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Ck-tanyes i n  t h e  ac l r r i i t i i s t ra t io r~  o f  ou r  s tudy group have 
occu r red ,  as sorne o f  you w i l l  have no ted  on read ing  
k u s t r a i i a r l  P l a n t s .  Andrew has res igned  as coord inator -  due 
t o  pr essur-es o f  work. O n  your b e h a i f ,  I would l i k e  t o  
tt-lank Ar~dr ew f o r  t h e  enormous iin~our-lt o f  wofii I -~e has dorle 
over  t h e  l a s t  coup le  o f  years  f o r  i h e  s tudy  group.  We 
wist-I you every  success w i t h  your FI1.D. t t - les is arid your 
f u t u r e  i n  whatever endevour you choose. We hope i t  w i i i  
i n c l u d e  A u s t r a l i a n  L i l i a c e a e ,  i f  n o t  Tk~y.sanotus. 

I /-lave taken  over  t h e  c;oordir-lation o f  tt-le s tudy  yr-oup and 
for- t h e  r~~orr-~ent I art1 s t i l l  w r - i t i n y  a i l  o f  t h e  news le t te r - .  
My c o n t a c t  addr-ess i s  above. If anyone i s  ab le  t o  a s s i s t  
w i t i - I  e i t h e r  j u b ,  I would be very  y r - a t e f u l .  we a l s v  need a 
cc~ratu t -  f o r  L l -~e huge coil.ec;Lion o f  s l i d e s  t t - la t  w i l l  soor, 
coiile f i v w i r i y  in. kr-ly vo lu r l t ee rs  irr i i . S . W . S  

k t  ' it-l is s tage ,  some conlrr~ents on how Thysano~us  . .  .. grows i t 1  

your d l s t r  i c t  i spec ies ,  t i r i le  o f  f l o w e r i n g ,  sur-routidir lg 
I r  cjegr-ee o f  distur-barlc-e. d i s t . r  i c t  c l i r ~ l a t e  e t c )  
w o s i t  ve a u s e f u l  a d d i t i c r l  t o  our t1ewsle t ters .  Ttle for rrlai 
I ar.11 qv i r iq  to use today niay i n d i c a t e  ilow you rn ig i -~t  
ur qar -~ ise your i r - ~ i o r r i l a t i o t ~ .  We can publist.1 your currlrrter~is 
i r i  f u tur  e t - lewsletter-s g i v i n g  us a per-manent r-ecor d v f  
i d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f ' f e re r l ces  w i t h i n  and betweeri 
s ~ e c i e s .  

Wi-li le ~ v u  ar-e o u t  l o o k i n g  f o r  T ~ - I , ~ S + ! I ~ ~ U S ,  d o n ' t  fo r -ye t  
yciur carrler a .  We have a few ~ h o L o s .  Iione o f  r~l i r le a re  
par t i c u i a r l y  good - t h e  e d i t o r  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  F la r i t s  
~ j o l i ' i e l y  t o l d  me he had b e t t e r  ones - for  t h e  a r t i c l e  or-I 
Thysat-1ol;us. Load your carner-a w i t h  f i l r r ~  f o r  c o i o u r  s l i d e s .  
We can always produce good p r i r i t s  f r o m  good s l i d e s ,  b u t  
t h e  reverse  is n o t  as easy.  

SOME THGuGH7-S Oid Tt),,y-$-g,fi~~t.~u~s ili THE WILG 

Thy . . sano>ys t y b e _ r o s ~  l n  Armida le  and Waictia, n o r t h e r n  
t a b l e l a n d s  o f  N .  S .  W .  
1. t;Gergs,,us was observed o n l y  on g r a v e l l y ,  sandy w e l l  
d r~a i t i ed  s o i l s  assoc ia ted  w i t h  open Eucaiy,,ptus . . , - , . . . . . . ,. ,..., .. . woodland. 
F l a n t s  became ubv i o u s  t h e  sprAing/surnmer f o l l o w i n g  a f i r s ,  
when t hey  r-eyerierated f rorn t h e i r  tuber-s . P l a n t s  ger ier-a l ly  
grow f rom a r o o t s t o c k  though s e v e r a l  p i a n t i e t s  may a r i s e  
f rom one base. Leaves a r e  g rey /y reen ,  needle  l i k e ,  8 - 
18cri1 t a l l .  Leaves a re  p r e s e n t  f rom about  e a r l y  September 
t o  l a t e  January.  I n  d r y  seasons, l eaves  may d i e  back 
b e f o r e  f l o w e r i n g  i.s ccjrrlplete. F lowers form what alsrjear s 



