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INTRODUCTION
A X e}

I have taken on the leaderahip to reactivate oup Study Group fronm its dormancy. If there have been
uUnanswered enquiries op contributiong to the Newsletteor not yet inecluded, Please send a Copy to me at
the above address, 1 undertake to handle thege in the appropriate manner, promntly,

There 1s much knowledge and expertige among group members ag there ig among individuals and interesgteq
groups in the wider community, 7Ty is imverative that 3 eongtant flow of informaticu, theory and
research be disseminateq in regularp Newsletters, 7 Propoge to 1agye » further newsletters thig Year
and 2 or 3 annually in the future, Bpys this depends op receiving n steady stream of contributiong
from you, our members, Doesnt matter how brief op how detailed items are ag long as You send thep,

associated activities apg to approach these people requesting itemg for newsletters, ang 23 a means
of increasing membership. Could members pasg on o me the names and addresges or People and groups

SUBSCRIFTIONS AID MEMBERSHI P

AS yet neither the bank account nor yp 4o date membership detailg are available to me and as far ag 1

am aware, there has not been a Tequest fop subseriptiong since March 1986. Would you therefore for-

ward your memberghip Subseription for 1990 of 83.00 at your earljest orportunity, Yoy will get valye
d

There are g number of members who even in 1984 had moveq from their listeqd address ang not advised
T

‘their new location, 1f you know any of these peopie eould you ask them Yo send me their current
whereabouts so that we may resume contact,

SUBJECTS FOR FUTURE NEWSLETTERS

Propagating conaidereqd 4 fficult S9pecies fron geed.  Anothep important matter ig +o collate inform-
ies that are difficull to grow on, e.g, from personal experience, Orites excelsa,
Pleiogynium timorenge, Sterculia quadrifida, Syzigium hodgkinaoniae. There age many others. Memberg
list of Sbecies fop puhlication, others coylg then either agree on the degree

of difficulty or £o passg on their methods of overcoming problems of Zermination op along the growth
cycle of hard o £ToW speciaea,

Other Specific topies thag should pe Published are.._

=~ Vietorian rainforestsy - Rainforesg Tecovery op otherwise agten fires,
= Southern H.s.w, rainforests = lestoration of degraded areag,

= lNorthern H.s.w, rainforegtg . - Tourigt involvement and income potential,

- Central Queensalang rainforests - Happenings around waup distriecs,

- South Fagg Queenglang Tainforegts

Could People with knowledge of thege particular aspects forward soemething for ne to print, 1 would
2130 like to Tun a regulap "Letterg to the Edd toprn column g gover genera) mattera, problenm golving,
threatened areas where Support would be helpful, 3pecial geeqd treatment ete,

of course, virtually anything dealing with all ma ters or Tainforest Snvironment, 2cology and economy
would be of interest o us all, so bplease genq me whatever yoy 20, and make ours the moat informed
Itudy Eroup within S.G.A.P,

3 was wel] attended ang educative, g0 leta try

ot luck here (depends On what i{s in tpe garden

~ chopping down the Bues, o make Poom for more
(supplied), Say from 11 a,pn. wel or fine,

farther information op diréetiong, The address 14 18 Skeneg Avenue, Zastwood.

ANCY TrAT)

088ilised Coachwood fruits so million years old have been foung in South Augtralia,
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MEETIRG OUR MEMBERS

MEETING VOV ———
Current membership was included in Newsletter Ro. 5 and I feel sure that we would all encourage and

welcome fellow members by extending general hospitality, advice and assistance when they are in the
vicinity.

Beryl and I personally extend an jnvitation to our country and interstate members - and Sydney ones
ap well - to call on us if you are in this area, but naturally phone prior and confirm we are home.
There is a small, overcrowded plantation of about 100 apecles vhich may be of interest to others.
Always some plants to swap 28 well.

WEETINGS AND OUTINGS

Our membership cCOVELS 30 interstate, 29 N.S.W. country, 38 Sydney and nearby. ‘ould aamebody be
prepared to organise a time and location for & weekend, or longer, family cempout for study/
diacuasion!information exchange/relaxatinn purposes between say llowra and Taree? Also0 suggestiona for

suitable spots would be welcomed for later gatherings. Dest times would be mid Autumn ox early Sprins
for pleasant weather and to allow gufficient time for people to arrange time off work or whatever.

Perhaps someone srom northern N.S5.W. where about 10 members are within reasonable distances, south
east Queensland with 8, and North Queensland also 8 put further spread, could arranfe aomething to
bring local members together and even encourage others to make a longer trek to explore new a2reasd and
meet distant members.

