
I an pleased t o  add the  following names to  our nembershqp l j s t  :- 

Peter  Smith, 8 Scarp Close Edgewater, W o A a  60270 
John Wakefj eld,36 Goorama Drjve, Cambemrra, NeS.Wo 2540. 
Henri Debono, I 2  a l l e e  des Chasseurs, 78230 LE PEQ, France. 
Steve Clemesha, Lot 6, Skinner C1. Avocado Hghts. Woolgoolga 24-56. 
Burrendong Arboretum, Tara Rde Mumbql, N, Sol?, 2820, 

Peter  Smj t h  says:-"My knowledge of Verticord.'as needs a massfve 
update a s  I have not. concentrated so le ly  with them i n  t he  past,  
however I a n  growing more now than ever before,I f e e l  1 could help 
general ly  with grow?'ng experiences, supply; n'g cut t ing nater- ta l  etc .  . r ~  

Older Study Group members w i l l  r e c a l l  the  assocfat:on wT.th the  Group 
of the  Late Peter  Althofero Following hi s sad decease h i s  wife Hazel 
has been working hard p-fckjng up- the  threads ofnanaging the  Arboretum 
and we look forward again t o  notqng Vertfcordja responses -tn t h i s  
d i f f e r e n t  c l fna t ;  c zoneo 

CHANGES OF ADDIIESS. 

D: ck M i l l s  t o  Lot 3 Oxley Road, Banjup, W e A o  6164, 
Alexo George t o  81 Chevalley Loop, Gordon, A e C e T o  2906, 
Mrso Jo-Anne Jones t o  P.0, Box 7, Tullamore, N.SoWo 2874, 

DONATIONS AND OTmR FELP. 
... 

As you w i l l  no te  from the  following f i n a n c f a l  statement our head i s  
s t : l l  s l i g h t l y  above water (due in no small degree t o  thase who have 
generously subscribed above the  nownal  mernbersh:~ fee of'$ 3.00 p.a. 
o r  8 SOoOO f o r  overseas n e r n b e r ~ ) ~  It i s  consequently poss ible  t o  

- naqntafn these  r a t e s  f o r  a f u r t h e r  terno Your prompt attentqon f o r  
t h e  1992193 f i n a n c i a l  year w f l l  g r ea t ly  assfs t ,  

Donations g r a t e f u l l y  acknowledged a r e  :- 
N i  ch, Derera ------------ I3 2000 
Jo-Anne Jones ----------- 2000 
Doug McKenz: e ---------- 50 00 
Ray Purches ------------- 90 00 
Dav: d Randall ----------- 2000 

I am a l s o  very  pleased t o  acknowledge the ass is tance  of Peter Bailey 
f o r  t he  s e t  u p  and p ~ q n t i n g  of the  balance of coverage of t he  
Taxonomy Rev3 s l  on, Pnd of Norm and P a t  Moyle f o r  supply of cut t7 ng 
na te r :a l  of spec? es wh+ ch otherwj se would be d q f f 4  c u l t  t o  obtain* 

Excess expendqture above r e c e j  p t s  ----- g 68.75 
Balance 3 0/6/92-------- A 93056 



TAXONOMY 
Befm pnmedhg witb data and cammat om the ' ' Vtdmdiu  'egImustaamdbm 

m tho last ~ d c t t a .  ~n deaing to W O S B ~ I N G  I wccteii to incln* 
Vett. rurilorsrnx See gmml key, page 4, News- No. 16. 

IIXse 8 ~ 4 ~  is m h t d  b K g e m  a d  K /&ilk, in Sectioil UNGUT- - 3, ia hvjng a 
biftmak aflw appendage, but cart be b y i t s s m a l t e r f l o w e r s , ~ M ~ ~ 1 1 5 z l n d ~  
( t b c ~ f i m b ~ w i t h ~ e i l i a  two spaeics), and th very 6tyIc.- After anthesis 
the s- d 1 y  curve inward over tfie s h m ~ .  
F b r - a o f t b e ~ ~ * I k v e m W l t b s p r o o e d u r a ~ o f h ~ t h o e a ~  

cmyxbiq a @cant number of closely related speciw. Following these the b a l m  am cowmi in the 
wdcs sbom in N d d b  No. 16. 

VERTICQRDIA PLUMOSA AND CLOSE RELATIVES (Seetion VERTICORDLA - 8) 
Vea c&m 
R c w t o K h e l i d u y ~ ~ ~ i t ~ m ' m ~ h g c r , ~ s ~ ~ w i t h Z o n g ~ I e , t b e  

* ldabrnUS F the orbidar bmus pe&ls, tfie analla but l m d w  less glrmdulat 6 lw imxk P d t h a  
h g m  style cd~1~:1t6 2-3 mm mg, @ 4 mm h g ,  pttats 2.8-3 xnm Irzng, awe. Style 18-22 mm long. 
FTowm pde yellow. 
Vert funbilepis 
Tbis species, r e p a m M b y t w o  m-, is oneof tberarestinthegtnus. 

K e y b m W  
P h b  2 4  Zoog; & 1.3-1.5 Ws 
&mim&witha@apicalcilium ............................ ~bsp-f*lcpis (typical) 
P-Les 5 1 5  1% 5.9-1 *, 
fibmhde fringe of * equal segments.. .................................. mrbsp. aalstmh 

mid K fEmbritepis has stamides fimbhta amss a broad apex with one cilium much longex than 
ik otht316. 

v,fimbtS~isgabsp.mcsrurrlkdjff~f8~thc 
in@=-crpsmmclaahirtbc ~ t s r - - - t ~ ~ t h e = -  l~lrs-9 -= 

~ ~ ~ s t a m i n o d e s a ~ e f r i n g d o o ~ u p p e x ~ m a r g i n s a s ~ ~ a s ~ t t i e ~ b u t ~ k t h e l o ~  
ktmid dim. 

Vet% h e y i  
Rcfe to g d  ky, page 6, Nemdettu No. 16 for ' & t i k a t h  

Vtrt k - e  
Rsfer to g d  key, page 6, NmwWw No. 16 fix i & n m  

vm. pify?hqs 
b W b K h a n y i ~ ~ i . t d i f f m i n t b o ~ d e n s q ~ ~ ~ ~ m d a d ~ a n d  

~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ 7 - 1 4 ~ ~ , h ~ u m 2 m m h g , ~ c n ~  1 m m b g .  
vc?t p h m w  . . .  Sm-m- b y o o m ~ n s o f  c w -  staaes mrqec to f  habit,heT 
form, -1efcsrn. floaa r r z e z Z Z m m t u m  o f h y p m  lobes mtat 
a m d ~ ~ s m m ~ ~ t t t h e ~ t  

Kqbvaaisties 
la ~ a f s 4 - 5 r m n ~ , ~ 3 S . 5 m m l o n g ; s c p a l s a n d p E t a I s ~ , ~ m  %- 

lb Seperls 154 mm Slg; ptds 2-3.8 mm long; +G and peCals pink or mauve, mly white 
2a Sepals 1.5-25mmbmg 
3a -ikwm"inrnarrysmalZ o n a h w t h k d ~ ,  

sepal low namrw; p ~ - ~ . 5  nm, wide; M d j m g  &trict . . . . . . . . . .  w- p-a 
3b Fhremingroupstowatdsaaainbmmh * sepalbtw- 

~ t a l s  2 mm uidc. D U G S ~ X ~  . ~ u n ~ = t .  ....................... *k v-k 
2b Sepals 2.5-4 mm Eang 

4a -7-14mrOngI ~ - , m h 3 - 7 m l o n g  
5a Rn&yshmbto8Ocm; 1mvesslightty #- US; ~ ~ n @ t ~ h i U s o f k  

WestamD~lingFWtmarrdbtmee-n mdyHacbourmdAn,any. . .vac.phWu(typical) 
5b Tuftsd shrub b 40 an; 1eav-w mt glanmus; @ably grows on 

Iw-~@R flak3 S v h  ~ u s s ~ ~ L  ................... Var. 

