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‘Kyoto and now the Hague Conferences have sidestepped many important issues but nane so vital as the size of the human population
(AESP N/L Dec 2000)

ALL STUDY GROUFPS ARE NOW CPERATING WITH THE AID OF AN OFFICIAL 'MIANUAL'

' The Mannalds intended as a referrnee for Group Leaders, by offering suggesti- 1s to help with their study and administer their Grow
* Yithin the conventions and By-Laws under which they operate. It has been many years in the preparation haviug been started by Jan Sked dui;

her inaugyral stint as Liaison Officer and passed on to her successors in that position. Litle secemed to have happuied in those years, but Jan »
too long ago resumed as Liaison Officer, took vp the task once more and soon had the reference completed. Leaders were issued a copy late 1
yeat - 30 its all official now! As to how the Groups are run, of comse. There will be no apparent difference to the administration and practical

runing of RFSG, but it is great to be able to refer to spesific points and be aware of the correct procedy e, This is becoming & bit of a habit, L.
have to say it again - "Well done Jan!" I really doi't know how she finds time to do so many things for SGAP - just the QId. Bulletin on its ows:
must take up vntold time, as wonld Study Group mentor and chief adviser, and they are just two of the hais she wears.

Jan did advise me of the sitnation ages ago, bt I'd not had an opportunily to pass on her comments about individual membership (re
the problems I perceived ahout non-Society RESG affiliation). That of course was i relation mainly to legal matteys. The I'y-Laws state that
Study Group members must belong to @ group or branch of the Society. However there are no present restrictions on having 'supporters' or
'subscribers’, or as ‘contributors' to the N/L. ‘We can also have guests or visitors attend RFSG activities. Iis Just that they shouldn't L= listed as
members, So we don't have any problems with individual memnbership, though you may be asked in due course to declare your status.

THERE IS SOME GOOD INFO. IN THAT MANUAL -

On photocopying of leaf structures or 'Leaf Prints'. There are examples of 7 different leaf shapes and a range of venation fiom 1l
fine-leafed Ozothamnus (ex Cassinia) diosmofolivs or Bago bush to Alchornea ilicfolia Native Holly, and a Pleciranthus, and it is amazing how
the different shades of each leaf stand out. Those prints have been made by pressing freshly collected leaves in a telephone directory for a
couple of weeks, then photocopying them at actual size using a light setting on the copier. The best results are obtained from specimens that
have & distinctive venation.' Flowers can aloo be recorded in this manner.

There is also an information sheet on Newsletters and Copyright which swnmarises the rights of the owners, and as well, the
exceptions which other parlies mi it be able to Justify as fair-dealing for eriticism or review, and fair dealing for reporting the news. Tl re's
nothing hard and fast 50 one wouldn't want to go to far; ssme with the laws of libel. Some would have been drawn up by people with litile
corcience and to ensure anti-democratic actions be either hidden from the public or to penalise whit{le blowers, Apzain though, protection is
neaded from those bearing wnwarranfted malice, liars and ideological enemies and who would have no compunction in the use of dirty tricks on
any opposition. We are secing some of these methods in opesation today, usually by the more ultra conservatives who wish to set agendes uni)
to society generally.

WH WIRE RECENTLY SENT A COPY OF 'AYISTRALIAN BUSHIOONS MAGAZINE'

Actuelly it came some time ago and I put it aside to pass on detsils to members as space permitted. Issue #14 was a bi-monthly, but
due to the dredded GST it has now become a quarterly. It wus of 40 pages, published by Sammy Ringer of Maleney Q. Plants covered inclnded
Nlawarsa Phan (Podocarpus elatus), Applebetsies (Billardiera spp), Bopple Nut (Hicksbeachia pinnatifolia), Davidons Pl 1, Lemon Myrtle
(Backhousia eltriodora)while insects Bardees, Bogongs and Bees were written about and even ILF liquewrs were coverad. There were other
articles in thi: magazine both in-depth and as briefs. Annual sub, $24
Giher veer & buskfeod {tems - two people sent a newspaper report on en expedition to Sydney's Blue Movntains Tast May, looking for eible
fungi (mushroomss). Several species were collected, and appropriate warnings given on the Fly Agaric and Death Cap (both are Amaniia spp.)
found in the area and which are to be avoided. A later venue was Sydney bushland where Acacia pods, Sarsparilla (Smilax glyciplylia) leaves,
Persoonta, Fiens and Rubus fruits were gathered and ways 1o use them were snogested,

We bought a pack of powdered Lemon Myrtle fiom fhe local healih food shop for food flavourings - this was produced by an enterprising couple
at nearby Lomne who sugg: st it be substitute 1 into 1 -cipes for lamo,: {rass or lemon essence. Real lemons are usually in short supply here as our
resident possums beat ug to most of them. -"Barbusheo st Lo e also supply Dorriro Pepper. Taoman, ia stipitata (use in leu of comron
pepper), Anigeed Nyule Backhousia anisata to flavour many dishes, Wattleseed A eia vietorii said to be chocelate/hazelout/coffee Ravoured:
«nd a Rainforest Blend - Lemon Myitle, Cinnamon Myrtle with a dash of Chilli - for Asian dishes, stir fries, BB(Q meat or even add to a salad,

SPRCIEE CURNUNTLY AVAILABLY TOM THE SKUD BANK
Alpinea caernlea  Arauvcaria eunminghamii  Castanc ‘wora alphandii  Doryanthes palmeri  Euvoschinus Jalcata  Hicksbeachia

pivmatifolic ~ Hymenosporum flavun  Melicope elle, yana Pandorea Jasminoides Mill2tia megasperma. Recent donor Rod Cook. Hequest:
to Patrichk Menuett 20 Belmore Crt Pinc Mountain . 4306 with a SSAR, please.

. Bd. Several Clerodendrum tomentosum have fruited well and I told Patrick I would offer seed dircct from here as it must be fiesh to

germinate, Now we ¢ ad the birds are into them so T ean't promise availability. However I'll collect what I can and sow them; anyone wanting the
species should be OK for seedlings on request.
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IT HAZ BEEN A DIFFICULT YEAR FGR GROWING — AND HARD ON THE FORESTS TOO

Just about every member who has been in touch mentioned how dry it has been in their area - from Don Yates at Hervey Bay Q.
across to Carolyn Haskard at Kingaroy, and all through 8.E.Qld; most of eastern NSW at least down past Wollongong. I think Victoria has had
reasonable rain at long last, but generally things are preity R.S. Overall
probably 85% of our membership have had less than ideal conditions sines autumn, and no doubt the rainfall records here at Booyong are
typical of most: May to Oct = 6", a good Nov with 7 1/2", the past 6 weeks just with 2 1/2". Disastrous for recent plantings, so Beryl and 1
(and press-ganged visitors) are almost beresk trying to keep water up to John Howand's $3,000 investment (ex-Telstra) in Increasing Booyongs
flora. Tve said it 5,000 times previously, and I shall repeat the fact "it is by far mare effective, and generally cheaper to protect and maintain
existing vegetation than attempling to revegetate degraded and inappropriately cleared places”. But then, that doesn't get votes [ gather,

And Judith Brass (Ipswich Q.) wrote in December "we have also recaived welcome yain but nowhere nesr enough to be considered
drought breaking. The fire ban was lifted afier abont 20mm fell, but there is not much left to burn.

Garry Daly of the NSW Tliawarra lost a lot of plants during winter and others including Milky Pine were hit by the cold. "Itis
interesting to note how sensitive sore plants can be to slight differences in temperature. Once a plant is below the tolerance level it will
really go back especially during periods of dry, cold wind. Swamp Wallabies have also sivipped/ damaged some plants. In particular a mass
planting by a :reek; though all trees are pratected by wite cages even 3m high established figs were pulled over, leaves eaten and brancles
broken. It would have been nice if the Dingoes which we had carlier this year remained and thinned out the exara large population of Swamp
Wallabies and Wombats, They wonld also rednee the fox and feral eat population. With all the rain in November (over 150mm) I have
resumed planting RE species like Bangalow Patms, Bauksia integrifolia aquiling, Platycerium hillii, Hodgkinsonia ovatifiora.. My Delabra
though having a rough life and just 1m tall, flowered for the first time. Also found a seedling Geissos benthanii (Red Carabeen); the parent
plant has been in the gronnd about 5 years. Found a Macleay Laurel seedling oo, and had a Flame Tree partially flower after 10 years,