CHANRGES OF ADDRESS

Please advise the leader immediately. 1t saves time and cost, avoids problems and ensures that you
recelve your newsletter immediately after publication.

WET TROPICS OF NORTH EAST QUEENSLAND — HERITAGE LISTING

At long last the bitterness, division, and legal challenges that this decision arcused are being
relegated to the chronicles of history.

The initial proposal %o protect this gection of our National Estate goes pack about 5 yeard and
includes the most important forests between Townsville and Cooktown that remain in public'cwnerahip.
There are only 700,000 he. of rainforest left 1n north east Queensland but some aites have existed
continuously for more than 100 million years. Thirteen of the Viorld's nineteen truly primitive flower-
ing families are found here, and many {ndividual trees have been found to Dbe extremely ancient. A
MacIntyres Boxwood, Yanthophyllum octandrum on the Atherton Tableland was estimated Ho be around 2,600
years old (sad to kill something that old). They contain the highest diversity of animal 1life of any
area in Australia and the only habitat remaining for numerous threatened species. mhe butterflies are
spectacular, and there are very many insects that are as yet unnamed or even described. Flant lists
also include large numbers of unidentified species. Many known gpecies are found in only one location
which raises questions as to their chances of gurvival in the long term., There is gtill destructive |
vjevelopment! in sensitive areas, subdivislion, i1llegal logging, road censfruction and mining leading to
weed infestation, gpread of feral animals, soil erosion and siltation of streams.

The Daintrece - Bloomfield Road was & straight-out act of bastardry and under normal circumstances would
be beyond pelief that such official vandallsm could occuT. Fortunately, Stafe Government representa-
tives involved have been generally removed from office, and it is hoped that never again will we see
their like holding important or i{nfluential positions.

FREELY SUCKERING SPECIES

Mention has been made of problems arising from these, pnrticularly in areas of 1imited space and within
closely planted garden situations. Many of the penus Rubus are inclined to gpread Very quickly,

fortunately not as badly as the introduced R. fruiticosus group, but nevertheless gomewhat difficult %o
control.

Gommersonia fraserd gives indicatlons of invasive spread, and others known to sucker to some extent
are Choricarpia leptopetala, Citriobatus pauciflorus, Fuodia micrococeta, P{ttosporum revolutum,
Polyscias sambucifolius, and Scolopla praunii. laybe scme OT 211 of these sucker only when roots. are
damaged by cultivation or insect attack., Any comments?

Further jnformation is gought in adding species %o this list and gurgestions to either overcome OT
reduce this sometimes undesirable characteristic. 1t is, of course, an advantage in many situations,
but generally not in urben backyards. :

WONGABEL BOTARICAL WALK — ATHERTON NORTH QUEENSLAND.

This ie 2.6 k. long, via a well conetructed srack in Wongabel State Porest, 8 k. south of Atherton on
ihe Ravenshoe Road. A brochure listing the number, location and name of 1390 marked trees is available
at the start of the walk, Mostly commercial timber species of mature size, S0 it is mainly an exerclse
in bark, stem form, buttressing or otherwise cnaracteristics. vie found it to be a very pleasant stop
off and recommend that anyone passing through with a couple of hours to spare should wander througih.

+ pertainly beats stopping ab Ravenshoe and reading the erude, rude, sometimes misspelt signs of in-
vective and hate that were directed at goutherners and the environmentally eoncerned on display in 198E.
Hopefully some intelligent newcomers have settled in the town since then and nhave had atenign influence

on the locals and have caused them to think aout the future and the unquestionale penefits of low key
tourism.



MT. BINGA — BLACKBUTT RANGE, SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

In October 1989, we visited relatives whose property is very near Nt. Binga State Forest of Queensland,
approximately 80 kms. north of Toowoomba. We were very sad to discover that the 3lackbutt office of the
Department of Forestry had cleared another large area and were about to "fire' it. The method of clear-
ing involved a very long chain connected to two bulldozers which dragged 1t through the forest felling
everything. The "rubbish" was then pushed up into windrows and burnt,

The type of vegetation was dry rainforest containing bird nest ferns, staghorns and numerous species or
orchids, especially Dendrobium speciosum that were in vast numbers, ‘e were given permission, along
with members of the Native Orchid Society of Queensland Inc., to collect some orchids., Hore than 20
members collected many huge specimens of Dendrobium speclosum, some plants needing two men to 1ift them.

