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A BRIEF LOOK AT SOME
OF THE PROJECTS
AROUND AUSTRALIA

In this edition has a collection of article from
around Australia with information on how to un-~
dertake your very own revegetation project.
Along with some of the stunning results on what
can be achieved from a variety of project from
around Australia.

If planting trees is not you cup of tea how about
bush regeneration using a variety of methods to
achieved some really good results

Included in this edition is information on weed
control to brochures that have been given to me
to stimulate and help facilitate better projects for
the community and the individual ................ 3
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QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM
FOR REVEGETATION

To carry out this snap shot survey of how suc-
cess full we are at revegetation | need to know
the following -

Soil Type
Rainfall

Species of plant

What type of tree guard use if any

If a herbicide was used if any fertilizer
used if any

Burning the area prior to planting
What method of planting was used.

Information on what the growing condi-
tions were like e.g. was dry year on a
north facing slope and | had 70% survival
of species X and 20% survival of species
Y

And or any other relevant information
that will be help full. In the third edition of
this newsletter

All information will published hear in the

FEditorial

Y Welcome to the
season of
preparing the
your sight for
revegetation |

thought about dedicating this
newsletter to such as topic
but | decide not to. Well
since | got such as good
response from every one
about ideas for this new
volume. | decided to keep to
the original topic of You or
Your communities projects.
Sound corny | know but most
of have some time in our life
participated in community
community project. so |
thought I it would be good
idea for to what has
happened with some of the
project we have all worked
on.

My first project that | worked
on was back in 1982 planting
tress along a corridoor of the
River Torrens said to say this
but nearly all the tress were
bulldozed to make way for
the O’'Bahn Busway.

Our Quality Assurance
Project is looking good
presently we have two
landcare groups who are
feeding me in information |
am presently negotiating with
another

Cheersy




THE PROJECTS AROUND
AUSTRALIA
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ERYNGIUM ROSTRATUM (BLUE DEVIL)
Max Atkinson, Coromandel East

Eryngunn roxtratum s a perennial pland thal is rave to endangered in
Scuth Australin, where it has been reported as occuring in the
Southern Instricts to the Flinders Ranges, Kangaroo Isfand and the
South East. [ts range also includes other parts of eastern Ausiralia and
lemperate South America (Flora of South Australia, 1986, p. 989). The
penus Eryngiuan contains about 230 species, most of which are South
American. Aboul seven species (inclading three introductions) oceur in
Austrahia. The four Australian native species are E. plantagineum, F.
rostratiun, L. supinum and E. vestculosum. . martimon (Encyclopaediu
Botanica, Frances Bodkin, 1990, p. 400), from the Mediterranean
region, 1s a common garden plant which 1s known as Sea Holiy.

At first glance, 15 rostratum looks like a prickly thistle. However it
belongs to the family Umbelliferae, whereas most true thistles are from
the tamily Asteraceae. When it is n flower, the mature plant of .
rostristum is a vivid clectoic blue. [t is up to 30 cm tall, and very prickly.
Paradoxically, grazing stock,
rabbits and hares tind the new
shootls most palatable. The new
shoots appear in late winter from a
lleshy rootstack. By the beginning
of Decemher, plants are showing
zood colour, with many tlower-
heads. As the sofl moisture
declines with summer drought

- and heat, the plants set seed and
the above -ground portions dry ofl

J}”/ ' and die. S(;ed germinates in early
:;':.','.'_f;. ﬁghm-'-" oo Y spring provided that there has
Beies @‘ R \t i been adequate winter rain.
i \3 f'or the past twenty years or so

FEOWE T aid BRASY i I have been aware of E. rostratian
growing at Coromandel East. At
lirst i took ne pams to ideniify it, thinking it to be a rather pretly weed,
Unlike tnxe thistles, it was vot invasive and spread only slowly.
Evenlually | decided that it was time for this "weed” to be cradicated;
but 1 first took the irouble fo have it identified. [t hardly needs to Le

said that, once its identity and conservation status were established,
the eradication programme rapidly changed to one of protection.

