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*The optimist proclaims that we live in the best of all possible worlds; and the pessimist fears that this is true.' (J B Cabell)

WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO SOME NEW MEMBERS

Charlie Charters Sancrox NSW; Christene Cullen Lome NSW; Carry Williamson Port Macquarie NSW. All 3 (plus spouses) are
mid north coast people so I really must do something about a regional RT interest group as collectively, regional memberships make up a high
percentage of the RFSG.

SYDNEY MEETING GET-TOGETHER SUNDAY 22ND APRIL AT DURAL
Pip and Tom Gibian are hosting a members day at their place, 37 Carters Rd Dural - the theme being a discussion on 'trials and
tribulations of urban and acreage growing; successes and suggestions.' A 10am start , bring a plate to share at lunch, momning tea etc supplied by

your hosts; plant swapping could be worthwhile so bring along your surplus specimens. Might be an idea to phone for directions, catering etc at
9651 1962

MID NORTH COAST MEMBERS GATHERING SUNDAY 13TH MAY (COMBINED WITH LOCAL A.P.S. GROUP)

We visit Karen and Karl Anderssons' property at Kilabakh, between Comboyne and Wingham. Readers may recollect that their well
regenerating block was described in our N/L No 48 telling of the Voluntary Conservation Order protecting in perpeluity, the bulk of that
property. They are at 2306 Comboyne Rd (23 kms from Wingham and about the same from Comboyne) The driveway is on the east side of the
road, right on a signposted hairpin bend, with a large sign 'Andersson Voluntary Conservation Area' on their letter box. Phone 6550 5637 for
more details or contact me to discuss car pooling. Bring a mouth-watering plate to share at Iunch, tea and coffee provided, plant swaps if you are
interested in extending your garden.

BRISBANE OUTINGS ARE HELD ON ALTERNATE MONTHS - ALWAYS A SATURDAY
Peter Jurd is the area organiser and may be contacted at 3345 1445 for venue details. Locations are published from time to time in the
QId Bulletin'.

I HAD RESOLVED TO WRITE THE FIRST EDITORIAL OF MY 11 YEAR LEADERSHIP... BUT --

Two recent events provoked me to deviate from a long standing rule to refrain from putting a strong viewpoint in these pages because I
was so dismayed at statements from supposed intelligent commentators, and leaders that I decided to speak out here, and elsewhere. I'd roughed
out a draft and wrote up the first paragraph, then wondered how I would go about putting the serious bits together; commencing with - T believe
everyone should think about the directions that we as individuals, and as a nation, are naively heading through constant indoctrination,
persuasion by ill-informed or biased influential opinion manipulators, and wily, divisive politicians.' Then I thought - I am addressing many who
(I know) have similar views to my own, and others who will strongly disagree, as they are entitled to do. Very many people though, have no idea
of what is happening and really give no thought to the future, environmentally, economically or the basic but hard to define 'quality of life'.
Further mulling over how I should approach such a difficult sermon(?) resulted in a blinding flash of reality - who cares anyway? Followed by -
what can we do anyway?

So Il leave the prime ministers comment on total loyalty to his political masters (rather than to our Nation he supposedly leads) to a
comment in a later page, and limit criticism of the huge disaster and world-wide predicament over the UK's Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak
being almost totally referred to as an economic misfortune to the farmers involved and to possible costs to the British tourist industry. It seems
that T am the only idiot, obviously, aghast at the repercussions to the 6 billion human people on this planet who may well have problems through
a massive shortage of the protein most need to survive, as there has not been one word of concern about this crucial, situation from any
commentator, that I have yet seen. Likewise a complete blank on most of the other pressures on our personal well being unless it affects the old
hip pocket. You want the latest market for the dollar?, the stockmarket prices?, the GDP and debt statistics? They are updated on the wireless
hourly, the TV 3 times a day, available 24 hours a day on a 1300 or 055 phone number. If you are interested in the pollution indicator; the latest
greenhouse figures; availability of water availability/ per head of population; amount of land newly affected by salinity this week; the cause of
inland fish kills after unusually heavy rain; the numbers of fish killed annually by pollution of coastal rivers and estuaries, it's a "sorry -those
figures are just not available".

Heavens, if ever I get around to doing an editorial we may have a mass exodus of members and I might even be deposed from group
leader-stirrer. Another reason why I decided not to bore you with some ungardening opinions.

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK

Ailanthus triphysa  Alphitonea petriei Alpinea caerulea  Araucaria cunninghamii  Cassia brewsteri  Castanospora alphandii
Elaeoacarpus grandis  Hymenosporum flavum Melicope elleryana  Milletia megasperma Pandorea jasminoides Pittoposporum
rhombifolium Rhodosphaera rhodanthema Toona ciliata  Turraea pubescens. Donors Karl Andersson, Peter Bevan, Dorothy Meadows.
Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please.

A request - viabilty trials need to be carried out on Araucaria cunninghamii Hoop Pine old seed stocks (held for S years). Patrick seeks members
to try this dry though unusually long-lasting seed, to add to RFSG germination records.
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WESTERN SYDNEY DRY RAINFOREST AND SUBTROPICAL RAINFORLST

Recently, the NSW Scientific Comumittee, established under the Threatened Species Conservation Act, made its final determination to
list Western Sydney Dry Rainforest as an Endangered Ecological Community. (March 2000). This places it into the same context as
Cumberland Plain Woodland, which is now hopefully, being less threatened by accelerating rates of clearing, and in some cases, undergoing
recovery from degrading processes.

Western Sydney Dry Rainforest (WSDR), has a particular assemblage of plant species, occurs in local government areas of Camden,
principally near Cobbity, Wollondilly ( Razorback Range) , Fairfield ( Tairfield City Farm), Hawkesbury (scattered patches such as Redbank
Creek area, Grose Vale), and Baulkham Fills (including Caftsi National Park). Tt is typically associated with gullies and sheltered slopes of
hilly, relatively steep sections of the generally clevated Cumberland plain. Soils are clay soils on Wianamatta shale. The rainfall is usually low
for rainforest development (600-1100mm but variable), with a markedly dry spring. Floyd, (1990) describes dry rainforest generally as follows:
“There are two tree strata, the upper being of scattered emergents... the lower strata is a dense main layer which may contain 10-30 species.
Leaves or leaflets are characteristically hard and small, commonly under 7.5 cm long. Woody vines are very cominon, as may also be stranglers.
Other tropical features such as plank butiressing, palms and latge epiphytes are rare. There is 8 well developed prickly shrub layer and a very
sparse herbaceous ground cover. “Subtropical Rainforest by comparison is quite variable in its composition, and is characterized by high
structural and floristic diversity. Floyd describes it in general terms as follows:

“Subtropical rainforest is the most complex rainforest subformation in NSW, occupying warm fertile sites with high rainfall. This tall rainforest
consists of two or {hree strata of trees forming a billowing rather than even canopy. Most species exhibit compound leaves with entire leaves or
Jeaflets more than 7,5cm long. Stranglers, paims, plank buttressing, large epiphytes, and woody vines are characteristic features. The ground
layer consists of large-leaved herbs and ferns. Littoral rainforest is derived fram this subformation, but also contains some representatives from
the dry rainforest subformation, all with the ability to withstand high levels of airborne salt.”

According to Mills and Jakeman (1995), “structurally and floristically, stands of subtropical rainforest vary according to rainfall,
geology, altitude and exposure to drier aspects or severe winds, including coastal influences”. Subtropical and d-y rainforests often occur
adjacent to , and intergrade with each other and other vegetation communities.

Why does WSDR need this listing? Both Subtropical and Dry rainforest are of considerable conservation significance, due to the
small, fragmented and isolated nature of remuants, their floristic uniqueness, and the large proportion of significant plant species (including
TSC Act, ROTAP, and regionally rare and significant species, which occur in this community (UBBS , 1997). Pespite there being a few larger
extant remnants, most subtropical and dry rainforest remnants are small in size (approx. 1-3 ha), making them vulnerable to genetic isolation
and a suite of other {hreatening processes. Existing remnants are scattered mostly on private land, and most have baen subject to considerable
disturbance associated with edge effects of fragmentation, urban and rural development. These include : siltatipn; urban runoff
and high nutrient loads; ‘weed invasion,( particularly lantana, privet, African Olive, and wandering jew); fire (increased fire frequencies,
purticularly on the édges); plant collection; trampling by cattle and other stock; clearing for agriculture; clearing for service corridors;
agricultural activities such as “tidying up”, slashing and grazing; mining / industrial waste dumping , particularly coal wash,

In view of the small size of existing remnants, the threat of further clearing and disturbance, the Scientific Committee took the
opinion that WSDR in the Sydney Basin Biaregion is likely to become extinct in nature unless factors threatening its survival or evolutionary
development cease to operate .

Nhere are these rainfore ; awkesbury area 2 They are naturally restricted to sheltered slopes, moist gullies and
riverflats of the Hawkesbury-Nepean River system, in areas of higher rainfall and on richer soils (UBBS, 1997). The UBBS notes that: “it
seems probable that a rainforest corridor once existed along the alluvial flats of the Hawkesbury-Nepean River, in adjacent sandstone gullies
and creek systems and on fertile uplands, linking the larger rainforest areas of Gosford/ Wyong and the llawarra. Small patches of dry
rainforest may have occurred in suitable sites further eastward on the Cumberland Plain associated with the Picton soil landscape.”

The western Sydney communities have a closed-forest, low closed—forest or low thicket-like structure, and occur in hilly areas on the
edge of the Cumberland plain, or on lower slopes of sandstone plateans, often above ivers or creeks.

