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"Arrvtrnlirrtrr I t ~ r t l ~  t r  /riK1t strrke itt the .~trrte of tlreir. etndr~orirrrerrt. Ow. l~&.vtyle.~ arrd l i v e l i h d  deper~d on its health." (State ofthe 
lI~lvirtnlrnctll 2001 reptxl,). 

WELL, AS ?TIE WAL~IJS  SAlll - 'TlIR TIMI3 HAS COME' 
S i  is wit11 ll~c prc~vcshial tinge torsatlnew tllar I liavcjttsl atn)u( cmpletcd my final N/I, As ymi know, I l~avc put in over 12 

years it1 [Iris pcaitiwi o1'I1IiSG tcrttlcr aud N/L prtnlucer. 'Illis is Sir Iot~gcr Ihzut any paid jrlb I hcld in my wrnkirlg career; 
. [htnrgll 1 rlid p,et cltm will] Ilnsl~ Ilcgcacrnlion in varirnn Sydney Rc~erves Were I spent 11 1/2 years. ?hat m!i prohahly the 

rncH sntispif~g, wxk in my lorlgwrccr, dlong1:lr i l  wds delirtitcly t~clpfril that cl,ildrcn werc owuur bands, the itlorlgagepaid, so 
wc didn't rieed n big incurnc 
1 .carling IlVSG 113s srtrcly hc~~eliierl rnc Itlore t11a11 rt~crr~krs generally; there is  no grater  incer~lie to increase urle's knowledge 

' when yut~ ktiow that you are publisf~ing a ~ m a n m r  t recorcl of inbrmntion, theory, ur current affairs so yau neeti to get your 
facts pretty right. Also Ihwe are a lot clT(generallSr) constrtrcIive criticf out there rtnd 1 have beer1 e n m a g a l ,  wet the years, to 
nw~id  carclcssncss m crvet-Eitniliarily (lint so msily creeps in cdurit~g discrrssim or cnmmei~t. I think that tny reporlir~g has 
stmrlily itnprclvml over I irnc rlntl 1 Inw gairlctl A Int Inore cnr~lidcncc in cc~~nmu~ifcating. 

? w)uld bc rnosl disappllinkd lo Ioscaattncl with metnks atltl do hope to keep id touch with everyone who has contributed to 
tnlr N/l.s, and tvllo have visilcd lkx~yong over l l~c  years. Many pcoplc have wrlltcrl recetltly with kind words of apprecialioti - I 
Ili:lnk c;~cl~ of you Tor your Ihougllls. 

AN11 NOW - l1RALLY SKItI(1USLY -WIT NKEI) SQMCONIC FOR <:lIOUP LEADER AND NIL EI)lTOR 
Orlc pcrstrr~ coultl ~: lkc ovcr lxltli pclsilit~tls - ll~crc rlrc inlv;~ntagc< in [his silnatior~, bul lhcrc is a Tairly subslantial wxklrmd iSa 

lcrtgllly quarfcrly Nll. Is korrtinuctl. l'erliaps rt pqncl of  kecn pcople Ideally in lml ctmtact m l d  lighten the task, though I am 
loltf Ihal k ing (rn rhc Infen~el will crvercnne problems ofdistance and allow easy commtnicatim, . 
Wlitcvcr lake5 nrl lhc positiotl will surely gt a lot ofjoh sa(islkction - yclu meel a lot of p t  people, and many f i ~ n  
friendships arc madc with likemitided individuals just from corresponding, either by phurte or letter (and I am told by 
c(1lnputer anFac(, 111rnlgh that has sn far ka l  nu2 of my ralm), 

I t  g m  wifllcal snying tltnl iTRI;SG is fircecl i i l r t l  recess Ilrro~~gl~ lack ofn leader. I'd be extremely dbappoinkd. Menibers 
inlercstd in raking m swne adtnir~isIratioli of the Group slim~ld cmlact me or Jan Sked tlie Study Grorrp Ceorrlinator nn 07 
3285 3322 m 1B~~ail:fanskcrl~powcrtrp.c1m.n11. Or prclhahly hlth c l i  us, Jan to cell'bl orwt~nt the Sncicty requires and me to 
s~lvisc on wl~at is invtf v d ,  '6 

A WARM WKLCOMR TO O U R  ldA7'EST MEMIIKRS ....., 
Charla$ and .Iea11 Millcr ol' Ixppitig, Wcrner Klarerla~r rrrlrn Ilastwrd and M S  NSW St. Ckmge Group (all lia Sydney) have 

recently joined our Grmp as WCII as Ikaii lkadl y of Palmers Islattd, NSW North Coast. 

AmUAL REPORT AN11 ANANCXAL SUMMARY 
11 has k t r  a tough year Rrr Inany 1tT; en~htrsiasIs - [he w t h e r  tlvm much ofeastern OZ l\amlt been very kind - infrequent rain 

and widmprad wter restridions made things difficult both Tclr grrowers and thc natural fl nw, The insect life as well as birds 
arid nnirn;lls ohviotrsly l~acl :~ln) ~ I : K I  il lougl~. 
1 haw grmtly apprecialerl llle regular Row orncws and mrirnls cmtributims fim members crvtr the past ym, such input dm 

fighten il~c lrmd on a NJI. ~Iitnr, so T [hank cach pi for such tdp. 'fl~anks also to ktrick nenrlett md Joe neskirl for their 
willing aqsistancc with [he S d  TTailk ;md ptcparation da~ldrrss Iahls. And otrr new NII, printers a1 Reecl~wrod for their 
willing offer to cwy, collate mid staple, fold and place into envelflpes and pnsl them offat no extra charge. That atone has 
s ~ v e d  13eryl and I a lot or time, so [bat iu mind if a Itml mmnkr decides [lo lead m a  Grcn~ .  
At31 S13AP r g i c n s  ctlrlritrrml ia scrtrl (1ieir~jot1rn;rls 16 st- fhal I am aware of what is happening elsewhere. 

