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MEMBERSH I[P
The following new members are welcomed to our Study Groups-

FINANCES 1/7/92 to 30/6/93.

Credit Balance 30/6/92 =—--—=—meceeea- 8 93.56.
Receipts =—-=-—cm-e-ce- g 322,11
Expenses s—=e-=-ceeeee-o 2250 I
Surplus income for year 96 .97

Credit Balance 30/6/93- 8 I90.53

DONAT 1ONS.
I am very pleased to acknowledge the following donations to the

Study Groups- Elizabeth George ====mememmammmmnmcnm—- 8 17.00
Nich. Derera --------mmmmee e en 2.00
Alex. HoOper =—--=—ececmmm e %.00
Jo-Anne Jones #==-~m—cmmmm e 2.00
Martin Swanson ====c-cemmecceccmcaanao 2.00
Dick Mills ===cmmemmm e 2.00
Graham Eastwood —==r===eemecemmmeaeee 2.00
S.G.A.P. Maroondah Group ----------- 2.00
S.G.A.P. Queensland Reg. Inc. ------- 12,00

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Members will no doubdt be aware that most ASGAP Study Groups have by
now increased their annual subscription rates to g 5.00 or more for
Australian membership. It has been my policy to maintain the rate for
our Study Group- to a nominal and minimum amount for as long as
practicable and there is no need as yet to contemplate an increase
above 8 3,00, This policy conforms to my concept of how Study Groups
should integrate with our parent body, The Society for Growing Auste
Plants and hopefully advance the knowledge about and growing of some
less: frequently grown members of our flora.

Added financial support from Regions, District Groups and individual
members however are very much appreciated and have been noted from
time to time as Donations and it is readily apparent that these have

contributed significantly to my decision to retain the nominal fee
as noted.

It has also concerned me that, in view of this relatively low fee
some menbers may find it more convenient to include an additional
years subscription with their remittances. If this is so the intention

should be noted, otherwise the excess will continue to be acknowledged
as a Donation.

Your early attention to payment for the current financial year would
be appreciated. When reminders have been included failure to respond

before the issue of the next Newsletter will result in membership
cancellationo.



WISDOM FROM THE PAST - "YEAST". :

I vas browsing through some 0ld Volumes of Australian Plants recently
and was very interested in an article in Vol. 4, Sept. I97. In view
of our Study Group policy of giving major attention to the solution
of problems associated with plant growth and maintenance and in
particular the reporting of observations so that others may test grow

and in due course report results, I have decided to reproduce the article
in full and hopefully receive member feed-backe

The article particularly notes beneficial effects from additions of
yeast. It was submitted by B.C.Kowald, Katanning, W.A. and is
reproduced by courtesy of Australian Plants.

I was desperate.Those beautiful wildflowers were being ploughed in
at our new farm. I had tried cuttings and seed propagation with
very little success.Many were transplanted to my garden but few
survived, especially those from gravelly hills. Meanwhile the
ploughed area extended,wiping out some species of our wildflowers.

While trying to transplant plants from the gravelly hills, I notea
that all of them had a "white spidery web fungus" at the base, and
in the top soil litter. On reading about this I found that many
fungi live with plants supplying them with nourishment.In another
reference I noted that plants like Vitamin B so I thought this
"webby stuff" may be like yeast supplying Vitamin B. I then gave
my plants some yeast and have had considerable success with many
plants I could not get to grow before. I havVe been successful with

about I00 species with this method so far. Now I have I90 different
speciews. -7

The mixture is prepared by miving one teaspoon of Tandaco Yeast

with 2 teaspoons of sugar or glucose in a half cup of luke warm
water;let it work for about an hour. This will be enough for one
dozen plants at I teaspoon each, applied at their base after watering
or transplanting time and again in a few days. Difficult plants

like Verticordia huegelii and Lechenaultja need treatment every

6 months or they will die out. I place rocks around each plant to
shade the roots and help keep yeast alive.

W.A. WILDFLOWERS FROM SEED.

