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The  following new members a r e  welconed t o  our Study Groupa- 

P h i l .  ~ u g h e s ,  81 Burwood Rdo Whitebridge, NSW 2290, 
Graham Eastwood, P. 0. Box 593 Batenans Bay, NSW 25360 
R o  Miller & Miss Ao Stevenson, 7 Sylvan Grove Picnic P t o  NSW 2213. 
Stefan Harasymow, U 3  407 Coode S to  Dianella, W.A. 6052, 
Glen Coupar, 40 Rodda S t o  Morley, W.A. 6062, 
Max Ewer, Avenue Range, South Austo 5273. 
Pat Kenyon & Ted Newnan, 1057 Old Northern R d o  Dural, NSW 2158~ 

FINANCES ~ /7 /92  t o  70/6/91, 
Credit Balance 30/6/9P --------------- 
Receipts -------------- $ 930560 

g 322011 
Expenses -------------- 2250 14 
surplus ihcome f o r  year 960 97 

\ Credit Balance 30/6/93- 2! 190.53 

ONAT 1 On's I { am very pleased to  acknowledge the  following donations 
- - -Study-Groupr-- - -El f  zabetkGeorgs --------.-.------------ 

Niche Derera -----------------------a 
d 

7 Alex. Hooper ------------dm---------- 

Jo-Anne Jones i--------3----,-----r-C 

Martin Swanson ...................... 
Dick .Mills -------------------------- 
Graham Eastwood ..................... 
S.G.A. P. Maroondah Group ------------ 
S.G.A. P. Queensland Reg. Into ------- 
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SUBSCRIFT IONS. 
Members w i l l  no doubdt be aware t h a t  most ASGAP Study Groups have by 
now increased t h e i r  annual subscription r a t e s  t o  $ 5.00 or more fo r  
Australian membership. It has been my policy t o  maintain the a t e  for 
our Study Group-to a nomirial and minimum amount for  a s  long a s  
practicable and there  i s  no need as yet t o  contemplate an increase 
above $ 3.00* This policy conforms t o  ny concept of how Study Groups 
should i n t e g r a t e  with our  parent body, The Society for  Growing Austo 
Plants and hopefully advance the  lmo%rledge about and growing of some 
l e s s .  frequently grovm members of our f lora ,  

Added f inanc ia l  support from Regions, ~ i s t r i c t '  Groups and individual 
members however a r e  very much appreciated and have been noted from 
time t o  t h e  a s  Donations and it  i s  readi ly  apparent tha t  these have 
contributed s igni f icant ly  t o  my decision t o  r e t a in  the nominal f e e  
a s  noted, 

It has a l so  concerned ne t h a t ,  i n  vievr of t h i s  re la t ive ly  low fee  
some menbers may f ind it nore convenient t o  include an additional 
years subscription w i t h  t h e i r  renit tances.  If t h i s  i s  .so the intent ion 
should be noted, otherwise t h e  excess w i l l  continue to  be acknowledged 
a s  a Donation, 

Your ear ly  a t t e n t i o n  t o  paynent fo r  the  current  f inancial  year would 
be appreciatedo When reni3der.s have been i.nc1.uded f a i l u r e  to respond 
before the  i s sue  of the next Newsletter w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  membership 
cancellation, 



WISDOM FROM THE PAST - "YEAST". 
I u7as brovsing through some old  Volunes of Aus t ra l i an  P l a n t s  r e c e n t l y  
and was very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  an  a r t i c l e  i n  Vol. 4, Sept. 1967. In view 
of our s tudy Group policy of giving major a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  
of problems associa ted  with p lan t  growth and maintenance and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  r epor t ing  of observat ions  so t h a t  o t h e r s  may t e s t  grow 
and i n  due course r e p o r t  r e s b l t s , I  have decided t o  reproduce t h e  a r t i c l e  
i n  f u l l  and hopefully rece ive  member feed-backo 

The a r t i c l e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e s  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  from a d d i t i o n s  of 
yeas t .  It was submitted by B.C.Kowald, Katanning, W.A. and i s  
reproduced by cour tesy  of Aus t ra l i an  P l a n t s o  

I was desperateoThose b e a u t i f u l  wildf lotlrer s  were being ploughed i n  
a t  our net1 f a r m ,  I had t r i e d  c u t t i n g s  and seed propagation with 
very l i t t l e  successoMany were t r ansp lan ted  t o  my garden but few 
survived, e s p e c i a l l y  those  from g r a v e l l y  h i l l s .  Meanwhile t h e  
ploughed a rea  extended,wiping o u t  some spec ies  of our wildflowers* 

While t r y i n g  t o  t ransDlant  p l a n t s  from t h e  g r a v e l l y  h i l l s ,  I notea  
t h a t  a l l  of them had a "white sp idery  web fungusN a t  t h e  base, and 
i n  t h e  t o p  s o i l  l i t t e r .  On readinn about t h i s  I found t h a t  many 
fungi  l i v e  with p lan t s  supplying chen wi th  nourishnent.  In another  
re ference  I noted t h a t  p l a n t s  l i k e  Vi tan in  B so I thought t h i s  
!'webby s t u f f  lc nay be l i k e  y e a s t  supplying Vitamin B. I then  gave 
my p l a n t s  some y e a s t  and have had cons ide rab le  success with many 
plants  I could not ge t  t o  grow before*  I have been successfu l  w i t h  
about I00 spec ies  w i t h  t h i s  method so  fa ro  Now I have I90 d i f f e r e n t  
 specie^^ 