The Years Accounting 
111c;otne $ L~xvc~iditurc S Mernkrsf~ip 
Sttbcri prirms 45 1 I'ri nlirrg & St;llionery 443 165 currcttlly 
1Amatiwls A5 Prxdagc & RL.'Ilt)ne 243 
llank intcresl 2 'Ihxcs 2 



% 
I 

O U R  SEEI) RANK IS NO'I' ISEINt; I)RAWN ON MUCH 
All species oll'ered in N/I, 55 arc still available; a ncw addition is Atinnsonia gregot'ii lhc I3aobah. 13e an intercsliug 

onc to grow'? 1';llrick wor~ld~i'( l~lind gelling stn-rlc ol'his x*cul olrl ;~nd inlo rncrnhcrs sowing medium. 

. HEA1)KKS' COMMENTS ON TOPICS IN .IANUANY'S NIL 
f i t~c~Jyp t~~ . s imtern~in  lllc pi~rk I3ltwwlwrnd - Jurlillr Ikitsa l ~ s  3 trc!% a~id 5 sr~plings cnl ha 113 acre at Ipswict~ th;~! 

arc trlwtys pr~rrlilr will1 w1i:irwcr wildlifi: rc~timi~~s in thc ilrca. I lowcwcr as millly mankrs know trnly tcnl wcll, I)cc.c*mhc~/ J A I ~  
was hot and dry and caused the brds to bc so sc{rched and dchydraled that mrwl w e  sRed prior to tlcwering 

The Eastern Watcr Ilragon. .Tudith added that there are ~ ~ l r ~ t a l  ~r t l t ec  Ii7nrds at the high schwl where shc works 
and one makes a big hit by regularly climbing onto a window ledge to drink waler dripping h m  an airccntilitir~ter. 

Don Yates fiom Itiver hcads near Frazer Island said "vvhat a wonderfill story tnl l-'hy.~i,qmt/~~ls Ie.~~rwii  the Water 
Ikngm. 'Ilcsc d a p  when there is almost m natural habitat len, snd spccia which haw k e n  here f lr millions of years kfilre 

, us nrc lighdng thcir last srands as wull as are w q  and tmly the marl will survive. It was heart-warming to hear llaw a 
- primilivc reptiIc spccim c;m also nu1 m ~ t  ~lle k ~ t  way lo survive and get a lilt le cxlra hclp along the m y  ........... I hnvc a 

simil;br %lory ;~hnt onc d ~ h c  smaller Ii/o!-fu spwics of fit&% w l ~ c r  first ttmk rrp rcqidarw in lhc hallow handle ormy cemenl 
- mixer, tl~en decided to go up in the wcxld a hit by transferring home to lllc hollow arms orthe clofhes finc, or~d finally, having 

go1 i s4  to the benefils of rncxlm day living, decided that a home with a daily shower would be eminently better and 
!r~nsl'irred to the lung spout of my special R,md made waterj~~g can ........... Nothing will change his mjnd about this new abode 
and wen though lie comes gasping lo the surface each tiine I water and despite earlier placing him as far distant in the garden 
as p~ssible. wtv trylng the lush condititlns in the fcmcry with its s'tlade and mrlisturc - next &sly he is hack in [he warering can. 
Now, 1 don't evcn have to rcmtwe hiin eqcli day I w l c r  - he suddcnly pops out cnito my hand arid then onto the 1c;lTtbf 
something ... he is determination ptusl 
Ul~Tatc an the 1)ragon (Tlt~d or March). H e t w n  the extended dry here md the rmgoing demands of 1 3 m r  birds, Orioles, 
Catbirds, E,,,LWril~'s huilcy ~ I L T  dc., Sendpaper tiig fruits l~nvc kt?~ limitcd, l~r~vcvcr Ms, Ilcir~car~~aritu~ l t~r~ts up on tlic 
verandah 3 or 4 times a week for a handout. Cheese is accepted begrudgingly, hnana is relished, apple OK, grapes certainly 
last choice; cold meat goes well but leftover or uncooked chicken - that's gourmet Trmd! 'Ihat animal has a tummy ahout as 
pudd~vy 8% i I  wds in hcr prcviorrs lire; r i t l  s~re wheth~r i t  is  it1 ~prqarnticm hir a m~fly long hihernation approaching m if she 
In:ty br: pr~g?t;all. I bnwvcr. nllcr a~rittg sllc l l i r t ~ s . ;  rtrcuttd Iry lhc t:rhlc l iw stanc titnc lllcn usr~ally trtlrs d y t o  a vanlagc ppclinf 
by the c;wpvrt fiw a wbitc Itnlgcr, w rlwutae to digwt illc rncll. 'I'he bellaviout is ama7ing and wc are more than plcascd to 
flrlvc. ils firirr~tlsl~ip. 

1)ES TUCK CONFIRMS THAT WESTEKN SYDNEY ALSO HAI) A I)KY 2001 
l k s  is actuallly on thc fix)thills of the I31ue Mountains as it rises from the coastal plain. "Weather wise 2001 was 

terrible, 24" of rain in the first 5 months, none in June and just 8 112" for the remaining 6 months and totalling 32 112" for the 
year. It was difiatlt in tire heat kTme Christmas to keep thing? alive but I managed. Now, after 14" so far this year Cjusl2 
months!), the garden is looking much better with smne planis ntl trees growing quite well. Combined with the lack of rain we 
also had many periods or strong winds which ripped off branches and stripped leaves, creating gaps everywhere. 

