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r: 
'I<yoto and now the Hague Conferences hme ssidesteppcd many important issues brat none so vital as the size of the humau yopulatio~: 

(AESP N L  Dec 2000) 

M,1, SCLaTSlY GEOUPS AHE NOVJ CPESATIlVG W A  TEE AID  OF AN OFFTCIAL 'MAWAL' 
'np. MmnnZ,is intended as a mfmnce for G-oup ZR~ders, by oEering su&ga.sli, 1s to Ilelp with their study aid adminisler their C30al 

kthi'~~ the conventions md By-1,aws ulldcx \vhich tiley opemtc. It bas bmm ! n s ~ ~ y  ycnrs in lltc preparation bar.lug bcw startcrl by Jan Zk& 1i1lr : 
her inaugnral stint ss Liaison Officer and pslssed on ra hcr s1~c~~5301-s in tlmt position. Little scenlctl to 11avr: lmppc;l~erl those yenis, but Jan n 
fm, los~g ngu iacsomed ns Liilisjn ClEficcr, tnok np die task ~ C C  more nud ~00111md Llle r c i i m  complctcd. LPndeis were issucd tt copy late 1: 
ye~r  - so its nll oflitid now1 As tc how \lc Gmlrps m run, of co~use. There will he no appacnt diETcrcncc to t l ~ e  abiinistrsticm mcl practicd 
m m ~ l g  of WSQ, b11t it is pat to 1 ~ :  nble to  rcfer tc, specific pints ond bc n~ware of tItc correct p 1.r41 1%. Tl~is is bmomiq n bit of a hbit, lilo 

havc to my if again - "Well h e  Janl" I r~qlly d ~ ~ l ' i  hovt haw she finds h c :  lo do so rnnuythings for SGM -just the Qld. GulIetin 011 its ow,: 
must take up u~~ to ld  time, as woldd Study Group mentor and chief adviser, tllcy  re just two offf~c 1- she ~vcnry. 

J:rn did advisr: me of lhe sitwiion ~ c s  ago, but M no1 Iytd fin opportunity to pcss m her cornmcnfs about iridividml memberJ~ip (re 
t l ~ e  probllcrfis 1 perwived ahmt non-Society RFSC af;'ilintion). That ofcourse wns in relation m&ly to I c ~ A I  rnnftcys. Thc I .y-Laws S ~ H ~ S  that 
Sturty Gmttp members m~lsl helr>rtg to n eraup or Wnch of 1he Socicty. I-lowcrrer tlmz arc 110 prcmt resh53ions on having 'supportm' or 
'suhzcribcrs', or a? 'contributors' to the NL, We can nlso 11ave guests or visitors artw~d RFSG activi:'-a. Its jvsl Uwt they sl~otrldnl lidcd as 
rnembzrs. So we dnl1t lime nny probfcm wifh individ~~xl rnen~bersl~ip, tl1011@ YOU may be aohd in due cotlm to dmIare yo111 status. 

THERE IS SOME GOOD mo. m THAT MANTJM. 
On pBoteco@~~g of Icaf structum cr ' l ~ n f  ?rtntsi. Thmc are a w p l e s  of 7 different leaf shrlpcs and a mge of u. mtion fro111 1111 

f i ~ ~ & I d e d  Ozothmus (m Ca~.~i~~ilr) diom~of@!iru or Sago Inrdi to Alclrolnea ilicfulio Native IIally, atld n Plccltunil;tts. and it is anwAg hojv 
the difklcnt sl~ndes of cnch lenf shad all. lla)se prilds 'Ilave been rude by pl-cssu~g frcshly collected: leaves in o tckphone dircctorj for a 
cnuyk of weeks, then p1,lrornm~ing t ? m  nt nclual six win(: a lidst setting on the copier. Thc best results are 07>t~intd fmm spechais Unt 
have dislinctivc: venation.' Flowers em 01:-rs be 1.ecordcd irl tliis Immer. 

There is also an hfonr~atirm sheet 011 IVcwslcttcrs anrl Copyright which aunmrjses ihc 1jgI1tF of the ouqll*~, and 8s well, the 
mceptions afhicl~ otller p3r t icq mi: :i::ld br, ~ b l c  to jlrfiry f.rir.dealir~~ for criticism nr reuicw, a1 fair dealing for rq~rt ing the news. TI - ~ c ' s  
nothing harcl md inst so one wodd~l?  rmit to 20 to fa; stme with the l n ~ ~ x  of libel. Some would Lmv~ been clia'rvn up by ,ympIe with little 
c n ~  :ciiacc and to alsiire onti-democmtic rustim he eitlicrhidd~n from LIE public or to pennlisc ~vhi: 'le blowers, Azain thou@, pl-otectioa is 
nwcled from h ~ a i i . ~ ~ ,  uu~vmm~etl mdice, Bar; ~114 ideolagiwl mmnics R I ~  \-vl.p wolilrl havc no mmpmr,tion in the usc of dirpjl kicks oil 

m y  ol)positio~~. We are s z e i q  s o ~ n ~  of t l~eze rr,-tllods in opernt ifin Inday, usuatly fly h e  more u l h  cwservtltivcs ~vlm wish 10 set agwr1:rs uuT2; 
to society ~mcxdly. 

WE W: :-a i ~ a r n t , r n ~ ~ ~  SENT ,a c o x  ap l ~ n s ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~  B T J ~ O O ~ S  ~ ? l l h ~ n ~ m ~  
Acft~t ly  it m c  some thns ago ~ndXplt it aside la pms on d&ils tomernbf n as spxd p d t t e d .  Issue # 14 wm a bi-mwtihly, but 

&ze to the h v d d ~ l  GS'T it 11% riow brxon~e a qi~flrrflly. It w q  of40 pn,v,,,,p~bIS~cd by Sannly Ringer oFhiatMey Q. Plants c a ~ c r d  ~ ~ c l u d e d  
JI l a w m  Pll~rn (JJon'ac~~rrs @Ir?n18), Applel~nries @il!(frdiein sp,r$, Bopplc Nut fTIici'~bucI1 :a pintrat~olio), Davirlons PIv I n, Lemm Myrtle 
flnckhorwfrr cfh''do~m)while irlsects Rerdrles, Uo~rngs  aml Decs wkrc wilten about a ~ l d  c v a ~  I'G liqucurs were cover~d. 'l3m ucre o&cr 
a1 ticlea i r~ fl~:: nxyyjnr: both in-dwT11 and as E>~ilief%. A W J : ~  m!r. $3.1 
Oilinr wcl , ~ t '  I~l~bkScxI I k ~ i l ~  - hvo people s a t  a mwqapw rirport on iun expedition to Sydney's Blue Mo~;nteim !nst May, lookinp, for ~ ; i b I e  
fi~np,i (mu.rbrocm's). Seven] : lmics w e ~ c  collcctd, mrl qj?ruf,rhta wmnings given on Ula Ely Agnric mnd Dcnth Cap (botl~ nl-eAnrurrf:a spp.) 
fotmd in ff~e Rrpa 8114 wllich are to be c.voidr.1. A lokx ~ m u c  \vds Sy&cy buliland w1?!cre ncAcifl podsa Zrnspari11a (Snr?/ux gbrnpIiyll84 i~vr;s, 
Pcrsmrin, $ylct~v tlndX.rb~'~I;.rrii.~ ~veir: pth~ser3 and ~mys to irsa Ulan were s ! ~ ~ c s ~ d .  
'CVe bnutlrt a pi& of pmv6ered I m n n  Myrllc fionl t l ~  l c r ~ ~ l  hmlth fcod s h q  for food flavouring - tkis vras prdu& by an cntqrisilsg cn~~ple 
at nwrby h n l c  who xugl: .st it be suhslitz~t~ .I h l o  ~.*ciprs for lano* ppss or lcmoa essence. Re.1 lemms are nsually iq short supply Ilcfx as ow 
redd!:l~t Foseumn bent us lo most ot'fIil:m~. "Carb~~si~cc" rrt La>~lc:  SO .supply ~>!3&70-l?r:1~~ T~cttutr4. fa stipr'!(afo (Us: in lie11 of c o r n o n  
p.:ppcr), ~ ) l :  ir4*ed XI y~Ur: BnckholiIFia m f . ~ ~ i / ~  f o 1.Ir:vur mmy dishes, !'?flltlr&p~I A1 mirr victol.ii %?id to Ix: c h o r ~ I a t ~ ~ e I n u t / c o t j f ~ c  f?a~ourr.d 
.:ad a ~~~l irs~?W,lc!~cl -  Imnn Mytle, C i m m  Myrtle wiIll R ~ l n s l ~  of Chilh - Tor Asitm dishes, stir fries, BCQ meat or even add lo a sillncl. 

uTEIr21TZ CDPyCNT5Y hPJP~lT..A t?LLTr, B ' Gh/f T!-Vl SRXD R M C .  
P,Ipimu CUI?JUIPCT A I Y I N C I I ~ ~ C ~  c~tnningI~m~ii Costant .:?om rrlphmdii Doqattrlres palmmi Ruroschf~rns~olcalaisulu Iiickst eockin 
pi:trtnfifili? IJyntm~o~orurn j7m1m Melicopd e l l ~ , p m  P ~ ~ O I ' E Q  jitrmirtoid~,~ Milrrtin meguspenrm. R m t  donor Rod Cook Reqner;. 
to Pat~!crr. l'ennatt ?,O Eelmore Crl PInc IltiouaE~h~ I?. 1206 with a BSliE, plenne. 

Ed. Scvcrrtl CIc~urriet~cil'~u~t tonlmTosam haw fnritcd well and I told Palrick I would offers& dirfcl bm here as it murt be fiwh to 
gcmiiaeic. Now we c'itd thc birds LIE julo firm so T mn't promise. availability. However TIl collect what I cm and sow thm; myone wnnting t l ~ c  
species should be OK fm- seedlings on request. 



IT BAS 3PXN A DlFFICTJL'r WUJl FGR GRUWING: - APln BAXW ON IXE XORXSTS TOO 
Just about every rncmher wlro Ims becn in touch m m t i o d  how dry it has been in tlleiY arm - fmm Doti Yaks at Hervey Ray Q. 

 cross to Corolym I - h 4 a d  a1 K i q y ~ ~ y ,  and all through SH.Qlrl; of  stem NSW at h t  dmu past Wollmgong, I think. Victorin h d  
reasonnblc ~ a i n  at long I s 6  but gnerally lhings nrc pretty R.S. Ovrmll 
probably 85% of our membership have had less than ideal conditinns s ine  mllrmn, wd no doubt the rainfill mrds here at Booyo~lg arc 
typical of most: May to Oct = 6", a g d N o v  with 7 ID", the past 6 weeks jrlst wid1 2 In". r)i~ll.*ia&q for 1'1w1t plantings, SQ Rmyl mtd 1 
(and pms-ganged visitors) arc h s t  bmsk hying to !eep w&r up to Jnlrn i h ~ m l ' s  33,000 i n v ~ m ~ l  (ex-Telsktt) iu inamzing Bmyongs 
flora, Tve said it 5,000 times previously, and I shall repeat the h t  "it is by Gxr~narc effm.tivc, and gcnmlly &apm to protect q.d rn&bhl 
existing vegetation than sttmptine, to mey:&ik degmkd a d  inappropri;tldy d d  plncxs", n u t  t l ~ n ,  Ulat docm1t get votes I gnff ier, 

And Judith Emss (Ipswich Q.) in l k m s b a  "we have alao ~weivcrl u,rJramc l.aia but nowv1m.e nms enough to be c o n s i ~ r l  
&ought breaking. The fire ban was Ukd &T abollt 2Chnm k& but there is not mmh left to burn. 