4b Leaves 1.5-7 mm Irmg, mmcwhat t f i i c k d ;  peduncles usually 4-11 mm lung 



TAXONOMY cont 

6a Ltrtw 0.5-0.6 arm thick, ~ l e s  7-11 mm lang; bypanthiurn 2 mm long; 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  q a l ~ 2  .5 -3 . smk~lg  -- w & l h  

6b Lmm us* 0.7-0.9 mm thick; padctwles 4-8 mm brig; t y p t b i u m  1.4-1.5 
mm long; sepals 3-4 xmrt long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  w, incmssara 

~ i c a l K p ~ i s a s h F u b ~ 8 0 m w i ~ t a ~ b w .  S t e m s ~ b t a ~ o m m h t ~  
branched, sbort lateral bmchlets f cm&d with mwded hvw. Grow8 on gmuite sIcrges in heath 
Laves 7-10 mm l q ,  0.44.6 mm wide, h y p a n h  t w b i i  2 mm lcq, dwsEXy hlrsute, scpaIs 3-3.5 
mm 1%; l o k  b& shortly fmb- in uppcr part, p%ds 3.5-3.8 mm long. In the typid  fom tber 

ups of flawers ate malI a d  bm on many of the short lam brrmcbtets. D ~ t r l q  Range populatiom gc @a, mor. r o d  pups  of ~owcrs moa* at main b w c h  apices. 
Vtfs, p 1 m m  m. pkmbmya is dufqyblxd cspcidly by the small flowws, narmw 1obcs of the 

@s and narnrw petals, Closely related to var, vawmis but differs in the mom numerous groups of 
fluwm on shrt h l  brrmchlets, the narww sepal 1 0 k  and murow petals. Lcaw mostly 4-8 mm lm 
gdunclcs 1.5-3 mm bng but u lo 8 mm. Hypanthium 1.8-2.4 mm long, aepsls 2.3-2.5 mm long, 

2.4 mm long. Laves aro &tIy gb0~u.s.  
V e r t , p l r n l ~ s a v a r . ~ e s i s e a d y ~ ~ i t s ~  - .  . W b i A  wutd 

hclyturtca~simpbstcrrm,Longintcmodcaandlaogalandcrlrravcasnalso~ Fmb shrubwith 
d l i p t u k m d s c v e r a l t a m t m y ~ b ~ M s t a n s t m 4 b c m . ~  rb t3Kmlgcdanmain 
stem, but mw&d cm short m l h y  bmcblcts 614 mm Eong, 0.60.7 mm shafply acute. Flowers 
in small p u p s .  Psduncles 4-7 hirsute. S* 5-3.5 mm long* 
m a i n l o b E a 3 0 r 4 , ~ ~ ~  . . .  - - - - - . -* 

~ ~ ~ l r a n a r . & v ~ ~ b i f f ~ f m m d m r ~ ~ h t b b r t  X s s a a d ~ f l ~ ,  
dt?mugh i n t a m ~ t c  f m s  k&mm it aud varietim -ikz md typi P p ~ m z o s a ~  b e a  rwdcd 
Ashnrbwithoutl igmtubtr9mS~trcctto m d i n g b ~ h c s b 1 m t a l l ~ w i d e . I n ~ o f  
mainb-hwmostly 1 ~ 1 5 m m e p a r t . ~ ~ t r c y t b i ~ u p ~ , o b t u s c o r a l m o s t a o u ~ ,  %7mm 
long, 0.3-0.5 mm wids and thick, medium een. Paduncles 1.5-4 mm long. Flowering branches 
~ w y m h .  H y p a d h n  1.8-2 mm long, dcy%kuk.  Sepals 1.M.3 mm Iongong: main lo& 66. broad, 
h d y  plum-, tsosc apex. Petals 2-2.4 long. 
Vert. p l m ~  var. w p @ l l a .  S h b  to 70 a, W h e d .  M 2-6 mm w, 0.5-0.6 

Wide, Wtly thicbed upwards. Sepal bbes m w  to mdxatr:ly broad, plumose f towarch a p ~ n  Petals 
2-2.3 mm Ion . A w i d q x d  variety. F%nmants of lk m t a l  lain gentFalfy have longer, mom al& 
k€ms a d  &lunch ttw utosc of m r n  and inlaad d t i w .  pi&. ~n opc* 
b m h e d  shrub witbout ligrw>tuk. 
V n t , p ~ w * ~ k & ~ k C B L x O a ~ ~ g g ~ Y ; p ~ m . ~ i n ~  

straggtinsbabic ~ l e a y c s ,  gmallerlqpmhaod&pink&m.V*~grrading- 
var. gm&?orn and m. Gmdyphylla haye bctn aobbd Shrub withut liptubes wifh several irrqular 
sgrtading stans to 80 an @, rnkrrmk of nuin branch s M ,  lateral b h I &  many. Leavw crowded, 
& k d  upwards, obtusa, 1.5-5 mm h g ,  p e a  Hypadtbium hirsute. Scpals with 5-7 main l o b ,  

bo &~cM bowardg 9pax. P-ks &%I '~k& upwrtrds. P W  2.5-3 h g .  

b o w e v e r b e e n ~ a ~ ~ W  I n ~ t i o n a ~ t i n t a m c d i a k w i t h t y ~ l c a l  I ! p h m z b a s b e n d . A  
s h r u b w i ~ t ~ b e r a d w i t f i  1 o x f ~ e x l e c t ~ , ~ l y b r a a ~ M t o  1.3mtaU lntem&sofmdn 
bmchcs mostly 10.15 mm a p t  lLctwcs alightly thick& upwards, obtuse, 2-7 mm long, 0.5-0.8 mm 
wide, medium gretn. l%wm in mmdd p u p s  f crowded. Pcduncls- 5-10 mm dong, bypanthim 22.2 
mm Inng.stiffly ~ Z e . S e p a l s w i t h 5  or6makhbes, p1wn06eboming emseat apex. 

Vet& 3 w  

Ve?tsiebcriisdi6tin hadfrrrmKpI~csp4cia l lybytha 
$" *Pobes ,&h . ~ ~ ~ s b o r t c r , u 6 ~ o r b ~ ~ a a d s b a r t c r s t y  --Imddoc%a-Ofmo . l l m e 3  

are w y  clwly related. V: skberi shows ~ ~ l e  varhtian, bere rea@ as four w f d i i e s  but urther 
study is wcdd 

$"" 
K c y b -  

, . 
......................... la Sepk 1.5-1.7mmlong;byaanWnm 1-1.5mmlong .vat crrrta 

lb Sepals 1.9-3 mm long; ~~ 1.8-2 mm loq 
2a PeCals entire to came ....................................... var. siebeti (typical) 
2b Pcials fimbriak 

3a ~ 1 ~ 6 6 h l m m w i d c . s t y b 5 r m n l c m g  ......................... v a t . h d a  

3b I;eaves 1.5-2mmwi&Styb4mmbng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  var.pachyphyl& 



TAXONOMY cont. 

l)pidVtrs, s W o c c m f t o m n c a x H ~ t ~ ~ a p e ~ r i d .  
Verr.siebri~.~-hmnearthe~endoftbePmgorn toMlmghupP'Itdiffa 

fbm typical V: s~&ri in 4hc f m b h  pcUn a d  Imm vldctprhyphylh in mac derider lmsn sad 
Imger style. In m e  westero poptilatiom the plants am my &. 