Serab Turkeys are reiwming to the Mawarmal Tsaw two at the Wollongong Botanic Gardens in winter when giving a talk on
landscape design. The provenance is probably from escaped captive birds puixed with iemnant endemic genetic material. T've had reports of
Turkeys as far south as Barren grounds N.R. theugh nene have yet been reporied from the Shoalhaven. However they probably exist in upper
Kangaroo Valley - their former range extended to Cambewana. I -wonld also like to see the return of animals recorded earlier but which no
longer persist due to predation from foxes, feral eats, and changes to the habitat. Soch species include Wompoeo pigeon, Parma Wallaby,
Bastern Quoll, Black-necked Stork, White-footed Rahbit Rat, Red-backed Pademelon aud Fastern Dettong”

AUB & MEREILYN PORIICH ¥AVE 4N ¥AOYTING BROFRLT AT KALRAT NRAR BOONAD 1D,

Their 42, acre block forms part of the narthern section of Qb Obign bill, "It has two rocky voleanic knolls with an intervening
'saddle!, gullies, sloping land of varions degrees, 2 dawns and a bore. ‘Obmm Obum' is a district near Kalbar, an excellent name always causing
geeat amusement amang non-locals. Apparently mieans havd stone' and at onr block it cedtainly applies,

About a third of the block is Jow softwood vine srinb. The wost caminan specios are higalow, crows ash, leopard ash, foambark,
peanut tree, bottle tree and red kamala. 'This scrub is on two niain seclions, on the volcauic ridses with bare grassland and a softwood-
ironbark transition area covering the rest. An adjoiming block of 45 asres to the sonth has the largest and best remuant of softwood scrub in the
area, perhaps 20 acres in size. The ownerwill be retaiuing that scrob.  Vine scrab adjoins us to the north, and a finther low scrub covers a
knob adjoining vs to the north east. 'We have no reason to helieve that these areas will be cleared.

We buught the preperty in May 24200 with the spesific putpose of preserving and enhancing the vine serab and is registered under
the Laad for Wildlife scheme. On the Qld government's initial pablished maps in preparation for the vegetation management guidelines, our
block and the big serub to the south of us were classified 'pink', that is, endangered. Following a public outery over the inaccoracy of many of
the maps, the governnent published a newmap, which, without cansnltation, deleted us from the endangesed category, and diastically rednced
our neighbour's endangered scrub, Our block is therefore legally ymprotected.

Gur land is not in pristine condition, few vine scrubs in this area ave. Owr has been logged, heavily stocked with cattle, cultivated in
parts, and has had a 'dozer overmuch of it. What ren ains of the vine scrub is on the very tocky ridges, and is low, but {remendously exciting
scrub. We have catalogued ever 90, tvees, shyubs acd vime species on the block (list enclesed). As far as we can ascertain, the endangered
Boonah Tuckeroo Cupaniopsis serrata is tepresented in a mumber of places. Cemsthivan odoratun while cornmon elsewhere is seldom seen in
the Fassifern. ‘The presence of Figs, other finiting trees such as Sterculia, and nmnerons butterfly host plants makes this an excellent wildlife
block,

To date we have listed 83 bird speriss, including scrub turkeys, painfed botton qrinil, varied trillers, speckled warblers, owlet
nightjars, eastern yellow robius and the 3 local species of fairy wrens. Dry weather has hampered onr frog counts which stand at just 6 species
at present. The block is host to numerons red-necked wallabies, noithem brown hendiccots and echidnas. Trapping, under NPW permit by
local Field Nats group has not turned up any other native maminal species, bt we would be surprised if none exist there,

Threais ‘0 the Softwoed serub: Recent dry weather and some extiemely close calls fiom neighbouring fires show fire to be the
biggest threat. Long tongues of grassland irfrude inio the scinbs and there are also grassy clemings. We need to be able to keep thoue areas
slashed and maintained. The ofther major tl.icat, as with eves ; renmant vine scrob in the Fassifem is exotic weeid sgecies. We have outbresks
of cats claw vipe, climbing asparagns, oo vine and Lmtana, We need assistance in czadicating the fnvasive species, and meintaning the
remnant scrub,

Quy inteniions for the block: As we are committed to refaining this properiy solely aswildlife habital we have excluded all cattle,
This poses sone problems in the scriths wheze cattle eat not only the yonng trees, bat alen the problem exotic vir~s. Five to six acres,
previously degraded enltivation have been yipped with the contours and to date we'va planted aver 500 trees there, mainly Eoes. This igin
keeping with its original vegetation cover which contained Qld. blue grms Fuc. tereticornis (known as forest red gim in NSW1) Areas
adjocent to and linking softwood reinnants are to be mass planted with suflwood specics.”

They had spent a lot of money in regeneration activitics and are sceking a Natural Ileritage grant to continue; we trust this will be
available shortly.

Aub enclosed the species list as 'it 10ay be of interest to show comparison with your aven.’ Just a couple of weeks previously, Van
IWaphake identified Acaeia concuivens here at Vaoyong'. Being a speries nkuowi 1o e, T checked ont 4ll iyt ingd but conlén't find any
refesnces to that wattle. Perliaps a naine change? Anyway coincidenially, its on the Obum list so that's a lead for me. Otherwise there are
not too many plants in common, a mere 30 ar so. We have just one Alectryan sp. in cormmon (though we each have 3 species), same figures
with Canthiums, they have 2 Diospyros - differcat to o 2. Obviensly most RY remnants, isolated patches and even large swviving aress of
forest are different to most other sites, so it goes withont saying that virtually each will prove to be unigue in species lisifng and composition,
Ed. Ireally crunot resist this cowrnent. I think Aub should ensure that the O-bum serub grows the magnificent Platyeerium super-bum
(Staghorn), and beautiful Cooktown Orchid Dendrobium bigib-bum. :
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HARRY FRANZ TELLS OF A DIFFICULT TIME THROUGH LOW RAINFALL AND WEEDS

"We have had another very dry year;, water restrictions make it difficult to maintain plantings and I wonder whether if I will be able
to get much growth in this season. Heavy frosts this year were unusual - it is the first time Hoop Pines on my block have been frosted, while 2
neighbours lost young, established Macadamias. Members of the Kingaroy SGAP Group planted Dry RF species in Carroll N.R. in Kingaroy;
keeping water up to these and weeding the area have kept us busy. There are 2 types of Asparagus fer there, Cats claw, Lantana and Mother
of Millions.* We have funding to regencrate the Semgreen Road Reserve where a nice patch of remnant Dry Rf can be strengthened and
extended."

Harry updated the situation a month later (end Nov) "We've had useful rain to break the drought; 5 to 6 inches in the district at the
end of October and lighter falls since. My RF trees have made the most of this change and are shooting strongly. As well, water restrictions
have been relaxed. A weeks holiday from work has enabled me to plant out more trees and [ hope to spray other areas rcady for later planting,
Will get back to Semgreen road for more planting, weeding and seed collection if we can find anything with fruit. That site is the wettest it
has been for ages and it is a pity that we don't have more plants ready to put in now. Trust that you too, have had some of the rain that has
caused so much flooding in many places."

THE LATEST ON DES TUCK'S MT RIVERVIEW GARDEN

Mid Nov "Lovely rain - 70mm in 36 hours. This follows an extremely dry winter; I can almost hear the trees drinking the water! As
I'look outside I can see a Macleay Laurel Anopterus macleayanus in flower and a Syzigium wilsonii almost ready io break into flower, while
Elaeocarpus reticulatis (white form) is just starting to open. Further into the garden the pink variants are bursting into bloom and after the
rain the air will be full of perfume. Adding to the scents is Cuttsia viburnea, which too is in full flower with its lovely, sweet honey smell.
Current temperature is just 15 degrees; a few weeks ago we were in the 30's with bushfires locally!

Pandorea ‘Golden showers' gave a magnificent display over the shadehouse, for many weeks late Aug - Sept. Many species are on
the move while others are waiting for more rain, and warmth. Davidsonias are going well along with various species of Tree Ferns,
Diploglotiis, Prftospomm, Syzigiums... Was very lucky to see Evan Weatherheads fantastic Rhodosphaera rhodanthema (Deep Yellow Wood)
in full flower in spring - the tree was covered in blossom and was a great sight with the sun full on it.

Spring was great for the little birds in my gardens, every day sees them feeding and watering here. Some I can identify are New
Holland Honcye.aler ‘astern Spinebill, Thornbill, Scrub Wren, Superb Fairy Wren, Grey Fantail, Rufous Fantsil, Willy Wagtali Plenty of
large birds come in as well, but I like to see the smaller ones. I only provide water and grow native plants for their food source in the hope that
this will provide a balanced diet.

We went on the Blue Mountains Group's bus trip to Barren Grounds and Robertson Nature Reserves - what a great little patch is
Robertson Reserve. The November day we visited was damp and misty but this only transformed the forest and gave it a mystical character.

A top day, we will go back to Robertson as well as other patches down south, many more times. I am keen to get up your way and places
further north in the very near future. Our son spent time in your Port Macquarie district and loved it, especially the RFs. He is following my
interest in RF so I encourage him at every opportunity of course.

