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'The optimist proclaims that we live in the best of all possible worlds; and the pessimist fears that this is true.' (:J B Cabell) 

WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO SOME NEW MEMBERS 
Charlie Charters Sancrox NSW, Christene Cullen Lorne NSW, Carry Williamson Port Macquarie NSW. All 3 (plus spouses) are 
mid north coast people so I really must do something about a regional RF interest group as collectively, regional memberships make up a high 
percentage of the RFSG. 

SYDNEY MEETING GET-TOGETHER SUNDAY 22ND APRIL AT DURAL 
Pip and Tom Gibian are hosting a members day at their place, 37 Carters Rd Dural - the theme being a discussion on 'trials and 

tribulations of urban and acreage growing; successes and suggestions.' A loam start, bring a plate to share at lunch, morning tea etc supplied by 
your hosts; plant swapping could be worthwhile so bring along your surplus specimens. Might be an idea to phone for directions, catering etc at 
9651 1962 

MID NORTH COAST MEMBERS GATHERING SUNDAY 13TH MAY (COMBINED WITH L0CALkP.S. GROUP) 
We visit ICaren and Karl hnrlerssons9prgerty at Kilabnkli, between Comboyne and Wingham. Readers may recollect their well 

regenerating block was described i13 our N/L No 4% telling of tllc Voluntary Consmation Order protecting in perpetuity, the bulk of that 
property. They are at 2306 Comboyne Rd (23 kms from Wingham and about the same from Comboyne) The driveway is on the east side of the 
road, right on a signposted hairpin bend, with a large sign 'Andersson Voluntary Conservation Area' on their letter box. Phone 6550 5637 for 
more details or contact me to discuss car pooling. Bring a mouth-watering plate to share at lunch, tea and coffee provided, plant swaps if you are 
interested in extending your garden. 

BlUSBANJi OUTINGS ARE HELD ON ALTERNATE MONTHS - ALWAYS A SATURDAY 
Peter Jurd is the area organiser and may be contacted at 3345 1445 for venue details. Locations are published from time to time in the 

Qld 'Bulletin'. 

I HAD RESOLVED TO WRITE TBE FIRST EDITORIAL OF M Y  11 YEAR LEADERS HIP.... IBUT - 
Two recent events provoked me to deviate from a long standing rule to refrain from putting a strong vic:wpoint in these pages because I 

was so dismayed at statements from supposed intelligent commentators, and leaders that I decided to speak out here, and elsewhere. Td roughed 
out a draft and wrote up the first paragraph, then wondered how I would go about putting the serious bits together; commencing with - ? believe 
everyone should think about the directions that we as individuals, and as a nation, are naively heading through constant indoctrination, 
persuasion by ill-informed or biased influential opinion manipulators, and wily, divisive politicians.' Then I thought - I am addressing many who 
(I know) have similar views to my own, and others who will strongly disagree, as they are entitled to do. Very many people though, have no idea 
of what is happening and really give no thought to the future, environmentally, economically or the basic but hard to define 'quality of life'. 
Further mulling over how I should approach such a difficult sermon(?) resulted in a blinding flash of reality - who cares anyway? Followed by - 
what can we do anyway? 

So TI1 leave the prime ministers comment on total loyalty to his political masters (rather than to our Nation he supposedly leads) to a 
comment in a later page, and limit criticism of the huge disaster md world-wide predicament over the UK's Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak 
being almost totally referred to as an economic misfortune to the farmers involved and to possible costs to the British tourist industry. It seems 
that I am the only idiot, obviously, aghast at the repercussions to the 6 billion human people on this planet who may well have problems through 
a massive shortage of the protein most need to survive, as there has not been one word of concern about this crucial, situation from any 
commentator, that I have yet seen. Likewise a complete blank on most of the other pressures on our personal well being unless it affects the old 
hip pocket. You want the latest market for the dollar?, the stockmarket prices?, the GDP and debt statistics? They are updated on the wireless 
hourly, the TV 3 times a day, available 24 hours a day on a 1300 or 055 phone number. If you are interested in the pollution indicator, the latest 
greenhouse figures; availability of water availability1 per head of population; amount of land newly affected by salinity this week; the cause of 
inland fish kills after unusually heavy rain, the numbers of fish killed annually by pollution of coastal rivers and estuaries, it's a "sorry -those 
figures are just not available". 

Heavens, if ever I get around to doing an editorial we may have a mass exodus of members and I mighl even be deposed from group 
leader-stirrer. Another reason why I decided not to bore you with some ungardening opinions. 

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK 
Ailanthus tnphysa Alphitonea petriei Alpinea caerulea Araucaria cunninghamii Cassia brewsteri Castanospora alphandii 
Elaeoacalpus grandis Hymenospomm flavum Melicope elleryana Milletia megasperma Pandorea jasminoides Piftoposporum 
rhombijolium Rhodosphaera rhodunthema Toona ciliafa Turraeapubescens. Donors Karl Andersson, Peter Bevan, Dorothy Meadows. 
Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please. 
A request - viabilty trials need to be carried out on Araucaria cunninghamii Hoop Pine old seed stocks (held for 5 years). Patrick seeks members 
to try this dry though unusually long-lasting seed, to add to RFSG gentination records. 



W,$TEW L W N E Y  DRY RUhTFO~~ST AND s[mTftOPICAL RMR'VORISST 
Recentiy, t l ~ e  NSW Scicnti f c Cammillee, cstabliskd r d c r  file Threatened S p e c i ~  Conservation Act, made its frnal determimition to 

list Wmtern Sydney Rq W o r c s t  ns an Endangered E c ~ h g k d  Community. (March 2000). Tllis places it into the same context as 
CmberIwd Plain Woodhd, which is mur l~upchrlly, k i n g  less L?rcaZenzcl by ~ccclemlitig rates ofclenring, nnd in some cases, unrnaing 
recovery I'mm degrtding processes. 

Western Sydney Dry W m e s t  ('WSDR), 1~ a particular assemblage of plant species, occurs in local government areas of Camden, 
principally new Cobbiq, Wollondilly ( Ibmrbadl; Range) , Fnirficld ( Fairlield City Farm), Hawkesbq (scattered patches such as Redbank 
Cr& ma, &osc Vale), and BaWJmm 1W.s (includin1: Catbi National Park). It is typically associated with gullies and sheltered slopes of 
billy, s~lntivcly steep sections of fllc g e ~ e t n l l y  elevzltcd Cumhcrland pl;lin. Soils are clay soils on Whtmmttta shale. The rainfall is usually low 
for midomst dmrelopmmt (600-1 100mm bi~i varinblc), wit11 n m 1 d y  dry spring. Floyd, (1 990) describes dry d o r e s t  gemally as follows: 
' ' W e  are two ttec strata, the 11pper being of scnttcred emcrgmtq. .. tllc 10- strntn is a dense mnin layer wluch may contain 10-30 species. 
haves or lmflets arc chmckrislicdly lmd and small, commonly under 7.5 cm long. Woody vines are very common, as may also be stmnglers. 
Other tropical fcn~ucs such as plnnli buttressing, p d m  nnrl krge epiphjhs are rarc, alcrc is a well developed prickly shrub layer ancl n v e ~  
sps1.se hcrbnceous p u n d  cover. "Submopical W a r e s t  by comparison is quite variable in its camposition, and i r  ,characterized by high 
mbwt antl floristic diversiq. Floyd dcscribcs it in general tcrms ns follows: 
"Subtropical rainforest is the most complex minfomst s~~bformn~ion in NSW, occupying warm fertile sites with hi@ rainfall. This tall rginforest 
consists of hvo or three s b t a  of trms fc- n billwing rntller flu1 alul mbpy.  Most species exhibit ~ompwnd leaves K@& entire leaves or 
Ienflcts more lhM 7 . 5 m  long. Sbmglerz;, pabs, p l d  humss;sing, l q c  epiphytes. and woody vines are chmactcristic features. ground 
~ E ~ Y C T  ~ ~ i S f s  of M e - l e a d  herbs and f a .  Littoral minforcst is derivd fmm this subformation, but also cant- some rcprcsmtatives from 
the dxy mh1Corest subiomtion, a l l  with the ability to  withstand l ig l~  levels of airborne salt." 

Acnordiag to Mills md Ja l :mm (I 993, "slnlct~~dly rind noristically, stands of subtropical rainforest vary according to rainfall, 
geology, altitude and exporn  to  drier aspects or s m  \%inds, inchding coastal influences". Subtropical and tiy rainforests often occur 
ndjacent to , and inter&rtde with encli ot.l~er and otlicr vegetatiou communities. 

Why docs WSDR need tlLis listing? l3ofli Subimpical and I3ry &mst me of considmble canswation siguifiume, due to the 
small, fragmented and isolated nature of m t s ,  Wir floristic u n i y m ~ s ,  Md thr: me propomon of sign5cznt plant species (including 
TSC Act, ItQTAP, and regionalIy me and s igdkmt  spmies, which accur in this cmmnImi!y W B S ,  1997). Prqite there being ri few l n r~e r  
%?ant mrmmts, most subtropical nud dq miuCoresL rmmmt.- arc 4 in sizc (approx. 1-3 ha), making them vulnerable to genetic isolation 
a d  n suite of other i b t e n i u g  processes. Fxisting rcmmts m s W e d  mostly auprivuk land and most Ilave bdcn subject to considerable 
disturbance associated wviul edge effects of kiitncntntion, urban and rwll development. Thcsc include : siltation; ~lrbm m o f f  
and hi611 nulricnt loads; 'weed hvnsior~( pliculxly h d m ,  pri~:cL, Alrictm Olive, and wandering jm); fire ,(increwd fire frequcncics, 
ptrtinfIarly on the' edges); @at collection; &~mpLing by d c  d 0th clearing for agriculture; clearing for service corridors; 
abcullural nctivities mch as "tidying up'", slashing d & , q  mining / indmlrinl wn9e dumping. particuIar1y coal wash. 

In view of the 4 1  size of existing remnmts, ihe threat of Mlet clmmtg nnrl dis t~rhcc ,  the Scimtific Cammi- took the 
opinion that WSDR in the Sydney Basin Binregian is likely to become extinct in nahm unless factors thxtming its sunrival or evolutionary 
development cease to cpmk . 
\-st sl . . rbformahanxmw~a 7 They &ly &cted to sheltered slopes, maist gullies and 
rivcrflats of the Hnwkcsbury-Ngm River system, in rum? ol+highmmhfall and an richer soils (UBBS, 1997). The UBBS notcs that: "it 
seems probable that a midorest corri&rmscecr;isted along tl~c alluvial flab of the Hawkesbuy-Nepean River, in adjacent sandstone gullies 
and creek systems and on f d l e  uplands, linking the largerminforest arens of Gasford/ Wyang and the IUa-. S m d  patches of dry 
ramforest may have ocnured in suitable dtes further cnsLmard on the Cumherland Plain associated with the Picton soil landscape." 

The western Sydney communities have a closcd-forest, low clo.~d-forest or low thicket-like structure, and occur in hilly areas on the 
edge of the Cumberlomi plain, ar an lower slops of sanrlstone platam, aften above Tivers or creeks. 

The X3nwkesbury tbthfmmt Nebmk has been observing .and do~m~lentiw spfzcies assmi&& with these rainforests on private 
properties at the fmthills of Kurnjmg , Gmse Vale, md in m e  p k s  dmg h w u  Portland tind Ebenezer. A Council Resave on Redbank 
Crcck at North Richmond also pockets drainf- conforming to WSDR descriNon. 

Native Vegtation Maps of the C~rmMmd Plain af Western Sydney pduccd  by NP and W S this ycn set out to rectify limits of 
prcvions mps by i ~ ~ r d ~ c r  dching vegetation ammmrities, and using fine scnle &al plotographic iniqmtatio~i . This will hclp resolve 
ongoing issues relating to the c l s ~ f i c a t i m  md dcsrnpion of ~ommuxiilies on the Cmnberland p h .  The aims of the mapping project were to 
- map all remnant vegetation greater than 0.5hn in size ( W i M  the CumbcrIand Plain ); provide large scale (1:25 000) published maps of all 
vegtction mapped by the project; provide greater certainty nnd rigour to the  en^^ impact assessment process through consistent, 
region-wide mapping, and provide su f fuh i  mfomafiax~ to guide the idmtification of core and camplimmtaq urnmation areas. 