Vert. sieM var. pachyphylla is m u i s b a d  fKlm typical I? sib* and fmm var. h a u  by the vluy 
broad, thick lww. T k  peduncles cre dm very &ick and 1-3 mm long, s b m k r  than thcrse in most 
m ~ o m  af the o h  W a .  Sepals are 2.8-3 mm long. Flwm arc vmy pale pink fading to white. 

Verr. s M m i  var. cutfa w u r s  to the west a d  east of Lake Kin It diffcs from the other varieties in 
(be shater sopals. (1.5-1.7 mm long) and the smaller hypanthium. betab are emre to shortly somtte. 

vert. Sft??Wpd& 
Refea to g a d  key, page 6, N d -  No. 16 fm ideatifi~kn. 

THE "CAULIFLOWERS" - (SJ3CI'ION CORYMBIFORMIS - 9) 
Vctr. kwnii 

Refex to key, page 6, Newsle## No. 16 f a  V 
T h a ~ e ~ ~ ~ t o ~ p i n l r f i o w e t e d p l a n t s ~ n e a r t b e m u t b ~ T b e ~  

i n Z a o d t a x m ~ u d y i n c I u ~ w i t h i o V ;  b t t 3 ~ n i i i s m w ~ b e d ~ Y ~  
V: capillaris 
R e l a ~ b K ~ ~ w b i e h i t d i f f e ~ ~ i n t h e l o n g e a & ~ l ~ , t b a  v-- ~ ~ W b t o w a r d s h b a s c , a n d t b e ~ ~ ~ p u h t o u C s i & . A I s o = W t o  .potyz?khzfrr>m 

which it differs in the d e r  flowers, the hypantbm pmminmtly r d x k t d  alxwe the middle and the 
m u s s c g 1 e t b a t i s p u r p l e k ~ t b e a p e x ~  l a n t s t e n d t o b e f l a t t e r t o p p a d ~ ~ o f  

"'-zamd K niovdtnh M and m~ k w t m  are whita. h e  most distimtive fatwe is itr wry 
afmM fxaduclent, purple tipped styIe. 
K h @ r a  
T h i s ~ ~ i s ~ ~ * * ~ a n d ~ t e . I I t h a s k & v i e d h t o ~ ~ b a s t s d o n  

difEcmmx in babit, 1- aad flower sizt. Tbc pviously kmwn as Y stcIIdigna has mw ken 
included as a variety of Y ~ j f l o t m .  

KGybmfkAEs 
la ~ & ~ ~ 5 - 9 m m l o n g ; ~ 3 . 8 4 m m ~ , p e t a l s l . & 2 m m l e n g  ... var.pexhdda 
lb -st m h  1-44 brig; qa l s  2-3.5 Iring; ptds 0.8-1.9 mm 

2a Flewlcs p u p s  mall, rt r o w  f l d  kms 2-2.5 mm Aids 
3a Flowers pink or pink and cream . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  var. mmsfcla 
3b FlowcssyeIlowor cream . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  v;nt stelldigem 

2b Flower p u p s  mrpb-like; floral leave6 0.8-1.2 mm wide 
4a Sepals 2-2.2 mm loq; petals 0.8-1 mm long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  wu. datsiJibm (mid) 
4b Sep~ls2.5-35mmlmg;patals 1.5-1.9mmlong.. ..................... vrrr.   spit^-- 

~dVect,dGns~misashnxbb80cmtallwitbo nmainhhesbut  F flowwing ~ m a l 1 m n m ~ t u w a t e , ~ , 8 - ~ .  mm w i ~ p h m k s  1.52. -? mmlong; hcvb-likcn s t y l e s  
m m I n n g . ~ ~ a r e ~ l e f r o m ~ w o n t b E ~ h l  f a i n w e s t c r f t & e D m ~ S c a r p t o s ~ e r  

bmader for inlaad w n s .  ~heae ~r and m e  mdem forms  how a &tion tmm3s m. 
cespaw in dm slightly larger flowm. Some mitbem pypulatims have brc#bder floral leaves, thus t&g 
tclwatds vac rnSeos&!Ca. 
K dens@om mr. c~ lp i rmu is a &rub witb fm tolaant mmkbxk and several stmw b 70 cm tall, or 

w i , b ~ t m ~ h m ~ d f O X m W . M a i n ~ b l i k e  u p s . ~ v r r r i e t p i e w i ~ d a n d t h c r e  
is m e  miatEan in floral C-CS. It is suggested that 'P" u t b r  mdy is q u h d  to de&mme ' if it 
sf-muld b f+ dividsd. 
K d e n s ~ m v a r . @ & a d i f f m h ~ o t h c r ~ o f K ~ ~ i n h b n g e f  ' e h d  

larger flowers. A &rub to 60 cm taU. Rod b m W  c o x y m b .  F b A  b m h t e t s  c o p  e, Floral 
loaves huofak, 1-11.5 mm widt. Styb 5 4  mm long. 

f2 
V. densrjkm var. nmmfeIla. A sbrub to 1.3 m tall, it foms a linl; -8tn the y a m - f l o w e d  Var. 

t@lIuligem sad tk other wri&ts, all of wfxich am pink-ftmexed and oocur msdy to the south. It diffdiffers 
from var. dh.s$km id var. c O S ~  in the y b h d  habit and bma& floral leaves, which are 
nsmrwly cwate 1.5-2 mm wicle. T &uncle6 u p ly 2-4 mm long. Sepals 2.3-2.6 ma bng. 

b! dens@mw. ~feltuligem An openly and widely braocbod shrub to 2 rn tall. l%c flwal mmpbIogy 
ie vay hih to that of the other mi&es and only flower oofow is a reliable diff- from var. 
w ~ 3 l d  n-8 bff&tthlttS ~6Uidly s b f t ,  ch6 id .h .  h ~ e r  fhd 1- mk, -. P a s  
1.4-1.7 mm long. Sepals 2.62.6 mm long. Style 4-5 mm long. Lower pedumle6 152  mm bng, d e s  



TAXONOMY conk 

b 4 mm. 
Vert. erioaphala 

Refes to general key, page 6, NmleUm No. 16 for ideAlMation. 
Clmcly related to V; h n l i  fmm which it differs in 4hc white or seam flnwcrs, tbc lower part of the 

hypm&iumlargettbanZhcu pcrandwith b n g e r b a s a l h a i r s , ~ c ~ ~ d s ~  d m r e ~ a u d  
the more sleds glabrous dyla, 
viz. psrytrichtl 

Refcr to general key, page 6, N d e U w  No. 16 for idmtik&i.m. 
THE V. ROEI-INSIGNIS GROUP & CLOSE RJ3tATIW-S (Seetion CATOCALYPTA - 15) 
VM. Mmha 

Refer to g d  key, page 6, NewsLebta No. 16 fm ~~ 
T h i s s p a c i e s i s v a r i a b ~ e a n d f ~ ~ s t u d y i s ~ ~ d e b w m i r a c i f i t s h o a t d ~ f ~ ~ S o m e  

phts  have a small hgmtuk, mwal e;tect s t a m ,  and flowers with petals up to 5 mm long. O h m  haw 
no lqgmtukrs a single b m l  dent, widely but openEy branched thw, add flowers with petals duwn to 2.8 
mm long. 'In flower sizt them is a range from one extrunc tn the other. 
vert. inclusa 