The Hawkesbury Rainforest Network has been observing and documenting species associated with these rainforests on private
properties at the foothills of Kurrajong , Grose Vale, and in some places along Lower Portland and Ebenezer. A Council Reserve on Redbank
Creek at North Richmond also has pockets of rainforest conforming to WSDR description.

Native Vegetation Maps of the Cumberland Plain of Western Sydney produced by N P and W S this ye1r set out to rectify limits of
previous maps by further defining vegetation communities, and using fine scale aerial photographic interpretation . This will help resolve
ongoing issues relating to the classification and description of communities on the Cumberland plain.. The aims of the mapping project were to
- map all remnant vegetation greater than 0.5ha in size (within the Cumberland Plain ), provide large scale (1:25 000) published maps of all
vegetation mapped by the project; provide greater certainty and rigour to the environmental impact assessment process through consistent,
region-wide mapping; and provide sufficient information to guide the identification of core and camplimentary conservation areas.

At present, interim maps have been produced in which WSDR is shown only as unclassified, non-eucalypt veg communities for
Hawkesbury LGA. Much of the area where it is expected to oceur is so far not classified due to the limitations of aerial photo interpretation and
modelling the communities with available data.

There is therefore a need for more field verification especially of rare or significant vegetation. Comments have been sought by
NP&WS as part of the mapping process, which is expected to undergo fortherrefining as part of the recovery plan for Cumberland Plain
Endangered Ecological Communities. Couneils will be expected to apply consistent, scientific criteria to identify or verify communities that
may be impacted upon by development proposals. To assist with this process, each Conncil has maps and information digitised on CD which
gives more detail about the vegetation foreach mapped area, which then could be applied to individual properties, and landuses. Satellite
updating and rnaintenance of Council records will hopefully give a fuller picture of existing bushland, and assist property owners in
maintaining it appropriately.

escription. A composite species list compiled from Floyd(1990), Mills and Jakeman (1995), and UBBS
(1997), which contains species characteristic of subtropical and dry rainforest is provided below. (underlined names are tree and shrub species
recorded for our area; with the possibility of omissions) )

Main canopy species may include : Ficus spp. ( Ficus rubiginosa, I superba var henneana, F oblique, F macrophylla, I¥ coronata, F superba),
Dendrocidne excelsa, Toona ciliata, Alectryon subcinereus, Doryphora sassafras, Streblus brunonianus, Brachychiton discolor. Other
common larger tree species are Podocarpus excelsus, Drypetes australasica, Melia azedarach, Toona ciliata, Alphitonia excelsa, Alectryon
subcinereus, Mallotus phillipensis. Associated canopy and subcanopy species may include: Planchonella australis, Baloghia inophylla,
Brachychiton acerifolius, Citronella moorei, Penmantia cunninghamii, Elacocarpus kirtonii, Acronychia oblongifolia, Diospyros australis,
Cassine australis, Geijera latifolia, Croton verrauxit, Melicope microcacca, Acacia implexa, Melaleuca styphelioides, Aemena smithii,
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Doryphora sassafras, Backhousia myrtifolia, Pittosporum undulatum, Stenocarpus salignus, Rapanea howittiana, Cryptocarya glaucescens,
Symplocos thwaitesii, Angophora floribunda and Tristania layrina (along creek lines)

Associated understorey species may include : small trees and shrubs : Claoxylon australe, Noteaea longifolia, N. venosa, Rapanea variabilis,
Citriobatus pauciflorus, Hibiscus heterophyllus, Podocarpus elatus, Clerodendrum tomentosum, Hymenanthera dentate, Breynia oblongifolia,
Maclura cochinchinensis, Omalanthus nutans, Ehretia acuminata, Cryptocarya microneura, Celastrus australis, Rhodamnia rubescens,
Pittosporum revolutum, Mallotus phillipensis, Croton verrauxii, Commersonis fraseri, Maytenus silvestrus, Solanum prinophyllum, Trema
aspera, Glochidion ferdinandi, Eupomatia laurina.

Ferns: Adiantum spp., Christella dentata, Hypolepis muelleri, Lastreopsis microsora, Pellaea falcata var falcata, Pellaea falcata var nana.
Epiphytes: Dendrobium speciosum, Pyrrosia rupestris, Asplenium flabellifolium, A. australasicum, Platycerium b furcatum, Davallia pyxidata,
Arthropteris tenella, Microsorium scandens, Sarcochilus olicaceus

Vines: Aphanopetalum resinosum, Tylophora barbata, Sarcopetalum harveyanum, Ripogonum album, Cissus antaretica, C. hypoglauca,
Legnaphora moorei,Rubus nebulosus,Piper novae-hollandiae, Marsdenia rostrata, Smilax australis, Eustrephus latifolius, Morinda
jasminoisdes, Parsonsia straminea, Pandorea pandorana, Arthropteris tenella, Malaisia scandens.

Herbs and grasses; Aneilema biflorum, Geranium homeanun, Peromia leptostachya, Galium propinquum, Doodia aspera, Siegesbeckia
orientalis, Basket grasses (Opliesmenus spp.), Dwarf Pamc (Panicum pygmaeum), the sedges Cyperus tetraphyllus, Carex brunnea, and the
Pastel Flower (Pseuderanthemum variable) and Seftler’s Flax (Gymmostachys anceps)

(This list is by no means complete nor necessarily definitive. The interpretative guidelines for the maps by NPWS provide a list of
diagnostic species by stratum, with group score and fidelity class for each species. In trees, Melaleuca stypheliodes tanks as the highest
indicator, with Acacia implexa, Alectryon subcinereus, Streblus brunonianus, and Diospyros australis as the next frequent.)

Our thanks to Robin Woods for permission to use this (lightly edited) article from the Hawkesbury Rainforest Network N/L No 6 Oct 2000.

COMBOYNE PLATEAU'S RF PLANT LIST IS NOW AVAILABLE

A local Landcarer, Ann Heinrich went to the trouble of summarising RF species listed in various texts as growing naturally on the
Comboyne. About 150 species are listed together with common name, habit and a brief comment on hardiness. A useful guide for those
involved in regeneration in mid North coast areas - copy available on request.

YET ANOTHER 'LIVING FOSSIL TREE' FOUND - IN NORTHERN NSW's NIGHTCAP RANGE

District botanist/ RF enthusiast Robert Kooyman realised that he had made such exciting discovery while surveying an inaccessible
site in the Nightcap forests to the east of Border Ranges. In an interview with Robyn Williams on ABC radio 21.12.00 he revealed that 25
individual plants with a stem diameter of a minimum 10cm had been located in just one small catchment. The largest tree recorded at the site
is 40m high with a 75cm dia. girth - almost a forest giant. Both Colin Andersen and Lucy Scope sent further details of interest.

It is of the family Proteaceae but has not yet been named, other than called Nightcap Oak'. It is thought to be related to a species
described in 1995 endemic to Mt Bartle Frere (Far N.Q.) that was put into a new genus Eidothea. Its 'seed' is a nut about the size of a
Macadaniia, it has the same distinctive structure as the fossilised cricket-ball sized nut estimated to be 15 - 20 million years old as described by
Von Mueller back in 1875. The first hint that Nightcap sheltered these ancient survivors was a few unidentifiable leaves collected by Jeff
Tracey 30 years ago. Robert found more leaves back in 1988 but it was not until Aug. 2000 that the group of trees was actually located and
positive identification made. Fe mentioned the stand had just finished flowering; blooms were beautiful, primitive and messy with an aniseed-
like fragrance. For obvious reasons the location will be kept secret and emergency protection under threatened species legislation has been
sought. Cutting material was collected and plants are now being cultivated at the RBGs Mount Annan annexe.

SOME RARELY CULTIVATED PLANTS OF INTEREST

A new bushfood source? Stinging Trees (Dendrocnide spp.) are considered to have edible fruits - if you are game. The Cribbs
include them in their classic 'Wild Food in Australia' published 25 years ago and claim to have enjoyed the Shiny-leaved Stinging tree D.
photinophylla's crisp acid fruit, but give warnings on Giant Stinging tree D. excelsa. They also suggest that D. moroides, the Gympie Stinger's
reputation is so bad that it should be avoided. There are a few small D. photinophylla on ‘Booyong' but D. excelsa are more common and
generally of larger size. Juvenile plants have huge leaves but as with many RF species; the size decreases as the tree ages. Members familiar
with the Giant Stinger often observe that its leaves appear ragged and full of holes. That's because they are top quality bush tucker to the small
6 - 7 mm sized buff and bright green beetle Hoplostines viridipennis, which both feed and mate on the foliage. A classic case of living
dangerously? Those little risk-takers also enjoy stinging nettle plants, Urtica spp also of the same family -Urticaceae. Well named eh? They
turt when you touch 'em.

A personally exciting find on our own place of obvious importance to the rare and endangered list, was Van Klaphake's
identification of Semna (syn. Cassia) acclinis which stands out during its flowering period late spring early/ summer. There are just 5 plants in
that colony, perhaps other specimens exist within our forest but the known group is quite close to a track we sometimes use. The old story of
course - observing an unusual or attractive specimen, pointing it out for others to admire and then forgetting about it. Luckily Van was doing a
summer plant survey here and we mentioned that it was then in flower. We were delighted when he told us it was an endangered species. S.
acelinis used to grow from Bulladelah NSW to S.E. Qld but according to 'Australian Plants' March 2000 "it was lost to science for 100 years, its
survival is threatened due to rainforest clearance. It should be cultivated, to ensure it survives". A description of S. acclinis is on page 247 of
that journal. )

Tn view of those comments I did collect a small amount of seed to propagate here to extend its number; to distribute to keen growers
who will pass on seedlings and small plants to others for further multiplication; and to land owners actively involved in RF restoration. Seed
seems extraordinarily viable - of 2 initial trials, each of 6 seeds either soaked or nicked prior to sowing; 11 quickly germinated with the initial 6
seedlings growing well. Members genuinely interested in ensuring this straggly shrub survives in suitable sites should contact me for the
miserly few seeds I will entrust to your care.