My failure with pots turned to success, when I sprinkled the seed
on coarse black creek sand, under a tree and threw away the pots.

I covered the seed with Sheoak leaves and sheltered these with a
square wooden frame 6 in. high covered with netting and plastic
held down with a few stones. This was the end of September ahd I
watered every day. When the seedlings were Y4-leaved they were ready
to transplant and water from bottom. Bigger plants have a tendency
to damping off when watered from the top. I got scores up and had
to give lots away. Dig and force a bottomless fruit or jam tin into
the soil around a clump of seedlings. Dig out the tin which will

be almost full of soil with the seedlings on top and if necessary

top up the soil in the bottom. Hold the soil in with the 1id wvhile
movinge '

The tins are placed under wire netting covered with hessian 4fte.
high, in a corner formed by two sheets of iron. The iron is
arranged to let morning sun get right underneath and leave a strip
for a little afternoon sun too. Soil is filled in around the tins,
so that I in. of tin is visible.Water base of plant once lightly
and then give I teaspoon of working yeast to each plant at base.
Do not water inside the tin$ or on the plants at all or they may
damp off, To let hose run slowly is safest, then once a week.



W1SDOM FROM THE PAST. (CONT INUED). _ . .
Plant out in May into permenent positions, w1§h 1 inch of @he tin
still sticking out of the ground. Light waterlng_at base with more
yeast followed by good watering outside the tin is necessary until
established. Lea¥e the tin in the ground. I have dozens of tins
still in the ground after 2 years. Make sure that you water once
a week with the hose running slbwly so that the water will soak to
the bottom of the tin. Do not spray foliage or the bottom of the
plant; not a little drop as it teaches roots to come right upe.

W.A.WILDFLOWERS FROM CUTT INGS.

Success with seed and the care of small plants spurred me on to
seek suitable method with cuttings. Cuttings were taken early in
winter, (end of May). As I cut the cuttings they were put straight
into a tin with yeast and water in it andof course, sugar. the

six inch and longer cuttings grew best. Nert day the cuttings were
pushed with all the leaves on the top half into black creek sand

in a large drum 2 ft. high. I poured working yeast over here and
there. They ere sheltered in with my tins of plants. I put plastic

sheeting over them for two or three days only. If hot and windy I
covered themo

The rain gets on them and also dew through a grass covering instead

of hessian. I did not water them much and repeated yeast 2 or
3 timese

I got just about all to grow. One piece of Pityrodja, 8 inches long,
grew and flowered in 6 months out in the open in gravel with 3 lots

of yeast whereas I could never transplant it before.it had lots
of fungus on it in the wild.

The same with Dampiera wellsiana which was my very first successe
Cats Paws, Kangaroo Paws, Red Beek Orchids etc. always went black
and immediately died before the yeast method. I am very thankful

as I just had to make them live somehow. I even give all my tropical

Orchids some working yeast every time I transplant or repot them
and that is often as they are growing well,

I believe yeast turns to alcohol. Could this act more as a safeguard

against disease or fungal attack? It may prevent rotting or
stimulate the formation of roots?

The above article, written before the proliferation of rooting and
growth hormones, sophisticated propagating systems and artificial
fertilisers, touches on some Very pertinent subjects. Apart from the
apparent successes from using yeast to achieve good plant establish-
ment and as an aid in seed and cutting propagation, Mr. Kowald draws
attention to the damping off hazard in the early maintenance of
seedl;ngsoﬂis observations in regard to overhead watering of same is
certainly pertinent. I 'find them very difficult to raise without

sterilising potting mixes and watering only from the bottom until
reasonable growth occurse.

The plant losses he speaks about before trying yeast certainly reflect

experiences of many of us with some species of Verticordiag, and I
intend to try out his prescription for success. I hope others in the

Btudy Group will also be persuaded and hopefully by this time next
year let me know how they got on.

The article begs answers to the following questions:-
Have any Group members.had any evperience with yeast as noted?
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WISDOM FROM THE PAST. (CONT iNUED) «

Can the yeast treatment noted adequately compensate for the absence,
in our gardens, of the "white spidery web fungus'", which I believe is
Mycorrhizal,which is generally cénsidered to provide a nutrient
exchange system with plants?

