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' Globalisation aims for a one-world economy. Tt will likely achieve another result - a one-wt rld ecology. '

WE SHOULD HAVE GREAT FEARS FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR PLANET EARTH

Those recent events, so well and continually reported, have elevated mans steady assault on the planets ecology and no doubt its basic
life sustaining systems, to a frenzy of destruction. Or so it appears. It seems utler madness to bomb into oblivion some of the crudest villages in
one of the poorest nations on Earth, together with their innocent inhabitants, then to move on to destroying the few wooded remnants of that
country because they may well conceal defensive weapons. One could go on about the world's greatest democracy with its corrupted electoral
system, its Christian values (like right to life groups who harass and murder people they disagree with), and its degree of civilisation
(coincidentally the only western nation that executes wrongdoers, usually black). That nation seems to have some deity-driven impetus to
completely alter whatever natural systems that have survived a few thousand years of civilisation and human expansion into almost every region
of the world. Its initial method was through the plunder of any, even marginal valued resource, by a system of materialism, over consumption
and economic strategy that virtually compelled every other society to fall into line. This has apparently been too slow so it devised a series of
horrendous weapons and chemicals to accentuate its assault - powerful explosives, nuclear weapons, 'flame-throwers', napalm, chemical
defoliants to destroy extensive tropical forests, depleted uranium contaminants and so on. )

Closer to home we have an election imminent and it seems (hat our current government could be rewarded for the inept management of
so many facets of its administration, total lack of compassion, ministerial incompetence and even rorting, misleading of the electorate over GST,
environmental ignorance and other economic and guality of life issues, the amazing breaking 'commitments' into 'core’ and ‘non-core'. Many will
argue that a Labor administration would bﬁﬂfl'ch better, but it would be impossible for them to be worse. )

We need a party to look after the environment anyway. Both major parties too oflen seem to be merely doing the bidding of rich and
powerful individuals and big business, the Democrats once the great hope for sustainability, environment and quality of life are represented by
radical conservatives' whatever that means, and they have become a high immigration party as well. Bob Green of the Browns Party was also a
champion of the environment, especially of the forests but he now is making a lot more running by urging compassion and the taking in of the
wretched illegal immigrants or asylum seekers, depending on your point of view. One Nation will no doubt devise an environmental policy once
they discover what environment is. Who to vote for, eh 7

Group Annual Report and Financial Summary

Four newsletters were produced with much of the content provided by the members - contributions varied from garden descriptions,
environmental and conservation reports, nature studies and Don's excellent series recounting some important conflicts between short sighted
destructive 'development' proposals and opponents wishing to protect vital natural ecosystems. I do value the input of material that people
consider of specific or general interest to the membership.

I acknowledge with thanks the assistance of Patrick Bennett in his diligence in maintaining our seed bank; Joe Beskin for supplying
address labels for each N/L; Peter Jurd for his organising of appropriate activities for Brisbane area members until declining involvement led to
the decision to (perhaps temporarily) suspend such oulings.

APS /SGAP regions have continued to send their journals or newsletters for us so to keep in touch with happenings in their area and so
that I can pass on relevant matters via these pages. (Alas, space constraints prevent noting everything of interest.) As well, kindred
organisations exchange N/Ls with us and they too are a source of information and valuable reference material for our library.

The Year's accounting.

Income $ Expenditure $ Membership -
Subscriptions 915 Printing and Stationery 719 Currently at 168, a small decrease
Donations 95 Postage and Phone 362 over the year.
Bank Interest __ 2 __ Taxes 4
1012 1085
Balance B/F $661 Balance C/F $588

Donations increased this year - a number of people included extra with their subs to assist with the increased N/L costs. This has enabled our
more than reasonable $5 p.a. fee to be maintained for the coming year.

WE WELCOME A NEW MEMBER TO OUR RANKS

It is good to greet John Hynes of Dunbogan, a delightful spot near port Macquarie. John is a volunteer guide at Sea Acres RI Nature
Reserve and mentioned that he enjoyed reading January's RFSG N/L adding 'And you need not worry, there is nothing wrong with your sense of
humour'. Thank you John, I sometimes wonder whether it is ever noticed. Your cheque is in the mail!

SPECIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK

Ailanthus triphysa  Alphitonea petriei  Alpinea caerulea  Araucaria cunninghamii  Cassia acclinis  Cassia brewsteri Cassia
odovata  Darlingia Darlingiana  Elaeoacarpus grandis  Hymenosporum flavum Melicope elleryana  Pandorea jasminoides
Rhodosphaera vhodanthema  Toona ciliata  Turraea pubescens. Which is exactly the same as in July. Nothing in, little out. Patrick says a
lot of seed has been there a good while so it may not be viable - need someone (o test it Requests to Patrick Bennett 20 Belmore Crt Pine
Mountain Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please.
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DEAN PRYKE DESCRIBES HIS DALE ST. BURRAWANG (NSW) URBAN GARDEN
Welcome to Uie NSW Southern Highlands - at nearly a kilometre altitude, this glorious area is a combination of rich farrnlands,

English-style pubs, haunted gothic houses, a cool climate and cool temperate, scented Highland RTs. )
My cottage, built in 1995, sits on a residential block with a street frontage of 15m and 60m deep, in the village of Burrawang. The
liouse was built by Handcrafted Homes, & Blue Mountains company. The front of the block faces N- NE; at the rear there is a 1 meter high

rampart topped with two enormous Brown Barrel (Euwcalyptus fastigata) trees which are over 30m high. .
1enced enrly 1995 along the block's eastern boundary in a strip about 2m wide along the neighbouring colorbond

RF plantings comn
fence and designed to create a thick, low-canopy, dense RT hedgerow lo sereen out the awful adjacent property which has piles of rubbish, rusty
prams, derelict Hills hoist, and shanties like a third world slum - as ugly as a colostomy bag in a darts final, and with a load of Tradescantia
albiflora (Wandering Jew) for good measure. The owners of that property, similarly, are anti-RF and anti-nature: in general with numerous
complaints directed against my boundary plantings and are about as welcome as 'a fa-t in a spacesuit'.. They moved in after I bought the land
and having a neighbour like that sure can grind the soles off' a keen rninforester like myself. All the same, the RF hedgerow is now really
taking shape.

’ ‘{)’Vhen the plantings started, frosts were a problem for the first two years but subsequently the plants didn't look back. That hedgerow
is a dense mixture of Coachwood, Blueberry Ash, Pittosporum undulatum, Acmena smithii, Syzigivm paniculatum, Eueryphia moorei, E.
Iucida, Livistona australis, Backhousia myrtifolia, Melia azedarach plus a few self-set Brown Barrels and Banksias. Assisting in thickening
up that RF are a number of huge Solanum aviculare (Kangaroo Apples) also self-set, Earlier this year I widened this section by adding
Syzigiuh oleosum, Birds-nest ferns, and more Coachwoods; the original plants have formed a canopy up to 2m high now and already a
Bowerbird has beer nesting there. I've put green growbags around the new plants with a chicken wire containment around each to see if this
can avoid any frost damage this winter. I've added some Alectryon subcinerius 1o another R section on the opposite side of the block - this
section on my western boundary is smaller as I'm including a woodshed and a geodic dome here.

Al the rear of the land, under the two enormous Brown Barrels, I'm growing a R understorey which is to be dominated by
Coachwood. All the trees here are doing wonderfully under the protection of the Eucs, the trees are all heading towards 2 metres high. They
include Brown Beech Pennantia cunninghamii, Polyosma cunninghamii, Bangalow Palm Archontophoenix cunninghamiana, (a lot of
Cunninhams here, isn't there) Bastard Rosewood Synoum glandulosum, Blueberry Ash Elaeocarpus reficulatus, Doryphora sassafras,
Pittosporum undulatum, Pisonia umbellifera, Eupomatia laurina, Tiiens rubiginosa, Cassine australis, Livistona australis, all amongst about
50 tubestock of Coachwood Ceratopetalum apetalum which are growing well. Others now well established here include Alectryon subcinerius,
Tasmannia insipida, Syzigiun paniculatum, . oleosum, Ficus coronata, Tristaniopsis laurina, Podocarpus elata, Omalanthus populifolius and
Illawarra Flame Tree Brachychiton acerifolium. Some Pittosporum tenuifolium, a New Zealand species, has self-set here - not sure of what to
do with this yet. I've left an English Hawthorn but got rid of all the other exotic weeds such as privet, English holly, cherry laurel, camphor
laurel, that rotten Ivy and Tradescantia. Some local twiners have self-set near a Hedycarya angustifolia (Native Holly) - Eustrephus latifolius,
Geitnoplesium, Smilax australis plus Dichondra repens.