Closcly d a t e d  lo K h i @  from which it differs in tfie d y  d e r  1- and flowerg, the k1uded 
stamem, t b s ~ f m ~ t e d y c m t b a ~ ,  dkshorts@le.Wleavesars1.5.3nrmloog; 
q a l a  4-5 mm 1- and petals 3-4 mm lmg. 
Vea insignis 

Crrm* thee s u b w e 6  ~~ by flowex size & cob. 
W~~bspoeits 

la S~7-9mmlong;patals3~5mmloag:~cxls56mmlang; ........................... m ~ O . 7 - 0 . 8 m m b ~ ; s t p 1 e ~ ? m m 1 . o n g  subsp. 
lb S@ 5-6 nun long; @S 3-4 am long; 2-4 m.in long; 

a n h  0.2-0.4 mm kmg; *lo 2 s  mm long 
2a Stamem 3.5-4 mm Ioag; style 5 4  mm long; uppa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  mwfty 4-9 mm Img; sepals usually white subsp. insignis (typical) 
2b Stamem 2-3.5 mm long style 2.5-3.5 mm w, uppet kmw 

................................. mostly 1.5-3 mm bng; sepals pink subsp. m p m  
K h i @ ( ~ i s a s h r u b t o 7 0 c m , ~ m a j n s t c d n s ~ g w w i d e @  

ifiqmSmus o b t u ~ .  Uppr leava %9 mm lung. Peduncles usuaZly 12-25 mm long. 
wit& b m l  mflexsd lobes haw upturned dam& mbriate apioes t b t  fmn a comm ring abut the 
hypamzhium. Pc&Xs 3-4 mpl long, h m e  0.5-1 mm long, &mimds 2-3 mm h g ,  frbgd. 
V, 

incipu 
mbsp. mmgk has laFgcrflowets tfianhseoftypicaf K t:ignisdsnbsp. 

mpta h p c t a l s  aremuc- with furhim 1-1.5 mm long. The stamiwdes are 6 1 . 5  - mmlmg,O.&-1 mmwids, d a r e ~ ~ e h ~ ~ n ~ t o ~ ~ u f ~ ~ ~ o r m b ~ ~ i e s , T h s ~  
o n k i n n r x f a o c o f & ~ a f i : v r x y I w l g , a l m m ~ t r i n g t h c s t y l e .  

subsp. ~ o m p m  b an trtet w r&a& shmb to 1 m Mi It has m w d k  upper ktww tfran 
typical zsipis, s b r k x  stamem a d  style, aad the sefrais as well s tb ptaU are 'brigkt2 piuk. 
Peduncles umxrzlfy &-I5 mm long, s U . 5  mm long, petals 3.5-4 mm long, the fringe up to 1.4 mm 
long, St.lmimwtes 2-3 mm long, 0.4- ";P" .8 mm wide Style 2.5-3.5 mm long. 

Vett, l e M i  
Refer to g d  key, page 6. Newsktter No. 16 for & d f h t i w L  

Vett. prkelii 
Refca to g d  key, page 6, No. 16 far khtikition. 

vert. naei 
Comprhs two subspecies. 

w-u- 
Stamens 3-3.8 mm long; s t a m b d e s  usually 0.2-0.4 mm wide at base, f acute; 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  style 2.2-3m long rmbsp. mi (typical) 
SCdmem 1.8-2.5 mm long; s t d n m h  0.5 mm wide at base, obtuse; 
style 1.4-1.9mmIong.. ............................................ rmbsp. W g O W  
V. m' { picall is a bose shrub b I m. t X 4 . y  ~ l a k d  to K 

~ t i o g u i s J ~ Y  byall flowem, stamem and simple or 
& p a  b d y  capitate. 



TAXONOMY cont. 

V ~subsp.mGiogcr~~~framtrpidV:rtlrGiin~ghortred~tfl~, --thatare 
enfire ar 1-lorn w h  side and by tbe style. 3% flowas ere m m e b e i  pink. 

THE BALANCE OF VERTICQRDLA SPECZES 
Comment on tb b h c e  of the species is given in n u m d  or& of Sections (refer to N e w s l e  No. 

16, page6 11. and 12). 
SECTION SIGALANTHA - 4 
Vert. integm 

Refex to g d  key, Page 5, N~~ No. 16 for idmtjfiatioa 
CLmly related b K sem& from which it dB= tspeciatEy in tbt oblong to o h k :  thick e7ntirc I-, 

f h e ~ ~ ~  thium, aad the larger, o u l a r  tnk petats. It occurs in the Newdegate and 
~ ~ b y i t s ~ l ~ a n d k g e e ~ ~ ~ p e l . a l s .  

vm m a  
A variable with three vadi&w having been nmgnimi 

-to- 
- .  

la Stem Leaw lir~eat, acute ............................................ w. lin- 
lb Stem learves ellrptic to ovate, o h  

2a h f  c i l i a m d y  0.29.5 mm 9 lowest pdmcks 3-12 mm long; 
..................... long g m m s  3 mm lcq; stylt 2- .8 mm long var. stmtm (typi-, 

2b LRaf cilia usually 0.52 mm long; lowest peduncles 12-18 mm low, 
long 3.5-4mm long; style 3.5-4mm long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  w. ciliata 

K 3mm (typical) usually has smaller leaves and flowers t h  the other two kctie6. It varies 
cmddembly in th morphology of all parts. ' d y  the stcm aod fiorat lea= are obovate, 225.3 mm 
Img, with cilia bo 0.3 mm long. The low& ~ C l a r c ~ G . 9 0 u n l m g ;  h r p l s n 3 m m l o n g ;  
pe&Es2.5-3mmlongandc. 1 . 5 m m w i d e w i t h ~ t o l m m  mg,.Tbestamtr16m-e4mmlm~,mt?m~ 
0.3 mm long witb an ap-t 0.2 mm long. 

x s ? m # v a r . ~ m e b 6 h  m x z s  K s ? m f a ~ k i n ~ f f & c i l i a f t h t 1 ~ , 1 . ~  
p d l u ~ k a n d ~ m o r t p ~ t  f11nbriae of the sepals. In the centd wheat belt tbm is some 
u l h p d a f h  with. the typical ~~. 
~-~emranr.linmri;--~eE6&tbeoe~s-inh- ' t s a . h i v w  

arc 6-20 mm Lon8 with mEtrginaI cilia to 1.2 mm bng, often only in the Imw haff. Lowest pdumb c. 
I2 mm hag. 