RELEVANT TOPICS FROM OTHER PUBLICATIONS WE RECEIVE

Colong Foundation Bulletin 184 Jan 2601 on concerns about 4wd access to NSW National Parks. They claim that the
Memorandum Of Understanding with a four wheel drive enthusiast association agreeing to allow them use vehicles in NPs will be detrimental
to such places and has set a precedent whereby other self-interest groups i.e. horse riders and hunters will also claim their rights. Colong
believes that such access will lead to littering or rubbish dumping, pollution of streams, arson and stealing of flora and fauna. They are also
concerned that NP&WS could be liable for ‘negligence damages' as a result of joy-riding accidents on poorly maintained tracks.
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Sydney's REG Gurdens 'Seusuns' Summer Issue ineloded an item on one of onr most highly regarded botanists Gwen Harden.
"After 19 years at the gardens she is 'returning to the bush'. Not just any bush, but the RF she revealed in her early publications.
Charocteristically, they were field gnides and identification keys, ways to help people understand and appreciate plants in their environment".
Though in retirement Gwen is working on a revision of her 4 volume "Tiorz of NSW'. More importantly to us BF enthusiasts she plans to also
revise an earlier publication Trees and Shuzis in RIs of NSW & Sonthern QId. This was, in my view, a wonderful introduction, guide and
identification of RF species that so many of us ofien come across. And in my sitnation all those years ago of being so confused and frustrated at
trying to identify interesting plants, it was, almost on its own, the key to unlocking so many mysteries and opened the path to whatever
knowledge and expertise of RF that I may now possess. So, I reckon that a new Guide will be a banzer reference: to all east coast dwellers
interested in RF and their composition.

'‘Quandong' 4th gtr 2000 Vol 26 No 4 had three items on the so-called 'dinosanr’ trees, the Wollemi Pine Wollemia nobilis. There
was a book review which originally appeared in a national newspsper. (Don Yates has offered to review Woodford's book for RFSG so I won't
quote this one). ........ It was reported last August that a third population had been found. This group are in a different sub-catchment and
scientists hoped that it may exhibit different genetic variability from the earlier finds. (DNA testing has shown every tree in the original
locations to be genetically identical).

Qld's D.P.I, has built a Wollemi Pine propagation complex which expects to propagate (fram cuttings) two million plants each year. It is
expected to return more than $21 million a year in income with at least 50 jobs during the development phase and almost that many at peak
production, The facility will operate as a joint venture between Qld. Forestry and Birkdale Nursery.

Which bears out Don's point in this N/L, that so many natural arcas that escape man's clutches are warth a motza to the economy in
their own right. If we had been able to mine, log or run a few head of stock in the Wollemi we would have made a pittance for a few years -
less any economic and human hardship costs from farm subsidies, fire, flood ete. - yet by sheer good luck we did not get into it and from just
one plant species we'll make heaps every year, as well as giving employment to a lot of people. And - we don't know what else of such value
we may find at that wilderness. ,

The associated "Wanatcs Yearboak' (No24 2602) inclnded a stimmlating 6 page cantribution from Lenore Lindsay, leader of our
sister study group 'Oz Food Plants', with a view of 'Where Next For Bush Foods?  She covered the history of an increasing interest in our
edible plants, people involved in encouraging an awareness of their value and importance, described individual species - from fruits and nuts to
sceds and foliage - and presented reasons for a wider use of such plants to help increase biological diversity. Lenore based her essay on
material presented at the SGAP Brisbane 1999 conference and an her Group's Oct '09 N/L.

An example of our shocking and reckless use, even mining, of limited water resources was given in 'Quandong' 1st Qtr 2001 vol 27
No 1 which quoted an article in Perth's paper the 'West Australian' describing grape growing in the arid desert landscape 950 km N.E. of Perth,
near Wiluma and Meekathara. Five ha are producing fruit and another 5 ha of cuttings have gone in. "T'wo bores work 24 hours a day, seven
days a week to water the vines". Fruit is trucked all that way - 600 miles - to the Perth markets. Amazing, all that water, and what a distance
from the consumer. We are a wasteful society for sure. So far it has cost $1.1 millian to establish that vineyard - just to squander irreplaceable
fossil fuel and fossil water on produce that should certainly be grown locally .

THE LATEST THREAT TO S.E. QLD AND N.E. NSW FORESTS IS THE ALIEN FIRE ANT

Tt seems that this BIG PROBLEM arrived in Brisbane several years ago in a container of much needed something or other (grapes or
garlic perhaps?), has since bred up well, got into a plant mursery and from there managed widespread distribution. There are at least 25 sites in
S.E Qld where this ant has been found so far, and as state borders provide no protection it will surely be found in NSW in due course.

Fire Ants (a South American insect) were initially discovered in USA in 1919; there are now 300 million acres affected by this
species - an absolute disaster to wildlife and not really great for humans or their domeslic protein sources. ;

There have been calls for compensation to those responsible for the spread of the ants in the plants, for loss of business etc. A wacky
alternative is that those responsible for spreading this BIG ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER instead pay compensation to those people to whom
they passed on the problem, and also to be liable for costs of protection and eradication in natural areas. After all - what is nursery hygiene
supposed to mean? - - .

GUAVA RUST COULD BE ANOTHER PROBLEM AFFECTING MYRTACEAE SPECILS -

Col Andersen follows affairs in overseas RF and suggested we should be aware of a pathogen first noticed in Brazil in the late '60's
when whole plantations of young Eucalypts began dropping their leaves and dying. These were a vigarous Brazilian bred cross between E.
grandis and the subtropical E. urophylla. Subsequently the Tas. Bluegnm E. globulus in South American plantations were affected. I'd hate to
point out that playing around with species manipulation, let alone genefic ‘engineering' is kmown to be fraught with peril, and find it astonishing
that such experiments are accepted by society with little question. : : .

A CSIRO plant pathologist Ken Old, is extremely concerned that-when the fungus arrives in Oz its greatest effect will be on the moist
coastal forests of NSW and Qld. while the drier heath and woodland myrtles will likely be immune. A beneficial side effect of the rust recently
happened in Florida - it is causing considerable damage to the (there) exotic big problem Melalenca quinguinervs which has been an
environmental disaster from the day it was foolishly introduced.

Mr. Old believes that the fimgns will be introduced here by an unsuspecting tourist bringing in exotic fruit i.e. Syzigium jambos,
perhaps on clothing or even in smuggled plant cuttings. (A poplarrust that devastated our-white poplar plantations in the 70's came in on
smuggled cuttings and it wonld take just one opportunistic exotic fruit grower smuggling a few cuttings or seedlings to start an epidemic). €ol
sent a two page report from an issue of The Bulletin' commenting on the problem and alerting us to such a major threat to our RF.

ON A MORE POSITIVE NOTE - COLIN TELLS OF RENEWAL QF THE 'BIG SCRUB' FORESTS

* A write up in the 'Australian' 0£.14.1.01 described how a 70 year ex merchant banker and the Big Scrub R Landcare group have
helped bring almost half of the 50 isolated remnants, ranging from tiny patches to as much as 20 ha to a stable condition, where the only
maintenance needed is to keep new weeds under control. They have spent $1.25 million on stabilising those remnants, $500,000 from the
Telstra sell-off - sorry, NHT grants.

The instigator of this commendable project, Anthonry Parkes retired to a property adjacent to our namesake Booyong' N.R. a 13 ha
remnant of our ance largest subtropical RF. He then bought another 40 ha and in 2 years had planted 9,000 trees. To date he has personally
planted 18,000 with another 12,000 to go in. An early project resulted in todays 15m high RF on a site which just 7 years ago was a totally
degraded, weed infested paddock.

He believes that "conservative politicians no longer view environmental restoration as the work of a bunch of lunatic greenies." And
not before time?
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THE BATTLE FOR THL BORDER RANGES - A HISTCRY OF THIS MAGNIFICENT NATIONAL PARK

Preface: Of the original 1,800,000 acres of RF estimated in NSW at the time of settlement, all that was left by 1970 was a mere
200,000 acres, much of which was under threat Fom the Farestry Cemmission who were not averse to logging previous declared flora reserves
which should have been as safe as National Parks becanse of parliamentary decree. But as uranium mining in Kakadu NP in modern times
shows - our National Parks are as secure as the whims of government in office.

. On 26th October 1982, at 5 pm the NSW Premier Neville Wran made the historic announcement that most of the state's remaining
RFs would be preserved. 93% of the seven major areas requested by conservaticnists - including the Nightcap Range and 31,228 ha of the
Border Ranges - were to be added to the National Parks estate. 1 his address to the following Labor Party state conference Wran declared "I
know it was not everyone who thought it was a great thing to save the rainforests, but I make this prediction here today: when we are all dead
and buried and our children's children are reflecting on what was the best thing a Labor government in NSW did in the 20th century they will
come up with the answer that we saved the rainforests. In November 1986 the World Heritage Commission formed under the UNESCO
convention met in Paris and officially accepted those NSWRF N.Ps anto the World Heritage List. They will now be kept safe in perpetuity,
along with other natural areas like Yellowstone and Grand Canyon in America, Sagamartha NP (which includes Mt. Everest) the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park in Oz, as well as such cultural sites as the Great Pyramids of Egypt.