I've installed one of those Envirocycle-type sewer systems which pumps out processed dunny-water onto a section of the back RF and
those plants near the sewer sprinkler outlet are absolutely going berserkl So anyone who has one of thege systems on their property would be
able to grow warm temperate RF (or for that matter, any type of RT) as easy as winking| There are some beautiful ferns now growing in the
back block including Pellaea falcata, Doodia aspera, Blechnum nudum, Adiantum formosum,and 3 lovely treeferns Dicksonia antareticd, all
going extremely well considering that they were sold at Woollies as wrecks six months ago. They had no new croziets and T didn't think they'd
recover but they did, and wonderfully. A number of Birds-nest Ferns are also growing well; these came out of the road drains in Matson
Crescent (the family Sydney home). So many ferns grow in drains here at Yowie Bay - I occasionally go and mine them all and then grow them
on, with quite amazing success (00. Half the RF I've got came out of Council drains in the Sutherland Shirel

I've put a loop garden path through the back RF which is simply recycled hardwood timber, all cut to 80cm long, creosoted, allowed
to set then simply hammered into the forest floor using a hammer and a spirit level. Am planning & small timber bridge on the walk to pass
over a 40cm deep gully that will be planted up with ferns as densely as possible.

A brief geological background to this district- the local rock is Robertson Basalt, geologically fairly recent (16 million years old),
having erupted out and covering the original Hawkesbury Sandstone plateau like icing on a layer cake. This is why when one observes the
escarpment from the bottom of Macquarie Pass, you can see the plateau is overtopped by farmland, thus indicating that there is a cover of
obviously fertile soil. It is just about impossible to grow food on Hawkesbury sandstone and had it not been for the basalt eruptions the whole
of the NSW Southern Highlands would have beert only a high, swampy plateau similar to Barren Grounds and Maddens Plains. Maddens
Plains are the Hawkesbury sandstone mountain tops behind Bulli and Wollongong's northern suburbs.

[ was fortunate in having Easter off work this year (first time in a decade) and so was able to attend the annual Burrawang market in
the main street; picking up Doodia aspera and Syzigium oleosum at a reasonable price too. As well as speaking to RFSG member Helen
Tranter who had a stall at the market, I met a lady wlto has referred our Group to another Burrawang resident who is a RF enthusiast who will
no doubt soon be in touch with you. '

By the way, the Matson RF is still fine, and a neighbour has added more RF species to the garden of his heritage home.

GARRY DALY IS CONTINUING RESTORATION OF HIS CAMBEWARRA (NOWRA) BLOCK

He covered many interesting aspects of the south coast area, both in writing and during conversation. They've had sufficient rain
there throughout winter and this has given him the opportunity to get some advanced plants into the ground - 6 species of Eucs., and over 30
RFspecies, I notice on his list 6 Syzigium spp. alone. Garry would have several hundred different species in, I svppose, numbers of each vary of
course. He realises that space prevents much detail being given here but offers readers a complete planting list ty contacting him on the 'net at
gaiaresearch@shoal.net.au.

He says "There is a disturbing trend in our region. Lerps have been around on coastal Blackbutts for many years, infestations being
most noticeable jn plants growing beside roads. 1 presume the exhaust fumes have impacted on these plants and allowed the lerps to take hold.
However, in the last 5 years the degree of infestation has become more pronounced and more widespread. I noticed young vigorous lllawarra
Blue Gums Eucalyptus botryiodes X saligna being heavily infected in Kangaroo Valley, then it spread to the southern side of Cambewarra
Mountain, Now the lerps have spread around the valley onto our place. The trees in the entire valley show significant signs of leaf loss and
lagge areas of the remaining photosynthetic portions of the remaining leaves eaten out by the insects. ' B

The unseasonably warm and wet winter/spring has prompted species to flower out of season, e.g. Turpentine, Silvertop Ash and some
Spotted Gums were out in Sepl. Also heard a Cgannel-billed Cuckoo the other night (Oct 5th) - they usually arrive late November. Other birds
have bred early, Magpies and masked lapwing have fledglings now. Iwonder if this is the real start to greenhouse warming."
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PIET VAN HALEFF DETAILS THE HISTORY OF HIS LXTENSIVE GARDEN AND ADJACENT BUSH

"You would be pleased to know that a Conservation Agreement has finally been completed for our property. We have almost
completed fencing off 2 1/4 km of waterways 1o exclude stock and have set up alternative watering points for the cattle. We received funding
assistance and encouragement from Dept. of Land and Water Conservation, Landcare, Natural Heritage Trust and our local Hastings Council.
Some areas that were weed infested or just overcleared have been regenerated and planted back to native vegetation, over 4,000 trees were
planted and are now well established.

. The garden was open to the public last October through the Oz Open garden Scheme, resulting in just over $2,000 in entry fees.
Much of this went back to the Scheme organisation to cover cost of advertising and administration but I was able to donate the remaining $450
towards Birds Australia's Endangered Species Appeal. The local branch of the National Parks Assn. also benefited, making several hundred
dollars from the sale of morning teas and light lunches. A very pleasing and rewarding resuit,

The Qld Tree Waratah (Oreacallis wickhamii, what's its new name currently?) was in full bloom at the time and attracted much
interest and admiration. One lady, a visitor from Atherton Tablelands where these trees grow naturally, claimed it looked more impressive than
any she had seen in her own region. Prior to the Open weekend I cut down 3 well established Cocos Palms which were inadvertently planted in
our early days here. No doubt readers are aware of their potential as an 'environmental weed",

Enclosed is a leaflet containing a bit of garden background handed out to visitors. It reads - "Tullamore' Garden.............Although
the house was built in the 1930's, when I came here in 1985 there was no garden to speak of, except for 2 silky oaks, 2 canary island date
palms, a cluster of camphor laurels and very little else except lawn, The creation of a food garden was the first priarity and it wasn't long
before the vegie patch was established and in full production. A newly built pergola on the north western sided of the house was soon blocking
out the hot summer sun and groaning with the weight of kiwi fruit. A variety of fruit trees - citrus, lychee, persimmon, plus Macadamia and
pecan nuts were also planted in our early days and are now providing food throughout the year. After the establishment of the food garden,
plantings were soméwhat limited due to lack of funds and work commitments. In 1990 some of the grassed areas around the house were turned
into gardens of trees which were later underplanted with shrubs and ferns. A paddock strewn with rocks hindered agricultural production and
maintenance, so these were subsequently collected and used to build retaining walls and steps, or simply placed amongst plants. These lichen
and moss-covered treasures add a timeless quality to the garden. It is a wild garden where the overall effect is bised on the imitation of nature,
It is not a garden where masses of flowers stand in neat rows, displaying bright colours; this garden is more dependent on variations of foliage
and the varied textures, patterns and lichens on tree stems. Once the plants are established they are never water:d - even in the most serious
drought. It is sad to see the amount of water which is wasted through unnecessary watering, There are few casualties in a well-mulched
garden. Most of the trees are from the Australian rainforest or deciduous, so are naturally fire-resistant and actually create a natural barrier,
deflecting fire away from the house.......

On the southern side of the house is a small open field sometimes grazed by stock, and dotted with pecan trees and native Hoop
Pines. Across this fenced paddock, a gate offers an invitation to enter the inner sanctum of a remnant native forest. This was fenced to exclude
cattle in 1992, and after removal of privet and blackberries the existing native trees were underplanted with Bangalow palms and various RF
species. A vast array of staghorn, elkhorn and Bird's nest ferns collected from other parts of the property were attached to tree trunks and rocks.
Trees were strategically planted to form corridors to the nearby bushland thereby extending an invitation to native birds and animals so that we
can enjoy their antics and glorious song. The planting of too many nectar-producing shrubs has been avoided to discourage "take-over" by
aggressive honeyeaters such as noisy miners and wattlebirds which drive away smaller bird species. Native animals get hungry too and the
possums, bandicoots, sugar gliders and wallabies cannot resist helping themselves to home-grown produce. When the male Satin Bower bird
built his bower alongside the vegie patch, I knew that if T was to go on producing vegetables and berries, I would have to build an enclosure to
exclude the local birds and animals. The wire netting still allows access to small insectivorous birds.

