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MEMBERSHIP 
The  Study Group welcomes t h e  fo l lowing new members :- 

Rob Charnock, 3 Stanway Aveo , s$ringwood , IT. S. W. 27770 
I rene  Bowd, 39 S t r i n g e r  Rdo, K e l l y v i l l e ,  N.S.W. 2153, 

Rob Charnock i s  t r y i n g  some exper inen ta l  germination of Ver t i co rd ias  
from seed by a t t e p t i n g  t o  break t h e  dormancies us ing  g i b b e r e l i c  ac id ,  
He has  had some previous successes  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t  t o  germinate species  
and f e e l s  same may be poss ib le  wi th  V e r t i c o r d i a s o  

iviembers who were atrare of t h e  serio-us road a c c i d e n t  sustalirled during 
t h e  s ~ r i n g  by Norn and Pat Moyle and a  r'riend 1 . r i l l  be pleased t o  
h e a r  i h a t  a l l  a r e  now making a  good. recovery, The b e s t  7-rishes of a l l  
of our Study Group Members w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  he wi th  them 

DONAT I O N S *  
The fol lowin 

-are- thankful  
g donat ions  i n  excess  of t h e  nominal annual subsc r ip t ion  
. l y  acknowl-edg ed--:- - ~ 

John Wakefield ------------------ $ 2.00 
S.G.A.P. V i c t o r i a  --------------- 
S.G.A. P. Geelong ---------------- 
S. G.  A. P. Canberra --------------- 
S.G.A. P. Sth* AustO ------------- 
Gordon C u r t i s  ------------------- 
Norm and Pat Moyle -------------- 
E r n i e  Koch -----------------me--- 

Rodger E l l i o t  ------------------- 
David Randall ------------------- 
S.G.A. P. New England ------------ 
Dave Gordon ..................... 
Alexo George - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -em- 

Judy Grolms ..................... 
Martin Swanson ------------------ 
David Andrew~ ------------------- 
Jeff  Jones ---------------------- 
S. G.A . P. N* So W. ----------------- 
Michael Mattner ----------------- 

A s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  News le t t e r  money received i n  excess of t h e  
nominal s u b s c r i p t i o n  of $3.00 w i l l  be regarded a s  a  donation t o  t h e  
Study Group u n l e s s  an i n t e n t i o n  has  been noted tha t - . such  excess 
should be a l l o c a t e d  a g a i n s t  a  sub sequent subsc r ip t ion ,  

C ORRECT I O N  h'E!\ISLETTER NO. 20 
Pat  Moyle has adviser! t h a t  t h e  c u l t i v a r  'Jert .  tli;Jemmt s  FindIt is  no 
longer  a v a i l a b l e  a s  t h e  s tock  p l a n t  has been l o s t o  

EE'd SPECDS OF VEF3XCORD;IAS 
In  Rewslet ter  Noo I 9  I made a  b r i e f  re ference  t o  t h e  discovery of 
a  new Ver t i co rd ia  spec ies  from t h e  region nor th  of t h e  Nurchison River, 
There a r e  no developments t o  n o t e  a s  ye t  a s  t o  t h e  naming and 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of same but  E l i z a b e t h  George has commented t o  me t h a t  
s e v e r a l  o ther  new V e r t i c o r d i a s  have now beer! rinearthed. ble w i l l  await  
f u r t h e r  news v i t h  i n t e r e s t ,  
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GRAHAM EASTWOOD. A fo l low up t o  my reference  i n  t h e  l a s t  Newsletter 
t o  an article i n  A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  No, I I O o  Graham, now l i v i n g  a t  
Batemans Bay, N. S.W. confirms t h a t  he i s  the  sane person who was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e ,  He says:- 

"My method has  n o t  a l t e r e d ;  no watering, no f e r t i l i s i n  , no 
vege ta t ive  r o t t i n g  mulches, b u t  ins t ead  of red  s c o r i a ,  7 so expensive 
h e r e ) ,  1 u s e  g rave l  f o r  mulching. I only depend on t h e  r a i n f a l l  
and no p l a n t s  su f fe r  d iseases .  