Earlier this year we had a small crop of Finger Limes and decided to try some Marmalade' but maybe Il try a different method next
time. After forcing my mouth to break the tough strong skin and a thousand seeds to finally get at some jelly it was not too bad, but boy, those
skins and seeds beat me on that batch!

Over the past couple of years I have been gradually increasing the numbers of RF trees and shrubs in containers. This allows me the
flexibility to grow more, and move them around the courtyard and near the house as I please. In group displays, with different foliage types,
they really look attractive and add serenity to the paved areas.

Propagation results. Good success with Syzigium wilsonii seed in both pure sand and 50/50 sand & peat, approx. 90% results and
strong seedlings ready to pot on. Took 6 months to germinate, though Pitfosporum revolutum tock 7 months. Other species shonld start to
appear as the weather warms. It is a great feeling in successfully propagating seed and by cuttings, passing on plants to family and friends as
well as extending the garden.

Postseript. Helen Tranter of Robertson Environment Protection Society (and RFSG member) sent me a copy of their "A Guide to the
Yarrawa Brush - Trees, Shrubs & Vines of the Robertson RF Remnants”; I found this to be a fine publication with species of the area
described and photographed - recommended for anyone interested in the district."

(Ed. The 'Guide' was reviewed in an earlier N/L and Helen generously presented a copy for our library/ reference files and is available for
loan, on request.

JAN PARKIN IS ALARMED AT FINDING NEW SPECIES OF WEEDS IN A NATURAL AREA

Like most people of the east coast, Bellingen suffered a particularly dry winter but received a little welcome rain late October. Jan
wrote "T've just read Feral Future' and this, together with finding seedlings of Paulonia, Tabeluia and Spathoden (West African Tulip Tree) on
our place has made me more concerned than ever about our Oz native bushland. Ithink Tim Low's points about the dangers of free trade in
this respect are well made."
(Ed. Readers of the N/L may recollect that Jan & Ross's property is generally stable bush, virtually undisturbed for a good while. So, one

would have to assume that an invasion of brand new weeds there will be magnified many more times in uncared for, or frequently disturbed
sites and be a further problem for environmentally concerned people.

MANY MEMBERS HAVE WRITTEN ON A PERSONAL BASIS - OR SENT XMAS CARDS

Some have expressed their best wishes to the Group in general and I am quite chuffed about the numerous comments of appreciation
of the N/L's topics. I thank you all here, in lieu of a personal note to each well wisher. It is heartening to realise that most members are really
interested in broad coverage of the study contained in the N/Ls .

Email comments. More members are hooked into this facility, as time goes on. Ihave been urged by several to do the same; but I
feel I must remain true to the principles of my ancestors - the Ludd clan - as I know that I would become a captive of such new-fangled
technology and would have even less time available to devote to the N/L. Garry assures me that it would actually save time, but Id really need
a servant to do the job.

Steve Tornquist passes on his address as stornqui@hutch.com.au should anyone wish to correspond. The Group passes on its best
wishes that Steve speedily recovers from a fall early Oct which resulted in a fractured ankle. Subsequently, a knee fracture was discovered
then the leg became infected, needing a week in hospital.

Also, Evan Weatherhead has been unwell but a scheduled operation should see him "back to speed’ by now. We trust Evan is now
on the mend.
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COMMENTS ON ITEMS IN THE PREVIOUS N/L - ON NATIVE HYBRIDS......

Gwen Caddy suggests that sterile hybrids for the average unthinking (or mug) grower might minimise predicted problems.
Dedicated Oz plant lovers though, should grow as many Jocal species as possible with the hope that they will enrich nearby bushland by adding
to a (usually) diminishing gene pool. Attractive species from distant areas, and non-sterile hybrids should be watched in case they become
established as local weeds. '

¢ Judith Brass says that their showy flowers seem to attract the more aggressive birds - miners, friar-birds, crows, etc. Fortunately
RF species do not seem to have attracted plant breeders. A local nursery does not stock RF plants 'as they are too reliable - it is not good
business to sell plants that live for 100+ years. He prefers WA natives & hybrid Grevilleas that 'look good for a year or two, then die so people
have to buy another one.'

Don Yates has a wider view "A friend of the great philosopher George Bernard Shaw ance remarked upon entering his home that he
thought it unusual that for someone who liked flowers - there was not a single flower in the house. G.B.S. replied T like children too, but I
don't go cutting their heads off and putting them on the shelves.' Some things are best left where they belong........ one cannot help but think
our Society's attitude to our plants is not much different to G.B.S.'s friend.

So we managed to get the much maligned Olympic Committee to use Australian plants in the Olympic medal presentations and were
told this would be great publicity for Oz plants. Fargive me for not understanding this but I didn't think our plants were after this kind of
publicity, and I wonder in what ways medal recipients are going to help our plants? After all, to them a flower is just a flower, a reward for
winning a medal. One could not be blamed for thinking that some APS material, certainly some items in widely circulated publications, are
put out by the horticultural cut flower trade, the dried flower crafi group or the hybrid nurserymens association. My simple way of thinking
tells me that the only publicity our plants need is the opportunity to attract a pollinator, a seed disperser, to exist in their rightful habitat, and
to grow in the form they have selected afer some 115 million years of evolving to suit the conditions prevailing in the area they inhabit.

I would have thought our main efforts should be to ensure that we preserve those places where they survive, rehabilitate areas where
they used to be, and to try and stop governments destroying any more habitats. Now, if the nursery or cut flower industry wants to set up
plantations of hybrid native plants and sell them to Olympic Commiitees etc., we can't really stop them, but I don't like to see our funds
publicising something that is not of the slightest use to the donors - our native flora."

And on other topics. ..... Judith Brass offers her observations. Re tubes I use an old fridge drip tray, placing tubes in a layer of coarse sand
always kept moist and so gives sufficient moisture to the seedlings. Use of water absorbing granules also helps....... On camphorlaurels
Could be used for matches, clothes pegs, furniture. Tam told by a local cabinet maker that they are excellent timber for woodwork. Leaves
and branches could be composted for biogas, a much cleaner fuel than wood; residue would be great for mulching RF plantings........ Krill -
someone has found a use for them, frozen seafood sticks..... That tax on beoks. The school I work at has to pay GST on books purchase for a
text books hire scheme, but we cannot pass this cost onto students. (Ed. That must be a ‘public' school; private schools are charities and
therefore GST exempt. Mr Howard boasted in his Electorate Report 'Christmas Message' "It was my pleasure to present an Australian flag to
Denistone East Public School and to open (public funded) new and refurbished school buildings at Our Lady Queen Of Peace School,
Gladesville".

i D USERALTERL X HIL o Ny 1 ) n i :

As only one member commented on this, I have to assume that either people are uninterested or completely brainwashed by the
constant propaganda that these catchcries are crucial for our survival. Judith Brass said it in one 'Sustainable Development is an oxymoron,
along with Ecotourism.'

I will merely quote Geoff Grace, a long-time Sydney environmentalist who said "GDP does not differentiate between good growth
and bad growth. It says nothing about sustainability. It is nonsense that activities associated with salinity, floods, crime, traffic accidents,
insect plagues, wars etc. are included in GDP. Even some 'good growth' is actually bad growth. Is preducing more vehicles good growth? It
increase greenhouse impacts. Is increasing Australia's population good growth? It increases ecological footprints.".......... And leave it there,

CAN CAMPHOR LAURFLS BE RETARDED BY ANY OF THE STRANGLER FIGS ??

Mark Ziebell of Bulli wrote, mainly to discuss a Camphor issue at llawarra Grevillea Park, "where we have one specimen providing
much needed shade to various ferns and archids growing on and around a large rock. Although natives have been planted to provide shade
eventually, it will be a few years before they can adequately do so. So the camphor has a reprieve. In an effort to hasten a replacement I have
experimented with placing young figs in the fark of a low branch and trunk; the idea being that as the fork in question is approx. 5' above
ground, it should have a head start in strangling the camphor. However 2 Figs Ficus macrophylla met their demnise soon after I placed them in
the fork. This could have been due to the dry conditions. I had carved a bit of a repositary in the fork for the strangler and then wound tape
around the fig in an effort to give it a moist and protected environment but this may have not been enough with the subsequent windy, dry
winter. I'd hope to try a third fig this autumn, though the recent rain should have been ideal for one to get established I wasn't prepared to risk
it in case of a hot and dry summer.

Anyway, to get to the point, I have been wondering if the camphor conld produce same chemicals toxic to plants like the fig and this
idea would be doomed to failure anyway, regardless of moisture and special care. I am unaware of the process strangler figs use to tap into a
host for their start in life and whether same species are particularly suitable whilst others invariably reject such invasion through protective
antibodies.