E. rostratum is an attractive plant that should adapt well to a small
site in a rock garden provided that it is able to have a dry summer
period with little artificial watering. Seed that I planted in shallow seed
trays in autumn and kept moist over winter germinated well the
following spring. Subsequent growth after pricking out has been slow
but steady. Perhaps it will be possible to have a few plants available for
future plant sales! ®
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* AN EAST COAST EXPERIENCE Jennifer Kay

On Sunday, 31st March 1996, SGAP members visited Churinga Holiday Cotiages on the
Coles Bay Road. We were led by the owner, Tony Marriott, through nearly 40 hectares of
beautiful Heathland which must be quite a sight in spring. Plants ranged in size from low
growing Astroloma pinifollum to stately Allocasuarina littoralls with the odd eye-catching
red flash of Epacris impressa. Other plants included Banksla marginata, Xanthorrhoea
australis, Leptospermum scoparium, Leucopogon collinus, Styliidium graminifolium,

Acacla sophorae, Hibbertla riparia, Epactis lanuginosa and the Parson's Bands orchid,
Erlochilus cucullatus.

Woe passed through a small forest of Eucalyptus ovals, E. amygdalina, E. viminalis and
Acacla mearnsii with the odd shrub of Ricinocarpus pinifollus before entering a stand of
Melaleuca pustulata surrounding a very peaceful lagoon sprouting native water reeds. |
think some of us thought this was the end of our excursion until Tony led us further on
through the Allocasuarina/Eucalypt forest with Exocarpos cupressiformis, Lomandra
longlifolla, ~cacla veriiclliata, a strange clump of Melaleuca glbbosa, some Ixodis
angusta (now Odixla angusta. Ed), Villarsia exaltata, Myriophylium and Lobelia sp.

Then came more lagoons and the scenery! Stunning unspoilt views of the Hazards with the
serene lagoons in the foraground, lined with healthy bushland in all shades of green.

Our next excursion was led by Mark Lawson, & ranger for the Department of Lands, Parks
and Wildife, to Friendly beach. We had lunch at the Leokout where Mark explained a brief
history and management plan of the National Park. We then set off down the windswept
hillside, amid wind-pruned and stunted shrubs and trees, a scramble over sand-dunes
through Acacfa sophorae to the pure white, dazzling sand, surf and green water.

WESTERN CREEK TREK Margaret Donaldson

Inspired by our visit to Ben Lomond in January we decided to follow through and take a look
al Bellendena momntana when their seed pods were at the height of their glory. Sue Waite
kindly offered to show us these at the top of Westem Creek when the time was right. After a
few postponements we finalfy made it on Sunday 21 April. Quite a crowd of us met and
proceedsd to make our way along Westemn Creek It wasn't until the waterfall that we
realised that we were actually climbing up to the plateau; well of course, where else would
the Mountaln Rockets be? The waather was not good, being overcast and damp. Some of
the group decided to retumn to base after reaching the waterfall, but they had already seen
nuch of the wonderful diversity the valley wall had to offer. The remaining party continued
upwards until at last the top was reeched, and even In the closing mist the area wes a
wonderful sight.

During our joumney we had passed thwough a number of vegetative regions. The wet
sclerophyll forest offered a canopy of Eucalypius delegatensis (), Acacia melsnoxylon
(Blackwood), Telopea truncata (Waratah) and many other species all mingled with the
distinctive aroma of Tasmania Janceoiata, the Mountain Pepper. Running Into this forest
was the rainforest with Nethofagus, Richea cunninghamli, and the pines; Pencli, King
Billy, Celery-Top and a local hybrid of Pencll and King Billy, Athrotaxis laxifolls.

The montane area had everything you would expect to find: Basckea, Olearle, Orltes,
Boronls, Richea scoparis, Cysthodes, Leptospermum, Epacris, Ewsrtls, Euphrasia,
Gentlanelis dlemensls, Gleichenia alpina (Alpine Coral Fem) and of course the
Bellendena montana. Unfortunately most of the rockets {red seed pods) had tinished but
we did find enough 1o satisfy ourseives.

