table that collapsed onto Beryl's foot has been retired to
the wood heap, and afier just a couple of months her damaged big toe has almost recovered, though the nail hasn't yet come off.

THAT 'NEVER EVER TAX' - AGAIN AND ITS EFFECT ON OUR SOCIETY AND THIS STUDY GROUP

The very latest definition of GST - Grave Shortage of Trees (especially in Australia).

Jan, our co-ordinator has advised details of the situation so it seems that T will not be one of the millions of unpaid tax collectors that a
large minority of voters must have wanted. ASGAP has taken out an Oz Business Registration but has not registered for the NET, meaning that
we become an 'end user'. We pay it on purchases but do not charge it on supplies and cannot claim input tax credivs. On the other hand, most

(7all) regions of APS charge NET on memberships etc. and claim back the tax on inputs... All very clear to you for an exceedingly complicated
Simple Tax System?

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK

Araucaria cunninghamii Brachychiton discolor Delarbes michiaena Doryanthes palmeri Hibiscus heterophyllus H. panduriformis H.
splendens  Hymenosporum flavum  Melicope elleryana Pandorea jasminoides Planchonella australis Randia chartacea Milletia
megasperma. Recent donor Michelle Popp. Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please.
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UNSEASONABLE DRY WEATHER CAUSING PROBLEMS WITH RF PLANTINGS

Many members have spoken about the difficulties of the past 6 months.

Geoff Warn wrote from Wollongong in August "The good rains earlier in the year were wasted as we later had strong, drying winds
that have blasted off all the soft new growth. Then winter has stopped any recovery. One of my Syzigiums is almost bare of leaves; hopefully
everything should start to pick up as the weather warms up. I've put in a "frog friendly pond" but no frogs yet, though a bandicoot has been
helping to turn over our mulch. Seems to be a sign that we have a nice healthy garden, even in suburbia. In setting up my frog pond, I borrowed
a book called 'Attracting Frogs to your Garden' by Kevin Casy (Kimberley Publications $14.95) A nice little book with great frog photos
(unfortunately most in black and white), info about the disappearance of frogs, their life cycle , identification (including many references), how
to build ponds and landscaping ideas with a list of suitable plants...... We are saving up to spend 3 months in Africa next year (don't expect to
see much RF, especially as Kenya and Tanzania are suffering from a two year drought),

Richard Logan also said that "winter has not been kind down here; low humidity and cold has taken its toll. I had an Antarctic Beech

Syzigium puberlum, Euodia elleryana being stripped of every leaf during the extreme westerly winds. .. Luckily it has not been a case of all
bad news. Syzigium erythrocalyx continues to grow strongly, now about 1 1/2 m high; S. boonjee also doing well at about 1 1/4 m, both planted
about 2 years ago. Evodia muelleri is now approaching nearly 2m as the winds did not affect it this year, so hope that this one will flower soon,
Pumnopitys ladei around 1 1/2 m also continues strong growth, which I think is assisted by the animal manure loaded into the soil for the nearby
vegies.

Noticed you mentioned Davidsonia sp nov in the N/L, what a lovely plant. It is a preferred option for people with a sensitive skin, since either
SSp jerseyana or ssp pruriens can irritate. I have seen this plant in fruit, which it does in abundance. Yet the flavour seems to me to be inferior

One more.thing I should report - the Stereulia quadrifida now about 4 years old and 14 feet tall is rarely without flowers. Is this normal, or do I
have a freaked out plant? At this stage I can't see any pods on it, but it may yet set seed g

At work only have a couple of new species in the RF section; Atherosperma moschatum, Macadamia sp Home Beauty and Archontophoenix
purpurea. There has been very little of anything lately, Wwhether it be native or exotic. I guess the Olympics and pre GST rush drained supplies
dramatically,

And from nearby Austinmer, Jan Wilton confirmed that a dry and very windy winter, with a three day, gale force westerly in May
particularly affecting Sandpaper F ig and Magenta Cherry (Syzigium, paniculatum) by defoliation. They still looked crook 3 months later, and he
hopes that the warmer weather will help everything recover. Jan's bush regen project at Lamington has had some interesting propagation results
- with Arytera divaricata Rose Tamarind, Phaleria chermsideana Scrub Daphne, Piliodistigma glabrum Plum Myrtle, Cryptocaria abovatum
White Walnut, Alanagium villosum ssp polyosmoides Black Musk heart and Emmenosperma alphitonioides Yellow Ash, mostly first time

rat population quickly got stuck into the seeds, so we had a battle to collect a reasonable quantity to propagate.

From the Cambewarra area near Nowra, Garry Daly wrote "During winter, I lost Dimocarpus australiacus, Fagraea cambegei,
Archidendron lucyi, Ptychosperma elegans and Aglaia sapindina. Even though we do not get a frost the chill factor of the wind and low
humidity are probably factors responsible for these species demise." He described a recent brief trip to Fiji as "The vegetation of Viti Levu has
been significantly modified by agriculture, Large tracts have been given over to sugar cane and pine plantations. In the highlands (near Mt.
Victoria ¢ 1000 m asl.) there are plantations of pine, mahogany, Hoop Pine and Eucalypts (E. decupta). This Euc does not oceur in Oz and has
smooth salmon and aqua coloured bark - a very attractive species.

The endemic vegetation at this altitude included emergent Agagthis and Podocarpus with the occasional fig (Ficus smithii) and Syzigium. Tree

are dominated by exotics such as Cane Toad, Mongoose, Indian myna, Common Myna and Indian Turtle Dove. The Mongoose has been cited as
the causal agent responsible for the decline of ground nesting birds, and reptiles. The Crested Iguana is now extremely rare on this island due to
predation from the Mongoose.

Sydney's Rod Cook mentioned a situation many of us have experienced - a prized plant escaping from its container and taking root in
the ground. In Rod's case it was a Brown Tamarind acquired some years ago and left in its bag; it flowered well and seems that some seeds are
forming. (Ed. In my potted collection, Red Cedar, a Teak Flindersia australis, and Rosewood Dysoxylon Sfraserianum are well and truly
araldited in the soil within 'the living herbarium site' - in fact they've done far better than siblings planted out and getting our usual TLC, which

Together with the address labels for this N/L, Joe Beskin included a note saying they were in Tasmania in July and he was impressed
by the large amount of RF there with its limited number of species, making it much easier to understand. Said it is a nice, quiet and leisurely
place, but a bit too isolated,

From Adelaide, Shirley Johnston said that they'd had rain in August, encouraging plants in her small garden to flower and aftracting
honeyeaters to the yard.