Does such use in the establishment stage contribute towards more
robust growth? )

Would such robust growth contribute towards pathogen control in root
and foliar systems and overcomé . some of the early plant demise?

If so would treatment for the whole plant life be necessary?

Would the treatment be as effective in summer-wet regions as reported
by Mr. Kowald in the winter-wet west?

If so there could possibly be implications for summer-wet regions
where clean soils with relatively sterile surface conditions have
seemed desirable to achieve best soil pathogen édontrol.

I am sure other questions could be asked if we can demonstrate that
using yeast is a worthwhile procedure.

VERTICORDJA.by G. Eastwood, Latrobe Valley, Victoria.

This was the heading of another article which appeared in Australian
Plants, Vol.It, No. 110, March 1987.

I wonder if it could have been written by new Study Group member,
Graham Eastwood, Batemans Bay, NSW? As the article is relatively recent
it is hardly necessary to reproduce it here but I would suggest that
members may like to turn it up and read through it again. Some
interesting observations have been made in relation particularly to
planting and subsequent treatment, and these are in line with what
Study Group members should be doing, in other words, try something
perhaps a little different and let us know how you get on.

References which I consider significant are:-
Soil type (clay).
Verticordja species which have grown satisfactorily.
Planting procedure.particularly smallish hole

plants not watered in

plant after rain

no fertiliser

slight elevation at planting
no artificial watering.
ble to wind damage.

Verticordia drummondii Suscepti

This latter observation confirms my own experiences with this speciesy
which I have found to be susceptible to damage on a number of occasions.
Damage has occurred in early development when plants are approaching
flovering. I have accordingly adopted the practice of providing

adequate diagonal staking through the foliage. How do all you other
members get along with it?

MEMBER REPORTS- GENERAL

You will have noted that I seem to be
necessity to make observ
Study Group can continue
The above articles are ex
a little different.

continually stressing the
ations and report experiences so that our

to make the progress I am sure we all desire.
amples of giving something a go; something

Now I am going to try to shame some of you "alleged" Active members.
Surely we donit want to be merely an inert group of people waiting
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MEMBER REPORTS - GENERAL (CONT INUED). -

for someone else to tell us how something should be done while we
languish in fear that we might do it the wrong way. We may not all
come up with reports such as the two reproduced above, and ve may
conceivably lose a few of the plants we have propagated, but at least
we can try out suggestions as reported by other members and tell the
Study Group Leader how we got on. It is the Leaders fupctlon then to
process all such reports so that our accumulated experiences are
appropriately disseminated.

Which brings me to another thought. When I first assumed leadership

of the Study Group I felt very strongly thatclose contact with
members on a personal or spoken level was a very desirable formula for
achieving our major objective of understanding and growing the many
and varied species. With members distributed widely across Australia
however, such communication has not always been practicable. Perhaps
the times are changing. In recent times competition for telephone
customers has resulted in some dramatic reductions in the cost of

STD callsy particularly at week ends and offpeak hours. Perhaps a
short call to (02) 484 2766 may be appropriate and help keep our Study
Group activity on tracke. It is not always convenient to sit down and
write something and furthermore some are better at it than others.

Also, should any member be journeying to Sydney they may like to call
?qua£ II. Harvey Place, Cherrybrook and erchange experiences at garden

level. There may even be a cutting or two available.

MEMBER REPORTS.

In the last Newsletter I made brief reference to the efforts of new

member JUDY GROWNS, Parkerville, W.A.. In her report dated October
last she said:-

The spot we call the Verticordia patch is open to full sun and all
the winds that blow here at Parkerville; usually strong and gusty.
Part of the 3.4 hectare block was mined for gravel and the top soil
was not put backe. This is where the Verticordias are. Top soil or
no the Cape Weed, Rye Grass, Wild Geranium, Love Grass, Barley
Grass and a few more grow in profusion. As weeding disturbs the
roots, (its so wet that half the soil comes up with the weeds), we
have decided to spray with Round Up. This is the only satisfactory
vay to cope with the weeds. They tend to grow taller than the
Verticordias. It leaves the ground bare and perhaps we should mulch,
but at least this year we have had seedlings germinate under the

Verticordias plumosa and chrysantha.

