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' Globalisation aims for a one-world economy. It will likely achieve another result - a one-wtlrld ecology. ' 

WE SHOULD HAVE GREAT FXARS FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR PLANET EARTH 
TIiose recent events, so we11 and wnlinan!Iy reportcc1, hnve elevntcd mms steady nssnult 011 the pplanet:~ eeolog nnd no doubt its basic 

life sustaining systems, to n frenzy of dcsln~ction. Or so it nppem. R seems titter modl~ess Lo bomb irrto obliviar some of U1e crudest villages in 
one of Ule poowst ~mtions on F ~ I ,  Iogctller with U~eir inmccnt inhnbitnnts, tlmn tn move on to dmhying t l~c  few wooded xmnants of tl~ot 
couniry hause  they m y  well conceal defensive weapons. Qrte could go on nbout the wodrl's greatest chnocmg wit11 its canuptcd elector*al 
syslem, its Cllrislion vnlues Oikc right to life groups who lmrsss and murder pcnple they clisngree \vitI~), and its degree of civilisation 
(caincidmttnlly tlu only westen1 nalion hnt  execulca wrongdoers, un~ally black). Tfmt nntion sccms to Irnve some tleity-driven impetus to 
~aapl%tcly nlIcr what& nnt~tml systems that Imve suni&d n Few tllol~saud ymn of civilisntion and hrmm expmsion into almost every region 
of dre world. Its initial mell~od WAS fl1rm~11 the pf~mdcr of my, even mmgind vnluwf resource, by n system of rn~~tolinlism, Over constunption 
and economic sbtegy that virlunlly compcllori every other society to rill into line, l i s  lias nppnmiily been too slow so it devised a series of 
horrmtdous weapons md chcmicds to ncccriluate its assnult - powerh11 explosives, nuclcar weapons, 'flame-throwers', t~opnlm, chemical 
defoliants to destroy extensive tropical forests, depleted tuanium wntaminnnfs nnd so on. . 

Closer to homc we have nn electiotl irnmi~lenl and it =ma Urnt arr current govmment muld be rewarded for tlie inept m~n~gement of 
so many rnceta of its ndrninistralian, totnl lock orcornpnssion, ministerial incornp~tence and even rorting, mislending of the electomte over EST, 
envirolunental ignorance and oU~cr economic d qtuility of lire isitucrr, the mnzing brenking 'commiheuts' into 'core' and 'no~i-core'. Many will # argue U ~ a l  n Labor udmiiiistration would bt? ttclr better, but it would be impossible Tor them to be worse. 

A We need R pnrty to loolt ntter the envtrnnrnent mymay. Both mnjor partics tou oflen seem to b merely doing h e  bidding of rich a d  
powerrul individuals and big business, tlu Dernoccnts once h e  p a t  !lope Tor slzstninnbility, environment and quality of life are represented by 
'rttdicnl conservatived whatever tl~al mans, nnd U~cy hnve becmne n high immigrntion pnrty ns \vcll. Bob Green of the Browns Party was also a 
chnmpion of IIlc cnvjrenment, especially ofthe forests but he now is mnking tl lot more nmnirlg by urging compassion and the taking in d the 
wretcl~ed illegnl jrnmigrmts or asyIz~m seekers, depending on your point of view. One Nation will no doubt devise an environrnenta1 mlicy once 
they discover what environment is. Who to vote for, eh 7 

Group Annl~nI Report nnd Financlsl Summary 
Fow newsletters were prodticed wifl~ much of the content provided by the members - cmtribtdions vaned from garden descriptions, 

environmental and conservation reports, nature studies and Don's excellent series recounting some important conflicts between short sighted 
destructive 'development' proposals and opponents wishing to protect vital nntiual ecosystems. I do value the input of ~ t K i n l  that people 
msider of specifi~ or general interest to the membership. 

I acknowledge with d~mks the assistafice of Patrick Bennett in his diligence in maintaining our seed bank; Joe Beskin for supplying 
address labels for mc11 N k ,  Peter Jurd for his organ is in^ of appropriate activities for Brisbane arm members until declining involverncnt led to 
the decision to (perknps temporarily) suspend such outings. 

APS &GAP rcgions lmve continued to scr~rl tllcir journals or newsletters for us so to keep in touch with loppenings in their area and so 
that I can pass on rclevnrzt matters via these pnges. (Alas, space constraints prevent noting everyll~ing of interest.) AS well, kindred 
organisations exclimge Nks with us and they too are n source of information m ~ d  val~lable reference muterial for our library. 

The Year's accounting. 
Income $ Expenditure 5 Membership - 

Subscriptions 91 5 Printing and Stationery 71 9 Currently at 168, a small decrease 
95 Donations Postage and Phone 362 over the year. 

Bank Interest 2 - Taxes .- L- 
1012 1085 

BalanceBlP $661 Balance CIF f 588 
Donations increased this year - a ~~unlber of people included extra with their subs to assist with the increased NL. costs. This has enabled our 
more than reasonable 55 p.a. fee to be maintained for the coming year. 

WE WELCOME A NEW MJtMBLR TO OUR RANKS 
It is good to greet John Hynes of Dunbogan, a delightful spot nenr port Macquarie. John is a volunteer guide at Sea ACE$ Rlf Nature 

Reserve and mentioned that he enjoyed rending JanuNs RFSG N/L adding 'And yo11 need not worry, there is nothing wrong with ptu sense of 
humour'. Thank you John, I sometimes wonder whether it is ever noticed. Your cheque is in the m i l !  

SPECES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM THE SEED BANK 
A f Emrthtrs triplysa Atphitortea petriei Alpfiten caem lea Am~rcaria crrntllrrghontii Cassia acclinis l:as.~ia brwsten' Cussla 
oriomta Dmlingla Darli~~giana Elueooenq~ti,~ m i  EIp~etro~pmrtrnJrrnt~~~~ Meficope e l leyna Pundorwr jasm h i d e s  
Rl~odospl~aem rE~Oda~tdI~en~u Toona dliatrr T~rrmm p~rl~e~scet~s. Wllich is cxnctly tile same as in July. Nothing in, little out. Patrick s ~ y s  a 
lot of seed has been there a good while so it mny not 11e vinljle - need sameone to (cst i t  Requcsts to Pntrick Rcnnett 20 Belmare Crt Plne 
Mo~fntnin Q. 4306 with a SSAE, please. 



DEAN PWKE DESCR'IUES HIS DUE sr. ~URRAWANG (NSW URBAN GART~EN 
Welcome tu UlcNSW S~~ifltctll ITigl~Iru~Js - n111ewIy n kilo~nche nltittldc, U ~ i s  ~lor io~is  wen is a combination of rich farmlands, 

English-alyle pubs, 11nwiied gottlic IIOIISCS, a cool cIbtm(e nnd cool Icrnperote, scented I-ljglilnnd ms, 
My cottnge, built in 1995, sits on n residcntinl bluck with n street Iivlntnge or 15m md 60m deep, in the village of Burrawg. The 

house ~VRS btlilt by ~ I a n d c r ~ ~ d  Flomes, n Blue Mo\tnlnins compm~y. 'I11e front of the block faces N+ NP,; at the rear ihere is n 1 meter high 
rnmpnrt topped with two enormous IMJWIY Rnwcl (Ettmi'yptru fns#igaln) hccs which arc orier 30m Idgli. 

RF planlinga ~ulallnenccd enrly t995 nlo~la, llic hlrxkk enstem ha~mdary it1 a strip nbout 2m wide do~tg t l ~e  nei&huting colmbond 
rcnce aiid deaig~id to crentc n llrick, low-cnr~ul~y, tlcr*sc R F  ttcrli~erow lo screen out !he nwf111 sdjncent properly which Ilaa pilcs of rubbish, rusty 
pram$, derclict Hilla hoist, nnd sb~udies tikc n third world slunr - ns rlgly as n wlostomy brig irl n dwb fmal, and with n load of TradescmHu 
altfl~tur (wandering Jcw) Tor good mensum. Tlie owvrers a i  lhnt pmpefly, shilnrly, ate tu~ti-RP nnrl anti-nahlrr in get~eral witit numerous 
complaints directed against my bnwdnry planlings nnd me. nbotlt n3 welcome na 'a fn-t in u spncesuit'.. They moved in after I bought the land 
mid linvin~ n ~ d ~ h b o t r r  like (lint sure crul gritld Ihe mlcs off n kce~i rninrorcster like myself. All the m e ,  Gle RF hedgerow is now really 
taking shajc. - 

When the pltu~ting stnrtd, fmfs  were R problem for tile firs1 two yenril but subscq~~ently the pImh didn't Iook back. That hedgerow 
is a dense tnixlurc of Conchwwd, Bluebcny Aal~, Plffnsporrrnt trrtdz~lu~rm, Rc)?lrrra mtithii, Syzigirrm pnicrrlahrm, Erctyplrria mmrei, B. 
Frrcida. Llvlsrona m1szra1i.t. Racftkotrsia n~yrlifolin, Adelin azednmcfi plus a few selF-set Bmwn Bmcls and Banksias, Assisting in thickening 

F - 
up thni RP arc a number of hrlpe .'3olnrrrmr avierr1at.e (IFCangnroo ~ ~ l ~ l e s )  nlso =If-set. Earlier this yenr I widened this section by adding 
Spighitir aiemrmt, Birrls-t~ce[ ferns, ru~rl marc ConcZ~wuods; ll~c origu~nl plnnts hnve formed n canopy up to 2m high now md already n 
Dowcrbird has beer nestittg there. I've put ~ I I  growbags o r o ~ ~ ~ ~ c l  Uie new plants will1 A chicken wife contninrncnt aro~u~d encl~ to seo if this 
can nvoid t l l ~ y  frost dnmage this winter. I1vc ndded some Alacrjyorr srrbcinerlrrs to another RFsectim on the opposite side of the bIock - this 
scctian on my wcaterrl boumdnry is m l l c r  as Prn including n u~odsltcd nnd n gcodic dome l~ere. 