Another S.A. member, Wendy Fopp commented that all the plants brought back from Qld after the 1998 conference have withstood
their new habitat, many have been planted out now and most are doing well. Wendy said their last summer was earlier, drier overall with more
and longer drier stretches than have been experienced for many years. Their work was cut out in keeping up the watering. This winter was the
coldest and wettest for ages and many plants have needed shelter from the cold winds. She has decided that a gully on their block is much more
suitable for RF plants and will visit Darryl Kinnane and 'do things properly’. (Perhaps Wendy should hop over the border and look at Neill
Marriott's patch because [ think he may have set up his RF in a similar situation!), "Despite what Peter Radke says, I don't think full sun is
appropriate in our climate. The Syzigiums that 'are hiding' amongst the Bracken are doing very well. The two plants that Patrick sent me (as
reported in the April N/L) are doing well in their pots. Incidentally they were not in soil, just a little compost or peat as it is illegal to send soil
to S.A. I wonder if anyone else has some
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unwanted seedlings, they might like to try the same experiment - I would be happy to refund postage..... thought Dave Bray's ideas on
observations and record keeping were excellent and due to having to stay inside, have begun playing with my computer. So far I have
concentrated just on our indigenous flora and fauna, but later will look at the replanted area."

Despite demanding uni activities in Melboume, Steve Sinclair has put most of his spare time into the local plant scene. "A collection
of plants rescued from that nearby development site has started to provide seeds for new positions in my yard and for planting indigenous
species in a nearby ex-oval. I suppose this may seem a waste of time (perhaps it is in the grand scheme of things!) but I feel it is pretty
important here in suburbia where the populations of most species are so small. Big news here is the discovery of two of my favourite species -
slender, and skirted Tree Ferns, Cyathea cunninghamii, C. x marcescens by a friend and I in a steep gully in Sherbrooke Forest; almost in
suburbia, but a new record for the National Park. One fern stands out above the Sassafras at about 15.5m tall - really spectacular!"

Judith Brass (Ipswich Q.) says the district has suffered from fire bugs, one fire was just a kilometre away but the air has been grey
with smoke for about 4 weeks. "Thave enclosed some articles from our Local Bulletin which may be of interest, Some environmental
restoration is being carried out but the balance is still strongly tipped in favour of destruction” (Judith - isn't that the prized Sustainable
Development?) "People seem to be unable and unwilling to make a connection between lifestyle and environmental damage. I recently wrote to
the editor suggesting that all sporting fields be turned into ‘food forests' and native habitat and feel sure that if the letter is printed, there will be
many irate replies." ........ Topics in the last N/L she alluded to - "I found the comment on provenance interesting; researchers at UCQ have
found that introducing freshwater fish to central Qld rivers is actually decreasing populations. The fish released are from Victoria. When they
interbreed with local fish, sterile offspring are produced. This may also occur with plants. Re LEnvironmental Impact Statements, Consultants
are often on set fee contracts. They cannot afford to examine all parts of the habitat, even in relatively small areas. They usually just run a few
transect lines and only count plants in a band of about 1 m wide along these lines. Amateurs on the other hand often live nearby and can spend
a lot of time surveying all parts of the habitat." (Ed. Ifthis is correct, then the requirements and relevant legislation are a total farce. If an
assessment for a project which could well result in the total destruction of an area large or small, there can be no argument that a comprehensive
and compgtent survey is imperative. I believe that, just as in most government commissioned ‘enquiries’, Impact Statements all too often come
up with a required result' and this has been confirmed by professionals in our own Group.

y i i i I can recommend the UCQ (Rockhampton) to Caroline Haskard. It is offered externally;
though a lot of work and expensive, it does include a lot of taxonomy and ecology. UQ & USQ no longer offer external science degrees."

NAN AND HUGH NICHOLSON HAVE PUBLISHED 'AUST RF PLANTS V'

This is the fifth volume in their series, covering an additional 114 species - trees, shrubs, vines, ferns and orchids - from many parts of
Oz. Each plant is illustrated with a full colour photo and a concise, informative description including natural occurrence, characteristics in the
wild and in cultivation. A final section discusses the seed ecology of RF plants and links this to germination techniques for propagation. As we
all know, regeneration of our dwindling RFs has become an important focus for many land managers.

72 pages........ 132 photographs....soft cover....RRP $15.41 + that disgraceful never ever tax $1.54 ... Published by Terania Rainforest
Publishing. (Ed. I say it again - a tax on knowledge is absolutely and bloody disgraceful and we are one of very few countries in the world
who have allowed this to happen.

JAN WILTON HAS A QUESTION ON EMMENOSPERMA, AND A SUGGESTION ON POTTING UP

"Would fellow members know of any treatment for the borers that regularly attack the Yellow Ash? David Jones in his book
‘Omamental RF Plants in Australia' mentions it but does not give a solution.. My tree which is about 20 years old is a real mess from this pest.”
Ed. Would that be the stem-girdling grub that affects Macadamia badly? They seem to be nocturnal (as are many insect larvae) and shelter in a
hole in a stem or branch drilled directly below a leaf. If they are accessible - you can see their location by sawdust at those sites - a fine wire
can be inserted down their hole, and if it comes out wet, you know you've got it. Another method is to squirt a little metho down the hole using
a small syringe, get one from your doctor..... Are there other methods Jan could try? .

He wrote that he has given up using those 2" square, tapered tubes for potting up seedlings as he has lost a few plants in these. Since
changing to the 50mm dia. round pots, he's not lost a thing. "Perhaps it is easy to miss getting enough water into the square tubes?"
(Ed. Ifound an opposite result! But I do have to dunk seedlings in a water bath more often than I wish, to ensure that capillary action does give
an adequate wetting as the usual hose watering is often ineffective. What do other members recommend?