,Two specimens of Vert. chrysantha, (probably now V. chrysan the l l a  
according t o  t h e  recent enus revis ion)  , d id  s u f f e r  d i e  back l a t e  6 . l a s t  autumn; one l o s t  I/ of  i t s  f o l i a g e  and t h e  o the r  l o s t  2/3, 
The former has  now recovered(Sept. 931, while w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r ,  
recovery has  been good with l i t t l e  long term e f f e c t  s t i l l  n o t i c e a b l e ,  
A t h i r d  p lan t  i s  exce l l en t ,  about  6ocn wide x 40 cm high, 

I have a  Vert .  plumosa which i s  about t o  f lower,  I do no t  know 
which v a r i e t y  of t h e  spec ies  it i s  but i t s  f o l i a g e  i s  very hea l thy  
from top  t o  bottom. It i s  about 60 cm high and about 45 cm wideo 
It i s  i n  a  very shaded spot  g e t t i n g  sun only during summer months, 
b u t  I am concerned t h a t  flower buds a r e  not  a s  y e t  p l e n t i f u l .  Todays 
few mms of r a i n  nay however make some d i f fe rence  a s  r ecen t  weather 
h a s  been very  dry. Other V e r t i c o r d i a s  t h a t  I an confident  of and 
showing s igns  o r  new growth a r e  two V o  l i n d l e y i ,  40 cm high and 
ve ry  hea l thy ,  a  p r o s t r a t e  V. o x y l e ~ i ~ ,  a  g r a f t e d  V o  monadelpha, a  
V ,  d e n s i f l o r a  and a  s t ruggl ing  V.  n i t en3  which hovever has  r e c e n t l y  
been put t ing  on new growth. 

V ,  mitchell.iana, about 6 m e t r e s  from a  c l i f f  edge which drops - 
v e r t i c a l l y  about 33 metres t o  a  very pebbly rocky beach i s  a l s o  
v e r y  heal thy.  (Graham advised nore  r ecen t ly  however t h a t  t h i s  
specimen had s i n c e  died.  The reason f o r  t h e  l o s s  was no t  apparent  
t o  him from examination of t h e  r o o t  system). 

My bas ic  s o i l  i s  a  heavy c l a y  but  i n  some p l a c e s  t h e  previous o w 7 ' -  
had brought i n  a  grey sand, a  yellow c lay  with g rave l  i n  i t ,  and 
heavy type  of sand which i s  a l s o  greyish.  These introduced s o i l s  
s i t  on top  of t h e  bas ic  s o i l  so what t h e  p l a n t s  a r e  i n  v a r l e s .  Apart 
from t h e  V.s chrgsantha and plumosa t h e  o the r  p l a n t s  were bought 
l a s t  year so how they  progress t h i s  year w i l l  be very i n t e r e s t i n g .  

I do have a  few o t h e r  Ver t i co rd ias  but t h e s e  a r e  t e r r i b l y  s t r u g g l i n g  
and I am res igned  t o  t h e i r  l i k e l y  l o s s  a s  they  remain small- and 
seem r e l u c t a n t  t o  s t a r t  new growth. Although doub t fu l  of t h e i r  
success I thought I would g ive  them a  go a s  sometimes a  poor looking 
p l a n t  may succeed. By the  way I had t h r e e  V. monadelpha i n  my 
Drevious garden ind ica t ing  t h e i r  v e r s a t i l i t y  a s  Gippsland has a  very 
cold c l ima te  with a  very shor t  summer. They vere  hea l thy  and 
flowering ~.lhen I sold the property.It 

Graham r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  by B.C. Kowald reproduced i n  t h e  l a s t  
Newslet ter  which proposes t h e  u s e  of yeas t  t o  a id  p lant  e s t ab l i shmento  
He says:- 