In 1995 the garden was extended to incorporate an area of landslip, caused by the lack of soil binding roots of trees above a roadside
cutting. This unstable site was planted with Callistemon and Melaleucas which have extensive root systems, ideal for binding the soil. Behind
this frontline of trees, paths and rockwalls were established and a wide selection of trees planted. : A

Beyond the garden and into the open paddock below the house, various native species have been planted for shade, and introduced
deciduous trees planted to capture the spirit of the seasons, especially autumn. A gateway takes you alongside a dam, partly fenced off to
exclude stock in 1988.. Water gums were planted to stabilise the banks of the river, back in 1994. Native and exotic trees were planted on the
higher banks to provide shade near a beaut swimming hole which is also favoured by Platypus. More than 3,000 trees have been planted where
overclearing had been previously carried out. This was achieved with the assistance of Landcare funding,

The native vegetation that is growing on the property is being preserved - a walking trail has been constructed and passes through a
diverse range of natural ecosystems." :

EVAN WEATHERHEAD HAS SOME BRIEF COMMENTS ON GROWING RF PLANTS

My health is much improved now after a Gall Bladder operation, so I'm back into the fray again. Have been busy in my spare time
over the past 10 days putting garden refuse through the shredder and so far have a stockpile of about 2 cubic metres of mulch ready.

The gardens RF area is growing well with some trees towering between 20 and 40 feet high. There are approx 50 species in the
ground plus over 50 more in pots; not bad for a small block of land. Even though it is winter, propagation results are pleasing with more than
20 species thriving in a glass house or under a cold frame. No result as yet from seed obtained during a stay on Norfolk Island, though from
past experiences still plenty of time for much of this to germinate,

Interesting to read about the Yellowood Rhodosphaera rhodanthema; my one flowers magnificently each year and I often wondered
why it never sets seed, not realising there were male and female trees. By the way, it was the fastest growing RF species of all that I have
planted - it has had to be pruned (with the chainsaw) twice in the past 5 years as it had shaded out the bush house.

IAN DYER IS ESTABLISHING A NEW RF GARDEN FROM SCRATCH

Last year we moved into a new house, just out of Bundaberg and started a garden more or less from scratch, again| Rainfall forecasts
were for a wet summer so I planted several hundred plants before Xmas. Alas, we received less than half even ‘normal' rain forcing constant
hand watering for over 6 months. Not surprisingly the hardier local species such as Flindersia, Jagera, Tuckeroos and Figs have done the best
on survival rations,

Our soil is sand, which doesn't help during dry times, but a sand spear is an option for extra water when {inances are available, Other
species planted here include Syzigiums (several varieties), Podocarpus, Elaeocarpus, Cryptocaria, Randia, Neolitsea, Metrosideros,
Davidsonia, Araucaria, Harpullia, Aleurites, Endiandra, Cananga, Cassia, Backhousia, Mischocarpus, Stenocarpus, Macadamia,
Diploglottis, Aeronyehia, Breynia, Cupaniopsis, Graptophyllum and Grevillea.
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Hoping for a wet summer this year! Keep up the good work and thanks once again for your efforts with the N/L. Always enjoy
reading it.

BIG CHANGIS TFOR DON O'GORMAN AND L1Z HAYLOCK AT MELBOURNE

They wrote that Liz has just completed her Masters of Environmental Science with great results; a lot of hard work but got a lot out of
the course, found it personally rewarding and hopes to work in a related field in the near future. Despite getting their garden well established,
they found the travel to work getting fo them and decided to move closer to the CBD. They bought a slightly smaller and older house at East
Doncaster and look forward to redncing car use and thus make a small contribution to Greenhouse reduction as there is a reliable bus service to
town, within casy walking distance. It has been a wrench leaving their Boronia property but were pleased that the buyers liked the garden there
and they hope that the owners will retain at least some of it. The new place has a good sized block which is fairly flat and is presently mainly
grass so they have lots of scope for establishing a new garden. As well as putting in their R favourites and a wide range of local indigenous
species, a good sized vegie garden will be set up, maybe a couple of chooks to help it along. A grey water recycling system will be installed
(Ed. which I gather will be very handy as Melbourne secms to be perennially short of water. The powers that be still want & greater population
though.) They send their best wishes to all RFSG members. (No doubt we all extend our best wishes for a happy future at the new location)

CLAIRE SHACKEL FINDS IT DIFFICULT WITH THE LOCAL BIG FOOTLD BIRDS
Like Ian further north, Claire too has been short of rainfall saying - We live on a suburban block on the side of Mt. Gravatt and
garden with the help of a large number of Scrub Turkeys. Hence valued plants stay in pots and the garden arca is covered with palm fronds,
ete; nothing is mulched - just placed on the garden in as big a piece as possible. I have been growing 2 Trochocarna laurina in self watering
pots for 5 or 6 years now, this year they both flowered very well and st a large quantity of fruits which I have planted. Time will tell if the
seed is viable.

Though I was unable to support Peter Jurd and the Brisbane meetings I do enjoy the N/L as it is good to know what other RF people
are doing.

ALEX PALMER FEARS HIS URBAN RF IS ALMOST OUT OF CONTROL _

Sydney members visited Alex and Mandy's inner Sydney garden over 10 years ago and though having ¢. limited area was being
established with mainly Tllawarra specics. He mentioned that he is now head horticulturist at Royal Sydney Goli" Club; he regularly passes an
avenue of Ficus hilli which was treated' by severe pruning and injection of "Clipper" herbicide (Pacrabutizol) and haven't grown in size for over
2 years and wonders whether this will keep his plants in check too. He would now be overseas to check out the RF situation in Egypt, Turkey,
Greece etc.(not much there, Alex?) with the family before their kids move to high school. Though he was pleased to have won the local
Council's first prize for best native garden' said there wasn't much competition.

MIMI GODFREY THOUGH TRAVELLED THE BROOME -DARWIN AREA FOR HER RF 'FIX'

* She hoped to see many new and interesting plants as well as the Bradshaw paintings, majestic waterfalls of that part of Oz on a 10
day cruise on 'Coral Princess’. Then stays at Darwin, Gove and Cairns before a rail trip to Chillagoe and the Guif via Forsayth agate country.
On to the fabled Iron Range she last visited in 1987 and finally to a favourite spot - Mission Beach for the firial 2 weeks. Said it would be good
to get away from Sydney for a bit of warm weather after a stretch of below average morning temperatures. ‘

NOELENE AND BOB HARRIS HAVE ALMOST RESTORED THEIR PATCH WITH NATIVES

"Our property is named 'Cedar View’, a name suggested by a friend after he 'saw the view! but also because of a few mature red cedars
nearby. It is in Garden of Eden Road on the Macpherson Range, on the northern side of the Tweed Valley. When we bought the land it was
covered in head high lantana, buddleia vine, madeira vine, palm grass plus all the soft weeds. There were a number of mature trees plus a lot
of sally wattles (Acacia melanoxylon),

When the site for the house was cleared of lantana and palm grass etc. we could see the view. Before thz-house was even started the
soft weeds had grown back to waist high; we knew our priority would be to plant as quickly as possible on the cleared area to control the
weeds. We were very keen to avoid using Roundup at that stage. we planted our first trees at 1 - 2 metré intervals in late 1994 before the
summer rain. ‘we bought sugar cane mulch, and spread it around liberally. One problem is that our land is on quite a steep slope and the firat
of the heavy summer rains washed our mulch into the neighbour’s property, which is mostly lantana. Also the soft weeds quickly out grew our
seedling trees. We tried slashirig with cane knives but found we were fighting a losing battle and we resorted to Roundup though using it only
when really necessary. As we only have weekends to spend in our bit of bush we really have no other option.

We now have plenty of natural mulch in most areas. This is spread around newly planted trees. We no longer use introduced mulch
as we feel it inhibits the growth of the natural ground covers which appear in abundance especially in newly plarited areas. We prefer to hand
weed to preserve such natural regrowth, The area around the house is now completely vegetated with some growith up to 10m. This is about a
third of our 1 hectare property; we are now seeing less.of the view but more birds at close range. We did not remove the sally wattles because
we felt we would just get more soft weeds proliferating. As a result we have dead branches dropping from time to time but so far have had very
little damage as a result.

When this area was completely planted we felt we had gone as far as we could manage - the tree high lantana made clearing the rest a
daunting task. That was a couple of years ago. Well, in April this year Bob slung his brush hook into the last patch of lantana and we have
virtually none left in the ground.now. We slashed and then followed up in a few weeks to remove the roots. The trash is left on the ground and
makes excellent mulch. The soil underneath is great and often harbours dormant free and shrub seed which subsequently germinates among the
many ground covers appearing in cleared areas. It is quite exciting to walk through these places and see the young seedlings appearing. We
rarely spray these sites, most of the weeding is done by hand so as 1o avoid damaging emerging specimens; the dead lantana comes in useful as
small stakes to mark their whereabouts.