At present, in* maps have bcm-jmducerl in wluch WSDR is sllom only as rmclasslfied, n o n d y p t  veg communities for 
~awk~sbuIy LGA Much of die nrea where it is ex"pccted to occur is so fhr not clnssified due to the limitations of nerial photo interpmtntion and 
modelkg the communities with available data. 

Thm is thereforc a nedl f o r m d e I d  verificatian e v e i d l y  of rare or significtmt vegetstian. Comments have been sought by 
NP&WS as pnrt of t l ~ c  mapping pmccss, which is scpected to m o  fartI ' g as part of the ie~lvery plan for Cumberland Pluin 
Endangered Ecologicnl Commtmities. Coundlswill be expctcd to apply consistmi, d f i c  critmh to i M f y  or verify ~mmunities that 
may be impact& upon by develqmmt propnd'i. To assist wit11 this p m s s ,  &I Conmil h a s  maps d information digitised on CD wllich 
gives more detnilabout the vegetation foreach tmippcd arm, which then could be applied to individunl properties, Md landuses, Snkllite 
uphting and main- of Council records hopefirfly give n fuller pictnrc of misting b u s l h d ,  md assist property ownm in 
mnintaining it a p p p a k l y .  . . -nd Structure d . . 

c- A composite .species list eompild h n  FIoyd(1990), Mills and Jrkmm (1 995), arid UBBS 
(1997), which contains spccies characteristic of mbtmpicd nnrl  orest st is provided below. (underlined names ate tree and h b  species 
recorded for om nrw, with the possibility of omissions) I 

Maiz canopy species m y  include : Ficns spp. (ficus mbiginosn, Fsupwba w hmmeunu, Foblique, F macmphylIa, F comnatu, Fsuperba), 
Dendrocid~re ex-ceha, Toona ciliata. A l e c h y ~ ) ~  s~hcinerm~.~, DuypIiora sassafras, Streblru bnmonimus, BmclycI~iton discolor. Other 
common lnrgef lnx species nre Pdo-  crcehis,  Dryperes austmIam'm, Mdk azcdmac/~, T&nu ciliufa, AlpJ!jtonia excelsa, Aiectryon 
subcinereus, Mal~oft~~p~~iIIipen.~i~~~ Associated canopy and subwo~ry @es may include: Pheltonella a~tsimlis, Baloghia inophylla. 
BmcIgvcl~i~on aceri~oIi~~s, Citronelfa moorei, Pmmnfiu crmnmgImmii, fiheoccnps kirtmomI, Amnychia oblon~~ulia,  Diem austmlis, 
Cussine atrsllurli.~, Geijcm lar@/ia, Crutm vmamii', MMCO~E micmcccz, Amcia implexa, MclaIcuca s&ddioidos, Acmena smithii, 



DaypIto).a sassafim, BuckImrrsia myr.rifolia, Piffoqorrrm zmndtlfrrh~n~. Stenocalpus salignus, Rapanea howittiana, Crypfocalya glaucescens, 
Symplucas t~~rtlrwitmii, AngupI~orrrfloribt~nda and TTrisraiu lnrtrinu (nlong creek lines) 
hsociatcd understorey wt;ies may include : small irces and xlmibs : Claoxylon australe, Noteaea longifolia, h! venosq Rapanea variabilis, 
Cftriohtru p a c s ,  fIihi.~cua heterop~~ylltr,r, Podompus d f l t ~  Clerodendmm tomentosum, Hymenanthera dentate, Breynia oblongfolia, 
Mnelum cochi~~chiticrsis, Dn~alonthns wuturrs, Rhrefia acrmlinaru, Cvptocatya microneura, Celastrus australis, Rhodamnia rubescens, 
Pittmponrm revoltrtrmm, Mullorrrspi!illipet~sis, Crclfon vmmllxii. Comtnarsonis fraseri, Maytenus silvestrus, Solanlrrn prinophyllum, Tremo 
aspsm, Glocl~idio?~ fcrdinarldi, E~~pornatia lnitrinrr. 
Ferns: Aiijan~rrm spp., Cli~isrclla de~itara, Hypoicpi~ mrrclleri, fA~streopP~is microsora, Pellaea falcata varJalcata, Pellaea falcata var nana. 
Epip1ry1e.s: DmdtvSiron speci~s t~n~,  Pyrrmia rxp~fn's,  h~lrmisnrJlab~llifolium, A. ausfralasicum, Plavcerium F.;%rcaturn, Davallia pyxidafa, 
Ar!hropteris tertclla, Mfc~mon'rmr scultdens. Sat-cocllilrrs olicacerrs 
Vines: ApItmroperalttnt tr.~ino.v~t~~, Blop!torur barbam. Sarcopetnlimr karvtyanum. Ripogonum album, Cissus antarctica, C. hypoglauca, 
Legrtoplmra n~oorei,Rrlbrrs nsbtdos~is,Piper. n o s u e - ~ z o ~ ~ Q ? ~ ~ ,  hfarsdc~tia rosfrata, Smilax australis, Eustrephus lahyolius, Morinda 
jo.ml;~ois(h, Parao~lsia sh.u~~ti~aen, Po~~clo~ea jiwttdorc~rtn, A t ~ l t t ~ n ~ ~ c r i ~ ~  tenella, Malaisia scandens. 
I-lmbs mltl gmssm: Arzeilen~a b ( W m ,  Geierm~irmn~ honlcat~tsi. Pmwntifl leptostachya, Galium propinquum, Doodia aspera, Siegesbeckia 
ori~tfaSis, 13askb pusses (@/insnf#trr,~ .?pp.), DwdPanic Pfltricflfl~ pyp~aeum), the sedges Cyperus tetraplyllus, Carex brunnea, and the 
Pastcl F l w r  (Pstltt'owntlranrtrnl i~ariable) nnd Sdflrrk Flax (Cynit~astachys anceps) 

(This risk is by no menus complcte nor nccessaril y definitive. Ttle interpretative guidelines for the maps by NPWS provide a list of 
diagnostic species by stratum, with group scare mlrl fideiity cl;lss for wch species. In trees, Melaleuca stypheliolies ranks as the highest 
b~dicator, with Acacia in~plexa, Alecllyorr sttbcirlaerr.~, Sr l~hIr~s  bnalor~ianus, and Diospyros australis as the next frequent.) 
Our thanks to Robin Woods for permission to use this (lightly edited) article from the Hawlrcsbury Rainforest IVctwork Nfi No G oct  2000. 

C O ~ ~ O Y N E  P L A ~ A V S  rn PW =ST IS N O ~ ~ A V W ~  
A local Landcarer, Ann Heinrich went to the trouble of summarising RF species listed in various texts as growing naturally on the 

~on lbohe .  Ahout 15Q species are listed iogeu~er with cornmoll m. Imbit and a brief comment on hardiness. A useful guide for those 
involved in =generation in mid North const areas - mpy nvnilable on req~est. 

YET ANOTHER 'LIVING FOSSIL TREE' FOUND - N~~~~ NSW'S NIGHTCAP RANGE 
District botanist' FtF enthusiast Robert Kooyman realised that he had made such exciting discovery while surveying an inaccessible 

site in the Nightcap forests to the east of Border Ranges. In an iutenim with R o b  WfiLimns on ABC radio 21.12.00 he revealed that 25 
individual plants witl1 a stem diameter of a minimum 1 Om been locater1 in jusl one small catchment. The largest wee recorded at the site 
is 40n1 lug11 wivith a 7 5 m  din. - almost a fal-esl giant. Both Colin Andemen nnd Lucy Scope sent further details of interest. 

It is ofthe fnmily Proteacem but ?us ~zot yet been named, othm than called 'Nightcap OAK. It is tl~ought lo be related to a species 
described in 1995 endemic to Mt Bartle Frere (Far N.Q.) that was put a new genus Bidofhea. Its 'seed' is a nut about the size of a 
Macadanzia, it has the same distinctive structure as the fossilised cricket-ball sued nut estimated to be 15 - 20 million years old as described by 
Von Mueller back in 1875. The first hint that Nightcap sheltered these ancient survivors was a few unidentifiable leaves collected by Jeff 
Tracey 30 years ago. Robert found mow leaves bnck in 1988 hut it not u n t i l  Aug. 2000 that the group of trees was actually located and 
posilive identifimtion made. mentioned the s ~ d  had just fds l~cd flowering, bloonls wcre benutifill, primitive and messy with an aniseed- 
like fragrance. For obvious reasons ffte Iocation will bc kql8eGtet and erncrgency prmcction under tIveatened species legislation has been 
sotlgld. Cuning material vms collecteti and plants are now being cultivated at t l ~ c  RBGs Mount hum m x c .  

SOMZ RARELY CULTIVATED PLANTS OF INTEREST 
A new bushfood source? Stinging Trees (Dendrocnide spp.) are considered to have edible h i t s  - if you are game. The Cribbs 

include them in their classic Wild Food in Australia' published 25 years ago and claim to have enjoyed the Shin)--leaved Stinging tree D. 
pllarirrop3yllds crisp ncid fruit, but give warnings on Giant Stinging tree D. mzlsa. They nlso suggest that D. nloroides, the Gympie Stinger's 
reputation is so bad dmt it sIrouIcl be avoided. Thwe arc a fcw small D. pplrorinophyll~ on 'Booyorig' but D. melj:u me more common and 
generally of larger size. Juvenile plats have hug kaves but ns with many R?? species, t l ~ e  size decreases as the tree ages. Members f m i l i ~  
u i d ~  the Giant Stinger often observe ant its laves  appear ragged a d  full of hblcs. nml's bemuse they me top quality bush tucker to the smnll 
6 - 7 mm sued buff and bright green beetle Hoplostines viridtpennis; ~'hicll bath f e d  lil~d mate on the foliage. A classic case of living 
dangerously? Those little risk-takers also enjoy stinging nettle plants, Urfica spp also of the same family -Urticaceae. Well named eh? They 
'urt when you touch 'ern. 

A personally exciting flnd on our own place of obvious importance to the m e  and endangered list, was Van KIaphkels 
identification ofSepma (iyn. Casw rrcclinis w11icl1 stands out d s d g  iL? flowering period lntc spring early/ summer, Thm are just 5 plants in 
that colony, perhaps oUer specimens exist within our forest b111 atlie h o w n  group is quite close to a track we sometimes use. Vie old story of 
course - observing an m~usual or attractive specken, pointing it out for others to admirc and then forgetting about it. Luckily Van was doing a 
summer plmt survey $]ere and we mentioned that it was then in llowcr. 'Ne were dclid~ted whcn he told us it m s  an endoligered species. S. 
acclini.9 used to grow from Bulladel& NSW to S.E. Qld but according to 'Australian Plants' March 2000 "it was lost to science for 100 years, its 
survival is threatened due to rainforest clearance. It should be cultivated, to enme it wwives". A description of S, acclinis is on page 247 of 
that journal. I 

In view of those comments I did collect a small amount of seed to propagate here to extend its number, to distribute to keen growers 
who will pass on seedlings and small plants to others for further multiplication; and to land owners actively involved in RF restoration. Seed 
seems extraordmily viable - of 2 initial trials, each of 6 seeds either soaked or nicked prior to sowing; 11 quickly germinated with the initial 6 
seedlings growing well. Members genuinely interested in ensuring this straggly shrub survives in suitable sites should contact me for the 
miserly few seeds I will entrust to your care. 

RELEVANT TOPICS FROM O m R  PUBLICATIONS WE RECEIVE 
Colong Foundation Bulletin 184 Jan 2001 on concerns about 4wd access to NSW National Parks. TIley claim that the 

Memorandum Of Understanding with a four wheel drive enthusiast association agreeing to allow them use vehicles in NPs will be detrimental 
to such places and has set a precedent whereby other self-interest p u p s  i,e, horse riders anrl hunters will also claim their rights. Colong 
believes that such access will lead to littering or rubbish dumping, pollu~tion of streams, arson and stealing offla% and fauna, They are nlso 
concerned that NP&WS could be liable for hegligence damages' as a result of joy-riding accidents on poorly maintained tracks. 