. On the retumn journey via a steeper path we passed through a tantastic coliection of tems
and mosses, including Dicksonla antarctica (Sott Tree Fem), Blechnum species,

\ Asplenlum bulblfetum (Mother Spleenwort), Histiophteris Incisa (Bat's Wing Fern),
Microsorium diversifollum (Kangaroo Fern) and Pteridium specles (Bracken Fems).

Atter retuming in the raln we all enjoyed a most welcorne hot drink at the Walts.

Next year we plan to return in March when the plateau should be a mass of red rockets and
we will have the added benefit of daylight saving. See you there!



Rare mallee clings to life in an industrial wasteland

Bushcarers: Vicki Hagan & John Roper

Site location: St Vincents Road, Lonsdale

Site established: June 1998

Hours spent on site: 150+

Weed species treated on site: Mustard weed, scabiosa, onion weed, soursob,
artichoke thistle.

The vegetation along 5t Vincents Road is one of the few remaining paiches of mailee south of )
Adelaide, and is home 10 several species which are locally endangered or rare, including
Acacia cupularis and Calocephalus semipapposum. it is historically and botanically significant.

The road once fed to the tocal tip and was badly infested with many different species of wesds,
in March 1995, the Noarfunga City Councif closed the road to vehicles arxd placed locked gates
at each end. In August, the council helped remove four 20-tonne truckioads of consolidated
rubbish. One teenager estimated that there were enough car parts strewn along the road to
construct three entire vehicles, including seat covers! Unfortunately, the pool table which had
been dumped there was nc longer functional,

After the removal of the rubbish, and the fire which
burned a large area fast summer, the weeds went
wild, with mustard weed head-high along most of the
road. As the site is badly degraded in most argas
and contains more than 35 species of weeds, many
from dumped garden refuse, the first priority was to
reduce the amount of seed dropped by the weeds
and so reduce the work in 1996, This was
accomplished by removing mustard weed, and
careful use of a whipper-snipper in areas where no
native plants remained. Hand weeding was used (o
repair the damage to the floraily rich ‘good bush'
patches. This process will continue for several years,
with gradual revegetation of the most degraded
sections.

Once this vegetation community would have formed
a protective canopy over the whole area, but with
clearance for agriculture, the elongaled sirip ajong
the roadside is exposed and butfetted by harsh
winds from the south west and north west. The
vegetation is badiy stressed and the trees are dying
back. Mitsubishi Austrafia has generously given
permission to plant a shelter beft on #s land, west of
the sile, to protect the vegetation and increase the
chances that this site can be saved. Rabbits arrived
on ihe site at Christmas and will need to be
controlled if the shelter belt is {6 succeed.

Buring the summer of 1695-95, seeds of the trees
and shrubs on the site have been collected and
gy _ ] prapagated, along with native grasses and ground
- fibove: A fire wen thiough parf of the Lonsdaie 816 souers and wifl be planted in a shefter belt this
« fast summer, promofing lush weed growth later in the winter. Approximately 1500 seedfings will be plan-

h .'-: > - . o {C ’ ,l. ,-.’ ,{'{f f 4 y )
. ye@. Bolow: Bushuarer Vicki Hegan with one of the ed, and some hand direct seeding will also be done.
i % Acacia cupularis seediings raised from seed she

<5 goliected from rare remnanis on the sife.




FERN TREE LANDCARE GROUP TACKLING WEED CONTROL Kris Schaffer

A group of 17 people tumed up ready and willing to tackle some of Fern Tree’s specific
environmental weeds, under the direction of Kris Schaffer, wearing her Landcare hat, and
Kerry Keatley, the Hobart City Council Bush Care Co-ordinator. The problem has arisen
mainly due to the higher altitude, rainfall, and berry-producing plants (mostly of English
origin) combined with the birds which have been attracted to our gardens. The area to be
tackled was the Pipeline Track from the top of Cleg Road to 'The Bower. However that area
was not fully completed as a disused track was found which, due to disturbance, was
discovered to be invaded by:

o Coprosma robusta, a type of New Zealand mirror-bush, a shrubto 3 m.

o llex aquifolium (holly), a tree to 25 m.