JUDITH BRASS' ENQUIRY EARLIER THIS YEAR ON GROUNDCOVER SEEMS STILL UNANSWERED
(I'd put her letter in my follow-up file but haven't received anything back for a reply.) Judith asked "Do you have any suggestions for
ground cover in the RF? Light levels are high as the RF is a maximum of 6 m wide but the area is mostly dry due to root competition." Perhaps
- ot one of our group has any suggestions on this particular problem, maybe you have not the time or inclination to *hrow up some ideas. No
doubt I could do some research to answer this query, but I do have to stress that I spend far more time than I can really afford on producing N/Ls
and I'd be overjoyed with just a touch more input. You don't have to be an expert (T'm not, by any means), but, gee, it's no skin off any one's nose
to promote an opinion or even make a way out suggestion. It is called 'involvement' of the membership. Things seem to have stalled over the
past few years and it is generally the same regular contributors -thank you all, magnificent people; lost without you - but gee, we need some new
blood from time to time.

WHEN IS RF SEED 'UNVIABLE' OR PAST ITS USE - BY DATE ?

Richard Logan mentioned that he'd thought seed of Elaeocarpus angustifolius to be stale and last year tossed it onto the garden and
some time afterwards mulched that section with copious amounts of fine wood chip. Recently, he noted that 5 or 6 seeds had germinated there
and were about 5 cm high. This prompted him to check his sowing boxes where the bulk of seeds had originally been sown/stored, finding
another dozen or so. Those seeds were buried about 10 mm deep in a styrene box filed with an organic mix including coprapeat. Left to be
watered by natural rainfall, and with very little light due to the choko vine rampant above, being between the fence and garage seed boxes
would have at best received an hours sun each day. Another example of it being worth discarding old seed into a location where it would be
noticed if unexpected germination did occur.

IS OUR SOCIETY DOING MORE HARM THAN GOOD IN 'PUSHING' HYBRID PLANTS

This question was put to me recently and I didn't really have an answer. While hybrids certainly create an interest and awareness of
native plants from many who would otherwise be unaware of their beauty and biodiversity values, they must distract others who would no doubt
stick to natural forms if many hybrids were not so easily available. What of their effect on nearby local species of the same family or genus?
And encouraging flower arranging and the cut flower trade. Does this encourage people to collect plants from the bush rather than preserving
habitats? If you have any views on such matters, it would be good to use these for a later discussion point.



cultivated, and our fauna. In addition to our list of inherited local plants at Beechwood, we have a total of 256 'introduced' Aust, plant species
and a record of 108 native bird species on site. Creating one's own lists has much merit, as "things hardly attained are longer retained",

We all know that everything has to have a beginning, but for some reason the starter’s pistol hasn't been heard yet, What are we
waiting for? Why the delay?"

Wendy Fopp surely heard the starters pistol saying "I thought Dave Bray's idea was excellent and due to having to stay inside, have
begun setting up a system on the computer. So far I have concentrated just on our indigenous flora and fauna and later will look at the replanted
area," (Wendy & Brian have a nice piece of the 'Adelaide Hills' at Willunga).

HOW CAN YOU TELL SEEDLING DORYANTHES SPECIES APART?
Phil Avery asked me to seek info from members on this in the July N/L, but I forgot to include it. Sorry Phil. He realises that it is
easy to identify larger plants, but wonders if there is obvious difference in the seedling stage. Any clues from our readers?

COMMENTS ON TOPICS OF THE PREVIOUS N/IL

From Steve Sinclair: "Good to see the Birds Australia Newhaven Appeal’ getting more coverage - it's been in the ‘Age' here as a full
page spread, and our department at Uni has raised a bit for it too,
Just for the record, I don't object in the least to seeing your personal opinions/ reflections included in the N/L.. My view is that such comment is
not a problem unless it is disguised as something other than opinion.... Keep writing and thinking."

. The funds were obtained and Birds Aust now owns the property - great news! There was a segment on this on the

730 Report and a comprehensive description on Tandline'. It was a bit of a shame though that the 10% Never Ever Tax had to be paid on the
purchase price - such imposts could prove a disincentive for private conservation purposes and could just tip the scales against a finely balanced

financial situation and result in important areas not being acquired because of that extra cost,
mentioned by Dave Bray: Suzie Russell, RFSG member and very involved with NEFA advised that

including a group of volunteers working on the regeneration of a patch of RF at the foot of Mt. Coot-tha and are establishing a garden of
butterfly food plants with the aim of attracting a number of butterflies which are now rarely seen in the area, as the food plants for their
caterpillars have been lost through development.

A cutting about biological control of Lantana mentioned that last July at Mackay, the first release of a sap-sucking bug Falconia
intermedia occurred, The insect is endemic to Jamaica and was claimed to be a success on the weed in South Africa. It can multiply quickly
and is very mobile so it could have now spread far and wide. Idon't think it is here at ‘Booyong' yet but it would be lucky to get a feed at the
moment, A draft National Strategy for Lantana Control has completed the public comment phase, so should soon be finalised,

A clean-up of 80 km of the Brisbane Bremer Rivers proves that the locals are an untidy lot. The most common items were
polystyrene, plastic bags, coke and water bottles, cartons, cans, aerosols and sharps. (What's a sharp please?) Perhaps an unchallengable
argument against the unnecessary overuse of packaging.

A savage criticism of past treatment of our forests - a combination of ignorance, greed and political stupidity has so reduced the
original wealth of superior timber that little is now available for commercial use - was made by a life-long member of the timber industry. He
claims that we have to now import huge quantities of timber, generally of inferior quality to the indigenous speciee they have replaced.
Plantations got a serve too, species chosen were again of inferior overseas varieties, just because they were faster growing than natives, He
continued "Now it is starting to dawn on even our ostriches that these exotic species are in most cases inferior and they certainly do nothing to
help our fragile natural environment.”.... and "Ignorance and greed has brought Australia to the stage where we are paying through the nose for
products that should be available here." The Ipswich mayor said that Australians can no longer claim ignorance of the consequences of
Wholesale native vegetation clearance, The question is do we at all levels of society have the will and motivation to work together to slow down
and reverse this disastrous position.

All we need now is that State and F. ederal decision makers reach the same conclusions that enlightened leaders of local government
seem to understand.
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GUEST CONTRIBUTOR DON YATES WRITES ON 'A PREVIOUS NATIONAL CONSERVATION ISSUE'

"It's becoming more obvious that ‘David', our leader is not just all smoothness and charm - beneath that exterior exists a very capable
and shrewd mind; after all, why did he buy Beryl a new tractor? ... Just to get her spending more time out in the paddocks of course, so that he
can continue to slip into the N/L his derogatory comments about the way governments are running our country - furthermore why is he letting
me do an article?... Well, I suspect to take the heat off himself a bit because he knows my views are going to be along the same lines - and how
right he is.