SECTION CHRYSORHOE - 5 
Ven asma 

Refex to g a m d  key, page 5, Nmlettex No. 16 far identifhtim 
c b l y  m w  t~ K n i r ~ ~ ~  but mt26 m T golden flowcrs and tfre b h  s h m b d e s .  UwalEy 

tbe learn are tfiickw than tfKYse of V. V: and and c+ie flowem earlier, mcx@ OctnberiNmmber m- 
ag& ~ b e c / J - .  
vert. &ens 

Refs b gezleaal key, page 5, N m W  No. 16 for i&ntih&n. 
Vert. Fullas 

Refer to geaeral key, page 5, Newslettet No. 16 for idmtifmdon 
SECTION COOLOOMIA - 6 ( M ~ ~ I s ~ I c )  
Vert m h i a  

Refer b g d  key, page 5, N e w s l ~  No. 16 for iden- 
A e l e  'es distb@bd by three leaf f m ,  yeaow f l m  with sbartty f u n e t e  sepalf: aad 

B cucuIlatc, dkk mtbcr q p d a g e s .  LowM lave6 b, & M e  m d s d . ,  stem - WE, dZ 
lam ~la~zowly hcmlabe, concam; ffod lavm orbicu~, eoncave. Howem in corymb-likc ginups. 
H3CTXON SNANDRA - 7 ~ ~ i }  

Cornprim the subs@ and varieth of Verf, ~~ 
vm. stamiruxr& 

Key to subspie6 and vanebes 
. . 

la Stmaem 9-12 mm loo& utlited for 2-3 mm; s t m i d m  h r k d  on ouCgi& of tube, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  thefmcpartc. 1 , 5 m m l a n g ; m ~ k , ~ 7 m m ~  subsp.sramhosa 

lb Stamus 6-7.5 mm laag, united for 3 mm; insated between sbmcris, 
the h e  pad 1 mm w, obtuse; sqab 5-6 mm long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  subsp. cylindrocea 



TAXONOMY cont. 

2a Shrub with widely branches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  var. cylhdmm 
2b Shrub erect, pinslike ............................................... vat. e m u  
V: stmnjruxra rmbsp. stcmrhma A shrub with widely Bpreading bcmh to 30 cm tall reoordbd on@ ww 

wongan Hills. 
V: st~pnimsa absp, cylindmzu dXfm from I? Winom subsp. stcrmirtclra in the smaUe.r flow-, the 

sholrtw s t a m i d  tube, aad tbe s f a k d . H  illtwkd weel tibe s m h a l  filaments. 
K s tmima subsp. cylindma var. cylindmeu is a shmb with widely spreading b k  CICCUU@ 

b&mm Pingacing and east of Nedegate. 
V: stwtinoa subsp. ~ l i m h z e a  var. tmaa bas tbe same floaal c-tx as m. cylindm=ea but 

is Clahguiisbsd by tk pmlikc g f m i l .  
SECTTJ[ON MICRANI'XfA - 10 
v a  fasr* 

Refex to general key, page 5, N m l e t ~  No. 16 for ldentii5catim. 
Vnt rniiurtjflom 

Refer to general key, page 5, Newsletter No. 16 for identification. 
vnt v i c k u a  

Refer to g e n d  key, page 5, Newsktkr No. 16 for iden=&n. 
C h e X y  to V; m e m  but nmdly  ha^ pi& w lib fl-, m e  dowish, m m  MMC~DUB 

tiepal divisions, shxk  pubescent petals, stamens and J t L w e n t e n d i n g a v e r a  
longer e r n  of Wle. Mt, ttmt of flo=hlcts ir more c m p b u e .  a 
@c6 dw in a diffebent habitag ?? 0:- usually W g  on @tic d m  white V vi&.eIla 

armally low-lying, in heath. Brows in =a- 
SECTION WUSCATA - ll 
vctt, lallongistylts 

R e f a  to g m d  key, page 5, Mwnde#er No. 16 fca idmtXmti~1 
An imgular shrab to 70 an tall. Leaves lhmr, triquetrons to wni-twek, obtuse, 4-10 mm long, 

urpbglaucous. Rypantbium h-fical, 5 mm long, veaumse, b l y  birsutt. Petiole to 1 mm hn . 
hmvm rnm peduncles 4-5 mm long; -16s not cuspidate, mducou6. Sepals m o c ~ d 6 d ,  purp c 
d yellow. Petals ovate, cmcme, 2.5-3 mm lung, usuayI glabmm except densely fimb 

P 
Stameas uniform, 3 mm long, gfabmus; anthem dobalar, 0.7 mm long with an hmnspicuo 
Stambmb hoar, 2 mm lmg, glandular. Style m g b t ,  beaded blow apex with simple hairs 
Vert. uxylepis 

Refea b gemaal key, page 5, N d e t t e r  No. 16 foa: idmWcatim. 
SECCION E U C O S H B U  - l.2 (M-) 
Verr. versbrdirla 

Refer to g d  key, Page 3, Newsktter No. 16 for iht&atkm. 
B e a w e  of h dmmt atire sepals this Vct t iaW~ is placed in its own saction It had previously been 

included in the genus D!m4nia. 
!3ECTION PENICH,LARIS - I3 
VGtt, akystyljs 
R c l a t e d t s V : ~ ~ E c o m w b i c b i t ~ ~ i n t h e a m a t l e r ~ t d f l o w m a n d ~ i n ~ e  

~Imrkr but more pdmc style. Although c10&tly elated to the ahm thig specie6 is mddy 
tbe white dyle hairs for 2L3 - 3/4 its length. V, 

by 

f"" lark has a q 1 e  1519 mm long s n w d h s i n  
which are only in the u 113. The divkiom o the sepal bbcs of K +dcsystylis are not -te as are 
h s c  of L pmicillmis. art thraa subspeck rrcorded from widely diqunct -. 

ECey to SllbfqKxie6 
la S l a m h x h  0.7 mm long. tkmsmifb Riva . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  rmbsp. -ia 
lb Staminda 1.2-2.5 mm long 

2a Stamindes 1.2-2 mm h g ;  #mck% 1.5-4 mm w, p&l6 2-25 mm Ioag. ....................................... YilgmDistrict mbsp. WSrYh (typical) 
2b S ~ 2 . 1 - 2 . 5 m m ~ , ~ L e s 4 - 7 1 r u n ~ , p e t a l s 3 m m l o n g .  

Kidbani Nat Pa&. ........................................ subsp. Ralbdensis 
T j q k d  V; W s t y l i s  js a &rub to 40 m with may st- but m, Jigm,tuk Lerwts oblon w elliptic, 

obtuse, 23.5 mm Lon& ~bartly w, npsla 4 mm hog; g&ds y e w ,  stamens 1.2-19 mm long; 
s ! a t m m h  k, style 6.5-7 mm h g ,  pilose, with white hairs in u p p  20. 

I! dmyql is  subsp. W m k  diffef6 fioan th 0th subspp. of I? hsysrylis mainly in tbe long= 
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staminodts. Leaves 1.5-4 mrn long, emst; sepals 4-4.5 mm long; style 8-9 mm long. 
K h y q l i s  subsp. mmpoiadiffers Gom the othec subspp. mainly in the very h r t  staminodcs. & 

1.54 mm long, &c to e m ;  pIruzcls 3 4  mm long; m p d s  6-7 mm long; p e w s  3 mm long; style 8 
mm Img. 

Veft. penicillaris 
Refex to geoeaal key, page 5, N~~ No. 16 far idenWtion. 

SECTION PILOCOSTA - 14 
Vert. bmhy* 

Refer to generaI key, page 5, Newslet& No. 16 for iddiication. 
V&, huqelii 
Four varieties are fecognkl based on ~~ in form of the s t m k d e s ,  flower c01ou.r. habit and to 

some atefit size. 
Kqr to wrie€ies 

la Stmnhhs linear-subulate with 1 (rarely 2) teetb each side .................... var. ?ridm 
lb S e  ovate-hcedate, mminate, fringed 

2a Flowers cream or pale yellow with white petals at anthe&. 
3a Plant erect. ........................................... var. k g e l l i  (typical' , 
3b Plamt decumbent ....................... .., ................. var. decranbens 

2b Flowetsyellow atm* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  var. s t y k  
3 y p M V : h r c e  l i i h a s ~ y w h i * a ~ w t u r n ~ w i t h ~ . m  musuatly 

omteandfinely&ui, b o t s o m c t i m t 6 a n m e r w i m a f m 6 ~ t k t b ~ h ~ h a i n o f t b c  
stylc are usually whik aad h e  stigma is golden yellow, but in ulations in the Mt Lesuw area the 
b a i r s a n d a t i g m a a r c r r d d i s h p u t p h ~ ~ n a o r ~ ~ s b r u b b ~ .  