Before we start planting an area now, we plan where pathways are to go first as the tracks through the earliest plantings around the
house were mostly put in after the plants went in, and therefore had to fit in with the existing vegetation. Our pathways break up the areas into
compartments which makes planting casier - all the paths and compartments have names, ©.g. Chardonnay Circuit, Merlot Meander, Burgundy
Boulevarde, The Glade, The Station, etc. Bob has put seats at intervals all around the property; it is great to sit in the bush after a hard days
work with a cup of tea or a glass of wine just taking in the sights and sounds around us. The pathways also make it easier to move around the
place and give easy access for visitors, particularly those a bit timid of snakes, etc. :
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Another important task was to remove or inject camphor laurels established here. This is almost complete now although we have to
watch for seedlings all the time as there are plenty in the surrounding area and the birds drop seed. The dead, standing camphors also provide
great perch trees though.

. Although the land is nominally 1 ha. some parts are al 4 slope of about 40 degrees which increases the area significantly. The second
third wats cleared and planted last year and the balance will be planted in spring/summer this year. We reckon it will take about another 5
years for enough tree cover to substantially reduce weed control as we have good soil and the summer rain makes for very quick growth,

especially the weeds.
All our plants are labelled including date planted, and entered on our database with source and location. this is where the

compartments come in handy, we can usually find a particular plant quickly, if needed. We have put approx. 2500 plants into the ground in
almost 7 years and will probably experience withdrawal symptoms when there is no more clearing to do or pathways to build. It is a great

exercise and the results are extremely satisfying.
You are welcome to visit any time or if members are visiting the north coast please feel free to call in."

Ed. Thanks Noelene. Readers may recollect their telling us, when joining the Group some years ago, their Sydney RF dominated garden was
known as Epping Forest'; is this one the Macpherson Scrub' ?

JAN SKED DESCRIBES SOME RARELY CULTIVATED SPLECIES IN HER GARDEN

I managed to find enough space for another 8 plants in my RT garden and I am hoping to squeeze a few more in before the weather
gets cold (written in March). The ones so far planted are a dwarf, suckering form of Davidsonia pruriens, Mallotus megadontus which is like
M. claoxyloides but without that 'bush smell', Dictyoneura obtusa which is a small tree/ shrub from Nth QId in the Sapindaceae family;
Clausena brevistyla (family Rutaceae) a small tree with its southern-most occurrence at Mt. Mee where I collected the seed; Diospyros
mabacea, Red-fruited Ebony, family Ebenaceae which is a very rare species in Sth Q. and Nth NSW; Everistia vacciniifoia (formerly Canthium
vaceinfifolium) which is very slow growing but one I have always wanted to grow; Syzigium sp. Lockerbie Scrub which I picked up at a SGAP
meeting and have been unable to find out anything about it; Ricinocarpos speciosus (Showy Wedding Bush) a shrub which grows on the edges
of RF and has become very uncommon, it never seems to be seen in cultivation and seldom in the bush; and the last one is an interesting little
herbaceous shrub, Nyssanthes diffusa (Barb-Wire Weed) family Amaranthaceae that occurs as an understorey in Dry RF and has greenish
flowers in spiny clusters. I have never seen this one in cultivation either.

We now have a six foot paling fence around most of our garden and it creates a much more rainforesty feeling, plus giving us a
greater degree of privacy on our busy comer. I am starting to plant more ferns now, as they have better protection from the winds, although we
still have quite a bit of wind through the yard. 1 also feel that I can plant out more valuable plants that I have not liked to plant before in case
they were stolen by passers by. Now they cannot see what is in the garden unless they come through the gates. If T get my act together, I may
eventually get it in shape to enter the Open Gardens Scheme.

T have just sent off the latest edition of my book, The T'lora of the Pine Rivers Valley' to the printer. This book lists all the plants I
have so far found in the Pine Rivers Shire, 1100 at the latest count but quite a percentage are environmental weeds which I have also been
cataloguing in recent years. The Shire Council ordered 100 books that I did not have so 1 had to do a quick reprint and found that I had another
100 plants to add to those listed in the previous edition (1996). This book sells reasonably well to local people, especially those with acreage
blocks, and any professionals who want to know about the local flora or plant indigenous species in our area. My first edition was printed in
1981 and contained 530 species. Since then it has been reprinted in 1984, 1991, 1996 and now 2001 and each edition has had more plants
included. Pine Rivers Shire Council are my biggest customers, which is very pleasing.

AUDREY TAGGART TELLS OF PLANTING 'LONG-STEM TUBE STOCK' IN BUSH RESTORATION

You may be interested in the work our Central Coast Group is doing to restare the buffer zone to a gully RF in Katandra Reserve in
Gosford. The area we are working on had previously been used for farming and now has a reasonable canopy of ageing Acacia maidenii with
good natural grass cover and some natural regrowth that seems to be dormant. We plan to try and get this to move by using a suggestion from
the Nicholsons' Book Five. They mention storing RF seedlings in the soil by keeping the nutrients low, instead of storing the seed itself.
Appropriate nutrients are added to kick-start them into growth, as required. -

Our usual practise of propagation is to lift the seedlings that are growing on the pathways in the RF an1 pot them up for replanting in
our work areas (much the same process as the Nicholsons suggest). This process has proved very successful as vie get a good variety of species,
the seedlings are strong and genetically pure.

Last year Bill Hicks was guest speaker at our meeting - talking of his method of 'long-stem planting (see enclosed brochure) (Ed. Also
mentioned in RFSG N/L no. 49). We discussed with him the possibility of using his method for RF species. Bill hadn't tried them but could
see no reason why not - our efforts have been successful so far.

The seedlings are collected in RF as before and potted into 15 cm deep tubes and grown to approx 60cm with regular feeding and air
root-pruning. Planting out: Each hole was dug deeply and about 30cm wide and watered very well. Seedlings were planted at a depth of about
25cm above the level of soil in the pot - i.e. the root ball and about 10 inches of stem were buried, leaving only about 30 - 40 % of the foliage
showing above the surface. The original trial plants were planted out in Nov 2000 and are now (July) more than 2m tall - give or take a few
wallaby nibbles.

This exercise has been most exciting for us and a wonderful learning experience. We are fortunate to be working in fairly good soil
and a reasonable rainfall. Species used (collected seedlings) - Acmena smithii, ~ Alphitonia excelsa, ~Bangalow palms, Ceratopetalum
apetalum,  Ficus coronata, Glochidion ferdinandii, ~ Sloanea australis,  Syncarpia glomuliferum,  Synoum glandulosum,

Tasmania insipida, ~Trema aspera.....(grown from seed) - Gmelina leichardtii, ~Tasmania insipida.

Ed. Kim Gollan had previously mentioned to me that they had good results from "long-stem tube stock' in regeneration work and Audrey has
now confirmed that (at least initially) results are remarkable. It should be noted that the Katandra trials cover a wide range of species from
palms, shrubs, small and large trees and obviously many other species would be just as successful in similar situations. Iwill try out some of
the plants I presently have in tubes ready to go into the regen area here on Booyong', mainly Acacia irrorata and .2.- maidenii, Hymenosporum
flavum plus a few plants of many other species. It would be good to have reports from others in due course, of the results of deep planting of
tube stock specimens.

KIM GOLLAN UPDATES THE SERVICES AVAILABLLE FROM THEIR NSW RF NURSERY

The nursery at Bobin (near Taree) specialises in RF species, but also supplies coastal plants, hardwoods and general bush
regeneration species; all grown without the use of chemicals. As well as maintaining a wide variety of species for various customers, plants are
grown to order, they have a landscape design and farm tree planting service and
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are consultants on RF and other habitat regeneration. The current list has 150 species, each with a brief description of their habits and
preferrel] situation. An emphasis on local species is cvident. Readers interested in any of their services should contact her at Bulga Rd Bobin

2429, or by phone, fax or email.

WAYNE O'CONNOR IS ANNOYED BY FORESTRY PRACTISES AT EAST GIPPSLAND

Over the last year, the spring was wet, summer extremely dry but a reasanable autumn allowed our plants to come through winter
quite well. While there was little growth in the plants over summer, I am amazed that all seem to be healthy and if this coming summer has
reasonable rains (we are well and truly overdue for this) everything should really take off. As well, I have got another mate interested in RF
plants and he has, so far, planted out about a half acre and is full of enthusiasm when it comes to anything regarding RF.

