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"Australians have a high stake in the state of their environment. Our lifestyles and livelihoods depend on its health." (State of the
Environment 2001 report).

WELL, AS THE WALRUS SAID - 'THE TIME HAS COME'

Iis with the proverbial tinge of sadness that 1 have just about completed my final N/L. As you know, I have put in over 12
years in this position of RESG leader and N/L producer. This is far longer than any paid job I held in my working career;

- though 1 did get close with Bush Regeneration in various Sydney Reserves where I spent 11 1/2 years. That was probably the
most satisfying work in my long carecr, though it was definitely helpful that children were ofT our hands, the mortgage paid, so
we didn't need a big income.

Leading RI'SG has surely benefited me more than members generaily; there is no greater incentive to increase one's knowledge
when you know that you are publishing a permanent record of information, theory, or current affairs so you need to get your

facts pretty right. Also there are a lot of (generally) constructive critics out there and I have been encouraged, over the years, to

avoid carclessness or over-familiarity that so casi ly creeps in during discussion or comment. I think that my reporting has
steadily improved over time and I have gained a lot more confidence in communicating,.

I would be most disappointed (0 lose contact with members and do hope to keep in touch with everyone who has contributed to
our N/Ls, and whao have visited Booyong over the years. Many people have written recently with kind words of apprecidtion - 1
thank cach of you for your thouglts. ‘

AND NOW - REALLY SERIQUSLY - WE NEED SOMEONE FOR GROUP LEADER AND N/L EDITOR

One person could take over both positions - there are advantages in this situation, but there is a fairly substantial workload il a
lengthy quarterly N/ is tontinued. Perhaps a panel of keen people ideally in local contact would lighten the task, though I am
(old that being on the Infernet will avercome problems of distance and allow easy communication, .

Whoever takes on the position will surely get a lot of job satisfaction - you meet a lot of great people, and many firm
friendships are made with like-minded individuals just from corresponding, either by phone or letter (and I am told by
computer contact, though that has so far been out of my realm),

It goes without saying that if RESG is forced into recess through lack of a leader, 1'd be extremely disappointed. Members
interested in taking on some administration of the Group should contact me or Jan Sked the Study Group Co-ordinator on 07
3285 3322 or Bimail; Jansked@powerup.com.au. Or probably both of us, Jan to tellyou of what the Society requires and me 10
advise on whal is involved. *

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR LATEST MEMBERS ...
Charles and Jean Miller of Epping, Werner Klarenaar from Eastwood and APS NSW St. George Group (all from Sydney) have
recently joined our Group as well as Dean Bradley of Palmers Island, NSW North Coast.

ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY

It has been a tough year for many R enthusiasts - the weather over much of eastern Oz hasn't been very kind - infrequent rain
and widespread water restrictions made things difficult both for growers and the natural flora. The insect life as well as birds
and animals obviously had also had it tough.

I have greatly appreciated (he regular flow of news and various contributions from members over the past year, such input does
lighten the load on a N/I, editor, so I thank cach you for such help. Thanks also to Patrick Bennett and Joe Beskin for (heir
willing assistance with the Sced Bank and preparation of address labels. And our new N/L printers at Beechwood for their
willing offer to copy, collate and staple, fold and place into envelopes and post them ofT at no extra charge. That alone has
saved Beryl and I a lot of time, so bear that in mind if a local member decides to lead our Group.

APS/ SGAP regions continued 1o send their journals to us so that I am aware of what is happening elsewhere.

The Years Accounting

Income Lixpenditure $ Membership
Subscriptions 451 Printing & Stationery 443 165 currently
Donations 65 Postage & Phone 243
Bank interest 2 Taxes 2

518 688’

T ogF $588 Balance cfp 418-—
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OUR SEED BANK IS NOT BEING DRAWN ON MUCH
All species offered in N/L. 55 are still available; a new addition is Adansonia gregorii the Baobab. Be an interesling,
one to grow? Patrick wouldn't mind getting, some of his secd out and into members sowing medium.

L}

READERS' COMMENTS ON TOPICS IN JANUARY'S N/L

Eucalyptus intermedia \he pink Bloodwood - Judith Brass has 3 trees and 5 saplings on her 1/3 acre at Ipswich that
arc always popular with whatever wildlife remains in the arca. Tlowever as many members know only too well, December/ Jan
was hot and dry and caused the buds (o be so scorched and dehydrated that most were shed prior to flowering

The Eastern Water Dragon. Judith added that there are several of these lizards at the high school where she works
and one makes a big hit by regularly climbing onto a window ledge to drink water dripping from an airconditioner.