G m y  Daly of the NSW llhvam last a bt dplants during whkr and others including Milky Pine were hit by the cold. "It is 
interesting to note how &live some plants can be to slight diffcrmces in tempmtnre. Once a plant is below the toleraace level it will 
r e d y  go back w i a l l y  dmmg p i a d s  of dry, cold wind S r m p  Wallabies have also sn%ppd  r l a m a ~ d  same plants. In particular a mass 
planting by a I reek; though all trees are pratPrM by wire cages even 3m high edabfishd figs .wvxe pulled ova, leaves eaten and bm&es 
l\roIrc~l, It would hmc k ~ n  ~ i c z  if tht: niqws '-1Iliral wc Jlori csrlicr Ulis p r  remailid ;1115 d ~ i m l ~ d  out tlic exm Me popuIation of Swmip 
Wtl?lxbiers and Wanbats. Iltev worlld nku rdr~r,: thc f i ~  .mri i'mtl cat ppoplntim~. Wjfh nll the rain in Nnvcm11~;r (OVCI- 150mm) I have 
rcasmd plnnting RF smsu like lla@n~v IJaTmr, Bnr~hin inteq$niin aquilrm, Phtycerium hillii, lJdgkin.r~utia uvaiifrom.. My Delabm 
tho~all I~aving a mu& life d just l m tall, f l o ~ d  for the fint h e .  Nso found a swiI1Lg GC~.WO.F IrerrfIunn.ii (ltcd Carabccn); thc pnrmt 
plnflt hag h,-,en in the p ~ m d  a h 1 1 5  y ~ m .  l:t?nnd a Mclrqt 1.anrd mll ia? ,  tm, mud hml a ah-r: Tree pfirtinlljt Bower d e s  10 pxfs, 

Srsub 711brys nw rcb31ing to Ibe ~ v ~ r m !  I smviwo ld llle Wallongong Botauic Cmda~s  iu w d e r  'vl~m giving a talk on 
lankape design. The provenance is p~nhably finm exaped ~ p t i v e  birds mixed with ~~~t m d a i i c  p t i c  ruahial. rve had reprirts of 
Turkeys as far sonth as Bmen grounds N.R thmg$t nane have yet bezn ~cparfcd fwm the Shoalhaven. 1.Ioweva thcy pbs.bly exist-in q p c r  
K-mgaroo Valley -their fowx-ra~lgt.. wknd~-?,  t n  C:~mlmvm~n. Im111d nlso like to s e  tthe rctmn oYan+av-tls m d r d  wriicr hit vlhich no 
l ~ n ~ & ~ e o i s t  d u ~  to prr*lntirm h i n m  foxes, f a 1  cats, nud cllmlgm b the ImIitsf. Slldr stxcirs j17~111dt2 ~~?oolpoo pigeoil, Par&% Wdlaby, 
Tkak111 Q~ol!, Blark-,-awked Stu1'k7 W~ile-frmM &allbit Rat, l<rrl-b?lrk 4 I'adwnelom wl Emkn~ Uertong" 

A.UB +i M~G+:~TL~.W RJEI:;~.CH Y~A.,~ AIJ. w~~?~rf i~t- :  m r ~ . ~ ~ r  kmT? KAX,;V-T r<wLz : a c f ~ ? ~ n  QD. 
Their 42 ticre blo& fc~~sns pxi of h e  mdern .section of O h m  (I~ILIII bill. "It has i-m rocky volr,mk km4s with an intervenling 

hsRddlc', ,:tJlics, sloping 1anl:I of wrions dg~ees, 2 hmrr and a b m .  'OLnun Obum' is n district 11~ar  Kalbs, an excel!mt name always causing 
peat nmusemr-lni mllong rmw!-lnr~tl,p. App~r:nlly nwms 1):irrl sf.m~d m-1 d nm 11'. rk it cc! hinly :~~rpli*%, 

About a tl,;rd of @ i  block is lo:,v s o . ~ n d - v b e  s r ~ l ~ h .  TIT1c u.mS cm1:nilri 7pccir:s m~ hxiy,rilnw, csnws r d ~ ,  leopard a s l ~  fom~bak,  
pmnuP tree, bottle b-ee m d  red kzmala. 'Shis s m h  is uu two main .m.U,~rs, m the volriirix sl?~zes with t a r a  g m s h d  m d  a sofi-vod- 
ironbark trmitim area covering the rest An adjohn- block of45 wzes to tlx sonth IBS the lagest and best xmlant of sohvood scrub in the 
area, perlwps 20 acres in sbze. The o w n d l 1  k rctaiuin[: that mub. Vine s c d ~  adjoins us to the north, and a fiather low m b  coveis a 
h o b  ad~oiomg 11.: b the north east. We h a ~ e  no reason to l d ~ ~ e  &a1 h , s e  i f lea p i d l  LY cleared. 

Wt: baught the p p c r l y  iu May 2'!00 with fhc zp:sific~o^~yosc oip-kg a n d  d m c : i l g  the vine s.,r-uh iuzd is regis"u:red under 
the Lad for Wildlife scheme. On I l le QIrl g~:l,vcmmetii's initial pib1islm.i maps iupqmation for the vc,@ii?ion rnumgamnt guidxfines, our 
biock and the big s m ~ b  to ~ I E  sur1r11 of us wn-r: doss-iiilrl 'piilk', flat is, cnrlI~merl. Following n pthtir. autcly ova  f f ~  irvlwrmcy ofrnat~y of' 
tlie utnl~s, tlx gfiT.mmnctrli, p~~hlisl~wl a newmap, wllich, without m~:okafion, dclctwl us tium t k  cadan~et+erl c ~ ~ g o r y ,  mtd dissti.cnlly redurc.1 
mu ncig11hur's a l d & ~ ~ d  a.1n11. Or b1cr.k is f l~cmf~m 11:flllg rniptmte~l. 

(iur land, is xmt in prisilne ::on&ion; k ~ i n e  scrribs in thk area are. Q u r h  been lop%& h m j l y  sioc~ked with attic, ~uliivnted ill 
parts, and h s  had a ' k x  o v m n d l  of it. What ren !ahs of the vine s d  is m the very ~ w k y  ridges, and is low, but Imnmdunsly exitin3 
scrub. We have c s h I o g u d  over IEO, XIw, shzprbs axadvim specks on the hlock(list ea;r,k,::d). As far a s  we can ascertain, the &ued 
Boonah Twkeroo Cupmziopsis sermta is rqxesmtd in a umber or" fixes. &~thiv;n crdomtztin while coiiumon dscwI1clr: is se!.dm s e ~ a  in 
the Fmsifan. '.I31c prex~.ce of Figs, OW fi-riting trees SIJ& as I'iiw~zi?ia, aud :nIucrrons btt&y host plants mkes this an excellent wildlife 
block. 

To date we have !j.skd 83 bird spacia, i n c l n h g  scrubtndeys, p ~ j n t d  ln~tlon qi-.:?i.l, vaakd hfilers, spmkld warblers, owlet 
aighfjam, eavtun ycllmv mbks and tbr: 3 !m1 qccim DSFJ.JI;~IP~'F.~IS. T\R-y ' w ~ ~ I ~ ~ r s h n $  !mrparrA our fmg cc~mts whid~ stmd at just 6 species 
uf prcsmit. '!'l!c black iy host to ~rumaon% rw i-mcked mhbies, no~il~mn bmwr~ !!cndic~'t? B W ~  ~birb12s. Twpping, ~mdw NPLY pcnnit Ly 
lflcsl Field Nat 9 gro~tp h ~ s  not tnrnai ~ r p  any oifiwmp,h:vr: m n n l  spwjcs, b.1 wc wotdd s q ~ r i s p d  if 11nrrr: exist h~crc, 

'il'h~eab the Sotiwwd sm&: IGxxat & y ~ v r h m - m d  snme exhi~mly close d s  f7m neighbo~~rin;: fifes show fire to bc. t l ~  
biggest 8mi. ILmg tongues of gmslmd itmde ini'a lh scr~rbs md tkcc  axe also gassy clr;ii+~ings. VJe m d  to be able. to keep those p r a a  
sksht3.d a d  rnainwilined. The 0 t h  IMJIX fl!~rd, as ~ ' 1 1 1  ei~c~ j m n i  vhle scrub in the Fassifiini is emtic w ~ : l  ~:;ecies. We h v e  o~atbrefib 
of r:pPt.. cia-w :&re, cJi:~G~.;,tlh~g a s p m g ~ s ,  IE:!...;~;I. vjnc 2nd !;tzitfi~~.a. raii ~LS~SE:X!!IX In c~nt;icsD'ng th: invit.siye spmies, md ~ i ~ & i i l ~ l ~  'ill? 
mmnmit scrub. 

Qm iatmiiuns -ior the Mock As we zre comnlittdix irtaining tfis~pit~p~riy zolcly asiv:lfifc hqhifatwe have mclilded all calflc. 
This poses sera p b b  h the scnfbs where safflr, t ~ t  nnt only tl: yanng trees, but. slw the p m b h  exnlic -Jir". Five to six acres, 
prcvio~~ly &EW cl~ltival-ion have hen~ij& wifhtl?e mlltoum and to tMe-xel;lr:ylani-c~i nvm 500 tjw...:: there, mainly EQGS. T~ia js i~ 
keeping with its original veg- cover wbi& containcd Qld bh.gmns Elic taeficornis ( h o r n  as forest red g m  in NSWI) Arem 
adjaxni to a ~ d  linking s o h o o d  remllts z e  to lx wass plmkd with sufl!~mtl qcsias." 

They had spent a lot of m m q  in ~cgawmfim activitim m ~ d  are seeking a Ndmal Ihifage gmt tn contin11e; we trust this will be 
avd!ab'le sllorfly. 

Aub enclosed the specks list as 'it itay be of interest to show r m ' s m  with yom- sen' Just a cauple of w& previously, Van 
!Clq$l~~kc jdsrilicFi~dAc~cin cur.rci~i.ra;s l~t:cf: d t  'iioojlung'. Riziilg a species I ; I J ~ O W L  tn LIL:,, I i:hcck:r.d nr!i all ~11txn ~CFI but c ~ ~ i l r h ' t  fmd my 
r'cfe: ;:rims to that waltle. Pallaps a mae change? Anyway c a i n c h m l y ,  its an 111~ Gum h t  so that's a lead for me. Otherwise thae are 
not tOQ many plants in m.m, a mere 30 ar so. We have just one Alee- sp. in cmrm (tho-& we each have 3 species), m e  figures 
wifli C~rlihiun~s, they hiwe 2 Ilimpytw - diffacrJ.t to om2 Obvicnsly m t  Rli i'ani~anfs, isalded p a t c l ~ s  arid even kg ~ 1 ~ v i n g  areas of 
forest on: diffmmt to mnst other sits% it ~ , ~ ? ~ v i i l l u l r t  &yingthi-vkt~l~fly cadi will pmve Co bz nuiqm in silecies fisiiilg and canposiiion. 
EQ I really ~-,;illllot resist this co~r::mt. I thi& Aub should atsure thi7t the w~ scrub grows the n n ~ f i c e n j  Plagycetirmi ssper-btm 
(Eiagbom), and bm11tif-d uloolrtovm Orchid Dedrobirlm b@b-bum. 



HARRY FRANZ TELLS OF A DD?FICULT TIME THROUGH LOW RAINFALL AND WEEDS 
"We have had another very dry y w ,  water restrictions make it difficult to maintain plantings and I wonder whether if1 will be able 

to get much growth in this season. Heavy frosts this year were unusual - it is the first time Hoop Pines on my block have been frosted, while 2 
neighbours lost young, established Macadamias. Mmbers of the Kingaroy SGAP h u p  planted Dry RF species in Carroll N.R. in Kingarox 
keeping water up to these and weeding the have kept us busy. nim are 2 types of Aspmagus fem there, Cats claw, Lastana and M o b r  
of Millions.^We have funding to regenerate the Semgreen Road Reserve where a nice patch of remnant Dry Rf can be strengthened and 
extended." 

Harry updated the situation a month later (end Nov) "We've had useful rain to break the drought; 5 to 6 inches in the district at the 
end of October and lighter falls since. My RF trees have made the most of this change and rue shooting strongly. As well, water restrictions 
lave been relaxed. A weeks holiday f~om work has enabled me to plant out more trees and 1 h o p  to spray other areas reody for later planting. 
Will get back to Semgreen rmd for more planting, weeding and seed collection if we can find any thg  with f i t .  That site is the wettest it 
has been for ages and it is a pity that we don't have more plants ready to put in now. Trust that you too, have had some of the rain that has 
caused so much flooding in many places." 