At tl~e rear of'U~e Innd, ~mdcr t l ie two enormolls ~ m w ~  Barrels, Pm growing n N; understorey which is to be dominated by 
Coechwd, All Xlle trees hcre nre doing wmderhlly uncler Ure pmfection o f  the O~tcs; the trees arc all heading towards 2 metres high. They 
include Rrown Bec~h Pe11antfcr crcn~tlngIrm~ii, PU&DSMCY mtttni?~glruntii, Bmgnlow Pdm Amlronrop!~osnix m(nntnghamirn~a, (n lot of 
Ctrnnjnhnms here, isn't Ihcrc) Bestnrd Rosewood Syt~ormt glmrdttlo.rrmm, Blueberry Rsll Elaeocutpus ~eticulutu.~, qoyp/rorn sossufn~s, 
Plttospfitdn~ trrtdr4Iartrrn, I'isorria rmrbellfim, lir~ppw~~t~tia lnrrrirtu, Iiicrt,t nibigi~~osu, Cus$isi,te ansbnIis, Livistona arrstmlis, alI amongst abo~tt 
50 tubestock uf Coaclrwvnd Cem(opafalrrm apelnfurn which ~ t u ?  growing well. Others now wcll establisl~ed here include Alechyon srrbclnorltts, 
Tammnnia insipidn, Syzfgirnr patrlcalafirm, 8. ofeo.frmr, ~ ~ ' { c N s  camnnta. J'risfmtiop.~~~ latdrina, ~ d u c a t p s  elota. 3molanthtrspopul~olius and 
fllawnrrn Plnmc Tree Brocltycltito~r rrccti;foIjr~nr, Sonle Piitnspntm ientiiJolittm, n New Zealand species, has self-set hcre - not sure of w h ~ t  to 
do with this pet. Pve icfi an E~~glislt Hawthortt but got rid of all tl~c otltcr exotic weds such ns privet, English holly, cl~erry 1 ~ ~ 1 ,  camphor 
Intuel, thnt torten Ivy atid ~ t f i d ~ . ~ c ~ l f t i n .  Sonte loco1 twiners llnve self-set near a Iledycnyu angrrsrifolin (Native Holly) - .€?t(sh.ephus latifait~s, 
Geir? t ~ p l ~ ~ s l r r t ~ ~ ,  Sntrlm nrt.~tmlis p l ~ ~ a  Dichorrd~ur t-crperrs. 

Pve instnDcd one of thusc E~~virocycle-type scwer qslems wl~ich p l m p  out processed dunny-water onto a section of the back RF and 
fiosr: planb ztm tlic sewer sprinkler outlct nre nbmhrtely going berserk{ So anyone who hns mepf these systems on their property would be 
~ b l c  to grow w m  temperate RP (or for ahnl rnntlcr, llny type d R P )  os way as winking1 Tiere we some beautif 111 ferns now gowing in the 
buck block including Pel[aeufnlwta, Dodia a ,~p~m,  Blecl~~rr~nr nndu~tr, Adanflrm,fomro.~rmr,and 3 lovely treefans Dicksortia anturcfiea; all 
going e~trcmely well cor~sidming thnt they were solrl at Woollics ns m k s  six m o n k  ago. 'Illcy had no new croziers and 1 didn't think they'd 
recover hnl U~ey did, nnd wo~ltIerrtilly. h ntlmber of Rirrls-nest Ferns nre nlao growitlg well; ZJlcse came out of Ule road drains in Matson 
Crescent (Ibc family Sydrley I~ome). So mmly ttms grow ill drnirv here n l  Yowie Bny - I  occneionally go and mine them all nnd then grow them 
on, with quite mazing success too. lhlf the 1tF I've got came o~tt  oiCou~cil  drains in the Sutherland Shire! 

I've put a loop &en path through tile back RF wlijch is simply recycled hwcl~wod timber, nll cut to 80hn long, msoted, allowed 
to set tlien simply h m c r e d  into the forest floor using a hammer and a spirit level. Am plrnlning n small timber bridge on tlie walk to pass 
over n 40cm deep gully Utnl will bc plnnted up with ferns as  dmsely as possible. 

A brief geologicnl bnckground to illis district:- Ilu tocnl rock is Robertson Basalt, gmSagically fairly recent (16 million years old), 
F~aving erupted out and covering the wiginnl Hnwkesb~uy Sandstone plnteau like icing 011 a layer cake. This is why when one observes tho 
mtlrprneni from the bottom or Msquruje P~ss, yo11 can see tlm plntmu is overtopped by fmland, thus indicating fftat there is a cover of 
obvious1y fertile soil. It is just nbout itnpossibla to pow food an FIawkabwy sandstone and Ilnd it not been for the bnsalt eruptions the whole 
of the NSW Southern HighlatlJs would hnve hem only a high, swampy plnteau similar to B~rret~ G~ounds and Maddens Plains. Maddens 
Plains me the Wawkesbury sru~dslorre mountain tops IxAkintl nulli turd Wollongong's northern wlburbs. 

I was fortunate in h v h g  Enster off work y e w  (first time in a demdc) and so wns able to attend the annual B u r r a m g  market in 
the main street; picking up Doodia aspem ancl ,T)~~fgf~rnr olaasrtm a l  a reasonable price too. A!s well as spaking to RFSG memberHelen 
Tranter who had a stall at the market, 1 met a lady who Itas refcrred our Group to mother B~imiwang resident who is a RF enthusiast who will 
no doubt soon be in touch with you. 

By tl!e way, the Matson RF is still time, and a neigllbour has added more RF species to the garden of his heritage home. 

GARRY DALY IS CONTINUING RESTOMTION OF FITS cAMBxw~RA WOWRA) BLOCK 
He covered many interesting aspects of the soalh const n m ,  bolIt in writing and during conversatjon. They've had suacient rnin 

there ttuoughout winter and this has givzn him l.lle oppnrhmity Zcr g t  some udvnnced fllnnts into the ground - 6 species of Eucs., and over 30 
Wspecies, I nolice on his list 6 Syzfgilrm dpp. nIonne. Gnrry wo~tltt llnve several hundred different species in, I wppwc, numbem of each vnry of 
come, He realises that space prevents mncli detail being g i v n ~  here but oiTers readers e complete planting list t y contacting Ium on the het at 
ga,aiwcsenrch@shanl.ntttli~~. 

Hu I~RYB llThere is R dishvrbing trend in our region. Lerps have been mound on constnl Blackbutts for many yew,  infestations being 
 nod noticenble in plants growing beside roads. I presume Ule exl~aust fimes have impacted on these plants and dlawed the lerps to take hold. 
FIuwever, in die last 5 years tile degree of infeslntion hns hecolne more pmnmced and more widespread. I noticd young vigorous I l l a w n  
BItae Gums Ewcalypitw bo!lyiodcb~X,ru~i~ra being heavily infected in K m g m  Valley, Uien it spread to the sauthem side of Cambewarra 
MamltBit~. Now tile lerps hncle sprend mmnd the volley onto altr place. T ie  trees in the entire valley show significent signs of leaf loss nnd 
lafge areas of the remnining pl~o~osynil~etic portiona of die remining Ieaves enten out by Chc insects. 

The unseasonably wnrm nnd wet winterlq~ring lias prompted species to flower out of season, e.g. Turpentine, Silvertop Ash and some 
Spoltcd G I ~ B  wcre out in Scpr. Also heard n Cgannel-Idllerl Cuckoo the other night (Oct 5th) - they ustially arrive late November. Other birds 
hnve bred enrly, Magpies and masked 1npwEeg htrve fledglings now. I wonder if tl~is i s  the real start to greenhouse warming." 



- PIET V m  W F F  DETAILS THE HISTORY OF HIS EXTENSIVE GARDEN AND ADJACEM' BUSH 
"You ~ 1 1 l d  be pIeased to h o w  ff mi a C~~~~servntinn Agreement has finnlIy been completed for our property. We have atmost 

completed ficncing off 2 114 km o f w n t m y s  to mcludc stock md llnve set I I ~  dternntive watering points for thc cattle. We receivcd W n g  
assistance and e n c o ~ ~ m g m a t  from Dcpt. u l ' L ~ d  nnB Wutcr Conservnlion, Lnntlcnre, Notuml Heritage Tnrst and otr Iocnl Hastings Council. 
Some arcas that were w e d  infested or just ovcrclenrcd 11avc beer1 rcgeneratcd and plantcd back to nntive vegetation, over 4,000 trees were 
pImted m ~ d  are now we11 eslablislled. 

: rile p d e n  was ope11 to the pbIic last October througlt the & Open garden Scheme, resuIting in just over $2,000 in enby fees. 
Mllcll of tfda wmt back to the Schema organisation to m c r  cost orndverlising nnd administration but I was ~ b t c  to donate the remahhg $450 
towmds Birds Al~stmlin's Endangered Species Appeal, The 1 0 ~ 1  bmncli of the National Parks Assn. dso benefited, W i n g  several hundred 
dollars from the sale of morniag teas and light IuncItcs, A very plcasing and marding molt. 

The Qld Tree Waratah (Oreacallis wickhamii, what's its new name currently?) was in full bloom at the time and attracted much 
interest and amration. Onc lady, n visitor from Atliertm Tnblelmtds whwe thcse lrocs grow naturalIy, claimed it looked morc impressive than 
any sIie lbad seen in her own region. E a r  to the Open weekend 1 cut down 3 well established Cocos PaIms which werc inadvertently planted in 
our e d y  dnys Ilere. No dolibt readers arr: awnre df 111eir potadin1 ns an %nvjronmmtal weed'. 

Enclosed is a leaflet containing a bit of garden bnckground l m d d  out to visitors. It reads - 'Tullnmore' Gardca ......,,..,.. Althotigh 
the house was built in the 1 9301s, when I came here in 1985 there was no garden to speak of, except for 2 silky oaks, 2 mary i s h d  dnte 
palms, a cluster of cnmphor Iamls nntf vcry littlc clsc cxccpt l am.  ale creation of a food gnrrlen was the first priority md it wasn't long 
before the vegie patcll m s  established an11 in full pmdtlction. A newly built pergolo on tl IC north western sided of the Ilousc was soon blocking 
out ttle hot snrnmcr sun rind gronning with the ~wigltt of kiwi h i t .  A variety of fniit trees - citrus, lychee, persimmon, plus Mncadamia and 
pecn11 nuts were nfso plnnred in our early days md nxc now providing fnod Ihro~~ghoilt Ulc year. ARer the establishment of tl~e food garden, 
pla~itings were somiwl~nt limited dtle to lack oS Amds and work commitments. hl 1990 sonic of tl~e grassed arens around tlie housc were turned 
into gardens of trees which were later underplanted with shrubs and ferns. A paddock strewn with rocks llindmcd ngiculkml production and 
maintenance, so these were subsequently collected and used to build r c w n g  ~ ~ 1 1 s  and steps, or simply placed amongst pinnts. These licl~en 
and moss-covered treamwes odi? a limeleas q d i t y  to the prden. It is a wild gmden w11m Uie avcrall effect is baiscd on the imitation of nntlue. 
It is not a garden where masses OF flowers stmd in neat rows, disp1,laying bright c o l m ;  this garden is more dependent on vnrintions of folingc 
and thc varied texhlrcs, patterns and lichens on Ircc stems. Once Ole plnnts nrc estnblisl~cd they are never wntcn:d - even in Ute most seriolls 
drougl~t, It is snd to see thc. amount of wnter which is wmsted tIlra11gh unnecessary watering. There are few casualties in a well-mulched 
grurlen. Most of the trees are from the Australinn minforcst or deciduous, so are naturally fre-resistant and actudly create a natural barrier, 
deflecting fue away &om the house ....... 