Don Yates from River heads near Frazer Island said "what a wonderful story on Physiganthus leseurii the Water
Dragon. These days when there is almost on natural habitat left, and species which have been here for millions of years before
us are fighting their last stands as well as are we, and only the smart will survive. It was heart-warming to hear how a
primitive reptile species can also nut out the best way (o survive and get a little extra help along the way........... T'havea
similar story about one of the smaller Litoria species of frogs who first took up residence in the hollow handle of my cement
mixer, then decided 10 go up in the world a bit by transferring home to the hollow arms of the clothes line, and finally, having
got used to the benefits of modern day living, decided that a home with a daily shower would be eminently better and
transferred to the long spout of my special hand made watering can........... Nothing will change his mind about this new abode
and even though he comes gasping (o the surface each time I water and despite carlier placing him as far distant in the garden
as possible, even trying the lush conditions in the fernery with its shade and moisture - next day he is back in the watering can.
Now. 1 don't even have to remove him each day I water - he suddenly pops out onto my hand and then onto the leaf of
something....he is determination plus!
Update on the Dragon (Find of March). Between the extended dry here and the ongoing demands of Bower birds, Orioles,
Catbirds, Lewin's honey eater ete., Sandpaper Fig [ruits have been limited, however Ms. Reincarnation turns up on the
verandah 3 or 4 times a week for a handout. Cheese is accepted begrudgingly, banana is relished, apple OK, grapes certainly
last choice; cold meat goes well but leftover or uncooked chicken - that's gourmet food! ‘That animal has a tummy about as
puddeny as it was in her previous life; not sure whether it is in preparation for a really long hibernation approaching or if she
may be pregnant, However, afler cating she hangs around by the table for some time then usually trots off to a vantage point
by the carport for a while longer, we assume to digest the meal. ‘The behaviour is amazing and we are more than pleased to
have its friendship.

DES TUCK CONFIRMS THAT WESTERN SYDNEY ALSO HAD A DRY 2001

Des is actually on the foothills of the Blue Mountains as it rises from the coastal plain, "Weather wise 2001 was
terrible, 24" of rain in the first 5 months, none in June and just 8 1/2" for the remaining 6 months and totalling 32 1/2" for the
year. It was difficult in the heat before Christmas to keep things alive but I managed. Now, after 14" so far this year (just 2
months!), the garden is looking much better with some plants and trees growing quite well. Combined with the lack of rain we
also had many periods of strong winds which ripped off branches and stripped leaves, creating gaps everywhere.

Despite those setbacks, managed to gain 2nd place for a native garden in the Blue Mountains 2001 garden
competition, also opened the garden for Legacy for 3 weeks in September. Together with Evan Weatherhead, set up a RF
display at our local branch of the APS Spring Show weekend. These events were great therapy for me as well as giving
pleasure 1o others who visited the garden and our plant show. *

As the garden fills up with trees, shrubs and ferns I am now growing many more RF plants in containers. This
activity has posed new challenges - particularly with watering and feeding. 1 have a Backhousia anisata (Aniseed Myrtle) in a
12" pot, now around a metre high and bless me if it didn't flower last Nov, whereas the same species in the ground, 4m tall,
have not flowered. Also had a Snow Wood, Pararchidendron pruinosum, flower and set seed in a 12" pot. This I have since
sown, so should soon know if it is viable. I have a small area set aside for growing on seedlings and cuttings so that I have a
ready supply for filling in gaps, giving away to family, friends, APS people - anything to spread the word of our RF's.

From our local library I finally managed to obtain a copy of Stan Breeden's book - "Visions of a Rainforest” which 1
(horoughly enjoyed. A great read and the paintings were superb. Looking forward to a final bumper N/L from you - give the
useless pollies that fully deserve it heaps, and dont' let just any b---ard grind you down!"

A NEW MEMBER - DEAN BRADLEY - ASKS READERS FOR ADVICE

Dean asks "Do you know what the white powdery stuff what gets onto the foliage of Melicope (syn. Fuodia) elleryana
is, and what can it be treated with? Also, what can be used to prevent /treat psyllid attack on some lilly pillys? Any info or
suggestions would be helpful."

GOOD NEWS --—-QLD. TO PROCLAIM MANY MORE NATIONAL PARKS

Harry Franz phoned with this important information - he is on one of the local advisory committees which have been
set up iron out any problems that may arise from the change-over. It has been decided to phase out logging of native forests
and the first stage entails 425,000 ha coming out of Forestry in S.E Qld to around Rockhampton, and added to conservation
lands. There are 5 categories where the areas are designated, one assumes to allow for various degrees of protection v.
human use. A further 375,000 ha are listed for future additions. The new N.P. in Harrys district is around Kilkivan (Kingaroy
Gympie way) to total 50,000 ha and known as 'Wrattens - Morodin'. Issues presently being considered for this Reserve include

internal access, appropriate fire regimes, and continuing use by apiarists, graziers etc.
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FIVE BILLION DOLLARS WOULD GO A LONG WAY TO RESTORING OURR ENVIRONMENT

Such a fortune would have made a eood start to improving our rivers, lessening - even preventing - salinity of our
agricultural land as well as vital natural habitats, and revegelating and reafToresting fragile or recently degraded ecosystems.
Governments can never ever afford such large expense though, they steadfastly claim.

However the present government. with its constant claims ol 'superior economic management' (as regularly
confirmed by big business, economists and every resident of our lunatic asylums) could well have lost that amount (well, $4.8
billion anyway) through inept foreign currency dealings over the past 5 years. They even set up a special Office of Financial
Mismanagement (o [ritter away our assets, and as a reward (o two of the senlor mismanagers, an 'efTiciency bonus' was paid to
them last year when they managed to record
a paper loss at least, of $1.924 billion. Our swifl talking, solicitor cum (reasurer was quick (o blame 'the previous Labor
government for setting up the system in 1987, e omitted (o add that from 1987 (0 1996 that administration made a profit of
over $2 billion on its foreign currency account.