Despite those setbacks, managed to gain 2nd place for a native garden in the Blue Mountains 2001 garden 
competition, also opened the garden for k g c y  f i i  3 weeks in Scytemkr. Together with Evan Weatherhead, set up a RF 
display at our local branch of thc APS Spring Shrwwkcnd.  These w a t t s  wme,pmt therapy fm me as well as giving 
pleasure lo others who visited the garden and our plant show. L 

As the garden fills up with trees, shrubs and ferns I am nmv growing m<my mme RF plants in containers. ?his 
iiciitiij; h z  pesed new chdlefiges - particadx!y ~~4th u.~teri~g zfid f d i ~ g .  I haw a l3uckhoztsia anisatu Ihnisecd Myrlle) in a 
12" pot, now around a metre high and bless me if it didn't flmver last Nw, whereas the same species in the ground, 4m tall, 
have not flowered. Also had a Snow Wood, lJa~~archidendronpruinosum, flower and set seed in a 12" pot. This I have sincc 
sown, so should soon know if it is viable. I have a small area set aside for growing on seedlings and cuttings so that I have a 

' ready supply for filling in gaps, giving away to family, friends, APS people - anything to spread the word of our RF's. 
From our local library I finally mnnngcd to obtain a copy of Stan Breeden's book - 'Visions oTa Rainforest" which I 

thoroughly enjoyd. A great read and the paintings were supmb. Lmking f m r d  to a final humper NA, Srcnn yml- give the 
' 

useless pollies that fully dcserve it heaps, and dunl' let just any h--ard grind you down!" 

A NEW MEMBER - DEAN BRADLEY - ASKS READERS FOR ADVICE 
J M  asks " l h  you know what the white powdery stuff what gets onto the foliage ofMeIicope (:ryn. E~.fodia) ellerycrna 

is, and what can it be treated with? Also, what can be used to prevent /treat psyllid attack on some lilly pillys? Any info or 
suggestions would be helpful." 

GOOD NEWS ---OLD. TO I'UOCLAIM MANY MOUE NATIONAL I'AKKS 
Harry Franz phoned with this important idormation - he is on one of the local advisory committees which have been 

set up iron out any problems that may arise from the change-over. It has been decided to phase out logging of native forests 
and the first stage entails 425,000 ha coming out ofForestry in S.E Qld to around Rockhampton, and added to conservation 
lands. 'l'here are 5 categories where the areas are designated, one assumes to allow for various degrees of protecqion v. 
h~lman use. A further 375,000 ha are listed for hture additions. The new N.P. in Harrys district is around Kilkivan (Kingaroy 
Gympie way) to total 50,000 ha and known as 'Wrattens - Morodin'. Issues presently being considered for this Reserve include 
internal access, appropriate f ie regimes, and continuing use by apiarists, grmiers etc. 
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PIVF, ltIL,LIflN I?OIJLAllS WOlfLV I:<) A LONG WAY 'IT1 HKST~III&~*~OW I!!NVIH~?NMLNT I '  

Strct! :I fislratc wrn~ltI li:~vc rn;rtlc a gwwl sMrl It, improvitig our rivers, Icssm~lrtg - trvcrr pr~vcr~rir~g - snlinily (four  
:rgrfculItmll land ta wll :IS vil:ll ~nilr~nrl h;lhilttfs, :~rtd rcvcgclttlil~g arid m?lli~rcsling k:~gilc or reca~lly dcgradcd ecosyslenis. 
Cirwcn~mcrrts wn rtevcr cvcr i11R)rd srrcll fnrgc cxpcrrac Iltor~glt, Il~cy stenrlhsIfy clr~im. 

I k~w7rc:r 1 1 1 ~  prcqetlt gwcrnmenl. with its ctmstaril clnlrrls or 'a~perim cctntornic ma~iagmetit' (as regularly 
anillrn~cd hy big bttsitims, wx,ntn~isIs arid every rsfdcnt cll'uirr lurratfc asyjums) nn~Id well have Itxt that amnunl {wcfl, $4.8 
htl l ia~ anyway] rhrmgh iirlcpl fi~rcfgn currency dml ing  ovm he past 5 years. lhey c w  sct up a spmtal Ofiice of 1:inancial 
Mismnnagc~nent lo rri tlcr awty {NIL irsscls, and 0s a rcmrd to two artlie sctrlor mism;nilgers, an 'eflicimlty halab wts paid lo 
tltcm 1st when rllq ~n:lnngc~l tn record 
a paper Ims nr Icsnt, d$1.924 hillinn. Our swill inlktng, n~licltor cum treasurer wda quick to blame 'the previous 1 , a h  
governrnalt fir setting z~p the system in 1987'. I~leorniltw! t c ~  add that from 1987 10 1996 that ad~ninistration made a profit of 
tmr $2 billiot~ mt its fnrcigrr crlrraicy atuot1112. 

Che kcmes uaal to Ille inmpelcncr: and insensitivity of gwernrncnt (of ail persuasions 1 must add}, hut many 
Zhinklng p~sple nre aghast at the ttml Ignora~icc nflhr: kJetal contilion to Ihc sericws er~vironmental prohlerns alrccting our 
c!mtina~l and tllerernre every cill7~n. Its tcltal rcrosai to even st;twI io address sucli issum, must raise serim~q quslions as to 
Iheir Inretllgence and awarcvress and p r t m  they do Ifve in lwny l r m s  afler all, 

NSW ( ;~BRNMRNT ACTION TO INCREASE GREENHOUSE EMIISSI~INS 
Jusl a few wcck prior la nominating tnethnr~e gas extraction to reduce etriissions they proudly bragged of the amount 

cll'cr~itlficlrls dcvcltrpi!rcnl El Itatl ;lclrimd d u r i ~ ~ g  its tcrrn oromce. Frcm 1995 it h:a sccn 17 riew ma1 mitres operating. hay 
gfvcn rnprov:~ls fh r~rlclflicr I I lo hc c ~ t t c i l .  wl~ilc a ~ti:~~*ivc 52 tnori: nrr: in '1lic pipclinc'. Remicr Carr ltfrs also Iloa~ed 
propca:lls lo set up wxxl  fircd el~~,lrici(y, gc1tcrirkxs rlescrihd as 'hio~n~ss-lidltrl pmr plnt~ls' b;lsal1111 usirig ~(RCSI t i ~ n k r  

. ~a~ t~o t r t an l c  fi~r cdlirr pllrprwm. I I  is a !l;lr~~ibr I I ~ C I ~ I ( K ~  LO prtrlrrclrra powr irt lllc IYI l i  cc~llrlry Tm ptrddlt'wl~cvl stt.:lnicrs. 
' 

I(~omollver arid v:lriolls oll~cr slc;lrn cnailtcr. (hrly now w wrxild m.rurce Ilic wvxd rrotn distant li~rests, truck 11 to the I)nwcr 
. plrllrl : I I I ~  convcrl I t ~ k ~ d  rill carhorl i l l r c ~  gr~~rilttlttss @rsw. Wlo said mcnlcrrr Iwl~nolugy will snuc all the plands 

errvlronmaital problems'? 