If you were told that goats manure was the perfect fertiliser for your prize garden, would you let a herd of goats roam around that
garden? I suspect not, but we have with this country. The herd of goats (politicians) have razed our garden and we are left with a degraded
remnant with a large pile of fertiliser (promises). Since politicians do not produce or make anything they only have two things to sell - our land
and public utilities, knowing that it will always be someone else's problem after they get out.

It may seem that this article is getting away from the format of a RF study Group in growing trees; but if we are growing trees for our
personal interest, or kudos, then we are in much the same situation as Nero playing the fiddle while Rome burns. And unless we can arrest the
situation facing our nation we are well and truly in our last days - as some religious groups would have us believe. We can all help by doing
something if we think about it, and by way of inspiration I would like to talk about some people in the conservation movement, some who are
now gone but others still with us and point out how much further down the gurgler the continent would be without the dedicated effort of those
great Australians. It could be titled Some great people I never met.

Just a short time ago we lost a lady who was a conservationist who took up this cause when few people even knew what it meant - and
usually branded them as fringe fanatics. Irefer to Judith Wright, well known as a poet though probably less known as co-founder of the
Wildlife Preservation Society; even less recognised as one of a very small group of people who probably were mainly responsible for saving the
whole 1200 mile length of the Great Barrier Reef from being "opened up" for mining and oil exploration back in the 1960's. In 1997 Judith
wrote a book titled 'The Coral Battleground' telling of the struggle from 1963 to 1977 by the Wildlife Conservation Society, along with other
conservation groups to save this magnificent world wonder. It is a story of grafl, corruption, lies and ignorance by the Qld. government (what's
new?) and petroleum and mining companies. Lack of space in our N/L prevents me detailing all the events that took place over this long period,
suffice to say that a conservation battle is just as important as if we are saving fish, or frogs, or Koalas or Rainforests - because it's not much use
saving just part of a system,; they all go together, but because the system is so vast we tend to specialise in our own particular fields.

The Australian Conservation Foundation did not form until late 1966 (but was always loathe to criticise government in those early
years because of the financial assistance they received) and in 1967 another new society appeared, called the Littoral Society of Qld. whose
members were mainly students from the University of Qld interested in marine and freshwater biology. Some early members of the W.L.P.S.
were Dr. Len Webb who was vice-president and a few years later Vincent Serventy became editor of an excellent magazine that was distributed
Australia wide. From 1967. they started the first moves to get the Qld government to declare the Great Barrier Reef a marine natural park at
about the same time as an application by a cane farmer for a limestone mining permit to remove coral from Ellison Reef offshore from Innisfail.

Cane growers who need a great deal of lime, which can be expensive, saw the reef as an endless source of cheap lime. Removal was
to be by dredging and blasting with no thought of the consequences of silting and pollution of other reefs by the currents which make an intricate
network of patterns throughout the reef system. Silt is particularly damaging to reef ecosystems as had been shown by research undertaken by
the Littoral Society on the Tweed River. Remarkably, the Uni of Qld who had scientists on the Great Barrier Reef Committee and ran a
research station on Heron Island, decided not to oppose the coral mining application claiming that section of the reef was dead therefore
exploitation would not endanger living coral - ane of the most blatant misconceptions ever advanced by a scientific body, as all reefs have dead
branches and rubble on the sea floor much the same as leaf litter around trees. This dead coral is an integral part of reef life and forms the
breeding areas for fish, algae and other life forms. Apart from this, the reef area was far from dead - indeed perfectly healthy. The Qld Mining
Warden refused to accept written objections unless witnesses appeared for cross-examination (and the case was being heard at Innisfail, many
hundreds of miles north of Brisbane. With the only marine biologists available belonging to the Uni of Qld who refused permission for them to
testify, it was a perfect example of a Qld government set-up; and was to happen many times in the intervening years with oil exploration permits
and other forms of reef exploitation. Nevertheless Judith Wright and her gallant band, with help from young Uni students from the Littoral
Society and good publicity from the newly opened Brisbane office of The Australian' newspaper, Dr Don McMichael Director of the ACF
(acting in a private capacity) and other concerned people, took on the Mines Dept. and put up a good enough case to raise enough public
awareness and opposition to cause the application to be dismissed and create a precedent against further applications being granted.

Of course this did not stop the state government from seeking other ways to exploit the reef - applications for oil drilling offshore were
not advertised for objection as was the limestone mining proposal, so in a highly secretive manner the whole 1200 miles of the QId coastline
was leased for prospecting, a total of some 80,920 sq. miles. The government was banking on the fact that a discovery of oil or minerals led to
an automatic license to mine, or else putting the State in a position of having to pay compensation to the mining companies if, for any reason,
the permits were withdrawn.

The Great Barrier Reef Committee had put forward proposals for a biological survey of the reef to be funded by the state government,
but this was not welcomed due no doubt to the unacceptable conclusions that would present. Instead they appointed an overseas geologist Dr
Harry Ladd to do a brief survey and recommend on its exploitation. Despite the fact that his only biological qualifications, apart from being a
shell collector, were nil - but quite sufficient for the government's purposes - they allowed him one whole month to survey the 1200 mile length
to provide such desired result that most govt. enquiries are set up to produce. An unusual ally for the conservation movement at the time was
the Amalgamated Engineering Union which placed a total ban on mining on the reef,

It was discovered that the Premier and 6 of his cabinet ministers had accepted share allocations from mining and petroleum companies
outside of the normal brokerage channels which were brushed off by the Premier's comment "If ministers are interested and prepared to back
companies in this country, then these are the men we want." Also at this time the Commonwealth government was being pressured to intervene
to save the reef, which resulted in the greatest foot and mouth comment perhaps ever made, by Qld Minister for Mines Mr Camm who
suggested that the only way to save the Great Barrier Reef for Queensland "was to develop it" which resulted in an editorial in the 'Australian’ as
"Conservation this week took a historic step forward, Mr Camm revealed that the only way to save the Reef for Australia is to drill it full of oil
wells with the greatest possible speed.... Mr Camm's prescience in approving oil exploration permits means, fortunately, that no time need be
lost in pufting the defensive plan into action." y

Of course the possibility of just one major oil spill (as had happened in every oil drilling venture around the world) destroying this
world wonder did not come into it - especially when one has shares and was thinking of the future of Qld workers...... The Wildlife
Conservation Society continued lobbying, fighting, exposing, gaining public support, and importantly - delaying implementation of this madcap
scheme, exposing the limitations of federal - state rights, political egos, and showed that scientific fact, appreciation of beauty, love of one's
country, and most importantly the natural ecosystem mean nothing {0 governments whose vision doesn't extend bevond their egos, or wallets.