THE LATEST ON DES TUCK'S MT RIVERVIEW GARDEN 
Mid Nov "Lovely rain - 70mm in 36 hours. This follows an extremely dry winter, I I almost hear the trees drinking the water! As 

I look outside I can see a Macleay Laurel Anoptems macleayanus in flower and a Sjzigium wilsonii almost read) 20 break into flower, while 
Elaeocapus reficulatis (white form) is just starting to open. Further into the garden the pink variants are bursting into bloom and after the 
rain the air will be full of perfume. Adding to the scents is Cuttsia viburnea, which too is in full flower with its lovely, sweet honey smell. 
Current temperature is just 15 degrees; a few weeks ago we were in the 30's with bushfires locally! 

Pandorea 'Golden shuwers' gave a magnificent display over the shadehouse, for many weeks late Aug - Sept. Many species are on 
the move while others are waiting for more rain, and warmth. Davidsonias are going well along with various species of Tree Ferns, 
DiplogloMs, Piflospomm, Syn'giums ... Was very lucky to see Evan Weatherheads fantastic XIrodosphaera rhodunthema (Deep Yellow Wood) 
in fill1 flower in spring - the tree was coverod in blossom and was a gral sight with Ihe sun full on it. 

Spring was p a t  for the little birds in my gnidens, evmy day sees them fee* and watering 1 1 e .  S m e  I can identify are New 
Holland Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill, Thornbill, Scrub Wren, Superb Fairy Wren, Grey Fantail, Rufo~~s Fmteil, Willy Wagtail. Plenty of 
large birds come in as well, but I like to see the d e r  ones. I only provide water and grow native plants for their food source in the hope that 
this will provide a balanced diet. 

We went on the Blue Mountains Group's bus trip to Barren Grounds and Robertson Nature Reserves - what a great little patch is 
Robertson Reserve. The November day we visited was damp and misty but this only transformed the forest and gave it a mystical character. 
A top day, we will go back to Robertson as well as other patches down south, many more times. I am keen to get up your way and places 
further north in the very near future. Our son spent time in your Port Macquarie district and loved it, especially the RFs. He is following my 
interest in RF so I encourage him at every opportunity of course. 

Earlier this year we had a small crop of Finger Limes and decided to try some 'Marmalade' but maybe ll1 try a different method next 
time. After forcing my mouth to break the tough strong skin and a thousand seeds to finally get at some jelly it was not too bad; but boy, those 
skins and seeds beat me on that batch! 

Over the past couple of years I have been gradually increasing the numbers of RF trees and shrubs in containers. This allows me the 
flexibility to grow more, and move them around the courtyard and near the house as I please. In group displays, with different foliage types, 
they really look attractive and add serenity to the paved areas. 

Good success with Syzigium wilsonii seed in both pure sand and 50150 sand & peat, approx. 90% results and 
strong seedlings ready to pot on. Took 6 months to geminate, though Pittospoiurn revolutum took 7 months. Other species sho~dd start to 
appear as the weather warms. It is a great feeling in successfully propagating seed and by cuttings, passing on pl&ts to family and friends as 
well as extending the garden. 

Helen Tranter of Robertson E n m m t  Protection Society (and RFSG member) sent me a copy of their "A Guide to the 
Yarrawa Brush - Trees, Shrubs & Vines of the Robertson RF Remnants"; I found this to be a fine publication with species of the area 
described and photographed - recommended for anyone intereAed in the district.'' 
(Ed. The 'Guide' was reviewed in an earlier NIL and Helen generously presented a copy for our libraryl reference Gles and is available for 
loan, on request. 

JAN PARKIN IS ALARMED AT FINDING NEW SPECIES OF WEEDS IN A NATURAL AREA 
Like most people of the east coast, Bellingen suffered a particularly dry winter but received a little welcome rain late October. Jan 

wrote " h e  just read 'Feral Future' and this, together with finding seedlings of Paulonia, Tabeluia and Spathoden (West f ican Tulip Tree) on 
our place has made me more concerned than ever about our Oz native bushland. I think Tim Low's points about the dangers of free trade in 
this respect are well made." 
(Ed Readers of the N/L may recollect that Jan & Ross's property is generally stable bush, virtually undisturbed for a good while. So, one 
would have to assume that an invasion of brand new weeds there will be magnified many more times in uncared for, or fkquently disturbed 
sites and be a further problem for environmentally concerned people. 

MANY MEMBERS HAVE WRITTEN ON A PERSONAL BASIS - OR SENT XMAS CARDS 
Some have expressed their best wishes to the Group in general and I am quite chuff4 about the numerous comments of appreciation 

of the NL's topics. I thank you all here, in lieu of a personal note to each well wisher. It is heartening to realise that most members are really 
interested in broad coverage of the study contained in the NLs . 

Email comments. Moremembers are hooked into this facility,,as time goes on. I have been urged by several to do the same, but I 
feel I must remain true to the principles of my ancestors - the Ludd clan - as I know that I would become a captive of such new-fangled 
technology and would have even less time available to devote to the NL. Garry assures me that it would actually save time, but Td really need 
a servant to do the job. 

Steve Tornquist passes on his address as stornqui@hutch.com.nu should anyone wish to correspond. The Group passes on its best 
wishes that Steve speedily recovers from a fall early Oct which resulted in a fractured ankle. Subsequently, a knee h t u r e  was discovered 
then the leg became infected, needing a week in hospital. 

Also, Evan Weatherhead has been unwell but a scheduled operation should see him 'back to speed' by now. We trust Evan is now 
on the mend. 



COMMENTS ON ITEMS M THE PREVIOUS NL - ON NATIVE: HYBRIDS..... 
Gwen Caddy suggests that &z&&&& for the avemge rrnthiTlking (or mug) grower might minimise predicted problems. 

Dedicated Oz plant lovers though, should grow as many lssd species as possible with the hope @at they will enrich nearby bushland by adding 
to a (usually) diminishug gene pool. Attractive species from distant areas, and =-sterile hybrids should be watched in case they become 
establi,hed as local weeds. 

Judith Brass says that their showy flowers sean to attract the mare aggressive birds - miners, fi-k-birds, crows, etc. Fortunately 
RF species da not seem to have a t h c t d  p h t  breeders. A local nursery d m  not stock RF plants 'as thy are too reliable - it is not good 
business to sell plants that Iive for 1 OW y m .  I-Ie prefm WA natives & hybrid Grevilleas that 'hk good for a year or two, then die so people 
have to buy another one.' 

Don Yates has a wider view "A flied of the great phdosopher George Bernard Shaw ance remarked upon entering his home that he 
thought it u n d  that for someone who liked flowers - there was not a single flower in the house. G.B.S. replied 1 like children too, but I 
don't go cutting their heads off and putting them on the shelves.' Some things are best left where they belong.. . . . . . . one cannot help but think 
our Societyls attitude to our plants is not much Mmt to G.B.S.'s friend 

So we managed to get the much maligned Olympic Committee to use Australia. plants in the Olympic medal presentations and were 
told this would be great publicity for Oz plants. Fargive me for not undmtanrling this but I didn't think our plants were after this kind of 
publicity, and I wonder in what ways medal recipients are going to help our plants? After a& to them a flower is just a flower, a reward for 
winning a medal. One could not be blamed for thmkmg that some APS material c d y  some items in widely circulated publications, are 
put out by the horticultural cut flower trade, the dried f l o w  craft group or the hyW nmscryroens association. My simple way of thinking 
tells me that ehe only publicity our p h t s  need is the opprtmity to a ihc t  a pollinator, a seed diqmsm, to exist in their rightful habitat, aud 
to grow in the form thcy haw ~ l d  after some 115 miltinn years of evolving to suit the ccmditians p~e~aibng in t l~c etrea they inhabit. 

I would have thought ow main efforts should b to enslrte that we p r m e  those places where ihey survive, rehnbilitate areas where 
they used to be, and to try and stop govemrnents destroying any mare habitats. Now, if the nursq or cut flower industry wnnts to set up 
plantations of hybrid native plants and sell them to Olympic C d t t e e s  etc., we m Y  really stop them, but I drm't like to see our funds 
publicising something that is not of the slightest use to the donors - our native flora." 
And on other topics. ..... Judith Brass offers her o b d o n s .  Be tubes I use an old f i  drip tray, placing tubes in a layer of coarse sand 
dways kept moist and so gives sufEcient mistme to the seedliags. Use of water absmbing granules also help s..... . . On camp hodaurels 
Could be used formatcl~es, clothes pgs ,  furniture. I am told by a loti11 cabinet maker h t  tkey are mllmt timber for woodwork. Leaves 
and branches could be cornposted for biogas, a much cleaner fuel than wood; residue would be great for mulching RF plantings.. . . . . . . Krill - 
someone has found a use for fhem, frozen seafood sticks. .. .. That tax on books. The school I work at has to pay GST on books purchase for a 
text books hire scheme, but we cannot pass this cost anto students. (Ed. That must be a 'public' school; private schools are charities and 
therefore GST exempt. Mr Howard boasted in his Electorate Report 'Christmas Message' "It was my pleasure to present an Australian flag to 
Denistone East Public School and to open (public funded) new and remished school b d d q s  at Our Lady Queen Of Peace School, 
Gladesville" . 

d GmrkXpl thy  Inrx~rn in the GDP e k  
As only one man& c o m m t d  M this, I have to assume that either people are uninterested or completely bmhwashed by the 

constant propaganda that these catchcries are crucial for our survival. Judith BEUS said it in one 'Sustainable Development is an oxymoron, 
along with Ecotourisra' 

I will merely quote Geaff Grace, a lang-time Sydney 
' 

talist who said "GDP does not diffmmtkte between good growth 
and bad growth. It says nothmg about mdahahility. It is nansense that activities associated with &ty, floods. crime, traffic accidents, 
insect pIagucs, wafs &. are included in GDP. Even same 'good growth' is actually bad gmwth Is prod- more vehicles good grot117 It 
inrrease i ow impacts. Is in- Australia's population gmd gowtI17 It incraws ecoIogical fuotprints." .......... And lmve it there. 

CAN CAMPHOR LAUREIS BE IUeTAEDED BY ANY OF THE STRANGIER FIGS ?? 
Mark Ziebell of Bulli wrote, mainly to discuss a Cam* issue at Illawana Grevillea Park, "where we have one specimen providmg 

much needed shade to various ferns and archids growing on and around a large rock. Although natives have been planted to provide shade 
eventually, it will be a few years before they can adeqately do so. So the camphor has a reprieve. In an effort to hasten a replacement I have 
cxpah~ented with placing young figs in the fark of a low branch and tmnk; the idea being that as the fork in question is approx. 5' above 
ground, it should have a head start in skqling the camphor. However 2 Figs Ficus mucrophylla met their demise soon after I placed them in 
the fork. This could have been due to the dry d t i m  I had carved a bit of a repository in the fork for the strangler and then wound tape 
around the fig in an effart to give it a moist and p r o w  e r r v i m m  bnt this may have not been enough with the subsequent windy, dry 
winter, rd hope to try a third fig this autumn, though the recent rain should have been ideal for QIE to get established I wasn't prepared to risk 
it in case of a hot and dry summer. 

Anyway, to get to the point, I have been wondering if the camphnr conld prodnce some chemicals toxic to plants like the fig and this 
idea wpuld be doomed to failure anyway, regardless of moisture and special care. I am unaware of the p m e w  strangler figs use to tap into a 
host for their start in life and whether same species are particularly suitable whilst others h d b l y  reject such invasion through protective 
miiWies. 

I would appreciate the advice of members who may have expaience, or s n . a n s  on this matter so that I may try other methods. 
1 had previously tried a similar qm-ima~t with Cora1 i res.  No m m e ~ ~  here e i k  but I believe the main reason was that there was 

easy access by other h p l e .  (Yes, I know I could hvc put a sign on thcm but I have f d  that even Indting a stake beside a plant sends the 
message 1 have value, so please vandalise me.') 

That aside, we are msking good progress in regamling the rear of the park. If you ever get down this way make sure you reserve at 
least a couple of hours to have a look. Seasans gre&ng~ to RFSGies." 
Ed. I wonder if fig 'implants1 should be placed mmwherc in the upper canopywhere more hght is awdable? Course it could be diflicult to 
water. 
Hopemy Mark will be ovieMthelmed by suggestions  and^^ in infdmhg such natural control measures, and 
if in fact they are effective. 