"I read t h i s  over  and over again  t o  t r y  t o  ge t  a  rsicture of h i s  
method. It goes aga ins t  my f r a i n  but I do admit hk worked ou t  a 
c l e v e r  nethod of countering damping off of seed l ings  1.1hich was an  
eye npener. A t  m y  previous place I wopagated a  v a r i e t y  of seeds 
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 it^ a nor.th f a c i n g  box under an  eve. They were pot ted  on amd I put 
them under another  s h e l t e r e d  ( so  I thought):, eveo I d i d  not  however 
t a k e  i n t o  account t h e  ankle  t h a t  r a i n  can pour i n  wi th  t h e  h e l p  
of wind. I l o s t  a l l  of these  seed l ings  and vowed I ~ ~ o u l d  never t r y  
anything f o r c e f u l  o r  a r t i f i c i a l  again,  

It i s  a  I-ong t ime s ince  t h i s  I%7 r e p o r t  however and I am wondering; 
a r e  t h e  p l a n t s  s t i l l  su rv iv ing? i s  he now deceased?and d id  t h e  p l a n t s  
u l t i m a t e l y  c a r r y  on without t h e  yeas t?  We a r e  a l l  i n t r i g u e d  by 
t h i s  r e p o r t  and it i s  a  p i t y  we can never s a t i s f y  our t h i r s t  f o r  
knowledge of such a  method," 

Graham r e c e n t l y  paid me a  v i s i t  and we spent a  very enjoyable morning 
t a l k i n g  V e r t i c o r d i a s  a t  t h e  garden l e v e l  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h i s  
approaches t o  2 lan t ing  out  and a f t e r  t reatment  inc lud ing  e s p e c i a l l y  
pruning, on which he holds  s t rong views, 

H i s  approach t o  gardening with A u s t r a l i a n  Plants  i s  t o  avoid,  a s  f a r  
a s  poss ib le ,  a r t i f i c i a l  procedures. His avoidance of s p e c i a l  s o i l  
p repara t ion  and u s e  of minimum s ized  plant ing ho les  t o  l i n i t  s o i l  
d i s tu rbance  fo l lows  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  During r a i n y  weather excess  water 
i s  the reby  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  e n t e r  t h c  r o o t  zone and form super s a t u r a t e d  
c o n d i t i o n s  t o  be followed consequent ia l ly  by t h e  wel l  known de t r imen ta l  
r e s u l t s .  Furthermore in dry per iods  excessive drying of t h e  r o o t  zone 
t e n d s  t o  be obvia ted  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  condi t ions  which apply fol lowing 
l o c a l  d is turbance  and opening up of t h e  s o i l ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  should be 
conceded t h a t  wi th  l e s s  extreme and f requent  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  s o i l  
mois ture  content  r e l a t i v e  t o  n a t u r a l  undisturbed ground, r o o t  pathogen 
problems should be reduced. 

Graham a l s o  favours  t h e  approach adopted by David Randel l ,  repor ted  
i n  Newsletter No 19, of staging specimens p r i o r  t o  p lan t ing  ou t ,  i n  
s o i l  of s i m i l a r  t e x t u r e  t o  h i s  garden bed so a s  t o  achieve  b e t t e r  
s o i l  compa t ib i l i tyo  After p lant ing  he favours  maintenance of undisturbec 
s u r f a c e  condi t ions  around h i s  p l a n t s  even though such su r faces  nay 
become rock hardo 

I was very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  pruning procedures. P r i o r  t o  p lant ing  o u t  
he g i v e s  a  f a i r l y  severe  pruning as  he cons iders  t h a t  p l a n t s  su f fe r  
shock when mover; from t h e  more congenial  condi t ions  of t h e  nurse ry  
po t  t o  t h e  harsher  garden situation where they  w i l l  be  requi red  to 
e s t a b l i s h  without watering i n  and without any f u r t h e r  watering, even 
if d r y  weather ensueso He p l a n t s  a f t e r  r a i n  and p r e f e r s  t o  do so i n  
l a t e  autumn o r  e a r l y  winter  t o  o b t a i n  maximum a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  
expected milder seasonal  cond i t ionso  

As h i s  p l a n t s  develop they a r e  pruned t o  encourage m u l t i s t e m i n g  
r a t h e r  than  rangey growth form,which tends  t o  end up wi th  mature but 
d e f o l i a t e d  lower stems. He f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l -  l i f e  of a specimen 
i s  reduced when i t  i s  allowed t o  develop thus.  