On the so~itliem side of thc howe is a smnll open field sometimes grnz.4 by stock, and dotted with pecan trees and native Hoop 
Pines. Across this fenced pnddock, a gate o f f s  an invjtnlimt to mtcr tlte inner ~tnnctum of a remmni native fosest. This wns fenced to exclude 
cattle in 1992, and aner removal of pivet  and blackberries the existing native trees were undcrplmted with Bangalow plms and various RF 
species. A vast m n y  of skd~orn, elkhom and Birdk nest ferns collected from other part.? ofthe properly wen: attacl~ed to trcc bunks  antl rocks. 
Trees were strntegicnlly plmtcd to form corridors to tE~c nmby bushlaad thereby extending nn invitation to nntive birds and animals so that we 
can enjoy their antics and glorious sang. The planring of too mnny nectar-producing shrubs Ilas been avoided to discournge "takc-overIt by 
aggressive honeyenters such as noisy miners and wattlebirds which drive away smnller bird species. Native animals get hungry too nnd the 
possums, bandicoots, sugar gliders ant1 wnllabi~~ c m o t  scsist bolping themselves to home-grown produce. W~en tlie maIe Satin Bower bird 
built his bower alonasidc thc vegie patch, I knew lImt if 1 ws to go on prducing vegetables and berries, I would have to build an enclosure to 
exclr~de the local birds ~ n d  animals. The wire netting still dlows access to m I l  insecCivm~ls birds. 

In 1995 the garden INS extended to incorporate an area af landslip, caused by Lhc Inck of soil biding roots of trees above a roadside 
cutting. This unstnble site wets pILlnted with Callisternmi and Melnleucas which h v e  extensive mot systms, idePl for binding the soil. Behind 
this frantline of kees, paths and rockwalls were established and a wide selection of trees planted. 

Beyond flie garden nnd into Uie open pnddnck below the honse, various native species have been planted for shade, and introduced 
deciduous trees planted to capture file apirjt of Ute scusonc, especially autmm. A gateway takes you alongside a dam, partly fenced off to 
exclude ~tock in 1988.. Water gums were planted to YtabjIise Lhe h k s  of tlle river, back in 1994. Native and exotic trees were planted on the 
kgl~cr banks to provide shade new a beout swimming hole wllich is nlso fnvarrred by Platypus. More than 3,000 tree8 have bcen planted where 
ove~zlearing 11Rd been previously carried ,out. This was achieved wit11 the assistance of L~ncicnre funding. 

"rile native vegetation that is growing on the property is being preserved - a walking trail has been constructed and passes through a 
diverse range of nnhvcll ecasystams." 

EVAN WEATHERHEAD HAS SOME BEJEF COMMENTS ON GROWING RF PLANTS 
My health is much improved now nRer n Gall Rlndder operation, so ka back into the frny again. Have been busy in my spare time 

over the past 10 days putting garden reruse throliell the d~reddcr and so for have a stockpile of about 2 cubic met= of mulch ready. 
The gardens RF m is graving well with some trees towering beh- 20 ant1 40 feet high. There arc: approx SO species in the 

ground plus over 50 more in pots; not bnd for a small block of land. Erm though it is winter, propngafion readults are pleasing with more than 
20 species thriving in a glass house or under a cold h e .  No result as yet rmni seed obtained during a stay on Norfolk Island, though from 
past c~eriences still plenty of time for much of tlds to geminate. 

Interesting to read about the YelIowood Rl~odosp~~uern rlrodanthmq my one fl owma magnificently each year and I often wondered 
wliy it never sets seed, not realising then: were nmIe nnd remale trees. By t l~c  wuy, it was the fastest growing RP' speeies of all that I hove 
planted - it has had to be pruned (with the d~ninsaw) hvite in the pnst 5 ycnrs as it had shaded out the b~rsh horrse. 

IANDYER IS ESTABLISHING A NEW RF GARDEN FROM SCRATCH 
Last year we moved into a new hou+se, just out of Runrlaberg and started a garden more or less from scratch, again1 Rainfall fimcnsts 

were for n wet summer so I planted s a m l  hundred plants before Xma.9. Alas. we received less than half even 'normal1 rain forcing constant 
hand watering for over 6 montl~s. Not: &singly the hnrdier local s p i e s  R I C ~  asFIi~lder.~iu, Jagem, Tuckmos md Figs have done the best 
on s1wiva1 rfitions. 

Our soiI is sand, which daesnT help during dry times, but a sand spear is option for extra water when .i;lnances are available. Other 
species plnntcd here include Syzigit~rn.~ (several variolies), Pndoca~t~s ,  Eiaeompttrs, Ctyptearia, Ran&, hreolitsea, Mebvsidems, 
Davidmfirr, Amrrcaria, Ha~ptrllia, Aleuntes, Endictttdra, Cmlmga, Cassia, Backli~~siu, M i . s c l t o q ~ s ,  Stenacarpws, Macadamia, 
Diplogloitis, Acrdnycl~iu, Bwnia, Ct~pun topsis, Gr~ptopIyll~mm md G~*evillen. 



Hoping for a wet summer this year1 Keep up the good work and thanks once again for your efforts with the NL. Always enjoy 
reading it. 

BIG txu.FGES FOE DON O'GORrnN rn LIZ rnYI;OCK AT rn-Om 
niey wrote tlmt Liz hns just camplcted her Mnskm o f ' E n v i m t n l  Science wit11 great d t s ,  n lot of 1m-d work but got a lat out of 

the c m ,  found it pmsonolly rewmding anrl llopes to work in n related field in the nmr  61trrre. Despite gettiag their gnrden welt established, 
Qicy fotmd the bavel to work getting to tl~m ant1 decided lo move closer to the CRD. They bongt~t n slightly smaller and older l~ouse at East 
Doncastcr and look r o d  to reducing cnr usc md tl~trs mnke R smli contribution to Greenhouse reduction us thmc is n relublc bus senice to 
tom, @lin easy walking distance. It Im beat a wrcncl~ laving il1& noronin property but were plenscd thnt the buyers liked the garden there 
md they Imp Umt Ute owners will retain nt lcnst some of it. The new place l~ a g d  sized block which ia fairIy flat and is presently mhly 
p m s  so they have lots of scope for es&Mislling n new wdcn. h well ns putting in their RI: fnvouritcs and n wide mg of local indigeno~~s 
species. a good sized vegie gnrtlen will bc set up, maybe a couple o f  c l ~ ~ o k s  to help it dong, A grey woter recyclmg system will be u~stallcd 
(Ed, wIdcI1 I gather will he very llandy as Melbourne seuns to be pcftminily shorl of mter. Thc pbwers that be still want n greater population 
though.) Tfley send their best wisl~cs to dl EFSG rntsnkm. (No rlo1111t wc dl wtmd our best wishes for a happy futurc at the new location) 

CUUIZE: SFUCKEL FINDS IT DFlWICaLT WYTB WCAL BIG FOO'l'E'fl DlsDS 
Like Ian filrlher n d i ,  Claire tca bas been sllort ofminfall snying - We live an n suburbnn bloek on the side of Mt. Gravatt and 

garden wit11 the help of a l q e  n~unbet of Scmb Turkeys. Hence vrilued plants stay in pots and llle garden area is covered with palm fronds, 
etc; nothing is mulched - just plnlnccd on the gnrden in ns big n piece ns passiblc. I have been w~ving 2 Tuocl~ocucom Imrrltra in self watering 
pots for 5 or 6 yenrs now, U f  s t.l~cy both flowcred vhy \~cll Md act n Iarge quantity of fnlits which I hnve planted. Time will tell if the 
seed is vinble. 

Though I was unable to support Peter Jurd and the Brisbane meetings I do enjoy the N L  as it is good to know what other RF pebple 
are doing. 

ALEX  PAL^ mms HIS mlw nr rs ALMOST o m  OF CONTROL 
Sydney members visited Alex and Mandy's inner S y h y  gardm over 10 years ago and though Ilaving t .  limited area was being 

established ~ 4 t h  m a s y  nlawnrra qecics. I-Ie mntioned thnl he is now hend llorticulturist nt R o d  Sydney CroU'Cluh he regularly passes an 
avcnue of Rcrrs hflli ~vhich was 'hated' by s e v m  p i n g  and injection o f  "Clipperi' lterbicidc (Pnmbutizol) and !lavenlt grown in sue for over 
2 years and wondms whethcr this will keg his plants in check too. Ile would now be ovmcas to check out the 17F sihmtion in Egypt. Turkey, 
mcecc etc.(not much there, Alex?) with the family before their kick move to high scl~ool. Tllaugh he wss pleased to hnve won the lo& 
Council's first prize for 'best native garden' mid there mm't much competition. 

MINfX GODPREY THOUGH TIUVEUED FZROOMP, -DARWIN mA'P6R ILaR RF 'FM' 
She hoped to see mnny new and intmedng piants as well as UE l 3dshv  paintings, rnajedc waterfalls of that part of Oz on a 10 

day cruise on 'Coral Princess'. Then stays at Danvin, Ciovc md Cairns beforc n rail trip to Chillagoe and the Gulf via Fcrrsayth agate country. 
On to Ule fnhIed lrm Range she lnat visited in 1487 and finally to a famurite spot -Mission Bench for the ftrFal2 weeks. Said it would be good 
fo pet nmy fram Sydney for a bit of m w t f ~ m  aftu a strctd~ of below o m g e  morning tmperaturcs. 

NOELlEiVE AND BOB HARRIS FIAW ALMOST RXSTORW TJBXR PATCH WITJ3 NATIVES 
"m properly is named 'Cedar Vievv'; a name suggested by n friend nRer he 'saw the vier++ but dm baause of a few matare red cedars 

nearby. It is in Curden of Eden Road an the Macpl~mon Rnn~e, on the northern side of tllc Tweed Volley. When we bought the land it was 
covered k llead lugh lantana, bwddlcia vine, madeirn Yine, palm gass plw all the soft weeds. There were &number of mture trees plus a Iut 
of sally wattles (Acacia rnelonaxyl~~~, 

When tile site for the house wns d d  olSanbm md palm p s  etc. we could see the view. Before &=.house wns even started the 
aoft weeds llnd grown back to waist high; rn hew ow priority would he to plant as quickly as possible on the cleared atea to control the 
weeds. We were very kcm to nvold ming Ro~mdup ot Umt stng, tve planted out first nt 1 - 2 mebe intervals in late 1994 before the 
summer rain. we bought sugar cme mulch, and spread it mimd libmlly. One problan is that om ltmd is on quitc n steep slope and the first 
of the Itenvy summer rains wnshed our nlulch into thc ncighbou~'~ m e * ,  wluch is mostly lantana, Also the soft w d s  quickly out grew OUT 
smdling trees. We trier1 slaslthig with cane hivex but fouud we were lighting n losing battle and weresorted to Roundup though ilsing it only 
whcr~ really necmsary. As we only lwve weekends to spend m our bit of b~isll we really lmvc no ofhcr option, 

We now have plenty ~f mturnl mulch in most arms. This is spread a r d  newly planted tree$. We longer use introdudmulch 
ae we feel it inhibits the growth of the natural gmnad covers whit41 appmr in abrmdrmce especially in ncwIy plardd aress. We prefer to hand 
weed to preserve such naiw-al regrowth. Ti% area amuncl the house is now completely vegetated with some gtovkL up to 10m. This is about a 
tflirrl of our 1 htctore propem, wc nrc now seeing 1ess.d t l ~ e  view bnt more birds at close me. We did not miove the sally wattles because 
we felt we: m u l d  just get more safl weeds prolifernting. As a milt we have dccd h c h a s  dropping from time to time but so far Imve luld very 
little damage as a resuIt. 