I would appreciate the advice of members who may have experience, or snggestions on this matter so that I may try other methods.

I had previously tried a similar experiment with Coral trees. No success here either but I believe the main reason was that there was
easy access by other people. (Yes, I know I could have put a sign on them but T have found that even putting a stake beside a plant sends the
message Thave value, so please vandalise me.")

That aside, we are making good progress in regenerating the rear of the park. If you ever get down this way make sure you reserve at
least a couple of hours to have a look. Seasons greetings to RFSGies."

Ed. Iwonder if fig implants' should be placed somewhere in the upper canopy where more light is available? Course it could be difficult to
water. .

Hopefully Mark will be overwhelmed by suggestions and experiences in introducing such natural control measures, and

if in fact they are effective.

JOE FRIEND HAS REPORTED THAT KOALAS IN N. E. NSW ARE EATING CAMPHOR LEAVES
It seems that they have been 'taste testing' the vegetation whilst resting in the trees during the day. Further details next N/L.




ideas & experiences A Qld member, Geoff Simmons kicked it off with - invariably writers in garden magazines & TV presenters stress the
importance of distributing a thick layer of organic mulch such as straw or bark, on garden beds'. ‘Claims of weed suppression, supply of
nutrients on decomposition, reducing watering, better microclimate for beneficial organisms, aesthetics. He then summarised 'the other side of
the coin as - additional costs of mulch; harbourers of harmfiil organisms such as fungi; introducers of weeds; fire hazard in bushfire prone
areas; possibility of matting, preventing water penetration.' (Ed. My emphasis; my experience). The writer went on to examine the Oz
scene in nature, and its application in garden design, pointing out that over the bulk of our continent leaf litter is either extremely sparse or
non-existent (desert areas, sandplains, many forests and mallee) and concluded Many Australian plants have developed mechanisms for
utilising elements such as nitrogen & phosphorus that are in small amounts or unavailable in impoverished soils. So it could be un-necessary
and poor practice from both nutritional and aesthetic aspects to follow the heavy mulching philosophy that seems to belie the true nature of the
Australian continent,'

One respondent had an abundance of leaves from neighbour's trees and was a strong advocate for mulching ‘to reduce weed growth
when compared to bare soil, prevent soil splashing during rain, looks good in his style of garden.' But - the only trouble he has found is that if
the mulch gets too thick, it can thatch and repel water..... Another described the mulch she uses on her RF gardens - Euc leaves grass
cuttings, bark and small sticks, Plus the plants own leaf drop of course, One area faces west with hot afternoon sun and wind and those plants
are doing better now mulch is used..... A member from the NSW north coast with really rich volcanic soil finds organic mulch is a must when
creating a new garden and uses seed-free hay, tea tree and sugar cane residues. "They suppress the weeds, conserve moisture and enrich the
texture of the topsoil with humus circulated by worms and the like. As the garden matures decorative and longer lasting mulches such as
Macadamia shells or pine bark can be used.'. . A member working at the West Aust goldfields imported mulch from 1000 km away, finding it

cigarette butts) material, compaction from long distances on rough roads. This writer believes that the use of very low ground covers as living
mulch' is the most satisfactory and includes Myoporum parvifolium, Grevillea obtusifolia, an Ervemophila, and Dichondra repens in damper
areas. Other comments (GDSG had a really good response on this topic), 'you don't get a lot of self seeding or volunteer plants on a heavy
mulch layer', "the old recommendation of a 4" or 100mm deep layer is generally considered too thick!, 'An optimum time of application helps
- in Melbourne late winter/ early spring was thought best!, 'not suitable in frost prone locations where a completely flat soil surface is best'
An American publication was quoted as 'The heat generated from sunlight on bare ground can kill roots to 8" deep. Soil beneath a 3" layer of
mulch is 8deg F. to 10deg cooler than soil in direct sun, enabling roots to spread into fertile top soil.'

As-well as those N/L references, Annette referred me to the NSW Forestry brochure Fertilisers and Mulches for Trees/, surely a
handy little paper. On mulching, they mentioned the same benefits as already stated but they say poorly applied mulch can have an adverse
effect, and some materials may not fulfil all the claimed benefits and sometimes a mulch will induce a fungal a tack on the root and root collar
of a young tree by creating humid conditions at the soil level. Some organic materials may require additional fertiliser to help decomposition
and to avoid nitrogen starvation. The use of garden materials (grass clippings and the like) is only recommended if they are well composted
beforehand and are free of weed seeds.

Comments from RFSG members: Noeline Harris at Murwillumbah - "Apart from the very start of our revegetation project when we used sugar
cane mulch on our young plants, only to see it washed down the slope into the bush during heavy rain, we have not done a lot of mulching.

But during the very dry winter/ spring this year we very quickly found that it was the only way to save some of our smaller plants. Ibelieve we
would have lost a lot of plants had we not gone around and put leaf litter, etc. thickly around any plant under stress. They then had to be
watered intensely foe a while but just about all survived. By contrast we had the wettest October of the Jast siX years, and everything is now
thriving. Even the tree ferns look like tree ferns again." (30th Nov.)

Aub Podlich (Boonah Q.) said "We use cane mulch around newly planted tube stock. Costs $3 bale, each does 12 trees. Here,

clodded ground..... Disadvantages of Tipping, of course, is disturbed ground and planting generally in rows but for us it's been excellent. We
could not have planted the large areas without this preparation. In the harshest areas with heavily degraded and compacted soil we've planted
Eucalypts and local wattle; anywhere close to the vine scrubs we are putting back Crows Ash, Leopard Ash, Red Cedar, White Cedar, Silky
Oak and Yellow Wood (Rhodasphaera rhodanthema) plus smaller lots of many others, locals. Ibought tube stock but also grow annually,
several thousand local vine scrub species. -

Des Tuck (Outer Sydney) wrote "I was disappointed with some areas of my garden; during this winter's drought and some bad winds, the soil
dried out despite the mulch, which also dried out and then neither soil or mulch would absorb any water. For plants under stress, and areas of

for soil and plants in (usually) preventing water loss, and providing nutrients,"

Rod Cook (Sydney) said that mulch is necessary in his dry area. His shredder/ chipper turns out a mulch much finer than the woodchips from
big Council shredders and he makes a point of using a 3" layer over much of the bare ground in their RF thicket.

Judith Brass (Ipswich) advises not to use old carpet as it takes at least 10 years to break down when covered, and it also excludes water.

as easily as the recycled car tyre product. -
Ed's comments. It seems cane mulch transport costs are prohibitive so it is generally available only in mill areas. Alternatives could be ’
'spoiled (lucerne) hay’; no seeds but costly at about $6 bale, or sawdust usually free if collected but probably impervious to water entry.

