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Summer storage. 

Several aspects of this have emerged this year though somewhat complicated by the presence of 
different soil mixtures. 

a)  some species died over summer in the ¹/3 compost mixture, but the same species survived in a 
sand/loam mixture under the same conditions. Susceptible species were S. uniflorum, S. scandens, S. 
barleei and S. verticillatum. 

b) Species apparently tolerant to both the soil mixtures and the watering/shelter regime were S. 
spathulatum, S. amoenum, S. adnatum, S. assimile, S. imbricatum, S. pritzelianum, S. rhyncocarpum. It is 
perhaps significant that all these are from relatively high rainfall sheltered conditions where organic matter 
could be expected in the soil. 

c) Some species dried off completely over summer, even with regular watering, but produced new shoots 
with the autumn rains.  These included S. bulbiferum, S. leptophyllum, S. macrocarpum, S. uniflorum, S. 
crassifolium, S. dichotomum, S. caricifolium. 

d) Some species did not disappear altogether, but shed most of their leaves, or “withdrew” to a small 
rosette almost below ground level. e.g. S. brunonianum, S. maitlandianum. 

e) Summer dormant plants must be kept growing if rain breaks the dormancy too early, or the plant say die 
in the next hot dry spell. 

f) Rosetted species, such as S. piliferum and S. ciliatum, seem to be intolerant of water in summer, and 
also to be relatively short lived. 

Autumn Activity 

 By March many species were producing their new aerial roots, and several species were propagating as 
follows: 

a) Proliferous species such as S. bulbiferum, spathulatum, breviscapum, rupestre repens and dichotomum. 
Offsets with new rootlets were removed from the parent plants and set into propagating sand in the 
cutting box. Depending on size, up to four to a 3” pot. Most of these have now been potted on. 

b) Tufted species such as S. dicroides, macrocarpum and dispermum. Shoots with new rootlets were set 
either whole or sliced into pieces with a razor blade, each piece having roots. Several shoots without roots 
were set as cuttings; these were very short, only about 1-1.5cm long. All these have been potted on, the 
cuttings took about two months to produce reasonable roots.  

c) Rosetted species, S. piliferum, ciliatum, pubigerum, brunonianum, tenuicarpum. Rosettes were removed 
as “cabbage tops”, some lower leaves removed and the pieces set as cuttings, again very short. One variety 
which forms a distinct stem has produced rosettes on the short stem section left. All these cuttings have 
taken and have been potted on. 

d) Leafy stemmed species; S. adnatum, rhyncocarpum, falcatrum, imbricatum all set as cuttings, and S. 
imbricatum and preissii set as rooted pieces. Only S. adnatum potted on so far, but no losses of the others 
yet. 

Propagation by Division 

 Stock plants of S. assimile and caespitosum were divided into about eight small plants of each. New 
roots were in evidence, and the clumps broke up without difficulty. 
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Propagation from Seed 

From Leonie Morgan. 
 In each case seeds were sprinkled on to sterilized cutting mix (3pt. prop. sand: 1pt. peat moss); watered 
from below, ie. bog method; kept indoors for protection from heat, rain, beasties etc.; potted on into my 
usual soil mix – 6pt. prop. sand : 1pt. sandy loam : 1pt. mt. soil. 
 S. amoenum, sown 10/8/80, germ. 4/10/80, potted 27/11/80, disappeared soon after, cause umknown. 
 S. graminifolium (Qld), diversifolium, sown 10/8/80, germ. 30/8/80, potted 30/12/80 (9), and 11/11/0 
(36) respectively. Moved outside in March 1981. All S. graminifolium died in a week or so; S. diversifolium 
also collapsed but 6 still left at end of April. 
 S. sp. prob. annual. sown 10/8/80, germ. 30/8/80, potted 27/11/80 (9). Moved outside April, 7 still left 
end of April. 

Several lots of seed from Leonie’s plants have been sown (March 1981), but no results yet. 

From Trevor Sadler. 
 Seeds sown on Yates seed raising mixture in egg cartons, overhead watering and full sun. 
 S. laricifolium, sown June, germ. September (14 weeks); S. graminifolium (ex Vic.) sown August, germ 
10-14 days; all seedlings lost over summer, probably due to drying out. 
 Further lot of S. graminifolium sown February, germ April (6-8 weeks). Planted in a punnet and watered 
by bog method. Seedlings still strong at end of May. 

And from Melton. 
 Sown on to “Hortico” seed raising mix, in 4” pots, with 1” scoria crocking; seeds covered with about ¼” 
of propagating sand. The pots were placed under a tree and were watered by hose spray at the same time 
as mu cutting boxes. 
 All species were sown on 3/5/81 and S. carnosum, platagineum, crassifolium and three forms of 
graminifolium germinated in about 5 weeks. S. amoenum and diversifolium took 6 weeks. Overhead 
watering does not seem to harm the seedlings, but water drips from the tree in heavy rain has washed 
some of the seedlings out. I am now covering the pots in heavy rain. 

Bush Trips. 
 I was fortunate to be able to spend some time in the Blue Mountains (NSW) in May, and found the 
recently described S. productum growing at the top of the path that leads to Pulpit Rock and the Little Zig-
Zag at Mount Victoria. The species seemed only to occur on the upper areas of the path, being replaced 
further down by a plant that could be a form of S. graminifolium, though it has a distinctly stem forming 
habit. Half way down the road to Megalong Valley from Blackheath was another species (?) which was 
distinctly proliferous. I did not have much time to examine the soil etc., but the latter species was growing 
under overhanging rocks in damp places, whereas the first two were in relatively open forest with Banksias 
etc. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

Neil Marriott Box 107, Stawell, 3380 
Marion Simmons Box 1148, Legana, 7251 
Colin Mock Flinders Road, Red Hill 3937 
Phyllis Dadswell 10 Duffield St, Gawler, 5118 

Finally, it’s that time again; 

 Your subscription is due/paid.     $2.00 

 RICHARD DAVIDSON. 

 

 