The Verticordias have had no fertiliser and don't seem to be
bothered with insects; not even when we had a plague of grasshoppers.
I can't really say we "cultivate" Verticordias- we grow them. We
tend to plant them out and from there they fend for themselves, as
for the other Australian Plants we grow. We find a spot that is
probably the best on the block for them, or maybe not, and see

what happens. We have I7I genera now (62 families)and 847 species

of these. I counted up the Eucalypts and we have species plus
about IO we don't khpw the name of. o ’

In general the Verticor
suitable conditions,
winds in winter with

dias at Kiewa grow despite the lack of basic
buffeted by hot dry winds in summer,freezing

: no protection from either-very hot and dry
ground in summer- very wet and cold in winter. Those that have not

died are possibly individual plants within th i
adapted to these conditions. e species that have
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MEMBER REPORTS - (CONT INUED) .
I have come to the conclusion that Verticordias are a hapdy,
adaptable and beautiful genus- surviving in adverse conditions,
if you will pardon me, floriferously.

The following detailed report is dated October I992.
8o0il- Laterite.
No fertilisero
All planted April or May after the first soaking rains.

" Except where noted plants were watered in and then left to their
own resources,

Year planted noted thus:- Y 88. etco.
Number planted noted thus:- N 3 etc.
Number surviving noted thus:- S 2 etco

V. acerosa Y88-P3-S3. No problems.

o affin. acerosa ¥YB88-P2-S2., No problenso

- aurea Y92-PI-8I. Has put on new shoots,

. bifimbriata Y88-PP-82., Trickle watered first year. Plants
spindly but flowered wello

blepharophylla Y89-P2-S2. Trickle watered first year.

brownii & V. eriocephala P20-8SI5. Flooded in winter. Can't
separate these two species until they flowers

V. chrysantha & V. chrysanthella P26-826. About 30 seedlings. I

can't tell the difference between the two sppe.e.

Very hardy. Have planted large plants and small
rooted cuttings. A1l have growne.

V. chrysostachys Y9I-P2-S0. Watered in & then monthly. Just
died after 2 months.

V. citrella Y92-P7-87. Too early for comment.

V. cooloomia Y89-P7-S7. Watered in & = then monthly first year.
Beautiful plants- No problemse.

V. densiflora ¥88&89-P6-56. No problemso

Vo.dichroma Y88-P1-80, Died within 3 months.

Vo drummondii  Y90-P4~Sh4. Trickle watered first year. Area floodec
in winter with up to 3cm water in parts. At least
ground squelches under feet for 2-3 months. Plants
look stressed but so far they recover and flower
well in summers

V. etheliana Y89-P5-80. Trickle watered I year before dyinge.

Y92-P5-85. Overwhelmed by weeds & water. Too early
for comment on new plantingse.

V. endlicheriana Y90-P5-SI. Very poor plants to begin with.

The surprise is that I survived. Another plant

(in ground) in nursery watered daily. Both plants
doing well,

V. fragrans Y89-P4-Sh, Trickle watered first year.Flooded in
winter & looks a little stressed but survives well.

V. grandis Y89&90-P65-S47. Watered monthly first year. Leaves
tend to turn darkish red in winter so may be

stressed by the cold weather? In 2 years some have
grown to #m. All floweringe

V. helichrysantha Y89&90-P7-85. Watered monthly first year. No
problems with surviving plants.

V. huegelii ¥88&89-P5-8%, Flooded in winter.The 1988 one died
summer I1990sbrown & brittle. Previous experienct
suggests species is not always as dead as it
seems. Sure enough they have recovered in
autumn and have never lcoked back.