Of course all conservationists are thankful for this, but it would not be imgracions to say it was not Mr. Wran who saved the RFs, nor
was it any other government in Ausiralia who saved any other RY, wilderness area or other Parks that are now attragting tourists from all over
the world. It is to past and present governments shame that every single NP or place of special significance, or beauty, was destined to be
destroyed for short-lived monetary gain withont any regard to the long term consequences to our natural heritage, or the feelings of the people
who cared for the future of this country. it was ot Mr Wrn or any other leader who saved some of our great assets - it was the ordinary
citizens backed by sound scientific opinian who saved onr naticn from the worst medern day environmental disaster the world would ever see,
by a continucus unrelenting pressure on these governments who were entrusted with leolding after our welfare. The Wran government was
forced into saving what was left of our RFs in NSW by the courage of a few initially, and then by the relentless snowball of public opinion.
The campaign to save these forests: This started as earlyas 1878; was brought up again in 1948 and really got 10ing from 1969 until victory
was achieved in 1982, representing the longest ruzning conservaticn battle in Australian history. Mr Russ Maslen, a member of the Byron
Tlora and Fauna Conservation Society was determined to save the Boarder Ranges and canvinced the Society to p-ay a major part in creating an
initial, small, Border Range N.P in the 1970's. Referring 1o Forestry's proposal to log Grady's Creek Flora Reserve of about 1500 ha. that
included 2000 year old Antarctic Beech and other species of particular significance he stated - "Never, to my knowledge, has a case been so
watertight, and yet we have a logged I'lora Refige to look forward to, all in the name of misguided political expediency. If only we had a
statesman in government and not an assembly of politicians. If only good people in positions of trust - the decision makers would look to
tomorrow instead of thinking of the dollar note lining of their own pockets". Sadly things haven't changed much sir:ce that time though perhaps
they are'now onto other things.

Concern for the Border RF was reinforced by the earlicr loss of the Big Scrub', the largest lowland STRF in Oz extending from
Lismore, throughout the Richmond regicn and down to the ocean at Ballina. (The early settlers called dense vegetation 'scrub’ until it was
developed, so RF with its larger trees was called ‘Big Scrub'). In the late 19th century, at the height of RF clearing there was opposition from
the then preservationists to the land developers, bt in those days of olde world argument, protest was by polite letters to the newspaper, or to
the government department involved, maybe a meeting at the local public hall. With such low-key local opposition to forest degradation,
industry and government decided the time was right to mave (o the only reasonably accessible large remaining area of RF - the high country of
the wonderfully grand McPherson Ranges. It is not often Qld can claim to lead the way in forest preservation, but the Lamington Plateau on the
northern side of the Range was declared a N.P. in 1915 after a 20 year campaign (what foresight when conservation was almost a new word in
those days). 5

The campaign to save the Border Ranges on the NSW side started in 1948 with well substantiated natior9l park proposals and was
pushed again in 1969 to link the area with Lamington - whilst the loggers pushed further and further into the mountains. Perhaps some of the
uniqueness of the area was captured in these comments ..."The extraordinary natural beanty of the McPherson Range, with its glorious
mountain scenery, its unique rainforests, the.enchanting scenery of numerous creeks and waterfalls, wild but beautiful gorges, delightful
lookouts over the surrounding country, its wealth of natural scrub scarcely touched by timber-getters and sawmillers, the extraordinary varieties
and distribution of brushwood timbers - red cedar, white beech, hoop pine, sassafras,, carabeens (red and white), crabapple, corkwoods etc, also
huge figs and stinging trees - all this at an altitude of from 1800 1o 3000 feet above sea level, with an invigorating climate, and this is not in
isolated places; all this wonderful and inferesting scenery is contimuous right the full length of the Range." This vonderful picture was painted
not by someone well known in the conservation or environmental movement, but by John Lever whose father anc. brothers had logged the
Border Ranges since early in the century, and had established the large Munro-Levers sawmill in Grevillea. Realicing that the end of the
resource was in sight and acknowledging that much of the RF had been destroyed, Lever gave his support to the preservation of the remnants
and successfully diverted logging from the 1000 ha Hoop Pine dominated forest of Levers Platean, named after his father. One could be less
than gracious and say too bad he didn't think of this before all the damage was done, but I for one thank him for coming out - so to speak and
making this statement - which was a welcome change from all the other loggers, including the Forestry Commission, that I have met.

Despite this, by 1972 the Forestry Commission was building a road from the south to the top of the ranges and the stage was set for
large scale exploitation of the remaining forests The fight to save them to a large extent was initially carried out by Russ Maslen of
Mullumbimby who was an honorary ranger in the area, and who formed the Border Ranges Preservation Society in Jan 1973; this was later
joined by the Sydney based Colong Committee who together raised public awareness of rainforests over many years with some excellent
publications.

There were too many people involved in the campaign to thank personally but some of the special efforts should be highlighted to
give an idea of how the campaign was organised. John Gold, despite never having been in a RF previously, played a vital part in presenting
magnificent photographs to the press, public and politicians, as well as the National Parks Journal and the ACFs Habitat". Another special
highlight was the articles written by the Sydney Morning Herald's environmental reporter Joseph Glascott who won a number of awards over a
7 year period for excellence of reporting. In the meantime let's not forget in 1979 at Terania Creek for the first time in Australias 200year
history of environmental exploitation and destruction, a large group of pecple including RFSG members Hugh and Nan Nicholson took part n
the very first positive defence against this destruction by physically standing between the bulldozers and the trees -zihich led to many similar
protests Australia wide in the late 70's and early 80's. Temmia, 30km from Lismore is at the head of a valley adjoining the Nightcap Range and
is called the Terania Creek Basin - a deep valley of cliffs, mists and waterfalls. The fight to save Terania started in1974 when the Nicholsons
first moved to the area and, aided by the alternative lifesiyle people from nearby Nimbin plus many others, conducted a campaign lasting till
Oct 1979 when logging was stopped and a public enquiry started, lasting 2 years.
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The pubdlic awareness of RF increased after the well publicised Terania confrontation and boosted support for other threatened
remnants, from the tropical ferests in NLQ. i temperate RY in Tasmanin. In NEW attention focused cn the Washpeol with its largest remaining
virgin stands of Coachwood deminated WTLT i [he statz, the Forbes Valley in the Hastings region with its Anfarctic Becch and Coachwoed,
and the unlogged STRY remnants cf the Black Sarub ncar Reflingen as well as the Nighteap Range. The Nightcap N.P. preposal had previously
veen twown out by the Teranda enquiry, St 4z Natianal Parks Asseciation and local new setiiers continued to press for a 4,300 ha park on the
western end of the range, including the Terania Basin. (The area being steep and deeply guilied with difficult access had protected some
sections from logging in the past). The Migthtcap issue finally became the catalyst for all the campaigns going on in NISW to save the RT's,
including the Border Ranges, with a landmark case which challenged a law introduced by the NSW government itself....... the Environmental
Planning & Assessment Act introduced in 1980 required environmental impact stndy to be made for any development where the activity was
likely to significantly affect the environment. No such study had been contemplated by Forestry which was about to start logging the
Goolmangar State Forest cn the south side of the Nighteap Range at Mt. Mardi. Cn Friday 1.10.32 environmental advocate Murray Wilcox QC,
representing one of those protesting against damage being cansed by the Forestry Commission applied to the Land & Environment Court for an
injunction to stop logging at that forest. The sawmillers objected and required Mr Wilcox to put up a bond of $10,000 of his own money
should the application be rejected. A temporary mjunction was extended by Justice Cripps after legal argument ard a 5 day hearing followed to
consider whether an E.LS. was required and resulted in the agw famons decision on 22.10.82 that an E.IS. was necessary before a forest could
be logged. Faced with enarmous legal batiles to continne RF logging, the NSW cabinet, after an all day meeting on 26.10.32 (just 4 days after
the court judgement) discussing submissions pertaining to seven controversial RF areas came to the conclusion that adding them all to the
National Park system seemed a good idea after ail - after a mere 80 years or so DErsuasion.

Readers must forgive me for Going an article on the beautifl Borcer Ranges without once menticning some of the outstanding plants,
but this would *ake another article just as lang; and you should go and see them for yoursell. Two plants in my gerden, found nowhere else,
remind me of how fortunate we are to have this area added to our Naticnal Estate - Lepideren:a pulchella with it spectacular pale - almost
white - new growth and Cupaniopsis newmamii with a quite opposite, deap red new foliage. And whilst we can now enjoy the Border Ranges
N.Ps. and what they have to offer, gratitude shonld be expressed to the many who made it possible and whilst a [e2/ names have been
mentioacd - if cae was asked who played Lie greatest rale? The answer woila te hard (o say, because like the trees in a T, every single one
of them is important and they ail depend oa ecch odher. I think of come of tie lesser-inown lights like the farmer Jim Gasteen and his son wio
wrote many letters to the Forestry Commissicn and to NP&WS to no avail, and another farmer called Richards wito contacted Russ Maslen to
report that Forestry were cutting down 2000 year old trees in the path of a new road - this single wanton act of destruction started what turned
out to be a very long campaign. Perhaps one could say that the planting of the first seed is the beginning of any RF. It's always been my
privilege to waork with anybody who is concerned with our heritage, and fortunately our country has been endowed with some wonderful people
with this concern.

Yet another wenderful item from Don Yates on an aspect of our recent envircnmental history, and an appreciation to those who fought hard to
save a piece of nature for the species they sustain and futnre human fascimation. There's a lot of research on these articles and I know that they
are appreciated by RFSG members and other readers too. Thanks Don.

ALL CUR NTW GOVIRNWMENTS SaVE PROMISED SETTER ENVIROITMENTAL PROTECTICON

The ALP won the recent WA election comfortably by gaining a higher vote than most pumdits expected.. As well, 2 Tiberal for the
Forests' won a lower house seat, as did several worthy independents. The Greens were sirongly supported and gained 3 seats in the upper
house. Labor's success was basically on the strength of its environmental guarantees though other concerns further increased their majority.
Don commented that the saving of WA's old growth forests is a canse for some rejoicing and is a further example Gat people power does work.