The n i x t u r e  i s  prepared by miving one teaspoon of Tandaco Yeast 
with 2 teaspoons of sugar o r  glucose i n  a h a l f  cup of luke warn 
~ r a t e r ; l e t  it work f o r  about an hour. Th i s  w i l l  be enough f o r  one 
dozen p l a n t s  a t  I teaspoon each, app l i ed  a t  t h e i r  base a f t e r  water ing 
o r  t r ansp lan t ing  t i n e  and again  i n  a few dayso D i f f i c u l t  p l a n t s  
l i k e  Vertfcordia huege l i i  and Lechenaul t ia  need t reatment  every 
6 months o r  they -.?ill d i e  outo I p lace  rocks around each p l a t  t o  
shade t h e  r o o t s  and he lp  keep y e a s t  a l i v e a  

W.A, WXLDFLOWERS FROM SEED. 
My fa i lu re  with po t s  turned t o  success ,  when I spr inkled  t h e  seed 
on coarse  b lack  creek sand, under a t r e e  and threw away t h e  potso 
I covered t h e  seed with Sheoak l e a v e s  and she l t e red  t h e s e  with a 
square wooden frame 6 in. high covered with'netting and plast ic  
held down wi th  a few stones. T h i s  was t h e  end of September a d  I 
watered every daya When t h e  seedl ings  were 4-leaved they were ready 
to t r a n s p l a n t  and water from bottom. Bigger plants have a tendency 
t o  damping off when watered from the  top. 1 got scores up and had 
to g i v e  l o t s  away- Dig and force a bottomless f ru i t  or jam tin into 
t h e  s o i l  around a clump of seedlings. Dig out the  tin which w i l l  
be almost full of soil w i t h  t h e  seed l ings  on t o p  and i f  necessary 
t o p  u p  the s o i l  i n  the bottom, Hold t h e  s o i l  i n  with t h e  l i d  : .~hi le  
moving 

The t i n s  a r e  placed under %.ire netting covered 1-7it;h hessian 4 f t 0  
high, i n  a corner  formed by t w o  s h e e t s  of iron. The  i r o n  i s  
arranged t o  l e t  morning sun get r i g h t  underneath and leave a s t r i p  
f o r  a l i t t l e  afternoon sun too. Soil i s  f i l l e d  i n  around t he  t i n s ,  
so t h a t  I i n o  of t i n  i s  v is ib leoWater  base of plant once l i g h t l y  
and then  g i v e  I teaspoon of vorking y e a s t  t o  each p lan t  a t  base. 
Do not water  i n s i d e  t h e  t i n 3  o r  on t h e  p l a n t s  a t  all o r  they nay 
danp off.  To l e t  hose run slowly i s  s a f e s t ,  then once a week. 



DOM FROM THE PAST. (CONT JJUED). 
Plant  ou t  i n  May i n t o  permanent p o s i t i o n s ,  w i t h  I inch of t h e  t i n  
s t i l l  s t i c k i n g  ou t  of t h e  ground. Light water ing a t  base with more 
y e a s t  followed by good watering ou t s ide  t h e  t i n  i s  necessary u n t i l  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  Leave t h e  t i n  i n  t h e  ground. I have dozens of t i n s  
s t i l l  i n  t h e  ground a f t e r  2 years .  Make s u r e  t h a t  you water once 
a week v i t h  t h e  hose running slbwly so t h a t  t h e  water w i l l  soak t o  
t h e  bottom of t h e  t i n o  Do n o t  spray f o l i a g e  o r  t h e  bottom of t h e  
p l a n t ;  n o t  a  l i t t l e  drop as it teaches  r o o t s  t o  come r i g h t  up- 

W. A .  w I L D F L ~ R S  FROM CUTT ZNGS. 
Success wi th  seed and t h e  c a r e  of  small p l a n t s  spurred me on t o  
seek s u i t a b l e  method wi th  c u t t i n g s .  Cu t t ings  v e r e  taken e a r l y  i n  
winter ,  (end of May), As I c u t  t h e  c u t t i n g s  they  were put s t r a i g h t  
i n t o  a  t i n  wi th  yeas t  and water i n  it andof course,  sugar, the  
s i x  lnch  and longer c u t t i n g s  grew b e s t o  N e ~ t  day t h e  c u t t i n g s  were 
pushed w i t h  a l l  t h e  l eaves  on t h e  t o p  h a l f  i n t o  black creek  sand 
i n  a l a r g e  erum 2 f to  higho I poured working y e a s t  over here  and 
there .  They TnTere she l t e red  i n  wi th  ny t i n s  of p lants .  I put p l a s t i c  
shee t ing  over  then f o r  two or  t h r e e  days only,  If ho t  and windy I 
covered them, 

The r a i n  g e t s  on them and a l s o  dew through a g rass  covering ins tead  
of hess iano  I d id  n o t  water  them much and repeated yeas t  2 or  
3 t i n e s o  

2 got j u s t  about a l l  t o  grow, One p iece  of Pjtvrodia, 8 inches long,  
grew and flowered i n  6 months o u t  i n  t h e  open i n  gravel  with 3 l o t s  
of y e a s t  whereas I could never t r a n s p l a n t  it beforee L t  had l o t s  
of f u i ~ g u s  on it i n  t h e  wild. 