V. hughanii ¥88,89%90-P8-55, Flooded in winter when leaves
turn very dark red.

V. insignis Y90-P3-S2. Very wet in winter but misses flooding
Leaves do not turn red.
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MEMBER REPORTS- (CONT INUED) .

o

Vo
Vo
Vo,
Vo

V.
Vo
Vo

Vo
Vo,

Vo
Vo
Vo

V.
Ve

lehmannii Yo8-P2-S2. Stressed from winter flooding. but
flowers in summere.

lindleyi Y88-P2-82. Stressed from winter flooding but
flowers well in summere.

longistylis Y89-PI~SI. Near nursery-watered daila. Does
not mind daily watering but has only had flowerse.

nminutiflora Y90-P3-S1I. On edge of flooded sectione.
survivor doing wello

nitchelliana Y88-P5-S1I. Flooded winter. The four losses
occurred suddenly and I suspect Phytophthera. We
sprayed them with Fosject amd 1 has survived. A
large beautiful bush but with few flowers. Have now
planted into dry drained area.

nonadelpha-vhite Y89-P6-S5, Just clear of flooded section.

monadelpha-Kalbarri form Y89-P6- Sk

mnonadelpha-flwrs in heads ¥Y89-P3-S3, Winter flooded. This
year trunk has split in 3 so may not survive summer.

rmltiflora Y90-P16-S2, The two that have survived are in
the stock garden vhere they are watered daily. I
don't think they really need this but survive it

, nitens Y88,89&90-P15-S10. A lot of water runs past in the

winter but they are not actually flooded. Five were
overgrown in the pots and are all tall and spindly.
The others planted young from cutting are filling
out well.

nobilis Y90-P2-S1I. Well drained in winter-very dry in
sumner. A lot of new shoots around base last spring.

oculata ¥02-P8-56.  Too early to comment. Well drained in
winter- dry in summer.

ovalifolia  Y¥89-P3-S0. Trickle watered first year. All died
swamped with weeds and water.
Y92;P2—820 Now in well drained winter-dry summer
spote

penicillaris = Y90-P9-S7. Trickle watered first year .No
problems even though flooded.

pennigera P2-80, Trickle watered firsy year. These were

. poor plants so survival was doubtful.

picta Y90-P9-86. Trickle watered first year. The three that
died were Very small plants and may have needed a

second year of watering. :
There are 2 survivors out of 2 I believe but
some plant labels have been lost & I am not yet sure
plumosa-"A"  ¥89-P36-832. Trickle watered first year.
plumosa-white  ¥89-P3-SI. Trickle watered first yeare
plumosa-flwrs. a corymb Y89-P2-52, Trickle watered first year
plumosa-many flwrd. in short spike P2-52, Trickle watered
first year. There are didderent varieties of Vert.
plumosa but I don't know which mine are. All are
doing well. Water flows past in winter but doesn't
pool. The white flowered one fell over in middle
sunmer and seemed to be dying. I put the hose on it
and forgot to turn it off for 2 days. When I went
back it was in a pool of water and since has never
looked back. About I00 seedlings of "A" came up
this year in the bare ground in a weed free area
we had sprayed with Round Up.

pritzelii  Y92-PI-SI. Planted May. Too early for comment.

pulchella Y¥9I-PI-SI. Watered monthly first year. No problems.
&bout to flower.

pholidophylla



MEMBER COMMENT- (CONTINUED).

V. roei sSp. meiogona Y92-PI-SI. Too early for comnment.

V. serrata var. linearis Y92-P2-5S2. Too early to comment. Lost
two in I990.

V. staminosa ¥Y89-PI0-S1I0. Trickle watered first year. Don't
know which variety. Very wet in winter but better
drained than some. Beautiful.

Vo tumida ssp. therogana Y92-P2-52. Too early to comment.

I think you will agree with me that this is a very imposing collection.
We will look forward to hearing later of Judy's progress or otherwise
and especially how plants respond &aver time to varied seasonal patterns.
Although Parkerville is some distance away from the coast the data

and comment given may well apply to growings in other climatic zones,

and members generally will be able to compare their results with hers
for particular species.