Earlier of course, in Victoria the ALP deposed an mpopnlar Kennett government, again by undertalding to redress many of the
environmentally destructive policies being carried ont - particularly to restore an adequate flow to the Snowy River.

Most recently the minority Beattie ATP government was refirned in a massive landslide, despite its poor environmental record.
Promises...... promises. But it had no competition; the opponents undertook to pressure landholders to increase their clearing of native
vegetation, were going to build another 16 dams (Qld hasn't got that many rivers!). There were other stretch-the-imagination pledges. Oddly
enough the coalition lost more than half of its seats so it is gratifying to realise that voters sometimes seriously think about the important issues.
In fact, independents hold more seats then the Liberal Party.

Will Premier Beattie finally do something about the excessive, destructive and uneconomic land clearing that he has countenanced for the last 3
years? The legislation is in place - just needs the will to enforce it. The previous well regarded Environment Minister Red Welford has been
moved to Attorney General and replaced with Dean Wells. Lets hope Mr. Wells has environmental credentials and commitment too!

TWO MIMBERS HAVE COMMENTED CON MASSIVI DISTRUCTION CF TROPICAL FORLET:S

Don Yates - "How would you like to hear how they destroyed 5 million acres of RF in Central America t
hamburgers in the USA. By 5S¢ each! Makes Joh look like a saint."

- Bob Buck made the brief comment "I see that the present Brazilian government is going to decimate the greatest rainforest on the
planet in the next decade. Economic rationalists infest our global demecracy. Curions how their communicational doctors spin the economic
addictives for our humble conservatism? All for a fee of course. But it appears that when things get tough we've got to get tougher on the
environment. Citizen Bob is told to toe the line and accept what the spinners tell him. Like hell!"

The so-called 'development plan’ for the Amazon RF does intend to preserve around 20% of the area, but it is proposed to destroy the
bulk of the forests. Something about a burgeoning population, the need for imber, minerals, dams and electricity supplies, focd production,
whatever else we can think of for the needs and greeds of the global society. So 80% af the region has to go.

Yeah, I'm pretty annoyed about that - no doubt you are too. Think though ... we dinky-dis' are the 6th highest land clearers on the
planet and whilst we claim to be one of the smartest, best educated, honestly governed and wealthiest nations in Christendom, we really do
have to clear as much vegetation, dam as many rivers, drive as any species to extinction as is possible - to expand 'growth, improve our well
being and increase the G.D.P. '

I put it to you - are you going to vote for Tlonest' John ar 'Affable' Kim before, or after you complain to El Gringo in South America?

[ €]

@]

reduce the price of

All YOU WANTID TO XNCW 43CDT CLIMATE CEANGE NOW IN SUMMARY TCRIM

A four page brief - 'Climate Change and Agriculture in. NSW - The Challenge for Rural Communities' - is relevant to the rest of Gz
and £o dount to inost other places on this pianet. It is a combined assessment by the Nature Canservation Council, Greenpeace and Climare
Action Nevwverk Ausizalia. The pamphlet ‘s directed specifically to farmers, in pointing out the effect on agricultural production over the niext
50 years by a temperature increase of one liaif to perhaps almest 3 degrees C. However east coast RF will be paticularly affected (such an
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example was seen in the March 'event' by extreme flooding from Tares to SE Qld. - widespread fish exterminaticns; road and rail disruption;
seople evicuation or isolation ; landslides, gully and streambanlt erosion; loss of crops and livestock, huge insurence payouts). Overall the
clintate will change subtly or so imperceptibiy, enabling the various national leaders to claim that evidence of & forthcoming disaster is not
conclusive and that too great a cost to 'the economy’ prevents any decisive measures to be put into place. US president Bush virtually agreed
witl: that scenario mid March when he revoked n election pledge to reduce fossil fuel use and decrease CQ2 emissions by saying "it would be
too great a cost to our economy" which shows that it is not only Oz politicians who are prepared to make any promise and deliberately lie in
their teeth to get elected.

THERE ARE WAY- OUT PROPOSALS TO FURTHIR DEBRASE TRASER ISLAND

Don Yates mentioned that his local state member (elested for One Nation) wanted to start up logging the Island once again, and if
that wasn't enough he proposed to pipe the fresh water over to the mainland. My initial reaction was - you're having me on Donnie? ButI
subsequently came across the full detail, published in 'National Interest Newspaper' issne 27 (undated), page 5. Its introduction - Tmagine if we
could feed the headwaters Murray/Darling system from three crecks of perfect, fresh drinkable water. If each creek was 10m wide and 1m
deep, flowing at Skm an hour then each creek would deliver 2,000 mega-lifres per day (730,000 meg per year) into the river system. The three
creeks would inject 6,000megs a day into the system. That much water wonld solve the salination and algae problem, and water 400kms of
Qld, the full length of NSW, much of Victoria and quite a bit of SA.

It claims that water is running to waste into the sea, goes on to describe how to pipe, pump, dam and get that water over the Great
Divide. It would be financed by 'creating money' and pay it back from taxes over 10 years. "The benefits would b. achieved almost
immediately and {low on forever."

He didn't say if the logging would happen before the scheme commenced or after it got going.

That bloke is talking about an nnimaginable volume of water of over 1,300 million gallons every day. How big is Fraser Island and
where does all that water come from? The Magic Pudding of course - Don says it rarely rains in that arca, of late anyway. And, do we really
need perfectly fresh drinkable water for irrigation?

Actually, T have a vague idea that the 'Grezat Sandy Region' is & Warld Heritage Area; if that is the case developments detrimental to
such places are prevented. Talso recollect that it has been provenaa thousand times over that trying to improve a particular environmental
disaster by destroying another ecosystem usually doesn't work.

IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO BELIEVE - QLD HAS MORE TREES THAN EVER BIFORE 277

The ABC interviewed on Jan 25th, a Howard Hobbs whomade a somewhat outrageous statement, ar miost perceptive comment
(depending on your outlook). "There are mare frees over all of Queensland today than at white settlement." He claimed that this was due to
the thickening process and "that you could keep clearing for lundreds of years and you would still have more trees than you started with,"

~ Now, I am ashamed to admit that T had been previously brainwashed by all those lying lefties who dish up so many fictitious

documentaries on TV, the various media news (TV, wirgless, press, magazine efc), scientific research and government reports telling us all the
complete opposite. And our eyes must have been deceiving us during our several trips around Qld, when all that irrefutable evidence of
vegetation clearing - little coastal Wallum, littoral and hinterland RF surviving , the seemingly endless windrows of bulldozed woodland,
particularly in the Alpha and Jericho Shires but throughont the inland, just pockets of Brigalow remaining, Emerald region decimated etc. - was
a mere mirage. But then I wasn't around to connt the trees in 1788 so I can prove nothing.  Unlike some who have previously been discredited

Would that be the same Hon. Hobbs who was forced to Tesign as minister of Natural Resources early in 1998 due to 'certain
indiscretions', even though his leader claimed "he served the people of Qld with great distinction"? Was he re-elected in February?
Personally I consider his statement to be either beyond comprehension or straight out misleading. A stupid comment or a straight out #ib. or
perhaps Norman Lindsay's The Magic Pudding' gets a second run.

THE LEGAL SYSTEM APPEARS BIASED AGAINST NON-CRIMINAL ENVIRONMENTALISTS ‘

The news on 6th Feb included details of a prison sentence given to a 24 year old woman who, involved in one of the forest disputes in
Tasmania in 1998 was found gnilty of the heinous crime of being chained to a bulldozer during an anti-logging protest. Though she did not
damage any property; steal any goods; kill, injure or threaten any person, she was given a two month gaol sentence. Compare that to Liberal
Senator Bob Woods who stole taxpayers money while up to hanky panky with his secretary, and National Michael Cobb who just stole money
from the Commonwealth, bothwhiletheymmakinganduphnldingvm'inusmﬁmn[ laws. Each received a small fine and a suspended
sentence, both continue to receive generous superannuation payments from you and me. Bond spent just a couple of years behind bars for
stealing a billion dollars, but then he was a nice bloke, good Christian, great sportsman, almost establishment muterial. Other white collar
thieves receive just a few days community service.

Further recent examples of binsed or unjust decisions include the influential media person Jones who avoided being convicted of
racial vilification on a ‘technicality’, that QId judge determining that Flying Foxes be exterminated because they were an economic cost to a
lychee grower; a NT chief justice involved in secret deals and mysterious cantracts. You would well remember that distinguished Qld judge
who was gaoled after the Fitzgerald report. . e .

A Sydney mayor analysed 1,576 Land & Environment Court decisions made between 1997 - 1999 and found it favoured developers
over councils by 59% to 41%. A comparison.of individnal judges and commissioners showed "a big range in favour of developers" - from
72.9% for one commissioner to 47.6 for another. (One NSW Land and Environment Court decision was described as 'a rare win for &
environmentalists'). The mayor claimed the number of appeals favourable to developers showed the conrt's systematic bias and unwillingness

to accept councils... as assessors of development and planning matters. Our Attorney General (and Minister for the Environment!) had his
office refer the document to the Solicitor General for advice on whether it constitutes contempt. .

BY POPULAR DEMAND — SOME ‘RECENT REALLY INTELLECTUAL ONE-LINERS

“Just like going back to school”" - Ross Cameron Liberal MP, on the resumption of the Australian Parliament Feb. 2001

"Though farmers are too poor today to clear land anyway, we need compensation to protect remaining vegetation on our farms."
Ballentine, a sugar growers' spokesman. March 2001

"t isn't pollution that's harming the enviromnent. It's the impurities in our air and water that are doing it". George W. Bush.