When illis nrca was completely plmtcd wc felt we ltnd gone srr far as wo mnId manngc - the trce lugh lantana mnde clearing the regt a 
daunting task. Thnt was n couple of years ago, Well, in April this yerrr Bob slunp, his bmlt hook into the last patch of lantana and we hove 
virtually nme left in the tpbund.now. We slashed antl then followecl up in a few week to remove the roots. The trash is left on the ground and 
makes excellent mulch. The soil nnderneath is great and o k  harhonrsr dormant trce wid shrub s e d  which subsequently germinates among the 
mmy ground wtcm nppring in cleared m s .  It is q i t e  cxcitirig to walk t.lmugh these plnces nnd sec the young seedlings appearing. We 
rarely spray tl~txe sites, most of the weeding i s  dane by hand so ns to avoid damaging unefging specimens; the dcucl lantann comes in usefill an 
small dnkes to mark tfieir wl~ereabouts. 

Before we start planting an area now, we plan wllerc p~thways ate to go iomt as the ttncks through the earliest plantings around the 
hcruse were mostly put in after the plant9 went in, a d  thmfare hnd to fit in with the exisling vegetation. Ollr pathwap break up the areas into 
c o m m m t x  whicl~ mnkes planting easier - dl the patl~s and c o r n p ~ e n t s  h v c  mc?, e.g. Cllndomy Circuit, Merlot Mmder, Buigmdy 
Bmlevarde, The Glnde, The Stntion, etc. Bob has put seats at intmPals all ammd the propew, it is great to sit in the bush after a hard days 
work with a cup of ten or a glass ofwine just taking in the sights ~ n d  sounds a m d  ID. Ihe pnll~wriys dso make it easier to move around the 
plnce antl give easy nccess ibr visitors, pnrtiarlarly those a bit timid of d e s ,  etc. 



Another important task warms to rcmove or inject cnmphor Inurcls estobtisl~cd hcre. This is ulmust m p I e t e  now although we have to 
watch for seedlings all tla time aa t l ~ m  nre plcnty in tlre monncling aren nnd thc birds drop seed. The d a d ,  standing cnmpllors also provide 
gseat pmI1 trces though. 

Altl~ough Ule Imd is nominally 1 Iu. some p t s  nre a1 n s t g e  of about 40 degrees which inmses the arm sifificnntly. The second 
third & clenred and plmted laet year and tlte bnl- will h plnnted in springlsammcr tltis y w .  We reckon it will take nbwt another 5 
years for ellough trec covm to mbstantialiy redt~ce w c d  coniml n.p !vc have good soil and the summer rain makeg for very quick growth, 
especinlly the weeds. 

All o ~ u  plants are labclIed including rink planted, nnd mtered on our database with source and location. this is where the 
~mpamnents come in handy, w can usunlly find n pnrtimzlor plmt quickly, if needed. We have put approx. 2500 plants into the ground in 
almost 3 yenrs and will probnbly experimce witliiirmvnl symptoms when there is no more clearing to do or pathways to build. It is a great 
exercise Ad the results &e extremely satisrying. 

You are welcome to visit any time or if members are visiting the narth coast please feel free to call in." 
Ed. Thanks Noelene. Readers may recollect their telling us, when joining the Group some years ago, their Sydney RF dominated garden was 
known as Epping Forest'; is this one the %4acpl1erson Scrub' 7 

JAN SKED DESCRIBES SOME RARELY CULTIVATED SPECIES IN HER GARDEN 
I rnnnnged ta rind cnougI1 space for molhcr R plants in my RF gnrdm nnrl I am Iroping to squeeze a few more in before the weather 

gets cald (written in March). 11e ones so Tar planter1 ate n dwarf, sacking form of Rmid.~onia pnrrlen.r, MalIotus msgadontrrs which is like 
M, claoxyloirle,~ but without ant 'bud ,smell1; Dictyonerrm o b f i r . ~  wlucl~ ia a mall trd sltn~b Fmm Nth Qld in tlie Sapindnceae family, 
C(offsg11n l>l*evis&la (fnmily R~rfncenc) n s1nn11 trec midl its soutl~em-mosl occurrence nt Mt Mcc whcrc I collected t l~e seek Dimpyms 
mabaem, Red-h~ited Ebony, family Ebenacae which is a very rnrc spcci~q in StIl Q. and NU1 NSW, Everfslia wrcciniifoia (fomwly Canthium 
v ~ c c i t ~ i ~ o l i r ~ m )  wlriclt is very sImv gmving 'but one I have always ~ ~ d d  to grow; S@giunr sp. Lockerbie Scrub wflic11 I picked up at a SGRP 
meeting nnd'buve bcen unable to find out nnylling r t l~o~~t  it; Ricirtocaq?~.~ specia~rts (Slto\vy Wedding Bush) a shrub which gows on the edges 
of RF md bas became very uncommon, it nevcr seems to be sccn in nlllivntion and s~ldom in the bush; m d  the last one is  an interesting little 
herbaceous shrub, Nyssanthes d~ffusa (Barb-Wire Weed) family lcmnm~tlmcene that occurs as an understorey in Dry W nnd hns m i s h  
flowers ha Mny c l u s ~ .  I llave ncver a n  tlus one in ctlltivution ciflter. 

We now have a six font paling fence m ~ n d  most nT wtr &!orden md it crates a much more minfmsty feeling, pIus giving us a 
grenter degree of privacy on our busy comer. I am starting to p h t  more ferns now, as they have better protection from the winds, although we 
still have quite n bit of wind thro~igl~ tile ynrd, I also fccl thnt I a n  plant ottt more valuable plants that I h v e  not liked to plant before in case 
they were stolen by passers by. Now they cannot see what i s  in the garden unless they corn tl~roilgli the gatcs. 'If1 get my act together, I may 
eventually get it in sitnpe to enter the Opm G d m s  Scl~eme. 

I h ~ v e  just serd oil'tlle latest editio~i of my book, 'fie F~ora of the P i e  Rivers VdlcJr to the printer. This book lists all the plants I 
have so far found in the Pine Rivers Shire, 1100 at the latest count but quite a pmentngc nre environmental weeds which I have also been 
cutaloguing in r a t  ycnrs. Ila SMrc Council. o r d d  I00 lmks iiml I did no[ 11nvc so Illad lo don quick reprint and found that I had mother 
100 plants to add to'those li&d in thc previous edition (I 996). Tfiis book sells senmbly  well t~ local people, especially those with acreage 
blocks, nttd my professionals who wnnt to know about the locd flora or plant indigenous species in our area. My first edition was printed in 
1981 and contained 530 species. Since then it has been reprinted in 1984,199 1,1996 uld now 2001 and endl edition has had more plnnts 
included. Pine Rivers shire Council are my biggest customers, which is very pleasing. 

AUDREY TAGGART TELLS OF PLANTING 'LONGSTEM TUBE STOCK' IN BUSH ~ S T O R A T L O N  
You may be interested in the work our Central Coast Group is doing to restare the buffer zone to a gully RF in Katandra Reserve in 

Gosford. The area we are working on had previously been used for farming and now has a reasonable canopy of ageing Acacia rnaidenii with 
good natural grass rover and some mttrrnl regrotli tlat seems to be dotmnnt. We p h  to try and get this to move by using a suggestion from 
the Nicholson$ Bwk Five. They mention staring Ill? seedlings in t l ~  soil by wing the nutrients low, instead of storing the seed itself. 
Appropriate nutrients are added to kick-start them into growth, as required. 

Our usual practise of propagation is to lift the seedlings that are growing on the pathways in the RF an i pot them up for replanting in 
our work areas (much the same process as the Nicholsons suggest). This process has proved very successful as vre get a good variety of species, 
the seedlings are strong and genetically pure. 

Last year Bill Hicks was guest speaker at our meeting - talking of his method of long-stem planting (srz enclosed brochure) (Ed. Also 
mentioned in RFSG N/L no. 49). We discussed with him the possibility of using his method for RF species. Bill hadn't tried them but could 
see no reason why not - our efforts have been successful so far. 

The seedlings are collected in RF as before and potted into 15 cm deep tubes and grown to approx 60cm with regular feeding and air 
root-pruning. Each hole was dug deeply and about 30cm wide and watered very well. Seedlings were planted at a depth of about 
25cm above the level of soil in the pot - i.e. the root ball and about 10 inches of stem were buried, leaving only about 30 - 40 % of the foliage 
showing above the surface. The original trial plants were planted out in Nov 2000 and are now (July) more than 2m tall - give or take a few 
wallaby nibbles. 

This exercise has been most exciting for us and a w o n W  learning experience. We are fortunate to be working in fairly good soil 
and a reasonable rainfall. SDecies (collected seedlings) - Acrnena smithii, Alphitonia excelsa, Bangalow palms, Ceratopetalum 
apetalum, Ficus coronata, Glochidion firdinandii, Sloanea austmlis, Syncalpia glomulifem, Synoum glandulosum, 
Tasmania insipida, Trema aspera .....(gr own from seed) - Gmelina leichardtii, T m a n i a  insipida. 
Ed. Kim Gollan had previously mentioned to me that they had good results from long-stem tube stock1 in regeneration work and Audrey has 
now confirmed that (at least initially) results are remarkable. It should be noted that the Katandra trials cover a wide range of species h m  
palms, shrubs, small and large trees and obviously many other species would be just as successll in similar situations. I will try out some of 
the plants I presently have in tubes ready to go into the regen area here on Booyongl; mainly Acacia irromta and ,!..moidenii, Hymenosporum 
Javum plus a few plants of many other species. It would be good to have reports h m  others in due course, of the results of deep planting of 
tube stock specimens. 

KIM GOLLAN UPDATES THE SERVICES AVAILABLE FROM THEIR NSW RF NURSERY 
The nursery at Bobin (near Taree) specialises in RF species, but also supplies coastal plants, hardwoods and general bush 

regeneration species; all grown without the use of chemicals. As well as maintaining a wide variety of species for various customers, plants are 
grown to order, they have a landscape design and farm tree planting service and 



are conqultanta an RF nnd otller hnbitat regenerntion. c m t  list lms 150 mia, ench with a brief dcscripticm of their hnbita and 
~refcm8 situntion. An mpitasis on Iocnl qccics is cvidcnt. Ilcnders intmcslcd in my of their services sl~o~lld contact her at Bulga Rd Bobin 
i429, or by phone, fax or -1. 