Here in East Gippsland at the moment, our State Forest areas are being mainly used for woodchips unfortunately, and this is due to
poor management of our region by the Forestry Commission in past years as saw logs seem to be rare. This may not be a RF issue as such, but
I believe it does have an effect on local RF habitats. Having worked for Natural Resources and Environment for mine years, I have a good
understanding of what really goes on in our forests; to obtain quality saw logs they are working in places they should not, .g. on slopes of 35
degrees or greater which causes erosion and is often where RF species seem to mix with Eucalypts and to top it off it should be censidered to
be too dangerous to work such steep slopes. The other problem is that our forest officers are all too often trained mainly from the logging point
of view and not to protect significant areas, or species. Most of them are only familiar with Eucalypts and often seem unaware of RF species.
They are also under a lot of pressure from the logging industry.

I wonder how woodchipping pays for itself as they are worth only around $35 a tonne, whereas O.B. (L ow Grade Green) timber sells
for about $450 per tonne. Sawmills in the district are finding it hard to survive whereas woodchipping seems to be thriving and I cannot
understand how it pays its way as you still need to pay the faller, dozer operator, excavator operator, log truck drivers and so on; so I wonder
whether anyone knows if it is actually being subsidised and what sort of money taxpayers arc contributing to these unsustainable activities. I
have friends in the logging/ sawmill industry and even they are concerned about it and the rate which areas are now being clear felled. 1 have
just found out that in our immediate area, the ratio of saw logs to chip logs is a minuscule 3% and I consider this to be wrong.

A BIT MORE ON THE SMALL SITRUB SENNA ACCLINIS ,

. Noelene Harris-wrote "I have looked fairly carefully around the two plants we have in the ground and there is definitely one seedling
which [ knew of, but thought it may have been a sucker as it was close to the stem of the parent. Then I found 2 tiny seedlings near the other
plant which fook hopeful. Because the seed is so hard, it may take some years for moisture to penetrate before they can germinate. Both these
plants have been flowering for about 4 years. Ihope I am not confusing them with the Common Cassia which grows everywhere around here, -
we are forever pulling them out. I have had reasonable germination from seed sown in June especially considering it was not the best time of
year to do so. Ihad great difficulty nicking the seed and finally used the nail clippers to do this. It worked well; I did not soak them prior to

sowing.

THE VERY RARE FERN ARTHROPTERIS PALISOTII FOUND AT A SECOND NSW SITE

Charlie Charters reports that the Mid North Coast Fern Study Group July meeting was arranged for the Hastings area (Port
Macquarie region) and it was decided to explore the forests near Rolland's Plains which turned out to be remarkably rich in the number of fern
species to be found - over 50 were identified.

The find of the day was A. palisotii, a natural cross between A. beckleri and A. tenella. ITn NSW prior to 1932, this fern had only
been recorded three times but subsequent surveys of these locations failed to locate even one plant. After a gap of 61 years, MNC Fern Group
found a colony in the Nightcap N.P. and have seen it on several occasions since. "Now we have found it again in the Hastings area, which is
very exciting," '

Charlie told me that both parent species were growing within a reasonable distance from each other, and that there were a fair
number of A, palisotii growing at this location.

(Bd. 'Aust. Ferns and Fern Allies' by Jones and Clemesha lists A. beckleri as 'An attractive, slender species that forms mats on rocks or trees in
RF'...from Nth Q. to southern NSW'. A. tenella is 'a coarse shiny species usually found in RF. (Qld and NSW). 4. palisotii -'A common
plant of the RFs of N.E.QId from the coasts to the ranges but becoming rare in the sonthern part of its range. It forms thick mats, mostly on
small trees in dark situations but is occasionally found on racks. In cultivation, very difficult to establish.'

THERE, HAS BEEN JUST ONE TAKER FOR SOME OF THE REGIONAL SGAP JOURNALS ETC

Darryl Wright took up the 12 years collection of SGAP Qld Bulletins which he donated to CREEK (Caboolture Region
Environmental Education Centre) which is an hours drive narth of Brisbane. The Centre is young, and vibrant. The Bulletins are to form part
of the library which will be made available to the general public "so be assured your donation will go to a good cause". (Ed. I am sure that
these publications will be in high demand for just about every issue is chock full of nseful info, and with strong emphasis on RF species and
topics. Thank you Darryl for finding them a good home.

There are still the collections from NSW, Vic, ACT, Tas and SA available and it would be good if they too could end up in a place
where they could be easily accessed by those interested in their local botanic history and plants generally. Otherwise as Susan Phillips
suggested, Tl offer them all to the local TAFEs horticultural section. Hastings library is not really interested. :

JOE FRIEND ASKS IF MEMBERS HAVE RECORDS OF BIRD SPECIES EATING CAMPHORLAUREL FRUITS

Especially in the Sydney area and ideally 20 to 50 years ago. His ongoing research into the toxicity/ wildlife/ invasive effects of this
weed (a recent discussion on 'values as a timber resource' mentioned that in NE NSW it is estimated that they grovat a rate of 3,000 tonnes a
day. (They must be way out of control for this volumetric increase), Joe's earlier research found that Safrole is a significantly powerful rodent-
killer compound. Equally as alarming is evidence that koalas and possums chew the bark in various quantities (photos available); bark is
extremely high in safrole%, though the root bark is higher still and it seems that bandicoots often consume this, especially after rain when the
plants push out new roots.. There seems to be a higher proportion of dead animals on roads where camphors are dominating the vegetation
than in other sites but the underlying cause perhaps, chemical ingestion that may reduce those animals alertness or reflex actions. He is
concerned that there has been no investigations into this phenomenon

Joe has put together a set of fact sheets - 30 pages including photo reproductions - with the approval ard co-operation of scientists
and research people. The charge is $10.50 which I imagine would barely cover his costs. Contact him at PO Bo¢ 105 The Channon 2480 if you
have further information (especially on birds consuming fruits) or seeking information.
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RICHARD LOGAN TO TURN THE VEGIE GARDEN INTO A LUSH RAINFOREST

(Rich led off with & brief comment on his and Leonie's stay at the Runcimans' Dungog hideaway saying "it was rather strange when we first met
Ros and Kev on arrival, it was like we had known them for ages". Ed. Beryl and I had the same impression - virtually instant rapport because
of so much in common, including identical attitudes of harmony with nature.) They found Kalimna cotlage very cosy and well appointed plus
no phone and no mobile coveragel They walked the Jerusalem Creek Track at Barrington NP and recommend that anyone up that way do this
walk. Good veg., rarely seen birds, even Koalas.

Decided to give in finally and plant out the vegie garden with Rf species and the vegies will go into pots. That area currently contains
some trees - Sapote, Tamarillo, Citrus, exotic Eugenias but there are some dinky-di's as a base to build on, lilies, palms, tree ferns, shrubs and
trees. Another 16 species have been added since the decision was made. It will be interesting to see what species survive and grow to form the
canopy, sometimes I have found it difficult to work out what species will become dominant, plants which you will think will take off will sit
and do nothing whilst others take off unexpectedly. An update on how things are growing.

Syziginm apodopltyllum slow grower here but is looking really nice with lots of new growth; been in the ground about 2 years and is
now about 3high; §. erythiracalyx continues (o grow strongly despite what I have been told about survival in gardens. Around 6' high with new
leaves measuring 325mm x 130mun, Lo say the least huge. 8. alatramulum is 3 years old, arotnd 7' high and fruited this year for the {irst time.
Rather nice to eat and when it does crop it does so in abundance. S.dansiei gets a good haircut every now and then but is still growing nicely
and is G'tall in 3 years. 8. oleosum absolutely covered in new growlh, is near 9" high but yet to flower. A further 7 species were described
including Davidsonia jerseyana in for 5 years, 9' tall and has fruited for 3 seasons now. Anyone with thoughts on Akania lucens ? Been in for
12 months and is very slow growing, maybe needs more water? (Ed. Owen Sneddon gave me an advanced potted specimen over 3 years ago
and it stagnated until T planted it out. Since then it has done absolutely nothing other than shed all leaves, but our soil is lousy and extremely
dry; a water repelling area I think. So I'd go along with it needing good drainage and ample water. Others may confirm this. Or not.

“In general the garden is growing quite nicely and the front yard is getting where I want it to be The back is a constant battle as the
dogs do insist on finding a nice plant good for a bed to snooze on .rather frustrating to say the least, Was disgusted to see the MBG's ridiculous
flying fox campaign, what a joke.... the last colony being persecuted for man's environmental vandalism of the past".

As well, there was a detailed description of The Wedding which ended up quite OK. despite............ (Made ours oh so long ago look
like a real picnic with just over half the guests and my missus and T ending up with food poisoning). Ask them about their big dayl They do
though, thank the Group for our well wishes and expressions for their future happiness

A BIT MORE ABOUT FERTILIZERS
Brian Collis has been waiting patiently for me (o pass on some details of an article he printed in our lo:al APS N/L last March.