¢ Berberus darwinli (Darwin barberry), a shrub to 3 m. This plant is highly volatile and
should not be planted near your house. There are plenty of good specimens to be
found around Femn Tree, s0 do we need them in our environmentally sound gardens?

o Hedera spp. (lvy). This climber not only produces berries on maturity but also
strangles native understorey. Both leaves and berries are poisonous.

e Rubus frulticosa (blackberry) Say no more!! Birds carmry berries in their droppings.
This was graphically highlighted with certain areas 'rich’ in seedlings of these berry
producing plants.

Further working-bees will follow discussion of methods of dealing with weeds, tools used,

safe herbicides and what plants may be used as substitutes.

On the following
pages are some
exerts from
some Greening
Australia
brochures - The
brochures are
usually available
from Greening
Australia or
branches of Men
of the Tress or
Landcare or an-
other revegeta-
tion
organizations




Boys’ Brigade tackles a big Bushcare task at Karinya

Bushcarer: Blackwood Boys' Brigade {(Leaders: Rick Williams & Kevin Burrows)
Site location: Karinya Reserve - Eastern Section

Site established: November 1894

Hours spent on site: 6-10 people spend about 3 hours per month

Weed species treated on site: Boneseed, Monadenia bracteats, Bridal Creeper,
Olives

Rick Witliams and Kevin Burrows organised for the Blackwood Boys’ Brigade 1o work at
Karinya Reserve prior to the estab!zshment of the Bushcare program. Now, the group is
‘working with the help of Bushcare Boys' Brigade {ooks after the
eastern section of the reserve (3 h ready another site
estabiished in the westem saction of the reserve.

The reserve contains an excelient example of Grey Box woodland vegetation. This vegetation
type Is now conserved in quite limited areas, so keeping this reserve in good condition is of
high priority, Aside from the reserve containing an uncomman vegetation type, there are also
several uncommon plant species on the site.

The site was ‘gridded up' {0 aid in locating
oneself while working there. This is so that
specific weeds can be more easily located
(not because people may get lost!), The

. grid system aiso helpad to map the site

3 and wilf be § useful monitoring fool.

G

A5
it's a huge job fooking after this reserve. it

) may take some years befors ali the
b Boneseed is removed. White this appears
8 the most rampant wead, it isnt. The group
has pulled out many Monadenia bracteata
and is also ensuring that Bridal Creeper
never gets a foothold, by spraying
infestations before they get too big. These
: weeds can infest good bush, so they are 8
8 . higher priority for removal.

[5))

NORTHTOYE RUAD

[

This reserve does have some probiems
that are beyond the control of the
Bushearers, Horses have been left to
graze in some parts of the reserve,

: apparentiy while the riders have had a
rest, This has caused some damidge.
Nearby residents have siso been dumping
: : % 5 rubbish from their gardens.

Ryiwiny WL L0

Despite these problems, considerable
progress has been made, Many areas are
now regenerating with sedges, grasses

""" a0 of the Kaf ShaeD and other smali plants. it is diffical
vae A grid map of Xya Rosorvs Nt walking on the site in some parts because

consiructed fo help in weed location and management. the human footprint can do so much

darnage to the many lilies and ground-
covers that cen be found there.

So, 1o all the Blackwood Boys® Brgede -
well dane!




Friendship and persistence prevail at Pengilly

Bushcarer: Students af the Murray Institute of TAFE, with Andrew Philpott
Site location: South of Wasleys, on the northern Adelaide Plains

Site established: October 1984
Weed species treated on site: Bridal creeper, soursob, African boxthorn.

This 18-hectare paich of scrub was acquired by the Disltrict Council of Light, now Kapunda and

Light, around 1978. About 10 years laler it was placed under a heritage agreement.

The reserve grades from open mallee into Callitris woodland and shrubland. There is also an
impressive diversily of shrubs, creepers, orchids, lilies, mosses, lichens, fungi and many
ephemeral species that | am still trying to come to terms with. There are two iow sand dune
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Above: Site map of Pengilly Scrub. The érea was subject (o
fight to moderate grazing before it was bought by the local
councl and placed under a heritage agreement.

systems running through the otherwise level reserve that adds to the diversity of vegetation.
PENGILLY SCRUB -

The front of the resenve looks
like 50 many areas of remnant
vegetation in that the tree and
shrub layer are reasonably
intact but the groundeover
layer is highly disturbed. fi is
not umii you reach the centre
of the block thal you can sae
same truly impressive
remnant vegelation,
particutarly at the micro level
There is gbout half to one
fiectars of this highly intact
bush.