JOE FRIEND HAS REPORTED THAT KOALAS IN N. E NSW ABE EATING CAMPHOR LEAVES 
It seems that they have been 'taste testing' the vegetat~m whilst resting in the trees d u n g  the day. Further details next NL. 



THE USE OF MULCH IN GARDEN OR RI3GENE;RATION AREAS - TEE PROS AND CONS 
(Discussion on this topic was invited in our previous NL) Anneltc Houseman infmed me that the topic was widely covered in 

recerrt Garden Design Study Group NLs md I qum appropriate ~omments from them. These points no doubt represent many of our own 
ideas & cxperiencm R Qld mmber, &off Simmons kick& it off with - 'invariably writers in wden magazines & TV presenters stress the 
importance of distributing a thjck layer of organic mulcll such as straw or bark, an garden beds'. Claims of weed suppression, supply of 
nutrients on decomposition, reducing watwing, Wer rnicroclimate for beneficin1 organisms, aeslhetics. He then summarised 'the other side of 
tlie coin as - additional costs ofmulch-, hb0u.w-s of hamfd organjsms such as hg i ;  introdumrs ~Cweeds; fur hnzard in bushftre prone 
areas; possibility of matting, preventing water penetration.' (Ed. My emphasis; my experience). The writer went on to examine Ule Oz 
scene ia name, and its application in garden design, poinhg out lhat over the bulk of our conlinmt leaflitter is either extremely sparse or 
non-existent (desert areas, sandph-~~ ,  forests $nd mallet?) and ~Oncluded n?aay Australian pkmt~ have dt:velopd mechanism for 
utiljshg elements such as nitrogen & phosphorus ihRt are in small amounts or unavailable in impoverished soils. So it could be un-nmgw 
and poor practice from both mitritional and aesthetic aspects to follow the heavy muIching philosophy that seenu to belie tile lruc nature of the 
Attsealian continent.' 

One rqxmdent hsd an abdame of leaves from neighbow's Wea and was a 8tt%ng advocate for mulching Yo reduce growth 
when compared to bare soil, prevent sail spIaslliag d~uing rain, looks goad in his Qle of garden.' But - the only trouble he has found is that if 
the mulch gets too thick, it can thatch and repel water ..... Another described the mulcli she uses on her RF gardens - Euc leaves, grass 
cuttings, bark and small sticks, pltrs lhe plants own leaf drop of course. One area fa- wed with hot afternoon sun and wind and &ose plants 
are doing better now mulch is used ..... A member from the NSW north mast with reatly rich volcanic soit finds organic mulch i s  a must when 
creatrng a new garden and uses sed-frec hay, tea tree and sugar cane residues. They suppress tile weeds, conserve moisture and enrich the 
text~m of the topsoil with humus circulated by worms and the Like. As the garden matures decorative and longer Wing muIches such as 
Mncadamia shcHs or pine bark can be used.'.... A member working at Ule Wesl Aust goldfields imported mulch from 1000 km away, fading it 
wntRined nasty weed seeds requiring great diligence to cwtroI Ihcm. Other problems were batches of very flammable (ffam passm bys1 
cigarette butts) material, compaction from long distances on rough roads. Illis writer believes that the use of very low ground covers as 'living 
rnxilcl~' is the most satisfactory nnd includes Mppomm p~wfoli lun,  Gmillea obr~r~Volia, an Erentopftiia, andDichondm mpens in 
arm. Other canimenb [GDSG hnd a really good resp0m on tius topic), 'you don't gct a lot of self d i n g  or volunteer plants on a heavy 
mulch layer', %c old rmmmdatian of a 4" or IOOmm deep layer is generally considemi too thick', 'An optimum time of application helps - in Melbourne late winter/ early grjng was t ho te t  best, hot  suitable in h s t  prone lacations what  a completely flat soil surface is best'. 
An American publication was quotcd as The heat gcnmkd from sunlight on b a ~ e  ground can kill roots to 8" decp. Soil beneath n 3" layer of 
mulch is 8deg P. to Iadeg cooler than soil hdmct sim, cmbling roots lo spread h a  fatile Cop soil.' 

As well as chose N L  references, Annette referred me to tile NSW Forestry bmhurt: Tertilisem and Mulches for Trees'$ surely a 
handy little paper, On mulcling, they mentioned the same benefits as already stated but they say p r l y  applied, mulch can have an adverse 
effecl, and some materials m y  not AlliJI all the claimed benefits and somelimes a muIch will induce a fungal sack on thc root and mot collar 
of a ymmg tsee by creaking humid conditions at the soil level. Some orgmic materials may require additional fiatiliser to help decompodtion 
and 10 avoid nitrogen starvation. The use of garden materials (grass chppings and the like) is only mamiendrd if they are weU compostcd 
beforehand and are bee of weed seeds. 
Comments from RFSG members: Noeline Harris at MurwiUumbah - "Apart h the very start of our revegetation project when we used sugar 
cane mulch on our young piants, only to see jt washed down the slope h t o  the bush during bavy rain, we have not done a Iat of mulching. 
But during the very dry winlcrl spring this yeat we very quickly found that it was the only way to save same of our smaller plants. I believe we 
wu111d have lost a lot of plants had we no1 gane aromd and put Id litter, etc. thickly mound any plant under a s s .  They thcn had to be 
watered intensely fae a whiIe but just about d l  &ved ..... ny conkst we had thc wettest O c t o k  of the last six years, and cvqthing is now 
tluiving. Even the tw fens Imk ILke tree fans again." (30th Nov.) 

Aub Podllch (Boonah Q.) said fluwe use cane mulch around newly planted tube stock. Costs $3 bale, each daes 12 trees. Hlffe, 
mulch is essential fbr d l  plants all of whch get only 3 lilres of water (m a trader load of milk cartons in styrene b~xes) with 
walaing. Wc planted all through Ihe dty and did nor Iosc ever! one tree. Have also found that where we have rip@ the ground for planring 
(6 - 7 acres) not a smgle ITW wns losf to hares though they nipped off emyhhg plmted in UKipped areas - seems like they will not cross the . 
clodtled gmund..... Disadvantages of ripping, of course, is disturbed ground and planling genaaIly in rows but for us it's ken excellent. We 
couId not have planted the large areas without this pqmmsion. In the h h s t  areas with hmvily de&radod and compacted soil we've plwted 
Evcalyprs aid local mttle: anywhere close to the vine scrubs we are putting back Crows Ash, Leopard Ash, Bed C&, White Ccdarl Silky 
Oak and Yellow Wood (H~daspItaera ~.hodand~emur) plus d l e r  lob of many others, 104s. 1 bought tube stock but also grow annually, 
several thousand local vine m b  species. 
hs Tuck (Outer Sydney) wrote "I IWS disappointed with some areas of my gatden; during this winh's drought rmd same bad winds, the soil 
dried out despite the mulch, which also dried out and tlm neither soil or mulch would absorb any water. For plants under stress, and areas of 
extreme dryness I had to mqx m a y  the mulch layer and gpread water a h c t i n g  granules and/ or use Wctta Soil' to promote water 
penemtion. This action saved m y  species, both in the pound and in largc tubs. Following a good fall of rain, the mulch was wet 
right through and then the p d  was able to so& up some water. It seems thnt in my garden if both the soil and mulch dry out toa much I 
will have problems so I will need to keep m eye (more closely) on gmund conditions. Only lost a small Davidsoniu so did not fare too badly. 
Very gocd rains over the past 2 weeks lmvc rescued the sitarttion. 1 will continue to use mulcli of diffcxmt ml~:rials ss I believe it is beneficial 
for soil and plants in (usually) preventing \vatu loss, and providing nutrients," 
Rod Cook (Sydney) said ihat mulch is necessary in his dry area. 1-Iis shedder1 chipper tumg out a mulch much h e r  than the woodchips from 
big Council d d d m  and he makes a point of using a 3'Yeyer over much of the bare ground in their RI; thicket. 
Judith Bmss (Ipswich)advises not to use old carpet as it takes at least 10 years to break down wlim covered, rmd it also excludes water, 
Lidit rain oflen dmsn't so& tlmugh much and most irrigation sprinklers arc useless dlen the area is heavily mulched. So place drippers 
mder my mulch layer - though I have found green plastic soak hoses m the besl option. ?hey Isst for years wider mulch and don? block up 
as easily as the recycled car tyrc product. 
Ed's comments. It seems cane mulch transport costs are phii it ive so it is generally available only in mill areas. Alternatives could be 
'spoil& (lucerne) hay', no seeds but costly at abut $6 bale, or sawdust usually free if collected but probably impervious to water entry. 

T R E n  EAVJC BEEN A LOT OF REPLES TO JUDITH BRASS' QTIBTION ON GROUND COVERS 
(The, site is mostly dry dm to root competition, 6m wide at most and with high light lewls). Members stlggestions: F m  Noelfne 

Harris We-have basically relied 0x1 mtmal regrowth and have been fllrKisad t\t the variety that have popped up, some as yet unidentified. 
I-Iowever we probably have a m o i e  situation. These are a couple 



Judith might like sa try. One is PulIia &spta; A3ec B l m W  sent up fmm Sydney a halfdam rtmners which we just put in wherever. B 
spread very rapidly and even mppmsd same snall ofthe dmdd M a h  vine. I h o w  tlus is suppod to prefer moist situations but 
o m  has weatl~efed a my dry winter/ spring without my trouble. Tile other WJXE k m M y  - L.ahe!ia ia~:onomulis which grows hppily 
i n f i r P l a u n o r ~ W ~ a l l s o f i o f s ~ i I ~ , w t  ardry..... ZfJudifh~dlikebtry~,Iwouldbe~rpytesendhasomerunnas 
jnst to see if they work. My home phone no is 0266725141 or if she lives close enour& she m y  like to come and see for hefself," 
Ross Macleay sent down a two page handmi limn Clieening AWrdia's D d g o  0%- ' R e b g  Rainforest Undmdmey' which is a wM 
little summy coveriag Understorey camposilicm, Factnrs that may limit r e g e u ~ o n  of She mak species, Slmtqges for restoration md 
Hints for selecting appr@te species for your area. He also enclosed a list of nnrth cost species covering both ground cover and 
understmy plants. 54 wies in all, m y  being ferns and sedges, but (Cardyline, Clmjevoi, Dimella, Lo&) and Solanums, 
Rubus,& are included 1 sent copies ta Judith; myane else in species can request a copy if needing info on uadcrphkg, 
Julic Ea, volunbzr guide nt Port Macgnanes Sea A m  Nature Reserve forwarded an updated RF species list for om monk and as s 
reference for members seeking ideas. " F m  what h e  seen (and wm), ferns seem to k lhe happiest plants in a low-light situation; or@hi& 

the Christmas Orchid, Cujevoi and thmm lily rho  do well. 'he iq-leaf vialet will dm thrive if thcre's not much cumpetition from 
p s s ,  fve also observed climbas d n g  as a strong ground covm ifthey m unable to get into the canqy - Cisw IypgIatlcu and *FUSmphm 
htif~litrs (Wombat B q )  cover well. 
Don Yates suggested the GmpfopbEEm tts being t ruly  delightful p h h  *t tareIy get a mention and are S d v e  ground covers in sites not 
overly shaderi. Tbere are 4 species - G. spinigmm which tends ta be harizantslly s p r d h g ,  G. thcmgoodii also low and spa* with 
~ u - t i f u l  red flowcq G ~ ; r c e l m  with red f l o m  bo, add taller $ 0 ~  bnt can be k q t  low, G. ilic$uiium @oily-laved fuschin) low 
gowing with purplish rd flowers, aad finally one of the most M & r o d  mas he has seen - Smmoh aemula var. Purple Fadm - 
found originally at D i a m d  Head NSW (not dl that far BmnByabrmal), a s h d q  plant to d y  about 6" high a@ widely spreading. 
X)es "ruck alsa thought ofthe Native Vi& Violo 1~edemcme for Judith7s site; "this QUC will quickly m through a moist area, patticulerly if 
mulched. AIso consider the fm D d i a  media which can colonk an area but not as mpdy as the violet." 
Bod Cwk has pidm of green 'cuver'~ H M i a  /msmta (a dtbush), Opiismenr~r aemuia @asket grass) c ~ ~ m t g l i n a  
(Cmping Christhq S c m y  weed), and the ferns Adimrtm aethirrpicum, D d i o  qm. HjpoJepis muelleri. Though all prefer damp, shady 
areas they do ~ ~ ~ l r i b u k e  some mvm in OW dry, shalcdiy  hill top site." 
Val Collis suggested n number of s p i e s  myins "h mainly loding atvibt grows in OW bit of forest and hdith semu ta a d  ground cover 
rather understorq. Try Aneliema UC-mtum a d  A. bij70nmt sometimes )mown as Native Wandering J w but am not as Irrvasive. 
D i c M m  repm (Kidney Weed) and Oplimmw aemarlur (Basket grass) are quite vigmous in full sun. Thesl: two me smetims thought of 
as h u i w  plants' in a fmnd pdeu but do a wardmful job in onr type of forest It of course goes without saying that to grow more trees 
among well established spechms, the growtll will be retarded as they compete for hght etc. This will crente shade and therefore a place to 
grow Lobe!ia tngonocaulis, f,Torcst Lobelizt), THpladmia ~nninghmnii formerly Krey- end ihat Mest  uf ferns hodia  #pew (Rasp 
Fern). h k i a g  further, Gahnia aspem (Saw Sedge), Qmatrosfac!ys an~eps (Mtlm Flax), hnandtu Jwg$olia (Spiny-bend& Mat Rush), 
Cordyline shicro & C. pmolaris a d  the vety beautiful Tussock Grass - P w  labilladieri will all grow in dry mnditirms. 