The sane wi th  Dampiera vrellsiana which was my very f i r s t  successe 
Cats  Paws, Kangaroo Paws, Red Beek Orchids e t c .  always went black 
and immediately died before  t h e  y e a s t  method, I an very thankful  
a s  I j u s t  had t o  make them l i v e  somehow. I even g ive  a l l  my t r o p i c a l  
Orchids some working y e a s t  every t ine I t r a n s p l a n t  o r  repot  t h e n  
and t h a t  i s  o f t e n  a s  they  a r e  growing well ,  

I b e l i e v e  y e a s t  turns t o  a l coho lo  Could t h i s  a c t ' n o r e  a s  a  safeguard 
a g a i n s t  d i s e a s e  or f u n g a l  a t t a c k ?  It nay prevent r o t t i n g  o r  
s t i m u l a t e  t h e  formation of r o o t s ?  

The above a r t i c l e ,  written before t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of root ing and , 
growth hormones, soph i s t i ca ted  propagating systems and a r t i f i c i a l  
f e r t i l i s e r s ,  toubhes on some very p e r t i n e n t  sub jec t s*  Apart f ron  t h e  
apparent successes  from using y e a s t  t o  achieve  good plant es tab l i sh -  
ment and as  an a i d  i n  seed and c u t t i n g  propagation, M r ,  Kowald draws 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  damping off hazard i n  t h e  e a r l y  maintenance of 
seedl ingsoHis  observat ions  i n  r ega rd  t o  overhead watering of sane i s  
c e r t a i n l y  p e r t i n e n t .  I :find them very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r a i s e  without 
s t e r i l i s i n g  p o t t i n g  mixes and water ing only f r o n  t h e  bottom u n t i l  
reasonable growth occurso 

The plant losses he speaks about before  t r y i n g  yeast c e r t a i n l y  r e f l e c t  
experiences af many of us w i t h  some spec ies  of Verticordiag, and I 
intend t o  t r y  out h i s  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  success. I hope o t h e r s  in t h e  
Gtudy Group w i l l  also be persuaded and hopeful ly  by t h i s  time n e x t  
year let me know how they got  on, 

The a r t i c l e  begs answers t o  t h e  fol lowing questions:- 
Have any Group nenbers-had any e -pe r i ence  wi th  y e a s t  a s  noted? 



WISDOM FROM Tm PAST* (CONTINUED) 
Can the  yeas t  t rea tnen t  noted adequately compensate f o r  the absence, 
i n  our gardens, of the  "white spidery web fungusl1, which I bel ieve i s  
Mycorrhiza1,which i s  general ly cbnsidered t o  provide a nu t r i en t  
exchange system with plants? 
Does such use  i n  the  establishment s tage contr ibute  towards more 
robust  growth? 
Would such robust gxov?th contribute towards pathogen control  i n  roo t  
and f o l i a r  systems~and.ouer,kome. some of t h e  ea r ly  p lant  demise? 
If so would treatment f o r  t h e  whole plant  l i f e  be necessary? 
Would t h e  treatment be as effective i n  sumrler-wet regions a s  reported 
by Mr, Kowald i n  the winter-wet west? 
Xf so there  could possibly be inp l ica t ions  f o r  s m e r - v e t  regions 
where clean soils with relatively s t e r i l e  surface conditions have 
seemed desirable t o  achieve best soil pathogen Bontrolo 

1 am sure o ther  questions could be asked i f  ve can denonstrate t h a t  
using yeas t  i s  a worthwhile procedure, 

VERTICOIIDU.by G,  Eastwood, Latrobe Valley, Victor iao  

This was t h e  heading of another a r t i c l e  which appeared i n  Austra l ian  
Plants ,  Vo1014, No, 110, March 1987. 

1 wonder if it could have been written by new Study Group member, 
Graham Eastwood, Batemans Bay, NSW? A s  t h e  article i s  r e l a t i v e l y  recent 
it i s  hardly  necessary to reproduce it here but I would suggest that  
members nay l i k e  to turn it up and read through i t  again. Sone 
interesting observations have been made i n  relation particularly t o  
planting and subsequent- treatment9 and these are i n  l i n e  with what 
Study Group members should be doing, in other  words, t r y  something 
perhaps a little different and let us know how you get  on. 

References which I consider s ignif icant  are:- 
Soil type (clay) * 
Verticordia species which have grown s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  
P l a n t i n g  procedureo particularly small ish hole 

p lan t s  not watered in 
plant  a f t e r  r a i n  
no f e r t i l i  se r  
s l i g h t  e levat ion a t  planting 
no a r t i f i c i a l  vatering 

Verticordia drunmondii Susceptible t o  wind damageo 

Th i s  l a t t e r  observation confirms my orm experiences w i t h  this speciesp 
which I have found t o  be susceptLble t o  damage on a nunber of' occasions. 
Damage has occurred jn early development when plants are approaching 
f lowering.  I have accordingly adopted the practice of providing 
adequate diagonal  staking through t h e  fo l i age ,  Hmr do all you other 
members ge t  along vi.F,h it? 

MEMBER KEPORT S- GENERAL 

You w i l l  have noted t h a t  I seen t o  be con t inua l ly  s t ress ing the  
f iecessi ty t o  make observations and repor t  experiences so t h a t  our 
Study Group can continue t o  nake the  progress I am sure we a l l  d e s i r e o  
The above a r t i c l e s  a r e  examples of giving sonething a go; sonething 
a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t o  

Now I a~ going t o  t r y  t o  shane some of you lrallegedl1 Active nenberso 
Surely we d o n ' t  want t o  be merely an i n e r t  group of people waiting 

. . . -. 7 ,- - .'. .. . 