The Pengiily Bushcare groug
was bom mostly from student
involvement in hortinuftural
and land management studies
at the Gawler campus of
TAFE.

Since working in Pengilly, we
have achieved the virtual
eradication of African
baxthorn within the reserve
and on the surrounding
roadsides. This species was
fargeted ficst as it was a
manageable project and some
consideration was given {o the
idaa that this species may
indirectly aid in the dispersal
of bridal creeper fruils via
birds that utilise both pest
plants.

Nearly half the block has been
re-fenced wilh the inclusion of
rabbit-proof neifing. it is
hoped that the reserve will be
rahbit-proofed by the end of
nexi vear,



The front of the biock had heavy infestations  gear. Just keep working away at it -
of bridal creeper. Over the Queen’s Birthday nobody can ask more than that,
long weekend, the group sprayed about three-

quarters of this area, plus spot spraying t guess the strength of the Pengilly Bushcarers
throughout the reserve. We couidn't have is the level of friendship and support between
asked for 8 better turnaut for the weekend, nor members. | mean, spraying weeds is fine, but |
could we have asked for better resuits, look forward fo a quiet drink and some food

Shrubs that were
breaking under the
weight of the creeper are
now growing through the
tead stems. Native
grasses, mosses and
lilies < and soursobs - are
emerging,

We have carried cuf a
rabbit baiting program and
or-going phostexin work in
the reserve. This has
impacted on the population
fut it will be a continuing
baitle until the reserve is
rabbit proofed, Some
pecpie are convinced that
this has led to a recovery in : Fac AR ..
orchid populations in the MBI T s o

reserve, but others are not 2 * 5 N e g
100 Sure Bushcarers at work, renewing fences around Pengiity Scrub.

The future of Pengil
e with my co-workers at the end of the day. In

| am very confident that Pengiliy is on the road Short, Bushcare work needs to be fun if you
to recovery. The Bushcare group has given  Wish {0 achieve a sustained effort,
itself five years to remove bridal creeper from

the reserve. Once rabbits have been Thanks to the members of the Pengilly
controlied, we can start the more interesting ~ Bushcare group, the District Council of )
tasks of rehabilitating the more disturbed Kapunda and Light, the Murray Institute of

sections of the reserve. This could involve the  TAFE anc Andrew Alfanson.
reintroduction of rarer piant spesies thal are

growing in simitar soil types in the district. Andrew Phifpott

Many are just hanging in there and it may

take only one accident, such as a road being

graded toa wide, and they would be lost to

the district. | am also looking forward to some

direct-seeding trials with native grasses and

herbaceous species to displace sour sob.

Although not a big block, Pengilly has the
potential o become a secure ipcation for
many of the plant species growing on
roadsides in the area.

Dan’t despair this spring when you see
your favourite liftie patch of scrub
covered in flowering bridal creeper. Pick a
piece and smell the sweet scent and make
a quiet promise that you wil be back next
year and the year after with your spraying




Rubber boots are essential, as Bushcarer dodges frogs

Bushcarer: Karen Lane {Regional Co-ordinator for Mitcham)

Site location: Sleeps Hill Reserve

Council: City of Mitcham

Site established: 1985

Weed species treated on site: boneseed, olives, ash and willow irees

Of the 17 Bushcare sites in Mitcham, five - including my own site - arg within or near the
Sleeps Hill Reserve. This area was exiensively quarried from early this century until the 1850s
causing extensive degradation, especially along the creaklines. Unlike many of the early
quarries in the Adelaide area, the Sieeps Hill quarries were lefl open, exposing many
interesting geological formations and leaving exampies of early quarrying methods, This
actually enhances the interest of the area, and Sleeps Hill has recently been placed on the
State Herjtage hst, You can find oid raliway bogles, quartying screens and other iteresting bifs
and pieces in the arga.