And the all time classic - "I will always do what is best for the Liberal Party". John 'don't blame me' Howard on ABC Radio and

Channel 7 news 8.3.01. A heartfelt utterance by Honest John ‘
But excuse me, I thought that any half decent Prime Minjster would always do what is best for the nation he supposedly leads. Iam repeatedly
assured that a half decent PM would do just that. When do we get one?
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GARRY DALY REPOETS THE LATEST HAPPENINGS AROUND NOWRA

One interesting observation has been on the Yellowwood Rhodosphaera rhadanthema - 1 have a male tree which has flowered for
over 10 years. A friend who lives 3 km away has a female trec which sets viable seed.. As far as we know there are no other trees of this
species in the general area. Hence bees, or some other vector has transferred pollen from my specimen to my friends.

I observed a Green Catbird take a ripe seed of a Cocos Palm. The fleshy fruit has also been recorded to be eaten by Grey-headed
Flying Fox (this fruit bat was recently placed on the TSC Act as 'threatened'. The Cocos Palm is native to South America and is feral in
northern NSW partially through seed dispersal by the flying fox but the Catbird too could be involved; as one was also observed to take fruit
from the ground which had been partially eaten by a flying fox. On both occasions the bird took the seed some distance into the understorey to
cat the flesh.

This was the best spring/ summer season I can remember over the 15 years we have been here, an ideal time to plant out more RF
species - ranging from palms and lilies, trees shrubs as well as 8 Angophora costata. 1 transplanted from unsuitable sites several advanced
specimens during a wet period, all scem to have taken including Flame Tree (3m tall), Akania lucens (2m), Cupaniopsis newmanii (2m).

January's extreme hot weather has taken its toll - all 3 Aceratum ferrugineum were badly burnt. It seems fhat high altitude species
just cannot accept temperatures of 40 degrees.

A current commission is a survey for Green and Golden Bell Frogs on the (NSW) far south coast. They were ance common but have
disappeared from many areas probably due to chyrid fungus. I was excited to come across the Small-leaved Fig Ficus obligua, outside its
recorded range . Ilocated 2 large trees behind Bunga Beach next to Heneragans Rd. - a range extension of about 20kms south of its limit (in
several texts) at Mount Dromedary, near Tilba Tilba. Although my finds were in an area of mostly cleared farmland it would be worthwhile to
see if other remnant RF species survive in that district.

Garry concluded - "You should really have e-mail for easier communication; would you ask RFSG members who has e-mail and
would prefer to get their N/Ls via the ‘net. If 50% have this facility and would prefer the N/L via this mode then it would save a large amount
of money (printing by you), retyping, collating and posting."......... Over to the membership - let me know.

CLARISSA DAVIS TELLS OF INCREASING WILDLIIE IN A REPLANTED SUBURBAN BLOCK

"We've finally started to plant out some of the RF trees we've had in storage - those that haven't gone bush,
or died of old age! The guy next door chops his jacaranda and silky aak off at 10" high so I suppose the sight of a red cedar set free could be
pretty scary. Already some frogs have taken up residence in the downpipes and a Willy Wagtail now visits regularly. Wonder what will be
next?"

She did comment on e-mail with "don't know about saving time due to the distractions to be found an line, besides in our house the
boys takes up all available computer time. I love reading the N/L and thank you forproviding the ‘other side' to issues - great - keep it up."

BOB BUCK IS IMPRESSED WITH TEE BIRDLIFE AT HIS TAREE (NSW) GARDEN

My Clerodendron floribunda flowered well in spring and produced loads of the black fruit surrounded by those red bracts, over
summer. It attracted a couple of Fig birds to the garden, though the Noisy miners did not do too well at emulating them eating the fruits. I
wonder if they will try and leam to eat the Kangaroo Apples (Solanum aviculare), the Fig birds don't gorge themselves on the Kangaroo
Apples. A Pheasant Coucal visited us this morning;,
they always look odd to me in town, but 've seen them looking quite at home in the yard on a mumber of occasions.
TREVOR JUPP ON TRIALS AND TREBULATIONS AT NEWCASTLE (NSW)

"Well, the past 12 months havenot been good here, lost a number of plants fram lack of rain and others from council spraying
weedkiller on the road verge above our property. IHowever the weeds are growing now so I expect the remaining plants should survive.

Was interested in the seed in clay halls idea and will try that on the sloping valley wall" (Ed. Let's know the results in due course
Trev). "Regarding the wire netting plant cages, I have tried a number of types and found that they need some support as our resident wombat
leans on them to reach the contents. Priscilla maintains the wombats have native title with the other animals and birds so we have to share
with them. Thanks again and congratulations an very good N/Ls."

THE NICHOLSONS SEEM TO NEVER HAVE A DULL MOMENT AT TERANIA CREEK

(Though as you will read, they are not always at home.) Hugh thought we might like to know what they are now up to since
publication of the fifth in the Australian RF Plants series adding that sales have been surprisingly good. "At present Nan and I are working on
preparing a book for NPWS on the threatened species of upper N'E NSW; there are about 110 plants on the list. NPWS require a description in
layperson terms plus photographs of each species - both habitat and detail shots. We are having a ball tracking them down, tho those where the
latest record is 30 years old have been difficult. We have done surprisingly well, with only a few eluding us so far.

* 1 am finding the challenge of photographing plants from tall ironbarks to tiny ferns, in such a way that their distingnishing features
are shown is exercising all my photographic skills. It also means we have been escaping from the RF too, as many of the plants are in the dry
sandstorie country or in coastal heaths and swamps. In fact we spent the whole of last thursday wading in swamps and fresh water lakes on the
Evans Head RAAF bombing range. What a great day! And we were greatly impressed at the condition of the range. There are only 5
personnel stationed there, and only a small partion is actnally target area, the bulk of the bombing range is more secure than the adjacent
Bundjalung N.P. Obvious damage could still be done in their ignorance but we plan to put in a report highlighting the importance of the area
and the need to leave it alone unless for some specific management purpose.

On the home front; we no longer have the nursery, we are spending quite a bit of time with the chainsaw removing native but non-
local species. These were planted as stock plants to provide seed for the nursery but now we fear their spread or contamination of the national
park * - so out they come. '

We are growing small numbers of trees for use on our regen projects as we continue to close in on the 1aZ% pockets of lantana on our
place. A new and terrible weed has appeared in our area. It is Solarum hispidum Giant Devils Fig. It grows tall and strong like a big tobacco
bush but is covered in tough sharp thorns. Plants chipped off below ground level, resprout. The birds love the fruit and are distributing it
widely. It is declared noxious in QId but is, so far, uurecognised in NSW. On that cheery note I wish you well. Had enough rain?"

Ed. Thanks Hugh. Yes we have. And.. our environment minister is too busy protecting feral harses in NSW NPs to worry about problem
weeds. He is so busy wearing his other hats of Emergency Services, Attorney General and I think Corrective Services that he probably is totally
unaware of the many insidious environmental threats building up to a future breakout.

Readers should note that Nan & Hugh neighbonr Nightcap NP where that ‘fossil Oak' was found. It is heartenin; that they are doing their bit to
ensure maintenance of the biological integrity of the local flora.
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CERISTOPOER PIDD WONDERED I¥ RF PLANTS WERE USIED IN OLYMPIC GAMES BOUQUETS

Chris is our Perth WA member who travelled to Sydney to attend Games events saying "Sydney is to be congratulated on a very
successful games and for providing a first class public transport system - my accommodation was at Penrith, 50 km away and I had no
problems. The bouquets of Oz flowers which were awarded to medal winners were excellent. It certainly put our native flora on the map, so to
speak. Ididn't see alist of which flowers were used and guess some RTF species would have been included.”

(Ed. It so happened that our son was responsible for the railway planning and timetabling for the games services and was actually commended
by management for its efficiency. Can't lose 'em all, even in the public service!

ROBIN WOODS MENTIONS A CQUPLE QOF PUBLICATIONS USEFUL TO REGENERATORS

(Rob wrote that she'd be pleased to have the item on Sydney area's remnant RF included in our N/L) and added "I do find BRAIN (a
Brisbane RF group) an excellent source of info and have used articles from them too. Ialso subscribe to Tein M=Donald's journal - Ecological
Restoration' which has excellent research articles, as I am now in Certificate IV of Bush Regen and teaching Eco ogy in Certif. IT and find the
journal very useful."

She is doing a survey of involvement in regeneration projects and asks if RFSG members would be interested in contributing to the
research. If interested, contact Robin at 20 Skyline Rd Mt Tamah 2758 for details.