Sydney's riE Gy.rCcns ' k s u n s t  Summr?r ksuc h l h d  nn itan an one of om most highly regsrded botanists Gwen Harden. 
11Afkr 19 y m  at thc. gardens she is Ire- te the bnsl~'. Not jnst any ha* bnt the RF she revealed in her early publications. 
Cl~;rracteristically, tlicy Ivere 5eld pides mi identiiiwliam Irey~, c ~ y s  to help people understand and appreciate plants in their enviromrmtI1. 
Than@ it1 retkrmejllt Gwen is worl311g on a revi:;ion of her 4 v d m e  'Rora of NSW'.  more importantly to us IIF enthusiasts she plans to also 
revise an cmlier puhliicnb T~CCS and k rJ1"s oThSVJ G; S ~ ~ t b e n r  Qd This was, in my view, a won&rful introduction, guide and 
idmtification of RT: species thnc sa d u s  o h  came m o s s .  A d  in my sitaatian dl those years ago of being so canfused and fiushted at 
Wng to idcntify inkresting plants, it I-, h o s t  on its t h ~  k~:ey to ~mlocking so many mysteries and opened the path to whatever 
howledge and expertise of Til: tlmt 1 may now poss~w. So, I reckou h t  a new Guide will be a banzer reference: to all east coast dwellers 
interested in RF and their composition 

+Quaadong' 4th qtr 2000 Vol 26 No 4 had three items fm the sPcalled Idiaosnm' Irrtes, tbe Woemi Pine Wolfemin nobtlis. There 
was a book review whicll originally appmcd in a m t i d  m ~ s p ~ p e r .  (Dm X'ates ~ U W :  offc~ed to review Uro~dfor~s book for KFSG so I won't 
quote this one). ........ It was rcpmcd lust Angust W a third p o ~ t i d n  hud bea  fond ll~is gtonp are in a differat subcatchment md 
scim~st's hopcd that it mny mrl~ibit M m m t  gmetic vnriahiljty ~xlm l l ~  earlier finds. (DNA testing has shown every tree in the original 
locutions to bc genetically identiEal). 
Qld's IJ.F.1, lms built n Wdlemi Pine pppth c a m p h  wh~& expects to pmpagate (b -8s) It is 
ewcctcd to return more than ,$21 n d l h  a year in income wil l1  nt least 50 jobs dmmg the dmdopment phase and almost that many at peak 
p ro r l r~c t i~~  ~ I C  facilily will opmte ns n joint ventmc belmm QlcL Parestry a n d B i r U  Nursery. 

Wch  :h out Don's pint in this NL, that so many m l d  nm-s that escape man's cl- are worth a motza to the economy in 
their own right. If we had been able to mint, log or run a 63W ]lend of stock in the Wollemi we w d d  h v e  made a pittnnce far a few yeat.s - 
l e s  my economic and I~~ hardship costs tmm f m  mbsidics, fim, flood etc. - yet by sheer good luck we did not gel into it and from just 
one plnnt spccics we'U rnake heaps c v q  y m ,  ns well ns giving ~~ployment  to a lot of people. And - we don'l h o w  what eIse of such value 
we may find at that wilderness. 

The nssociatcrl 'UTx-,ntcc Y e z r t d  JV&4 2M2) mlnded a strmalating 6 page c d b d ~ n  fiom ~ e n o i e  Lindsay, leader of our 
sir;@ study gro11p 'Oz Food Phts ' ,  with a v i c ~  of -C Ned For b s h  Foods? She covered the history of an increasing interest in our 
edible plants, people involved in enconrnging m m m s  of thcir value and imp- described individual species - from fruits and nuts to 
seeds and foliage - Had p r e s m c e c l r ~ ~  far u widmusc of plants to help increase biologd diversity. Lenore based her essay on 
material presented at the SGhP Rrisbme P 999 cor~kcnm nnd an her Grorrp's Oct '99 NL. 

An example of our d i o c h g  d reckless me, cpm mining, of limited wakr~esources was given in 'Qnandong' 1 s t  Qtr 2001 vol27 
No 1 wbich quoted m &le in Pms paper the West Australian' describmggmpe growing in the arid desert Mscnpe 950 Ian N.E. ofpertl~ 
near Wiluma md Mcckstbm. Five ha are & froit and another 5 ha of cuttings Imve gone in. 24 h o w  
&p n \veek ta wter thc vii~e'. Fruit is lm&d all thatwy - GOO miIw - to the Perth markets. Amnzing all tbnt water, and what a distance 
from the consumer. We are a wasteful m i a y  foT sure. So far il  has cost $1.1 m i l l i ~  to establish that vineyard -just to squander irreplaceable 
fossil he1 and fossil water on produce that should certainly be grown locally . 

lXI3 UTEST THBEAT TO SF,. QLD AND ICE. NSW FOKlETS IS TEIE ALIEN FlBE ANT 
It seems that this BIG PROBLEM amvd  in Brisbane several years ago in a conhimr of much needed something or other (grapes or 

garlic perhaps?}, h since lad up welt, gt into a plant and S m  managed wid-d d k k i i o n .  T h m  are at least 25 sites in 
S.E Qld where this ant bas h e n  foml  so fnr, und as stnte borders provide m protection it will m l y  be found in NSW in due course. 

Fire Ants (a South American insect) w m  i ~ ~ M l y  dlscavered m USA in 19 19; thcrc: arc now 300 million acres affected by this 
species - on ubsolute disaster to wil- and mt rcallp gmt for h m m ~  ar their k l i c  protein sources. 

T h e  h v c  been calls for compmdm to tho= rcsponsii~lc Em the spread ofthe ants in the plants, for loss of business &. A wacky 
alternative is that those mpomible f a r ~ ~ g  this BIG ~ ~ O H M E W I A L  DISASTER instead pay ccmpmtion to those people to whom 
they passed on the problem, and also to be liable for costs of protmhn and d c a t i o n  innatoral areas. After all - what is nursery hygiene 
supposed to mean? . 

GUAVA RUST COULD BE ANO- PlZQECEM AFFECTING Ml%TACEAE SPECIES 
Col Andersen follows afEairs m overseas RF and suggested we shanld be m e  of a pathogen fint m t i w j  in Brazil in the late '60's 

when whole plantations of y m g  Eslml41ptts kegan dmppmg tlleir leaves and dying. These were a vigmus sraziisn bred cross between E. 
p d i s  md the su~btropcnl R umpIyIIa. Sn-y fSlc Tns. Bluegmn E. globulus in Sonth American plantations were afEected I'd hate to 
point out that playing around with spmics ~ u p u I a t i o n ,  Ict alone genchc 'en@u?ermg' is known to be fiaught with penl, and iind it astonishing 
that such e x p e k m t s  are q f d  by socicty with Little qwdm 

A CSIRO plant patholopst Ken Old, is extmnely mmmned that-when the -fnngns arrives in Oz its greatest effect will be on the moist 
coastal forests of NSW and Qld. while the drier heath and woodland myrtleswill likely be immune. A b&ial side effect of the rust recently 
happened in Florida - it is causing msi&ahk rlamagc to the (*) exotic big pblmMelu/mca pihqtiinews which hes b an 
mvrronmental disaster fhm the thy it was foolishly  in^^ 

Mr. Old believes that the fhgm will be inProduced here by anmmpdng  t&st bringing in exotic h i t  i,e. Spigium jmbos, 
pet hap^ on clothing or evm in smuggled plant cuttings. (A po$ammt that d c ~ ~  omwhite poplarplantatiuns in the 70's came in on 
smuggled cuttings d it would tnke Just ane opportrmislic w t i c  fmit p e r  smngglin& n few cuttings or s d n g s  tn start an epidemic). Go1 
mt n two page rqort from m issue of 'TIE Bullelin' cammeriting on the pmblem and d d n g  us lo such a mnjor that to our RF. 

ON A MORE POSITIVE NOTE - C~~ Ol?XEKEWA;L OF IlXE 'BIG SCRUB' FORESTS 
: AwitenpinUle'Auslrdian'ot14.1.01 d d b e d h o w n 7 0 y e m e x ~ t b m k a n d t h e B i g S c r u b W ~ ~ y h a v e  

helped bring aIrnost half of the 50 i s o M  mmmts, rangkg 6-om tiny phhes to as much ~ $ 2 0  0 ha a a b l e  cadition, where the only 
maintenance needed is to ksep nmvweerls under control. TIley hnvc qmt $1.25 million an s tabWg those rmmmts, $500,000 fium the 
Telstra sell-off - sorry, NRT grants. 

The instigator of ths canwdabk projecf A n h q  Parkes retired to a pmperty adjacent to our namesake 'Booyong' N.R a 13 ha 
remnant of our once largest subtropical RF. He then banght another40 ha and in2 years had plmkd 9,000 trees. To date he has p r m d l y  
planted 18,000 with another 12,000 to go in. An early project resulted in todays 15m high RF on a site which just 7 years ago was a totally 
degraded, weed i n f e d  paddock 

Ec believes that "conservative phhcians no langer view tdmxmenuu restmath as the work of a bunch of lunatic greenies." And 
not before time7 



Ta BA- B O m  - A HETCEY OF THIS MAGNIEKXNT NATIONAL PARK 
Preface: Of +k original 1,800,000 acres ufRF esimated inNSW at the tme of settlement, all thatwu left by 1970 was a mere 

200,000 acrcs, much of wEch was under h t  ;-"rmnthe Fmwtry Cmmkslcn TVIU were not averse to l o g a g  pevious declared flora reserves 
which hotfid have keen as &C as NationnI ?xks because i f p a r b m a t a y  decree. But as uranium mining in ~ G h d u  NP in modern times 
shows - our National Parks are as secure as the whims of g m m a  in ofice. 

On 26Ul October 1952, at 5 p the NSW k e m h  Neville W m  made the historic annwement that most ofthe &te's e n g  
Ws wodd be pre-cd. 93% of the seven m,jor m s  reqncstrd by consmticnists - inclr~ding thc Niglltcap Range and 31J23 hn of tlie 
laordm h g e s  - v,wc to be addcd to tile N 3 t b d  Puks cslate. in his nddress to ~ I C  following Lnbor Party state confmms W m  dmlmed 1 
know it was not e v q a n e  who trlought it wns n g m t  thing to snve thc W o r e & ,  but I make &is pdictian here today: when we nre all dad 
a d  %ed d our childreds children m reflecting on wvht wns ~ I I C  bcst thinthing n h b o r  government in NSW did in t l ~ c  20th cenhlry they will 
come up lvivitl~ the m ~ e r  In Novcmbcr 1936 ihe World I-Iuihgc Commission formed tmder the UNESCO 
convmtion met in Paris and officially accepted tllosc N W R E  N.l's mto h World  HE&@^ List. T I  will now be kept safe in perpetuity, 
along ivitl~ 0 t h ~ ~  nulml arms liBe Ydomtonc and Grand Canyan in America, Sagmartha NP (which id&s  Mt. Everest) the &cat Bnrrier 
Rccf Marille Park in Oz, ns wvcll as s l ~ h  culhml sitcs LU tlle G r m ~  Pyrnmids of Egypt. 

of course all consxmntionists are Lhddi~l  Cor this, but i t m n l d m t  be ~rrigmions to say it was not Ak. Wran who saved the RFs, nor 
it my othm government in ~l\lrsttnlia who saved any othcr RV, wilderness WIX or othm Pnrks th t  w now athpthg tourists h m  dl over 

tllc wvmld, H is to past aad present govmmmts shmne tla cvcry single NP m p h  of spccid nlsigL~mce, or beaut)', tvns destined to be 
demyed for sltort-lived mcIfU:tnr)l gain withrrut my r@ to ihc 10ng term cansqumms to our n a t d  Imita&e, or tile feelings of the people 
svho wed for tlz itltllrc of this comtry. i1 lvas cot Nir W m  or my other :dm wtlo snvd some of our pat as i~ t s  - it \vns the orchary 
c i t i z e ~  backed by sound scientific opinim w h  savcd omnaticn from the xrorst m c h  day e n w a n m t a l  disaster thc world ~wuld ever see, 
by a cnntinucus t~cImting prcsurc on &se govenrments who enmacd with lcd&~g after our welFare. a le  Wran government was 
forced into saving whnt was left of aur'RPs inlJSW by the mnrrge of n few initially, and then by the relu'~Uess snowball of public opinion. 
The cnmpnfgn to savc thesc Tcresta: This m c d  rs mlyas 1973; hmnght again m 1943 nnd redly got :oing fiom 1969 until victory 
was adrievwi in 1932, representing the i ~ 1 1 g ~ t  m m h p  cmsmatim b~ttlc  irt AuWian llistor'j. Russ W e n ,  a member of the Byron 
Flora md Fauna Comervation Society was demm~ed to m e  tliz n d m  h g c s  d C M ~  the Society to pay a major part in creating an 
initiat, small, Border Range N.P in the 1970's. h f & g  lo T:mhy's proposal to log W y ' s  Creek Flora Reserve of about 1500 ha. that 
included 2000 year old Antarctic Deech nnd other species ofp~rticnlm significance IE stNed - "Never, to my knowledge, has a case been so 
watertight, and yet we have a lagged Fhm Wkge b l m k f m r d  LO, nll in Ihe mime o f  misgnided political expediency. If only we had a 
statemnn in government and not m assembly of p o l i t i d .  If only good people in psitim of trut - the decision makers would look to 
tomorrow instead of thmbg of the dolliirnok Iining of tkir own poclrets". Sadly '&gs h ~ ~ c n ' t  changed nuch skce that time though perhips 
they arenow onto other U~ings. 