SYJINEY'S REMNANT HAWKRSBUItY WF DAMAGED - DRSPOILRR CONVlCTED 
'lhaugh nnn dennile esltmates' have been discfowl arche immediate or lmg term damage caused to surviving rlverine 

?W, wfdwprad mvirot~mcntal degadatiot~ is kr~own to have hen  causal by a fire ar a chemical/ solvent dump at Wilberfmce 
- strrnc lfmc ago* '1lie 1Q lml orthe tmbeclle m ~ p a ~ s l h l c  fir that dlsader was nrit ptlbliciscd either, but It cost Grantley 

lhuglas a fine of% 1.2 million. A hefly penally index!, though many belfwe he should have been sentenced to a prison t m ,  
wflidl he fu! ty deseryc? through his sbsoIutely detmlable and 1 1 1 q y I  aperations. Such a big fine shows that, either, the courts 
arc cracking down rn envirmrtlcr~tal dMructim rx else Douglas wreaked so much damage to the local ecmjslerns that JusIicc 
could not be avoided. 

, ALARM BELLS HAVE FJNALLY RUNG ON THOSE NON-GXlLSTRNT FOREST RESOURCES 
Ilre first admission R m  any authority was made by the Victorian gwemrr~ent in March, that the claimed timber 

available in [heit slate forals was a fatry t~lc, as had been polnted out by endrtmmenlat and sclenlific interests Ibr many years. 
Lrming qutlras have nmrw b n  reduced by 50% it1 Gippslnnd and 80% elsewliere in the state. ~ u c l i m s  fur woodchlps have, 
as yct, n d  1mt1 . ~ n n w ~ n c d .  "I'he flmkr indtistry i s  devaslafed as they rcxdishlykltevd (heir own propaganda and arc mliing 
fir Rt~nr~ciial help, karrsc of associaled Job losses through atch st~rprise declsian. A srrrprise mly to smne of the workers, rl~e 

, I'twcstry Ikpt  ant1 tu p ~ s l  Victorian gmrrn=ncttts. Mas( Vic!orlans, certainly those ware of their nattrral rmources knew fm 
rnany years thnt expfoi2allrm of tl~eit fbrmts was unsusrainahle - untll i~ow their concerns had been ignored. 

Yct NSW is planrling in increase ils nssaulls o t ~  the remaining fwesls - It~e 'bimnaa plants', 200,000 tmnm p.a,fot 
chnrcrml, f trlensifying del ibcratc 'prot~~tim lFmoiFst ([he mcrf ace of wildii k lo protect property), and for ongoing real estate . 
dcvcln~mcrtl. Al !lie sa111c lirnc r0rc~E ant1 mill wrlrkcrs jobs arc: king lcrst kr<mgl!lt increasfng mwlianisaliot~, despite an initlal 
1120 r ~ ~ i l l i o n  ant1 witti reguler top-rips g l m  lo Iht industry hemhe dthe  so call~llt:giottn1 Forest Agreen~alts. Irr nurthcm 
NSW 2 ~nechanlcnl I~arverr(ets - tnmsive impottad rntlclrlnes td~lcl~ grip and then cut trees, debark, and stack them ready for 
Ihc trucks - will tep!nce the 7 existing loggltlg crcws wlrilf: in tlle lIwlter 7 machines will replace 18 craw presently in m k .  

, ' A cnswvative afimate is tl~aE 48 Johs dl! be lost and still the fairy slrny tellers mainlain that we have ro cut down ihc Torests 
lo create jobs. 

. In summary. Taxpayers are suhsidislng the t i m k  Industry to clear or degrade public f i t s  which are being exploited at an 
eves increasing rate, and w1xere empl~rymcnt is c w ~  t inually king rducerl through rnechanisalion and the loss of small 
sawmills who, despite ushg n greater % of lugs Ihan (he largc hctrxy mills, ;ire king bouglit up lo obtain their limber quotas. 
Much ordic timber Is used fbr wrxxlchlps which carry IitIIe royalty, are af low value and sdd overseas for a pittance and 
provide Tcwjoh fir Icml c m m l  ties. 

, BKAIN's NOVEMBER NIL 'THE NOUR' FULL OF INTERESTING ITEMS 
As al wap... %hme was  R paflicul~rly inkrrnative article on the Iwn Stinging trees - Ikndrocnide ewcelsa, Giant 

: Stinging Trm, and 13. p/rofinopfyIla, Shiny I,c.+.nf Slingfng Tree; borh grw here at 'Hooyong' so they are well known to us. 
'Ihwe are 4 other- /Jeu&ucrriii~ classiiiet! as shrubs, it~cltrding the Gympie Gympie (13. moroides) and a similar species 11. 
cord(foli~l Rtrm NtEl Qld. 
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VAL WILLIAMS HAS TAKEN ON THE POSITION OF NSW APS CONSERVATION OF'FICER 
(Val ha. been President of NSW in recent years and being a be- for punishment, decided to chair the Conservation 

Cornmiltee, (Rhonda Daniels, Robin Woods also a RFSG member, and Val) saying "we have been looking for a conservation 
focus for the Society. I think private conservation might be a good choice. 