Graham a l s o  expressed strong views on t h e  sub jec t  of p l a n t  dormancy. 
A l l  p l a n t s  r e q u i r e  a  r e s t i n g  period and with Aus t ra l i an  p l a n t s  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h i s  i s  o f t e n  t r i g g e r e d  a f t e r  t h e  s t r e s s e s  of f lowering 
by more r igorous  c l i m a t i c  condi t ions ,  He f e e l s  t h a t  i f  we t r y  t o  
circumvent t h i s  r e s t  period by a r t i f i c i a l  processes such a s  f e r t i l i s i n g  
o r  watering t h e  u l t i m a t e  Life  of t h e  specimen w i l l  be e f fec ted  t o  i t s  



det r iment ,  He f e e l s  t h a t  when p lan t s  a r e  allowed t h i s  r e s t i n g  period, 
whether whether it occurs  with dry  l a t e  summer seasonal  p a t t e r n s  a s  
experienced by Ver t i co rd ias  under n a t u r a l  cond i t ions  o r  wi th  d r y  
mid-winters a s  i n  Eas tern  Aus t ra l i a  more f r equen t ly ,  p l a n t  recovery 
w i l l  no t  on ly  be s t ronger  but h e a l t h i e r  and longer  l i v e d  specimens 
w i l l  r e s u l t ,  

4 
His evperience with t h e  spec ies  V. mitcbelliana warrants  comment. The 
l o s s  occurred i n  nid-spring a f t e r  t h e  p l a n t  had made good i n i t i a l  
growth. Examination of t h e  r o o t  system d i d  n o t  suggest a  r eason  f o r  
t h e  l o s s o  This  species  has genera l ly  proved d i f f i c u l t  t o  mainta in  i n  
c o a s t a l  d i s t r i c t s  whereas in land  it has presented fewer problems. I 
have r e f e r r e d  previously however t o  a  p l a n t  i n  Brian C r a f t e r s  garden 
a t  S e l l i c k s  Beach, South Aus t ra l i a ,  which was t h e  b e s t  example of t h e  
s p e c i e s  I hdve seen. The l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  specimen would seen t o  g ive  
t h e  l i e  t o  t h e  above observat ion  but perhaps South A u s t r a l i a s  very 
d ry  summer c l imate  nay have exerted s i g n i f i c a n t  inf luence ,  My i n t e r c  C1 
was t h e r e f o r e  s t i r r e d  when Graham f i r s t  r epor ted  h i s  specimen doing 
we l l  r i g h t  on t h e  N.S.W. sea coast ,  You can guess what my f i r s t  
quest ion t o  him was abouto 

I n o t e  t h a t  both i n  Grahams present garden and the  e a r l i e r  one t h e  
base  s o i l  i s  heavy i n  n a t u r e  and a l s o  t h a t  many p lants ,  inc luding  some 
of t h e  Boronias f o r  ins t ance ,  which I would have expected t o  have 
been d i f f i c u l t  t o  maintain,  were grown we l l ,  This c e r t a i n l y  g ives  ne 
food f o r  thought i n  regard t o  Ver t i co rd ias  a s  I have tended of l a t e ,  
t o  l e a n  a  l i t t l e  tovard t h e  use  of wel l  d ra ined  l i g h t e r  s o i l s ,  e ~ c e p t  
f o r  a  l i m i t e d  number of spec ies  where t h e r e  seemed t o  be a  preference  
f o r  heavier  t ex tu res .  Perhaps h i s  c u l t u r a l  procedures could u l t i m a t e l y  
extend t h e  range of spec ies  adaptable  t o  heavier  condi t ions ,  I note  
t h a t  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e s  i n  Aust ra l ian  P l a n t s  he does not  c la im t o  have 
been f r e e  from t h e  occas ional  loss .  