There are several results which prompt me to make particular comment.
I note her lack of success with some of the round leaf species, Viz.,
Vertso rysosta s dichroma and etheljana. These all belong to a
Section of the genera, some species of which have frequently been
reported a little fickle. Perhaps it is significant that the three
species noted all occur naturally in deep sands and I would think that
Judy's laterite would not provide comparable deep drainage. Vert.
chrysostachys has perhaps performed a little better generally than the
others, but nevertheless can not be taken too lightly. Perhaps with
all three species the colder winter temperatures away from the Coast
may be significant???

In eastern Australia V. etheljana has frequently appeared a little
unhappy in late Autumn,.particularly when flowering has been delayed
till late summer either from late planting or influenced by summer
weather patterns. After flowering the plants appear very stressed and

on occasion defoliate completely. Recovery however frequently occurs
from mid wintero.

Judy's comments in regard to V. egelii, with often complete late
summer defoliation (lasting till early winter), is characteristic of
Sydney performance and confirms that we should not be in a hurry to
conclude that specimens have gone to the garden in the sky.

The reddening of the leaves of V., grandis and V. hughanij is also
consistent with Sydney behaviour.

I was particularly interested in the comments on V. mitchelljana. We
need much more observation on trial growings of this species which has
frequently been reported difficult in near coastal districts but
reliable inland, which, on the face seems contrary to Judy's experience.
I might add that the best specimen I have seen was in Brian Crafter's
garden at Sellick's Beachy South Australia which obviously is not very
far inlandy Perhaps in Judy's case the possible restricted facility

for deeE root penetration combined with winter flooding played a part
in the losses. The reference to Fosject is also interesting. It has

been previously drawn to my attention as a counter to Phytophthera
Root Ret. We will await future comment from Judy.

The report of the V. plumosa which recovered with local hose flooding

after‘blowin%_over in mid summer and being heavily stressed was also
most interesting. I have noted that in summer this species often

reflects dry weather patterns Extreme purpling of the foliage usually
recovers after good raine.
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MEMBER REPORTS - (CONTINUED) .

PAT MOYLE, Mandurah, W.A. has made a number of observations which will
contribute to our "bank of understanding."

She has noted that on occasion, some species show resentment to tip
pruning of leaders. V. fragrans is one such species. She has found
that wvhen cuttings are taken, rather than to take same from leaders,
it is better to cut plants back reasonably hard to lower branching.
Other species which appear to come into the same category are Verts.
monadelpha and chrysostachyso

Pat makes a Very interesting comment on V., grandig.In her experience,
(and this is by no means insignificant as sheand Norm have just

made a decision to reduce their garden population from over 70 to

40 odd), this species tends to react unfavourably when forced to grow
in close proximity to it's own kind. She noted that in the wild also,
plants of this species are rarely found growing close together, but

rither mong other genera or specjeso. Accor in%ly, in their %arden,
alternate specimens which have not done well are now headed for the

compost heap. Wouldn't it make your heart bleed?

A somewhat related comment regarded V. cooloomja but in this case the
trouble was not that the plants were debilitated but that a couple had

grown so vigourously (to about 3 metres) that the integrity of the
clothes line was being threatened???

Referring again to V. chrysostachys, Pat noted that on occasion,
specimens are relatively slow before assuming vigorous growthe.

Another tip was to the effect that with some difficult species, the

glass house can be used to advantage to hold specimens until better
understanding has been achieved.

I raised with Pat a matter which has prompted much thought in recent
months, which in Sydney, have been a little on the dry side, and from
some past experience should have been good for Verticordias. While
mildews or moulds have not been very troublesome, in contrast to sone
wetter autumns, plant losses, particularly of young specimens have
been greater than usual. I have wondered whether these losses could

be attributed to weather patterns experienced in Sydney for the two
prev;ous_sprln% seasonse. have noteg that most robust growth of many
sEecles is to be expected from late winter through to mid surmmer, when
flowering of many species would be expected.The recent spring was
unseasonally cold in Sydney through almost till Xmas. The previous
spring was unseasonally dry from mid July till after Xmas. I sought
Pat's opinion as to whether this sequence of poor growing weather when

plants should be making vigorous growth may have contributed to the
losses noted. She felt inclined to agree.