Autumn is a good time of the year to feed our plants and soil micro-organisms. Many of the items that plants need, such as nitrogen
(N), phosphorus (P), potassium (K), calcium (Ca), magnesium (Mg), sulphur (8), copper (Cu), manganese (Mn), zine (Zn), iron (Fe) and cobalt
(Co) are present in the soil as positively charged ions (cations) which may be in solution or attached to negatively charged larger organic or
inorganic soil particles called colloids. Because colloids are smaller than microscopic, being out of sight of microscopes, they can be easily
overlooked, Colloids store the elements needed by plants, Both quantity and combination of cations in soil are important in determining soil
fertility. Fertilizer analysis, provided by suppliers can vary day by day and from batch to batch. As well, a complete analysis is not always
provided, Brian listed the analysis of the mentioned minerals on 13 products readily available and the differences in their composition stands
out like a beacon. Only 3 products showed the 6 trace elements - Aquasol (1973 pack as well as a recent 2001 purchase) and Maxicrop. 10 of
the 13 included N, one, an Incitec product 'Urea’ wilh 46% | Blood & Bone, Dynamic Lifter and Reactive Phosphate Rock listed both Ca and
Mg. The word is - take care in buying your fertilisers and select for a specific use. Quite likely several products would be required fog"even a
small area.

In addition to animal manure, green manure, compost and organic mulch, artificial fertilizers can benefit the soil. (Continued next
issue).

ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM PUBLICATIONS RECENTLY RECEIVED AT THE RFSG 'NERVE CENTRE'/

The March 2001 issue of BRAINS' NL The Node' like all their journals, is full of interesting info. Featured items included the use
of late pioneer and early secondary species such as Polyscias, Omalanthus, Macaranga, Trema etc. which fruit annually and abundantly,
attracting birds that, theoretically, bring other seeds to the site, grow quickly but shed leaves regularly to build up ~useful litter layer; the
detailed recording of regeneration of species under a large Fig Ficus macrophylla at Kenmore (14 months recording, 32 species with just 9
natives though only 2 of these are found in the immediate vicinity, and the worrying numbers of exotics appearing); the first of seven ‘models of
RF rehabilitation' which was located on the Atherton Tablelands; details of a private regeneration project on a 5 acre block at Federal in north
NSW which I think was originally Big Serub R, the importance of ensuring genetic diversity when propagating RF species - a really thought
provoking contribution. I commend this Group to SE Qld enthusiasts interested in hands on involvement with RF projects in that region.

Likewise Sydney people wanting a constructive involvement in restoring RF should consider an association with the '"Hawkesbury
RF Network' active in the western sectors of the metropolis. Robin Woods of 20 Skyline Rd Mt Tomah 2758 would send yoy a relevant
summary of their achievements and activities that includes identification, workshops, preparing property plans for weed control, species lists,
bushwalks and biodiversity surveys, informative N/Ls, leaflets and references, plus much more. The Network's Jaue N/L includes a report on &
talk 'RF Restoration' by Damion Stirling Bushcare co-ordinator for Greening Oz and is especially familiar with Tllawarra RFs, more on Lantana
beetles and a recipe for Wandering Jew Tradescantia alba. 'Said to have been used successfully on thick trad under small leaved privet in a
damp creckside area, The trad has died completely and is being replaced by native grasses and maidenhair ferns. It involves 5 litres of water,
into which you dissolve 2 handfuls of Sulphate of Ammonia, then add 100 - 150 ml of Roundup. Spray the trad once - it takes 3 weeks to kill
the weed and also kills small privet seedlings. P.s. this will be quite dangerous to use anywhere near frogs, so watch out for them first.!
If you try this method, please let me Kknow of your results so that I can pass them on in our pages and to let Robin know too.

Gunns Plantations Ltd (our largest locally owned timber company) always has something in each N/L to astonish me and April 2001
was no exception. "A large proportion of the world's veneer resources has been supplied from Indonesia over the past 10 years. This resource
is rapidly diminishing," "Paper consumption in China has grown at a rate of 7% p.a. and now exceeds that of Japan." (That is a doubling of
consumption every 10 years so at this rate by 2050 they will be using 32 times more paper than they do today. So that equates to their use of,
say, a million hectares of forest presently, in 50 years time they will need 32 million ha. every year. From your backyard? Or maybe from your
nearby National Park)
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From the 'Frog and Tadpole Study Group' - advice that Marion Anstis' Tadpoles of south-eastern Australia’ will soon be available
(Garry Daly in conversation thought it should be in the shops in January). Many of us have been looking forward to obtaining a copy of this
book of 281 pages, 268 colour photos and detailed descriptions of 84 species of tadpoles and frog eggs.

Fats have also distributed two new Frogfacts - Eog Hygiene for captive frogs which is of critical importance to control the terrible Chytrid
fungus, but also a new disease of the Ranavirus group that has been found in Oz. Garry, who is especially interested in frog ecology,
mentioned in one of our conversations that some Ranaviruses are thought to have got here with exotic tropical fish species, (actually in the
water imported with them) and we all know of the efficiency of our quarantine procedures don't we.....

The other Frogfact is "Collecting, Raising and Releasing Tadpoles which contains a wealth of info on the subject. Bear in mind though that
some States require those wanting to keep tadpoles in captivity obtain a permit to do so. In effect the usual requirement to observe proper care
and protection of your few animals but........ if you want to develop your pond, stream or wetland for economic purposes the authorities allow
you to annihilate such ecosystems and often extend their congratulations to the developer for his efforts in increasing the GDP and for any job
creation which may go with such activities. All 8 Frogfacts are available from the Group on request, and I think that they appreciate a
small donation to cover the costs involved.

(While on frogs), Garry Daly has been doing targeted surveys for Heath Frogs and detected 100 over 4 nights. It appears that the Shoalhaven
is the hot spot for this species; they breed in upland streams close to woodland/ heath and occasionally in ephermeral pools.

And from our own APS or SGAP regions - Canberra's June 2001 Journal has a thought provoking 5 pages on European Landscapes'
describing an intelligent attitude to maintaining existing vegetation or replacing it in areas where it should have begn kept . The comment "The
pattern of inheritance of farms from father to son in Europe also helped ensure that farm vegetation there remained basically intact. No such
inhibition constrained the early European settlers in countries such as Australia, Argentina and perhaps the USA where the motivation of
individual settlers to clear the land was usually encouraged by their governments."......... Three pages made up Part Two of their 4 part series
on the use of fertilisers (in Canberra) but would be relevant to many growers throughout Oz. Good basic experiences.

Victoria's June 2001 N/L on European Wasps and Native Plant Survival points out that the wasps sugar source is obtained by eating fruits and
their protein comes from (usually) eating insects, often our native bees. Another activity of the wasps is to eat the fleshy fiuits of plants. This
damage makes the fruits less attractive to birds and possums which normally disperse the seeds. European wass are a potential problem that
presently seems to be ignored by relevant state authorities......... Then there follows a report on the Wangaratta C ommon Grassland Reserve
which is an almost unique remnant of the districts natural vegetation and of the threats over the years which had been successfully opposed.
Now however, an alliance of the Victorian Treasury, Lands Victoria and the City of Wangaralta are combining their resources (all 'advocates of
sustainable development') to ensure that an important 3 ha area is destroyed contrary to a previous agreement. The message seems to be that
you cannot trust your local, state, or federal administrations to adhere to their pledges, promises and agreements to protect individual sites or to
uphold any general principles which they may swear on the bible or whatever

Qld's June 2001 issue included a letter on germination of Wallum seed that contained a sentence "Gahnia sieberigna has not proved a
challenge, as this has can be grown after burning the inflorescence and planting the fresh seed.” No doubt this method would be applicable to
other Gahnia species and will enable all of us to obtain plants useful to help achieve a situation as described in the following topic!

And just to confirm that our Society is in fact facing up to present-day realities, consider the following. Qld's Sept 2001 Bulletin includes
'Did you know that we have recently changed our motto from Preservation by Cultivation' to 'Cultivation, Conservation and Education' to reflect
this change? (A contemporary vision for SGAP)'

While Victoria's Sept N/L announces 'that a major way of giving something back to our community will be for APS Vic to purchase a Victorian
property of high biological significance to 'buy back' and preserve that is significant habitat for native plants and animals.... about to consider a
number of possible properties with a view to purchase under the Trust for Nature. This is one of the most exciting and significant venture that
we have considered; we hope that our enthusiasm is shared by you all.'