If we put a herd of goats in charge - what else would you expect?



L
ARoyalComissimuasevmmanysetupmmquh-einiooﬂexplmaﬁmofthcmefanditismwadmlamdeineParkwom
Mgomlwmwmmmmhﬁﬁmhwmmmmdmddwm creation of what could have been one of

"AThnwd‘saFim—Smethtng—‘Ihat—AlLPmpln—Naﬂ“sxysimm,thesmu:geaftheTmﬂidaTm. "I meant no harm. Imost truly did
not," he adds: "But I just had to grow bigger. So bigger I got. I biggered my factory. I biggered my roads. T biggered my wagons. I biggered
the loads of the Thneeds I shipped out. I was shipping them forth to the South! To the East! To the West! To the North! I went right on
biggering..... selling more Thneeds, And I biggered my maney, which everyone needs." And so it goes until "We heard a loud whack| \
meoutsideinthsﬁddscmeasinkmﬁngsmmk\of&naxcanam Ihmwchmrdthe&eefhlL\meverylastTmtﬁdaTmofthmaﬂl"
Thehstof&eTnﬁuhTrmnfmmmmmnsthahﬂofmmmmmcmﬂapseofthesocietywhichpreyednntheuﬁes" It
almmeamthebeginnmgafawmmanhmly“meGﬂnkb-gmssgmws\mmnwmdmdmslov-f-and-som'whmitblom\andnobirds

information from Royal botanicGardmsshowsamenaS%gmimﬁmgumsnverthepastIS years. I gather he is looking for the culprit in
camphorpollenorﬂowmasanerefmmcestams'aupmtsofthetmcareemx:mnlym:dn',ortha:thcuatm-alpolﬁuatoroftheBoilyGum,
perhaps the native bee Tﬁgmw,isbeingpﬂisanalbycampharpaumornﬁctar.

muldbembiwmgnthemlecmﬁnmﬁmCapeYorktoBassStmiLandﬁ-mneasttowe.st.

Itoﬁanstrik.csmethatsmneelecmtesmnsthr:madeupofamajmityofmnmnswhoregtﬂarlyvateinvmyoddhﬁividu&lstogovm
and represent them. rmmmtmmbymmmmmmmmpmmmﬁmm. We really do need wise,
intelligcntandknowledgeablemenandwnmmMc&'ecﬁvdylmmisnaﬁnnmuvmmsthepmhlmandinjusﬁcesthataﬂbct us. Not smart-
alecs who regularly mislead, whip up ill-feeling and deliberately create community divisions. People generally, but politicians especially need
to use their brains before they open their traps.
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LACK OF OIL WILL MAKE FIREFIGHTING IMPOSSIBLE ANYWAY
We have just been given a warning that we ignore at our peril. The world's oil reserves are dmnmshmg at a rapid rate - that's why

those big increases in petrol prices have started. ﬁsfastas:heoilpmdxmgmumsmmscﬂ.mrexplmtifmﬂ, seemingly unceasing world

Figures recently published (9. 9. 2000) show that from the dawn of time to 1973, 225 billion barrels were used. Since 1973 another
575 billion were consumed. Ane-stimnmd1000bﬂﬁnnlmrdsrmnain—atpmmmesofconmmpﬁﬂnmughforjust36ym. A doubling of
vehjclesinsaylﬂyeamcoulduseevery!astgallanbythcywzma. CaltexAuMiareportcdthattheirsalcsvolumﬂsintheﬁmtmofthis
year increased by 6.7%. That is at a rate of doubling cosumption each 11 years, and we do have a particularly saturated vehicle market.

So you've only got 20 years to visit the farests in the manner in which you have been accustomed, so you'd better get out there quick|
After that, you will have to walk there, go by train (few forests are near a rail line though) or pedal.

rights by its takeover of yet another Oz company - North Broken Hill Ltd. Both are (were) mining companies and that's how they treat all
resources - nothing sustainable in their operations. North's weren't renowned for their care in exploiting our timber resources, but at least they
had to endure both official and society's criticisms and were probably not as blatant in their operations as 'absentee landlords' are often accused
of being, It will be interesting to see what eventuates from Rio's grab.

‘North Forest Products' includes RF species as a source of woodchip. Overall it exports 3.4 million tonnes of chips as well as 700,000
tonnes domestic It has a 10 year contract to plunder Tasmanian forests and owns 4 chip mills supplying 10% of Japan's hardwood woodchips. It
has a 43% share of our exports and had a "long term strategy of converting its freehold forest into eucalypt tree farms",

Footnote: Rio has also picked up the troublesome Ranger uranium mine (third largest uranium producer in the wu.1d) plus that terribly
controversial Jabiluka mine in the heart of Kakadu.. As well, Rio now completely owns most of our share of the world's diamonds - they've just
taken over Ashton Mining, Our total whitegoods industry, conveniently amassed by Email will soon be in foreign hands and I admit to being
bemused, and as a nationalist absolutely shattered, that the population is completely unconcerned at being in the hands of mostly overseas
controlled mutinationals in most facets of our affairs. Once you lose control of finance, communications, media, energy, agricultural systems
and other ephemeral activities, you can kiss goodbye to determining management of the environment or other basic needs of society. Ioften
wonder why we allow this situation to develop.

GENETIC MODIFICATION TO PREVENT OR CONTROL PLANT FLOWERING SOON TO BE LET LOOSE
The Prime Minister's inaugural $300.000 Prize for Science was won by two researchers for discovering a master gene in plants that

energy sources are unavailable to those dependant on them, and massive local extinctions. Could particular tree species reproduction systems be
altered? What if the Genie escapes from the bottle - will it affect non-target plants? Advantage weeds? We don't know.