MEMBER REPORTS - GENERAL (CONTINUED). 
f o r  someone e lse  t o  t e l l  u s  how something should be done while we 
languish i n  fear  tha t  night do it the wrong way. We may not a l l  
cone up w i t h  reports  such a s  the two reproduced above, and we nay 
conceivably lose  a few of the plants we have propagated, but a t  l e a s t  
we can t r y  out suggestions a s  reported by other nenbers and t e l l  the  
Study Group Leader how we got ono It i s  the Leaders function then to  
Process a l l  such reports  so t h a t  our accumulated experiences are  

Which brings ne t o  another thought. When I f i r s t  assumed leadership 
of the Study Group I f e l t  very strongly thatclose contact w i t h  
menbers on a personal or  spoken l eve l  was a very desirable fornula fo r  
achieving our major objective of understanding and growing the  many 
and varied species. With  nenbers d is t r ibuted  widely across Australia 
however, such connunication has not always been practicable. Perhaps 
the  t ines  a r e  changing. In recent times competition f o r  telephone 
customers has resulted i n  some dramatic reductions i n  the  cost of 
STD c a l l s ,  par t icu lar ly  a t  week ends and offpeak hours. Perhaps a 
short c a l l  t o  (02) 484 2766 may be appropriate and help keep our Studjr 
Group a c t i v i t y  on track. It i s  not always convenient t o  s i t  down and 
wri te  something and furthermore some a r e  be t te r  a t  it than others. 

Also should any nenber be journeying to Sydney they nay like to c a l l  Sr?--at &I. Harvey Place, C herrpbrook and e~ohange experiences a t  garden 
Pevel; ~ h &  nay even be a cut t ing or two available. 

MEMBER RFdPORrS. 
In the  l a s t  Newsletter 3 made br ief  reference t o  the  e f fo r t s  of new 
member JUDY GROWNS, Parkervil le,  W.A., ' In  her report  dated October 
l a s t  she sai@:- 

The spot we c a l l  the  Verticordia patch i s  open t o  f u l l  sun and a l l  
t h e  winds t h a t  blow here a t  Parkervil le;  usually strong and gusty. 
P a r t  of the  3*4 hectare block was mined f o r  gravel and the top s o i l  
was not put back* This i s  where the  Verticordias a reo  Top s o i l  o r  
no the Cape Weed, Rye Grass, Wild Geranium, Love Grass, Barley 
Grass and a f e w  more grow 51 pzloktsiono A s  weeding dis turbs  the 
roots ,  ( i t s  so wet t h a t  half  t he  s o i l  cones up with the weeds), we 
have decided t o  spray w i t h  Round Upo Thfs is the only sat isfactory 
way to cope with the weeds* They tend t o  grow t a l l e r  than the 
Verticordias* It leaves the ground bare and perhaps vre should mulch, 
but a t  l ea s t  this year we have had seedlings germinate under the 
Vertjcordias ~1:umosa and chrvsantha, 

The Verticordias have had no f e r t i l f s e r  and don't  seen t o  be 
bothered w i t h  insects ;  not even when we had a plague of grasshoppers, 
I can ' t  r e a l l y  say we l lcult ivatel l  Verticordias- we grow then. We 
tend t o  plant then out and from there  they fend f o r  themselves, a s  
f o r  the other Australian Plants we growo We find a spot that  i s  
probably t h e  best  on the  block for them, or  maybe not, and see 
what happenso We have 171 genera now (62 fan i l i e s )  and 847 species 
of these. I counted u p  t h e  Eucalypts and we have 97 species plus 
about I0 we don' t  khpw the nane of . . 
In general t h e  Verticordias a t  Kiewa grow despite the lack of basic  
suitable conditions, buffeted by hot dry winds i n  sumner,freezing 
winds i n  winter with no protection from either-very hot and dry 
ground i n  summer- Very w e t  and cold i n  wintero Those that  have not 
d i e d  a re  possibly individual plants  within the species that  have 
adapted t o  these conditionso 



MEMBER REPORTS' - (CQNT m ~ )  . 
I have come t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  Ver t i co rd ias  a r e  a hardy, 
adaptable  and b e a u t i f u l  genus- surviving i n  adverse condi t ions ,  
if you w i l l  pardon me, f l o r i f e r ~ u s l y ~  

The following d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  i s  dated October 19920 
So i l -  L a t e r i t e o  
No f e r t i l i s e r ,  
A l l  planted A p r i l  o r  May a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  soaking r a i n s o  

' ' Except where noted p l a n t s  v e r e  watered i n  and then l e f t  t o  t h e i r  
own resourc e s o  
Year planted noted thus:- Y 88. e t c o  
Number planted noted thus:- N 3 e t c o  
Number surviving noted thus:- S 2 e t c o  

V o  acerosa Y88-P3-Sjo No problems. 
V o  a f f i n ,  acerosa Y8 -P2-S20 No problemso 
V ,  aurea Y92-PI-SIo Has put on new shootso 
V. b i f  imbr ia ta  Y88-PQ-S20 T r i c k l e  watered f i r  s t  year o P l a n t s  

sp indly  but flowered we l lo  
V 0  blepharophylla  Y89-P2-~2~ T r i c k l e  va te red  f i r s t  year ,  
V ,  brownii & V er iocephala  P20-SISO Flooded i n  winter. Can ' t  

s epa ra te  t h e s e  two s p e c i e s  u n t i l  they flowero 
V,  chrysantha & V o  chrysanthe l la  P26-S260 About 30 seedlings.  I 

c a n ' t  t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two spp,. 
Very hardy. Have planted l a r g e  p lan t s  and small  
rooted cu t t ings .  A l l  have grown. 