In the January N/1 you mentioned visiting Christine and Richard Cullen's ex dairy farm at Lorne and the way the bush 
was caning back in lutally clcared paddocks. 'I'he Soils, flabitats, Riodiversitry cmnpaign commtltee Is very interested in this 
type of project and needs to accumulate examples and how it was done. Would you be able to put me in touch with them or 
pass information on to me7 

One partial sollrtion to loss of biodiversity and soil degradation such as salinity would be to buy up firm properties 
that are being sold by the Local Gwernrnent for rates, and allow them to regenerate. There are many farms in Australia that 
are no longer viable. As you would have seen ftom "Native Plants" our Society is involved in the Soils, Habitats, Biodiversity 
campaign which I think suits us very well as it does not rely on government enforcing its own laws(!) but appeals directly to 
f m e r s .  I went to the Nocharcoal rally with about 400 other people and now the Carr govt has announced it is to go ahead. 
The land clearing rate in NSW is 60,000 ha p.a. - see recent NPA journal." 
Ed. The current situation in NSW is that 90,000ha has been approved for clearing while 40,000 ha have been rejected for 
environmental reasons. Premier Carr promised that there would be no nett loss of native vegetation by the year 2000 which 
indicates that a politicians promise is about as believable as a bundle of seven dollar notes. 

THERE SEEMS NEVER ENOUGH WATER TO GO AROUND THESE DAYS 
In tandem with our increasing population, available water seems to be decreasing and so causing widespread 

problems both to our society and to the environment generally. Greenhouse effect, perhaps? I was intrigued by an academic's 
claim that 'you can never satis& the environmental lobby' when he was discussing water property rights and the long overdue 
decision to ensure that a portion of the state's river flow be dedicated to environmental needs. He implied that you give the 
greenies 5% of the available water but they demand 50%. So you double the amount for the environment to 10% but they still 
want 50% - totally unfair, they just will not compromise. He went on to complain that "w are giving water to the 
environment so irrigators should be compensated". The other argument is that too much water had been taken (stolen) fiom 
the environment in the firs1 place and now this problem has been rwgnised, some of that ill advised over extraction be 

- . reversed in order to maintain a semblance of river health. After all, a dead river is of no benefit to townspeople, graziers or 
, irrigation f m e r s ,  let alone the ramifications of the regional environmental disasters that would eventuate. 

Footnote: A recent addition to the Key Threatening Processes of The Threatened Species Conservation Act (1995) actually 
includes River Water Extraction as a major factor in environmental /habitat degradation. Other threats recently included are 
'Anthropogenic (originated by man) Climate Change', 'Predation by Feral Cat', 'High Frequency Fire resulting in the disruption 
of life cycle processes in plants and animals and loss of vegetation structure and composition'. 

SEIUOUS PROPOSALS TO PRIVATISE WATER.,.. FORESTS NEXT ? 
At least in NSW. In the past everyone seeking to extract water fiom rivers, lakes and streams has traditionally been 

given a license to use water, sometimes with no amount nominated, often with a specified volume, especially to large 
irrigators. Free of charge. It has now, belatedly, been realised that more water has been allocated than 1s available from many 
rivers, and authorities have moved to reduce the amounts taken. Users consider they have 'a right' to the original allocation 
and are demanding property rights over such water which may have fallen as rain in hr distant places. They want 
compensation for taking away such 'rights' (which cost them nothing in the first$lace) as they claim that any developments 
made to use that water will lose value. I do not know the pros and cons of correcting the problem, but it is certain that 
insufficient flow is seriously degrading many rivers and streams, especially in the Murray -Darling system where a cap has 
been in place for some years. 

The critic who declared that "You can never satisfy the greenies" added "Government b taking water away kern 
irrigators." Personally, a lot of water falls on Booyong, but being a natural event we don't have any rights over it other than to 
use such reasonable volume to exist. I feel a bit annoyed that some user, far from here, can claim property rights to a resource 
which originated here and despite having no 'rights' to that rain I must contribute to his compensatiofi? 
Footnote. Chiia is drying up after the steady destruction of its forests; now it is negotiating to import much of its timber and 
paper needs fiom Oz. Reforestation is belatedly happening on a large scale, better late than never they claim. The latest 
survey of China's land mass has disclosed that desertification has a W e d  28% of the nation (fiom overgrazing as well as 
deforestation), soil erosion has damaged 37% of the land, white 1.74 million square kilometres of desert were created by 
'human activity'. 

THE MARCH GATHERING AT SITA PARSONS BYABARRA GARDENS WAS WELL ATTENDED 
Sixteen members, several children and 2 visitors who were particularly interested in RFSG activities enjoyed the day. 

One visitor is an authority on orchids and obtained a transfer to Wauchope fiom the Illawarra to follow his interest. The other 
gent recently bought a nearby property with remnant RF habitat, though exotics will require a lot of work to remove - privet, 
honey locust, nasty grasses and such - but he has already made a good start at regeneration and is especially interested in birds 
and RF. 

Each person planted a tree in the arboretum site, extending the area already established almost to the edge of existing 
remnant creek vegetation. We were particularly impressed with the quality of the soil at the site which was previously used for 
cropping when the properly was a dairy farm. Being situated in a small dley, which over the aeons would have benefited 
from vast amounts of rich volcanic soiI washed down rn the Comboyne plat=& it is no flvprise that the area until 
recently, 



supported extensive rainforat and is the obvious reason Ihat SSita's plantings are doing so well, as is natural regeneration 
following weed removal. 

Sita and daughter Amaya went to great effcrrl to provide such a delectable morning tea and lunch! It was good to 
catch up with paple 1 hadn't s e a  far a while and to relax in the company of like minded individuals. We had the mandatory 
sampling of RF h i t  wines, on this ocwtun Ficu~ cormdo, and l<ubur rmifoiius now 3 years old and not a bad drop indeed. 