Finally 1 questioned whether three registered Cultivars, viz., Verts.
"Venus Pink", "Venus Princess" and "Wemnm's Find" were products of

their garden. The answer was affirmative. I think we may hezj; more
of them in due course.

ELIZABETE GEORGE, Alexander Heights, W.A. has also made a significant
observation in regard to pruning. She feels strongly that the ideal
time to do this is when the plants are in flowetr, not only to provide
cut flowers for the home but also to restore plants to vigorous growth

fill%wing the stress of flowering, and further to promote more compact
plantse. '

To some of us keen gardeners this smacks a little of vandalism but
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MEMBER REPORTS - (CONTINUED) .

I do recall the extensive planting of V. monadelpha in Brian Crafter's
garden noted above. These plants, unlike my own specimens which suffer
at times after flowering with die back of o0ld flowered growth, all
looked particularly healthy. Brian mentioned that they were cut
regularly at floweringe. :

Elizabeth noted that last summer in Perth was very dry and that -
following some cold changes, mildew had been more of a problem than
usual. She recalled having seen a reference in "Your Garden" back in
the 60 s to Chamomile tea being used effectively on Roses to combat
mildew attack, so decided to give it a go to see how it went with
Verticordias. Results to date have been very good. The tea is strained
off from the pot and sprayed regularly. It has been used not only on

garden plants, but on nursery pots and on cuttings at the propagation
stageo.

With Yeast, Chamomile Tea and potting soil sterilisation in the

Microwave, I wonder if we are not in danger of putting the Kitchen
under too much straine.

KERRY RATHIE, Greenbank Queensland, reports V. nitens and V. staminosa

subspe c¥lindracgg have established well in a Very stoney raised bed,
and two V. densiflora have just been added. Plants of V. cunninghamii
are still alive but growing slowly. Kerry notes that the year in
Queensland has been exceptionally drye.

As noted in last Newsletter Kerr{ has grown V. plumosa and his
experiences in south-east Queensland will increase our understanding
of Verticordia tolerances in this climatic zone. We will be watching

his results with V. cunninghamij with particular interest, as it hails
from the tropical North,

HAZEL ATT@OEER, Burrendong Arboretum, Wellington, NSW now has a
Verticordia bed progressing under the direct attention of one of her
Arboretum staff and says that some are doing Very well,others a little

slow, The latter does not surprise me in view of the drought situation
NSW Country has-been experiencing of late.

GARY LESKE,Port Pirie, South Aust.,reports mixed succe
having grown beyond juvenile stage’ - 1 S ne Toltowas

o Successful ones are as follows:-
V.s chrzsantha,gengiflora,drggggndii,1indlexi and plumosa.

The first four have been grown in building sand and for V,.g chrysantha
and densiflora, slow release Fe and a little cow manure was added.

V. plumosa specimens were grown in sand or peat-rich loam.

ﬁii ggttggogbOVe have flowered although the display of V. densiflora

gAng RAED%LL,dCobr%mi Victoria,noted that u
efore winter do no ike the cold wet weather. Establi hed plant

doing well for_him include V.s chrysantha, gensjfigra,ﬁﬁugmogdgg,s

huegelii, longistylis, ninutiflora, mitchelliana, monadel ha, nitens,

pholidophylla,and plumosa. Ve grandiflor lanted May- is st i
although another planted Aug. 9I is dd%ﬁg’bgttero il L

David's V. mitchelliana, planted Aug. 88 is f i
(half his luck). e & 1s flowering better each year.

His losses include V.s acerosa, lindleyi & 1i '

- ° i v lindleyi subsp. purpurea.
David adds that he would be happy to send cutting material to any
member requiring same. :

sually Verticordias planted

H.M.HEWETT VERT ICORDIA STUDY GROUP LEADER

II Harvey place, Cherr '
ybrook °
Tel. (02) L8k 5766, i
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