V o  chrysostachys Y9I-P2-SOo Watered i n  & then  nonthly. J u s t  
d ied  a f t e r  2 months, 

V.  c i t r e l l a  Y92-P7-S7, Too e a r l y  f o r  cornento 
V ,  cooloomia Y89-P7-S7, Watelred i n  & t h e n  monthly f i r s t  year  , 

B e a u t i f u l  plants-  No problemso 
V. dens i f  l o r a  3!88&8*P6-s6 0 No p r o b l e m o  
V ,dichrona Y ~ ~ - P I - S O ~  Died wi th in  3 monthso 
V drunnondii  Y ~ O - P ~ - S ~ ~  T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  year o Area floodec 

i n  winter  with up t o  3cm water i n  par t s ,  A t  l e a s t  
ground squelches under f e e t  f o r  2-3 months. P l a n t s  
look s t r e s sed  but  so f a r  they  recover and f lower 
we l l  i n  sumner, 

V o  e t h e l i a n a  Y89-P5-SO, T r i c k l e  watered I year before dyingo 
Y92-P5-S50 Overwhelmed by weeds & water, Too e a r l y  

f o r  comment on new plant ings,  
V o  end l i che r i ana  Y~O-P~-SI,  Very poor p l a n t s  t o  begin v i t h 0  

The s u r p r i s e  i s  t h a t  I survived, Another p l a n t  
( i n  ground) i n  nurse ry  watered da i ly ,  Both p l a n t s  
doing well ,  

V o  f r a g r a n s  Y 8 9 - ~ 4 - ~ 4 ,  T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  year,Flooded i n  
winter  & looks  a l i t t l e  s t r e s sed  but survives w e l l ,  

V o  g randis  Y8!B9O-P65-~47. Watered nonthly f i r s t  year ,  Leaves 
tend t o  turn da rk i sh  r e d  i n  winter so nay be 

. 
s t r e s s e d  by t h e  cold weather? In 2 years  some have 
grown to +no A l l  f lowering* 

V he l ichrysantha  Y89&90-P7- S5, Watered nonthly f i r  s t  year  o No 
problems with surviving p lantso  

V o  hueg e l i i  Y 8 8 & 8 ~ ~ 5 - ~ 4 ,  Flooded i n  winter,The 1988 one d i e d  
summer 199Orbrown & b r i t t l e ,  Previous experience 
sugges ts  spec ies  i s  n o t  always a s  dead a s  i t  
seems. Sure enough t h e y  have recovered i n  
aut- and have never looked Sack, 

V hughanii  Y88,8%9&P8-~S, Flooded i n  winter when l eaves  
t u r n  very dark  red ,  

V .  i ~ s i g n i s  Y90-P3-S20 Very wet i n  win te r  but  n i s s e s  f lood ing  
Leaves do n o t  t u r n  r e d o  



MEMBER REPORTS- (COMIWUED) 
V, lehmannii YBB-P2-S2. S t ressed  from winter  f looding but 

f lowers  i n  s m e r .  
V , l i n d l e y i  ~ 8 8 - ~ 2 - S 2 ~  St ressed  f ron winter  f looding but 

f lowers  1.1el1 i n  sumner~ 
V o  l o n g i s t y l i s  Y89-PI-SIO Near nursery-watered d a i l  . Does u; no t  mind d a i l y  waterkng but  has only had f lowers* 
V ,  n l n u t i f  l o r a  Y90-P3-SI. On edge of flooded sect ion.  

survivor  doing well ,  
V n i t ' c h e l l i a n a  Y ~ ~ - P ~ - s I .  Flooded winter ,  The four  l o s s e s  

occurred suddenly and I suspect  Phytophthera. We 
sprayed them wi th  F o s j e c t  and 1 has survived. A 
l a r g e  b e a u t i f u l  bush but wi th  few f l o v e r s o  Have now 
planted i n t o  d ry  dra ined  a rea .  

V ,  nonadelpha-vhite Y8q-P6-~5, J u s t  c l e a r  of f looded sect ion.  
V ,  nonadelpha-Kalbarri form ~ 8 9 - ~ 6 - ~ 4 ,  
V ,  nonadelpha-flwrs i n  heads Y89-P3-S3, Winter f looded, This  

year  t runk  has s p l i t  i n  3 so may n o t  survive summer. 
V o  n u l t i f  l o r a  Y90-P16-S20 The two t h a t  have survived a r e  i n  

t h e  s tock  garden vhere t h e y  a r e  watered d a i l y o  I 
don ' t  t h i n k  they  r e a l l y  need t h i s  but  survive ite 

V, n i t e n s  Y ~ ~ , ~ ~ S ~ ~ O - P I S - S I O ~  A l o t  of water runs pas t  i n  t h e  
winter  but they  a r e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  f loodedo Five were 
overgrown i n  t h e  po t s  and a r e  a l l  t a l l  and spindly.  
The o t h e r s  planted young from c u t t i n g  a r e  f i l l i n g  
out  wel l ,  

V. n o b i l i s  Y90-P2-SI, Well drained i n  winter-very dry i n  
summer, A l o t  of new shoots  around base l a s t  spr ing.  