Concern for the Border RF was r e i n h d  by the earlier loss of the 'Big Scmb', the largest lowland STRF in Oz extending from 
Lismore, throughout the Richmond regicn and dawn to the o w n  at Bollin& (T~E early settlers called dense vegetation 'scrub' until it was 
developed, so JLF with its larger trees was wild Big Scmb'). In the 19th centary, at the haght of RF clearing there was opposition from 
Ulc then preservationists to the land dePelopm, but iil thaw days of oolde d d  apm-d7  protest nras by polite lccters to the newspaper, or to 
thc govenuneut dq-t inv~lvcd, myl~ a xe&q ai Ihe l d  public hall. With suclr l o ~ k v  local opposition to forest degn&ttirm, 
indtlsy nnd g o v m t  decided the time was @IL to m e  to the only rensdnably m s i b l c  large remaining arco of RF - the high country of 
the \von&rfully grand Whemon Ranges. It is not o h  Qld cnn claim t~ lead the m y  in forest preservation, but the Lmington Plateau on the 
northern side of the Range was declared a N.P. m 1915 a k  a 20 year campaign (what foreslflrt when consemntion was almost a new word in 
those days). 

The campaign to save the Bar& l h g a  on theNSW side M e d  in 1948 with well substnnthted nntia-d park pmposds and was 
pushed agoin ia I969 to link tie area with Lamh&tan - whilst the loggers p m h d  fudlermrd fdm into the mouutah. Perhaps some ofthe 
tmiq~~eness of fhe aren was capfared in these cam& ....' 730 ~ u t n l ~ r i b m y  nabrd b- of the McPhersw Range, its gloriow 
mountain scenay, its mLique rainforests, keudi&g scenery of nmmom creeks and ~nterbh, wild but beauiiful gorges, delightful 
1ookouts over the m o m d m g  country, i?s \ v U 1  o l n a t d  smib swrccly toocherl by Wcr-getters and sawmikrs, the extraordinary varidies 
nnll disrsi'c.ation of brushwood timters -red c e h *  ~vliite beecti, pine, snsscih~,, ca~~ l rc rns  (red mcl white), crnbupple, corhvoods etc, also 
luge figs and stinging aces - 81 this at mt ditude of frcrm 1800 lo 3000 feet above sea level, with rn invigoratkg climate, and tlus is not in 
isolated places; ail thrs wonderI'ul nnd i n i a e s h g  scmm-yis cnntinuous right h MI lmgth of the Range." This v M u l  picture was painted 
not by somcone well hown in the consczwhn or nvhmmmta2 movemat, but by Jolm Leper whose father m. brothers hacl logged the 
Bordcr kxlges since early in il~e mmy, mi had e s h b W  the h-gc 121Iunra-Levers mwvmlll in G r c d l a .  Rediring tllat the cud of the 
remurce was in sight ond howierI&g that much of the RF had been desh-oyed, k v e r  gave his mppd to the prcsemution of the remnants 
nod successfully diverted logging fram the 1000 ha Hoop Pine chmimkd farwt, of Levm Platean, named after his father. One could be less 
than gracious nnd sny 540 bad Ile dirh't tllink oftlrjs before all Ihe damge \VIE d m ,  lnrt I for one thukl~irn for coming out - so to speak nnd 
making this statement - which was n welcame h g e  ii-am nll UIC a h  loggers, including the Forestry Commission, that I have met. 

Despite this, by 1 I972 thc Parcstry Camission was bniIding n mnd fmm the south to the top of tbe ranges and the stage was sct for 
large sc6le exploitation ofthe rrrmhirdng forests T ~ E  figM to szvc tllm to a large extent was initinlly carried out by Russ ivInslcn of 
b11illmbiinby who wnrr an l~onorary ranger in the nnq and who formed the Border Ranges Perna t ion  Society in Jan 1973; tl~s wvas later 
jollied by b e  Sydney bnsed Colang Cammittce who togethemused public awareness of d n r c s t s  over m y  years with some excellent 
publications. 

There were too many people involved m the cmnpnign to thank personally but same of the special efforts should be highlighted to 
ghe an idea of bow the wnpaign was oqmiscd Jahn Gold, despite never having been in a I@ @onsly, played a vital part in presenting 
nlagnifrcent photographs to the press, public and pnlitkks, as weU as theNational Parks Journal and the ACPs Fhbitot". Another specid 
higl~light was the articles writtm by the Sydney Morning ETmld's mviru~nentnl reporter Joscph Glnscott who won a number of awards ovcr a 
7 year period for excellewe ot'rcporhg. h the meanthe let's mt forget in 1979 at T&n Creek for the first time in Australia's 200year 
llistory of cnvironmmtd exploitntian and desttuction, a large pup of people including RFSG nlembcrs Hugh tmd Nm Nicholson took part in 
d~e very h s t  positive defence against tiis c l w r u h n  byphysicnUp strmdjng bcheen the bdIdozers and the trees -:?hich led to many similar 
protests Australia wide in the late 70's and mrly 80's. Tem& 3 0 h ~ b m  Listme is at the head of a Palley adjoining Nightcap Range and 
is mlled tllc T m i a  Creek Basin - n deep W y  orcLiffs, mists a d  waterfalls. The fight to save Terania s ta r t4  in1374 wlm the Nicholsm~s 
first moved to the area and, nrded by the dkmative lifes@lc pcuple fmm nearly Nimbln pI@ mnay others, conducted a campaign lasting till 
Oct 1979 when logging was stopped and a public enquiry started, lasting 2 years. 



The ? ~ l i c  aivamss o i W  inzrwsrd &- tl3e weil i;-;cii~lsed T m ~  &Btim d bcosld s u l ~  for thr~.bmA 
remants, 5om h e  topical fcredsts in 3T.Q. :o t q e m t c  = in T?s,~an!a k 1TSW 2tk~1ti011 fcrased cn 31e W a s t ~ ~ o l  kt!~ its Impst r m i n i ~ g  

m~ds of cachwood dc&& VJITJ: it Ex: sue ~4c Pa.;:% ' J d i ~ y  it; rhc :Ias&gs a g k n  \vitl; its A~h-ctic 8 a c h  md Coachwca, 
~d Cle udo~gcd STXF rcamm& cF ;Lr: Z a L  3a-121 m r  Z ~ ~ J - Z  as WC m 3 e   nigh?::^ 2lnze. >.c: Nightcap N.P. prcp;j;il lmd previously 
>cm t;u'ot-.'n m.t by b c  Tmxfu m,r.rxiql, LL. A:; X~tic,cl Txks .  ~.;:::ckLi:; d I J C ~  rzlv ZCYLCE cmtinwi to ~ C Z S  for a 4,SCO h p& on the 
wcstm mi of a e  mgc,  including the TLr;lllia 31-in. (Thc pfm king stecp and deeply guacd 114th ~Wrcd t  acc;r;s lmd protected some 
sations from logging in ~ I IC  past). 'RIG ?Tigdrmp issue Gnnlly b m  the catalyst for dl U e  campaigns go& on in NSW to save the RFs, 
inclt~ding Lhe Bordcr Ranges, with a l m k m k  case w1uch dmlkngcd o law ~ntroduced by the NSW government itself.. . . . . . the Environmental 
Planning k Asscssmmt Act inlmduced in 1930 required hlvlrcfirncntal impact stndy to be nade for any developmat where the activity was 
likely to significantly affect the rnvirmmmt. No such smtly I d  b m  c n n w t d  by Parestry which was about to start logging the 
Gookmangnr Statc Forest cn the south side a f h c  Nigktup l h ~ c  at Mt. YTardi. Cn F n h y  1.10.32 environmental dvocate M m y  Wilcox CC, 
sqrcccnting anc of Pose ptesting a g a i ~ ~ i  h m q e  being cmsed hy tke Forestry Crmrrmsslon applied to the Land 3t Environment Court for an 
injunction To stop lagging at thal foxst. Tile fox mill& ohjccktJ wed blr TVL~COX to put up a bond of $10,000 of his own money 
should Ute applicntior~ be rejec:d. A tmrqmmj mjmcrim 1x1s c x t c d d  by Justice Cnpps aftn legal argumd a 5 day hearing followed to 
consider wv11cU1cr nn E.Z.S. was r c p h d  3nd rcsnIteJ in tllc ~ T V  fLrnns decision cn 22.10.32 that an E.I.S. was cecessq  before a forest could 
be logged. Faced with emmom legal b& to cnntinne RF l o r n &  +k NSW cabmL a f b  an all day meting on 26.10.32 Gust 4 days after 
the court judgement) discussing submissurns pertimnlg to seven cmmersial  RF = a s  c a m  to the conc lus i~  t t i i  adding them J1 to the 
National Pml: system seemed a gwd i h  cflcr all - alter n mEe 90 y m  or SO pfxsunsian. 

B&ers must forgive me Tor Laic:: m A c h  on the brau~hd E o r k  Pmge~  w i ~ ~ n u i  - menlicning some of u ~ e  o u t s a g  plants, 
b.~t dus wo.dd +&e another article just zs !xg; z d  you shouli 20 see far y m e I C  Two plan& in my =dm, found nowbere else, 
::nur,d nie ol'how foituxte we sre to ixve has me2 a d  to XT N a t l c ~  %ate - Lepiderma ptllcl~e/la \with i t ,  spectacular pale - almost 
whit2 - nerv gmwth 3nd C:ipmiiup.?f.i.~ neunm.mi:' nrifi a a p f k  awuslte, h~ ~ ; f  m fcfiage. hnd w h i l ~  ~ v c  can now enjoy the Border Rnnges 
N.Ps. and what they h v e  to offcr, pntikck sbdd be cxprcsqed to the manywfro made it possibic and whilst a SF., names hatre heen 
- .A,~:L~a~L I - ir :ze -,;/as &2 piayzi L;le - -c&~i x ie?  Tk WZ\W mc':iL Le hard s q ,  bemusc lilx the .trees in n XF,  every single one 
sf t tmn ., , .. ;, Ln;3fmt . =d they ill depezi :n 2-c:: e:" 1 c& .. ,f zcne of 2.e !ess~-~mrvn Lights like tl;e f m e r  Tim Gixtea and 'his son who 

- d to W&WS 1-o no avaii, and m-k i knmer  calZed Pichards who cmts lc td R u s  hiaslen to mote m y  letkrs to the Forestry C ' ' 

report that F o q  were &ng down2CCO year ald trccs in the path o f  a new road - this single \vantan act of desmtion stnrted what turned 
out to be a very long campign. P d q s  onecollld say rhut the phfaig o f t l ~  k t  seed is LIE b e a p  of any RF. It's always been my 
privilege to work with mybody who is c d  with our h t a g e ,  and f b ~ ~ ~ ~ r e l y  OW cmlry ha been d o w e t  wifh some wonkrfd peopie 
with this concern. 
Yet another wc- item from Con Yam on an asFect of ourrecent mvbmmmd histary, d an appreciation to those who fought hard to 
save a piece of nature for the species they sustain and h e  hnman fascinatim Time's a lot of research on these articles and I h o w  that tiley 
are appreciated by RFSG members and otherreaders too. l%a& DM. 