THERE HAVE BEEN A LOT OF REPLIES TO JUDITH BRASS' QUESTION ON GROUND COVERS

(The site is mostly dry due to root competition, 6m wide at most and with high light levels). Members suggestions: From Noeline
Harris We-have basically relied on natural regrowth and have been surprised at the variety that have popped up, some as yet unidentified,
However we probably have a moister situation. There are a couple
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Judith might like to try. One is Pollia crispata; Alec Blomberry sent up from Sydney a half dozen runners which we just put in wherever. It
spread very rapidly and even suppressed some small areas of the dreaded Madeira vine. Iknow this is supposed to prefer moist situations but
ours has weathered a very dry winter/ spring without any trouble. The other occurs here naturally - Lobelia trigonocaulis which grows happily
in full sun or part shade on all sorts ofsoxlzypes wet or dry..... If Judith would like to try these, Iwouldbehappyto send her some runners
just to see if they work. My home phone no is 0266725141 or if she lives close enough she may like to come and see for herself,"
Ross Macleay sent down a two page handout from Greening Australia's Dorrigo office Restoring Rainforest Understorey' which is a useful
little summary covering Understorey composition, Factors that may limit regeneration of the smailer species, Strategies for restoration and
Hints for selecting appropriate species for your area. He also enclosed a list of north coast species covering both ground cover and
understorey plants. 54 species in all, many being ferns and sedges, but lilies (Cordyline, Cunjevoi, Dianella, Lomandras) and Solanums,
Rubus etc are included. I sent copies to Judith; anyone else inferested in such species can request a copy if needing info on underplanting,
Julie Ho, volunteer guide at Port Macquaries Sea Acres Nature Reserve forwarded an updated RF species list for our records and as a
reference for members seeking ideas. "From what I've seen (and grown), ferns seem to be the happiest plants in a low-light situation; orchids
like the Christmas Orchid, Cunjevoi and Crinum lily also do well. The ivy-leaf violet will also thrive if there's not much competition from
grass. T've also observed climbers acting as a strong ground cover if they are unable to get into the canopy - Cissus hypoglauca and Eustrephus
latifolius (Wombat Berry) cover well,
Don Yates suggested the Graptophyllums as being truly delightful plants that rarely get a mention and are effective ground covers in sites not
overly shaded. There are 4 species - G. spinigerum which tends to be horizontally spreading, G. thorogoodii also low and spreading with
beautiful red flowers, G excelsum with red flowers too, and taller gfowing bnt can be kept low, G. ilicifolium (Holly-leaved fuschia) low
growing with purplish red flowers, and finally one of the most beantiful ground covers he has seen - Scaevola aemula var. Purple Fanfare -
found originally at Diamond Head NSW (not all that far from Byabarra!), a stunning plant to only about 6" high and widely spreading.
Des Tuck also thought of the Native Violet Viola hederaceae for Judith's site; "this one will quickly run through a moist area, particularly if
mulched. Also consider the fern Doodia media which can colonise an area but not as rapidly as the violet."
Rod Cook has patches of green ‘cover), including Einardia hastata (a saltbush), Oplismenus aemula (basket grass) Commelina cvanea
(Creeping Christian, Scurvy weed), and the ferns Adiantum aethiopicum, Doodia aspera, Hypolepis muelleri. Though all prefer damp, shady
areas they do contribute some cover in our dry, shale-clay hill top site."
Val Collis suggested a number of species saying "I'm mainly looking at what grows in our bit of forest and Judith seems to need ground cover
rather than understorey. Try Aneliema accuminatum and A. biflorum sometimes known as Native Wandering J2w but are not as invasive.
Dichondra repens (Kidney Weed) and Oplismenus aemulus (Basket grass) are quite vigorous in full sun. Thes:: two are sometimes thought of
as ‘nuisance plants' in a formal garden but do a wonderful job in our fype of forest. It of course goes withont saving that to grow more trees
among well established specimens, the growth will be retarded as they compete for light ete. This will create shade and therefore a place to
grow Lobelia trigonocaulis, (Forest Lobelia), Tripladenia cunninghamii formerly Kreysigia and that hardiest of ferns Doodia aspera (Rasp
Femn). Looking further, Gahnia aspera (Saw Sedge), Gymnostachys anceps (Settlers Flax), Lomandra [angcjblza (Spiny-headed Mat Rush),
Cordyline stricta & C. petiolaris and the very beautiful Tussock Grass - Poa labillardieri will all grow in dry conditions.

The now 5 volumes of Rainforest Plants by Nan & Hugh Nicholson are excellent reference books for those of us who are learning the
mysteries of growing RF plants."
(Ed. This is a great response to a members enguiry, and I thank everyone for their input. Though, as I said to Judith - she will have to buy the
adjoining block in order to have room for all those beaut species that have been nominated.
Judith wrote just a few days ago saying "Kangaroo fern is abont the only fern which survived the cold, dry winter here; it died back but has
resprouted. Other ferns I have been given will probably be kept in a shadehouse to get them more advanced. (Back problems have stopped
further planting out). Cannavalia maritima a coastal gronndcover remained green throughout winter but it only grows in high light levels.
Hoya australis also survived but growth is slow. River Lilies flower well on the edge of RF areas but do not seem to thrive in low light levels.
Wandering Jew is also resprouting! :

HERE'S AN IDEA TO PROTECT NEWLY PLANTED TUBE STOCK FROM THE MARAUDING HORDES

(Described by Leigh Murray of Queenbeyan in an article in SGAP Canberra Dec 2000 Journal) Bei.g keen to attract Yellow-
tailed Black Cockatoos, she planted out numbers of Casuarinas of 6 species to angment those growing on the property and for a later food
supply for the cockies. Local rabbits and hares soon started biting off the plants at ground level and Wallabies nibbled at others so they had to
be protected. Gutter Guard was chosen as "it is cheap, readily available, easy to use (cut with scissors), can be joined with plant ties to make
tall guards, and made of plastic. The plastic part of the spec. is important, as I found out. In this year's very cold winter I needed to protect a
few frost touchy baby eucs against frost...... 1 rigged up guards around those plants and used shadecloth placed around the south and east sides
and over the top; this method worked well except for those plants sorrounded by metal guards: the metal radiated 'coolth' and burnt the leaves.
So now I stick to plastic gnards."

Ed. Having similar problems, I'm trying out the method though my gutier guard is only 7" wide. Our regen areas (including 5 large
groupings of around 80 plants protected by either chicken or Ringlock wire) were apparently not Wallaby proof. They didn't go over though,
but underneath! This was puzzling; how could a Swamp or Red necked wallaby get throngh this way? The penny then dropped - they had to
be Pademelons, small Macropods about 30 - 60cm body length and 3 - 7 kg weight, small enough to get under any mesh not pinned down. All
fences are now weighed down, however one lot of Ringlock has mesh large enough for animals to get through. They particularly liked
Sandpaper Figs and Alphitonia excelsa the Red Ash 1 can tell you, though individuals seem to have different preferences for side dishes. The
odd Emmenosperma, Streblus, Syzigium and Hymenosporum have been reduced in size, some almost eaten down to ground level; others
adjacent were untouched. I'd already cut up more than 100m of 3 foot x small mesh for individual guards and I didn't relish the thought of
having to do more (time consuming and expensive), hence being very appreciative of knowing of that experience with gutter guard. Ordinary
cheaper chicken wire with its 2" mesh is unsatisfactory; they easily get their eating bit through this and relish any of the planted Acacia
irrorata and Eucalyptus acmenoides (Tallowwoods) they can reach. Yet, the same species naturally regenerating are rarely grazed. Amazing,

I enquired if 12" gutter guard or wire was available (it isn't). However it was suggested ‘vermin wire' marketed as Hardware Netting,
though only available in 6" width, would be as cheap as gutter gnard and easily wired together to protect small plants. It's $21 for 46 metres -
about 40c a plant. It is galvanised, easily cut and has 1/2" mesh. I'm trying a roll and will let you know if it is effective.

Our aim is - protect seedlings/ tube size with narrow, foot high mesh; as they outgrow this, replace with 3' guards taken from plants
sufficiently tall enough to be out of the reach of our resident Swamp and Red-necked Wallabies. It seems though, that such freed-up saplings
need to be tied to a stake as those wallabies often drag them down and eat the leaves. Garry Daly mentioned this and it did happen here
recently.
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THE FIGHT FOR THE DAINTREE - OR THE GENESIS OF A UNIQUE WORLD HERITAGE AREA LISTING

msin_depmwenmm@y@mmmmmﬂaﬁmsmmofmammmmmmm
beencunn'ibutedbyDanYatﬂs,ssIhesemndofhmsmmson‘thnseiowhnmwcoweagrmtdmlfﬂrﬂmﬁ'eﬂbnsinpmtﬂctingthemnueforus
as well as many other species'.

Prelude: IthasbeenestﬁnnledthateachgoldmedﬂAnstalmmsatlhEOIMGGmnmmﬁsthenaﬁmMﬂmﬂﬁmandifoneanalysed
in depth what we gained from this great expenditure - I wonld have to say very little, when it is all boiled down. It makes the recipients

) millionsi ntertains the masses for a couple of weeks, takes your mind off more important things and involves much hype and hoo
ha. But it doesn't do nmch for the comntry and in fact takes away money from things of much higher priority and of greater importance...........
Whilst you may think that I am just a bit miffed at missing ont on selection again, let me point out that I can think of two Australians who were
worthmnretothiscomhythanawholehagQfgddmmiﬂsandmfﬁmDrlﬂuWehbmdhisImg—ﬁmemeamhassismleﬂ'Tmmy who
spent over 70 years between them studying rainforests whilst working for the CSIRO ' ’

Botanic backgronnd:  Dr. Webb and Geoff Tracey were initially looking forways to exploit the rainforests for medicinal drugs and later
became Australia's first RF ecologists. Oﬂmagain,itwmxldhchm!mﬁstallthﬁachicvmnmﬂsmeymadeinalife-longmdyofRFs; but in
terms of our own, and the world's knowledge of RF it was trmly an fmmense contribntion. It must be remembered that in the mid 50's when
they first started working together in our tropics, the accumulated knowledge that had been published by previous researchers on WTRFs was

limited indeed, and many people completely accepted the theory by the British botanist Hooker in 1868 that Oz Rfs had come down
from South East Asia; like many other mistakes the English made in Anstralia, this theory was shown to be equally wrong.