One becomes used (o the incompetence and insensitivity of government (of all persuasions 1 must add) , but many
thinking people are aghast at the total ignorance of the federal coalition to the serious environmental problems allecting our
conlinent and therefore every cilizen. Its total refusal (o cven starl (o address such issues, must raise serious questions as o
(heir intelligence and awareness and proves they do live in ivory towers after all.

NSW GOVERNMENT ACTION TO INCREASE GREENHOUSE EMISSIONS

Just a few weeks prior to nominating methane gas extraction to reduce emissions they proudly bragged of the amount
ol coalficlds development it had achicved during its term of office. From 1995 it has seen 17 new coal mines operating, has
given approvals for another | I to be opencd, while a massive 52 more are in ‘the pipeline’. Premier Carr has also lloated
proposals 1o set up wood fired electricity generators described as ‘biomass-fuelled power plants' based on using forest timber
- tneconomic for other purposes. It is a similar method (o producing powet in (he 19(h century for paddle wheel steamers,
locomotives and varions other steam engines. Only now we would source the wood from distant forests, truck it to the power
plant and convert locked up carbon into greenhouse gases. Who said modern technology will save all the planets
environmental problems? :

SYDNEY'S REMNANT HAWKESBURY RF DAMAGED - DESPOILER CONVICTED
Though no definite estimates have been disclosed of the immediate or long term damage caused to surviving riverine

RF, widespread environmental degradation is known to have been caused by a fire at a chemical/ solvent dump at Wilberforce

- some time ago. The 1Q level of the imbecile responsible for that disaster was not publicised either, but it cost C

could not be avoided.

ALARM BELLS HAVE FINALLY RUNG ON THOSE NON-EXISTENT FOREST RESOURCES
The first admission from any authority was made by the Victorian government in March, that the claimed timber

. available in their state forests was a fairy (ale, as had been pointed out by environmental and scientific interests for many yeatrs.

Logging quotas have now been reduced by 50% in Gippsland and 80% elsewhere in the state. Reductions for woodchips have,
- as yet, not beeh announced. The timber industry is devastated as they foolishly believed their own propaganda and are calling

for financial help, because of associated Job losses through such surprise decisidn. A surprise only {o some of the workers, the
- Forestry Dept and to past Victorian goverhments. Most Victorians, certainly those aware of their natural resources knew for
many years that exploitation of their forests was unsustainable - until now their concerns had been ignored,

Yet NSW is planning to increase its assaults on the remaining forests - the 'biomass plants', 200,000 tonnes p.a.for
charcoal, intensifying, deliberate 'protective burnofls' (the sacrifice of wildlife to protect property), and for ongoing real estate
development. At the same time forest and mill workers jobs are being lost through increasing mechanisation, despite an initial
$120 million and with regular top-ups given to the industry because of the so called Regional Forest Agreements. In northern
NSW 2 mechanical harvesters - massive imported machines which grip and then cut trees, debark, and stack them ready for
the trucks - will replace the 7 existing logging crews while in (he Hunter 7 machines will replace 18 crews presently in work.
A conservative estimate is that 48 jobs will be lost and still (he fairy story tellers maintain that we have to cut down the forests
to create jobs. ! '

In summary. Taxpayers are subsidising the timber industry to clear or degrade public forests which are being exploited at an
ever increasing rate, and where employment is continually being reduced through mechanisation and the loss of small
sawmills who, despite using a greater % of logs than the large factory mills, are being bought up to obtain their timber quotas.
Much of the timber is used for woodchips which carry little royalty, are of low value and sold overseas for a pittance and
provide few jobs for local communities, :

BRAIN's NOVEMBER N/L 'THE NODE' FULL OF INTERESTING ITEMS

As always... There was a particularly informative article on the two Stinging trees - Dendrocnide excelsa, Giant
Stinging Tree, and 1. photinophylla, Shiny 1 .eaf Stinging Tree; both grow here at ‘Booyong' so they are well known to us.
There are 4 other Dendrocnide classified as shrubs, including the Gympie Gympie (1. moroides) and a similar species D.
cordifolia from Nth QId, :
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NSW GOVERNMENT ACTION TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE EMISSIONS ) ‘
They arc giving encouragement.to i proposal to tap into coal seams near Sydney 10 extract methane gas and pipe it
into cxisting gas lines as a low polluting energy source. Fiven more than encouraging the company Sydney Gas 1.1d, it has
been nominated as a project of State Significant Development 8s it is.so important 10 the state. (Similar projects are being
established in QId, while in Victoria they intend to exploit offshore gas to a greater degree).

"THE ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT' 1S THE LAND AREA REQUIRED FOR A ?ERSON‘S NEEDS

' It has been calculated that Australians average 9.4 ha per person, exceeded only by the universe's greatest consumer
nation - USA -which requires 9.6 ha. Bangladesh is the most frugal country with demands on the environment of just 0.6 ha
per head. World-wide, it is estimated {hat an area of 2.2 ha is needed to support each human, SO oul lifestyle demands over 4
‘times the average of the 6 billion people in the world. 1fevery individual had the same lifestyle as us, 2 or 3 more planet
Earths would be needed to support them all.