ALL CKZ ;m GOVXZXvBNTS L'i 2 Z D I v m  ;SXCTXX ~ D i l 2 l X N T A  XFd3TXCTIGN 
The ALP won the recent WA 2lrcnon cnmfnrrably by g m u  a h ~ v o t e  thanmostpmhts expected. As well, a tibe-al for the 

Forests' won a iower house seat, as M S C Y ~  w d y  inrlqmci~~~. The Greens vere srrangiy supported a d  g n e a  5 seas  m the upper 
house. Labox's success was basically M the strength of its envirJnmental ,yamtees thou other concws frrrther increased their majority. 
Don commented that the saving of WA's oldgrowth farests is a cause far SME rejoicing and is a fktha example Lat  people power does work. 

Earlier of course, in Victoria the ALP deposedan q u p h r ~  g n m m ~ ~ e ~ t ,  again by underhbg to redress many of the 
environmentally destructive policies being ciuried onk - p z b d a d y  to rertnre an adequate flow to the Snowy River. 

Most recently the minority Reilttic ALF' gov-s rejmnd in a massive lad&&, despite its poor environmental record. 
Promises.. . . . . pramises. But it had M campetition; the 0-s rmdertook to pressure landholders to increase their clearing of native 
vegetation, were going to build another 16 dams (Qld hasn't got that many rivers!). There were other stretch-the-imagination pledges. Oddly 
enough the coalition lost more than half of its seats so it is grat@mg to realise that voters SOIIE&S seriously thk about the important issues. 
In fact, independents hold more seats then 'h Liberal Party. 
Will Pre~ilier Beattie finally do soniething abed the excessive, dcstractive a n d - m c ~ o m i c  land clearing that he has countenanced for the last 3 
years? The legislation is in place -just needs thz \dl to enforce it. The previous w d  regarded Envhmmt  khster  Rod Welford has been 
moved to Attorney General and replaced withDean Wells. Lets hope Mr. Wells has environmental credentials and c o m m i m t  too! 

TWO ?+Z;LXLE~S TZW CD~W~~ ' I%TIXX LiT ?-  ON C3 'EIGPICAL PCG3STB 
Don Yaks - "How would you like to imn howthey destroyed 5 million acres of KF in Central Am&ca to reduce the price of 

hamburgers in the USA. By 5c each! Malrcs Jah look like a snint " 
Bob Buck mnde the brief comment "I see Xhnt the p ~ s a ~ i  13nzilian goveummt is going to d e c i t e  the seatest rainforest on the 

planet in tlle next decade. Economic r&tmhts iflfmt om global hocracy. Curions h w  their communicational doctors spin the economic 
addictives for our Itumble conservatisma? R11 for n Cce of course. But it appears that when things get tough we've got to get &ugher on the 
environment. Citizen Bob is told to toe the line and acceptwhat the spinners tell him. Like I d ! "  

The so-called 'development pan' fix the A ~ ~ ~ Q I I  RF does intend to preserve around 20% of the sea, but it is proposed to destroy the 
bulk of the forests. Something about a bmgeoning population, the need for timber, minerals, dams and electricity supplies, food production, 
whatever else -we can think of for the needsandgeeds aftheglohal society. So 80% of the reginn has to go. 

Yeah, l'm pretty annoyed about that - no h u b t  yau xe too. Think though-. we ddcy-dis' are the 6th highest land clearers on the 
planet and wMst we claim to be one of the martest, best educate4 honestly g o v d  and wealthiest nations in Chistendom, we really do 
have to clear as much vegetation, dam as many rivers, dnve as rmny species to e . . t i m  as is possible - to expand 'gowth', improve our well 
being and increase the G.D.P. 

I put it to you - are you going to voie for 'Honest' John or ' m b l e '  ICim before, or after you complain to El Gringo in South America? 

A four page brief - 'Climate C l i a n ~  and Agricnltme 1Ii NSW - The Challenge far R d  Corrrrmmities' - is rdevant to the rest of Gz 
XLG r.o dc~b^L tc i20st 0th p:xes on *&is ~ : k x t .  It is n combiaed asses-t by the Nct re  2mervdo i1  Council, Greenpeace and  C l h e  
Action Ner.vcrk .Ausknlin. XI,; pamphlet is Jii-ested ~ecif icai ly  to f~mers ;  in p o h t i ~ g  out ~e zffect oil agicd-tU-al production over the neb  
50 yzars by a tmperat.aie increase of me > i f  to perbps alclcst 3 &sees 2. EIo\-fever wst coat  will be pmticulxly afTected (such an 



example r~ms secn in the Mnrch 'event' by flo* fimn to SE Qld - W'khpend fish ' w, mad and rail h p t i a n ;  
pml,!e evp.s3tion or isolation ; landslides, 91lly md stmnmbnnl: erosian; loss of crops and livesto& huge insunmce payouts). Overall the 
climnte wiU change subtly 01 SO imperceptihiy, wnbIinp, UE vnrious nnticmal hiders to claim that evidence of E forthoming disaster is not 
co~~cl~lsivc and that too ~t a cost to 'the plmats d&ive mmmes to be put into place. US preriident Bush virtually agreed 

t l ~ ~ t  , T ~ W ~ Q  M d  h/m& \v;lm 1~ ~ ~ a k d  Ln dCXfi0Il p l d ~ e  ~ C ! l l =  fossil flld use and decrease C a  emissions by saying "it would be 
too great cost to our cconomy" whid~ S~IOWS tfmt it is not only Ch ~0k~ticia.m who are prepared to make any promise md deliberately lie in 
their teeth to get elected. 

mItr. rW? WAY- OUT PROPOMIS TO TUKlWEZ YEWSC FJlbSER ISLAND 
Don Ynks mtid tbnt his 1 0 4  stnu d m  (clectcd for Natinc) wanted to start up logging t l ~  Island once again, and if 

that wasn't enough he proposed to p i p  the Srdl Wntcr over to the mainIand MY initial reaction was - you're having me on D o b e ?  But I 
stlhseq~ontly C= RWOSS the fdl detail, pub- in T J a m  issue 27 (*), page 5. Its introduction - 'Imryine if we 
could feed UE Idwaters Mutmy/r>mIhg s y s m  ker :  crmh- of perfect drinkable water. reach creek was 10m wide and lm 
deq, flo\l<ng gt 5b-i an hour f l~rn l  d \ v d d  deliver 2,[)00 mega-litres day (730,000 meg per year) into the river system. The three 
crccl:~ wvontd inject 6,000rncgs B dny into the S Y . ~  'll~ntm~lch mtcr-womlld solve the salination and algae problem, water 4 0 0 b  of 
Qld, the f11lI length of NSW, much of Victoria and d t e  a bit of%.' 

It claims that water is running lo !ste into ifie 9% goes an to describe how to pipe, pump, dam and get that over the Great 
Divide. It would be financed by 'mating mmq' and pay it back fi-om taxes over 10 years. "The benefits would b, echieved almost 
immediately and flow on forever." 

Ra didn't say if the log&@ wodd Ira= bsf0m the ~ ~ m m d  a h  it got going. 
mt bloke is talking abut an imhdnabf e volme of m t e r  of over 1,300 mil lkm gallons Honr big is khd md 

where does 011 that \ v n b  come from? Tk Mn!;ic PddinS of c m e  - Dan says it rnrely rnins in tlmt ma, of late myway. And, do refilly 
need perfectly fresh drinkable w n .  far f i d a n . 7  

Achldly, Z IIUW R ~ ~ u ~ i c  idea t1131 the ' k t  Sandy Rcgioat is a Wmld Emitage Area; if that is the c m  &veloprnmts d e ~ m m l  to 
sltch places are p r ~ ~ ~ n i c r l .  X also recollect G~al it lm bem p r o m  n &on& h s  over that ?qing to improve a particdm m ~ m m ~ l  
disaster by destroying naothm ewsyskm usually dom't  work 

IT'S WOSSIELE TO - laAs MORE m S  TlWY mXJWm ??? 
The AD6 interpiewed an Jan 25t4 a H Q U ~  I h h b  whnmade a somewhat outrageous sklemmf or most perceptive co-t 

(mending on your o u U ~ k ) .  "Thw a h s  over of Q m  1- tb;m at white .s~ttkmmt." He claimed thot this was due to 
the thicE;&g process a d  "that you muEd l;eel, dcming for h m d r d  of ycm and you wu1d still have more trees than you started with." 

Now, I am ashamed to admit Xlmt 1 had bem p-mio~sly braimvnshcd by all lhosc lying leitics who did1 up SO many fictitious 
do&tmies on TV, UE various m d h  pews I n ,  M r d ~ s ,  Press, etc), scicdifk ~ ~ ~ e n r c l 1  and government reports telling us all the 
complete opposite And our eyes must h e  ken  ~~~ dm% om several W s  amnnd Qld, when all that irrefutable evidence of 
vcgetotion clcnring - little caastnt W m  IlftmLmd llintcrlmdRF surPiving , the seemingIy endless windrows of bulldozed woodland, 
pnrticuIarly in the Alplm emd Jericho Shires hut h u g h ~ n t  the mland,just pockets ofkgalow mmahhg, Emerald region decimated etc. - was 
a mere mirage. But then 1 wasn't d to @ in 17Zfi *m 1 c r m ~ v e  &like same who have previously been discredited 

Would that be the same £hi. &bbs was fd to resigo as ' ' ' J of Natural Resources early in 1998 due to 'certain 
indiscrctians', even though his lea& ~lnrmed "b m-4  pmflc of Qld ~ t h  grent distjncW? Wns he mlected in February? 
~ k s o n a l l ~  I consider his statemmi to be eihm beyond cuqxdmsion ar m g h t  out r n i s l d q  A stnpid comment or a stmight wt fib. Or 
per1lnps Nannon Lindsay's I l e  Magic hddia%' gets a second mn. 

THE LEGAL symm xmmm A G ~ S T  rnmammrll. -0-s 
The news on 6th Feb included details af a prison, sentence f$vfZU 24 Year old w m m  who, imolved in o m  of the forest clisp~ltes in 

Tasmania in 1998 was found guilty of the heinnus crime of being cbainedlo nballdozer during nn anti-log& protest. Though she did not 
h n g e  aay p r o m ,  steal nny go@&, W in* mtbrcaten W pcrsan, shcwas @a a twa month gaol sentence. Compare that to Likml 
Smntor Bob Woo% who stole taxpnym maW while rrp ta h a n J ~  paywith his m t m y ,  nnd N n t i d  Michael Cobb who jut stolc money 
from the Cmonwenlth, both while they- and trmiaus ndwnI k. W rcccivcd n small fina nnd n suspended 
scntcnce, both continue to rcceivc genrxaus srrpmrmathpaymmts ftom you and mc. Bond spent just a coupk of years behind bars for 
W i n g  a billion dollars, but tlm he was a nice blob, good Clrristim, ~t wrtmnn, almost establishment muterial. Other white collnr 
thieves receive jrtst a few days c o d @  Nee. 

Purll~er recent examples of biased or unjust decisions hlndc  the in£ ludd  mcdin pcrsm Jlmes who avoided being convicted of 
racial vilificatian on a 'technicaliw, that Qld judge rlekmining that J3- Foxes be eKteinnted because they were an economic cost to n 
lychee power, a NT chief justice invalperl in secret d d s  and mysterious conhick. You would well remember that distinguished Qld judge 
who wos gmltxl after the Fihgcdd report . 