WAYNJl O'CONNOR IS ANTVOYED BY FORFSTRY PRACTISES AT EAST GIPPSLAND 
Over the last year, the spring was wet, summer extremely dry but a reasanable autumn allowed our plants to come through winter 

quite well. While U r n  was little growtI1 in Uu1 plants over summn; I nm amnzed hi all amn to be healthy and if this c a m b  summer has 
rcosonnbb mitts (w are we11 ond truly ovarduc for lllis) everything should d l y  tnlcc off. A7 well, I have got another mnte interned in IIF 
plnnts nntl hc luls, so far, planted out about n Ilalr a r c  is fidl of cnthusimt w1m it c m s  to anything reprding RF. 

Rere in h t  Gippslatid nt tlle motnmt, our StaSe Fomt mtm 1- mainly used for woodcllips unforhmtely, and this is due to 
poor m g m e n t  of our rcgion by tie Forestry Comndssion in pnst y m s  as snw logs stem to be rare. This m y  not be n RF issuc aa such, but 
I believe it does have m effect on Iocal RF llabiuts. I-laving workd for Naturd Resources and Environment for rune years, I have a good 
underatanding of what redly goes on in our forests; to obtain qnnlitv saw logs they me working in places they should nof e.g. on slopes of 35 
degrees or p t e r  wludr causa erosion and is ofim wk~m W species seem to mix with Eucalypts and to top il off it should be considered to 
bc tuo dnilgcrot~s to work such steep slopcs. Tla otl~cr problan is  tllnt our f m ~ t  oficcrs arc dl loo o h  trnined mainly fiom the logging point 
of view and not to protect sigtif~cunt ams, or pies. Most of llmn art: anly familiar with Etlcnlypts and often seem mnwnre of RI: species. 
They are also lmdcr a lot of pressure from llle 1oggi11g hdils@. 

I wonder how woodclupping pays for itsclf as Oicy are wrth only mrmd $35 a tonne, whereas 0.13. (Sow Grade Green) timber sells 
fm about $450 per tonne. Snwmi?ls in the district rm findi~lg it ]lard to k ~ e  wherens woodchipping seems to be thriving nnd I caanot 
umderstnnd how it pnys its wny us you still need to pay the fnlicr, dozer apmtar, m v n t n r  opmtor, log truck drivers and so OK so I wonder 
whether anyone knows if it is actually being subsidised and what sort of money taxpayers are contributing to k i e  unsus~mble activities, I 
have iliends in the logging1 sawmill industry and even they are concerned about it and the rate which areas are now being clear felled. I have 
just found out t h t  in our immediate area, the ratio of saw logs to chip logs is a minuscule 3% and I consider this to be wrong. 

A DIT MORE ON THE SMALL SIIRlW SENNA ACCLINIIS 
Noelene Hanis wrote "I have looked fairly carefully around the two plants we have in the ground and there is definitely one d i n g  

which I kneiv of, but thought it may have been a sucker as it was close to the stw of the parent. Then I found 2 tiny seedlings near the other 
plant which rook hopeful. Becll~~se the seed is so lmd ,  it mny takc some ycms for moistnre to penehte before they can germinate. Both these 
plmts lmvc ken flowering for nbout 4 ycnrs. 1 Ilopl: I nm nok cot~fusing Uicm with the Common C u s ~ i a  which grows everywhere around here. - 
we are farmer pulling him out. I lum lwd reasonable germination from soed sown in J~ne c a p i d l y  considering it was not the best tima of 
year to do so. I had gtmt dificulty nicking the seed d finally used the nniI clippers to do this. It worked ~vell; 1 did not soak than prior to 
sowing. 

!l'HE VERY RARE l?ERN ARTHROPl7ZUZSPALZSOTII FOUND AT A SECOND NSW SITE 
Charlie Charters reports that the Mid North Coast Fern S M y  Group July meeting was arranged for the Hastings area (Port 

Macquarie region) and it wgdecided to explore the forests near Rolland's Plains which turned out to be remarkably rich in the number of fern 
species to be found - over 50 were identified. 

The find of the day was A. palisotii, a natural cross between A. beckleri and A. tenella. In NSW prior to 1932, this fern had only 
been recorded three times but subsequent surveys of rhese locations failed to locate even one plant. After a gap of 61 years, MNC Fern Group 
found a colony in the Nightcap N.P. and have seen it on several occasions since. 'Wow we have found it again in the Hastings area, which is 
very exciting." 

Charlie told me that both parent species were growing within a reasonable distance fiom each other, and that there were a fair 
number ofA. palisotii growing at this location. 
(Ed. 'Aud. Ferns wd Fern Allies' hy Jonm rind Clemesha lists A. bocIcIen' us 'An attrncti~e, slender species that rorms mats on mcka ar trees in 
RF' . ..'hm Nth Q. to  ont them NEW. A, tmdla is la m e  shiny species usunlly found in RF, (Qld md NSW)'. -4, plisoBf - 'A common 
plant of the lu7s of N.E.QM from the coasts to the mges fmt bccmbg m in the smthm pmt of its range. It forms thick mats7 mostly on 
small trees in dark situations but is occa~iomlly found on mcks. In adlivntiun, very diflicult to establish.' 

THERE HAS BEEN JUST ONE TAKER FOR SOME OF TBE REGIONAL SGAP JOURNAIS LTC 
Darryl Wright took up the 12 years collection of SGAP Qld Bulletins which he donated to CREEK (Caboolture Region 

Environmental Education Cenbe) which is an hours drive north of Brisbane. The Centre is young, and vibrant. The Bulletins are to form part 
of the library which will be made rtMilable to the general public "so be a s d  your donatian will go to a good cause". (Ed. I am sure that 
these publications will be in high demand for just about every issue is chock full of useful info, and with strong emphasis on RF species and 
topics. Thank you Darryl for fmding them a good home. 

There are still the collections from NSW, Vic, ACT, Tas and SA a m b l e  and it would be good if they too au ld  end up in a place 
where they could be easily accessed by those interested in their local botanic history and plants generally. Otherwise as Susan Phillips 
suggested, I'll offer them all to the local TAFEs horticultural section. Hastings library is not really interested. 

JOE FRIEND ASKS IF MEMBERSHAVE RECORDS OF BIRD SPECIES EATING CAMPA0RI;AOREL FRUITS 
Especially in the Sydney area and ideally 20 to 50 years ago. His ongoing research into the toxicity/ wildlife/ invasive effects of this 

weed (a recent discussion on 'values as a timber resource' mentioned that in NE NSW it is estimated that they grorr at a rate of 3,000 tonnes a 
day. (They must be way out of control for this volumetric increme), Joe's earlier research found that Sai?ole is a significantly powerlid rodent- 
killer compound. Equally as d&g is evidence that koatas and possums chew the bark in various quantities (photos available); bark is 
extremely high in safrole%, though the root bark is higher still and it seems that bandicoots often consume this, especially after rain when the 
plents pus11 out new mots.. There Jeems to bc. a higher pmpart ion of dead animPls on roads where m p l ~ o r s  are domianting the vegetation 
than in ather sites b ~ ~ t  the tmdcrlying cause perhaps, chenricd ingestion that m y  wrlucr: those animals nlerlness or reflex actions, Hc is 
concerned that there has been no investigatians into this phenomenon 

Joe has put together a set of fact sheets - 30 pages including photo reproductians - with the apprbval ard cooperation of scientists 
and research people. The charge is $10.50 which I imagine would barely cover his costs. Contact him at PO Bo:c 105 The Channon 2480 if you 
have further information (especially on birds consuming fiuits) or seeking information. 



RICIURn LOGAN TO TWRN 'SRE W,GE GARDEN INTO A LUSH RAINFOREST 
(Rich I& offwith a brief comment on his md Leot~ie's stay at the Kumciman~' Dnllgog llidcnwny sayhg "it w ~ s  rather s w g e  wlten we first met 
Ros md ICcv 011 arrival, it was jikc we had known them for ages". Ed. Beryl and I Imd the snnle ilnpression - virtunlly instant rapport bccmls~ 
of so much in c o m o ~ ~ ,  ind~ldjnfi identical nttitrrdes of harmc)~~y 114111 mrturc.) n e y  fourld KRlirnnn cottage very cosy md well appointed pl~ls 
no plume md no rnol~ile coverngcl 'hey walked tJre Jcrnsnlenl Crcck Track at Banington NI' and recommend that  ariyone np ttlnt way tlo Illis 
w ~ l k .  Good veg., rarely sccn birds, even Kmlns. 

Decided to give in fitlnlly nnd plmt out the vegie gardm with Wspecies md tlle vegiea will go into pub. That area currently contains 
gome - Sopotc, Tammillo, Cihts, exotic Eirgetfim but there nre some dinky-di's as a base to build on, lilies, palms, tree fms, slmbs and 
trees. hlof l~er  16 qeciw IIOW been adder1 since t l ~ c  decision w ~ s  mode. It will be intmesriug to see what specics stwive and grow to Form tI~e 
cmopy; sornetimcs 1 have found it dific~ult lo work ont w11nP spmies will became domimnt, plnnts whicll YON will think will take off wit1 sit 
antl clo nothing whilst others take offunexpctedly. hn update o11 how U ~ h g  arc growing. 

,Qtigjlmr qarfopyII~m $!ow p w e r  here but i s  lnokine, w i l y  nice w i t h  fats of IICW m; been in the grotmd about 2 y e w  and is 
now nbnzil B'tiiglg S. erytlrrocmtyx mntinaca Lo Brow strongly despite whnt I hnve hmn told nbot~l slWival in gardens. Aro\md 6' high new 
lenvcs maanirit~g 325nun x 130nun, to my Ulc lcnst huge. S. nlflrrmriri~tt~r is 3 yeora old, mound 7' high and fn~ited this year for the first time. 
Rather nice to cnt nnd wheu~ it docs crop it does so in abundance. S.rIfln.siei gets n good hircut evwy now and thcn but is still &rowing nicely 
and is tltnlI in 3 yam, S, o1eos11a1 nbsolutely coveml in rlew growlIt, is new 9' Iligh b~t ycl In flower, A f~lrther 7 species were described 
urdudina15,avidso~1in jers~ynt~n in for 5 years, 9' tall ~ n d  hns fmitcd Cor 3 sensans now. Anyone wiUl thoughts on Aknnia Irrcmts 3 Been in for 
12 mo~rtlis nrld is vcry slow growing, mnybc needs more water7 (Ed. Owen Sneddan gave me an advanced potted specimen over 3 ycars ago 
nnd it stagnated untii I planted it out, Sincc then i l l l ~ s  done al~solutoly notlling otlicr tlw~ shod a11 leaves, but our soil i~ lotrsy and extremely 
dry, n water rcpelliug m u  I think. So I'd go along wit11 it ncedilig &ood drau~nge anti ample wnter. Others may confirm tlris, Or not. 