The 'footprint' is the area required to provide our communities with basic and other heeds - such as water, various
food supplies, waste disposal and extravagant transport methods, (planes and cars, buses and trains), building materials,
entertainment facilities and a myriad of other luxury items without which the economy would not exist.

Humans are the greatest consumers in every ecological system on Earth. This fact has been scientifically and
economically confirmed by various input /output analysis and land disturbance data; this seems to be quite a complicated
methodology and I'd like to g0 into this further, perhaps when [ have a few months spare time available.

PRIME PUBLICLY OWNED SYDNEY BUSHLAND TO BE SOLD TO DEVELOPERS
Pockets of riverine RF have survived in this 175 ha tract of defence land with a frontage of 3km to the Georges River,
excised from the Holsworthy Army Base by government and earmarked for sale for land development. The area is known to be
of high conservation value with a number of threatened species and many Aboriginal heritage sites. The NSW NP&WS had
formally requested that the 1and be included in the Georges River NP but the federal government intends to sell this land at full
market value. Another part of our heritage will be destroyed - lost for all time.

Listed Commonwealth asset sales from April 1988 to Jan. 2000 show Labor sold off $5.3 billion (mainly through
‘Qantas, Commonwealth Bank and Defence housing) while Howard cleaned out $45.4 billion in just over 3 years from July '96
to Nov '99 - virtually everything that wasn't nailed down. Since then our railways, airports, IT services, large tracts of defence
land, office buildings, even suburban drill halls have been de-nailed and sold off, often below true value to supporters and
entrepreneurs - perhaps a further $25 billion worth. One thing is certain - more MoNey has been received from asset sales than
has gone to pay off debt. Most voters are not even aware that assets have passed from public ownership, but some are deeply
concerned that relatively intact bushland, (e.g. St Mary's ADI land) or almost pristing (as at Georges River) and many other
areas have been lost to the nation as they will be ruined for private gain " :

MY EXCUSE FOR SUCH A LATE N/L -— 'BEEN PLANTING OUT A NEW FOREST'

I'd mentioned that NP&WS obtai ed a grant of $2000 from the NHT for us to regenerate the Kiwifuit area of a couple
of acres. The money had to be spent by June 200 1, unfortunately it was a particularly dry time as readers would be aware, and
though we had planted out a lot of seedlings and some advanced specimens, another 600 tubestock plants were in the shade
house or growing on at a local nursery, virtually jumping out of their pots. We had good rains around Easter, about 5", SO have
been frantically getting some of those plants into the ground since that time. Sorry, but that duty took priority over this final
N/L and I have managed to halve the plant backlog. It is now too dry to put mofe in and it's getting a bit cool as well.

i Readers who may be involved in regeneraling a degraded area could fie interested in the results of 2 years effort.....
From August 2000 to end 2001, approx 800 plants were set out; the bulk in 8 chicken wire enclosures, a fair number
individually protected, and some unprotected. Like Garry Daly, we have resident Swamp Wallabies who prefer to browse on
herbage rather than graze as do most of the Macropods; as well we have those lovely (1%**) little Pademelons that can
sometimes get through 4" mesh and despite the orchard being completely fenced, both species proved troublesome to naturally
regenerating and set-out plants, hence the cost and effort in protection..... About 30 species were chosen, all endemic to our
block and grown from seed collected here, or in the general area. We used a good number of the Green Wattle Acacia
irrorata, Tallowood Eucalyptus microcorys, Acacia falcata, She-oaks Casuarina littoralis and C. torulosa, though varying
numbers of RF species made up the bulk of the plantings.

There were mixed results of survival and growth rates; e.g. Pencil Cedar Polyscias murrayi has a handful of plants
really romping ahead, others have carked it or have stood still; likewise Socketwood Daphnandra micrantha and Whalebone
Tree Streblus brunonianus. Rhodamnia ribescens our Serub Turpentine, Acmena smithii, Rhodomyrtus psidioides, and
Emmenosperma alphitonioides are all slow though steady growers here; Native Frangipani Hymenosporum flavescens and Red
Ash Alphitonia excelsa have shown the best growth of the lot, Sandpaper Fig Ficus coronata is not far behind - a good reliable
species and particularly valuable (if in a reasonably open position) because of its reliable fruiting - a food supply to attract
birds, who in returnl 'deposit’ various seeds that germinate nearby to continue the cycle of regeneration which has been
initiated.  Wallaby-wise, our experience has been: they like to chew planted Eucs and Wattles, but rarely touch the same
species that have naturally regenerated; they'll walk over broken glass to consume Emmenosperma, Clerodendron, Streblus,
Glochidion, Alectryon, Breynia, [hretia, Melia, Rapanea and Streblus seedlings and juvenilcs, whether planted or self sown..
Species that they have avoided are the White Beech Gmelina leichhardlii, Rosewood Dysoxylon fraserianum (mostly, though
some have been nibbled) a Fig, Ficts macrophylla, Native Frangipanl Hymenosporum flavum, and Tamarind Diploglottis
australis. ‘There are no doubt others unpalatable to animals - I'd be interested to know of them.
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VAL WILLIAMS HAS TAKEN ON THE POSITION OF NSW APS CONSERVATION OFFICER

(Val has been President of NSW in recent years and being a beggar for punishment, decided to chair the Conservation

Committee, (Rhonda Daniels, Robin Woods also a RFSG member, and Val) saying "we have been looking for a conservation
focus for the Society. I think private conservation might be a good choice.