A t  t h e  very l e a s t  I ~rould  say t h a t  if our Study Group members a r e  
prepared In  l i k e  manner t o  t h i n k  o b j e c t i v e l y  and give something a  go 
we w i l l p r o g r e s s  nore quickly toward our o b j e c t i v e  v i z ,  t o  be a b l e  tr 
answer t h e  question:- How should I grow t h i s  Ver t i co rd ia?  

To those  vho ~ 2 j r  hzve srsne re se rva t ions  abo-at the  wr i t te r ,  word I would 
suggest  they  r e f e r  t o  Aus t ra l i an  Plants  NooI19 f o r  comment and 
photographs of Grahams e a r l i e r  garden., 

ERNIE KOCH, Matravill-e, K. S.W. returned from h i s  I992 spr ing  t r i p  t o  
. . v  er-tlcordia country determined t o  g i v e  t h e  genus a  d i s t i n c t  j o l t o  

Most of h i s  lawn had t o  go and h i s  wifes c l o t h e s l i n e  was r e l o c a t e d ,  
His  garden genera l ly  overlays sandstone with permanent moisture  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  about I metre g r a v i t a t i n g  from ad jacen t  neighborhood a r e a s ,  
Drains were f i r s t  put i n  t o  obvia te  r i s e  i n  m t e r  t a b l e  during wet 
weather,  He then introduced severa l  loads of g rave l ly  "propagat ing" 
sand, a  1 i t t l . e  yarden lime and a  l i t t l e  p e l l i t i s e d  poul t ry  manure, A 
concre te  mixer vas  used t o  mix these  with h i s  basic  s o i l ,  ( g r e y i s h  sand) 
and he f i n i s h e d  up laf i th  a  f r e e l y  drained e levated  garden sec t ion ,  

P lant ing  s t a r t e d  l a t e  i n  l a s t  Ju ly  and a  number of V e r t i c o r d i a s  a s  
~ r e l l  a s  some o the r  p lant  spec ies  a r e  doing p a r t i c u l a r l y  r , ~ e l l ,  d e s p i t e  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  secti-on of h i s  garden has  been given no a r t , i f b c i a l  
watering and t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a t e  spring and sumrier pe r iods  i n  Sydney 
have been except ional ly  dry. The p r o p g a t i n g  sari? noted has been used 
a s  a  mulch and. has veathered. t o  a  gravelly su r faceo  
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E r n i e ' s  m i n e  o b j e c t i v e  has  been t o  encourage h i s  p lants  t o  develop 
deep r o o t  systems which he f e e l s  wouldmake f o r  more robust  growth and 
longer  l i f e .  As w e l l  a s  h i s  planted specimens; he has  d i s t r i b u t e d  over 
t h e  g r a v e l l y  surface,  seed he had col lec ted  of nany o ther  p l a n t  species .  
These have germinated f r e e l y  and have continued t o  grow with vigour. 