"ln general t l ~ c  gwcten is growitrg quite nicely and the frollt ymd i s  getting \vlvllere I wnnt it to he The back is a constant battle as tile 
dogs do insist on finding a nice plant goat1 for a bctl to snomf. on -md~er fnrslmti llg to sny the least. WRS disgsted to see the MBG's ridict~lous 
fl yulg fox cninpnign, lvl~at n j oke.. . . t l ~ e  lnrl colony [wing pcrsectttecl Tor man's et~viromentnl vontla1i.m of  the past1'. 

A9 well, there was R detailed description oCThe Wedding which ended up quite OK despite ... ..,.,.... (Made ours 011 sa long ago look 
likes real picnic will1 jitd over 11~lf tfle pllc!?ts nndmy missue R I I ~  I ellcling up witll food poisoning). Ask tllm nbout their big day1 They do 
though, U~mk the Group for our wcll \~isl~c.s snd expressions Cor lheir fiu111rc hnppincss 

A BIT MORE ABOUT FERTIZmRf 
Brim1 Collis has h e n  wniting pdiently for me to p n ~  on smne dctaiIs of an article he printed ill our lax1 APS N/L last March. 
~ u t x m  is o good Lime of the year to fceit otu plaids and soil ~nicro-orgmisms. Mmy of the items that plants need, m~ch as tutrogen 

(N), phoql~orus (PI, potassium (K), cniciiinl (CR), magncviun~ (Mg), sulplnu (S), copper (Cu), mmganesc (Mu), zinc (ZII), iron (Fe) nnd cobalt 
(Co) arc present in the soil as positively cl~arged ions (cnt ions) which may be in solution or attached to negative1 y charged larger organic or 
inargmic soil Micles  called colloids. Bccnltsc colloids nre smnIler thal ~icroscopic, being out of sight of microscapes, they can bc easily 
overlooked. ColIoirFs storc Ulc elements taedcd by plants. Both quantity and combinntion of cations in soil are important in detaining soil 
rertilily. Fertilizer annlysis, provided by suppliers cnn vary clny l ? ~  dny and from batch to btch. As well, 8 complete analysis is not alwnys 
provided. Brim Iialed Ille analysis dtls mcntimerl rir~emls on 13  product.^ readily available and the differences in their comp~sitian stands 
out Iikc a beacon. 01lly 3 produlcts allowed thc 6 Lmce elements - Aqufnsol(1973 pack ns well as a recex~t 2001 p~uchse) and Moxicrop. 10 of 
the 13 i~wfuded N, one, m 11icitcc prudttcl 'Urea1 wid1 46% 1 Dlonrl &Hone, Dynnlnic I,iltcr and Reactive Phosphate Rock listed both Ca and 
Mg. The word is - tnkc m e  in buying ymir Ecrtiliscm and sclcd for n slxcific use. Quite likely scverul products would be req~lired fwevcn a 
small area. 

In addition to animal manure, green manure, compost and organic mulch, artificial fertilizers can benefit the soil. (Continued next 
issue). 

XW,MS OF INTEREST FROM PUBLICATIONS RECENTLY RIZCLF- AT TI333 RFSG 'NERVE CENTRE'/ 
n l e  Marc112001 issue or BRAINSt PI& The Node1 like all their journnls, is full of interesting info. Featl~red items included the use 

of lute pioneer and early secondmy specics s11ch as Polpcins, Qrn~iunt~~trs ,  hdacuranga, 7ianra etc. which f l i t  annually and abundanily, 
attmcting bids  thnt, theoreticnlly, hing other seeds to rhe site, grow quickly Imt shed leaves reguIarly to build up nuseful litter layer; the 
detailed recording olrcgcncrntian of spcies undcr a I q c  Fig Fictrs nacmphy1lcr at Kenmore (14 months recording, 32 species with just !I 
natives tl~ougli only 2 of these nrc Toiutd in Ule iznmeclinte vicinity, ant1 tllc worrying numbers of exotics appcnring); the first of seven 'models of 
RF rehabilitn~ion' wi~ich WAS located an the Atherton Tat~lelnncls, detnils of a private regeneration project on a 5 ncre block nt Pedcr~l in north 
NSW which I think was originally Rig Scrub W, the imporlancc of ensurhlg genetic diversity when propagating RI: specicrr - a really flio~~gllt 
provoking contribution. I cotmend Illis OTo11p to SE Qld entl\nsiasts interested I1 h d s  on involvement with RF projects in that region. 

Likewise Sydney people wanting a constructive involvment in restoring Ill? should consider an associati011 with the 'HawIcesbury 
RE Network'. aclivc in the wcstcrn sectors ofthc metropolis. Robin Woorls of 20 Skyline Rrl Mt Tomah 2758 wo~ild send you a relevant 
summary of thcir acl~ievcments rind activities tlmt includcq irlcritificnlion, worksl~ops, preparblg property plals fc~r weed control, species lists,' 
bud~walks and biodiversity slweys, informative NII~,leaflets nurl references, plus much more. Network's Jm~e NII, includes a report on a 
talk 'RF Restoration' by Dmion Sliding Bushcm co-ordimtor for Greening md is cq.spcialIy familiar with Illuwarra Ws, more on hntana 
bmtles und a recipe for Wantiering Jm i"~u,descu~ttia alba, 'Xnid to hnve bee11 used successfully on thick trnd under sml1  lettved privet in a 
dnmp creekside arca, T l ~ e  trnd 11~s died completely nnd is being rcplmd by ~nstivc grnsscs md maidenhair ferns. It involves 5 l i e  of water, 
into which you dissolve 2 hadfills of Sulphntc ofhnmonio, Uten udd 100 - 150 ml of Rolmdup. Spray the Vod once - it takes 3 wccks to kill 
tl~e w e d  and aiso kills small privet aecdlings. P.s. this wilI bc p t t c  dangerous to use rnyrvhcm near frrrgs, so watch out for them first.' 
If you try this method, please let me lolow of your resutls so that 1 cnn paso (hem on in our pags  and to Ict Robin h o w  too. 

Gunns PEarttnlions Lid (our largcsl locally uwncd tiztiber cumpntly) nlwaya 11as solnetfling in ench NIL to astanid1 me md April 2001 
wns no exception. "A 18rge proportion of the world's vellecr  resource.^ has been supplied from Indonesia over the past I0 years. This resotine 
is rapidly dirni&hing." "Paper cmsumplion in China has grown at a mte of 7% p.n. and now exceeds that of Japan." (ntnt is a doubling of 
const~mplion every 10 ycnrs st) at this rate by 2050 they will be using 32 times more papcr than tliey do today. So that equates to their use of, 
say, a million hecttlrcs of forest prescntl y, ui 50 years time they will need 32 million hn. every year. From your backyard? Or maybe &on1 your 
nearby National Park) 



From the 'Frog and Tadpole Study Croup' - advice that Marion Anstis' Tadpoles of south-eastern Australia' will soon be available 
(Garry Daly in conversation thought it should be in the shops in January). Many of us have been looking fonvard to obtaining a copy of this 
book of281 pages, 268 colour photos and detailed descriptions of &I species of tadples and frog eggs. 
Fa~s  luve also dislributed two new Frogfacts - 6og Hygiene for captive frogs which is of critical importance to control the terrible Chytrid 
fungus, but also a new disease of the Ranavirus group that has been found in Oz. Garry, who is especially interested in frog ecology, 
mentioned in one of our conversations that some Ranaviruses are thought to have got here with exotic tropical fish species, (actually in the 
water importecl- with them) and we all know of the eEciency of our quarantine procedures don1 we.. . . . 
The other Frogfact is "Collecting, Raising and Releasing Tadpoles which contains a wealth of info on the subject. Bear in mind though that 
some States require those wanting to keep tadpoles in captivity obtain a permit to do so. In effect the usual requirement to observe proper care 
and protection of your few animals but.. . . . . . . if you want to develop your pond, stream or wetland for economic purposes the authorities allow 
you to annihilate such ecosystems md often extend their congm~ulations to the deveIger fw his efforts in increasing the GDP and for my job 
creation which may go with such activities. All 8 Frogracts are available from the Gmup on request, and I think that they appreciate a 
small donation to cover the costs involved. 
(While on frogs), Garry Daly has been doing targeted surveys for Heath Frogs and detected 100 over 4 nights. It appears that the Shoalhaven 
is the hot spot for this species; they breed in upland streams close to woodland/ heath and occasionally in ephemeral pools. 

And from our own APS or SGAP regions - Canberra's June 2001 Journal has a thought provoking 5 pages on 'European Landscapes' 
describing an intelligent attitude to maintaining existmg vegetation or replacing it in areas where it should have b e ~ n  kept . The comment "The 
pattern of inheritance of farms from father to son in Europe also helped ensure that farm vegetation there remained basically intact. Na such 
inlubition confinined the early E u q m n  setllers in counlries such as Auslralia. Argentina and perhnps the USA wltere thc motivation of 
individual settlers to clear the land was usually encouraged by their govemnients." ......... lhree pages made up l'art Two of their 4 part series 
on the use of fertilisers (in Canberra) but would be relevant to many growers throughout Oz. Good basic experiences. 
Victoria's June 2001 N L  on European Wasps and Native Plant Survival points out that the wasps sugar source is obtained by eating fiuits and 
their protein comes from (usually) eating insects, often our native bees. Another activity of the wasps is to eat the fleshy h i t s  of plants. This 
damage makes the fruits less attractive lo birds and possums which normaIly disperse Uie seeds. E q a n  wasp me a potential problem that 
presently s c m s  to be ignored by relem~t state authorities ....., .., Then rhere follows a report on the Wangnratta Common Gnsslmd Reserve 
which is an almost unique mmt of the districts nalural vegetation and of ihe tlmts over the years lmd ken suiccessfully opposed. 
Now however, an alliance of the Victorian Treasury, Lands Victoria arid tlue City of Wmgmlta are combining their resources (all 'advocates of 
sustainable development') to ensure that an important 3 ha area is destroyed contrary to a previous agreement. The message seems to be that 
you cannot trust your local, state, or fedml  administrations to adhere to theirpladges, promises and agmments to pratecl individual sites or to 
uphold any general principles which they may swear on the bible or whatever 
Qld's June 2001 issue included a letter on germination of Wallum seed that cantaincd a sentence "Galtnia sfeberiana has not proved a 
challenge, as this has can be grown after burning the inflorescence and planting the fresh seed." No doubt this method would be applicable to 
other Gahnia species and will enable all of us to obtain plants useful to help achieve a situation as described in the following topic1 
Andjust to cotrfirnt t11d our Socieo is in fad facing up topresent-day realities, cot~iakr the follo~virrg. Qld's Sept 2001 Bulletin includes 
Did you know that we have recently changed our motto from 'Preservation by Cultivation' to 'Cultivation, Conservation and Education' to reflect 
this change7 (A contemporay vision for SGAP)' 
While Victoria's Sept N/L announces 'that a major way of giving something back to our community will be for APS Vic to purchase a Victorian 
prwrrty of high biological significance to 'buy back' and preserve Umt is significant habitat for native plants and animals. ... about to consider a 
number of possible properties with a view to purchase under LIE Trust for Nature. This is one of the most exciting and significant venture tttat 
we have considered; we hope that our enthusiasm is shared by you all.' 
(Ed. Victorinn society has led the nation with its attitude Uint c~~ncemed people should band together to acquire and protect worthy places for 
other life forms - the Bird Observers Club hss bought up a number of properties over the years as well as obtaininz.others from bequests. It is 
good that APS is adding to society's protected environments. 
"Australian Plants' March 2001 devoted 5 pages to 'A Plantation Timber Industry' based on the Jack Mitchell concept of site preparation, 
planting, care, recommended species, all 14 listed were well-regarded RF species of economic value. 