T have considerable admiration for the scientific community, but such irresponsibility leaves me extremely concerned, and annoyed.
Such deliberate manipulation which must have dire cansequences fo biodiversity, done in the name of economic advantage by intelligent and
educated people is frightening. You could be charitable and say ‘Madam Gaia forgive them for they know not what they do.! They do
though...... and will no doubt make a lot more money from such ventures.

On GM, Richard Logan included in a letter "There have been many crops modified to be resistant to Glyphosate based weed killers to
allow broadacre spraying to control weeds without harming the crops. This cannot be good for the environment due to runoff of this chemical
(some pundits claim this isahanulesschmﬁcalyetDDTwasalsusaidtobesafe). Irecall seeing some school kids being sprayed in bulk with
DDT; all I say is shouldn't we think before we leap into some brave new world? Now they wish to include the bacteria that is marketed as Dipel
into various Brassica plants for protection against caterpillars. Sure, this spray seems to be quite safe at current usage, but what happens when
this is combined with the DNA of a plant? A gene modified potato in England was approved as 'safe', though strange that the very people who
ate them got rather ill due to a toxin produced in those potatoes caused from the component that was included. Iam horrified that there isa
good chance of such genes straying, from pollination by native ar feral bees into weeds or native plants. Such event could destroy any landscape
that many of us have laboured to protect, or repair. Why wouldn't it be possible for, say, Soy Bean genes to transfer to Glycine spp ? This could
possibly create a rather hard-to-deal-with hybrid, with not only unexpected vigour but also herbicide resistance.. Since such resistance is
becoming a larger reality for Glysphosate based killers all the time, the solution to the problem being advocated is not to find an enviro friendly
solution, but to increase the proportion of Glyphosate in each container. What a sorry state of affairs this is!|"

MANY TRAVELLING STOCK ROUTES PASS THROUGH OUR COASTAL FORESTS
These were known in the vernacular as ‘the long paddock' and were set aside throughout our pastoral areas as reserves for the droving
of sheep and cattle. Some of the more famous were the Birdsville Track, Canning, and Murranji which went for very long distances, However

farmers looking for some grass as feed. I've been reading of the situation in NSW - I haven't any details of those in other States, though expect
that in Victoria at least, most were sold off under Kennetts slash and burn, flog it off policy, but trust that Qld, too, has retained its network.
Perhaps someone could tell us of their status? .

It is thought that as much as 3% of NSW is still reserved for this purpose. They are of vital importance to wildlife which use them as
refuges from agricultural practices, particularly in the inland. They are rich in biodiversity - an example given was the Nine Mile Cowal (what
a delightful name) near Trangie in central NSW where over 130 species of plants and animals were found, including rare birds, elusive

old-growth box trees. Biodiversity survives because of the management regime imposed on the TSRs and associated 'camping' reserves - short
spells of relatively high grazing pressures as opposed to light but constant pressure elsewhere. :

The report says that many TSRs contain remnant vegetation and "being the last examples of the country that greeted our pioneer
forbears."
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A SELECTION OF INTERESTING TOPICS FROM PUBLICATIONS RECENTLY RECEIVED

'Frog & Tadpole Society' Sept. NIL. i d; The fungus appears to be spreading in the wild and in collections,
and it seems that no location where it has been found is able, at this time, to be treated to restore it to a disease free state. There is a list of
precautions that should be taken to avoid spreading this ecological disaster, and some methods to protect existing collections of frogs that may
be already affected..... e

jtori warranted two items - a very good description of distribution, habitat identification, diet, breeding and

captive care. Then, alarmingly to the species itself, and to all of us who delight in sighting or hearing this animal - it is probably the most
popular frog to very many people who will be upset to hear that there have been recent reports of massive deaths of them in northern NSW &
southern Qld. As well, they seem to have declined considerably around Sydney and coastal regions. National Parks (and all of us?) are
concerned at this situation and is initiating various surveys into the frogs' present status. Assistance from the wider community will be sought
to assist in the investigation.
Two fish species were nominated as m@mmmummw Southern Soft Spined Rainbow Fish Rhadinocentris omatus is
one. The hard to get Galaxiella pusilla - now an endangered species in Victoria, but still available in S.A. is ideal as they only growto 3 cm
and have tiny mouths. Take appropriate precautions to prevent spreading any Chyrrid.
(Ed. Garry Daly mentioned in conversation that Chytrid fungus was thought to have been introduced here with a consignment of tropical fish

The prior issue gave a history on the mmnﬁdmmmuwmm They were first targeted in the 1970's after locating pre-spawning
aggregations off the east coast. Estimates of the biomass at the time of discovery were between 13 and 18,000 tonnes. Current estimates range
between 700 and 2600 tonnes. In effect we exploited the resource in an intensive and unsustainable manner for a brief 15 years and have
placed it on the 'be careful or it will become extinct' list,
October's "BRAIN (The Node)" was full of material of interest to Brisbane and S.E.Qld / Nthn NSW people and included
era n a Low Water RF Gardeq) in Brisba 'bymemberColle:enKeena&DavidSomervﬂle; i

(from roadways); The Tarra Story (an extensive RF planting and remnant restoration project in the original Big Scrub area) and an extensive
detail of "The Role of Isolated Trees in Facilitating Tree Seedling Recruitment at a Degraded STRF Site' (at Canungra). That N/L is received by
RFSG as an 'exchange' (as arranged by Kenneth McClymont and T); the Network is a Brisbane City Couneil sponsared Busheare group and I'd
suggest that local RF enthusiasts might consider becoming involved with it. Always a heap of activities in local RF, workshops and forums to
increase your knowledge. Often wish I could get to some of their outings.
'Hawkesbury RF Network's October N/I, included comprehensive articles on Biologi and
i as well as items on more general and locally specific topics. Another ecologically-minded group well worth the

Nicholson, bush regenerators, foresters, loggers, conservationists etc. There were two comments that I was taken with - an old fellow who said
(re Camphorlaurels) "It took just a few people a few years to clear all of the Big Scrub last century - are you saying that today we can't take out
that weed just as quick; don't you young blokes like work?" The other was a Tasmanian logger claiming "we have to clear all the trees in our
forests to ensure that all the regrowth consists of ‘perfect trees”. He wasn't asked what a perfect tree is. Was it symmetrically shaped? Flower
profusely? Have palatable fruit/ seed? Grow with limited water availability? Survive bushfires? Emit 10 times the normal oxygen and take up
20 times expected carbon dioxide and so reverse the looming Greenhous disaster? Or should it be 200 feet tall with a 10 foot girth reaching
such size in 3 years from seeding? Ideal for veneer/ for sawlogs/ for woodchip/ or for cabinet timber? One will never know; he didn't say.