' In the January N/l you mentioned visiting Christine and Richard Cullen's ex dairy farm at Lorne and the way the bush

was coming back in totally clcared paddocks. The Soils, Habitats, Biodiversitry campaign committee is very Interested in this

type of project and needs to accumulate examples and how it was done. Would you be able to put me in touch with them or

pass information on to me?

One partial solution to loss of biodiversity and soil degradation such as salinity would be to buy up farm properties
that are being sold by the Local Government for rates, and allow them to regenerate. There are many farms in Australia that
are no longer viable. As you would have seen from "Native Plants" our Society is involved in the Soils, Habitats, Biodiversity
campaign which I think suits us very well as it does not rely on government enforcing its own laws(!) but appeals directly to
farmers. I went to the NoCharcoal rally with about 400 other people and now the Carr govt has announced it is to go ahead,
The land clearing rate in NSW is 60,000 ha p.a. - see recent NPA journal."

Ed. The current situation in NSW is that 90,000ha has been approved for clearing while 40,000 ha have been rejected for
environmental reasons. Premier Carr promised that there would be no nett loss of native vegetation by the year 2000 which
indicates that a politicians promise is about as believable as a bundle of seven dollar notes.

THERE SEEMS NEVER ENOUGH WATER TO GO AROUND THESE DAYS
In tandem with our increasing population, available water seems to be decreasing and so causing widespread
problems both to our society and to the environment generally. Greenhouse effect, perhaps? I was intrigued by an academic's
claim that 'you can never satisfy the environmental lobby when he was discussing water property rights and the long overdue
decision to ensure that a portion of the state's river flow be dedicated to environmental needs. He implied that you give the
greenies 5% of the available water but they demand 50%. So you double the amount for the environment to 10% but they still
want 50% - totally unfair, they just will not compromise. He went on to complain that "we are giving water to the
environment so irrigators should be compensated”. The other argument is that too much water had been taken (stolen) from
the environment in the first place and now this problem has been recognised, some of that ill advised over extraction be
.reversed in order to maintain a semblance of river health. After all, a dead river is of no benefit to townspeople, graziers or
irrigation farmers, let alone the ramifications of the regional environmental disasters that would eventuate.
Footnote: A recent addition to the Key Threatening Processes of The Threatened Species Conservation Act (1995) actually
includes River Water Extraction as a major factor in environmental /habitat degradation. Other threats recently included are
'Anthropogenic (originated by man) Climate Change', 'Predation by Feral Cat', 'High Frequency Fire resulting in the disruption
of life cycle processes jn plants and animals and loss of vegetation structure and composition',

SERIOUS PROPOSALS TO PRIVATISE WATER.... FORESTS NEXT ?

At least in NSW. In the past everyone seeking to extract water from rivers, lakes and streams has traditionally been
given a license to use water, sometimes with no amount nominated, often with a specified volume, especially to large
irrigators. Free of charge. It has now, belatedly, been realised that more water has been allocated than is available from many
rivers, and authorities have moved to reduce the amounts taken. Users consider they have 'a right' to the original allocation
and are demanding property rights over such water which may have fallen as rain in far distant places. They want
compensation for taking away such 'rights' (which cost them nothing in the first%tace) as they claim that any developments
made to use that water will lose value. 1 do not kniow the pros and cons of correcting the problem, but it is certain that
insufficient flow is seriously degrading many rivers and strears, especially in the Murray -Darling system where a cap has
been in place for some years. \

The critic who declared that "You can never satisfy the greenies" added "Government is taking water away from
irrigators." Personally, a lot of water falls on Booyong, but being a natural event we don't have any rights over it other than to
use such reasonable volume to exist. 1 feel a bit annoyed that some user, far from here, can claim property rights to a resource
which originated here and despite having no 'rights’ to that rain I must contribute to his compensation?

Footnote. China is drying up afier the steady destruction of its forests; now it is negotiating to import much of its timber and
paper needs from Oz. Reforestation is belatedly happening on a large scale, better late than never they claim. The latest
survey of China's land mass has disclosed that desertification has affected 28% of the nation (from overgrazing as well as
deforestation), soil erosion has damaged 37% of the land, while 1.74 million square kilometres of desert were created by
'human activity'.

THE MARCH GATHERING AT SITA PARSONS BYABARRA GARDENS WAS WELL ATTENDED

Sixteen members, several children and 2 visitors who were particularly interested in RFSG activities enjoyed the day.
One visitor is an authority on orchids and obtained a transfer to Wauchope from the Illawarra to follow his interest. The other
gent recently bought a nearby property with remnant RF habitat, though exotics will require a lot of work to remove - privet,
honey locust, nasty grasses and such - but he has already made a good start at regeneration and is especially interested in birds
and RF.

Each person planted a tree in the arboretum site, extending the area already established almost to the edge of existing
remnant creek vegetation. We were particularly impressed with the quality of the soil at the site which was previously used for
cropping when the property was a dairy farm. Being situated in a small valley, which over the aeons would have benefited

from vast amounts of rich volcanic soil washed down from the Comboyne Plateau, it is no surprise that the area until
recently,



b =
supported extensive rainforest and is the obvious reason {hat Sita's plantings ar¢ doing so well, as is natural regeneration
following weed removal.