The V e r t i c o r d i a s  which have th r ived  include two V.  g randis ,  i n  f lower 
when p lanted  and continuing t o  f l o  e r  with vigorous new growth till X t h e  present .  (Jan.  94). (Later  i n  t i s  N e ~ . ~ s l e t t a  I have descr ibe4  i n  
d e t a i l  t h e  pre-p lant ing  procedure he adopted which I be l i eve  i s  of 
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t ) ,  Also profuse c r i t h  f l o ~ ~ r e r  a t  t h e  present  t ime i s  a  
g r a f t e d  specimen of t h e  white  form of 'V. m o n a d e l ~ h a ~  Others which have 
done p a r t i c u l a r l y  we l l  a r e  g ra f t ed  V. l i n d l e y i  sspo  purwxea, 
V . densif larq,  s e v e r a l  V 0  chrgsan the l l a  and f o u r  V a plumosa var .  grandi- 
f1ora.A few s p e c i e s  have no t  performed qui te  a s  lrelZ a s  t h e  above, 
V .  ovalifola has  remained c h l o r o t i c  and has made l i t t l e  i f  any growth, 
V .  l o n p , i s t ~ l i s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  showing some l o s s  of leaf  colour and I 
b e l i e v e  this could be a t t r i b u t e d  i n  par t  t o  t h e  e r c e p t i o n a l l y  d ry  s p e l l  
of  summer weather we a r e  experiencingo Despite same t h e  spec ies  i s  
s tanding  up .re'-1 i n  Sydney i n  heavier loans so i t  could be t h a t  t h e  
l i g h t e r  s o i l  i s  n o t  qu i t e  so much t o  i t ' s  l i k i n g o  
V v c h r s s o s t a e h a s a  d id  not e s t a b l i s h ,  being l o s t  e a r l y ,  I 
have f a i l e d  s e v e r a l  t imes s i m i l a r l y  with it i n  l i g h t  sandy condi t ions .  
A specimen noted  elsewhere i n  t h i s  Ne~!lsletter has  been grown i n  a  
medium t e x t u r e d  loam i n  Sydney and has es tabl i shed  well  . Perhaps t h e s e  
c o m e n t s  would support  an observat ion made from propagated c u t t i n g s  
where t h e  e a r l y  r o o t  development tended t o  be l a t e r a l l y  r a t h e r  than 
v e r t i c a l l y  and t h e  inference  taken t h a t  very l i g h t  s o i l  cond i t ions  
may n o t  be t o  i t s  l i k i n g o  

I w i l l  be fo l lowing with s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t h e  progress of E r n i e ' s  
garden inc lud ing  h i s  I1lucky dip1'  of seedl ingso I be l ieve  t h e  f r e e l y  
d r a i n i n g  c h a r a c t e r  of h i s  s o i l  should be i d e a l l y  su i ted  t o  many 
V e r t i c o r d i a s  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  those which tend t o  develop n a t u r a l l y  
d e e D . 1 ~  p e n e t r a t i n g  r o o t  systems. I r e c a l l  a  comnent made back i n  t h e  
e i g h t e e s  by a r e s i d e n t  of Eneabba t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  permanent f r e s h  
wa te r  could be found about a  metre below t h e  sur face  throughout t h e  
whole of t h e  d i s t r i c t o  This  i s  no t  r e a l l y  apparent from t h e  su r face  
c o n d i t i o n  of w h i t i s h  sand with l a t e r i t e  evident  i n  many p laceso  

DAVID AWDRWS,  Canley Xeights,  1Li.S.W. r e p o r t s  a  few l o s s e s  r e c e n t l y  
f rom h i s  e l e v a t e d  sand bedo Most of these occurred during l a t e  spr ing 
w h i l e  he was on vacat ion  and he f e e l s  t h a t ,  while he had considered 
them reasonably  es t ab l i shed ,  l ack  of a t t e n t i o n  during t h e  d r i e r  than  
u s u a l  spr ing  weather ? a t t e r n  had been a  l i t t l e  more than they  could 
stand. H i s  losses included V e r t s o  P e n n i ~ e r a ,  ~ c h r o m a , ~ u l c h e l l q ,  
&t;rellg, lindlea and o n l e p j  s, 

Surv ivors  which a r e  carrying on pa r t i cu l a r l y  ~lrell are Verts. a t t e n u a t a ,  
.aluaosa, chr_vsanthella2 dens i f  l o ra  aaminosa  ssp.  s tanino sa,  crebra, 
minutif lo ra ,  l o n ~ i s t y l i  g and ~ o l y t r i c h a ,  

The above losses pose a quest ion about growing i n  low n u t r i e n t  sand 
which, under t ' a v e r a ~ e l l  seasonal  spr ing weather condi t ions  i n  Sydney 
can  a s s i s t  i n  s o i l  pathogen controlo ',hen such weather i s  a l i t t l e  
l e s s  f a v o u r a b l e  f o r  g ~ o ~ ~ t h ~  a s  in t he  s p r i n g s  of 1991 and 1992, 
however, perhaps t h e  growth of some species can su f fe r  from l a c k  of 
r o b u s t n e s s o  