Webb and Tracey first started to query the origins of our WIRF dnring.thnearlydaysofre;eamhwhmahmsleverysmndtrccmc'
came across turned out to be a new species, and once discovered 6 new species just while stopping for Iunch at Noah Creek, north of the '
'Daintree River | To give some idea of the number of new species formd in those RFs, Bernie Hyland, another CSIRO researcher increased the
Cryptocaria group by 40 species and added another 21 species to the Syzigiums. Probably the most important find was Idiespermum
australiense, one of the rarest and most primitive of flowering plants which was placed in a family of its own, and is thought to have been
growing in the region for at least 100 million years. This was also fonnd in the Noah Creek area as were Gardenia actinocarpa and
Noahdendron nicholasii (which are still known only from that location).

Altogether there are at least 66 endemic RF genera in the wet tropics, and of the 19 families of primitive plants found on the planet
Australia overall has representatives of at least 13 of these primitive families, with 5 in the Daintree coastal (lowland) R¥s. Of course the
highland RF produced many surprises also, including our only Rhododendron R. lachae growing on the highest peaks. Apart from being such
an exquisite plant its other claim to fame was that it was forecast as likely to be growing at such sites by the famous early botanist Baron
Ferdinand Von Mueller even before it was actnally discovered.

Cerwinotherfeaﬁnmoftheﬂm:ammmnwmcmiqumanigrmtageofthsmgim“dthspedessuchastem (Sundew:
normally associated with open heathland - the only 3 species which differ front this habitat are found in the wet tropic highlands and are quite
restricted. AnnﬂleramazjngfmdwastthmmaiuTeaTrmlgpmspemmnmmmm(tryandsaythat)gmmngonMLBeumaeanr,
with trunks up to a metre thick and estimated ages of perhaps thonsands of years. On the rocky areas of Mt. Pieter Botte is a small creeping
Resurrection' plant Borya septentrianalis which is green with pincushion leaves - during dry spells these change to orange-red. The nearest
relatives of this unnsnal plant are formd inarid areas of W.A. The drier forests of Mt. Windsor Tableland contain several species not normally
found in the tropics including Norther Black cypress pine (Callitris macleayana) Northern Banksia (Banksia compar), and the Flooded Gum
(Bucalyptus grandis) which are northern ontliers of a forest type that is widespread in S.E Aust. Perhaps a most significant unexpected flora
in the region is a pocket of Bunya Pines (Araucaria bidwillii) at the head of one of the streams running west from Mt. Lewis. Apart from this
population they are only found in the Banya Momntains in 8 E.Q.

Other researchers discovered nnique mammals, frogs, lizards, snakes, insects and many other things all of which pointed to the
realisation that these forests were our own, of very ancient arigin possibly existing continnously for the last 40 1nillion years and which the res
of the continent was unable to sustain becanse of extreme climate fluctnations.

In the early '60's they were able to stop the clearing for farming and seftlement in the Noah creek area and get a small National Park
established which saved from extinction'many plants that otherwise we would not even know about. It was from this action that the
importance of the Daintree and the conservation of the wet tropics was taken'up by the conservation movement, and another long fight started
with the QId. government.

The Battle to protect those sites: It was obvious that government's view of ‘what's the good of a piece of land unless you use it! was going
to have to be put to the same test as theiridea of drilling the Great Barrier Reef full of oil wells so that nobody else could claim it. The rest of
this story should slmwtbscauousdismgandfurcaﬁngandmspunsiblcpmplcmparedtoﬁghzforsamzﬂ:ingaouuique,andthattheignomncc
of those elected politicians and councillors-who we expect to look after and protect onr most precions natural assets who almost completely
disregarded the scientific advice of people like Dr Webb, Geoff Tracey and many others, both local and overseas, was astonishing. Those of
you who have read George Orwells Nineteen Eighty Four' will have realised that his scenario did come true; for those unfamiliar with the
book,thatgovcrnmentwasmadeupofminisnimsunhastthmistryfanmth(Whinhwasinvolvcdinﬁes),MnisnyforLove(involvedin
hate), Ministry for Peace (involved in war) and so on. However the then state government made all this look pretty tame.

Onmlgusz14t]1IQTTp:mnim‘BjeIke-Pﬁtez‘scnmmmmdhcwasgoingtosavcthcgwm'naixm'ee,andindeadthcentimCape
York Peninsular by creating a Cape York Wildemess Area which wonld be all the country north of a line between Cairns and Normanton in
the Gulf Country; all to be a wilderness and wildlife area. I almost choked on my weethix when hearing this on the radio, thinking I may have
badly misjudged this man. The samemonth Mr Ken Tomkins, minister for Lands, Forestry and National Parks ctlined what he hoped to be
the beginning of a large N.P. reserve program for Cape York, and particularly the region-between the Daintree and Bloomfield Rivers because
it had been described as the mast impartant hotanical site in Australia and is famons in many parts of the world. This will mean the
preservation of the best completely indeveloped coastal scenery in QId, he claimed. Did they do all this though?

No. Of course not; they nmst have been reading Gearge Orwells boak and decided an a new approach - throw the conservationists
off guard by pretending to join them. Atthirpah:tufthmmnstofthcluwlandTmp&calRFhadbmnclemndfnrsugarcaneandotherfarming,
and residential projects; the beautifnll Atherton tablelands cleared and then burnt for agriculture, the Daintree and surrounding areas as well as
the higher peaks already being extensively logged were nextto be degraded beyond repairin the planning of th's nonsensical and destructive
administration. The last virgin tropical wet lowland RF near Cape Tribulation was to be the scene of the last miajor battle in QId. This area of
indescribable beanty was part of a continuons mantle of Iush RF from the highest peaks to the coastal lowlands with the forest canopy growing
right down to, and overhanging, beaches of the whitest sand fringed by the coral reefs of the Great Barrier Reef which came close to the shore
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att.hispoint,IiﬂingthctwomnslmplcqunEmth«tthﬂﬁfandthnRﬁinfmmt The government, under pressure and still
uyingtcfoboﬁ‘enﬁrmmmlaﬁsts,setasideaﬁmitedmlom:eaﬂapeTrihulaﬁnnNPmigmmdmhmissinnsforﬁwcumptofa
GreamrDainueeNPmposedatmeIQSOWmMWﬂdmnmsCmfermccandebymeAm Conservation Foundation (now prepared to
speek out against governments). o s
hthcfhceofthcobﬁnusthmatsmthispﬁsﬁmmﬁrmmmibychaﬁmalety,theCaimsandFarNcuihEmimnmmiGmup
wnsfmmedalsoinigm,mmmemmrmamdﬂmmdmmcmefmmfm.. The first challenge was the
pmposaltobuildawme@gmd-ﬁghﬂhmughthemwhfaﬁmaﬂa:k,ﬁ-nmCapeTribtoBlmmﬁcIdwhichwnmdhavedestmyedB km of
lowland RF wilderness; this was fmmmdwdnpasoﬂ'mingblmksofhnpicalpmdimfﬂrsale. The C. and F.N. Environment Group

h‘avellingthenewmadwonldseckuutthoscwhowemsnbvertingthzveryfatnicafsodety." (So natnre must be harnessed to the will of man.
Faint hearts and greenies stand aside.) "Wewillbringdo:z.crsin;wawi]lm:ithetopsofiherangesi[it‘snmcssar}ganditwmbc-nmsary.
Andnohippie,mgmenie,menvimnmmﬁstwﬂ]stopﬂmﬁmnhappming;mcycangothzirhardﬁt;ﬁleymn‘twin." This was from an
ABC's Four Corners Report in an interview with the minister...... (2) From a ‘Greenie' environmentalist as printed by the Douglas Shire
Wilderness Action Group's publication as "The Trials of Tribulation" - "When the first trees fell under the blade of the bulldozers, dragging
down vines, part of us went with them. Emynncmsshowﬁ:ghnrttmrsufshmk,:earsofanger,someboﬁi.h:gitupandgoinghardand
unreachable,sum.ejnsthmgingonmmchoﬂm-,smnedaingthcmnonmmgaimc,andthcsame%wordbcingusedovaandover....'the
bastards, the bastards, the ignorant bastards', Andﬂ:ewurdsnfauymrnldgﬁzl-Lcathy-Iswimlbmnghlhemdmndandslidedom
into the mud-stained creek. If you have never seen the death of a jungle, this is the perfect picture. A massacre. You can feel it in the air; a
lingering, crushed, sick smell. Iﬁsbmﬁﬁﬂstﬂ&ofmhfmmtammﬂphymdwhaclmeﬁonﬂyapmmmpmd“&mdmdm
slapped right in the middle of it. The suppased Toad. You must see it tounderstand the horrar of destruction..._."