A Sydt leymaymdysd 1,576LandkEr ' t Cottrt decisimmade between 1997 - 1999 and found it favoured developers 
over mymils by 59% to 41 %. A cumpisun af individod judges and c&- showed "a big range in favour of developers" - h m  
72.9% for one commisuiw to 47.6 for an&. (One NSW dEnviranment Court *an was described as 'a rare win for 
envirommidistsl). YE mayw chimd the mxmh of npperlls h v m b I e  to dmehpers s h d  the cows systematic bias and unwillingness 
to accept councils.. . as assessors of clevelopmmt and Parrmng mntters. Mmy Gcned (and Minister for th Environment!) had his 
ofice refer B e  dnment to tlle Solicitor GenemI for &ice on w h e k  it m s  coakmpt 

BY POPULAR D Z W  - SO= :- XEAlJX INTELLECT[TA.L QNE-LINERS 
"Just like going back to school" - Ross Camemn I i W l  MP, an t h e m a n  of th Ausblhn Pnrliament Feb. 2001 
"Though farmerr; arc too pmr W y  to clear land m m ,  we need c ~ t i o n  to protcct rcmaiairy vegetation an our farms." 

Ballautine, a sugar growers' spokesmaa. Madl  2001 
"It isn't polIution that's h m m g  th mvjmmnmt. It's the -ties in om: air md watatht are doing it". George W. Bush. 
And the al t t k  classic - ''1 will always do whit is best for the L i b d  Party". Jahn 'don? b h e  met ~ ' m d  on ABC Radio and 

Channel7news8.3.01. AheartfeltrrttcranccbyRanestJahn 
But excuse me, I thought that any half- Prime B b m o n l d  always do what is best for the nation he supposedly leads. I am repeatedly 
assured tlmt a half decent PM would do just that. When do we get one? 



G m . Y  DAEY REPORTS THE -~~ HAFFXMNPYS AROUND NO= 
One interesting observation hns ken on the Yellowwood l ~ ~ o d o ~ p l ~ a o r a  rharfanthma - I have a male tree which has flowered for 

over 10 years. A fiend who lives 3 h away has a female tree which sets viable seed. As far as we know there are no other trees of this 
species in the g& arm. Hmce bccs, or samc other vector has W m d  pollen h m  my specimen to my k i d s .  

I obscrvd u &em Cnlbird take rr ripc seed of u Cocos Palm. The fleshy finit hs also been recorded to be eaten by Grey-headed 
Flying Pox (this h i t  bnl was r c d y  placed on the TSC Act ns 'thrcn~ecl". The Cocos Pnlm is native to South America and is feral in 
nort11e.m lJSW partially h u g h  seed dispersal by thc flying fox but the Catbird too could be involve& as one was also observed to take f i t  
from the ground which had been partially eaten by n flying fox On both occnslans the bird toak the seed some distance into the understorey to 
eat the flesh. 

This was the best & summer season I can remember over the 15 years we have k here, an ideal time to plant out more RF 
species - ran& from palms-d-kies, trees shrubs as well as 8 Angophora costata. I irwsphted fram unsuitable sites several advanced 
specimens during a wet period; nll sam to l w c  tdm incl~ldin~ Flnrm: Trce (3m a), Akania lrrcens (2m), Cuprmiopds newmanii (2m). 

J a n w s  eKtreme hot weather hns bdm its toll - 8 1  3 Acoratvrnfim~gtnmm werc badly burnt. It seems fhat high nltitudc species 
just cannot accept tm~pmh? of 40 d v .  

A current commission is a m e y  Ibr Green and Golden Bell Frogs on the (NSW) far south coast. They were once common but have 
disappeared from many areas probably due ro chytrid fungus. I \ a s  exited to came moss the Small-leaved Fig Ficus obliqua, outside its 
recorded range . I located 2 large trees behind Bung Beach next to I b r m p x j  R d  - a m g e  extension of about 20kms south of its limit (in 
several texts) at Mount Dmmedary, near Tilha Tilba. Although my finds were in an area of mostly cleared farmland it would be worthwhile to 
see if other remnant RF species survive in that district. 

Garry concluded - "You sh3uU r d y  have e-mail for easier c d d a n ;  would you ask RFSG members who has e-mail and 
would prefer to get their NLs via the 'net If 50% have this kility and would prefer the N/L via this mode then it would save a large amount 
of money (printing by you), retyping, collating and posting." ......... Over to the membership - let me know. 

CLARISSA DAVIS TEL;LS OF INCREASING W l K D m  IN A BLOCK 
"We've finally started to plant out same of the RF trees we've had in storage - those that haven't gone bush, 

or died of old age! The guy next door chops his jncfnmda and dk)' ask off at 10' high so I suppose the sight of a red cedar set free could be 
pretly scary. Already some £fogs have taken up resdmcz in the r i a . ~ ~ ~ i p e s  and a m y  Wagtail now visits regularly. Wonder what will be 
next?" 

She did comment on e-mail with "dan't know aborrt saving time due to the distractions to be found on line, besides in our house the 
boys takes up aLl available computer time. I love readmg the N L  and thanlr yon forppiding the 'other side' to issues - great - keep it up." 

BOB IBUCIC IS IMPRESSED WITH TEE l 3 I f 3 3 ~  AT HIS T- @m GUUlEN 
My Clcdendrmfloribunda fhmd well in spring and pmduced loads of the blackbit  surrounded by those red bracts, over 

summer. It attracted a couple of Pig birds to the garden, though the N o j r  miners did not do too well at emuhting them eating the f i t s .  I 
wonder if they will try and learn to eat the Ihgamo Apples (Solanrm aviallare); the Fig birds dan't gage thanselves on the ICangaroo 
Apples. A Pheasant Coucal visited us this~mmning 
they always look odd to me in town, but h e  seen than looking quite at hame in the yard on a m b e r  of occasions. 

I 

TREVOR JUPP ON TBIALS AND -XONS AT NEWCASTIE @SW) 
"Well, the past 12 mnnthr; havennt heen g a d  here, lost a mk of plants limn lack of rain and others from council spraying 

weedkiller on the road verge above ourpmpty. However the weeds are m g m w  so I expect the -plants should survive. 
Was interested in the seed in clay halls idea and wdl try that on the sloping valley wall" (Ed. Let's lrnow the results in due course 

Trev). "Regardug the wire nethg plant eager, I have tried a m b e r  of types and found that they need some support as our resident wombat 
leans on them to reach the contents. Priscilla ' ' ' the wombats have native title with the other animals and birds so we have to share 
with them. Thanks again and c o n ~ t i a n s  on very good NLs." 

THE NICHOLSONS SEEM T O  NEX4i.R HAVE A DULL MOMENT AT TEBANIA CREEK 
(Though as you will read, they are not always at b e . )  Hugh thought we might like to know what they are now up to since 

publication of the fifth in the Australian R F P h t s  series adding that sales have been surprisingly good. "At present Nan and I are working on 
preparing a book for NPWS on the thr* species of upper N.E NSW; there are about 110 plants on the list. NPWS require a description in 
layperson terms plus photographs of each pixies - both habitat and detail shots. We are having a ball tracking them down, tho those where the 
latest record is 30 years old have been diffirHllt We have dnne surprisingly well, with only a few eluding us so far. 

I am finding the challenge of photogmphing plants fiom tall ironbarks to tiny h, in such a way that their distinguishing features 
are shown is exercising all my photographu: skills. It also means we have been escaping from the RF too, as many of the plants are in the dry 
sandstone country or in coastal heaths and swamps. In fact we spent the whole of last thuday wading in swamps and fresh water lakes on the 
Evans Head RAAF bombing range. What a great day! And we were greatly impressed at the condition of the range. There are only 5 
personnel stationed there, and only a small pnrtmn is actnally target area, the bulk of the bombmg range is mare secure than the adjacent 
Bundjalung N.P. Obvious damage could stin be done in theirit-% but we plan to put in a report highhghtmg the importance of the area 
and the need to leave it dime unless far snmespeclfic manapcut pmpose. 

On the home fin* we no longer have the rmmeqj, we are spending quite a bit of time with the chainsaw moving native but non- 
local species. These were planted as stock plants to provide seed for the nursery but now we f i x  their spread or contamination of the national 
park - so out they come. 

We are growing small numbers of trees for use on our regen projects as we d u e  to close in on the lsri pockets of lantana on our 
place. A new and terrible weed has appeared in our area It is Solommt hispidm Giant Devils Fig. It grows tall and strong like a big tobacco 
bush but is covered in tough sharp thorns. Plants chrpped off below ground level, resprout. The birds love the f i t  and are distributing it 
widely. It is declared noxious in Qld but is, so h, mecog.llsed in NSW. On that cheery note I wish you well. Had enough rain?" 
Ed. Thanks Hugh. Yes we have. And. o m  cmhmimt minister is too bnsy p e g  kd harses in NSW NPs to worry about problem 
weeds. He is so busy wearing his other hats af Emexgency Services, Attorney General and I tbink Corrective Senkes that he probably is totally 
unaware of the m y  insidious en ' ' lthreatsbddmguptoafutnrebmkout 
Readas should note that Nan k Hugh neighbomNightcap NP where that 'fossil Odt mas found. It is hearteninj that they are doing their bit to 
ensure maintenance of the biological integrity of the local flora 



L ~ ~ ~ ~ T Q P E Z K  PIDIP WOND- m' RF ??UN'TS V?EEE U!SED IIF O'LITW!XC GABTES BOUQUETS 
Chris is our Perth WA member who travelled to Sydney to attend Games events saying "Sydney is to be congratulated on a vq 

successfd gnmes and for providing a firsl c h s  public bnSPort syskm -my €mmml&tirn was at Penrith, 50 h away and I had no 
problems, file bouquets of Oz f l o ~ m  which Wac m m d d  to w b x s  w e  cx~elht. It mainly put our ytive flora on b e  u p ,  so to 
spe&. I didn't see n list ofwl~ich flowers \vat u d  anrlg~~ess samc W spccies would h v c  been includedL1 
fld, It so happend that ow .wn was RSpDShlc for fie p l d g  and h h b l i n g  for the games services and was actually c-mded 
by mnngement for it? eff~iency. Can't lost 'cm dl, t5m i x ~  the pnblic senice! 

ROBIN WOODS MENTIONS A C m  Ol? PUELLCATIONS TJ- TO REC I TORS 
mob WMQ that she'd be plmsed to h v c  the item OR Sydney arm's r c m t  RI: hduded in our N/L) and ndded '? do f h d  ]B]RAIN (a 

Brisbmc W got~p) *n cmellmt sowcc of info nnd I W V ~  llscd al.Liclc? h l l  i k m  100. I dso stlbs~ribe to Tein M-.omlSs jo- . ~ ~ ~ l ~ g ~ l  
Rcstmtioll' which hns exccllcnt resmc11 articles, as 1 m ncm, in C d f i c a k  of Bus11 Regen and teaching Ecoagy in C d f ,  II and find tllc 
j o d  very useftll." 

She is doing a survey of involvement in r e g d m  projects and ifRFSG members would be interested in contributing to the 
research. If interested, contact Robin at 20 Skyline Rd Mt Tamah 2758 for details. 