V o  o c u l a t a  YQ2-P8-S60 Too e a r l y  t o  cormento Well drained i n  
winter- d r y  in  s u e r o  

V o  o v a l i f o l i a  Y8+P3-SOO T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  year. A l l  d i ed  
swamped wi th  weeds and watero  
Y92-P2-S20 Now i n  w e l l  dra ined  winter-dry s m e r  
spot0 

V p e n i c i l l a r i s  Y90-P9-S7, T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  year  .No 
problens even though f looded,  

V o  pennigera P2- SO, T r i c k l e  watered firs$ y e a r o  These were 
poor p l a n t s  so survival. was doubt fu lo  

V o  p i c t a  Y90-P9-S60 T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  year ,  The t h r e e  t h a t  
died were Very small p l a n t s  and may have needed a 
second year  of water ing,  

V o  phol idophylla  There a r e  2 su rv ivors  o u t  of 2 I be l ieve  bu t  
some plant labels have been l o s t  & I an no t  y e t  s u r e  

V o  p l m ~ s a - ~ ~ A ~  Y89-P36-$32* T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  yea ro  
V plmosa-white  Y89-P3-SIo T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  yearo  

nlmosa-flwrs. a corymb P 8 9 - ~ 2 - ~ 2 ,  T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  yea r  
V. plumosa-many Slt~rd.  i n  short spike  P2-S2, T r i c k l e  watered 

first year, There a r e  d idderent  v a r i e t i e s  of Ver t .  
plunosa but  I d o n ' t  know which n i n e  are .  A l l  a r e  
doing well ,  Water f lows p a s t  i n  winter  b u t  d o e s n ' t  
poolo The white flowered one f e l l  over i n  n idd le  
sunner and seemed t o  be dying, I put t h e  hose on i t  
and f o r g o t  t o  turn it o f f  f o r  2 dayso When I went 
back it was in  a pool of  water and s ince  has never  
looked backo About I00  seed l ings  of "At1 cane u p  
t h i s  year  i n  t h e  ba re  ground i n  a weed f r e e  a r e a  
we had sprayed wi th  Round Upo 

V o  p r i t z e l i i  Y92-PI-SIo Planted  May. Too e a r l y  f o r  cornento 
V o  pu lche l l a  Y9I-PI-SIo Watered monthly f i r s t  year. No problens. 

about t o  f lowero  



MEMBER COMMENT- (coNT~NITED) 
V *  r o e i  sFp0 neiogona p2-PI-SI .  Too e a r l y  f o r  conment. 
V o  serrata var*  l i n e a r i s  Y92-P2-S2. Too e a r l y  t o  coment .  Lost 

two i n  1990- 
V o  s tan inosa  Y~~-PIO-SIO. T r i c k l e  watered f i r s t  yea ro  Don't 

know which va r i e ty .  Very wet i n  winter  but b e t t e r  
drained than  some. Beaut i fu l ,  

V o  tunida  s s p ,  therogana Y92-P2-S2, Too e a r l y  t o  coment .  

1: t h i n k  you' w i l l  agree with n8 t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  very imposing co l l ec t ion .  
We w i l l  look forward t o  hearing l a t e r  of Judy's  progress o r  otherwise 
and e s p e c i a l l y  how p lan t s  respond over time t o  var ied  seasonal  pa t t e rns .  
Although P a r k e r v i l l e  i s  some d i s t a n c e  away from t h e  c o a s t  t h e  da ta  
and comnent g iven  nay we l l  apply t o  growings i n  o the r  c l i m a t i c  zones, 
and members genera l ly  w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  conpare t h e i r  r e s u l t s  with h e r s  
f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  species. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  r e s u l t s  which prompt me t o  make p a r t i c u l a r  coment .  
I no te  her  l a c k  of success wi th  some of t h e  round l e a f  species ,  viz. ,  
Verts. chrvsostachvg, dichroma and etheliana, These a l l  belong t o  a  
Sec t ion  of the genera, some spec ies  of which have f requen t ly  been 
repor ted  a  l i t t l e  f i c k J e o  Perhaps i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  
species  noted a l l  occur n a t u r a l l y  i n  deep sands and I would t h i n k  t h a t  
Judy' s l a t e r i t e  would n o t  provide comparable deep drainage. Vex%. 
&rvsastachvg has perhaps performed a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  g'tmerally than  t h e  
o the r s ,  b u t  never the less  can n o t  be taken t o o  l i g h t l y .  Perhaps wi th  
a l l  t h r e e  s p e c i e s  t h e  colder  winter  temperatures away from t h e  Coast 
nay be s i g n i f i c a n t ? ? ?  
I n  e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  V. e t h e l i a n a  has f r e q u e n t l y  appeared a l i t t l e  
unhappy i n  l a t e  Autwm, - p a r  titularly when flowering has  been delayed 
till l a t e  summer either from l a t e  plant ing o r  inf luenced by s m e r  
weather p a t t e r n s o  After  f lowering t h e  p l a n t s  appear very s t r e s sed  and 
on occasion d e f o l i a t e  completely. Recovery however f r equen t ly  occurs  
f r o n  mid w i n t e r  . 
Judy 's  comments i n  regard t o  V* h u e ~ e u ,  with  o f t e n  complete l a t e  
summer d e f o l i a t i o n  ( l a s t i n g  till early win te r ) ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  
Sydney performance and confirms t h a t  we should not  be i n  a  hurry t o  
conclude t h a t  specimens have gone t o  t h e  garden i n  t h e  skyo 