The now I volmnes of RairrforestPf are e x d h t  dermx lmks for those of us who sre laming th 
mysbzies of growing RF plants.'' 
mh ? h i s ~ s a ~ t ~ e s p r m s e t o a m e m h e n q n i r y , d I t h a n k w q w h t h e i r ~ t  Though,ttsIsaidt6Judith-shewiUhave.tobuythe 
adjoining block in ordm to luve room far all those, bIrt specks that bave been nminatd. 
Judith wok just a few days ago saying "K.augmw fern is abut the d y  fm which survived the cold., d q  w h W  lmq it died bgEk but has 
resprouted Other ferns I have been given wiIl pW1y be kept in a shaddww to get them more dvaaced @ack problems have stopped 
furher planting out). ~ c 1 1 l o  maritimn a coastal jipnmkx)ver 1 green throughout whkx but it anly grows in hrgh light lmls. 
Xoya oushnIis also survived bur growth is slow. River W e s  flower d l  on the edge of RF areas buL do not sem to thrive m low light levels. 
WmdeTlng Jew is also mspro~~hng! 

RBIUl'S AN lDZA TO PIZOTEm NEWLY P U N T E D  TUBE STOCK PBOM THE MARAUDING HORDES 
~WbyLeighMurrayofQueenbeyaninandcfein~CambamDec2000Jmraal) BeLgkemtoattractYellow- 

Wed Black C ( x : h s ,  she planted out numbers of Grmmfnas of 6 s p &  to augment those pming on she pr~pa-ty and for a later food 
supply for the d e s .  lncaI &bits and hares soon strated biting offthcphis at g o d  level nnd Wallabisnibbldat otl1m sotbey hadto 
be pmlected. Gutter Ciuard w chwm as "is is cheap, r d y  available, easy to ape (cllt with scissors), crm k joined with plant ties to make 
tall gum&, and made of plastic. Ihe plastic part af the spec. is imprttmt, as I found ollt In this year's y a y  cold winter I n d e d  to protect n 
fewimsttauchy babyetl~sagainstfrost..... I~~npguardsaround~seplardsandusPdshadeclothp]aoed81~undthe5o~thandeastsi&s 
and over the top; this method worked well except for those p W  s m e  by metal guards: the metal rdifded 'CDOIW and bumt the leaves. 
SonowIsticktoplasticguards." 

Ed. Having similar problems, RII t@ng out the mcfhod t lmghmy ~tterr& is d y  7" wide. Ourregen a n m  (including 5 Iarge 
gmphgs of sround 80 plants protskd by &hm chidm m Ri@ningIockwire) were appmt ly  not Wmby wf. 'They didn't go over though, 
butunderneathf ~swas~,how~0lljda,Slw~mpm3Redneckeddhbyget~aghthismp Thepemrythendroppod-theyhadto 
be hdanelons, d Maempods abut 30 - 60cm body leu@ and 3 - 7 kg -4 mall enough to get u n h  my mesh not pinned down. All 
fences are now weighed down, howeva oae lot of Ringlock has mmh large amugh for animals to get through They pwbcularly liked 
Sandpaper Figs and Ai'phi~onin e x c e h  the Rad Ash I m tell you, thaw individuals seem to have different prd.erences for side dishes. The 
odd Emnimospm, Sfreblw, Syzigisnn msdI;Tymenmpm have been redud in size, some rtEmost eaten down to ground IeveE; others 
adjacent were untouchd l'd d m d y  cut up b 3 00m of3 foot x small mesh for ~ndividual gwds and I didn't relish the thought of 
having to do more [time'eonsnming mi q i v e ) ,  liam being very apprwkirve of hmmg of that experienoe with gum gmd Ordinary 
cheaper cbicken wire with its 2" mesh is unsatisfactor)~, they get their eahg  bil through this a d  relish any of the planted Acacia 
imrufu and Ewbphrr umenoides (Tdowwoods) they can reach. Yet, the same species nahrraTly regmmtmg are rarely &. Amazing. 

I enquid if 12" gut& gwrd or w k  was avaihble ( ~ t  isn't). I-Iomver il was suggested 'vermin wireq marketed as Hardware Neftlng, 
though only available in 6" width, would be as c l a p  as gutter guatd m d  easily wired together lo prokct small pIanrs. It's $21 for 46 metres - 
about 40c a plant. It is galpaniscd, easily cut and llas 10" d Rn bymg a mli 4 will let yon lmow if it is effective. 

Our aim is -protect seedlingsr tulx & with nartow, fmt high mesh; as they outgrow this, repla@ with 3' guatds taken from plants 
sufEicientIy tall enough to be oul of the neath of our mident Swamp and Red-nec.kl Wallabies. It seems thaugl~, that such M - u p  saplings 
n d  to be tied to a W e  as those walfabieq often drag them down md d the l a v a .  Garry Daly mentimed this andit did happen here 
menfly, 



THP, FIG= MIB TBE D- - <3B THE QmcslS QFA m U E  WOlED -AGE AREA L m m ~  
% ia- d I  mresearcbed mm-& tophrwith persml ~~s manarics of the events a~wckiied tvIth the drama b 

been contributed by Yam, ns h e  scumd of his Cm 'tho= to wkfm We o m  8 gr&. deaf fa t k k  effarfs in protecting the fib for us 
as we11 as many other specie?'. 

5 .  

plaluds ~ t h a s b e e n ~ t h a t e a c h g o l d m r d a l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ & t b c ~ ~ l ~ d l i r ~ m d i f ~ ~ ~  
indep&~t~~~thisgreatexpendifme-Iwonldhwetossy~littlr;ffhenitisalIboileddom Itmakestlre&~i- 
instant millionaires, a the masses hr a a f e  b d  inprhnt t h g s  and involves much hype & hm 
ha. B u tit~Ydomnchforthe~andinfactfakesw~aymwey.firmt.things~f~~~~~~~~ofg~h~.......... 
~ ' i l s t ~ o u m a ~  thinkthat1 a m j n s t a h i i m i ~ m k & d m  m- ldmpaintontthat1 canthinkoftwo htraliauswho- 
worth more to this cormtry than a whole hag of gold medals andrefer to D r h  Webb and his Iong-time rsemh assistant &off T w ,  who 
~ o v e r 7 0  y - b e t w e e n t h e m ~ d d w h i k t w n r I c m g f ~ ~ C f l R O  

flotnnfebn-d: D r . W e b b d W T ~ e W ~ l o a l d n g f ~ t o a r p W & W ~ f o r m e d i c i n a l ~ s a n d h k  
b m  ~ u a ' s  first RP cwlagisk Qum again, itmsdd he h d  to list all the a&hmmfs t h y  made in a lZ6long study of Ws; b a  in 

of our own, and the mrld's kamkdge of RF it was tmly an h m m m  &hdb. It nmst be rimmibard that in the mid 50's when 
they first started&gtngetherinom~the-hfed~edgethathadbeenpabLishedby@ns~ o n ~ ~ w a s  
~ ~ i m i t e d i n d e e d , a n d m a n y p e o p I e c a m p l e t e l y ~ ~ ~ b y ~ ~ ~ ~ t a n ~ H m k e r i n  1868 tbat&Rfshadcamedo~ 
fmm south I?!. Asiq like mrnry  of^^ thc Englkhmde in A-lk this thaory was . hwn  to be eqndly wag. 

Webb and Tracey j k t  &to cpxy the origins of om thr: early days of rwwch wlun almost every ~ e :  
I across t m  wt to be n new speck, and once dmmmd ti new s p i e s  just while stopping fnr I d  at Nonh (h& north of the 
I ' D & w  R i m  1 To gke some idea of flie nndm d m  t i p i e s  f m d  in i h c  RFs, I-e I I y W  amthps CSIRO -ha ale 

Cgprocaria pup by 40 species and a d d e d m t b  21 m a  thr: S*@mumf. h h b l y  the most kprbnt find ww Idiospemum 
austmlfme, one ofthe rarest and most primitive of flowering pants which was Q- in o. WY of its own, and is thought to have been 
grovhgintlwoegionforatleast100milliany~. ~ w a s a t s o f d m f h e N d ~ a r e a & - ~ o k ~ I i a a c t i n o ~ ~ ~  
N o u / ~ d d r o n  nidlolmii (which are still known d y f m m  t l ~ t  e r n ) .  

~ l t ~ ~ e t h e r  f h m  are at least 66 e d d c  W genera in the and ofthc 19 fnmilics of m v e  plants found on the planet 
A& o v d l 1 m  r q x m a t a ~ e s  of at lad 13 of fadies, with 5 m the Ihrmtrse m a 1  (lowland) WS. Of cotase the 
highland Rt7 p h e d  many snqniscs a h ,  &lading R- R I* growing an the h i m  pxh. Apart fium being such 
rn exquisite p l a t  its other c h h  to f a m  w s  that it was farpcast as likely to be w w i q  nt snch sites by t l ~ e  famous early botanist B m  
Ferdinand Von Mueller even it wasactually d i m v d .  

~ e r t n i n o l h e r ~ o f t h e f l m a W t o s h p w ~ ~ ~ ~ o f t h e ~ w i t h s p p d e s s u e h a s D ~ ( ~ ~ .  
n ~ ~ y a s g ~ w i t l r a p e n h e a t h l a n d - t b e ~ I y 3 . ~ * c h ~ "  ~hat,iifatarefarmdlnttu:wetwhighlandsandareq~itr 
restlid, Another amazing find was the Mmmm Ta T ~ L ~ P ~ Y  =-oomn (try and say that) gmwny an Mt Bellenden Ker, 
with trrmks up to a metre thick and ahmidages of perhaps ibm=& &years. On the rocky areas ofMt Pieta. Botte is a s a  m g  
' R e d o n '  plant B o w  sepfm'onalio which is p w i t h  h c s  - e g d r y  spelts t k e  cbmge to orangered. The nearest 
relatives of this nnnsnal pant me W i n  and aneas ofWA The drier f- ofMt W d s m  Tabldmd contain several species not normally 
found in the tropics imhdhg l b i h e m  Black ~ - v p i n e  -9 macl-I Nmihm l h h i a  @& campol), and the ~ooded  Gum I 

@ucalyptuar @is) which rtre m r h m  a l k s  of a fmsttypc that iswi+xad in S.E PLnst Perhaps n most sigaificant -ted flom 
in the region is a p k e t  of Bunya Pins &mm-ia 6idwiIii1> n t l h  head of &the stream wning  \vest from Mt. Lewis. Apart from this 
populatim they me d y  f d  in the Bunp M d q  in S-EQ. 

O i l ~ c k  rlisc0vd4mkp mmmds, hw, lizmds, snakes, insects andmmy-otk things all  of which pinted to 
r e d ~ ~ w t h a t t h e s c f a r e s t s w e r e o ~ o ~ l , o f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  " lyhthe~401~~yearsandwhichtkres 
ofthecon~cntwasunabletormstambecrruseof~climfefluctnations. 

