SLYLIDIUM STUDY GROUP
NEWSLETTER NO,1. June 1978.

The group has now beén in existence for-"almost a year, and has
been effectively active for about six mnonths. As we now have
enough meabers and plants to provide a reasonable beginning, I

thought it was tiae to issue a newsletter.

First, the aims of the group. The principal aim is to establish

the horticultural requirements of the genus Stylidium. To do this
we will need to investigate neans of propagation, cultivation in

pots and in the garden, and the production and collection of seed.

In the latter case we nay need to investigate artificial pollination.

To achieve these aims it will be necessary for members to share
both their plants and their experiences with Stylidiums.  There
are about 140 species, so we have plenty of potential naterial to
work with. ' ey -

2rosress to date.

(a) BStock. Unlike nany groups, we began with a "bare" larder",
but we have been very fortunate in that one of our menbers in W.A.
HA8 Beer eolléviing W.A. species and has sent specinens to me ,
from tine to tine. These plants have been sent bare rooted, by
air nail, wrapped in wet paper, enclosed in plastic, and in general
have arrived in good condition, eBen in hot sunner weather.

These plants have been potted up into a very free draining
mixture consisting of 4 parts washed gravel, 1 part coarse washed
sand and 3=1 part local soil (volcanic brown clay loam). . After
a period in the cutting box, for a time depending on the condition
and type of plant (usually 4-6 weeks) they have been potted into
5" pots and placed in seni~shade srotected fron winds.: AR Uhhedted
glasshouse or a bush house .could be an advantage here.. 19 Species
have been received, and 17 have survived enough to warrant further
potting on.  Most of .the species received to date have.come from
the wetter areas of the south west from Albany to Manjimup. :

So far over. 30 plants, representing 12 species have been -
distributed to five active menbers in Victoria. Sone species are
represented by only one specimen, which I will retain until it
(optinistically) grows large exough to divide. ' Because of the
scarcity of nsaterial, not everyone will have all the species,
and this is where the sharing comes in. As menbers! plants
grow to "dividing" size, then others will benefit by generous
sharing. I have a record of what everyone has, so if any of
you have successfully divided gor nl=nts, pleas® let ne know and
I will arrange for them to be passed on. -~ If you swap aong
yourselves, please let ne know so that [ can keep track of who
has what. : i

(b) Bged. is very scarce and not generally available, other
than S. graminifoliun and S. laricifoliun. However, I did
receive sone seed heads of unknown species from W.A. in sunmer
and since the seed was so fine I sowed the whole head. Geruination
was good, but there were losses due to danping off. The
remainder are now beginning to grow, and hopefully will be
available: for distribution later in the year.

Production of plants from seed is important because it is the
only way at present to get the nunbers of plants necessary for
experizents with growing conditions, so we must try to produce
our own.



.
v

{¢) EBxperience of members . In addition to the 19 species
mentioned above, none of which has yet been identified, members
have 11 knowg species growing in pots or in the garden. Thg

than the broad lesfed forns which often collapse after only one
season. There's a problem to look into right away. Varying
Success is reported with the other species, but the key to success

1n nost cases seeuns to be good drainage, even with swanp species.

(d)) Information. There is a detailed description of Stylidiums
in the book "Triggerplants" by Rica Erickson, published by Paterson
Broksensha P/L, Perth, Thisg book has nany illustrations and contains
a key to all the species recognised at the time of publication.

There is also @ key to the S.W. - VW.L species in Part IV of

"How to know Mestern Australian Wildflowers" by Grieve and Blackall,
published by the Uaiversity of W.A. Prese. These should be regarded
as essential equipent for growers of Stylidium.

As a matter of intérest, Erickson lists 98 species in the
SW. o2 W.A,, not including verieties or subspecies, whereas Grieve
and Blackall list only 87 of these but includes 14 species nhot
listed as such by Erickson. Clearly there has been some work
done between the publication of Arickson't hook in 1958 and Grigve
and B..ckall in 1975. T leave you to investigate for yourselves.

Well, SO 1uch for generalities. I hope the next newsletter will
contain nore specific infornation, and hopefully, notes froa
sone of the menbers.

Membershi»s List.

I anticipate that the next newsletter will appear at the end
of the year,

R.G. Davidson.
Stylidiun Study Group Leader
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