F - 

The reddening of t h e  l eaves  of V, nrandfs and V o  h u ~ h a n a  i s  a l s o  
cons i s t en t  wi th  Sydney behaviour* 

I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  comments on V o  mi tchel l iana ,  We 
need much nore  observat ion on t r i a l  growings of t h i s  spec ies  which has 
f r equen t ly  been repor ted  d i f f i c u l t  i n  near c o a s t a l  d i s t r i c t s  but 
r e l i a b l e  i n l a n d ,  which, on t h e  f a c e  seems con t ra ry  t o  Judy's  experience.  
I might add t h a t  t h e  b e s t  specimen I have seen was i n  Brian C r a f t e r r s  
garden a t  S e l l i c k t s  Beach, South Aus t ra l i a  which obviously i s  no t  very  
f a r  in land,  Perhaps i n  Judy ' s  case  khe poss ib le  r e s t r i c t e d  f a c i l i t y  
f o r  dee r o o t  penet ra t ion  combined with winter  f loading played a  p a r t  P i n  t h e  osses .  The reference  t o  Fos jec t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g .  It h a s  
been previous ly  drawn t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a s  a  counter t o  Phytophthera 
Root R B t o  We w i l l  awai t  f u t u r e  c o m e n t  f r o n  Judy, 

The r e p o r t  of the V. ~luclosa which recovered with l o c a l  hose f looding  
after blowin over in mid sunmer and being heavi ly  s t r e s s e d  was a l s o  
most interes f ing. I have noted t h a t  i n  s m e r  t h i s  spec ies  o f t en  
reflects d r y   rea at her patterns ~ x t r e m e  purpling of t h e  f o l i a g e  us l l a l ly  
recovers after good ra in ,  



PAT MOYLE, Mandurah, W.A. has made a number of observations which w i l l  
contr ibute  t o  our Itbank of understanding.l1 

She has noted t h a t  on occasion, sone species  show resentment t o  t i p  
pruning of leaders ,  V.  f r a ~ r a u  i s  one such specieso She has found 
t h a t  vhen cu t t i ngs  a r e  taken, ra ther  than t o  t ake  same f ron  leaders ,  
it i s  b e t t e r ' t o  cu t  p lan t s  back reasonably hard t o  lower branching. 
Other species which appear t o  cone i n t o  t he  same category a r e  Verts. 
monadelpha and chmsostaclzvgo 

Pat nakes a very in t e r e s t i ng  coment on V, n ~ a n m .  In  her experience, 
(and t h i s  i s  by no means i n s ign i f i can t  a s  sheand Norm have jus t  
made a decis ion t o  reduce t h e i r  garden population from over 70 t o  
40 odd), t h i s  species tends t o  r e a c t  unfavourably when forced t o  grow 
i n  close proximity t o  i t ' s  own kindo She noted t h a t  i n  the  wild a l so ,  
p l an t s  of t h i s  species a r e  r a r e ly  found growing c lose  together,  but 

!l other  ge e r  o r  specaeso  Accor i n  l y ,  i n  t h e i r  arden, 
t8%atE02tecimens wEicR have not done we1 ? a 5 e  no^ headed or  the  

compost heap, Wouldntt i t  make your hear t  bleed? 
f 

A sonewhat r e l a t e d  comment regarded V, cooloomia but i n  t h i s  case t he  
t rouble  was not  t h a t  t h e  p lan t s  were d e b i l i t a t e d  but t ha t  a couple had 
grown so vigourously ( t o  about 3 metres) t h a t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of the  
c lo thes  l i n e  was being threatened??? 

Referring aga in  t o  V o  c h r v s u & a c h ~ ~ ,  Pat noted t h a t  on occasion, 
specimens a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  slow before assuming vigorous growth. 

Another t i p  was t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  with some d i f f i c u l t  species,  the  
g lass  house can be used t o  advantage t o  hold specimens u n t i l  b e t t e r  
understanding has been achieved, 

I raised with Pat a matter which has prompted much thought i n  recent  
months, which i n  Sydney, have been a l i t t l e  on the  dry side,  and from 
some past experience s h o ~ ~ l d  have been good f o r  Verticordias* While 

. . mildews o r  moulds have not  been very troublesome, i n  contras t  t o  s o m  
wetter autumns, p lant  l o s se s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of young specimens have 
been grea te r  than  usual ,  I have wondered whether these losses  c-auld 
be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  weather t t e r n s  ex erienced i n  S dney f o r  the  two 
previous s p r i n  seasons. !?have note $ t h a t  most r o  h st growth of many 
s ec ies  i s  t o  %e expected from l a t e  winter  through t o  mid sunmer, when 
f yowering of many species would be expectedoThe recent  spring was 
unseasonally cold i n  Sydney through almost till &aso The previous 
spring was unseasonally dry  f ron  mid J u l y  till a f t e r  U a s o  I sought 
Pa t t  s opinion a s  to  whether t h i s  sequence of poor growing weather when 
plants  should be making vigorous g r o h b  may have contributed t o  t h e  
l o s se s  notedo She f e l t  inc l ined  t o  agree, 