Which choice {s best for our, and the planets survival?

Footnote: One must always rejoice when the ABC Teports on matters that affect all of us who reside in Oz, The latest disclosure that the
broadcaster is to cut its news and current affairs budget by 4% plus inflation while increasing the pay of new executives by a considerable
amount. It's a strange system of priorities; then again neither branch of our political party has an interest in ensuring that we be well informed
of national or local matters or else we might do something about it. [ wonder about the chap now running the ABC and of his short term agenda.
I'trust that it was not a political appointment. After all the chairman is a friend of our prime minister, the deputy is a lady whose past comments
have been extremely right wing, while board members include past agile Liberal party wheelers and dealers, I
wonder if others get the feeling that increasingly niggles me, as a once avid ABC fan, is that listening to the wireless seems Just like reading
todays paper twice - so much air-time of current affairs, fill-ins and features is made up of repeats. All in the name of cost cutting, rather than
informing and educating which I believe was, or should have been, in the Corporation's charter. They did have a most illuminating Four Corners'
program about the timber industry though - the decision makers and masters of our destiny, Ministers and Premiers. Some nasty ones there and

It is a sorry state of affairs when so many parliamentarians have totally lost any vestige of integrity and credibility, the Reith affair is
the latest example; the PM said T believe Reith js a fool" Before him we had "The muddle-headed Wombat", as described by his leader at the
time when N.P. member Michael Cobb was being found guilty of stealing from the taxpayers. Soon after, Liberal senator Woods was convicted
of stealing from us also. Neither of them went to gaol - they surely deserved it though. Colston, ex Labor is back in the firing line over 28
counts of rorting and now we see the shenagans that QId Labor has been up to. Some of us don't want to be be run by fools, wombats crooks
and Slubberdegullions so I wonder why electors vote for such people. Maybe the majority have the same attributes? v
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concentrated exploitation of this one), 4 others in WA, 1 Tas, 2 SA, 4 Vic, 2 Qld, 4 NSW and jointly Balonne - Maranoa & Border Rivers of
NSW/Qld. An accompanying map shows how widespread is the threat - about a quarter of Qld from west of Cairns and all down the coast, well
over 50% of NSW and Vic, the Sontheast of SA and Southwest of WA.

CONTRIBUTIONS (SUGGESTION! S, THEORIES, EXPERIENCES) WANTED FOR TOPICS IN THE
NEXT N/L

There are two matters that I would like to cover in some detail and I would appreciate input from as many members as possible. [am
in two minds about -1 recent experience has been most disappointing), Wendy's earlier mention of
her disappoinment at some results. Secondly, what do we make of such vogue motherhood statements as i
Deve - Sustained Growth; Healthy Increase in the GDP ete, Alarm bells rang when I heard some industry lobbyist commenting about
becoming ‘more sustainable', y simple intelligence considers that an action is either sustainable, or it isn'; there can be no degree of
sustainability - or am I wrong? The other matter raised was seeing the NSW Premier's press release on that ever changing Silicon Smelter -

same forests and pull out all those big stumps - all that remains of once majestic old growth forests. Just imagine the damage and devastation

A local member of APS, Royal Pullen, has passed on to me some of his thoughts on ESD etc and I will use these as a basis for ongoing
discussion,

BRIEF UPDATE ON WORLD HERITAGE AREAS

Kakadu: Cane Toads expected to reach the Park by the end of the year. This is a bit earlier than originally estimated but are still
expected to have a major effect on the Top End ecology.

Great Barrier Reef: The Malaysian ship that 'ran aground' after being well off course will hopefully cause little damage to local
ecology. It seems that 7,000 ships a year travel through the inner reef, generally without pilots. It has been determined that each ship and its
cargo is of far more importance to us than is the Reef itself. I suppose they are right - you can always import fish and find new places for
tourists if the Barrier Reef does suffer an environmental catastrophe,

an average of 3 reponses to each national electorate. I'm not sure whether fo be overjoyed that 2 other people in my electorate of Lyne were
concerned enough to be involved, or disappointed that 79,997 other voters didn't know, care or give a stuff about environmental, social and
economic issues that will surely affect them in the near future .

Now there is an Issues Paper relating to an Tndependant Enquiry into Coastal Lakes'. put out by the Healthy Rivers Commission.
(NSW). Written submissions will be received until 13th December and public hearings will be held at 8 coastal venues prior to the closing
date. Iwill prepare a submission on this one too, as [ believe it is also important. Some highlighted points in the Issues Paper are "One coastal
lake in NSW (out of 87) remains in a truly pristine condition" .. Overlooked by developers, exploiters and politicians..? This is Nadgee
Lagoon on the far south coast, There are a dozen near pristine while about half are buggered to various degrees and near a third are as yet not
too degraded. "Coastal lakes are the most sensitive of all estuaries to human intervention" "Each coastal lake is unique in its ecology,
human values and interrelationships" etc. There are many aspects that could be commented on. Copies of the Paper can be obtained from
phone 02 9231 2977, freecall 1800 818 369 or E-mail rivercom@hre.nsw.gov.au Worth looking at even if you do not intend to put your view.

DON YATES SUCCESSFUL IN SECURING PROTECTION FOR HERVEY BAY'S REMNANT RF
PATCHES

Don said "Thank you for your continued support for preserving our remnant RF patches" (Ed. I wrote a letter as requested). "Without
this sort of help tasks like this can be overwhelming for individuals who sometimes think they have bitten off more than they can chew.