I have had a number of lassos similarly t o  David and am c u r r e n t l y  
t r i a l l i n g  some species w i t h  heavy loam base s o i l  l ightened 
t o  $a.ridy t o p  stratum over about 200m, 
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Recent Ver t i co rd ia  r e c r u i t s  TED NEWMAN AND WIE?E: PAT KENYON a r e  w e l l  
s i t u a t e d  t o  add an e v t r a  dimension t o  our Study Group research.  F i r s t  -- - 
plHntings were made l a s t  August on t h e i r  7q a c r e  proper ty  a t  Dural, 
N . S . ~ ~ ~ ( W o u l d n ~ t  it be n i c e  t o  have room t o  indulge yourse l f  growmg 
a i l  those  Aus t ra l i an  p l a n t s  you have had t o  knock back because you 
were running out  of p lant ing  space), 

S o i l  type  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  a l l o c a t e &  f o r  Verticordias could be described 
a s  a  medium textured  loan  v i t h  a  small  percentage of concretionary 
i r o n s t o n e  pebbleso Although s o i l  of t ih is  type i s  common around Sydney 
i n  e l eva ted  a r e a s  t h i s  i s  the  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  we have had t o  t r i a l  
grow V e r t i c o r d i a s  i n  it, Resul ts  ~ ~ i 1 3  b e  watched w i t h  in te res t ,  

They have done a  g r e a t  d e a l  of preparatory work on t h e i r  property,  
cons t ruc t ing  elevated beds, ad jus t ing  s o i l  pH and adding Gypsum, The 
Verticorclia s e c t i o n  has  beer1 b u i l t  u p  a p p r o x ~  600m and enjoys f u l l  
sun with no restriction t o  a i r  movemento The Ver t i co rd ias  have been 
unfertilised and unnulched, Apar t  from an i n i t i a l  water ing  at t h e  c 
p l a n t i n g  and a weekly water ing  during Sydney's exceptional ly d r y  ear ly  
summer cond i t ions ,  they have had t o  fend f o r  themselveso The method 
of p l a n t i n g  was of p a r t i c u l a r  interesto Plants Inrere f i r s t l y  pre-watered 
in t h e  p o t s  before  planting out  i n t o  unwatered holeso A p l a n t i n g  
time a f t e r  r a i n  was selectedo As some of the  specimens had been pot ted  
i n t o  a very  open n i x  t h i s  f e l l  away as they were taken from t h e  p o t s  
l eav ing  them bare  r o o t e d o  With some o t h e r s  excess coi l ing  had developed 
i n  t h e  po t s  and same was discardedo Ted feels strongly that it i s  
u n d e s i r a b l e  t o  put israter i n t o  pl-anting, holes but r a t h e r ,  as  noted, Lo 
water  i n  from t h e  t o p  i n  order t o  avoid formation of a s i l t  barrier 
between t h e  roo t  system and t h e  general  garden soil-a 1 certainly could 
n o t  argue with t h i s  a s  t h e  p lants  i n  general have grown on wi th  
excep t iona l  vigour ,  appearing not  t o  have suffered furthermore from 
t h e  r o o t  d is turbanceo To a s s i s t  es tabl ishment  p lan t s  were protected 
f o r  a  few weeks a f t e r  pl-anting with " b e l l  jars1' from 2 l i f n e  f l a g o n s o  

Well e s t ab l i shed  specimens incl-ude Verts. ~lumosa ,  p i t ens ,  d e n s i f l o r a o  
L p i  styli3 2 staminosa s sp  cvlLridracea vax, erecta , c h r ~ s a n t h e l l a ,  
2 pl.u?~osa var.  ~ ranc i i f lo ra ,  h u ~ e l i i  var. decunbens, chrysostachys VE 
p a l l i d a  and b r a c h v ~ o d a ~  Many of these  have now been c u t  back f o r  
c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  and t o  encourage them t o  develop a more bushy h a b i t o  
TWG p l a n t s  %rere l o s t  e a r l y  from r a b b i t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  and a  t h i r d ,  
y rnonadelpha (~lrhite form) , i s  s t ruggl ing ,  ( Jano 94) and nay no t  su rv ive ,  