BETTY RYMER HBS BEEN BUSY AT - PISIS EOOXING AT SOME S P E m S  OVERSEAS Says "Long 
time s- writing, its nut so cay  keeping tile garden d hnllsc going as I p t  older, however the IUr p h t s  nre die easiest to looking 
good. Was rn cvmuul yenr - a lovely rrjp my son in B n n d m ~  hdfmsia rind to f d y  in &gland; also in and. out of hospibl\via a 
bit of mdidterapy d~ead Despite h k  of rain ha& the tTCi?s afC fF0~hl: wclL .t f s t ~ l y  (7) 1 hnve u nursery opposite so gct a lot of 
their excess water in the ground and down the easement Grevillea baileyolla has m n d d d  gowth but only one spray of flowers this year, but 
fia&1p wnpyaIia flowered wvcIl. Many RF treex and stmhs ce;. Arl.~-, Citriobatirs, etc me currently flowering (Jan). easment 
will sow be a irm-fem gully us t l ~ e  fcms gerrnimk so w i l y  - ~t sure if this is P o d  Ulcy arc not the 10d a. Birdwise, the Brown piseon 
comes daily and must have nested close by. Wanga Pigeon and rhmh~ still and the Little birds love the gully with the tiny pools 
of water - run off fim the nursery's daily watering. A m y s  s ~ ~ l &  mvmg the &ds, gccl ;~~ nnd water dmgm; noisy i~ogs 80 

the pands are Eull of s p n m  I have tiny Japanese mimows in me pand bnt th d p d e s  snrvive well enough. 
h~ Indmsin I was fascinated by R mz they dl ' J ~ m h '  tllat I was shown in the hills above Bandung. There were wall to wall 

nurseries on both side of the road for abolrt 3 miles, k?W intm&ng fruit trees far sale. Jambu were in 
flower and fruiting - obviously M-eaea - fin- 5 & 5 with bts of stamens, finits red and pear ~haped. They were old trees 
with small trunks, been root pruned and toppmd then potted on. So they at h u t  6 - 7 ' high and the fruit is succulent and tasty. 
My fiougltts were of S@@U~I md I belime it could grow in North Qld - h o w  iftlk may be so? There was also a lovely pink 
flowmd form with reddish folinge (could it he Syzigum aqu~m17)  ......... L o h g  ant h CoIinls home I saw rim f~ldq, Durim uees, Jack 
fruit and Mangoes as well as a tree l d y  calied Kemri - sprays of small ~~ and then round fruits about the size of a walnut. Nuts 
come from this fruit and are called hazel -and nsedin mldng. This tree like Candle Nnt Al-tes rnolt~ccana. Could it be7 Just 
wonder if anyone with more tropical -rmght helpme. The most spp- tree, called Cimboyang, was covasd in red flowers, 
with long bean seeds, feathery leaves and hmzs a brilliant red My research found something called Delonir n gida (flmboyant: Gul M h )  
originally from Madagarcar. Any ideas frcnn~eaders? 

enjoy your NA., h d y ,  lots ofgood re* and SO mnch to think about As you see, l'm not ,-mputers. 

JOHN ENGLISH MENTIONS DESTIZ LITITX RAIN -THE n S  DID OK. 
N l h n k  you for the lntest N/L fill ofinterestu% info. h at the way Yam exhcticms from contributors letters seem to bring 

out the fact that they all appear to be 'nice' p p k "  @d Well they are - that'swhytheytake the trouble to tell us all that good stuff.) 
"That is quite a change when yau* of people far whomwe have theutmost cdempt,  like those who made Tenni Qld. 

'Enviroriment' Minista, and put Ironbar Turkey in charge af fmests. ** 
Our lillipillies are thriving a m e k e  had same are setting seed which we sendmainly to Brett O'Donovan at Mmwil,lmb& - 

he took over Terania Creek from Nan and Hngh, with same to Patrick at times. Om ~ 0 l k t i o n  is almost c a m w  but we still can't get the last 
4 species and hope that the RnWs will b v e  them d b k  m a m y .  A h s  in Cairns keeps an eye out for us. A rd llF hut', he 
moved there to study the RF which is so difkmt to o w  loud rcdcm. Par some Y m  he was a tom gnkk ffarJungle Tours' go wos @to do 
what he liked b w  he will soon be g&&ing as a teacher and will no s p r d  the word on the beauty and irnpmtmw of m. 

A dry spring &many trees to.shedall their leaves butthey are c a m  good now after 5 112% last w& (early Feb) , after just 
4'' in January. There was a good set of Mangoes, theywere taming a l q  well the h i t  bats and possums totally cleaned out all but the 
Banana mango wbich set fmit close to the g o d .  They are longnmmd6tS  with a slight b ~ o n r . ~ ~  
** Not to mention appointing the longest Smxbg mnst c-t crook in the Qld police farce -Lewis - to Camrnissianer and as well, giving 
such evil non-person a knighthood. As they say, you can always tell an individual's character by the type of peopLthe associates with. 

John wrote again in early March that he h d  there are floods in NSW but in SH. QLb its been a dry summer only 98mm for Jan and 
191 in Feb, of which 11 lmm was on Feb 1 st ' w t e  that it's e g  home11 e v e  is p ~ h g . "  

JUDITH BRASS APPRECIATES THE MANY SUGGESTIONS ON (=BOUND COVEBS FOB HEX SITE 
"Thanks to everyone who passed an their ideas of useN  me^ species. I have Alocasia brisbanensis, Archontophoenix 

cunninghamiana, Alpinea caemlea, Cordyline mbra, C. petiolan's, Dianella camleo (very slow), Viola hederacea (only sunives near ponds 
and drip lines), Asplenium australmicum (wzypme to srmbrrm) - these are mviv(]~~ from past efforts. Previo1sly tried Adiantum spp., 
Blechnurn cartilegineum, Cyathea sp, Ciymnadochys mv, and Peheafalcata but none mm'bed far very 1- Pteris tremuh looked 
promising but suddenly died one hot, dry day. h ~ a b o d  Solanums as the)' seed profnsely and would cause problems for lawn 
loving neighbours. Tried Carer sp. seed but none g w ,  only bad a few so was unable to with d 8 h x t  techniques. If anyone 
has seed of any Carer species available, I'd like to have another go. Dichondra repens is m g  as a weed &a the Passion fruit vine, so l!U 
try to trnnsplant some in the RF. P r d a  ~ a s c m  is a d % d t  to remove weed in the vegie garden but hasn't colonised RF. Bit wary of 
using Hibbertia scandens; we used to call it Plant' - the ream w~nld be obvions if you miffed the flowers! 

It has finally started to rain here at Ipswich - I sean to have spent most of -the year bthg to keep new plantings and vegetables 
alive. None of the ferns I planted have survived. 



1-mT VhlV ElAEFF ADDS TO TEE ~SCX%SII)N Oh' TZCXXC NIL TOPES 
Piet wrote, - 1 have mcrtily d a & m  a mjor emclicntim project an my property ns u Landcm project. Most 

of tlle uunpl~ors were kilEcd by scm injection oETordon \vhicIl is vcrp effcctivc. Thong11 Roundup can be !xed, die trem sometimes take n long 
time to die nnd often rcslumt, r e q h g  a follow up trentromt. Emdirniion u1Ihout chanids cnn o f m w e  also be achieved as previously 
described in the N/L. It is vcry labour intensive rccltfiring n lot of cfort, hut due to the mnssive c x h t  of llte infeatation Imc, I chose t I ~ e  msy 
way lout; cvcn so il  look me a week to stan iuject ii~c b s . Pnn ofthe cmnphm infested men has bcen fenced ofC to cxclllde stock and will be 
mcgotated with n mixme of natives thut nn: mstly IoculI~r s o m d  M g  assist- llns Been appvcd th- Landcnre. Portunntcly 
mticl~ of Lhc cmnpl~or problem m a  stiU Z~ns Idthy naLive ~egctatian so should regmcmte mtrrmlly, Ulough d i n g  regulnr mwitoring to 
move nny exotic w e d s  that m y  gminote. 

' m e e d  to m u  Yo11 called h r  suggestions, theories tmd expdences on this. My ini~nl planting af RF trees ns lam specimens 
werc imflcctual, Ure trees struggling for n corrplc of y m .  1 soon tired of wen~ing the mower in between plants, put down n layer of 
nctvspepas topped w i t l ~  muldi lw,,.. a 1  wvlut n dif fmce! 'Illase plmts quickly taok off with n heoltlly gloss of green 4 pink grojt~tl~. 
It wasn't long before I 1w.l rr scZi mnlchhg n a d  Rnd h d y  masp in ,  as indicntcd by the extensive incrensc of bird and other Mimal 
species. Tl~e results of mulching mc i m m a e  - it s q p m s e s  wccds, consmes moistnrc a d  provides m~trints. Organic mulch is m essentinl 
co~nlx~nent of wvil(Uife gnrdns - the I m e  Sor insact h n c ,  n for>d s m c  for bird ond nrrimd s p i e s .  TIE decp litter layer in my garden is 
largely altrilmtab1c to tl~e continunnm o fyd lm  robins, fairy rmd scrnb tvrens, a whipbird and thc occasiuurtl visit of a Bmsian thnmh, Mulch 
is nlso impartant for smnll animals sech as i d & ,  especially to hihcannte daring winter mrl ns n pl.lace to deposit t l~ i r  cggs for safe lmtching. 

& ~ A C O V C ~ S ,  Witll regard to fudilll's enquiry, it is impmiant to mk fiat, some RFs we genanlly devoid of groundcovcrs, nnd this 
nbsence is often mnde up by epiphytic gmwli~ an bmnck1w and stems. jnst u deep lnym of tenf litter on the fore,& floor. Some species tlmt I 
have planted I~eneaUl  RF -hen tree.7 I ~ Y C  b,cen very suece%qfrd inmy GImlian m t l ~  NSW mid n d ~  const Tl~ey arc generally tolerant of 
clry conditions but me mudl ikcsh  md 1w.h nficr. rains. Probably tlu: best advice myone an oKer is to observe tlic loco1 naturd 
ecoqpstcm nnd dloosc those spccics tl~nt tlirive or surrivc tlmc. Specics that u t ~ c  done well I~erc, never miercd cvcn in the most severs 
droU@ even thougl~ they prefer inaist canrlitians iactnde - A u s i r ~ ~ . ~  dulcis, Curcunu arr.rh.rrlaricu, Dogtmf!;cs ercelsa, D. palprcri, 
GrupiopI:yll~tnt tliol-qoodii, Alocasia n;au~orrlriul, LoLelia n.igol~arnelis, Lolnandm slrp.., Alpin- camr/ccr, Krqwigid ntttlizyoro, Violn 
I~cderaccrrca, Plectra:~ r1:rrs gravco~~tzs, Dianella cacmlcu, Polliu c r i s ~ t u ,  rmd the C a  Doorlia media, Pcllaeafnlculu, Rltcht~urn 
carhAlugineunr, Aspicoilmnt nus tmah im.  V k  and creepers may dsa k suitable - try Gmn vine Apka~zopctaltrv~ rcsi~~os~rrn, rrniling Guinen 
flowcr IJihbertia rlrmtafa, sweet jasnrinedmnhlmr &s.nLmrn~, dusky m 1  p a  Kemredia rubinmda, Wonga vme Pandoreapadornna, bower 
vine P. jasminoides. " 

23FT YLTES ALVAYS RIA MUCH OF IN'hWST TO PASS ON 
1 have b m  a bit remiss in p n b n ~ s  c a m q d c n c e  nsde fir some time, so I s h d c l  make amends and tell you of some of his 

activities. Don, too, is mt a fan of some who previonsry c & o W  Qld's. desliny bnt I won't go into this at present). 
''Whilst r ~ ~ g  the Border Ranges llistoric account for lk N L  ii strnck me nnt one of the mjor totnristsrientated 

ecological attractions in the whole of Dz was voltmtury cmkd by c govemmenL E d 1  nnd e v q  one of b e  special plaas was forced onto 
them by long, costly actions by enl -ds ts ,  and all ofthem h v e  pmed Zo bc more cosl efI'ectivc md sustainable - not to mention thc 
benefits to Dora and fauna - tlm any ofthe proposed gm- depdopmsut plans ...... which l& to the question to which everyone ho\w 
the m m s  %ow come we pny so much rmcy to poli- who amtat d& the simplest of ecrmnrnic decisiom? 

The River I - I d  KF restmation program still scans to be gaing nlmd rlesprte a w g  Aboriginal lnnd rights 
claim, inciuding Fraser Island. Fortunntcly dl W e s  itlvolved in this fiction agree thnt prcsmi11g hnbitat is an important objective so we don't 

foresee delays to field work. 
At tlle moment (mly  Feb) we m n%e.hbg the best d l  for aver 12 xmnths; thaugh it is sweeping away m y  tadpoles fiom 

small p d s  md cmtajners but will no h M  mmmge qrrick ql-ts. It will &c me the frrst break from watering, for maybe a cpople 
of wecks, for nearly n yentaow. Strangely, thc only plant I lost was iinm overwaterhr& I forgot to shift the dlage  overflow pipc fim around 
an Austrovflrrs dufcis (Midyim) which m b c d  to l l ~  lau~lw d." (Ed Couvcrsation with Don 5 weeks l**m found that it had not 
rnined there sincc that time and be is again thxl down ta cmtnrrtwa2ermg. 