The Dept. of Forestry had already removed six truck loads of Den. speciosum to their nursery in
Strathpine, north Brisbane.

ile have a list collated by our relative of 112 species of birds he has personally observed in the area,
“e despair of the animal and bird life affected by the destruction. The Dept. of Forestry intend plant-
ing a plantation of hoop pine so the whole balance of plant and animal life has reen altered.

Since then we have been horrified to learn that the Queensiland Dept. of Forestry intends to clear a
further 1,000 acres. They want to do it quickly before the "greenies" learn about it.

Marian and Jim 3ailey.
TREE CLONES TO SAVE RAINFORESTS?

A British Company Proposes to clone six million tropical hardwnod trees every year to reduce global
warming and replace dwindling timber supplieg. They will ship disease free six inech plants to forests
around the world, and state the first 2 vears production is already accounted for, and that they will

make a profit appreaching six million dollars in the first year. Ten million dollars capital is sought
for the project,

Concerns that huge numbers of a single species developed from just one strain could end up as intense
monoculture systems replacing large tracts of shrinking natural areas, have been raised.

DID YOU KNOW?

Four decades of logging have reduced Thailand's tropical forests from 65% to 17% of the country. The
Thais were destroying their forests faster shan any other South East Asian country, at a ratte of 2.6% or
250,00 ha. per year causing droughts and widespread flooding, So the Government quite wisely banned all
logging. However, a senior politician, a Senator and senior economic adviser to the Prime Minister has
been forced to resign after police cauzht hundreds of hig timber company employess clearing valuable
tropical timber inside a National Park. Did he learn from that dreadful ‘Jueensland mill owner who
L1llegally logged the Daintree National Park in 1988 and who was fined a mere pittance?

HAPPENINGS AROUND SYDNEY.

The Mt. Annan Botanic Gardens west of Dampbelltown is the native plant garden of <he Sydney Royal Botanic
Gardens and is Australia's largest Botanic Garden =t 400 ha. Some original vesetation remains containin:
some large Kurrajongs and other dry rainforest species. An initial rainforest planting is being extenden
The gardens were opened in 1988 after much engineering work. Admission is 35 ver car,

Carlingford botanic parkland is, after many years of local effort, finally getting underway. A form orf
bush regeneration is being ecarried out and the second planting day is on 18th February. The Committee

is holding a large number of rainforest plants and these ar= to be used along an intermittent watorcourg-
on the site alfter thne many exetics are dealt with,

CONIFER STECIES IN AUSTRALIAN RAINFORESTS

Héoo Pine (Araucaria cunninghamii) and Zunya {irauceria bidwillii) are she
extensively logged from much of their original nabitat. Another imp
kauri (Agathis robusta) and finally the Stringybark pine (Callitris’
sized tree whereas the other three can reach large sizes,

best ¥nown, and have been
ortant timber tree 1s the OQueensland
macleayane) wnich 13 a small %o medi-.-

The ﬁ.S,W. Forestry Commission highly values Hoop pine and over the years has established a number orf
plantations on the north coast, There are about 1600 ha. in the Casino/Urbenville district alone, Queern
land Forestry Department has also planted extensive areags. This species was once used for butter boxes.

“hen the accessible trees were cut out, butter was packed in 31b blocks Wwrapped in waxed paper and packed
in cardboard boxes. The wonders of modern technology.

3unya pine was algo wasted in racking cases despite i3 value as a <no

G
1ts nuta, Incidentally, a N.S.W. bush Zood Company has a product in sin
that will, no doubt, reach the top 10 of gourmet foods., Australian abor
1uts that they actually climbed the treeg tg harvest the cones to collec
-eat them to fallen fruits.

Tee supplying needed ssarches in

S "Bunya and “itchetty Urub Sour”
iginals go highly valued the Zun+-
% them before native animals coul -

“he two Araucarias and the Agathis are orien emergents of the forest,
iominant tree. They make excellent Specimen trees Sut take up so much
them in residential gituations jig very limited, A

and in some situations can.be the
Srace that the opportunisy to uge



RAINFOREST BIRDS

llany species occupy various habitats as they have not developed specialist tendencies, and whilst thera
may be local resident populations of Crimson Rosellas or Grey Fantails for example, others such as the
Rose Robin and Spangled Drongo breed in rainforest but move intoc more open country during the winter
months. Others that spend much of their time in dense vegetation such as the Golden Whistler and Lewin's
Honeyeater do forage and sometimes nest in open situations.