V, huege1ii v a t  d m m h  &Em from thc other m k t i e 6  of V, hkqe1ii in the fire-tvl-t m-k, 
the more sXender habit, the decmbmt bramble& aad the slightly d e r  f l m .  A shrub to 10 mn higb 
and 30 cm wide. 

V: h p l i i  var. S r y k  iSt sirnilat bo typical I? k g e l i i  but has yellow flowers atxi tends to flower later. 
K hrregeIii m. lridim diffm fram tbt ather varieties of K huegefii in bavin n 

6tmhdm, ~*lowexs Iernon-yeIlow turning red. ~ccasiow tbe stami tdm are 4- or !- lobed. T~dmtate e anthem 
are smaller than those or m. s t y k  and wu. h g e l i i .  In one mktion near Wmgm Hills the hairs of 
the style m p q b .  

Vttt. rnu&@m 

=YE7 m,atanehecOnfused~&K~bmehypsda~bc~+fromthat~efttrgits~ t yatlow crs md an- staminodes . It dm rtwnbla the yeUow-flowmd mietis of v hegelii e" ut 
rs &y dxi%aguished from l h m  by its mrcely edagcd dqpa and entire stmkds. There are two 
subqmies. 

w b m -  
Sepals 44.5 mrn long; petals 2.5-3 mm h g ;  style S3.5 mm long. . . . . . . . .  subsp. rnuIf&brrz (typical) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SepatsSamm~;petals3.5-5~bong;~1t4-5.3mm~ mbsp. soh  
mtypicafisashrubto50mwithf strag& 

obhm, 2 pmr kmg, txs& FIypmthi~ mbhmte, 1.8-2 mm cornme at bast, the ribs also 
hirsute- Se Is deeply frmbriabe. P& f imbhte.  S-ens 0.64.8 znm long; &min&e h subulate, 1.8-2.5 
mm long. tyle lmg-hirsute; stigma apitak, c. 0.5 mm diam. 
t: rnuhj70m subsp. solox differs from i d  K rn&$hu h tb 1- flow- aad - W i n s  S of the scpals, stam- 0.8-1.1 mm. long. q d s ,  that are dided mQ more numerous and coarsc 

fmbh, give the flowas a more shaggy aspect 
SEWION PLATANDRA * I6 (MmMc) 
Vett. gmilis 

Refer to g d  key, page 3, Nmsletttt No. 16 for m a t i o n  
Tbis we6 is probably raM to V. paeli i ,  having a similar babit, leaves aad style  It is i s r e  &mkr 

hawcvcr and is easrIy distinguished by tbe lack of reflured bbes to the @s. Tke scpals are m m  fmly 
dividers rtnd tbc g$als aro shortly dentate to exma Although the andmecium is similar, the mthm of V. 
gmilis differ in ing v d a l l y  compmd.  The ibwta-s are &, fading to pink, 
SECTION RECONDITA - 17 ( M o f 1 0 6 ~ c )  
Vta. FurmiEis 
Refer to g d  key, page 3, Newslettea No. 16 for Lht5dion.  
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SECTION INTRICATA - 18 
Vert. r n i r c h e k  

RefeF b3 g d  key, page 5, N d e & r  No. 16 for idcntifxcatiw. 
Virt, mm&rphu 

h i s  quite d I s  w 4 b h  its range* in WL~, of floral parhs, and Q some extent, flower oolour. The 
varltion has b iormaEly ~ g n i m i  as two varietie6. 

KeytO*es 
Pchk 3.5-5 nrm h g ;  stam= 3-3.5 (rarely 4) mm long, tbt dmnhdcs umtalEy 

......................... at least half as long, mtbm 0.3 mm wide var. mOmk@ha (typical) 
P d s  S3.4 ( m I y  4) mm long; stamens 4-5 mm long, fhe s h m i t m b  ICES- thau 

....................................... halfaslong;an&m0.2mmwide vzu. d h i c h a  
K mdlm typical. A s h b  to 1.5 m, opdy bm~~hbd,  ~~- FloweEs brigbt pink Sepals 7-8 

mm lang and pbl s  c. 4 mm long. It: ocrtns thus mainly in tfie ~~ and south-eatem parts of the 
vati&a range. Westem populations are more openly branched p h t s  with pale pink flowers; sepals 5-7 
mm b g d p c t a l s  3.5-4- bng. 

K ~ @ h a v a r . c a l ~ A s h r u b t o 7 0 c m (  to 1.3 m), usuaUy rounded and dense. 
Sepals 5-6 mm 1% petals 3-3.5 mm lon& rn to 4=mrkty ih i d l y  dishgukhbd by the 
c h t c r  s h t s  given. dligw shorter &, tut longer stamem t in ttie l a w  %g s m y  
e-. 

2 
Vett. pkhella 

Refer to g d  key, page 5, NewsMm No. 16 for ihtihtim. 
AdktiWk 

2 m I - T  
, m M t o  K r n ~ 1 1 h b a t & i n a l l ~ ~ t ~ l e n ~ o f ~ s t a m ~  

. t 1 a amall shrub with qmading or arching bxanches somehes in layers. The sepals are 
rdwitbagma betse. Tlbepctals murmaltydeeppjnk but varytopalepinkadycllow. Tbestyieisred. 
Both b r a w W  a d  h e 6  ate warty* the bramhlets with whiti~h warts, the l w w  with raised oil glads. 
SECTION UYTEGRIIPETAU - 19 
Vert. helmsii 
Refer to g d  key, page 5, Newsletter No. 16 for ~ ~ n .  

vcrt. itzmbh 
Refer to general key, page 5, N d M w  No. 16 for idwtihticm. 
k n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t o ~ ~ o f m o s t o k ~ e s o r ~ g ~ . R e ~ t o V : p i c t d f x a m  

which it diifm especially in the c h d  pe&ds, the 10 fertile stam- a d  tbe m w e  kavm. A shrub to 
70 cm tall, leave6 hear, semi-terete, cuspidate, 3-7 mm long. Peduncles 4-8 mm long; hypanthium 

ex id ,  glabrous, 1.5-2 mm Ion. . Stpals 4-5 mm Iwg, SloM, the bbcs daeply fmbriak Petals 
-, ellipbc, &, $7 mm long. Stamens 2-3 mm long. tba WBments b d ,  the antbcrs 

chvate with a g b h e  connech. S t a m m x b  tm-b, obW, pltrmrllllar. Style 3-4 mm long, bearded blow ' 

a p a w i # f o r k e d h a i r s . ~ i s ~ ~ o n ~ i n t h e w i &  d h p t & t s , m w t ~ w c s t e m ~ c n s  
having wides pelals (abut 3 mm wide), 
v a  pcm 

Refer t~ g W  key, page 5, Newsletter No. 16 for ithWrion 
Veft. ?m&ma 

Refed to g d  key, page 5, Newskth No. 16 for idmtifbticru. 
SECXION TROPICA - 20 (Tropical @es - Td shtubs or small trees) 
Veft. cmmh@cmii 

Refer to g d  key, page 5, Newsletfer No. 16 for i d e n t & ~ ~  
V t  dencssrrta 

Refer to gcnaal key, page 5, Newsletter No. 16 for ideoWsah. 
Yert. veniGillara 

Refe-r to genecal key, page 5, Newsletter No. 16 for idmMtmtion. 
SECTION JAMIESONIANA - 21 (Mcxmpif~c)  
V a  jmiesonii 

Refer b general key, page 3, N m l d k r  No. 16 for idmrXmtion. 
SECTION CORYNATOCA - 23 (MowpsSc) 
ven, mdifolia: 

Refex to general key, page 3, Ncwsleth No. 16 for identXation. 