All this happened in 1984, Gearge Orwell wasTight. Rzpmt(z)wasﬁnmthepwplcmbvmﬁugthevmyfatuicofsociety-me
hippic,gmmie,mmm-mmmmmmmmmwmmm-mmwmm

weather cleared again. Ihningthistﬁm,memuhmnfthcdcsum&mnmzwnrkmmmebmneobﬁous, with immense erosion of
hﬂlsides,mcharmksstainedred,theswdmkandmmkyaﬂﬂmmghﬂmmfm

Wi\‘.l;them.assivepolimfmhmyhgmﬂmmdwﬁhgoﬁsnppﬁmasneﬂumﬁngm,wzmltmmmbym
end of August. Themdwmmwugh,mdinmmwﬂsmmfmsﬁubdngmwpoﬂmwmemﬁm.So,ifyoucan‘t
desh‘nyﬂleReefmeway,thmamsﬁlluthermdhodsmuy. And._.tothisdaytheysﬁjlhavm‘tdnne&nythingabmtthe&nwnofﬁm
starﬁshpmblem-arthesewemgeandoﬁwpnﬂntmﬂsrumﬁnginmit...scmzﬁmmlfeelashamadmbcacunmedmmmn. ButI
ahouldn‘tmymﬂhmanmlmmudm&mmﬂy,mdhnmﬂypmndnfmmpwpleﬁmnallwalksoflifc,pastandpmsmtwho
havecﬁedouttothosewhownn]ddas‘mymrmﬁquchcﬁiagc-theymIhepeoplelnmashamedof.

Postscript: In December 1988. 900,000 hectares of the wet tropics witich included 630,00 ha of tropical RF was inscribed on the
World Heritage List, and on 10th March 1990 agreement was finally reached between the Conmonwealth and State governments on a 'Wet

mofmmwymmbymmmmmmﬁ,ﬂm I recollect many of the brave attempts to
prcvmitln'sassaultun-thehasisnfoursmvimlandsgmeofﬂleaﬂlﬂt?fnwdfnlﬂﬁngsdnmbymeﬁnﬁfnmaiMmhofmeNaﬁomle

coveringIeﬁa”lfed&grmtdmloﬁdiefintdﬁngﬂﬁsmmyaslwasupmmwhmitwashappmmg 1 toak iphotographs of it all, and for
%ﬁrstﬁmehmyﬁfesaw&sthmdmgoﬁhetwomaﬁnﬁpmofpwphwehmemﬂﬁsplmat The greedy and the caring, and I was glad
I was on the right side. The impact of this protest has never left me", .
Dondidn%nﬂmemehymitesofmﬂmwhnmhedahwmdmdmmhhﬂmmdrpsalm inging each weekend. Soon after,
myex—cabinetministm'weremmmﬂmmmmfmﬁmwﬁhtmﬂmm. The police
commissionmofthsﬁmamsfnnndtohecmmpl,aswasaﬂmstumjuﬂg& The premier was also almost brought to justice with 11 of the 12
jurors deciding he was dishonest. Ishmﬂd]istﬂmnmnﬂsofthoseuﬁminals,burthnyarcofnoamsequmnow,mbablyevmmm‘epuppets
at that time. Onecanoﬂyasme(may?)thmmnmﬁﬂlliﬁnghavelﬁgmhlﬂmmsleqﬁngatmm Evil people all, supported by a then
indifferent dull-witted electorate. Voters are hopefully more aware these days; if not, why do any of us bash our brains?
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A READERS APPRIUCTIATIVE RESPONSY TO DCON'S PREVIONS CHRONICLE ON THE BARWIER S7jyw

Charles Farrugia wrote " am not a member of your Stndy Group. 1 belang to the Blue Mountains (Sydney area) sroup and I revie w
your N/Ls for 'Australian Plants'. 1have to congratulate you and Dan Yates for what was a very interesting N/L - No 50 Oct 2000, The art;. le
on the Barrier Reef made good reading; I feel articles like this are of tremendous value especially for the yomger generation who see things ar
they are today and do not know how much effort went into conserving some of the precions assets Australians bave, or did have.

You should send a copy of that N/L to the Prime Minister, opposition Leader and every State Leader of this country. Again
congratulations. Regards."
Ed. Iam really chnffed with Charles' comment about Dan's stirling effort, and trust that all RFSG members are in agp :ement.

RELEVANT TOPICS FROM OTEER MIBLICATIONS

From A.P.S. SA's Nov 2080 Jonrual. This described a novel way of revegetation! Pichi Richi Park is very difficult country - a gos
range of natural vegetation, somewhat degraded by feral goats and neighbonrs sheep, weeds of course, not much rain and only salty bore wi .
minimal soil - mainly clay and rock - all makes planting ont a bit more than c.\h‘amcly difficnlt. The overall problems set in tvain the
development of a fun way of plant regeneration - SEED BALLS. ... "Made by mixing a few grains of lang-life fartilizer and minevals und sor
seeds into clay; the mixture is then formed into halls about 10 - 20mm in dizimeter. These balls are designed to hide the seed in the clay and
so stop ants and ofher insects and birds from sfealing the seed and keep it safe 1ntil conditions are right for it to genninate." The methiod is ¢
yet unproven but it seems feasible, and if successful wonld be a boon in sfrengthening existing vegetation in difficnlt or inacees-ible sites.
(Could be fired from a shanghai or dropped fiem great heights.)... The recipe is 5 parts of dry powderced clay, one part dry humus soil fram
around plants similar to those to be grown (This soil contains microhes that wonld be beneficial to seedlings as they grow - but avoid weed
seeds in this!) Add 2 to 3 parts of dry mixed seeds off all the species that are to be reintroduced to the location. Hard coated seeds will neeq
to be appropriately treated. You could add one part of blood and bone - this will feed the emerging seedlings and perhaps dissuade rabbits
from eating the plants. Mix all dry ingredients in a large containey andgradually add water a little at a time to form a stiff dough, break off
smuall sections and roll in your hands until smooth amimnnd, about the size of a 5 cent coin. For hilly areas, make flatter discs. (Ed.
Sumsnarised from a 4 1/2 page write up.

Should work in RF - be good to have a repart fiomn anyone giving this method a try. Weuld it, though, handle soft frnited seed that
normally requires quick germination? Shonld be snitable for 'pionesr spenies such as Blackwood, Alphitonia, Salanums Rubus, Commerser
etc.

APS Victuria Dec 26480 N/L claims "The Silent Invader - Kiknyu at a speed slower than a tortoise creeps across the Oz 1andscap
sinothering all in its path." Eadewic to East Afriea, this grass has been widely distributed as cover for soil and sand stabilisation, ernsion
control, household lawns, pasture and anything else we can think of. It is now a serions economic problem and an impediment in waterway
and drainsge channels. To say nothing of its steady invasion of bushland. The article wonders about the overall effects from the massive o
of chemicals to combat its spread and to cantrol established growth. Mention was made of its method of spread - wild horses (see later ites
earth moving machinery, vehicles, water borne. The aathor believes every Anssie should wake up and take control of this invader before n
of our indigenous species become extinet through being smothered by this 'Silent Invader."

SGAP Canberrz Dec 20888 Jousaal included details of the "Anstralian Bush Heritage Fund's' present "estate”. It now owns and
manages 12 reserves across four states. Mast have beerr pnrchased but some were acquived through bequests - Currmbin Valley at the Ge
Coast, and Burrin Burrin Reserve of 411 ha of tall wet forest (inclnding now 1are moist and fertile soils, almost totally cleared for agriculty
near Braidwood NSW, were donated. Qld properties also include the Fan Palm (Licuala ramsayi) Rescrve in the Daintree and 593 ha of
Brigalow and native grasslands,; NSW's largest known remaining 'grassy white box woodland' of 433 ha near Wagga Wagga. WA has 387 1
of now rare Wandoo woodland in the heavily cleared wheatbelt in its ownership. Rare and important hahitat in Tasmania is also owaed by
Fund. Nowhere near the large blocks controlled by Earth Sanctuaries but at least as important of conrse. No need for large seale ecotouriss,
finance grand schemes either as the Fund relies on donations to ohtsin land, and far low key-menagement. Formore infenmnation or to offer
your support, contact is phone 1800 677 101, e-mail info@hushheritage.asna, or at GPO Box 101 Hobart Tas 7001

NEW TAX BENEFITS FOR LAND DONATIONS TO CHARTUIES COIND BENZWIT TAE ENVIRCNMENT

Donations of property, inclodingland, buildings, shares ete. valued over $5,000 to 'eligible' charities a1onow completely tax
dednctible. If such donation is made to appropeiate envitonment or hedituge bodies, the deductions ean now be apportioned overup to 3 yeor
As well, bequests made in wills are exempt from capital gains tax. These new ules will hopefitlly lead to an-increase in philantlivepy and -
at least a little additional enviranmentally valuable land cut of the reach of development and destmction.