Sita and daughter Amaya went (0 great effort to provide such a delectable morning €a and lunch! It was good to
catch up with people | hadn't seen for a while and to relax in the company of like minded individuals. We had the mandatory
sampling of RF fruit wines, on this occasion Ficus coronata, and Rubus rosifolius NOW 3 years old and not a bad drop indeed.

GWEN CADDY FEELS LUCKY TO HAVE A GARDEN IN AN OCEAN OF DEVELOPMENT

Gwen and Roy build in the then new Sydney southern suburb of Yowie Bay in the '50's - a typical urban garden
suburb of the era. Having water views of Port Hacking and Royal National Park, there is high demand from people wishing to
have such amenity and for the past few years, most of the blocks have been redeveloped for medium density living and as
Gwen says they feel privileged to have 2 small backyard garden and not just'a balcony in a block of units. "1 have a few trees
which I can't allow to get 100 big and other specimens in plastic tubs. T try and propagate some plants and pass them on 10
olhers. Bushcare people are beginning 0 sce RF plants as & possibility for courtyards and balconies as they are now aware that
they will grow in shade and many species can be pruned and kept small for years. | admire what you and Beryl have done in
restoring and caring for "Booyong; itis a Jovely place and we trust that you keep good health and are able to carry On. Thanks
for your wonderful job with the N/L - we have all penefited from it. -

BETTY RYMER SAYS HER ONCE OUTER SUBURB OF KENTHURST IS GETTING CROWDED TOO
"Though I am getting slower in the garden, 1 do enjoy my RF trees and shrubs - many are old enough to flower now
and 1 still walk the bush with the dogs most days. 1 was thrilled the other week (o se¢ a wallaby and previously a Cymbidium
suave blooming, considering we arc becoming surrounded by houses.

My pride and joy is Barklya syringifolia - blooms well every year and produces seeds that germinate but don't like
growing on successfully. The R area and ferng form the easy part of my garden to maintain and much of this gets much of
the runoff from a nursery opposite S0 that helps too.

Ed. Gwen and Betty's stories are S0 commaon of the Sydney of today and we are more than happy that we decided to move out
10 years ago.- That place is ever expanding westwards, sideways and up; and as an unwanted (other than by real estate agents
and developers) population grows the quality of life lessens while traffic congestion and pollution increase. The place will be
like Hong Kong, 1.os Angeles and London all rolled into one, and I am amazed that the city's residents allow this to happen
with little protest.

CAROL AND TREVOR DEANE TELL OF THEIR MOVE FROM SYDNEY TO DORRIGO.
"Much has changed in our lives since Claire was burnt (0 death at Mount Kuringai in June 2000; we both retired from
our work and took up an offer made by Carol's cousin to move t0 Dorrigo and help him on his beef cattle property. We have
our own little cottage and have settled into a new lifestyle, most days (usually 7 days a week) we work on the property in the
morning and follow our own interests in the afternoon. We still own our F orestville home and hope our Son and his partner
will continue living there and will look after our RF garden.

Here at Dorrigo there is about 70 acres of RF, a mixture of wirf/ ctrf and wirf/ strf. 'We are presently working hard to
get about 50 acres of this placed under a Voluntary Conservation Agreement with NP&WS. When this is done we want 10
start to improve as much of the remaining small RF remnants as we can whilst keeping the property viable for the 200 cattle
Bruce runs. The Inquest into the deaths of the 4 National Parks staff was completed in December which has given us some
relief from necessary time in Sydney; now we are assisting one of Trev's UK brothers to emigrate to Oz which is occupying
much of our free time. Like you we ar¢ building species lists here and spending much time weeding the paddocks and creek
banks...... Now that you are retiring we hope that you will come and sce us, slay if you are able and give us the value of your
advice re the opportunities you see we have."

AUSTRALIAN STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 2001 REPORT RECENTLY ISSUSED

This was completed last December under the chair of Professor Bruce Thom. It is the second independent and
comprehensive report on the present state of our environment . (These Reporls are required to be produced each 5 years). The
document was made available to the public this month and is an extensive, large volume. It is available for sale, though 1 have
not yet bought it.  However I obtained the 'Executive Review from my Federal member and you too can get a copy free of
charge from your representative if you are interested in this 15 page summary. "Key Findings" include favourable and
unfavourable news on atmosphere, coasts and oceans, land, inland waters, biodiversity, natural & cultural heritage and human
settlements, and much more of interest to those concerned about our future survival.

ALSO JUST RELEASED (LAST NIGHT) - THE FEDERAL BUDGET
A poultice of money is being directed to defence and security. As predicted, at the cost to environmental and social

programmes. Flood Plain Management has had money taken away from its already miserable allocation, Greenhouse Gas
Mitigation & Climate Change budget has been cut by a massive $100 million and the Natural Heritage ‘Trust has been reduced
by $25 million. Spending has been set at $250 mill for the NHT and $100 mill for salinity and water quality improvements. It
was interesting that the treasurer did not once mention Education, Conservation or Environment during the Budget broadcast,
which indicates where his government's priorities rank.

Other points of concern (0 concerned citizens is the further increase in foreign debt ($29 billion more is forecast in the
coming year) and another increase it immigration - 17,000 more people will put yet more pressure on our fragile and
declining environment.
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AND A FURTHER REPORT - 'MEASURING AUSTRALIA'S PROGRESS' - IS OUT !