Extensive Bushoare work has been done
here to clear mainly bonesaed and ofives,
which in most areas compilelsly cover the

reserve. Mitcham Council has given us
considersbie assistance, sending in workers

to remove by chainsaw the large olives and
ash frees which were 00 igbour intensive for
Bushoarers o hangdie, Bushoare and the
council’s weed sradication program now work
slosely ingether 10 maximise the wirk being
dong o save the best indigenous vegetation
in Mitcham,

There ase many inleresting indigentus planis
fourd in or near the Sleaps Hilf area,
including guite a number with 5 lisling of
Stale or Australisn conservation significance
and some just very hard to find focally now, |
have identified more than 120 indigenous
piants and am still firding more. These
include sedges, rushes and native grasses. A

i : J nusmber are represented onty by one or two
stewsais SLEEPSBAL QUMRES gt f small popuiations in the reserve of local
T AR T area, In fast, | know of six plants that ars
T down 1o 1he last fwo or three specimerns. |
i hope 1 can find more nearby. Meanwhile,
- e B these plants are being propagates ang
e P . ¥ repianted onto adiacent Bushaare sites, in
- P e T addition to all the weed clearing that is taking
T RN £ oiace on the sites.

My Bushcare site is g small piece of wetland in an area where an old quanry buliding was
removed. It was 100 per cent covered with ash and willow trees fwo years ago, when | slanted.
The regeneration of wetland plants here is phenomenal. How many Bushcarers need to wear
rubber boots in summer 1o weed their sites? | also have {o share the s wilh o83 of frogs
{makes weeding difficult) and superb blue wrens. If's & lough life, this Bushoaring! The area
adjacent to the wetland is very weedy, and my plans this year are 1o replant some of the rarer
iocal native plants in the area and 1o continue ciearing weeds from around the sedges and
rushes growing there. {Conlinued on next page)
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Echidnas make their way back to Upper Sturt

Bushcarer: Sue Mier and members of the Walking for

Council:

Fitriess and Pleasure Group
Mitcham

Echidnas have appreciated the big effort put in by 12 bushcarers 8t the site on Upper

Sturt Road, which is bounded by Belair National Park and the road.

What was gt first

thought to be heavy handed weed removal was actually areas dug over by echidnas.
The soil had littie holes where their noses had burrowed into the soil in search of ants!

The site is located in a kansitional vegetstion community from  Eucalyplus leusoxyion
woodland in the most western areas of e sils, to Eucalyplus oblqua open forest
toward the east. Most of the sie has a shrub laver and 8 diverse range of Bligs and

UPRER STURT ROAD
{WEST OF GATE 31}
BUBHCARE SITE W03

MONTPELLIER BROOM

DISTRIBUTION 18¢Y

M

proids.

Monineg iw broom  {sew pBEgS
opposhe) has been the biggest

problem, but gt dadicanon and

harg work, one rigdge 8 ciewr of
broom and Brize grass.  Dihey
reats includs velicles parking
inappropriately and  rubbigh

dumnping from local residents,

& maxmum of twes o fowr
bushearers work on the sie gl
ary ong dme.  The willing
WOrkers are on a rosiar and meet
at the ond of each year al the
an nformat get together

. F-98
sita 01

HBushearsrs started with ihe isast
affecied ares lowards the middis
of the site and are graduaiy
working outwards 10 the worst
effacied araas.

Cordinued page 3



Freesias arg on the agenda for removal
bul # will not be sasy as ey coms from
bnibs under the sl

Many significant planis have been found
on the sile nciuding the orchid Duns
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Lanceckzta, & dorkey

~oaytnamed eyt
Leigiiliall PEIELL
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This dison
gxcitement 88 ne-one had sver seen i
hefore, Other orchids  have  besn
discoversd and documsnied by Dons
Gilespie - who s onge of the oldes?
bushcarers in SA gt age
responsitde for the herbarbum and Kesp
an goourate record of

found on the site.

Durris Sp. : A picture of a Donkeys Ear Orchid
Taken from Near the Bushcare site
Photographer : Beppy Jacobs
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