tii be ail c~rltLei, up ti? li3 i ~ a v e  bee11 seeri or) ot-~e 
i 1 - 1 f  1ot-esc,e11ce~ t i ~ u u g i ~  I - ~ v t  a l l  upell a t  or-ice. Ti'le 
i t i f l o r  e s ~ e r ~ c e  i s  up t o  SGcrll hicjh. F lowers  f i r s t  appehr- i t 1  

lai;e Decerrluel- 2nd rilay cv r -~ t i r i ue  t o  open t i l l  l a t e  A p r i l  if 
tihe wea1;her .is wartrl arid m o i s t  er~vugt-I. Flower-s oti each bud 
zr-d si tr l i ia.r  2t1d cat1 be a t ~ y t l - l i n g  fron-I p a l e  rcrauve t o  deey; 
~ u r . p l e .  Flower-s ayoear t u  be s e l f  f e r t i l e .  Matur-e seed i s  
s c a t t e r e d  f r - u r n  t h e  pods f t  oril about  s i x  weeks a f t e r  
f l ower - i l l y  . T . iube!-os=$n! appears t o  uo w e l l  i n  d is tu r -bed  
a r ~ d  u ~ ~ d i s t ~ . i r  beti a reas .  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  s e l e c t e d  t ypes  o f  t h i s  spec ies  would be 
su i t a .b i e  for- yarderi c u l t u r e .  The p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  f lowet '  
i c ~ t  r l~at ior-I  ar-~d t i - ~ a  colc jur  o f  f lower-s seen1 impor t a r ~ t  . C u t  
Tlowet t-leacis w i i l  c u t -~ t . i r ~~ue  t o  oljeri i n  vases pr-ovided L i ~ e  
cuid i s  i r . 1  s t - i r ~ i ' i c i e l l ~  I i g i ~ t .  

- 1  

i r ' l is spec ies  i s  or-~e o f  t h e  b e s t  yarden p l a r - ~ t s  o f  tihe 
srjec;ies 0~'F Ti-I y sari,ocjtus f ourid i t )  t h e  easter- 11 s t a t e s .  

; i - ~ y s ~ r ~ o i u s  pd&er S V I I L L  i r ~  ~ ~ t - ~ e  Adelaide H i l l s  arlil lower 
F ' l ~ l ~ c i e r  s Fiar~ges~ S . A .  

a s s o ~ i a t e d  w i t r - I  ~ u e r i  wvoij l i ir-~d a i ~ d  ur-v sc ler-c; lu i -~yl l  Tor e s i s  
i lo!- ! l i r~ated b y  t r e e s  such as Euca lyp tus  o b l i i l u a .  I t  is 
u s u a i i y  iuur~cj  t w i t i i t ~ y  up and over low skrrubs, fences,  
tussocks or- s p r a w l i r ~ y  over operi y rou r~d .  A t u f t  o f  a feb! 
s i l o r . ~  leaves  ap.bear s f i r  s t  i t - \  l a t e  w i t ~ t e r .  Ti-~ese d i e  bz-ck 
arid t,t-~e ir;iFlo:-escer~ce emeryes . The f l owe r  si.~o?jt t w i r ~ e s  
t i r r l :  br-cir~c;ires suc,l~ t,i-ta-~. rr'latur-e p l a n t s  w i l l  cover a srnai l  
bc js i~.  Ficjwer s ouer~ fro111 a.bout eat l y  Septe~riber and 
i ; o r ~ l i r ~ u e  to ear i y  i\ivverrlber ur i less  tt-le ur y weather k i l l 5  
o f -<  t h e  s i -~oo t .  S i n g l e  f l o w e r s  opeti i n  ear- ly  morning and 
c?r  e u s u a l l y  c:luseci b y  ehr i y  a f t e r n o o n .  However ? or) sell-1t1y 

d h y s  , rrl2.Cur.e p lar ' l ts  i o o k  r~ lagn i f  i c e f i t ,  cover i r l g  the i r -  
s!-11 ubLy corr~tjar.~ior~ WIL I~ I  a trlauve LO p a l e  p u r p l e  dappl i r lg .  
Seed,-; r'116tur'-e w i t t ~ i o  auvu t  6 weehs at-~d solne p l a t ~ t s  seern to 
t ~ e  s e l f  i e r  i i l e  . T . p a t e r  s o ~ ~ i i  is rnvst commonly fourjd 
y r  o w i r ~ q  1 1 ' 1  u r ~ d i s t u r  bed v e g e t a t i o n .  Ki t igs Far k ' i t l i t - I A  o f  i t  
as a weed t h a t  they g e t  a l ong  w i t h  s e e d l i n g s  o f  ott-ter- 
r j l a r ~ t s  co1lec;ted f I-om t t - ~ e  w i l d .  