GWEN CADDY FEELS LUCKY TO HAVE A GARDEN IN AN OCEAN OF DEVELOPMENT 
Gwen and Roy build in the l k r ~  new Sydnq southern suburb of Yowie Bay in the '50's - a typical urban garden 

suburb dlhe era. IJaving met views &Port Hacking and Rqd National Park, there is high demand frm p q l e  wishing to 
have such amenity and for the past fcw pars, most of the blocks have been redmlopaci for medium density living and as 
Gwen says thy foe1 privileged to have a small bac-d garden and not just a t~lcony in a block of units. "I have a few trees 
which 1 m ' t  dlvw to get too big and other specimens in plastic tubs. I try and propagate some plants and pass them on to 
olhers. Bushcare people are kginning to see RF plants as a possibility for cowzyards and balconies as they are now a w e  that 
they will grow in shade and many sspecia can & pruned and kept small for years. I admire what yuu and Ileryl have done in 
restoring and wing fbr 'Bmyong'; it is a lovely place and we trust that you keep good health and are able to carry on. Thanks 
for your wonderful job with the NK., - w have all benefited Srom it.' 

BETTY RYMER SAYS HER ON- OUT'ER SUaURB OF KENTBUR!! IS GETTING CROWDPD TO8 
"Though I am getting s l o w  in the gmden, I do enjoy my KF trees and shrubs - many are old enough ro flower now 

and I still walk the bush with the dogs m m  days. I was lhrilled the other week to see a wallaby and previously a Cymbidium 
suave bloaming considering we are kcorning surrmmded by h a w .  

My pride and Joy is Barklya syrin@fblia - blooms well every ytw and produces seeds that germhate but don't like 
growing m succafally. The RT: area md f q f m n  the easy part of my garden to maintain and much of this gets much af 
the runoff from a nursery opposite so lfiilt helps ioo. 
Ed. Gwen and Betty's stories are sa.cornmon of the Sydney of today and we are more than happy that we decided to move out 
10 years ago.- That place is ever expanding \nrcswrds, sid-ys and up; und as an unwanted (other than by real estate agents . 
and developas) population grows rhe qualily of life lessens while congestion and pollution increase, Tlw placc will be 
like Hong Kong, Los Angcles and Londm all rolled inla one, and I an ama7d that the city's residents allow this to happen 
with little protest. 

CAROL AM) TREVQR IEEANE TELL OF THEIR MOVE FROM SM)N1FJY TO DORRXGQ 
"Much has change$ in our lives since Claire was burnt to death at Mount Kuriagai in June 2000; we bolh retired from 

our work and twk up an offer made by Carol's causln to move to Dorrigo and help liim on his beef cattle property. We have 
our own little cotrage and have settied into a new lifwlq most days (usually 7 days a week) we work a the property in the 
morning md follow our own inlwesrs in thc aiternrxin. Wc still own our Fo~mvillc home md hope our son and his partner 
w4H continue living there and will Imk after ow W garden. 

Here at Dorrig~ there is about 70 acres of RF, a mixture dwtrfg crrf and wtrfl strL We are presently woddng hmd to 
get about SO acres of this placed under a Voluntary Cmservazion Agreement with W S .  When this is done we want to 
start to improve as much dthe rmaini% small RF remnants as we can whilst keeping the properly viable for the 200 cattle 
Bruce MS. Tfie Inquest into the deaths oftl~e 4 National Parks staIfwas campleted in Docernkr which has given us some 
relief from necessary time In Sydncy, !now w are assisting one of Trds  UK brothers to emigrate to 0~ which is occupying 
much of utu time. Like you we are building specics lists here and sqmding much t i ~ c  weeclicg the paddocks and crwk 
M k s  ...... Now that you are retiring we hope !hat you will come and see us, slay if you are able and give us the value ofyour 
advice re the opportunities you see we havc" 

AUSTRALIAN STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 2001 REPORT RECENTLY ISSUSED 
This was completed lasr %ember under !he chair of Professor Bruce 'X'hom. H is the second irldependent and 

comprehensive report on the prmnt stale of our environment . (These Ilqmrtf arc required to be produd  each 5 ym). The 
document was made available lo the public this monZh and is m extensive, large volume. It is available for sale, though I have .' 
not yet bought it. I l m r  I obtained the 'Executive Revied from my Fcderal mcrnbcr md you too can get a copy lice of 
charge from your representative if yw are interested in this 15 page summary. "Key Findings" include FivouraMe and 
unfavourable ncws on atmosphere, crrasts and oceans, land, inland waters, biodiversity, natural & cultural heritage and human 
settlements, and much more of interest to those concerned about cnu f tture SUM'MI. 

ALSO JUST RELEASED (LAST NIGHT) - THX FEDERAL BUDGET 
A poultice of money i s  being directed to defcnce and security. As predicted, at the cast to envirmenfal and social 

programmtrs, FJ.luod Plain Management has had rntmey taken away Trm its already miserable Jlocation, Greenhouse Gas 
Mitigation & Climate Change budget has ken cur by a rnnssivc $100 inillion and the Naluraf Heritage 'l'rils? has been reduced 
by $25 million. Spending has beet1 set at $250 mill fbr the NHT and $100 mill Ibr saliriity and water qualily imprwemmts. I1 
was intersting that the treasurer did not once menlim I%ucation, Conservation or F~1virmmenl during the Dudgct broadcast, 
which indicala whwhere his government's priorities rank. 

Oihw ~ i u t s  of conccrn to ccmccmod citixeris is the further incrclase in Corelgn dehl(S29 billion more is fmecasl in Ihe 
coming year) and another increase in immigration - 17,000 more people will put yet more pressure on our fragile and 
declinhg environment. 
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AND A FURTHER REPORT - 'MEASURING AUSTRALIA'S PROGRESS' - IS OUT 

I 

This research wds published in April. Briefly, it found lhat material wll-being is inmasing at the expense of 
pcrsmsl sal'ety, quality of lifc and the natutrrl rmvirtnrncni. 'Illere have been increases in real income to individuals, increased 
national ~ 1 1 1 1 1 ,  longer lire cxpectnncy and loww r t e s  of unemployment. We pcrformd pwrly m mlmy key envirnnmenlal 
indicators with land daring rates 40"! higher than in 1991 and greenhouse gas emissions increasing by 17% b e t m  1990 
and '99. There are greater rates of property a ~ d  ~ s o n a l  crime. cities are bacomlng more crowded and it g m  on. 