However, birds whose sole habitat im N.S.W, rainforest are - Crested HYawk and Grey Goshawk being diurnal
birds of prey, nocturnal ones are Sooty Owl and the rare Marbled Frogmouth. The Brush Cuckoo lays 1its
esgs in the cup shaped nests of the Rufous Fantail and Leaden Flycatcher, all 3 being summer migrants
from the north. Then there i1s the Brush Turkey, Rufous Scrub bird and Albert Lyrebird that forage én
the forest floor as does the Black breasted Button Quail which is extremely rare, being confined to the
rainforests of the Macpherson Range, and the Chowchilla or Log Runner. Also very rare is the blue
browed Flg Parrof, the double eyed Fig Parrot is more common.

The loisy Pitta is conspicuous by its 3 note call, described as "walk %o work" and brilliant plumage but
not often seen, Like most rainforest birds they are shy and retiring and, of course, the dim light does
not help in birdwatching., There are Fale Yellow Robins, Spectacled and White eared Flycatchers, Olive
Whistlers, Rufous Shrike Thrush, Regent Bowerbirds, Paradise Riflebirds, Green Catbirds and the sociable
but nomadic Southern Figbirds. Pigeons will be given a special section in a future newsletter.

e
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The Bush Food Handbook. by Vic Cherikoff and Jennifer Isaacs. Ti Tree Press 1989 - 1SBN 07316 69045S.

Did you know that Bush Foods can be found all around us in city streets, gardens and public plantings as
well as out in the bush? Many are rainforest gpecles,

The BUSH FOOD HANDBOOK is Australia's first hands-on, users guide to our edible indigenous resources.
It contains information on identifying foods, collecting the edible bits and preparing them into
culinary masterpieces. Illustrated with colour photographs and packed with recipes and how-to inform-
ation.

lany people incorrectly believe that bush foods are usually poisonous until prepared using intricate
procedures refined by the Aborigines. In fact, most bush foods do not need any more treatment than
conventional foods., The BUSH FOOD HANDBOOK presents a universal puilde to processing any plant parts from
native plants which are suspected of being edible and practically determining their edibility.

THE BUSH FOON HANDBOOK will make an ideal g:ft for any gardener. Build your cwn backyard foraging patch
and browse on bush foods for new taste treats or for the ingredients for that uniquely Australian dinner.

The book alsc details cooking methods which may convince you to throw away vour gas BBQ and most of your
outdoor cookware,

T0ING BUSH? Apart from all the information on bush foods, this book also gives survival information that
works! Vie Cherikoff has run survival and bush skills courses in and around Sydney for over five years.
This has reflned the often impractical information other books on the topic present. Travellers should

read the book and learn those survival skills before setting out for that outback holiday.

fou can order this book direct from Bush Tucker Suoply P/L., P.0. Rox B1l03 Boronia TFark, N.S.w. 2111 cr
Zrom most bookshops. Around 340,
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30YCOTT RAINFOREST TIMBERS

Jach year the world consumes 130 million “onnes of rainforest %imber and destroys 11 million hectares of
rainforest, much of this as a result of logging.

20 per cent of the rainforest timbers we uge are imporved, furthering the destructicn of Soush-2ast asia'sa
rainforegta,

All the rainforest timbers used in iustrzlia today could be replaced with plantation timbers.
lainforest Timbers — The Hidden Cost. Rainforests are the womb of 1ife, home to half the 10 million

specles of plants and animals on earth, The rainforests were the birthplace of flowering plants and
708t of our food crops and medicines are derived “rom them.

cach year humans destroy an area of tropical forest the size of Victoria. Recent estimates claim thaz
‘8 species are becoming extinct each day, mainly due to tropical deforestation. If oresent ratesg of

iiitriction continue the world's tropical rainforests will be virtually annihilated within a single human
lifetime. '

The Zffects of Logginz. There is no lknowm example of a sustainable logging operation in tropical rain-
orest.

ne IUCH emphasises that "primary trupical moist forests subjected to commercial logring can bte written

>ff as gsuch for the future, because modification reduces them to simplified, moist forest-derived
cvatems "

Zogging not only destrovs rainforests directly, bdut logging roads give access to other activities which
iestroy as much forest area as the logging itself, Fire, weeds, plant diseases and feral animals follow
“he loggers, further Adecrading the rainferest. In the Third World displaced and landless veorle move
tnto the newly logged areas and slash and burn for a few years before tha {nfertile soils bake and leacn
wway.

-ucted Irom dainforest Timbers lampaifn, -he “2inforect Infermation Centre, .0, 0% 358 Lismore 24890,