This research was published in April. Briefly, it found that material well-being is increasing at the expense of
personal safety, quality of life and the natural cnvironment. There have been increases in real income 10 individuals, increased
national wealth, longer life expectancy and lower rates of unemployment. We performed poorly on many key environmental
indicators with land clearing rates 40% higher {han in 1991 and greenhouse gas emissions increasing by 17% between 1990
and '99. There are greater rates of property and personal crime, cities are becoming more crowded and it goes on.

Perhaps the nation's problems could be tackled il less reports were commissicned and the costs of these were directed
at redressing known concerns. Thete seems to be a new report released every day - most usually rejected, as was the Fuel
Excise Report which cost $4 million to compile

SALINITY -- HOW TO MAKE A SILK PURSE OUT OF A SOW'S EAR

Accepted wisdom has been that salt is a curse on the land, destroys forests and other vegetation, has large economic
costs to property and infrastructure and every effort should be made to prevent and even reverse its insidious effects. Buta

_statement made during the "National Conference on Rehabilitation of Saline Land' last year challenges that point of view with

the manager of the dryland salinity task force declaring "Salinity - Not a curse; not a waste; but an opportunity awaiting
development!" Tle went on (0 predict such opportunities as inland salt water fish farming, salt harvesting, and other job-
creating money-making pursuits adding "It will cost too much to remedy anyway." That is a great attitude from those chosen
to ensure a sustainable future both to ourselves and the environment in general, and I believe that my descendants won't give
us full marks for our present stewardship.

Perhaps the heading should read - How to make a Sows Ear out of a Silk Purse.
Footnote: We were told in October 2000 that salinity was the greatest problem facing, the nation and that a $700 million
Action Plan was in place. Fifieen months later a mere $7 1/2 million had been committed to the Plan, for projects in S.A. A
really great problem indeed, though not one to spend money on.

ODD ONES - EVEN ILLOGICAL APPROACHES

* 20,000 people attended the Dalai Lamas Sydney arrival - just 400 the recent NoCharcoal (Save Our Forests) rally.

* Rural land owners demand compensation to keep natural vegetation on freehold and leasehold(?) property - perhaps
the nation should expect compensation from land clearers for the permanent loss of natural vegetation and biodiversity which
deliberate destruction of natural ecosystems Causes. ‘That vegetation has been there for millions of years, thousands of
generations - is it unquestionable that the present occupiers be paid to leave it as is? Does each following generation of
occupants also be compensated for preserving it during their life spans?

* Prime Minister boasting of spending $2 billion on 'peacekeeping in Timor while claiming the nation cannot afford
current benefits to the disadvantaged, and reducing expenditure on urgent and vital environmental problems.

* Everyone claims that we need to reduce Greenhouse emissions - except the Electricity Supply Association. They are
most concerned that we will not have enough power and that civilisation will collapse unless we spend $40 billion over the
next 8 years on building 8 to 12 new gas or coal fired power stations down the east coast and Adelaide, or we will be crippled
like California. They are concerned that there may not be enough political will, understanding and clarity to make the future
investment needed in this industry to happen. ('AFR' 5.4.02)) Do we have a spare $40 billion?

TIM FLANNERY WOULD HAVE BEEN A GOOD 'AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR'

Many people heard the highly regarded scientist and author give the NSW Australia Day address in January, and
considered that such person with the knowledge and love of our nation should have been selected for this position. The bloke
who received the prestigious award did have different credentials, professional sportsman and known to the P.M. (after all, 3 of
the past five A.O.T.Y. people were sports people - why not?). Being in his mid 20's and involved with tennis 8 days a week
doesn't leave much time for contributing to Oz society in other directions. Perhaps he will catch up on such good works in due
course and so earn his accolade. We had to chuckle at his serious comment on ABC TV in March "I will be sitting back and
taking what Australia has to offer". One would expect better, though recent political appointments generally leave much to
desire.

Similarly another who gave an Oz Day address chooses to live in New York and was brought here for his big speech
at taxpayers expense. These instances leave me somewhat puzzled about our national reasoning. There are so many
attempting to secure our future survival and who are bonded to our land, yet they get so little recognition. Mary White, Tim
Low, Professor Tan Lowe, Clive Hamilton are just a few that quickly come to mind and who deserve a promotion....... All
politics of course - wealth and sport are sadly the pinnacles of achievement and are currently revered above all else.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE RAINFOREST STUDY GROUP

Perhaps as I vacate the leadership of RESG 1 should summarise its history as I can recall, as well as drawing on our
early records. Trevor Deane reminded me of some of the details of our early days. Thanks Trev.