Perhaps the nation's problems cclnld k lackfcd if less reports were ccmtmissimed and ille costs of these m e  directed 
at redressing known concerns. 'There seems to be a new report released every day - most usually rejected, as was the Fuel 
Excise Report which cost $4 million to compile 

SALINITY - HOW TO MAKE A SILK PURSE OUT OF A SOW'S EAR 
Accepted wisdom has been that salt is a Lwrse m the land, destroys fgrests and Other vegetation, has large m o m i c  

mts to propmly and infrasttucture and every effort should be made 10 prevent and even reverse- its insidious effects. But a 
. statement made during the 'National CmFerence on Rehabilitation af Saline Land' 1Rst year challenges that point of view with 
rhe manager oithe dryland salinity Issk rorcc dcclariug "Saliniiy - Not a curse; not a m l e ;  but an opportunity awaiting 
devclopmentl" 1 Ie went on to predict sucll o~>ortuniti~q ns inland wl t water fish fxrning, saIt fiamlin& and otllw job 
creating money-making pursuits adding "it will cost too much to remedy anyway." 'Rat is a great attitude tiom those chosen 
to ensure a swainablc Iumc bath to r~urselves ant1 the environment in general, and I kliw thal my rtescendants won't give 
us fu2t marks far our present stewardship. 

Perhaps the Iimding should read - How to make a Sows Ear out of a Silk Rw. 
Ikrnote: We were told in October 2000 that salinity was the greatest problem facing the nation and that a $700 million 
Actir~n Man was in place. Fifte~n months later a mere $7 112 million had becn committed to the Plm, fbr projects in S.A. A 
really great problem indeed, though not one to spend money on. 

ODD ONES - EVEN ILLOGICAL APPROACHES 
* 20,000 people attended the &lai Lamas Sydney arrival -just 400 the recent Nocharcoal (Save Our Forests) rally. 
* Rural land owners demand compensation to keg natural vegetation on freehold and leasehold(?) property - perhaps 

, the nation should expect compensation frm land clearers for the permanent loss of natural vgetntion and biodiversity which 
deliberate destruction of natural ecosystems ca~!,ses, 'Ihat vegetation has k e n  there for rnillians of years, lhoumds of 
generatima - is it unqw~tirmrlble that the present occupiers be paid to lave it as is? Does each following generation of 
occupants also be compmted for praervit~g it tluring their life spans? 

* !?!me Minister basting ofspending $2 billion on 'peacekeeping' in Timor while claiming the nation cannot afford 
current benefits to the disadvantaged, and redrrcing expenditure rm urgent and vital  environmental problems. 

* Everyone claims that we need to r d u c c  Cirecnhotse missiota - except the Electricity Supply Asmiation. They are 
most concerned that we will not have enough p m r  and 11ut civilisation will collapse unless w q n d  $40 billion over the 
next 8 years m building 8 to 12 new gas or coal Fir4 p m r  stations down the east coast and Adelaide, or we will be crippled 
like California. They are concerned that fhere may not k mmgh politicaI will, understanding and clarity to make the future 
investment needed in this industry to happen. ('hi%' 5.4.02.) Du we have a spare $40 billion? 

TIM PI,ANNERY WOULD FfAW BEEN A GOOD 'AUWRALM OF THE YEAR' 
Many people heard the highly regarded scientist and author give the N L W  Australia Day address in January, and 

considered that such person with the howledge and love of our nation should have been selected for this position. The bloke 
wfio received the pratigious awmd did ha+ different credentfals, proftsional sportsman and known to the P.M. (after all, 3 of 
the past five A.O.'T.Y. people w e  sports people - why not?). Being in his mid 2CYs and involved with tennis 8 days a week 
doantt lave much time for contribulirig to 07, society in other directions. Perhaps he will catch up on such good works in due 
course and so earn his accolade. We had to chuckle at his seriws m e n t  on A X  TV in March "I will be sitting back and 
taking what Australia has to offer". One would expect better, though recent political appointments generally leave much to 
desire. 

~ik~ilarl~ another who gave an 02 J)ay address chooses to live in New Ymk and was brought here for his big speech 
at taxpayers expense. Tllese instances leave me somewhat pmled about our national reasoning. There are so m y  
attempting to secure our liltwe .survival and who are bonded to our Iand, yet they get so little recognition. Mary White, Tim 
Low, Professor Ian Lowe, Clive Ifmilton are just a few that quickly come to mind and who deserve a promotion ....... All 
politics of course - wealth and sport are sadly the pinnacles of achievement and are cut-rentIy revered abwe all else. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE RAINFOREST STUDY GROUP 
Petham as I vacate the leadership of RFSG I should summarise its higory as I can recall, as well as drawing on our 

w l y  records. Trevor W n e  reminded me of some of the details of our early days, Thanks Trev. 
A Sydney member of SGAP, Graham Quint, kame interested in RF environments; the controversies of logging these 

' diminishing habitats m e  given much publicity in the 1970's and r d l y  commenced with the Askin Liberal government's half- 
' 

witted decision to protect a narrow band of forest along the NSW - Qld border (derisively t m e d  "Tbc Snake Park"). An 
Enquiry was set up to adjudicate on conservation v. Jogging of the forest resource of the Border Range. A number of forest 
protests were organised; that at Terania Craek attracted nationd puhlicily and ME arguably the decisive action that eventually 
resulted in the proteaion of the larger remnants of NSW RF. Forest protection b m e  a hot political issue and was a wjor 
Factor in the election of the Wran Labor gmmmwlt in 1938. In 1982 the g m e n t  (narrowly) adopted the Rainfbrest 
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Policy dtspite oppmilion from certain ALP members, notably North Coast Ministers Day and Crabtree. In 1985 203,000 
haares  were sucwsfully nominated as World 1 kr i lag  areas. (Readas are rminded that Don Yates did an excelle~lt 

. summary on how the Boxder Rang& came to be protected in N L  No. 52) 
Grahant spoke at various SGAP rnmingq on ~ h c  value ofRF ec05yslems and drew attentjon to how much had already 

k n  deslroycd Ihrmlgh logging and genmal lanrl clmjng.. In Uecemkr 1981, with n nticleus or23 members, RFSG was 
launch& hy publisl~ing the iirst N/L Member contact was infrequent - just 4 d l s  wwe printed in almost 4 years though 

' smcral Sydney mw1111gq w r e  lleld (md e w k e t l d  mcl~rsion orgenised. I joined the G~oup it1 April 1982 but was not actively 
involved for some time. 