" T h k s  for your help in my NIL. articles and thc npprecintian ghm Inotiuz yon wwe given smne well dmmd p S s e  in 
f i ~ ~  Plants' which rather shows t l~e NIL md your hvolvmmt in its prrblication is smncthing to be proud of - and 1opeMly copied by 
otriers. Tfte very lnsl d c l e  in N/L 51, a h u l  o m  of Qld. land {from One Narions 'Update' magazine) is rather frightening and would 
enwe that they gct a lot of votes at t k  farthcamixlg elcctirn~" (the)? certaidy did), "if fornotliing more but to help h k  up the large corn~pt 
pttrties who still don? understnnd what t l ~  p p l e  really wanF" (That happened too!) 

MEMDERS AFTER !BED OF NOT EASEY AVAILABIE 
Gsny Daly ashs "if my mmbcr I=, or c w l d  get hold of seed of BmcfgeI~iton mrstmIis l'd uppmhtc some to grow on. There is one 

l n ~ e  specbm near the C m b n v m  Rcl but it appears loo shy to CruiL I am imprcsscd will1 t l~c I r e s  coIumnar, p e e n  hulk," 
Judith Brass mmiioned lack of success with gmuim6an of Carex but d d  like to try some of the setlgcs if1 her Ipswich garden. 

She wouId appreciate seed. of some of W m n - m q m t  s p i e s  lime. f q e t  Mnllmnbjmby Cou* but the other C y p m  spp and Cam should 
be OK. 111 look for same Gnlmia seed md be ovmWed IfJ11di111 does m m g  to germinate these diflicult specics. Do my of our renders 11zve 
suggestions on how to swmd with these smrr-sedges7 

IF 

SOME OllTSTANDING QUQUES THAT MAY RAVE TIEEN OVEllLOOKED 
From d l 5  1 - Mark Zcl-rcll m k d  wlrether a J q c  trn\xmtd C&mphInmel could be retarded, or eventually killed by one of the 

Sttandm Figs. Haa myom tried this idea 7 
Queries in dl 50. Jan Wilton had traubles with tho= little grubs @setle lmae?) that- g&ng stack into his Emmmospema 

alpfritonioides and dl& for suggedrns on denling with the problem. Pmhnps tllis is the little stan-girdling mb which does SO mcll  damage 
to Macadamia twiy nnd hnc1les7 

Riil Avesy ask& how cnn yon tell thc between seedlw or small plrmts of the three Doryrmthes - excelsa, larkenii and 
pulnrcn'. He feels tlmc may be only subtle distinctions mkmg idmtklication of jnvcnile plants diEcult 

It is alwnys ,good to lmve sane respmcs to rnernbas \%%o go to ~ 5 e  trouble of risking for assistnnce throli&h these pages. 
L 

My thanks to everyone who has contributed to this issue 



WSmRN SYDNEY DRY ~ O ~ S T  AND !ZUBTROPI@AL RAINFOREST 
Rwrttly, tl~e NSW Scientific Comaittee, established under the Threshed Species Conservation Act, made its final dcterminntion to 

list Western Sydney Dry Rainforest as an Endangered Ecological Comunity. (March 2000). This places it into the same context as 
Cumberland Plaixl Woodhid, which is now hopefully, being less h-eatenzd by accelerating rates of clearing, and in some cases, undergoing 
mwvery h m  rlcgrnding pmcess&. 

Western Sydney Dq Eninforest (WSDR), has a parlicuhr msernblage of plant species, occurs in local government arms of Camden, 
principally near Cobbity, Wollondilly ( h a r b c c k  Rnn~e) , Fnirfield ( Pairfield City Fmm), Hnwh-csbury ( s c o t t d  patches supgas Redbank 
Creek wen, &ose Vale). and DauUdmm Hills (including Cetki National Park). 11 is rypicnlly associokd with gullies and sl~edcred slopcs OF 
filly, relativciy steep sections of the g w a l l y  elcvntcd Ctmbcrland plain. Soils are clay soils on Wiammttn shale. The mi6fa~ is usudly low 
for rainforest development (600-1 1 Oflm but variabic], with a markedly dry spring. Floyd, (1990) dcsctibes dry rainfor generally as follows: 
"mcrc  re two me stmta,,tfie uppcr being or scnrtcred mergents ... Ule lower strata is R dense d l  layer which may f oritnin 10-30 species. 
Leaves or leanets art: cham~tKi&dly  h r d  and small, commonly ~ d c r  7.5 cm long. Woody vines are very cortun~d, as nlay also be stranglers. 
Other mpical features wc11 us plank bullressing, palms anrl largc epipllytcs arc m. Tlim is n well devdopedpckly shrub layer and a very 
sparse Zrerbnccous ground cover, "Subh-npical RmrorEst by compnrison is quitc vnrioblc in its compo~ition~nxid is ,cI~mcteriz.cd by higll 
~~mchuul md floristic diversity. 'Floyd describes it in gcncrnl t m s  LIS follows: 
"Subtropical rainforest is t l ~ e  most complcs raiuforcsl aibfmnlion in NSW, ompying wann futile 3% d' s with high minfn11. This tall rainfarest 
consists of two or thim strata of trees fnrming n bi l la ing  mthm men m p y .  Most species Whit compound leaves with entire leaves or 
Ieaflcts mmc thnn 7.Sm lag. ShangJers, palm, plnnk buttressing, lmgc epiphytes, anrl woody viuks nrc chmctcristic fentures. Tfie ground 
layer consists of I n r p l u l v d  herbs ond f'nns. L i W  minfma is h i v e d  frmn this subformatiah, but nlso contnins some representatives G.om 
file dry rainforest subformntion, all zvit!&thc ability lo !vifl~~ta~ld hie11 levels nf airborne salt." i 

~ccordhg to Mills and Jamb (I905), " ' m c t ~ l l y  aad flaristidly, s t d  of ~~16.dpicd minforest vnry according to 
smlogy, altitude and expos~rc to dricr aspeeis fir swm uends, including coastal influnces". SubLropical aad & &ores& often occur 
adjacenl to , and intergri~de with ench other md othm segctntion communities. 

Wiy docs IVSDR nccd tlus listing? Both StlbtTopical and Dry ninfarest am of considerable cmsuvntion zignif~mce, due to the 
small, h p e n t c d  and isolated nahue ofrmmmt.s, their floristic nniqueness, anrl the J q e  pruprtion of sifpificmt plant species (including 
TSC Act, ROTRP. and regionally rarc and sprnim, whicr1 occur in xhis comm~rnily (Uf3BS ,1987). Rt..spite there being n few lurger 
ex* remnants, most subagicr~l aad dry d a r e s f  ~.emnnnts we s d l  in size { a p p x .  1-3 h}, m h g  them vulnerable to genetic isolation 
and n suite of o k  d m & g  proccsscs. Existing remnrmts me scnitcred mos€Iy m private land, and most hw been subject to considerable 
(IisMance associated lvith edge effmts of fia3gnmtotio~~, urban and d , & v c l o p m ~ ,  These include : siltation; urban runoff 
md high nutrient loads; ' i ~ d  b ~ # a s h , [  pxticulzrly 1k~:ntw Mvct, tZiiicrrn QLive, and wondering jm); fire (irmased frre frequencies, 
purticularly on the edgS); phnt collection; trampling by catlb and o k  stock cI&g for ngridlme; clearing for service corridors; 
n p i d t u r a l  activities such as "tidying np", W i n g  and.pzi.ng; mhmg I ixtdwkial ~wistc dumping, particularly coal wash. 

h view of thc smnll she of existing remnnnis, the tl~li6l'fL1m and disturbnncc, the Scimtific Committee took thc 
apinim that WSDR in the Sydney Basin Bioregim is likely lo baame extinct iu mtm ~mlcss hctors threntming its survival m evolutimmy 
development cease to operate . I 

s m -&7y are natmally restricted to sheltered slopes, &st gullies and 
riverflats of the Hawkesbury-Nepean River system, inmmbf I~ghrmit~fulI  and an richer soils ( W B S ,  1997). The UBBS notes that: "it 
seems probable that a rainforest carridor anceexisted along the allwial flats of the Hawkesbq-Nepean River, in adjacent sandstone gullies 
and creek systems and on fertile uplands, h b g  the Jqmmdat areas of Gosfardl Wyang and the Illawana. Small patches of dry 
rainforest may have occurred in suitable sites finthm c n d w ~ d  on hpumberland Plam associated with the Picton soil landscape." 

The western Sydney cmuni t i es  have a clasd-fnrwt, low olosed-forest ar low thicket-like structure, and occur in hilly areas on the 
edge of the Cumberland plain, or on lower of sandstone p-, o h  above nvers or creeks. 

The Hawkesbury Rainfarest Network has heen observing d dmcntirrg species assaciated with these rainforests on private 
properties at the foothills af Kurrajang , ,'Vale, and in snmeplaces dwg Lower PartlaDd and Ebenezer. A Council Reserve an Redbank 
Creek at Narth Richmond also has pockets afmhfmst  m f o ~ m b  to WSDR desznphm. 

Native Vegetation Maps of the C m M m d  Plain of Western Sydn&prod~ced by N P and W S this yen set out to rectify limits of 
previous maps by W i e r  defhng vegetatian communities, and using fine scale amid phtogaphu: in t cp reh t iml .  This will help resolve 
ongoing issues relating to the classificatinn and description of c~mmrmities on h Cmnbmland plan. The aims of the mapping project were to 
- map all remnant vegetation greater than 0Sha in size (wittun the Ctrmhaland Plain ); provide large scale (125 000) published maps of all 
vegetation mapped by the project provide , g g  cerhmty and rigonr to the &mpentnl impact assessment process through consistent, 
region-wide mapping and provide sufficient informatian to guide the identificatian of  corc and complimmtfuy urnmation areas. 

At present, in& maps have beenproduced in which WSDR is shorn anly ns unclassified, non -edyp t  veg communities for 
Hawkesbu~y LGA. Much of the area where it is expected to occur 1s so k n o t  classified dne to the limitations of aerial photo interpretation and 
modelhg the communities with available data 

There is therefore a needformnrckld vesifimtion especially of rare ar slgnificant'vegdahm Comments have been sought by 
NP&WS as part of the mapping process, which is expected to undergo fb-hrrefining as part of the recovery plan for Cumberland Plain 
Endnngered Ecological C~mrmuf&ies. Cauncils will be expected to apply cansistenf criteria to id&.@ or verQ coxmaunities that 
may be impacted upon by development proposals. To assist with this process, each Conncil has maps and infomation digitised on CD which 
gives more detail about the vegetation foreachmrpped area, which then could be applied to individual properties, and landuses. SatelIite 
updating and maintamme of Council recards will hopefully give a fdla picture af exktmg bushland, and assist property owners in 
maintaining it appropriately, 

a 4 , , A composite species list cornfled fkomFloyd(1990), Mills and Jakeman (1995), and UBBS 
(1997), which coniains species characteristic of subhqical and dryrainfarest is provided below. (nnderlikd names are tree and shrub species 
recorded for our area: with the uossibilitv of omissians) 1 

Main canopy species.may-include : F- spp. (Ficus rubiginosa, F q m b a  var hennemm, F oblique, Fmacrbpirylla, F coronata, F superba), 
Dendrocidne excelsa, Toona ciliata. Alectryan subcinereus, Doryphora sassafras, Streblus brunonianus, BmelycItiron discolor. Other 
common larger tree species are Podocmpus excelsus, Dwe tes  aaurtrolasica, Melio m h m c h ,  T m  ciliata, AfpJtitonfu ercelsa, Alectryon 
subcinereus, Mallotus phillipensis. Associated canopy and subcanopy species may include: Planchonella austmlis, Baloghia inophylla, 
Bmchychiton acenzolius, Citronella moorei, Permantia curminghamii, Elaeocaps knlm'i, Acronychia oblmgr~olia, Dioqwos austmlis, 
Cassine ausbnlis, Geijera Intifolia, Crotan verrarm'i, Melicope rnimcocca, Acaciaimplexa, Melaleuca stypholioides, Acmwta smithii, 