MEMBER FBPORTS 

Due t o  t h e  obv:ous n e c e s s t t y  t o  cover, as qu4ckly a s  possq ble, t h e  
more sqgnaf4cant taxonom4ca2 data of the Vert'cordqa genus rev: sq on, 
and the iies-rrab-'l*ty of conta;n!ng t he  s+ ze of our Newsletter :n order 
t o  l - t m ? f ;  p o s t a l  charges, t h e  important  function of pass4ng on members 
eyperqences and observatrons has been a 1 5  t t l e  restrqcted of late. 

A repor t  from Doug. McKenzie, Ocean Grove, Vqctor;a, which I have had 1 
t o  h o l d  over t o  our ne-t  Newsletter covers conprehensively hqs exten- i 
s fve  e f f o r t s  -rn t h e g r a f t 3 n g o f  Vert-rcordqas. Members%-r?llf.tnd t h 4 s  
r e p o r t  of g rea t  .tnteresto My own .tnterest has been heqghtened stnce 
the recent l a t e  swmer/aut;umn season in Sydney when collar r o t  prob- 
lems, especqal ly  on f+rst  year plants of some s p e c l e s ~  have been 
g r e a t e r  than  fa r  subsequent years, 

DICK MLLLS, Banjup, W.A. sends t h e  following under the head3ng:-MY 
VERTICORDL~ GARDEN.--- (F)= Flowered, 

" ~ n  June L99L 1 moved onto a 2 hec ta re  block of ~ a n k s i a / ~ d e n a n t h o s  
regrowth woodland wh! ch contaqns an understorey of C a l y t r ; ~ ,  
St;rl-tngl"a, Thryptonene, Ansgozanthos & many other  s n a l l  hea th  shrl-?s4 
Af ter  s e t t l q n g  ?n I planted out  seve ra l  hundred Ver t icordqas  of , 
varqous spec: e s ,  subspec: e s  and var: et7 es. They were planted d i r e c t l y  
Tnto t h e  ex3 s t fng  vegetat4on or  4nto p a r t l y  cleared a r e a s ,  mostly 
only  clearqng su f f i cqen t  space t o  g ive  the  2 lan t s  room t o  s t a r t .  I n  
nany cases  two spec ies  were planted 1tr3th~n 15 cns t o  ensure enough 
f o l i a g e  t o  provide shade over t h e  r o o t  a r e a s o  

Most-are  p l a n t s  I have propagated myself while sone, and much of t h e  
c u t t ? n g  n a t e r q a l  cane from Nora and Pat Moyle of Manaurahe - 
Losses have probably been 10-I5$ and sone a r e  s t i l l  struggl:ng, due 
possibly t o  summer water-tng with bore water contaqnqng 600 ppm s a l t s .  
Growth has varqerl both between spec+es  and l . ~ f  thqn spec-tes and sone 
p l a n t s  a r e  y e t  t o  qmprove on t h e i r  sqze a t  planting. Others have 
increased 'In s i z e  up t o  t e n  t fmes,  Three p lan t s  of V .  hum42.r~ 
expired a t  an e a r l y  s tage ,  
Most obv; ous among t h e  specqes f s  V. coolaon.ra wh'ch 4 s very suscep- 
t s b l e  t o  f r o s t *  We had a very nsld wlnter here l a s t  y e a r  w i t h  only 
one f r o s t  but a l l  p l a n t s  of V. cooloom'a which -..ere sending up 
buddqng shoots  a t  t h e  t5me, were burnt off severely.0nly 2 p lan t s  of 
t h f  s  spec7es flowered, due t o  l a te r  naturi t y ,  not having been 
a f fec ted  by t h e  f r o s t ,  while some plants dqed and t h e  r e s t  j u s t  l o s t  
t h e i r  flower s t ens ,  whqch a r e  very s o f t  when growing, 
Local brush- taf led  wal labies  and r a b j t s  do not  ap?ear t o  favour 
' Jer t i  c o r d ~ a  sa lad ,  although every leaf  has been removed, ( severa l  
t ~ n e s )  , from Chorizena cordatun and t h e  wallabqes s t e p  on a p lan t  
occas; onal ly ,  
Some of t h e s e  p lants  were held  over-long i n  t h e i r  pots  before  novqng 
t o  t h e  new block and thqs  nay account f o r  some of t h e  var ;atron.  
I am c u r r e n t l y  endeavouring t o  propagate everything avaq l a b l e  and 



MEMRSR REPORTS (coNTrwm1 
~ ~ r i t z e L 9  : and V .  pu lchel la  pot ted up, 

Hop*nn sone of these  comments w71l be of ass4 s tance ,  f f  only jn  
s t i r r i n g  o t h e r s  t o  have a gooI1 

D.rck!s r epor t  9 s  certainly o f  very great  lnterest and t h e  descr; pt;crn 
of h7s  2 hectare property makes me green  wf th  envyoIn Sydney shrink-tng 
proper ty  s j  zes $14 th popu1at.r on growth are not mak.tnk f t any eas-t er f o r  
many S. G.A. P. members who would 14 ke to Tndulge themselves by grot.r.rng 
more and nore nattve specteso 
3 note pa r t i cu l a r ly  h.ts reference to  Banks-la/ Adenanthos regrowth 
woodland and t h e  ava3 labqlqty of bore water, D? ck has not noted hq s 
s o j l  type, but from a g u e s s  I would expect I t  to be sandy of nature 
and wi th  reasonable draqnage above a subterranean water table, 
condqtqons wh4 ch f would think very suq table f a r  a w+de range o f  specqe: 
I was in terested t o  n o t e  sone of the species whqch have n o t  flowered 
yeto V s crebrq, olcvlep2 s and roe7 have also been slow tn Sydney. 
Hf s reference t o  f r o s t  s e n s l t t v j  t y  of  V, coo loon jq  and to lack of 
tnterest qn Vertfcord-tas by rabbqts may be qu:te s.tgn'ftcant;, Perhaps 
other Study Group members may be a b l e  t o  carry these s u b j e c t s  a 
lj ttle furthere 
We w i l l  a l l  look forward t o  D-lckls next  ?ns ta lmento  

EEXZAmTH GEORGE, Alexander Heights, W.A. has passed on a f e w  coments 
hqghllghtqng n e a w e s  nhlch have proved desirable t o  na7ntain plants 
4n good conriq t4on th roughout  W * A *  summers whfch are generally 
character+ sed by long perqods of h o t  dry weathero Her c o m e n t s  may 
ve31 be appropr :a te  f o r  other dry sumer areas. For qnstance, qn a 
yecent conversati.on ~ 9 t h  Dave Gordon at Myall Park Arboretum In t h e  
western Darl3ng Downs of weensland he noted t h a t  c o l l a r  r o t  had never 
been a problem there. Perhaps also  Eljzabethts comments may have 
part-lcular s+gn; f fcance  for Adela-tde nenbersoShe notes :- 