A keen yrnlng bloke, Ian Inn= dhd to help with NR-q and published me In March 1986 as he assumed leadership. 
At htlhat time, therc was a nomirial membersfrip of 88. Afler almmt 2 years or110 action, I thought t h ~ t  perl~aps I should do 
somclhing and suught the assistance of 2 othcr local memkrs, Marion Kearns and Mvid Thomas. We had a mceting with Ian 
and got him s~~ficiently enthused fnr rn 6t h NIL, out in March 1988. At the end of 1989 I contacted Ian once more. He said 
he was urnable (0 mnlinue ;IS leadm m 1 relt  he cmty alternative was to sack the position myself otherwise the Group would 
fold. 'this wa duly approved by ASGAP and I acquired unrrpencil mespundencc built tip wcr alrnml. 2 years. I contacted as 
many members as I could via nly first rather amateur N L  in Fcb 1990 set11 to 65 people. 1 am especially plensed that there arc 
f 5 mernhs from Zhm carly days that haw stuck with RFS<i at1 Ihrwgl~. 

Membmship grew quickly - 174 by June 1993, from d~en it has k e n  fairly stable around those figures. Though new 
recruits were in fair numbers during the '90's, deaths, changed interests or lapsed subsaipticms OM those gains. Today we 
have 165 members. There have been relatively few people joining out ranks over the past few years and I wonder as to the 

' reason for this. 
A numbm of members have been of specla1 assistance in nmning the Gmlp - Jeremy Trahair who orgmised Sydney 

gatherings For ahout 5 years rrom 1992, Esther 'l'aylor who set up the Seed Bank in 1992 and administered it until I'atrick 
Bennett's Involvement 5om 1W4 ancr Esther moved km Ipswich. Ron Twaddle mgmised Drisishone activities fiom 1991 
until 1 995 when Pefer Jurrl accepted that position until it went into rmmt last year, due to lack of participants (aq happened in 
Sydney wl ier). Peter Smith orered to prepare address labels for each N/L issue f?om 1995 until '99 when Joe &kin looked 
after this chore and which lie is gill doing Each of those people are owed special thanks and I have certainly appreciated 
their effbrts in achieving greater member involvement of the membership m a l l .  

As I mentioned in the last issue, I have been able to publish a N L  each quarter for the past 12 112 years with the aid 
cf many member contributions and believe that we have made up for those early years of intermittent contact. 

DON YATES ASKED THAT THIS LETTER BE PUBLISHED 
(In facl he travelled down here to ensure that I did include It in my final NL falowing my initial expression af 

m&assmerrt), "Dayid might k resigning as leader of the WSG but the members won't be losing llim, his friendship and 
work in conscrvatiun; along with his straight to tlie pint  views on the politicians who not only are hastening the destruction of 
this country - but the whole world, - ensures his place In our hearts as someone prepared to stand up fw what he believes in. 
AustriiIian plants mi@r be a loser and one shudders to think that as an alternative to David's style it may be suggested that we 
let commercial interests take over our Rainforests -- let's hybridise plants that have taken over 100 million p s  to evolv? the 
most satisfactory way to survive in extremes of climate change, and why worry about the ather species that have evolved in 
association? 

No L u ~ ~ k s ,  n(N fir me; cw duty is to saw cwry scrap of ModiversIty that remains and add to it if we an. This is 
whnt David has urged in his 50 N b ,  wttl~ grace, patience and good humour and indeed history will show he has mtributed 
much. David is not jrrglaceable but his position should tK taken crver by someone like-minded. He has given a lead and no 
doubt inspired many pegle lo greater efforts wllich wwld k mewhat  tragic if  this suddenly stopped. 

lkonally 1 can only say thanks for the commitment arid the pleasure af hawing you. I don't think you'll be getting ' 
a M g h t h d  or he the next Governor General, but 1 think yoti would disdain these as you are already head and shoulders 
above thc p<llIticalIy cvrrect and do not rn anyborly anything. Sincerely, Don" 

MY FINAL COMMENTS - 
I have a Iong-held helief that fnir dinkurn individtlds say f i a t  they believe and believe what they say. This I have 

endmmmd 20 do while editing tlie N/L. Made a lot of friends; upset just a 'few closed minds, unlntwrtion~ll y. 
I have been told that some of the content had nothing to do with growing RF, but i t  mainly had everything to do 

with RF growers, as we are all a part of the ecology - whatever we do h3s some effect on it; whatever others do effects us In 
common with every creature on the planet. 

Trevor Deane commented - "By default you have assisted conservation of a diminishing environment and made 
people more aware ofthe load that aflm falls hack on the individuals to open the awareness of others to preserve and protect, 
in this case our rainfmest. Cmservalim of Australian RI: will only grow in impwtance so the more people who are thinking 
about it and then taking some positive action the better". Thank you Trevor and Card - I 10lc f ~ m d  to seeing an actual 
ASGAP Environmental Study Group formed in the near ikture so that no other plant interesl leader has to take on these 
concerns 'by default'. 

Many subscriptions are soon due - I leave it to the new leader to send out reminders. 

I wish everyone all the very best and do hope that we maintain contact in the future. 

I lhank everyone who hm contributed lo this NIL as well as the prev im issues. 