%% Who do we know who is wealthy, owns raniforest and pays too muach tax? *#%

REMMANT RUSHLANYD IS HARITAY FOR VAST I ‘.LZ”&I!‘I’:: GF SPWCIES

My aitention was drawn to a Busheare! item describing the stable and intemacting ecnsystems found i just about all areas of
reasunably undisturbed bush. The complexity and abundance of species can be almost mbelievalle - like the average piece of bush will hev:
millinns of insexts, hundreds of thousands of arachnids and ihcusands of plants on each heetare of land. A hectare (100m x 100m) is said to
have at least 4.5 mnillion spiders alone in the tiees, shrubs, grasses and wndergronnd. The mind can only boggle at trying to estimate e
numbers of inseets required to support sach a biemass of just ong individual order of predators. Yet some people are terrified at the sight of .
single Huntsman in the houvse or a Golden Orb-weavir's web in their garden. Don't tell them about nature's webs of life !

RADECAYL BOETHINi. NG ON TEE SLANKYS GGy AD CONSERYVATT N

The World Wildlifz Fund has advanced, oris supporting the idea (I heard only a sketchy report on this), to determine particularly
important 'B¢o Regions and io have these dedicated as large biological/ conservation reserves of core habitat. I think there are 28 locations
under consideration - they will be a reprisentative selection of ALL habitats or ecosystems on the planet, including oceans, deserts, :rasslane
as well as well as the more traditionally teserved areas of forests, wetlands and coral reefs.

YOUVE GOT 7O “JORRY WHEN VO SKE RCPFERVITES ON 1IE FGARDS OF LOGGING COMPANGE;

Well I worry when I see naines of past State leaders, not kmown for their protection of forests or other envirenments, and who
actively encouraged theirpolice to exceed nomual and reasenable force against citizens upposing snch things as daras in wilderpass areas and
ecologically invaluable forests, being appointed directors of companies they blatantly favoered. There has to be a possibility that all ig faie
above board, but past experience indicates that this-may be ‘whistling n the dark' . They Jeave them-elves open to criticism and as Des Turk
commented "the sc-called leadership from our politicians is a joke and t-Tling lies has almost become an art form fom them all.”



Sy, .

PUELICITY FOR THE SNAKRS QF THRE WET TROPICS

Annefte and John Honseman bad a trip to North Qld i November and passed on the current "Wet Tropics Newspaper", a tourist
handout. There were interesting smippets on Cassowaries, places to visit, reaforestation, walks and animals. The featured topic wes of the
region being the home of 43 species of those lovely crawlies - an impressive 30% of the Oz snake biota. Surprisingly, just one species - the
harmless northern erown snake - is unique to the region; its average length is a mere 40cm. The biggest replile deseribed is Asuethystine
python that can be over 5m long. 17 spﬂdnsarepicnnniandbﬂﬁﬂydesm'ihﬂdmawa}l-typefeﬂuEQ(pm‘te:).

(Ed. Tm especially interested in this fanna afier being bitten by that Carpet Python (only a little one) last year. Of course it was my
own fault and we both retain a respectful friendship with each other to this day.

CRUCIAL FLYING FOX POILLINATORS ARY EEING MASSACRED IN QLD....

‘Our ABC' in mid December had a mummber of reports about a Cardwell (N.Q.) lychee grower, who for the past 14 years has been
protecfing his orchard from tronblesome wncommon Spectacled Frait Bats with an electric killing system. Rowan Bosworth was taken to court
by a concerned environmentalist for allegedly, recently killing up to 300 bats a night with a system of electric 'prids'. The environmentalist, as
would be expected under a cormpt lagal system, lost the case - the judge finding "that Bosworth would suffer severe financial loss if he was
forced to turn off the grids" The absolnte classic one liner. Well said Mr Solomon.

The species has only an estimated 76,000 individuals, calcnlated by regular surveys, and is important to the regeneration and
survival of many Wet Tropics RF plant species.

..... WHILE GRJECTORS PREVENT WILD HORSE CULLS IN NATIONAL PAQKS

A couple of months ago a deliberately lit fire destroyed most of the vegetation in Guy Fawkes N.P. near Ebor NSW. Due fo damage
cauged by feral horse herds, the lack of fead availalile and reduction of cover for concealment, it was decided that ’conditinns for aerial culling
were near perfeet, This was soceessfol with-606 horses killed. Though each year thousands of dankeys, goats, pigs and bufTalo are «hot in Nat
Parks with liftle comment - touch a horse and the talk back Laws type people whip up a public outery and scare the daylights out of
environment ministers. They certainly worried NSW's Mr Debus who instrneted his NFWS people to cease such culls aud effcctively
demgcralising the Parks' administrators who are charged with conservation and enrvironm: atal protection.

There is a bramby sanctuary Boneook Station' near Darwin; those who wish feial horses to be protested could consider contribut’ g
money to capiure and transport such animals to Bonrook so that National Parks, which were sat up to protect native favna end flora can
continue to do so withont the dam:geand destmetion done by infrodnced species. There are estiraated to be 300,000 wild horses in Oz -
probably about $200 million wonld cover their resetilement but I'd bet very few individuals would contribute.

Should we just accept the f7 that unique ecosystems have been damaged irreparsbly and concede that each sad ¢ ery animul able to
survive such harsh conditions be allowed to remain? If that is the case would it not be fair that all native animals be totally prote: ‘od on all
private property?

Or should we accept the fact that it is OK to kill 2 unique species of native pollinator, crucial to the sorvival of howeer muny types
of plants (and perhaps mankind) becanse a few individnals suffer sume economic loss, yet another species generally lil ad by huinans but of no
economic or environmental value whatsoever, be totally protected? .

SOk OTHER RECENT 'ONE LiNERS' WHICH APPRALED TO MY "MZARBE SUNSE OF BOMOIR

"It's not much use having clean water, protected forests and healthy grasslands if the economic system is not there to support them. "
(ANSW Catchinent Board member' comment on ABC radio).

"Protection of lakes could deter development.” (Comment from a Local Government conncillor on the Healthy Rivers Enquiiy into
NSW coastal lakes).

"The Golden R'iles are - tho e with the gold make the rules." (Old English proverb ? passed on by Red Cook.)

"Politic: is more often driven by ideology divarced from an understanding of the real material world as reves led by scicice. (AESP
N/L Dec 2000) . : . -

SUCH QUOTES ARE DR MCATED. 34 THE 'GROW L AN DEVILOPMUENT AT ATL COSTS' L TBY

Clear the land! Pollute the breczel.... Chenge the clivatel Cut down the treesl.... Ponr snmose chemicals! Caves ntors dreughtl.... That's
what population i esure is abont. (From AESP N/L Dec '99 - just one verse from 2 poein by Lis Hansen Qld.)
Kd. This was wa'iten well before the NSW Nationals urged a doubling of the populationin regional and country areas, though the naticnal
Nationals (something wrong there, 1 athinks) are considering bringing back the hanging of wrangdosars, so wonid that reduee such increase?
Also would have the advantage of a snbstz tial rednetion in national party supporters, one would assprae. Only jokiug of conrse,
Posteeript. One electricity supplier's latest N/L included an item "To run an aversge honsehold for a year, 2.5 tonnes of coal hag 10 be burned,
resuliing in gbout 8 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions. Even switching on a light or using the washing machite can generate giceuliov s
gases, which confribute to global warming.”
On the Gree: lowse topie - Judith Brass says "Did I earlier say nothing left to burn? Well the last 2 days the zir has been geey with smoles
again and Thave just heard that Australia slong with USA and Canada has snccessfully sabotaged the greenhonse conference.. Environment
minister wal'ed out saying too much to do at home. Signing wooduhip agreements no doubt.”

SIX OVERWBELMING RFASONS ¥ IV QLI CONTINUES DESTUOVING OUR NATIVE VEGRTA NN

From One Nations 'Update magazine' - Pastoral Leases Ovmed By Politicians'. "All 6 properties are in the Qld. Gulf Covmntry with a
combified land mass totalling 3,100,000 ha. The leases are owned by the following politivians." These were listed but without spacific aress
nominated to each individual - they were a Federal Libaral minister, 3 Qld Labor State ministers, 2 National party presidents, #ith sneh an
uni:oly alliree of conniving dr sision makers, you wouldn't vant to wager too much money that intelligent envivommeatal desisions will ever
come about..... The Golden Ru'e syndrome already proven.

Other statistics inchu e foreign ownership, carporate and family control amonnting to 82 million ha with 20 million ha (including
former mizsions and resarves) as Aboriginal holdings. 1t is a pretty basic smmmaty as one would expect, but the ¢ are some interesiing fignres
given and names quoted. The item is extremely critical of the 'few big co: yorations and a staggering number of foreign "big business" interasts
contolling vast areas' and coneludes 'What will our trusted politicians do when there's nothing left of this couriry to pull out from under.the
feet of the Australian people?

My thanks to everyone who has contributed to this issue. ’