A Sydney member of SGAP, Graham Quint, became interested in RF environments; the controversies of logging these
diminishing habitats were given much publicity in the 1970's and really commenced with the Askin Liberal government's half-
witted decision to protect a narrow band of forest along the NSW - QId border (derisively termed "The Snake Park™. An
Enquiry was set up to adjudicate on conservation v. logging of the forest resource of the Border Ranges. A number of forest
protests were organised; that at Terania Creek attracted national publicity and was arguably the decisive action that eventually
resulted in the protection of the larger remnants of NSW RF. Forest protection became a hot political issue and was a major

factor in the election of the Wran Labor government in 1978. In 1982 the government (narrowly) adopted the’ Rainforest
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Policy despite opposition from certain ALP members, notably North Coast Ministers Day and Crabtree. In 1985 203,000
hectares were successfully nominated as World Heritage areas. (Readers are reminded that Don Yates did an excellent

. summary on how the Border Ranges came to be protected in N/L No. 52)

Graham spoke at various SGAP meetings on the value of RF ecosystems and drew attention to how much had already
been destroyed through logging and general land clearing. In December 1981, with a nucleus of 23 members, RFSG was
launched by publishing the first N/L. Member contact was infrequent - just 4 n/ls were printed in almost 4 years though
several Sydney meetings were held and a weekend excursion organised. T joined the Group in April 1982 but was not actively
involved for some time.

A keen young bloke, lan Innes offered to help with N/Ls and published one in March 1986 as he assumed leadership.
At that time, there was a nominal membership of 88. Afler almost 2 years of no action, I thought that perhaps I should do
something and sought the assistance of 2 other local members, Marion Kearns and David Thomas. We had a meeting with Ian
and got him sufficiently enthused for our 6th N/L, out in March 1988. At the end of 1989 I contacted Ian once more. He said
he was unable to continue as leader so I felt the only alternative was to seek the position myself otherwise the Group would
fold. ‘This was duly approved by ASGAP and I acquired unopened correspondence built up over almost 2 years. 1 contacted as
many members as I could via my first rather amateur N/L in Feb 1990 sent to 65 people. I am especially pleased that there are
15 members from those early days that have stuck with RFSG all through.

Membership grew quickly - 174 by June 1993, from then it has been fairly stable around those figures. Though new
recruits were in fair numbers during the '90's, deaths, changed interests or lapsed subscriptions offset those gains. Today we
have 165 members. There have been relatively few people joining our ranks over the past few years and [ wonder as to the
reason for this.

A number of members have been of special assistance in running the Group - Jeremy Trahair who organised Sydney
gatherings for about 5 years from 1992, Esther Taylor who set up the Seed Bank in 1992 and administered it until Patrick
Bennett's involvement from 1994 after Esther moved from Ipswich. Ron Twaddle organised Brisbane activities from 1991
until 1995 when Peter Jurd accepted that position until it went into recess last year, due to lack of participants (as happened in
Sydney earlier). Peter Smith offered to prepare address labels for each N/L issue from 1995 until '99 when Joe Beskin looked
after this chore and which he is still doing. Each of those people are owed special thanks and I have certainly appreciated

. their efforts in achieving greater member involvement of the membership overall.

As I mentioned in the last issue, 1 have been able to publish a N/L each quarter for the past 12 1/2 years with the aid

of many member contributions and believe that we have made up for those early years of intermittent contact.

DON YATES ASKED THAT THIS LETTER BE PUBLISHED

(In fact he travelled down here to ensure that I did include it in my final N/ folowing my initial expression of
embarrassment). "Dayid might be resigning as leader of the RFSG but the members won't be losing him, his friendship and
work in conservation; along with his straight to the point views on the politicians who not only are hastening the destruction of
this country - but the whole world. - ensures his place in our hearts as someone prepared to stand up for what he believes in.
Australian plants might be a loser and one shudders to think that as an alternative to David's style it may be suggested that we
let commercial interests take over our Rainforests - let's hybridise plants that have taken over 100 million years to evolve the
most satisfactory way to survive in extremes of climate change, and why worry about the other species that have evolved in
association?

No thanks, not for me; our duty is to save every scrap of biodiversity that remains and add to it if we can. This is
what David has urged in his 50 N/Ls, with grace, patience and good humour and indeed history will show he has contributed
much. David is not irreplaceable but his position should be taken over by someone like-minded. He has given a lead and no
doubt inspired many people to greater efforts which would be somewhat tragic if this suddenly stopped.

Personally 1 can only say thanks for the commitment and the pleasure of knowing you. I don't think you'll be getting
a knighthood or be the next Governor General, but I think you would disdain these as you are already head and shoulders
above the politically correct and do not owe anybody anything. Sincerely, Don"

MY FINAL COMMENTS - '

I have a long-held belief that fair dinkum individuals say what they believe and believe what they say. This I have
endeavoured 1o do while éditing the N/L. Made a lot of friends; upset just a few closed minds, unintentionally.

1 have been told that some of the content had nothing to do with growing RF, but it certainly had everything to do
with RF growers, as we are all a part of the ecology - whatever we do has some effect on it; whatever others do effects us in
common with every creature on the planet.

Trevor Deane commented - "By default you have assisted conservation of a diminishing environment and made
people more aware of the load that often falls back on the individuals to open the awareness of others to preserve and protect,
in this case our rainforest. Conservation of Australian RF will only grow in importance so the more people who are thinking
about it and then taking some positive action the better". Thank you Trevor and Carol - I look forward to seeing an actual
ASGAP Environmental Study Group formed in the near future so that no other plant interest leader has to take on these
concerns 'by defaull'. _

Many subscriptions are soon due - I leave it to the new leader to send out reminders.

I wish everyone all the very best and do hope that we maintain contact in the future.

I thank everyone who has contribuled to this N/L as well as the previous issues.