SOME NEWS ITEMS THAT MEMBERS SENT FOR PUBLICATION 
The Commonwealth Dept of Environment is offering money under the National Weeds Program for 2 priorities - Weeds of National 

Significance (20 species) and Alert List for Weeds (28 plants). Someone forwarded un ad from last May giving ~lalnils on low to apply for 
funds and the genml prioritiesl of areos that should be considered. 'Illere are u ntunber of weeds Iisted that arc ~,roblems in RF habitats, e.g. . 
Lantana, Mimosa, Rubber vine, Tliunbergia and likely others that I m nol faniiliar with, some water or wctland irivaders, a few arid nrcn 
problems and a lot of agricultural threats. We hope that a lot of money has been allocated for this activity and that good results are eventually 
achieved. 

Rod Cook sent a newspaper article 'Ecological Trail fiom Dirty Spud to Shiny Chip Circles the Planet' which elaborated on the report 
in our last N L  on the cost of a packet of chips. Additional points to 'this remarkably complicated and environmentally costly journey required 
to turn a spud into a brightly c 0 1 5 d  product include' (for one m a n u f a m r  only): Potatoes come from anywhere in eastern Oz, Sunflower 
seeds are inainly grown in cc~jtraI Qld, sent lo Newcnstlc lor processing into oil which is then fmcked to Sl~epparton, as are ?he spuds. Salt is 
obtained at St. Vincent's Gulf. Now the packet itself, which nobody eats and few recycle is a complex component indeed, consisting of 
aluminium foil, inks, and plastic film. This is made up from materials mined and or processed from - Italy, Melbourne, Sydney, Europe, North 
America, China and India. It's rather bizarre, the efforts our geniuses go to ensure that as much as possible that all consumption is as 
complicated as possible, 11sw the maximum amount of fossil fuels as possible, and involves the greatest distances of hnsport as we are able to 
calculate; as well as producing the maximum mount of waste in every operation of manufacture, disuibulion and packaging. 

YOU MAY HAVE OVERLOOKED THE IMPORTANCE OF GRASSES FOR HEALTW FOREST SOILS 
'Friends of Grasslands' an A.C.T. group based mainly in the ACT, Kosciusko and southern NSW have great activities and an 

interesting N/L with an emphasis on grassland -woodland habitat. However their May 2001 issue included a couple of paragraphs relevant to 
our own interests. "It surprises many people to discover that both root mass and microbial biomass can be much higher in a healthy perennial 
grassland soil than in a healthy sclerophy11 foresi soil. For a gmsslmd to bc healthy, however, requires much more &an the presence of grass 
species,. Tie biomass of the lops and Il~c roots of grasses are roughly equnI, forming a mirror imge - short grasses hove short roots, vigorous 
grasses have vigorous roots ...... In addition to increased soil water Iiolding cnpnciiy, I q e ,  fibrous root sysletns provide n multiplicity of other 
benefits including cr~sion co~itrol, soil aerntion, hbitat, and a continuous st~pply food supply for 



soil biot~l .... If tllcrc are no pnrnar~cnt roots In Iha soil at all, a wholc suilc vl'mil dcwt ln l io~~ problems will ensile inctucling soil structural 
declille lllltf n u k i d  loss." 'Shere wcre r~lrll~er rcfct crlccs Lo snlinisaliull zllld grnxin& tvlliclt rirc 1101 ic~cvntl( t0 ~nr~s t  ura3. 

I<eflcctjtlg on illis, I dccirlccl tltz11 Ihc handnry linc ol'II1; ve~clnlior~, liritl Ole wc( sclero~~liyll arms ns v~cltprc dc~ise, strong and 
llcnldly cvcn tlin~rgl~ tltenrljaoent clemd Inr~d is in plftces dominntccl by pnsture (exotic) sljccies. I hnvc ~ I \ v R ~ s  becn impmssed by the dm~sc 
nqlI orvcgdntion on llle cxporied wcstcnl bw~uldary herc tit '13wyoug' tiild oRcn poini this out to visitors. 'rile rniin specics here is the srutnll 
lenved T~tckeroo Crrpniop,~i,~ pr~iJoiirr bttt Cirtioa scnrigin#cn, flamlin nliclacocca (Doughwood), Al~odomyrfus psidioides (Native Guava) 
Mi.w)tocn~prr,~ (Pcer rrlrit) n t d  oU~es RF trees nlso mnkc 1111 lllirr '~vnll'. A fine specimen (only a couple of these are known here) of 
Enmarrospemm olph i to~r ide .~  (Yellow Ash) is thriving in Ll~c n p ~ ~ l .  Yet the planted arboretum by tlie house is struggling - dry, ytlk soil, no 
r~nluml lit(cr, little mi1 shrclt~ue with no won113 c1c tn be f o ~ ~ r d  11nd Few small reptiles or invertebrates in that area, unlike even t l~e  dry Euc 
h~bitnt ~vl~ere IJlere i s  nl'rvqts some ttt~imrh lire to Iw: spotted it1 I ~ c  native grasses such as Tlrenleda (ICangaroo grass). There are no tufted 
grasses at the planted nrw, some Ihirlgs like cnrpet grass, wenk gmundcovers as Con~nrelit~n, Pratia etc but nothing with good fibrous root 
systems. 'That is citl~er proof tu me, or perhaps ci~ccirnstnnlial cvidcnce tl~at you do need those robust and non invasive grasses to give your RF 
or other nntive gardens R I~enltliy soil environment m lllt~t they lliay Ilhve, or even survive in difficult conditions. 

TWO RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS WHICH M V P  BEEN VARIOUSLY REVIEWED 
Tllc SkcptEcnl Xr,nviranmcntnlist by Djom Lo~nborg has bccn giver1 a lot o f  pnl~licity rcccntly, Basic~lly, his crnphasis is U~nt 

mainstream cnvironmenlalists me almnlists and Ilr~ve been crying 'tvolf neerllessly. Sornc consider Iiis book is l11c fw t  dctailecl a td  
comprcl~easivc ntlelnpt to cnll tl~c consemfition movcmctil to nccorlrll for its vnrious concerns lo our plnncts ~ ~ d i s n m c r ~ t ,  ntld n see  wit11 his 
clnitns tllnt just ns we nre u species cnpd~le oCdn~llagiiig ola plrnlet we are also capable of fixing it, and even that the repair job is already under 
way. He snys that tllc clnirned loss ol' roresls, biodivcmity rchction, chemical pollution, climate change, overpopulatioil and degradation of 
rresllw~ter syMems l>y enviro~uiicnlnIists rrild scientists is merely "~IIc J,itnr~y" 
I worry ~bnur n person who rcriites snl~posed 'held w141o is unnldc lo spell correctly (as in sceptical) and particularly by his claim to having been 
lmrlillg Clrmpcncc nctivi~t (111<:y Iinvc tto murt l  d u l l y  i~~vofvclucnl). If you cnnnot be Ilonest about your background, you Iriay have 

(IimcuIiy in goining conlida~cc in your l i e  bonk of350 pnges costs $49.95. There are said to be 3000 footnotes in the book to prove that the 
doommyers clnirns nre wrong, but critics say tlrnt trc ltns dor~c jlist wltnt he accuses others of doing - using selective points to justify his stance. 
I\ few criticisms of"Lumbctg's clnin~r: 'PA?S' Scld 200E NII, refcdng to funding discussions, quotes "50% 81f frog species in Oz are listed 
ns llttentefled or en<lattgcrcrl; 218 rlntive at~bnnl species me. listed ns threatened or vulnerable (40 animals have been made extinct in NSW 
alone in the past 200 ycnrs, mld inore U~nn 1430 known Auslmlia~ plant and animal spcies are cr~rrently 011 t l ~ c  road to extir~ction - let aio~rc a11 
~utknov,~l ~ i m n l ~ r  of iuaccts m d  otllcr jnverlcbmtcs." 30 q ~ c i e s  wcre nddcd just last month (~cpt .)  [ ~ d .  Fcderill goven~nlmt tl~en allowied a 
whole half million dollars for 40 'recovery' projects. $12,500 each! How can we afford this vast sum 7 we shoultl ask. Particularly when some 
unusually intelligent National Party pollie ~nar~aged to get $275,000 to remodel the Macksville (NSW) Swimming Pool. He loves a swim but 
twndcm what an endangered qccies could well bc. 
tornhorg clnim thnt the plnnek fomts actunlly increased Tmrn 30.04% in 1950 to 30.89% in 1994 ancl that just 0.08% of spccies become 
extinct cnch year, That is an cspccially brillianl asserthl, considering that pcrhapi 95% of species arc us yet lmidenlitied. Artyvay 0.08% pa 
resulLq in an 8% loss in .a cerltluy and a tolnl extinction of the plnr~el's life forms in just 1250 yem. Yotl'd hrivc to be pnrtinilarly stupid and 
insensitive to boast that it would take a little over a millennium for a so-called intclligcnl species to destroy its hnsis Lbr s~iurvival. Vten ngni11 it 
Itas heen onIy since the recent dcvcIopmet~l of wvcslcm capitnBsl cutit~re hut  has led to our crlrrcnl unthinking mntcrinlistic m d  consumcr 
driven way of life. Man bs existmi on this plm~et Tor pallaps 500,000 yetlrs, living in reasonable h m o n y  with nature until recent tinles and it 
is allllost tmbelievablc tltat in the mere blink arm eyelid, tvc could kr~o~viogly pt~t nn end to n billion ymrs of evolution. 
It is difficult to believe that the worlds forests are increasing 1v11en we arc told tl~al recent sntellite pl~otos s11low Ulnl 15 co~lntries linve lost 

substantial areas of closed forest, Australia is included. The UN has targeted those governments and asked how they plan to protect the 
remaanis. Yet another report in Scptcmbtr nominated Australin as being one of the major lmd c l e m  with 563,000 ha destroyed every ycnr. 
Forcst Minister I'uckey will no dottbt re~ssltre us dtrring the election canpign  thni Ilc will single hmdcdly rcplncc.evcry felled tree during the 
term of the new parliame~it. 