Job for evermore will be to help in maintaining these remnants and hopefully with the publicity gained, other Councils will try to outdo us with
the copycat method. I realise it is not much to save against what we are losing each year; it's a matter of starting somewhere and hoping it
catches on." Well done, Don. He had lobbied the local Council to protect the sites over a long period, and was also supported by the local
Bushcare coordinator who was impressed by the areas too,
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Footnote: It is really great to see the involvement of individuals in an often-seeming thankless task to save or restore areas of native vegetation.
Many RFSG people have an interest in this, and their influence is wide and varied. Members like Don and Caroline have taken on challenges to
gain official recognition of important or unique remnants, others through Bush Regeneration, education, as rangers, local landcare involvement,
species identification and surveys, supplying plants for restoration, owning your own patch etc. We do have a lot of aware and concemed
people in our ranks and I feel it an honour to be associated with such individuals. : "

A BIT ABOUT BATS

Poor old Flying Foxes are getting it tough during this dry period. For the first time since we moved here, 9 years ago, we've seen them
caught up in power lines at Wauchope and obviously electrocuted. No doubt while seeking fruit and blossom in urban areas. Anyway, the
Flying Fox Information and Conservation Network of PO Box 436 Nimbin 2480 has put out a great little brochure on 'Australian Bats'

Their brochure aims to provide some facts about these important animals, their environment and potential disease problems. There
are two sub-orders Microchiroptera (insectivorous or microbats) and Megachiroptera (flying foxes or megabats). There are 58 species of
insectivorous bats in Oy - all are small and would fit into the palm of your hand. Some adults weigh just 4 grams, the 'giants' of the sub order
perhaps 150g or a mere 5 ounces. They hunt insects at night - we often see them here around dusk - and in daylight prefer to roost in caves,
rock crevices, tree hollows and under bark Due to loss of much of their habitat, they have leamned to occupy various man-made structures (like

often referred to as Fruit Bats, their main food is nectar and pollen. They do not hibernate as they are extremely mobile and follow the
blossoming of native vegetation.

LAND CLEARING CAP A COSTLY APPEASEMENT .... SAYS AN ECONOMIST CONSULTANT

In the Financial Review of 24th August, a representative of Canberra's ACIL Consulting (working with Agforce, a QId farmers group)
wrote that 'Certainly the numbers look impressive -300,000 ha a year (clearing) sounds a lot.' Sure does. The true figure, according to
government is about 450,000 ha, and it sounds much lotter to me. He mentioned, twice 'effectively addresses the question of ecologically
sustainable land clearing'... 'A cap would actually prevent sustainable clearing of land - undermining this ESD - acologically sustainable
development... 'A compensation system could operate though and involve the Commonwealth buying back clearing rights more selectively.
Only when the environmental benefit exceeded the foregone value of clearing would a sale of a clearing right occur.' He was particularly
concerned that 'economic benefits associated with higher farm production would be sacrificed for quite possibly no environmental benefit. In
fact, having a hectare based cap, it could have the perverse effect of focusing clearing of the heavier rather than more lightly covered timbered
country.' T'm not sure what this means and wonder whether biased RF enthusiasts should ride shotgun on your favourite local patch of closed
canopy vegetation?

A daughter lives in Canberra so I asked her to contact this bloke with his odd findings, which she did and was not impressed with his
answers. Said he sounded pretty young and didn't seem to know much and she was surprised at some of his replies.

I sort of wonder how anyone on the planet could believe that land clearing is an ecologically sustainable activity. Perhaps I should be
that stupid and earn a heap of money - which I could then donate to your favourite environmental organisation.

Or I could retire and go to Queensland to count the carcasses of animals killed by vegetation clearance. My tally for the past 3 months
is that 21 million trees have been destroyed resulting in the deaths of 2.3 million birds and about the same number of reptiles through the
sudden loss of their immediate habitat. Calculations are based on one bird and a reptile per 10 trees and associated vegetation, plus allowing a
10% surcharge due to it being springtime which is the traditional time for nesting and breeding, so a whole generation of replacement animals
has been lost over wide areas of the State, Perhaps Mr Beattie or minister Welford could check my calculations for accuracy, and announce
their own figures.

A REPORT FROM GUNNS PLANTATIONS DISCLOSES AN INSATIABLE DEMAND FOR TIMBER PRODUCTS

They say that helping to meet the world's insatiable and rapidly increasing demand, investment in forestry has substantial benefits for
the environment. Furthermore the forestry industry sustains thousands of jobs in Oz and is dedicated to reversing the current $2 billion
imbalance in timber imports/ exports. (I can't believe these figures) - Forest product consumption is estimated to be 1.87 billion cubic metres by
the year 2010 (an increase of 380 million cubic metres over 1996 consumption levels). It is anticipated that by 2030, over 40% of the wood
available to industry will come from plantations. Surely the worlds natural forests cannot supply an average of, say, 1.2 billion cu. m. of wood
every year? Rule of thumb calculation of one log =7 cu. m. = 170 million mature trees felled cach and every year. Probably a bit
unsustainable. Gunns is not a big company, yet it alone uses 1 million tonnes of logs a year in its manufacturing perations, and exports
600,000 tonnes of woodchip p.a, )

The dairy industry too sustained thousands of jobs, but it was recently decided to rationalise production, and farmers themselves at the
behest of their representatives, and of government, voted to halve their income and have consumers pay for many to exit their industry. In
Wauchope, we don't get any cheaper milk yet are paying for some suppliers'early retirement as well as subsidising cheap milk and greater
profits to the big chains. We could pay more for wood products too, and allow some timber workers to exit their acknowledged dangerous
occupations; at the same time enjoying the benefit of maintaining our present forests and their biodiversity,

On a social/ economic /greed based aspect - with nothing to do with a RF N/L -

China has a surplus of girl babies for some reason. Rather than upset a Pope (who they have no adherence to or believe in his
pronouncements) and terminate pregnancies, that nation has turned to selling off infants to westerners who have too much money and not
enough time to produce their own offspring. The going rate for babies in orphanages is about $20,000. Each. Plus legals. China earns about a
hundred million dollars a year from this export. Now, we could do something along these lines and maybe the proceeds could go to forest
protection, or even on salinity remediation?

The other item is If the Australian economy is so healthy, why are so many of us suffering? Iwas somewhat taken aback by
Jackie Swift's answer to the question - "Why is the social fabric of this country unravelling? Because most decisions made by government are
about the economy, the deficit, the dollar, maintaining the surplus. There is no agenda for social reform, and cutting welfare to the bone does
not count. There is no attention to the environment, no thought of our cultural lives. There is only profit, sport and lies."

I could not put her thoughts in a better way — and probably couldn't have got away with such statement without some criticism.

Well - I've run out of space and still have a big pile of items that could be of interest to many!
My thanks to everyone who has contributed to this issue.