In the early '60's they were ahle to stop the dmhg for and in the Noah creek area and get a small National Park 
eatddhhd which saved fi-mn dr tc lbnmaq plants that o h m i x  we not even know ah& It was h n  this action that the 
i r n m  of the Ddn- and the mwamtinn afthed-tropicswas taken- bythe mwnaiion movaaeEd, and a ,  lang fight started 
with the Qld g o m m m t .  

lIJle31a#leto-&: 1 l w a s o M o n s ~ g a v ~ * o f ~ h ~ s ~ g o o d o f a p ~ o f l a n d m l e s s y m n s e i ~ w a s g o i n g  
tol-mctobepnt tethesanaeiestasthelridea0f~~fieG~~l3eeffnlI0foil~&~thatno~ehcauld~it. Themof  
this seoly should &ow th &us d h g d  far -and m s i b l e  W P ~  1-A to fighi far m t h k g  unique, and that the igorancc, 
of those elected politicirtns anrl m m d l m h o  we arpect to look a f t ~  4 PrOtM mmmst  precious naW assets who almost completely 
disregard& the scienti5c advice of pm* like Dr W&h, G a f l ~  a d  others, h t h  local and overseas, was astonishing. Those of 
you who have mu1 George 0rWd.s 'Niw3imEigM-y FoufwiJl have rmlisarl thathis smmio  did m c  true; for those nnf& with the 
book, that govmment was made up of- sach as the Ministry Truth (which was involved in lies), Mmishy for Love (involved in 
hate), Ministiy for Peae. (involved in war) and SO an. ~~ ihen state govmmmt made al l  this look pretty tame. 

On~ngust 14th 1 9 ~ ~ B j d h - ~ ~ h c w a s g ~ t o s a v c h g t e a t f f ~ d ~ t h e e n t i r e C ~  
York Peninsular by d n g  n Cape Y d  Wildemm Area which w - d d  kc all tllc cow north of a line bclwem Cairns and N m t o n  in 
the Gulf Conmy, all to Ix a wildmness a d  wildlife m I almost chnkcd on m m t b i x  wim e n g  this on the radio, I may lmve 
M y  raisjurlgcd this man. T h  sarnemnrrth Mr Ken T m  *-far Land% F w  and National Parks ~ ~ t l i n e d  what he hoped to ke 
the h g h i n g  of a large N.P. reserpepqmmim Y e  end- the q$mb&mm tlic Dainim and Bleamfield Kivefs because 
it had been descritred as the most i-bnimid site in An- an4 is hmcms i n m q - p h  ofthe world- This will mean the 
m a t i a n  of the ?xst compl&ly mdmdqd cnastal scenay in QU he elaimed Did they do a l l  this thnngh7 

No. O f c o m s e n o S t h q r m a s t h a n e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a n d ~ o n a m a p p r o a c h - h w t h e c o n ~ & s t s  
offgud by p m t d h g  to jom At hspnmt of ~ most of the lmland TrqScal RIi had been cleared for sugar cane & 0 t h  farming, 
~ ~ i d e n t i ~ p j e c t s ; t h e ~ A t f i e r t n n t a ~ ~ ~ a n d t b a l ~ o ~ a ~ ~ ~ I ) a i n t r e e a n d ~ ~ r t r i ~ l ~  
the higher peaks dresdy king adensively were nSctt0 kwgd kwd rcpairin the planning of th: s nmwmkd and dtsmctive 
adminis(ration Th hst virgin bopid wd lowland   was b bc the scme of Ihc last nrajar battle in Qld. Tlus aten of 
indemibabIcbntywasprtofa " d ~ a f l ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t o t h i e ~ l l o w W w i t h t h e f o m t c a n a p y g m w i n g  . 
right down to, and o v ~ i n g ,  W m  of the wllircst sand the coral d s  of the k t  lbrier Raef'which came close to the shore 



at this point, t i  the two mast mnph  " '~onEa t th - theWandthek~h&mt  Thegm.enrment,tmderp~errwre&gtiu 
~ t o f o b o f f e n ~ t a h t s ,  s e t a s i d e a l i m i t p d a f e a t o ~ a ~ T r i W m N P b n t ~  mbmjssimsfortl~conceptofa 
Greater D h t m  NP proposed at the 1980 World Wilderners Ccmference and W by the AIL% C m t i a ~ ~  Pomdatim (now ptepared to 
speak out against g o v ~ t s ) .  

h t h e ~ a f t h c o l m i o n s ~ i o t h i s p r i s t i n e  ' ~ t ~ t h e ~ ~ , t h e C a i r n s a a d F a r n X a r t h ~  
wasfwaeddso in 1 9 8 0 , a n d b e e a m e t h e b a s i s f o r a g i m p ~ t o ~ ~  

-P ' 

of the raiufmsk.. The first challenge was the 
p m p d  to build n mne&ng road - rjght bmgh the ncw Naiional Pa&, from C q x  Trib to Rlmddd which would hnve destroyed 33 ~III of 
lowland RF wilderness, this was fmreal dePclapers aEmg hloeks of tropical paEldisc far sale. The C, aKt F.N. Fa-t Group 
began mpigning  for a Greater Dah?ree N-P- with WaddHcriktg stalns. On five qmmfc since 1935, m w s i v e  ministers for 
Main Roads hnd nejected this road p p d  mi the grmmds af king neither ~ l y  or cconormcaIy feasible. Tbe 'Douglas Shire Cotmcjl 
n o w d e c i d c d i t s h o n l d g ~ a h e a d ~ y , ~ a s y s m t o f ~ b n t ~ L h r d a n E n  + d ~ ~ t b a d b e e n d e b y t h e  
SIire +eer (despite having M qddb&ms in this scgard). S ~ E  70 fmm dl over Amhaha umrlemnod the build& of this 
w ~ e y e d  road in m open leLter to tile Qld ~~mmmiwhich had by then ddared its m p p ~  far r)oaglas Sbirc Council. h t i v c  interest 
w a s s l h o w n e s p e c i a l l y b y t h e m i n i s t e r f ~ ~ ~  n ~t Madin Tun& minista fm National Parks Peter Mcfi'hdme as well as premier 
Pctascn who g m  finrmdsl bd&g and ~LLU w r t  far the load to proceect (I3cKs all this 4 fadmr  to you?). 

The Fedem1 Gw~mmmt had the p e r  and tlk lqd mechanisms lo inimene h t  were in fenr of a States rights olash rurcl 
caDseqaent loss of votes of conrse. (Not at my stngc. did the ermircrmnent W e  p u t  o f U ~  qnestiun). Let's Imk at two statmmts 
canmmingthe~~ofthispristinewi2demess. (1)MrMarfhTetmi ' " s i i a ~ ~ m m n e n t " T h e c i ~ o f t h e n a r t h M a r i g h t  
toaxondnaddecentcomrmmicsfimand~~ofcivilisatim %ancawontdsmnbesccessihletoLtu3infirmaddthermfitandwould 
i m p &  surveillance of dmg bf fdcbg dwiIrllife iUegal z m m i e  nad tlle whik shve &. Police m d  flticians 
travelling the new road would seek atrt those who lverr: snbvcrtingthc fabric of h t y . "  (So nntme must be harrtessod to the will of m. 
Faint b r t s  end grm&a sfand stand&) WE will h g  dtYm m, wc will crrt the taps of the range if it's mm, and it will bc r-y. 
h d  no hippie, no gm&q no mvjmmnentalisi will stop Ihnt h m  ha- they can go t h m  lxrdac they won't win." This was f k m  an 
A B C ' ~ F o u r ~ ~ i n m i n ~ w i t h t h e  ""r .,...(2 )Frama%rmiie' ' '&st as pktd by the Douglas Shire 
Wilderness Action Gronp's pnblidan as 'The TsiaZY nfTribalsthnV - "When UE frrst trees fell under the blnde of the bulldozas, dragging 
down vines, part of us went witll than Evayrrne was showing hnrt: tears of dm& km of anger, some b a i n g  it np add gomg b u d  and 
~uueachable, samp, just l&g tm to each ather, sum d a k g  U-dm and the same Chwcnrd being used ova rtnd ova..., ?he 
~ t a r d s , t h e b a s t a r d s , t h l : i ~ ~ ' .  ~ t l ~ d ~ n f a 1 2 y e a r a l d ~ - ~ G r a y - I s w i m ~ I h e r e d m u d m d s l i d e d o w n  
into the mud-daiued m&. If you have IEYET +- ih death of a jnngle, &is IS Ihe perfect p&m A massacre. You can feel it in thc air, a 
ling-, nushad, sick .d. TXs bnt&d sbtcl1 of- a natmal pIaygmrmd where I p h m l y  expW,  top@ with dead trea 
s~nppodrightinthemiddleofit. Thesqpsdmad YoumrtstseeittolmderstandU~harrmofd~tion -..." 

Allthish@in 19%. ~ ~ O ~ w a s ~ g h L  R e p o R ( 2 ) w a s f m m t h e p e o p l e s u b ~ ~ v ~ f a E a i c o f ~ - t h e  
hippie,pmie,m*-whilstih ' ' -dmtheF ltwas cmlyeying tohelp the agrdad infirm-andestateagents. 

The first active bypmtesters started in &amber 1983 and mx ivd  good support f m  a wide Fange of people mluding 
pfessianal fi.shmm (who foresaw c b g m  ia the Reef), loml bnsmcsi famess who donated f& supplies, retired me, tourists and 
many locals. Tbq. tried esrayhkg firm c l imbg  tracs, chairrmg ~ V C S ,  d&mg hales snd bmging tliemseIves in front of bulldozers, 1 
building brrieades, staading m x k d a l h g  rrees - thesewere b v e p a g I a  And -st it wss mainly the dazrr opmibfs, chain srrw people 
and n few police who sllowcd s c a n t ~ f o r t h e ~ w c 1 f m e ,  m y p o l i c e  were aetaally in sympathy with tlm-a. By 13ee 20 after some 
40 pmdestershad bemi arrested e m d t h e m a d l t r u l h e t e  W~t-strrtedand\vorkwas Mkd forG monthsunti1 tlie 
~ m d k  o l d  agam hmng fhis h e ,  fhc 6oll humroftbe dmtmdm fmm flu warkfo that time baunne olrvious, with immense m i o n  of 1 
hillsides, mcc clcar d s  sbhed red, the sm dark and m d q  all t h n g h  the themw~ 

The gecond bl& cmmmd in Ang 1984 wiQ g m k q m h h  snppmtlhaa prerriowly, d y  this time fhe Id police  wet^ 

~~bythespeQalBrisbaneI)ogSqandpalicc~vitiamlerstobreakU~p~atall~. Wewcrr,nowlxgmmgto~thetrae 
dmrwtmofthe QmmshdPolioe Stak (DdnYwemdkm eariierintli~ ~tmyhtthepnrmierwas going to crate me ofthe hest 
H r i l h ~ ~ ~  mas in the world? Well, it p-ohably jmt slipped his mindmflr other lhbqs 8oplpingnp.) The first protest was without police 
violence, but this 'time itwas a difkmt qiy,pqk mtnght rmtlleir ownwere b d ~ e d  arW& thrown at them, find gmerally protesters I 

including womm were mugldy l d l a d  ThL: dog q d  fldmlIy set the dogs cmto a gmup of people trying to back away, causing 
hospitalisation in at l a s t  m c  case. 