'Growing For nrolre"s s no-nonsense book writtell in lively layman's language by Tim Morrow, a one time lecturer in economics 
nrtd technology. IJe c o v m  Qe pmblc~n.. to socicty or the p l m ~ i t  orenrlless "growtll" as the principal economic objective and criticises econolnic 
mtiawli.sm, corporate cxcms, sefl-scrvittg pnlilicinr~s nnrl increasing c~tviromnental degradatio!~ Rig business, govemneut and the media 
purwc cconomic grorvtli before n l l  other policies, As ~mrtmyed to file public, the idea that the economy must grow a bit more each year seems 
ns nnl~trnl nnd esse~ltinl ns brcndiing. Morrow points nnl llint since 19130 gross global product (GDP) has r i s d y  about 20 tiines - an average 
zlnna~l gmwlh rnlc ovcr dl(: pcriod oT34ru. 111 rcccrit ycnrs the mnnunl growth rate has been 4%. In the unlikely event that the economy grows by 
rlNpn ior the next ccntrry, Ihc ecolim1y in 2100 w i l l  bc 5 0  time3 its pmsent size! 111 the year 2082 tlie economy will be so large that 4% p o d ,  
ill i l ~ a l  ycnr will be the entire ot~tptd or tile cxistirlg global economy in 2000. He osserls that the planet cannot htmdle tlle ~mwanted by-products 
OC the luh~re growtIi economy - il?creaserl pdhdion, resourcc dcplclion and environmental destruction. Alternative economic systems would 
provide n better q~idity of lift fnr most of the com~tni ty ;  but chm~gi~tg the economic culture into something more sensible and sustainable will 
I I O ~  bc eaq. Vmtcd interests hnvc a hig stnke in the growl11 econonly. Some of the issues and consequences of economic growth examined in 
the book mc * Popttlnlion policy * Globnlisntiun * Lnnd cleuring * Corporate excess and executive salaries * Emasculatioll of agriculture * 
Global warming * Resource depletion. (A summary of the books review in 'Sustainable Population Australia' Jrune 2001 NL) ...: Ikis 384 page 
book costs $29.95 from the Melbourne publisher 'Tomorrow Press'. 

RAINFORESTS OF S. E. NSW - AN APS DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE AVAJLABLE TO THOSE INTERESTED 
Several members have send me this pamphlet which describes 5 different types of RF between Bermagui and Nadgee; Val Williams 

wrote that it was produced by a Paul McPherson with funding from the Lisle Pearce Memorial Award (Lisle bequeathed a substantial amount 
to APS years ago). 

The different sites give brief details of - a coastal Warm Tempzrate RF, a hinterland W??IF, a littoral WTRF, a Cool Temperate RIi 
and a dry RF dominated by the Grey Myrtle Backl~orisiu tllyrtil;din and directions on IIOW to gel to them. I asstune that moch mom infomation 
would be avajlnble rram tllc lacnl Foresly onicc (nfior 11 tbesc plnccs would have once been state rorest, outerwise they \vanld linve beeti 
totally cleared or substantially degraded) or from-the district NP&WS who now administer them. 



THE LATEST NEWS ON SOME IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 
Tl!e threat from the Fire Ant. Autl~orities me taking this one seriously, for a change. $123 million has been allocated to locate and control 
ant colonies; il seems that an area of60,OOO square lans of SE Qld is considered to be at risk at this stage. Van Klaphake passed on a copy of a 
1995 'l'cxns .paper aivirig a dctniletl accuutil or Ikeir p~mcnrl ll~rn~lgl~ the IJSh since tlicir nccidcl~[nl intmdrrctia nbout 70 yem ago. Thcy are 
expectcd lo infest nl>oui nbnul25% of (liol wk1n2ry, consame almosl any nnimnl or plnnl nintcrinl for food, cconomic cost $3 billion a ycur (in 
1995) with pesticide atone exceeding orte biilion doIlm p.n. one  chilling comment -W;cn fire mts come into nn men, they ereatly 'simplify 
the ecosystem. They rlmmuticnlly reduce the ~~tunber of olhw geeiw tlint P T ~  present." 
Government unable to afford an cffcctivc quarantine systcm. It seems rimming - a mcre 3  hipping continers ill every 10,000 brought into 
Oz is inspected, There are 1.6 million containers brought into Ox each years so the figwes disclose tl~d a mere 480 containers a year are 
exmlinetl, TIlis is the very reason why Fire ants, ngrictilturd pests and diseases, drugs etc get into our envimnmcnt. If I was the h ime 
Minister I wouldn't be bragging about "the competence of my government and the outskinding jobs flint my ministers c;trry out." 
The Grey-headed flying fox is acknowledged a vital RP plant pollinator. The species is listed as endangered and has undergone a 30% 
drop in numbers ovcr the pnst 10 yew. Ecologists are cxlrernely cmccrncd that the NP&WS have issued licenses to fruit growers to cullkill 
numbers of this mnmmal. It wouEd 1x blteresling to ascertain if pnyrnent is reqttired for such permits. 
But in Qld the federal court is trying to protect Spectacled Fruit Bats. It overturned an earlier decision that a lychee grower could 
continue to electrocute those bats because they caused him severe economic loss. Fruit growers are upset about the ruling as they don't know 
how to protect their crop. Thought of netting? 
Sallnlv tSireat to forests snd fnmr 'the most serious threat farina AustralIn today'. @'M PIowrd in Oct 200). Yo~rtgovemment 
allocnterl$100 million a yeor to mctify this problem (estimnles of $GO biliion will be rreeded to fix U~is problem). TO date not one ccnt hs 
been spent, but your goverrunent has given Boral Ltd - a large and profital>le group 322 1/2 million to upgrade 5 north NSW timber milk so 
that they c m  process a Etiminishinp, forest resource at a faster arld more profitable rate than they have done in the past. Minister Wilson Tuckey 
made this annor~ncement this week, in his usual dignificcl and cl&g manner. $47 million was allocated in the budget for tax rebates to big 
companies making donations to political parties. That leaves just $30 million for other (now) greater problems aflccting big business; nature 
and f m e r s  will have to take care of salinity in the meantime. (Non-core promise number 1297) 
Logging protests incrcasing in NSW. As I write; there are 5 non-violent forest blockades in northern NSW trying to protect high conservation 
value areas of old growth vegetation. There have been associated short protect gatherings outside 7 Forestry offices. The one at Wauchope 
included 12 people, mostly geriatrics like Beryl and myself- it would ba good if a few more young people became a bit more interested in their 
future, though I realise that many in the forests are younger and are doing their bit for us all. The saddest thing about all this is that Premier 
Carr did pledge before the last election that logging would cease in all areas of old growth. That is one of the many reasons that he now has a 
mere 30% approval rating just a couple of years afler his good win in the polls. 

Some of the reasons for keeping the comparatively small remnant old growlh forests, including RF and other rare forest types are: 
habitat of threatened species; provide clcan water, recreation and tourism values while well managed production forests supply honey, oils, 
timber and other lmman needs in perpctuily. 'I'hc co~nrnul~ily seems to have dccided that t l~c  large areas modified by past exploitation should 
supply om material needs and that unnltered remnants be protected as being of value in their o\ljn right. 

At this very moment, the good citizens of Bellingen are protesting by the hundreds at their councils plan to remove a number of 
problem Jacarandas from the main street; likewise at Tenterfield many locals are strongly objecting to removing problem Claret Ash. Gee it 
would be good if such numbers of concerned citizens were aware of the often wanton destruction of native trees and as strongly objected at 
these events. I'm starting to feel Uiat the priorities of the few concerned about our natural habitats may be misplaced, and maybe we should 
turn our energies into assisting the acclimatisation societies with their apparently popular aims. 
NSW has not yet reached the planned 'no nett loss of native vegetation by the year 2000' guarantee. This was a pledge made by the NSW 
government some years ago but it will probably never ever be achieved. The figures show that 43,000 ha of natural vegetation was cleared in 
the year to June. The relevant Minister initially tried to deny this record but finally admitted that 80% of clearing applications had been 
approved, some for timber plantations (always an intelligent move to clear trees to grow trees) and for cropping in the far west of NSW (a 
brilliant move, to grow food in the more arid zones). 
Deliberately lit bushfires are ravaging many coastal areas. It has been the driest winter for at least 80 years for much of the NSW north 
coast, and Qld too has been short of rain, so those deplorable people who obviously get a great deal of pleasure ii i destroying our vegetation and 
the killing and agonising injury of wildlife are having a field day with their terrible actions. They are rarely caught but often, in the past, the 
few convicted received lenient penalties, for some unknown reason. Some people consider they are 'sick' and nec:d treatment; others feel there 
is little difference in destroying a couple of valuable high rise buildings than in obliterating an entire natural ecosystem. Come to think of it 
though, a country presumed to be connected to suspected terrorists is being destroyed by bombing and starving, just as surely as have some of 
my regional ecosystems - by a mere match. 
While today's news (23.10.01) disclosed a huge area of northern Aust being burnt out. The 'responsible mining industry' (as it liked to call 
itself some years ago) responsible for the Gulf destruction as that fue was started in a mining camp on Riversleigh station and it has so far 
burnt out much grass and woodland, monsoon RF, and 80% of the once magnificent Lawn Hill NP. Similar devastation happened in the N.T. . - 

during winter where 30 million ha is burnt annually, as mentioned in our last N/L. 
Daintree RF starved of funds and in danger of becoming a mass tourism site. The chairman of the Wet Tropics Management Authority 
made this claim some time ago in his quest for an additional million dollars a year to administer the World Heritage Area which covers 
895,000ha from the Daintree to Paluma. The region brings in $750 million in tourism income each year while the managements operating 
budget has been cut from $7.1 million in 1996 to $5.2 million in 2001. He is particularly concerned that unless tourism can be spread into 
other parts of the Wet Tropics, Daintree is in danger of losing its unique character because of the pressure placed on its ecology. 
The search is on for seven Qld RF frog species. Two of these are thought to be extinct (both are gastric brooding frogs) while the other five 
are considered rare. The report was brief and did not name these, but it would be good to locate areas where they may be surviving. 
Globalisation and growth - some good news, and bad. On world economic growth, it is estimated that this has dropped to about 2 112 % a 
year and we are in big trouble as this is almost a recession. There has been around 4% in recent years which greatly benefited the world's 
economies. It seems that with a doubling of consumption only every 28 years we are all in big trouble ..... But globalisation should save us all. 
That system 'brings prosperity and increases national wealth, the poor are better off, and there are benefits to trade and investment'. There was 
no mention of a universal basic standard of living, adequate quality of life for all, environmental rights or freedom of association but we need 
not worry about that - we will be too busy consuming and leading the good life to worry about such minor needs. These miracles of modem 
man do everytlung except making trees grow. 

My thanks to eveiyone who has contributed to this NZL - I  thinlc I've caught up on most of the backlog.. 