I t;i-iii~k t h e  s ~ e c i e s  has sorrle p o t e t ~ t i a l  as a poc p i a n t  
grow11 with arlv"it-~er- p l a n t  per haps a s tna l l  My t-taceous 
silt-ub l i k e  K.~rl~zea, Leuto~~p~p~yur~! o r  lvle+lecrc;a o r  soirle 
s r r ~ a i l  Pulter-lea l i k e  soec ies .  

-7 8 .  

I ~ I ~ S ~ H O ~ L I S  f r - a c t i f  1exu-s 01-1 Kangaroo I s l a r i d ,  S .  A .  

F i d r l t s  OcLur 1 1 - 1  E u ~ ~ ~ Y ~ I ; u s  don~i t ia ted l r ~ a i l e e  v e y e t a t i o r ~  or1 
t t l e  n o r t h  s i d e  0-I- t h e  i s l a n d .  I have n o t  seen it or) t h e  
sou thern  s i d e .  The s o i l  i s  a l a t e r i t i c  c l a y  loarr~ ar\d i s  
ve ry  poor-. The p l a n t s  occur  i n  amongst grasses arid sedges 
arid can be q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see. Leaves appear- be fo re  
t h e  f l o w e r  st ioot  and may be dead b e f o r e  f l o w e r s  appear. 
The f l o w e r  st ioot  i s  a z igzag  l i k e  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  f l o w e r s  
a r e  so sparce t h a t  even though they  ar'e r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e ,  



t i - ~ e ~  do n o t  seeln anpr o u r - i a t s  f o r  t h e  qardeti .  F lowers 
appear i r r  l a t e  sp r i t i g  a r ~ d  surrir-rler at'ld seed c;an tje rnature 
f rom about December onwards. The p i a t r t  does n u t  appear t o  
be ab le  t o  t o l e r a t e  d i s tu rbance  a r ~ d  I suspect  t h a t  i t  i s  
grazed i f  i t  occurs  i n  a g r - i c u l t u r - a 1  l a n d .  

it:!,vs+tlc;tu~ i j f i p ~ ; l f , o & , l . . ~ . ~  o f  t h e  Iv1i;Laren Vale t o  t he  tviur ray 
Mal lee o f  S . A .  

Four~d on sandy s o i l s  assoc ia ted  w i t h  ma l lee  scr-ub, 
u s u a l l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  base o f  a  rrlyrtaceous bush. Shoots 
and leaves a r i s e  f rom a  p e r e n n i a l  rhizome, leaves  be ing  
s h o r t  and d i e i n g  very  soon a f t e r  emergence i n  e a r l y  
spr - iny .  The f l o w e r  shoo t  appears i n  l a t e  s p r i n g  and can 
be q u i t e  t a l l ,  some I ' ve seer) were 1 .5m h igh .  Flowers 
appear dur-iny summer, u s u a l l y  o n l y  one o r  two a t  a t ime  
The co iour  of f l o w e r s  ranges f rom w h i t e  t o  deep p u r p l e .  
Shoots d i e  back a f t e r  f l o w e r i n g  and t h e  p l a n t  resembles 
Juncus spec ies.  The p l a n t  seems t o  o n l y  occur  i n  
und is tu rbed  ar-eas. 

I do n o t  ~ t - ~ i r l k  t h i s  p l a n t  has muct-I n i e r i t  except  f o r  t h e  
enor lrlous v a r i a t i o n  i n  f l ower  co lou r  . 
Anrle. ~ - I V W  about sorlle i n f o r r i ~ a t i o r l  or1 T .  Q a u e r i  /tuber-osus 
f rom tt-le iqurl8y 14allee? Fr-om what i have f l o w e r i n g  i n  t t l e  
glassi.toccse at p resen t ,  i t  would seen) t h a t  we have a p l a t i t  
t h a t  f i t s  about I - la l f  way i n  between t h e  two spec ies and 
we may i ~ i i v s  t o  desc r i be  i t  as a rlew s t iec ies .  I a l s o  t h i n k  
i t  1-16s sorlle p o t e n t i a l  as a  garden p l a n t  f o r  d ry  areas.  

Arid piease f o l k s ,  keep t h e  no tes  or1 yr'owing o l a t ~ t s  -From 
seed r o i l i n g  i r ~ .  I plat-I t o  devote another  i s s u e  or1 i t  
sootl as some rrlor e  pr-ublen~s a r e  c jccur r i r iy .  Could I a l s o  
ask f o r  t i - ~ e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  f o r -  1983/ '90 f rom t h e  few who 
have r ~ o t  s e r ~ t  then1 i n .  I ' m  a f r - a i d  I c a n ' t  a f f o r -d  t o  pav 
for- pi-tc>toi;:)pyiny and m a i l i n g  as kndr ew seemed t o  do. 

Happy gar der-~ir ly,  

Peter . 