"Vegetat-l V e  mulch seems t o  be des: r a b l e  t o  assi s t  n0.t s t u r e  holding 
of sandy so-tls,  p l a n t s  so mulched havqng genera l ly  performed b e t t e r  
than those  not so treatedo 
Gravel mulches have not  generally given good r e s u l t s  having been 
3ncompatsbZe wjth t h e  sandy so? Is, formqng a c rus ted  s u r f a c e  whj ch 
tends t o  jnhq brt water penetratf on, 
DrS p water7 ng has g e n e r a l l y  proved b e s t ,  p l a n t s  havf ng apparen t ly  
d r t e d  out qn s m e r  when sane has been neglec ted ,  even when they 
have reached reasonable maturtty.11 

A s  noted 3n ny earlier rererence to Sydney's ra ther  opposite s m e r  
cl.tmat9 c p a t t e r n ,  measures t o  control collar r o t  problerrs assume 
greater sq gnq f t cance than problems of drying out. Sone fncompa t 4  b' 1' ty 
of gravel  mulches wf t h  sandy sot 1s has however also been noted. Thf s 
has  been countered t o  a degree by forming small depressions between 1 

plan-t;s wh? ch tend to train water ? n t o  t h e  so41 a 1-t t t l e  d.t stance from 
p l a n t  stens, I 

What c o n t r i b u t i o n  on th:s s u b j e c t  can you make? 

On the subject of ants, wh4 ch  sometimes s e t  up hone around her s p e c i a l  
p l a n t s  add?ng t o  drylng out problems, E l i zabe th  has  found Borax and 
Honey t o  be an e f f e c t j v e  control ,  She places t h e  m i ~ t u r e  j n  a s n a l l  f 
bottle t o p  or 14d and t h e  offenders a r e  appropr4ately connedo 
For caterp+lLars she has  found Pyrethryn based Dqpel very effect :veo 

i 
I 

She a l so  passed on a coment from P a t  Moyle whqch nenbers should f:nd 
of partqcular !nterest, ft concerns V o  densfflora_ where t t  nay some- 
t m e s  be desyrable to reduce old  and rangey plants t o  lowero nore  
a t t r a c t j v e  grovtho Adoptfng a 3 year  programme :- 



bBMBER REPORTS ( C O N T I ~ Q )  . 
Year I -- Prune flower heads l i g h t l y *  
Year 2 -- Prune again  l i g h t l y  wh:ch should lnduce some lower growth. 
Year 3 -- Prune heavqly back t o  lower growth. 

Thqs  procedure nay we l l  be appropriate f o r  o t h e r  spec ies  of t h e  
V e r t j  cord?a Sect ion  Coryhbffornis,  viz.  V v s  polytrfcha,  brom-f-t,, 
er4ocephala and c a ~ 9 l l a r f   from my experfence t o  d a t e  wqth V ' s  brown+-1 
and polytrfcha, t h e  e a r l y  hard prunqng of spent  flower heads o r  n a t u r e  
stems of young specinens has i n f t q a t e d  p lan t  l o s s ,  whereas mature 
p lan t s ,  having d e f o l f a t e d  consfderably a f t e r  flowerfng, have tended 
t o  produce new low growth l a t e r  on a seasonal  bas!s and have responded 
wel l  a t  t h i s  s tage  t o  hard pruning, 

RAY PURCHES,I$angaratta5 Vf  c t o r f  a says  :- 
''Many thanks f o r  your qnfornat l  ve Newsletter wh; ch-? s fnspl  r a tqona l  
but a l s o  dauntqng* When I conpare t h e  J i s t  of specles  wi-th those  
f e w  X grot. it makes ne f e e l  very humble* 
Ny recent, successes hovtever wf th  V 1 s  densff lora  and drumnond7.t f n  
a bu! lt up bed of l a y e r s  of broken concre te ,  granf t 7  c gravel and 
concretor  s sand l u r e s  meLon t o  bigyer  tr'iumphs (and 7 d* s a s t e r s )  , 
I am c u r r e n t l y  experlnentyng wqth propagation i n t o  a g rave l  base, 
potti-ne, mqx t o  l e t  t h e  p l a n t s  accl7"matl"se before goyng l n t o  our 
g rave l  soSlo Th: s system so f a r  i s nork."ng we l l  w4 t h  18-0-9 NPK slow 
r e l e a s e  Osnocoteo It i s  a l r eady  obvqous t h a t  new plantqngs a r e  
s t ronger  and b e t t e r  equipped t o  handle our harsh s m e r  ~ o n d i t i o n s ~ ~ ~  - 

Keep u s  posted Rayo I a l s o  b e l i e v e  a bed of hrf gh gravel  content  has 
a l o t  going f o r  i to 

From GORDON CURTIS, Happy Valley,  South A u s t r a l i a  :- 
"Further  t o  your comment i n  t h e  l a s t  Newsletter r e  po t t jng  mfxes 
f o r  Bert."cord7asoWh.Ple i n  Per th  last sprqng I took t h e  oppor tuni ty  
t o  v4 s?O t t h e  Moyles -In Manduraho They were nos t  generous wi th  t h e f r  
t ime and showed me over t h e ~ r  large range of Vert!cord:as. Thei r  
comments re growfng mSxtures weye exactly t h e  sane a s  mentfoned i n  
t h e  Newslettero The gro1.13ng of t h e  v a s t  range of hea l thy  p l a n t s  on 
theqr property ~quuld suppor t  th.t s theory,  .- 
Sqnce returnsng fran P e r t h  I have used var ious  sand mixtures  t o  
p o t  on varqous var-l e t :eso One of t h e  papers presented a t  t h e  con- 
f e rence  was on usjng t h e  l o c a l  quarry sand t o  boost t h e  growth o? 
t r e e s .  We have a quarry sand a v a i l a b l e  f n  Ade1a:de wfth a c i d  
r e a c t i o n  so t h a t  has been qncluded i n  my t r i a l s o  
I have replanted  a por t ion  of the  f r o n t  garden with a number of 
var!et:es, f ' r s t l y  digging a l a r g e  hole  and f q l l q n g  wqth a sand 
mlxtureo So f a r  I have only l o s t  one p l a n t ,  V o  c h r y s o s t a c h ~ g ,  A 
nearby plantof t h e  same v a r i e t y  has nade good growth  from 3" t o  1511 

i n  5 monthso 
I an c u r r e n t l y  s e t t i n g  up some t r : a l s  a n  c u t t i n g s  i n  a g l a s s  house 
usqng crushed rock t o  c a r r y  over heat  duryng the  n i g h t ,  I noted 
t h e  Moyles were using a p l a s t i c  covered i g l o o  w;th  a crushed rock 
f l o o r  f o r  t h e f r  propagation w q t h  some success  and us ing  lqnqted 
m i  s t i n g  . I f  

A s  Dfck Mjl l s  sa jd  e a r l i e r  7"n t h e s e  r epor t s : -  IIT~dhat t h e  Study Group 
needs 3 s f o r  members t o  have a gofl0 We w S l l  l o o k  forward t o  follow-up 
n o t e s  from Gordon + n  due courseo 

H.M.Hewett 
V e r t f  cordTa Study Group Leader 
I1 Harvey Place 
C herrybrook 
N.S.W. 2126 
T e l o  (02 )  484 2766. 
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