(Ed. Victorian society has led the nation with its attitude that concerned people should band together to acquire and protect worthy places for
other life forms - the Bird Observers Club has bought up a number of properties over the years as well as obtaining-others from bequests. It is
good that APS is adding to society's protected environments.

" Australian Plants' March 2001 devoted 5 pages to 'A Plantation Timber Industry' based on the Jack Mitchell concept of site preparation,
planting, care, recommended species, all 14 listed were well-regarded RF species of economic value.

SOME NEWS ITEMS THAT MEMBERS SENT FOR PUBLICATION

The Commonwealth Dept of Environment is offering money under the National Weeds Program for 2 priorities - Weeds of National
Significance (20 species) and Alert List for Weeds (28 plants). Someone forwarded an ad from last May giving iletails on how to apply for
funds and the general priorities of areas that should be considered. There are a number of weeds listed that are problems in RF habitats, e.g. .
Lantana, Mimosa, Rubber vine, Thunbergia and likely others that T am not familiar with, some water or wetland invaders, a few arid area
problems and a lot of agricultural threats. We hope that a lot of money has been allocated for this activity and that good results are eventually
achieved.

Rod Cook sent a newspaper article Ecological Trail from Dirty Spud to Shiny Chip Circles the Planet' which elaborated on the report
in our last N/L on the cost of a packet of chips. Additional points to 'this remarkably complicated and environmentally costly journey required
to turn a spud into a brightly coloured product include' (for one manufacturer only): Potatoes come from anywhere in eastem Oz, Sunflower
seeds are mainly grown in central QId, sent to Newcastle for processing into oil which is then trucked to Shepparton, as are the spuds. Salt is
obtained at St. Vincent's Gulf. Now the packet itself, which nobody eats and few recycle is a complex component indeed, consisting of
aluminium foil, inks, and plastic film. This is made up from materials mined and or processed from - Italy, Melbourne, Sydney, Europe, North
America, China and India. It's rather bizarre, the efforts our geniuses go to ensure that as much as possible that all consumption is as
complicated as possible, uses the maximum amount of fossil fuels as possible, and involves the greatest distances of transporl as we are able to
calculate; as well as producing the maximum amount of waste in every operation of manufacture, distribution and packaging.

YOU MAY HAVE OVERLOOKED THE IMPORTANCE OF GRASSES FOR HEALTHY FOREST SOILS
Friends of Grasslands' an A.C.T. group based mainly in the ACT, Kosciusko and southern NSW have great activities and an

interesting N/L with an emphasis on grassland -woodland habitat. However their May 2001 issue included a couple of paragraphs relevant to
our own interests. "t surprises many people to discover that both root mass and microbial biomass can be much higher in a healthy perennial
grassland soil than in a healthy sclerophyll forest soil. For a grassland to be healthy, however, requires much more than the presence of grass
species,. The biomass of the tops and the roots of grasses are roughly equal, forming a mirror image - short grasses have short roots, vigorous
grasses have vigorous roots...... In addition o increased soil water holding capacity, large, fibrous root systems provide a multiplicity of other
benefits including erosion control, soil aeration, habitat, and a continuous supply food supply for
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soil biota.... If there are no permancnt roots in the soil at all, a whole stite of soil degradation problems will ensue including soil structural
decline and nutrient loss." There were further references Lo salinisation and grazing which are not relevant to most of us,

Reflecting on this, 1 decided that the boundary line of RI vegetalion, and the wet sclerophyll areas as well,are dense, strong and
healthy even though the adjacent cleared land is in places dominated by pasture (exotic) species. I'have always been impressed by the dense
wall of vegetation on the exposed westem boundary here at ‘Booyong' and oflen point this out to visitors. The main species here is the small
leaved Tuckeroo Cupaniopsis parvifolia but Guioa semiglauca, Enodia micrococca (Doughwood), Rhodomyrtus psidioides (Native Guava)
Mischocarpus (Pear fruit) and other RF trees also make up this 'wall. A fine specimen (only a couple of these are known here) of
Emmenosperma alphitoniodes (Yellow Ash) is thriving in the open. Yet the planted arboretum by the house is struggling - dry, yuk soil, no
natural litter, little soil structure with no worms etc (o be found and few small reptiles or inverlebrates in that area, unlike even the dry Euc
habitat where there is always some animal life to be spotted in the native grasses such as Themeda (Kangaroo grass). There are no tufted
grasses at the planted area, some things like carpet prass, weak groundcovers as Commelina, Pratia etc but nothing with good fibrous root
systems. That is either proof to me, or perhaps circumstantial evidence that you do need those robust and non invasive grasses to give your RF
or other native gardens a healthy soil environment so that they may thrive, or even survive in difficult conditions.

TWO RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS WHICH HAVE BEEN VARIOUSLY REVIEWED

The Skeptical Environmentalist by Bjorn Lomborg has been given a lot of publicity recently. Basically, his emphasis is that
mainstream environmentalists are alarmists and have been crying 'wolf' needlessly. Some consider his book is the first detailed and
comprehensive attempt to call the conservation movement to aceount for its various concerns lo our planets predicament, and agree with his
claims that just as we are a species capable of damaging our planet we are also capable of fixing it, and even that the repair job is already under
way. He says that the claimed loss of forests, biodiversity reduction, chemical pollution, climate change, overpopulation and degradation of
freshwater systems by environmentalists and scientists is merely "the Litany"
1 worry about a person who refutes supposed 'facts' who is unable to spell correctly (as in sceptical) and particularly by his claim to having been
a leading Greenpeace activist ((hey have no record of any involvement). If you cannot be honest about your background, you may have
difficulty in gaining confidence in your  The book of 350 pages costs $49.95. There are said to be 3000 footnotes in the book to prove that the
doomsayers claims are wrong, but critics say that he has done just what he accuses others of doing - using selective points to justify his stance.
A few criticisms of Lomberg's claims: 'FATS' Sept 2001 N/L, referring to funding discussions, quotes "50% »f frog species in Oz are listed
as threatened or endangered; 218 native animal species are listed as threatened or vulnerable (40 animals have been made extinct in NSW
alone in the past 200 years; and more than 1430 known Australian plant and animal species are currently on the road to extinction - let alone an
unknown number of insects and other invertebrates." 30 species were added just last month (Sept,)[l?.d. Federal government then allocated a
whole half million dollars for 40 'recovery' projects. $12,500 each! How can we afford this vast sum ? we should ask. Particularly when some
unusually intelligent National Party pollie managed to get $275,000 to remodel the Macksville (NSW) Swimming Pool. He loves a swim but
wonders what an endangered species could well be.
Lomborg claims that the planet’s forests actually increased from 30.04% in 1950 to 30.89% in 1994 and that just 0.08% of species become
extinct each year. That is an especially brilliant assertion, considering that perhaps 95% of species are as yet unidentified. Anyway 0.08% pa
results in an 8% loss in a century and a total extinction of the planet's life forms in just 1250 years. You'd have to be particularly stupid and
insensitive to boast that it would take a little over a millennium for a so-called intelligent species to destroy its basis for survival. Then again it
has been only since the recent development of western capitalist culture that has led to our current unthinking materialistic and consumer
driven way of life. Man has existed on this planet for perhaps 500,000 years, living in reasonable harmony with nature until recent times and it
is almost unbelievable that in the mere blink of an eyelid, we could knowingly put an end to a billion years of evolution.

It is difficult to believe that the worlds forests are increasing when we are told that recent satellite photos show that 15 countries have lost
substantial areas of closed forest, Australia is included. The UN has targeted those governments and asked how they plan to protect the
remnants. Yet another report in September nominated Australia as being one of the major land clearers with 563,000 ha destroyed every year.
Forest Minister Tuckey will no doubt reassure us during the election campaign that he will single handedly replace every felled tree during the
term of the new parliament.