BETTY RYMER HAS BEEN BUSY AT HOME - PLUS LOOKING AT SOMI SPECIES OVERSEAS Says "Long
time since writing, its not so easy keeping the garden and house going as I get older, however the RF plants are the easiest to keep looking
good. Was an eventful year - a lovely trip to see my son in Bandung, Indonesia and then to family in England; also in and out of hospital with a
bit of radiotherapy chead. Despite lack of rain here, the RT trees are growing well, as fortunately (?) T have a nursery opposite so get a lot of
their excess water in the ground and down the easement. Grevillea baileyana has wonderful growth but only one spray of flowers this year, but
Barklya syringifolia flowered well. Many RF trees and shrubs e.g. Austromyrtus, Citriobatus, ete are currently flowering (Jan), My eusm:.em
will soon be a tree-fern gully as the ferns germinate so easily - not sure if this is good as they are not the local one. Birdwise, the Brown pigeon
comes daily and must have nested close by. Wonga Pigeon and Kingfisher are still about and the little birds love the gully with the tiny pools
of water - run off from the nursery's daily watering. Always something moving with the many lizards, geckos and water dragons; noisy frogs so
the ponds are full of spawn. 1have tiny Japanese minnows in one pond but the tadpoles survive well enongh.
. In Indenesia I was fascinated by a tree they call 'Jambn' that I was shown in the hills above Bandung. There were wall to wall
nurseries on both side of the road for about 3 miles, no telling where ane began or ended Many interesting fruit trees for sale. Jambu were in
flower and fruiting - obviously Myrtaceaea - flowers 5 petals & 5 sepals with lots of stamens, frnits red and pear shaped. They were old trees
with small trunks, been root pruned and top primed then potted on. So they flowered at about 6 - 7" high and the fruit is succulent and tasty.
My thoughts were of Syzigium and I believe it could grow in North Qld. - anyone know if this may be so? There was also a lovely pink
flowered form with reddish foliage (conld it be Syzigium agueum?)......... Looking out from Colin's home I saw rice fields, Durien trees, Jack
fruit and Mangoes as well as a tree locally calied Kemiri - sprays of small flowers and then round green fruits about the size of a walnut. Nuts
come from this fruit and are called hazel mits and used in cooking. This tree looked like Candle Nut Aleurites moluccana. Could it be? Just
wonder if anyone with mare tropical cormections might helpme. The most spectacular tree, called Cimboyang, was covered in red flowers,
with long bean seeds, feathery leaves and flowers a brilliant red. My research fonnd something called Delonix r gida (flamboyant Gul Mohur)
originally from Madagascar. Any ideas from teaders?

Do enjoy your N/L immensely, lots of good reading and so much to think about. As you see, I'm not inio somputers,

JOHN ENGLISH MENTIONS DESPITE LITTLE RAIN - THE LILLIEPILLIES DID OK

"Thank you for the latest N/L full of interesting info. I'm amazed at the way your extractions from contributors letters seem to bring
out the fact that they all appear to be 'nice’ people.” (Ed. Well they are - that's why they take the trouble to tell us all that good stuff.)

"That is quite a change when you think of people far whomwe have the utmost contempt, like those who made Tenni Qld,
"Enviroriment' Minister, and put Ironbar Turkey in charge of forests. ** )

Onur lillipillies are thriving now we've had rain, some are setting seed which we send mainly to Brett O'Donovan at Murwillumbah -
he took over Terania Creek from Nan and Hugh, with some to Patrick at times. Our collection is almost complete but we still can't get the last
4 species and hope that the Radke's will have them available eventually. A son who lives in Caims keeps an eye out for us. A real RT ‘nut, he
moved there to study the RF which is so different to our local region. For some years he was a tonr gnide for ‘Tungle Tours' so was paid to do
what he liked best; he will soon be graduating as a teacher and will no doubt spread the word on the beauty and importance of RF.

A dry spring caused many trees to-shed all their leaves but they are coming good now after 5 1/2” rain last week (early Feb) , after just
4" in January There was a good set of sAa_ngges, theywere commg along well mntil the froit bats and possums tota.lly cleaned out all but the
Banana mango which set fruit close to the gromnd. They are long narrow fruits with a slight turpentine flavour."

** Not to mention appointing the longest standing, most carrupt crook in the Qld palice farce - Lewis - to Commissioner and as well, giving
such evil non-person a knighthood. As they say, you can always tell an individual's character by the type of peopl. e associates with.

John wrote again in early March that he heard there are floods in NSW but in S.E. Qld. its been a dry summer only 98mm for Jan and
191 in Feb; of which 111mm was on Feb 1st. "Despite that it's surprising howwell everything is growing."

JUDITH BRASS APPRECIATES THE MANY SUGGESTIONS ON GROUND COVERS FOR HER SITE
"Thanks to everyone who passed on their ideas of useful understorey species. Ihave dlocasia brisbanensis, Archontophoenix

cunninghamiana, Alpinea caerulea, Cordyline rubra, C. petiolaris, Dianella caerulea (very slow), Viola hederacea (only survives near ponds
and drip lines), Asplenium australasicum (veryprone to sunburn) - these are survivors from past effarts. Previously tried Adiantum spp.,
Blechnum cartilegineum, Cyathea sp, Gymnostachys anceps, and Pellaea falcata but none survived far very long. Pteris tremula looked
promising but suddenly died one hot, dry day. T'm wary about planting Sa]anlums as they seed profusely and would cause problems for lawn
loving neighbours. Tried Carex sp. seed but none germinated; only had a few so was unable to experiment with different techniques. If anyone
has seed of any Carex species available, I'd like to have another go. Dichondra repens is growing as a weed under the Passion fruit vine, so Il
try to transplant same in the RF. Pratia purpurascens is a difficult to remove weed in the vegie garden but hasn't colonised RF. Bit wary of
using Hibbertia scandens; we used to call it Dunny Plant' - the reason wonld be obvious if you sniffed the flowers!

. It has finally started to rain here at Ipswich - I seem to have spent most of the year battling to keep new plantings and vegetables
alive. None of the ferns I planted have survived.
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PIET VAN HAEFF ADDS TO THE DISCUSSION ON RECENT N/L TOPICS

Piet wrote. "On Camphorlaurels - I have recently undertaken a major eradication project on my propeity as a Landcare project. Most
of the camphors were killed by stem injection of T ordan which is very effective. Though Roundup can be used, the trees sometimes take a long
time to die and often reshoot, requiring a follow up treatment. Eradication without chemicals can of course also be achieved as previously
described in the N/L. It is very labour intensive requiring a lot of effort, but due to the massive extent of the infestation here, I chose the easy
way out; even so it took me a week to stem inject the trees. Part of the camphor infested area has been fenced off to exclude stock and will be
revegetated with a mixture of natives that are mostly locally sourced. Funding assistance has Been approved through Landeare. Fortunately
much of the camphor problem area still has healthy native vegetation so should regeneraie naturally, though needing regular monitoring to
remove any exotic weeds that may germinate.

* The need to mulch You called for snggestions, theories and experiences on this, My initial plantings of RT trees as lawn specimens
were ineffectual, the trees struggling for a couple of years, 1 soon tired of weaving the mower in between plants, put down a layer of
newspapers topped with mulch hay.... and what a difference! Those plants quickly took off with a healthy gloss of green and pink new growth.
It wasn't long before I had a self mulching natural and healthy ecosystem, as indicated by the extensive increase of bird and other animal
species. The results of mulching are immense - i SUPPresses weeds, conserves moisture and provides nutrients. Organic mulch is an essential
component of wildlife gardens - the home for insect larvae, a food source for bird and animal species. The deep litter layer in my garden is
largely attributable to the confinnance of yellow robins, fairy and scrb wrens, 4 whipbird and the accasional visit of a Bassian thrush, Mulch
is also important for small animals such as lizards, especially to hibernate during winter and as a place to deposit their eggs for safe hatching.

Groundcovers. With regard to Judith's enquiry, it is important to note that some RTs are generally devoid of groundcovers, and this
absence is often made up by epiphytic growih on hranches and stems, with just a deep layer of leaf litter on the forest floor. Some species that [
have planted beneath RF specimen frees have been very successful in my sitnation on the NSW mid north coast. They are generally tolerant of
dry conditions but are much fresher and lush after smmmer Tains. Probably the best advice anyone can offer is to observe the local natural
ecosystem and choose those species that thrive or survive there. Species that have done well here, never watered even in the most severs
drought even though they prefer moist conditions include - Austramyrtus duleis, Curcuma australasica, Doryanthes excelsa, D. palmeri,
Graptophylhim thorogoodii, Alocasia macrorrhiza, Lobelia trigonocaulis, Lamandra spp., Alpinea caerulea, Kreysigia multiflora, Viola
hederaceaca, Plectrantlus graveolens, Dianella cacrulea, Pollia erispata, and the ferns Doodia media, Pellaea falcata, Blechnum
cartilagineun, Asplenium australasicum. Vines and creepers may also be suitable - try Gum vine Aphanopetaluw resinosun, frailing Guinea
flower Hibbertia dentata, sweet jasmine Jasminum suavissimunt, dusky coral pea Kennedia rubicunda, Wonga vine Pandorea padorana, bower
vine P. jasminoides."

DON YATES ALWAYS HAS MUCH OF INTEREST TO PASS ON

T have been a bit remiss in putting Don's correspondence aside for some time, so 1 shonld make amends and tell you of some of his
activities. (Don, too, is not a fan of same who previously controlled Qld's. destiny but T won't go into this at present).

"Whilst researching the Border Ranges historic account for this N/L it struck me that not one of the major tourist-orientated
ecological attractions in the whole of Oz was valuntary created by & government. Iach and every one of these special places was forced onto
them by long, costly actions by environmantalists, and all of them have proved 1o be more cost effective and sustainable - not to mention the
benefits to flora and fauna - than any of the proposed government development plans...... which leads to the question to which everyone knows
the answers 'How come we pay so much money to politicians who cannot make the simplest of economic decisions?

The River Heads RF restoration program still seems to be gaing ahead despite a pending Aboriginal land rights

claim, including Fraser Island. Fortunately all parties involved in this action agree that preserving habitat is an important objective so we don'l
foresee delays to field work.

At the moment (early Feb) we are receiving the best rainfall for over 12 manths; though it is sweeping away many tadpoles from
small ponds and containers but will no doubt encourage quick replacements. It will give me the first break from watering, for maybe a couple
of weeks, for nearly a yearnow. Strangely, the only plant I lost was from overwatering, I forgot to shift the sullage overflow pipe from around
an Austromyrtus dulcis (Midyim) which snccnmbed to the laundry suds." (Ed. Conversation with Don 5 weeks leter found that it had not
rainedtheresincethattimeandheisugninﬁﬁddowntocunsluntwateﬁug. .