F ina l ly  I questioned whether th ree  r eg i s t e r ed  Cult ivars ,  viz., Verts. 
ttVenus Pinktt ,  llVenus Princess" and tlWemnt s Findtt were products of 
t h e i r  gardeno The answer was aff i rmat ive ,  I th ink  we may hegr nore 
of then i n  due courseo 

ELIZABETH GEORGE, Alexander Heights, W o A a  has a l s o  made a s ign i f i can t  
observation i n  regard t o  pruning. She f e e l s  s t rongly  t h a t  t h e  ideal. 
t i n e  t o  do t h i s  i s  when t h e  plants  are i n  flower, not only t o  provide 
cut  flowers f o r  t h e  home but a l so  t o  r e s t o r e  p lan t s  t o  vigorous growth 
following t h e  s t r e s s  of flowering, and f u r t h e r  t o  promote nore conpact 
p lan t so  

To sone of u s  keen gardeners t h i s  snacks a l i t t l e  of vandalism but  



I do r e c a l l  t h e  extensive p lant ing  of V. monadel~ha i n  Brian C r a f t e r  s 
garden noted above. These p l a n t s ,  u n l i k e  my own specimens which s u f f e r  
a t  times a f t e r  f lowering wi th  d i e  back of o l d  flowered growth, a l l  
looked p a r t i c u l a r l y  hea l thyo Brian mentioned t h a t  they  were c u t  
r e g u l a r l y  a t  flowering, 

E l i zabe th  noted t h a t  l a s t  s w e r  i n  Pe r th  was very d r y  and t h a t  ' 

following some cold changes, nildew had been more of a problem than  
usual .  She r e c a l l e d  having seen a re fe rence  i n  I1Your Garden" back i n  
t h e  60  s t o  Chanonile t e a  being used e f f e c t i v e l y  on Roses t o  combat 
mildew a t t a c k ,  so decided t o  g ive  it a go t o  see  how it went with 
Ver t i co rd iaso  Resul ts  t o  d a t e  have been very  goodD The t e a  i s  s t r a i n e d  
of f  from t h e  pot and sprayed r e g u l a r l y o  It has  been used n o t  only on 
garden p lan t s ,  hut  on r ~ u r s e r y  pots  and or, c u t t i n g s  a t  t h e  propagation 
s t ageo  

With Yeast, Chamomile Tea and p o t t i n g  s o i l  s t e r i l i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Microwave, I wonder i f  we a r e  n o t  i n  danger of put t ing t h e  Kitchen 
under too much s t r a i n o  

KFRH RkTHiE, Greenbank meensland, reports V a  niteng and V m  stamiJ30sa 
gubsp. cyl indracea have established well in a very s$oney raised bed, 
and two V . d ensif lora have just been added. P l a n t s  of V* c u n n i n ~ h a n a  
a r e  s t i l l .  a l i v e  but growing slowlyo Kerry notes t h a t  t h e  year i n  
Queensland has  been except ional ly  dryo 

As noted i n  l a s t  Newsletter K e r  has grown V c  PIUD ? osa and h i s  
experiences i n  sout h-ea-st Queens and w i l l  increase our under s tanding 
of Verticordia tolerances i n  this c l i m a t i c  zone, I?e ? r i l l  be watching 
h i s  r e s u l t s  with VoQ w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t ,  a s  it h a i l s  
from t h e  t r o p i c a l  Northo 

HAZEL ATTHOFER, Burrendong Arboretum, Wellington, NSW now has a 
Verticordia bed progressing under t h e  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  of one of he r  
Arboretun staff and says that some a r e  doing very wel1,others a l i t t l e  
slow* The l a t t e r  does no t  surprise ne i n  view of the  drought s i t u a t i o n  
NSW CounYry has-  been experiencing of late, -. 

GARY LESKE, Por t  P i r i e ,  South Aust., r e p o r t s  nixed successes,nany n o t  
having grown beyond juveni le  s tage ,  Successful  ones are a s  follows:- 
V. s chrvsantha , densif  lora,  d r ~ ~ n d J J , ,  l i n d l e ~ l  and P ~ W O S ~ ~  
The f i r s t  f o u r  have been grown i n  bu i ld ing  sand and for  VV3 s chxvsantha 
and densi f lora?  slow r e l e a s e  Fe and a l i t t l e  coiq iranure was added. 
V. ~ l m o s a  specimens were g r ~ m  i n  sand o r  pea t - r ich  loan. 
A l l  of the above have flowered al though t h e  d i s p l a y  of V. densiflora 
was not good, 

D A V I D  RZNDELL, Cobram, Vic tor ia ,noted  t h a t  u s u a l l y  Ver t i co rd ias  p lanted  
before winter  do not  l i k e  t h e  cold wet weathere Establ ished p lants  
doing well  f o r  him include V . S  chrvsantha, densiflora,drumnondil ,  
b u e ~ e l u ,  lonaist~lis n i n u t i f  lora, rnitchelliana, nonadelpha , ni tens, 
phol idoohr l la ,  and p lmosa .  V. ~randj f lor$, planted May 91 i s  s t rugg l ing  
although another p l an t ed  Aug. 91 i s  doing b e t t e r .  
David's V. mitche l l i ana ,  planted Aug. 88 i s  flowering b e t t e r  each year .  
(half  h i s  luck), 

H i s  l o s ses  inc lude  V,s acerosq, l ind ley i  & l indleyi  subsp. PurDurea. 
David adds t h a t  he would be happy t o  send c u t t i n g  mate r i a l  t o  any 
member r equ i r ing  sameo 
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