'Growing For Broke' is a no-nonsense book written in lively layman's language by Tim Morrow, a one time lecturer in economics
and technology. He covers the problems to society of the pursuit of endless "growth" as the principal economic objective and criticises economic
rationalism, corporate excess, sell-serving politicians and increasing environmental degradation. Big business, govermment and the media
pursue economic growth before all other policies. As portrayed to the public, the idea that the economy must grow a bit more each year seems
as natural and essential as breathing. Morrow points out that since 1900 gross global product (GDP) has risesby about 20 times - an average
annual growth rate over the period of 3%. In recent years the annual growth rate has been 4%. In the unlikely event that the economy grows by
4%pa for the next century, the economy in 2100 will be 50 times its present size! In the year 2082 the economy will be so large that 4% growth
in that year will be the entire output of the existing global economy in 2000. He asseris that the planet cannot handle the unwanted by-products
of the future growth economy - increased pollution, resource depletion and environmental destruction. Alternative economic systems would
provide a better quality of life for most of the community; but changing the economic culture into something more sensible and sustainable will
not be easy. Vested interests have a big stake in the growth economy. Some of the issues and consequences of economic growth examined in
the book are * Population policy * Globalisation * Land clearing * Corporate excess and executive salaries * Emasculation of agriculture *
Global warming * Resource depletion. (A summary of the books review in 'Sustainable Population Australia’' June 2001 N/L)....This 384 page
book costs $29.95 from the Melbourne publisher 'Tomorrow Press'.

RAINFORESTS OF S. E. NSW - AN APS DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE AVAILABLE TO THOSE INTERESTED

Several members have send me this pamphlet which describes 5 different types of RF between Bermagui and Nadgee; Val Williams
wrote that it was produced by a Paul McPherson with funding from the Lisle Pearce Memorial Award (Lisle bequeathed a substantial amount
to APS years ago).

The different sites give brief details of - a coastal Warm Temperate RF, a hinterland WTRF, a littoral WTRF, a Cool Temperate RT
and a dry RF dominated by the Grey Myrtle Backlousia myrtifolia and directions on how to get to them. Iassume that much more information
would be available from the local Forestry office (after all these places would have once been state forest, otherwise they would have been
totally cleared or substantially degraded) or from the district NP&WS who now administer them. :
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THE LATEST NEWS ON SOME IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

The threat from the Fire Ant. Authorities are taking this one seriously, for a change. $123 million has been allocated to locate and control
ant colonies; il seems that an area of 60,000 square kms of SE QId is considered to be at risk at this stage. Van Klaphake passed on a copy of a
1995 ‘Texas paper giving a detailed account of their spread through the USA since their accidental introductio about 70 years ago. They are
expected to infest about about 25% of that country, consume almosl any animal or plant malerial for food, economic cost $3 billion a year (in
1995) with pesticide alone exceeding one billion dollars p.a. One chilling comment -"When fire ants come into an area, they greatly 'simplify'
the ecosystem. They dramatically reduce the number of other species that are present."

Government unable to afford an effective quarantine system. It seems amazing - a mere 3 shipping containers in every 10,000 brought into
Oz is inspected. There are 1.6 million containers brought into Oz each years so the figures disclose that a mere 480 containers a year are
examined. This is the very reason why Fire ants, agricultural pests and diseases, drugs etc get into our environment. If I was the Prime
Minister I wouldn't be bragging about "the competence of my government and the outstanding jobs that my ministers carry out."

The Grey-headed flying fox is acknowledged a vital RF plant pollinator. The species is listed as endangered and has undergone a 30%
drop in numbers over the past 10 years. Ecologists are extremely concerned that the NP&WS have issued licenses to fruit growers to cull/kill
numbers of this mammal. It would be interesting to ascertain if payment is required for such permits. -

But in QId the federal court is trying to protect Spectacled Fruit Bats. It overturned an earlier decision that a lychee grower could
continue to electrocute those bats because they caused him severe economic loss. Fruit growers are upset about the ruling as they don't know
how to protect their crop. Thought of netting?

Salinity threat to forests and farms 'the most serious threat facing Australia today'. (PM Howard in Oct 2000). Your government
allocated $100 million a year to rectify this problem (estimates of $60 billion will be needed to fix this problem). To date not one cent has
been spent, but your government has given Boral Ltd - a large and profitable group $22 1/2 mill ion to upgrade 5 north NSW timber mills so
that they can process a diminishing forest resource at a faster and more profitable rate than they have done in the past. Minister Wilson Tuckey
made this announcement this week, in his usual dignified and charming manner. $47 million was allocated in the budget for tax rebates to big
companies making donations to political parties. That leaves just $30 million for other (now) greater problems aflccting big business; nature
and farmers will have o take care of salinity in the meantime. (Non-core promise number 1297)

Logging protests incrcasing in NSW. As I write; there are 5 non-violent forest blockades in northern NSW trying to protect high conservation
value areas of old growth vegetation. There have been associated short protect gatherings outside 7 Forestry offices. The one at Wauchope
included 12 people, mostly geriatrics like Beryl and myself- it would bs good if a few more young people became a bit more interested in their
future, though I realise that many in the forests are younger and are doing their bit for us all. The saddest thing about all this is that Premier
Carr did pledge before the last election that logging would cease in all areas of old growth. That is one of the many reasons that he now has a
mere 30% approval rating just a couple of years afler his good win in the polls.

Some of the reasons for keeping the comparatively small remnant old growth forests, including RF and other rare forest types are:
habitat of threatened species; provide clean water, recreation and tourism values while well managed production forests supply honey, oils,
timber and other human needs in perpetuily. The community seems to have decided that the large areas modified by past exploitation should
supply our material needs and that unaltered remnants be protected as being of value in their own right.

At this very moment, the good citizens of Bellingen are protesting by the hundreds at their councils plan to remove a number of
problem Jacarandas from the main street; likewise at Tenterfield many locals are strongly objecting to removing problem Claret Ash. Gee it
would be good if such numbers of concerned citizens were aware of the often wanton destruction of native trees and as strongly objected at
these events. I'm starting to feel that the priorities of the few concerned about our natural habitats may be misplaced, and maybe we should
turn our energies into assisting the acclimatisation societies with their apparently popular aims. '

NSW has not yet reached the planned 'no nett loss of native vegetation by the year 2000' guarantee. This was a pledge made by the NSW
government some years ago but it will probably never ever be achieved. The figures show that 43,000 ha of natural vegetation was cleared in
the year to June. The relevant Minister initially tried to deny this record but finally admitted that 80% of clearing applications had been
approved, some for timber plantations (always an intelligent move to clear trees to grow trees) and for cropping in the far west of NSW (a
brilliant move, to grow food in the more arid zones).

Deliberately lit bushfires are ravaging many coastal areas. It has been the driest winter for at least 80 years for much of the NSW north
coast, and Qld too has been short of rain, so those deplorable people who obviously get a great deal of pleasure i destroying our vegetation and
the killing and agonising injury of wildlife are having a field day with their terrible actions. They are rarely caught but often, in the past, the
few convicted received lenient penalties, for some unknown reason. Some people consider they are 'sick' and need treatment, others feel there
is little difference in destroying a couple of valuable high rise buildings than in obliterating an entire natural ecosystem. Come to think of it
though, a country presumed to be connected to suspected terrorists is being destroyed by bombing and starving, just as surely as have some of
my regional ecosystems - by a mere match.

While today's news (23.10.01) disclosed a huge area of northern Aust being burnt out. The 'responsible mining industry' (as it liked to call
itself some years ago) was responsible for the Gulf destruction as that fire was started in a mining camp on Riversleigh station and it has so far
burnt out much grass and woodland, monsoon RF, and 80% of the once magnificent Lawn Hill NP. Similar devastation happened in the N.T.
during winter where 30 million ha is burnt annually, as mentioned in our last N/L.

Daintree RF starved of funds and in danger of becoming a mass tourism site. The chairman of the Wet Tropics Management Authority
made this claim some time ago in his quest for an additional million dollars a year to administer the World Heritage Area which covers
895,000ha from the Daintree to Paluma. The region brings in $750 million in tourism income each year while the managements operating
budget has been cut from $7.1 million in 1996 to $5.2 million in 2001. He is particularly concerned that unless tourism can be spread into
other parts of the Wet Tropics, Daintree is in danger of losing its unique character because of the pressure placed on its ecology.

The search is on for seven Qld RF frog species. Two of these are thought to be extinct (both are gastric brooding frogs) while the other five
are considered rare. The report was brief and did not name these, but it would be good to locate areas where they may be surviving.
Globalisation and growth - some good news, and bad. On world economic growth, it is estimated that this has dropped to about 2 1/2 % a
year and we are in big trouble as this is almost a recession. There has been around 4% in recent years which greatly benefited the world's
economies. It seems that with a doubling of consumption only every 28 years we are all in big trouble..... But globalisation should save us all.
That system "brings prosperity and increases national wealth, the poor are better off, and there are benefits to trade and investment'. There was
no mention of a universal basic standard of living, adequate quality of life for all, environmental rights or freedom of association but we need
not worry about that - we will be too busy consuming and leading the good life to worry about such minor needs. These miracles of modem
man do everything except making trees grow.

My thanks to everyone who has contributed to this N/L - I think I've caught up on most of the backlog..