I 

Witl~themtrsfiivepaliccfaxwl~-pmfestffsrmd~aff&e~aswellasmakingarrests, therevolthadambledby the I 

endofAugust ~ m d w e n t ~ a n d - i n W 1 % 5 t h e r e e f ~ ~ ~ s t i I l ~ W y ~ I r y t h e ! r r m - o f f ~  So,ifyoncwY I 

d e s t r o y t h e W o n e w a y , t h e r e a r e s t i l I ~ t o t r y .  And-. t o t h i s d a y t h e y ~ l l h w e n ' l d r m e ~ a h u t t h e ~ w o f T h m  
starfish problem- orthe muageand d t ~ ~ ~ ~ i t , .  " Ifdas~tobeacrrnceraedAnstral ian.  But1 
shoul&'t soy that becRnse l a m p m i  to k one, d l y ,  snd h espacially pmnd of h peoptr: hnn all walks of I.&, past and present who 
have cried out to fhose who wwld d m y  onr unique haitage - b y  m~ the p q l e  I am ashaured of. 

htsdpt: I a . l kak r  1988.90aPM) h&am o f t l r e ~ ~  630,00 ha afimpical R3 was inscribed on the 
WorldHeritage List, d m 1Othhhch 1990 q- Euallyxachedbpltwem the C-th and Stade governments on a Wet 
Tropieg Mm-t Sdmm'..-..... ~ m I y t b r P a t n r n v i s ~ v 9 s t ~ o f ~ k w h o w a n t t o  secwhatwc have left. 
(Ed. T h a t w a s h e a v y ~ D a n n i e , & ~ e a s ~ ~ ~ ~ t h i s ~ a f t h a t ~ b l o t a n o r n r e c r r r d - a n e o f t h e w o r s t  
cases of ofir2a.I vandalism de lkmidy  mri& ant by onrm mk&d ' " . ma. I racolleet many of the brave attmpt~ to I 

prevent this assault on the basis of onr gmgiml a d   me ofthe oflm W f n l  thmgs danc hy the tmSfan& brPIlCh of the National Prrrtyl 
(ready &bed by athen g o v ~ ~ i u a ~ ~ ~ t e d g l ~  ofwmby t ~ g o ~  of& 1980s). Don w o k  in lus 
covering letter 9 feel a@ dcal dreliefirrtellhg tlris mas I m n p  ~~ itwas hppmng I tmkrphotogqhs of it all, aad for 
ihe first time inmy life sawfrrst hand s c m ~ o f t h t r ~ n ~  ofpeaplewe have on this p h z t  The gmdy and the carin& and I ws glad 
Iw&sonthl:rightde. Tlicimpactafthispmtesthas~leitme". 
b n d i d n ' t n a m c t h e ~ t e s o f t h a t m w f t o ~ a L a w w d ~ m ~ t h e n p s a Z m  7 eachweehd Soanafter, 
many cx-cttbinetministaswere latmwmidd, some even gaoled farvarioas farm dmrrnptianwhiIstby Id offiw. The police 
commissioner of the the was fd to be WMIPI, as was at Imqt ancjudg~  was also almost bronght to justice with 1 1 of the 12 
j m m  deciding he was dishme& I sh&Uist  names of tho= dnina ls ,  bntthey me of no q u m m  now, pbably  even mere puppets 
a t tha twe .  ~ e a n d y a s s a m e ( p r a y 7 ) ~ t h a s e s l i l l l i ~ ~ ~ g p ~ m ~ g a t r r i g h t  E v i l p e o p 1 e a t l , ~ b y a t h e n  
indifferent dull-witted electmate. Votm me hopdidymnre m m  these days, Ifnot, wlxy do any of us bash our brains? 



A =?U$m AW&"CIATSVE: l 2 l C T Z O ~  TO DWT'§ mONHT31. ON TlRli BARTm XTjiP 
Charles Farmgia wrote "I am not a member of yom Study Group. I belollg to the Blue Mountains (Sydney area) <youp and I revii .$I 

your N/Ls for 'Australian Plants'. I have to rmngrahhtc you and D m  Yaks for what was a very interesting N/L - No 50 Oct 2000. The a$ le 
on the BWCT Reef & good m d h ~  I fd arlicks like this m of truncndm value epccidly for ttie yomgx gmmatian who see thing:. 2: 

tlley t&y & do not know how mudl &drt went iultfl conserPing sFmte of ale p i o u s  a ~ c l s  Ausimtians havc;, or did hnve. 
You sllolrld send a copy of that NL to the I ~ I E  Minister, opposition Leader a d  every State Leader of this country. -in 

C M ~ ~ ' B & & L ~ ~ ( U ~ S .  &@." 
~ d .  I am redly W e d  with Charles' cnmment about Don's stirling and t n ~ s t  that all RFSG m b m s  are in 8% :ement. 

m L ] 2 V m  TOPICS FROM QTEEll HElLlCATIONS 

From AP.S SAi Y N w  2m d ~ i .  This d ~ w d ~ d  fl ~ Y C I  w y  of~cvcgc tah !  Piclli fichi Pnsk is wry dificzilt country - g~u.. 
range of natural vegchtion, s0111~~11at dc@d by fcml gmis fllLLmighlm~ s l l q ,  \weds af~urse ,  not mnch mi11 md only salty bore w. :;:. 
-1 soil - mainly cLay and rock - all makes phm out a bit mre than exirm~ely difficnlt The overall problems set in t?& die 
developnuat of a fuu way of p M .  regencraLirin - SBa IMLLS.... by mixing a f w  grains of lang-Me h-tiliza and mimals and so?l: 
seeds bto clay; the mixtm-e is then f o l d  inh balls 10 - %h 111 ~~EL&J. 1- balls are desigmi to hide the S E P ~  i l l  tile ~ l a j l  a:,& 
so stop ants and nf1.m insects and birds from sfr-di~ll: seed a i d  k e ~ p  i t  safe mil coditions are right for it to genniuate." Tl~e mrtllad ib ; 
yet ~mproven but it seems feasible, aud if successful wunld be a born in ~~~ existing vegek&an in ~ c d t  or in!urxr ible sites. 
(Could be fired f?nm a slwnghi or dropped hm great fights.).-. lhe is 5 parts af dry powdered clay, me part dry humus soil fim~ 
around plants similar to those to be grown (This sail ~ m h f n s  miarks would be bendkhl to seedling as they growr - but avoid weed 
seeds in thisl) Add 2 to 3 parts of dry mixed sgeds off all mk that xe to be reintrodmd to t l ~  location Hard coated seeds will neck 
to be approp~iately t r a t d .  You 4 d  add me put afbbnd a d  bane - this v d l  f e d  the c m q i n g  wcdhgs a d  p.crlaaps d i s s l d  rabbits 
from eating the plants. Mix all dry ingdmlts in a large ~mtaififl andk@mlly add water a M e  at a time to form a stiff dough, bra& o r  
snlall sections and roll in your hands until month and & about sb: of a 5 c a t  coin. Far hilly areas, make flatter discs. (Ed. 
S u ~ d s e d  h m  a 4 112 pice mite up. 

Should work in l2F - be good to have a r e p t  fnrro anyone this method a try. Wonld it, though, handle soft fniited. s e ~ d  ehz,! 
normally rqniaes quick gamination? Shnlrlrl l;e milahle f a  'p- s F k  such as Ehckxvo~d, Alphifonia, Solmums, Rttbus, Can:rnersc:r , 
etc. 

-8 Vic*r:~ria &c 2M0 NfL c l a i m  The Sili:ni Invader - K h y l i  at a speed slower than a tortoise nwps across thc Oz lbiddycap 
smotd.lf;rhg ald in its @" Ihdmliic to East Africa, this grass bas k w k f d y  dishi'b~~twl as cover for soil and sand stahilisaiion, eemsion 
co~ltrol, h o w h l d  Liwns, pastme a ~ d  vIyrtung dse we can think of. It is now a sei-imls c c m m i c  problem and an impediment in vrtatmva~ 
and d l x h ! ~ , ~  charmels. TO say notfdnp, of its steady umian  of bushlad. article wcuIBa"~ about the overall effects from tlx msssive u 
uf chemicals to ramlsat its wear1 aud to -1 esfahlishecl g o ~ h  MmfLn was made of its method of sprear! - wild horses (see !at~:r iter 
eath moving machinmy, vehicles, waterhne. The alllhar believes evay h 5 i e  d11puld wake up and take mil101 of this invader be f~re  n 
of oar in&genous spccies b e c ~ l e  extinct through being smotllerd by this 'Silenl Invader." 

86AP Cm'm~m Bec B O I L J d  jncluded dems oftbe 'haslmlim Bash Heritage Fund's' prvsent "estate". It n01.v  OWL^ n~ld 
n m g e s  12 reserves across fom st,.rtes. Mmt have k ~ p ~ i ~ c ~ ? ~  bnt some were qrkd t h r w  bquests - C w m b k  V d y  at tlie Gc 
Coast, and Rmrin Burrin R e m e  of41 1 ha nf tall wet fur& ( ~ X ~ W I  nurist aad fa t& soils, almost totally c h a r d  for 8g~i1:db 
near Braidwood NSW, were dmnicd. Q l d p p t i e s  also include the Pan P a h  (Licuakr rmay i )  Rficme in the Daintree and. 593 Ila of 
Brigalow and d v e  &rasslan$s; NSWs h p t  k r~~me  '~:~.a~sywilh boxwcxdimi' of 433 ha near Wagga Wagga. VTA has 387 1 
of now rare W h o  woodland in the heavily c M  wheaillell in its ~ - m a s h p -  Rare and important habitat in Tasmania is also ow~ccl by t 

Fwld. Nowhere near the large blocks caflimkd by Earth Sanclnaies but at least as i.mportnnt of course. No need for brge sciile eratou1-i~: ; 
finarlr*: gray1 schml.:s either as the Fund relies rn d~m~,~inn?  to n b i n  b.rad, a d  for low kq-mm~!gmen_t. Formore infcnmticu or tu oiTeei 
your support, cantact is phone 1800 67'T 101, c-rmd info@~~~!Imh+y.~~aq or at (i120Bos 101 H o h t  Tm'7001 

NEW 33XPW,FliTS Fm LAM1 E@BATTmS TO C&%?EK?%3 a T K l 3  1-1 :T X m O P T  mIa 
Donntions o fp t~pa ty ,  inclurliri~L*A, bukhgs, &~UP,S ek. vslir.d over $5,000 to 'djgibl' charities LUJlaQW complekly tax 

deducbblz. If sllch donation is made to appm*k k m ~ f u f m t  UF ~ Q L ~ S ,  the k h ~ t i o n 3  can now be al~portiond over up tg  5 yc d I. 

A s  well, beqm~ls made in wills mm~ptkm captal g.riw tax ~l -L l l exwiU hopefnuy lad to an Ilicrcae in plulantlucpy and 
at l a s t  a little ndditinnal rn~virm~mxtdiy valuable lad ciuL of fie r~xlcll nf ~kl~clopnlrnrit arid dc$nxhon 

Who do we h w w h o  asweakhy, owns ~EIinfnred mld pays too lllnch tax? *** 

RXlfl3I','pl'f 3SJ.mhm JL% Iwxl'uiy F0R VLC;'r i'KT;rWS QF Si?KrL'iXfj 
My ntten?im was drawn to a mnz11c~d item desl*b%ng tl!c shhle and iritmclmg ecmy&m f o ~ d  i~ just about aU ueas of 

rmumbly U I ~ A ~ ~  bush l11.e wmplcxfly awl d ~ ~ d ; i l l r ~  of S ~ W ~ W  =I be alrnast nnbd i~~ : i l e  - like &e aajmge piec.e of b~l&i vhll b i v :  

millims of inserts, hmkcds ofthonsaarls rrf a r ; l d ~ d s  and ihous:;mk ofplards 0x1 each h a a m  dl&. A Marc (loom x 1 0 h )  is ~ u d  10 
luve at 1eai  uj-dmfii q i d a s  in the ha, ~ ' I I ~ s ,  grasses and ~dcrg;runnd The mnid can anly bag& at ~ 5 %  to esti: aatc .i?i.e 
nxmbers of insects rqlired to slrpport sach a b h s s  ofjast ow ixdivjdaal order of ~xm3ab-s. Yet sos~zc people are knifizil at the :;i&t o f ,  
single Huntsnlan in the house or a Golden O r b \ ~ ~ v f b s  web in g m h  Don't tell them about nature's welx of life ! 

;&'&bC/ii, FAYkmk 1.u.e 'Rj3E 1.:IAPiCiX %., ;:i3fLGGP APiD C3NtiIWA'lT, )?[ 
The World Wildli5 Fundhas adwid ,  oris  s ~ r p ~ l h g  t ! ~  (I heard only a sketclryreport on this), to &termins palraidarly 

hporhnt Ea&& and to have these dedicakd as large b iohg id l  conservatinn~ererver; of m e  !!sihim I think tl~m are 28 icl<~tiom 
under considerrdion - they will be a repEsentativ~ sekdnn of hid~ilats or emysti:m on the planet, including ocems, deserts, i;i'd,~siaat 
as well as well as the mare traditionally ~ e s m e d  area.% of b e t s ,  w ~ t l ~  and s d  re&. 