“Thanks for your help in my N/L articles and the appreciation given. Inotice you were given some well deserved praise in
'Australian Plants' which rather shows the N/L and your involvement in its publication is something to be proud of - and hopefully copied by
others. The very last article in N/L 51, about ownership of Qld. land (from One Nations "Update’ magazine) is rather frightening and would
ensure that they get a lot of votes at the forthcoming election” (they certainly did), "if for nothing more but to help break up the large corrupt
parties who still don't understand what the people really want." (That happened too!)

MEMBERS AFTER SEED OF SPRCIES NOT EASILY AVAILABLE

Garry Daly asks "if any member has, or could get hold of seed of Brachyehiton australis I'd appreciate some to grow on. There is one
large specimen near the Cambewarra Rd but it appears too shy to fruit, Tam impressed with the trees columnar, green trunk."

Judith Brass mentioned lack of success with germination of Carex but would like to try some of the sedges in her Ipswich garden.
She would appreciate seed of some of the non-rampant species (i.e. forget Mullumbimby Couch) but the other Cyperus spp and Carex should
be OK. Tl look for some Galmia seed and be overawed if Tudith does manage to germinate these difficult species. Do any of our readers have
suggestions on how to succeed with these saw-sedges?
SOME OUTSTANDING QUERIES THAT MAY HAVE BEEN OVERLOOKTD - .

From 1/l 51 - Mark Ziebell asked whether a large unwanted Camphorlanrel conld be retarded, or eventually killed by one of the
Strangler Figs. Has anyone tried this idea 7

Queries in 1/l 50. Jan Wilton had troubles with those little grubs (beetle larvac?) that were getting stuck into his Emmenosperma
alphitonioides and called for suggestions on dealing with the problem. Perhaps this is the Jittle stem-girdling grub which does so much damage
to Macadamia twigs and branches?

Phil Avery asked how can you tell the difference between seedlings or small plants of the three Doryanthes - excelsa, larkenii and
palmeri. He feels there may be only subtle distinctions making identification of juvenile plants difficult.

It is always good to have some responses 10 smembers who go to the trouble of asking for assistance through these pages.

My thanks to everyone who has contributed to this issue
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WESTERN SYDNEY DRY RAINFOREST AND SUBTROPICAL RAINFOREST

Rewl,tt.ly, the NSW Scientific Comumittee, established under the Threatened Species Conservation Act, made its final determination to
list Western Sydney Dry Rainforest as an Endangered Ecological Community. (March 2000). This places it into the same context as
Cumberland Plaitt Woodland, which is now hopefully, being less threatened by accelerating rates of clearing, and in some cases, undergoing
recovery from degrading processes.

Western Sydney Dry Rainforest (WSDR), has a particular assemblage of plant species, oceurs in local government areas of Camden,
principally near Cobbjty, Wollondilly ( Razorback Range) , Fairfield ( Fairfield City Farm), Hawkesbury (scattered patches sup]f as Redbank
Creek area, Grose Valg), and Banlkham Hills (including Cattai National Park). It is typically associated with gullies and sh slopes of
hilly, relatively steep sections of the generally elevated Cumberland plain. Soils are clay soils on Wianamatta shale. The rai is usually low
for rainforest development (600-1100mm but variable), with a markedly dry spring. Floyd, (1990) describes dry rainforest generally as follows:
“There are two tree strata, the upper being of scattered emergents... the lower strata is a dense main layer which may, ontain 10-30 species.
Leaves or leaflets are characteristically hard and small, commonly under 7.5 ecm long. Woody vines are very commpn, as may also be stranglers,
Other tropical features such as plank buttressing, palms and large epiphytes are rare. There is a well developed prickly shrub layer and a very
sparse herbaceous ground cover, “Subtropical Rainforest by comparison is quite variable in its composition, and is characterized by high
structural and floristic diversity. Floyd describes it in general terms as follows: /

“Subtropical rainforest is the most.complex rainforest subformation in NSW, occupying warm fertile sites with high rainfall. This tall rainforest
consists of two or three strata of trees forming a billowing rather than even canopy. Most species exhibit compound leaves with entire leaves or
leaflets more than 7.5¢m long, Stranglers, palms, plank butfressing, large epiphytes, and woody vinés are characteristic features. The ground
layer consists of large-leaved herbs and ferns. Littoral rainforest is derived from this subfunmﬁgﬁ. but also contains some representatives from
the dry rainforest subformation, all with the ability to withstand high levels of airborne salt.” /

According to Mills and Jakeman (1995), “structurally and flaristically, stands of snbtropical rainforest vary according to rainfall,
seology, altitude and exposure to drier aspects or severe winds, including ceastal influences”. Subtropical and d-y rainforests often occur
adjacent to , and intergrade with each other and other vegetation communities.

Why does WSDR need this listing? Both Subtropical and Dry rainforest are of considerable conservation significance, due to the
small, fragmented and isolated nature of remnants, their floristic uniqueness, and the large proportion of significant plant species (including
TSC Act, ROTAP, and regionally rare and significant species, which ocenr in this community (UBBS , 1997). Despite there being a few larger
extant remnants, most subtropical and dry rainforest remnants are small in size (approx. 1-3 ha), making them vulnerable to genetic isolation
and a suite of other threatening processes. Existing remnants are scattered mostly on private land, and most have been subject to considerable
disturbance associated with edge effects of fragmentation, urban and rural development, These include : siltation; urban runoff’
and high nutrient loads; "weed invasion,( perticularly lantana, privet, African Olive, and wandering jew); fire (increased fire frequencies,
particularly on the édges); plant collection; trampling by caftle and other stock; clearing for agriculture; clearing for service corridors;
agricultural activities such as “tidying up”, slashing and grazing; mining / industrial waste dumping , particularly coal wash.

In view of the small size of existing remnants, the threat 6f further clearing and disturbance, the Scientific Committee took the
opinion that WSDR in the Sydney Basin Bioregion is likely to become extinct in nature unless factors threatening its survival or evolutionary
development cease to operate .

)

i ren ? They are naturally restricted to sheltered slopes, moist gullies and
riverflats of the Hawkesbury-Nepean River system, in areas/of higher rainfall and on richer soils (UBBS, 1997). The UBBS notes that: “it
seems probable that a rainforest carridor once existed along the alluvial flats of the Hawkesbury-Nepean River, in adjacent sandstone gullies
and creek systems and on fertile uplands, linking the larger rainforest areas of Gosford/ Wyong and the lllawarra. Small patches of dry
rainforest may have occurred in suitable sites further eastward on the Cumberland Plain associated with the Picton seil landscape.”

The western Sydney communities have a closed-forest, low closed—forest or low thicket-like structure, and occur in hilly areas on the
edge of the Cumberland plain, or on lower slopes of sandstone plateans, often above Tivers or creeks.

The Hawkesbury Rainforest Netwark has been observing and dognmenting species associated with these rainforests on private
properties at the foothills of Kurrajong , Grose Vale, and in someplaces along Lower Partland and Ebenezer. A Council Reserve on Redbank
Creek at North Richmand also has pockets of rainforest conforming to WSDR description.

Native Vegetation Maps of the Cumberland Plain of Western Sydney produced by NP and W S this ye1r set out to rectify limits of
previous maps by further defining vegetation communities, and using fine scale aerial photographic interpretation . This will help resolve
ongoing issues relating to the classification and description of commmumities on the Cumberland plain.. The aims of the mapping project were to
- map all remnant vegetation greater than 0.5ha in size (within the Cumberland Plain ); provide large scale (1:25 000) published maps of all
vegetation mapped by the project; provide greater certainty and rigour to the envirommental impact assessment process throngh consistent,
region-wide mapping; and provide sufficient information to gnide the identification of core and complimentary conservation areas.

At present, interim maps have been produced in which WSDR is shown only as unclassified, non-eucalypt veg communities for
Hawkesbury LGA. Much of the area where it is expected to occur is so far not classified due to the limitations of aerial photo interpretation and
modelling the communities with available data.

There is therefore a need for more field verification especially of rare ar significant vegetation. Comments have been sought by
NP&WS as part of the mapping process, which is expected to undergo further refining as part of the recovery plan for Cumberland Plain
Endangered Ecological Communities. Councils will be expected to apply consistent, scientific criteria to identify or verify communities that
may be impacted upon by development proposals. To assist with this process, each Conncil has maps and information digitised on CD which
gives more detail about the vegetation foreach mapped area, which then could be applied to individual properties, and landuses. Satellite
updating and maintenance of Council records will hopefully give a fuller picture of existing bushland; and assist property owners in
maintaining it appropriately.
isti iption. A composite species list compiled from Floyd(1990), Mills and Jakeman (1995), and UBBS
(1997), which contains species characteristic of subtropical and dry rainforest is provided below. (underlined names are tree and shrub species
recorded for our area; with the possibility of omissions) '

Main canopy species may include : Ficus spp. ( Ficus rubiginosa, F superba var henneana, F oblique, macrophylla, F coronata, F superba),
Dendrocidne excelsa, Toona ciliata, Alectryan subcinereus, Doryphora sassafras, Streblus brunonianus, Brachychiton discolor. Other
common larger tree species are Podocarpus excelsus, Drypetes australasica, Melia azedarach, Toona ciliata, Alphitonia excelsa, Alectryon
subcinereus, Mallotus phillipensis. Associated canopy and subcanopy species may include: Planchonella australis, Baloghia inophylla,
Brachychiton acerifolius, Citronella moorei, Penmantia curminghamii, Elaeocarpus kirtonii, Acronychia oblongifolia, Diospyros australis,
Cassine australis, Geijera latifolia, Crotan verrawxii, Melicope micrococca, Acacia implexa, Melaleuca styphelioides, Acmena smithii,