Y GolVg GOT :rO ' YQRRX '$xw,~*T Y3J SlILG MJ5~,ir.P:dlX?.Z5 CtN'lrn, FfijWS GJ WZTg MG COmAl'Tfl, .i 
Well I worry when I s ~ ~ m m e s  & p i  State W s ,  not fartheirprohtio~l n f h m b  or other environments, and who 

wtivcly eiicoxmged ffici~-pdke to e w x d n ~ d  and ~ m m ~ b k  f 0 ~ ~  ~$?lIst eiti7z.1~ aplmsing s u b  thnqgs m d m  in vddmsss rre,%s 
e w l o g i d y  invabuable hrests, beiiig al;lpoinfed diw~turs of r n 1 q ~ ~ k - s  lllcy b M l y  fa~tr.,rncd. %e has b be a possibility thqt 1 1  is fa:: 'i: 

above board, but past mpwimce iudicntcs t.W -this-a~ay be W~is~Siug -in the did' . They 1 ~ n c  then-:!elves o p a  to criticisnl m.d as Dcs T11,,k 
corlmmted "thz so-.cal!e61 leadmhrp from our politicjam is a j a h  and tf-llmg lies has ahlost becme an mt fom~ l iau than dl." 



PUBUCFTY P42a m, SMJ5X.S OF TPJP, %JET TLlO?ICS 
Annette and John Ronsemrm had a kip to North Qld in November and p~& on the mmmf "Wet Tropics Newvspqml', a tourist 

handout. There were intuesthg snippets m f h m v m ~ ~ ,  p h x s  to v i s i t  rcrlfmtrrtian, W* n d  d s .  Tk fcatrml topic wns of the 
region king  d~ horn of43 s@ of tbse lovely m l i e s  -an 5up~sive 30% afthe Q. smke biota. Smpfmbgly, just one species - the 
barm1es.s norClm c m  make - is n+ to the nqion; its av- La@h is n m m  4flcm. The big@ r ~ l e d e s c r i k i  is Aruethystine 
python that cau be over 5m Iring. 17 sp5e.s are p h m d  and hsiefly clmmibed an a wall-tp~ feature (pr-tm). 

pd. kn e s p a d y  ifiikrwkxl in this &ma affer bang b i W  by th t  Carpet Pythm (only a little one) last year. Of cour;~ it v m  my 
own fault and we both retain a respdfd  W s h i p  with each other to this d;iy. 

CRDCIAL FLYING FOX PQUX!ZATORS ARE BEING W F A E C E O  IN QLD-. 
. Y)nr AJ3C in mid I k x x m ~  had n number of qmts nhwt n Cnrd\vcU W.Q.) l>tchce mwer, who fnr the past 14 y m  hs been 

pmtecfing his ordud fiom fmublesamr: m m m a n  S p t a d e d  Fruit Bats will1 m ektric killing systaa R o w ~ B o s \ ~ ~ ~ t l h  was tR1-rn to court 
by a c o ~ ~ m d  glvironmeddist for nllegcdly, r m t l y  killing rp to 300 lmts a night ~vivitlr n system of elccbic 'grids'. The envimfu~r~~l ist ,  RS 

wanld be expected d m  a cornIp1 hgd system, lost f l ~  - tltn jndge finding "hi Bcw~)i* wo111d suflk s e r m  f11lmial loss if hc was 
forced to ttHn off tl le &ridq" The nbsoltttr: classic one l im.  Well ssid Mr S o b  

lle species has only an &imakd 76,000 izldividds, calmlab3 by ~eg,rrular m e y s ,  and is mportant to the regmaxiion md 
survival of many Wet Tropics RF p h t  spxk. 

.....WHEP, CIl&JECTm XrRLWTFl'X' m n ; l b  EOREX W A S  IN NATENAL P m  
A rmilpEe of moutlls ago a d e l i b d y  lit fm dmhyed most of tb vcp~tatian m Guy Fawkes N.P. m r  Pbor NEW. D?r: to danvicqe 

Eauscd by f e d  h m  I&g the la& of f'kd a~ailablc aud rerl&rr uf covw fwwnd?cnt, it ulas decided that ,&itinns for p&l c1~1Iiizg 
m c  nmr @'kt. This wns slme%4ul wiYillt GO6 h m  k i k d  Tl~wgh year hmsanrts ddaatkeys, ~ r n t ~ ,  pies aud bufE110 m -liot in Nat 
l)rrrh with liftlr: c m ~ m t  - touch a h luuse mylk tdk Lack Lam type w p l e  whip up a pnhlic outcry and scare the day';$~ts O L I ~  of 
environment miniskn. They certainly wad NSWs Mr Debus who imhcted his N P W S  p q l e  to Erase sub crdls aud effr otively 
dmaralising the Parks' a d m i a ; h t & m  who are ch- with m e m t i m  am1 ~ o r n 1 1 *  ~tnl protation 

Tlm is a bnnnlry mctltary Bonmok Shtian' nmr Darwin; Umsc w h  wish Efinl hms to bc protected could c~mider contrihul g 
m q  to mplm a d  trwsport &ah to Domak so iOfhafNniim1 Parks, which m e  set ny to protect nnti'irc h n n  md f1ol.n ~ 1 1  

continue ta do so wiChont t I~e dml~~~cm~l~mkmctitirm done by iatro~hrxd qecies. T h e  are esfirnx~wl to be 300,000 wild horses :u Oz - 
probably about $300 millian would cover theirfcsettfmrnt but l'd bet very few individuals would coidribnte. 

Should we just accept the fi,:t that miqua ecaySetns 1b1ve becfl krepmbly m d  rvldcnncprle thnt d l  mcl r-:cry anilutd able tc 
mirvivc sl~~hhmhconrtitions I ~ a l l o w d t o d n ?  I f ~ ~ ~ i s h ~ ~ ~ u l d i t x ~ o t  be%irthata!liiali~~l:nnimnlsI~1!10f~lly~~nf~ ?dm dl 
privatc propew? 

Or sl~oulrl we Rccept the fcet Ulat it is OK to kill a rmiqne spccirs of mtive pdlhxtor, m c j d  to the mypiml of h o v ~ r ~ ~ , r  m:ny type$ 
of plants (and pzrIlups m m h d ]  W e  n kw individnals d m  sume ecanomic loss, yet another s p i e s  g m l l y  li!.-*I by l,n~~lans but of no 
economic or cnvimnmeutal value whatsoever, be totally pmtecld? 

S(4B.J OTEEE P3QZNT 'ONE, LEFEZSt P t i  nm!EMXJ 233 M Y 7 ~ ~ X R R  SElR?i7r, REtGOIZ1, 
"Its mt much use. hlsviflg deauwdm, -prokded bests and healthy grasslads if the monamic system is imt ~JJHI: to 1~1>pai  tlm." 

(A NSW CatchrjYat B m d  manbet mmmmt on ABC radio). 
" R o t d o n  of lakes could deter r l e v ~ I ~ t . ~  ((Conmnl finm a Local Govmtmai c o d l o r  on tk Ehlt l iy  Evms  E n q ~ ~ i y  into 

WSW coastal lakes). 
" 1 7 ~  Goldcn RLdes arc: - fl~r-,c with tho g o l d m ~ b  Ihe ndm."(Qlr? English proverb ? pssed MI Iry Rod Cook) 
ITfiliiiit C s'is 3nwe oflm rlriveu by idco~oeybi~arcad Tmm rm rmr2eWndiq of the real r~mfmial world as reva. led by sck  LC. " (AESP 

NLDm 2000) - . . 

,WCX QITSl'X5 1.M XIT ttCd-'kKD. TF3 T H K  'GTEE; ' : K P , 1 D U R W E ~ A T  Am, COETS' .T,A 31Y 
C1w.r mc l~nrlf Polhlk tllr: WPL.. C J J P ~  the c l i ~ . ~ i t ~ ? !  Cul do\m?he ~TPR~s!.,.  POT^ 'enm~c: chmnicaL7I C n t i ~  n:o~'t: 11:nuehtl .... l%it's 

w h t  populatioupl rmre is abcilt. (;PrmnAFXPN/L Dx '39 - ji~st nncvtm frnm a poern by Iis TYmsm Qltl.) 
Ed. This was wt itrn well ZIPfom the N;SWPX~,timlsw& a dcmb!ing of the pqmlntianin rcgicrrmlmd ramby mms, &andl t3r yctticnd 
Natiena Is (somcthi~rg m g  thr* 13 ~ t l ~ i n k ~ )  me considaiug bringing twr;lrIhe Iuqghe oE~yrcln~:.In~, w wrnki that m & ? ~  swb. iuumsc7 
Also v,:>ulcl I~fivc the adwn2aee of a a11 b& itial rwlnct;nn iamtimal rariy snpprtcrs, nnc vt&d nssum?. Ordy j0!55; of mwe. 
PnrsfPs~int O!-I. dectrkity sip~lkz's 7-t NiL inclwkAan itrm T o  nm ml avcatp  I~~nseI~old fur a year, 25 tonx?e of w ~ l  ha: f~ be b i~ rnd ,  
rawlti~ig in qhut 8 tnalw of p c d o u s r :  m.s & s s h ~ r .  E m  smitclhg an er li&r m~lsirlg t'uc washing rnadChr: rzn gmcrata ~ ,~ .en l~or  ,c 
gns-8, \*dlich m ~ i b ~ 1 . k  10 gl;lobl vmrnria~.~ 
On the Gnw ' ; m a r :  topic - S~rlith Dmss seys &Bid I eartimay nolbhg Mi in burn? Well the h t  2 &ys t k  ejs has bx~ grq  ~ i i t ! ~  smr~lr.:: 
again avtl3 hve just hard ff tat hsh!izrrLong with USA mi Cmtsda hols snc~~.$~!ly ~abota@ tlu: gr&onse wmfm~nc~.. E ~ ~ ~ r i r o ~ ~ s ~ l  
minister d l - e d  out saying too m h  to do at b. Signing vmaddq apmnmts no h n b t "  

SIX ommmr,m~ ~ A . S Q K S  R- 9~ ~ m .  G- m m m a ;  o m  W R ~ ,  W ~ T A '  mrn 
Prom One $TP.~~c)IIs; Wpdalc mreazine' - F~s(oml Lmscs Owlied Ry PoJi ticim'. "A11 G ~nr ,p . icq arc $1 tllc Ql r l  ( h l f  Co~mt~y jvi?!~ n 

wnibhed lnntl masq'tofallina, 3,100,000 ha The lenses are owlocl by the foUowix~g po!itir;rms." ntwc were Listdi hnt withnnt q~?a%c nea9 
nuntinp!d to m h  i d i - u ~ a l -  LII~ x \ m  zr - F W  Lib& n~iniskr, 3 Qld Labor Stetrt m5iisters, 2 ES~fionnI pnrly p&&?lts. dith sndr pn 
uni *i ly  ~3 Ij~rlcc of conni1,in,y dl &ion mk, you m11lr1uY .Y ,ant to m6er tea much money that mtEllirmt mrrjmuu~~~tn t ded?ions will e\:.,t 
comeabout. .... TheGoldenIlu'rrsyn&anen~lyplrwa~ , 

Qtlm stdstirs uxlul r Co~eign mm$p, coqmafe ancl fimily mid mmf  in^ to milJim hR virh 20 million bs (indl!dhg 
Ionmr miaziom wtl resr:l.~s) as A h r i g i d  hold;nss. Xt is a wtty basic . m x y  as one would mpf, h t  tlv .: some ju tcr~ .ch~  fyuw 
given md napes qi! M. Thr? item is e . " i m I y  niM o" the 'fetv big a! mmliotls and a W c r j n g  ~ E T  of fbrcig11 "hi!: b ~ ~ s i ~ e s s "  interest? 
C011ll oiling vnd arcas' and mctndcs 'What will our tmstexl pdiii~irn? do when thex's n0fhmg left oftkis conrii-ry b p s  out i?om unda 'die 
fmt of theAu&a?inn p p I e ?  

My thanb to eve yone who has copltr-ibuted to this issue. j 