In addition t o  the above 2 specimens of Verticordia deasiflora a r e  of 
special interest, They wefe planted a t  t h e  same t i m e  from nature 
nursery  stock, They had been grown i n  225mrfi pots f o r  some4 yea r s  o r  
mpre and had developed a mul t ip le  stem s t r u c t u r e  t o  a he ight  of approx, 
12 metres* A p a r t  from regular watering t h e  only f e r t i l i s i n g  had been 
a very l i t t l e  so luble  plant  food, About 4 months p r i o r  t o  plant ing 
about  2 / 3  of t h e  mature wooded o l d e r  stems were c u t  back t o  newer 
shoo t s ,  reducing t h e  he igh t  t o  about I metre,and a  l i b e r a l  d ress ing  of 
p e l l i t i s e d  p m ~ l t r y  manure given. 

A t  ~ l a n t i n g  they were presoaked fLor about ha l f  an hour i n  watero *en 
removed f ~ o m  t h e  p o t s ,  t h e  roots, a s  would be expected,were excess ive ly  
c o i l e d  a t  t h e  bottoms of t h e  pots and thoroughly matted around t h e  
s idesa Firstly the bottom 25m of r o o t  was cut  off us ing  a  sharp snzdeo 
The spade w a s  then completely plunged through t h e  r o o t  boles  i n  two 
directions and t h e  f ou r  sections opened out by hand, A s  noted above 
p lan t ing  was done without  using water i n  t h e  holes  but t h e  p l a n t s  
were watered i n  from t h e  t o p , ( ~ i t h  f i n g e r s  crossed) , 
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The p l a n t s  were no t  mulched o r  given any o t h e r  s p e c i a l  t reatment  and 
have continued t o  produce new growth* i n  e a r l y  December the remaiwng 
1/3 of t h e  o l d e r  mature stems were removed leaving new growth only, 
from ground level0  One of t h e s e  p l a n t s  has been more vigorous 
throughout than t h e  o t h e r  and t h i s  i s  s t i l l  ev iden to  W e  will keep 
you posted=on t h e  t h e i r  progress  o r  o the rwise  given t h i s  r a t h e r  b ru ta l  
t reatment ,  

# 
DAVID RANDALL, Cobram, V i c t o r i a  , has forwarded (July 93) ,a  comprehensive 
update on h i s  Ver t icordiaso  A s  noted i n  a n  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t ,  t o  achieve 
c o m p a t i b i l i t y  wi th  h i s  garden s o i l  and hopefu l ly  b e t t e r  es tabl ishment ,  
he adopts  a  pol icy  of r e p o t t i n g  nlants f i r s t l y  i n t o  s o i l  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h a t  of h i s  e levated garden beds; red sandy loamo Base n a t e r i a l  of 
h i s  garden i s  red c lay ,  David says:- 

"For t h e  l a s t  year  t h e  weather has  been n o s t  unusual ,  being very 
d r y  through l a s t  winter  and t h i s  win te r  so f a r ,  and very wet from 
October untiib t h e  end of Februaryo Through t h i s  period i t  doesn ' t  
seem t o  have made any d i f f e r e n c e  when I planted V e r t i c o r d i a s  with 
most doing 0.K.V 

In t h e  f o l l o ~ ~ l i n g  l i s t  She nonth of p lan t ing  fo1lo:ss t h e  spec ies  nane. 
Members w i l l  r e l a t e  David's  conments t o  t h e i r  own experiences with the  
v a r i o u s  species ,  

. * v hrowll------- I0.920Trouble g e t t i n g  a  p lan t  going but t h i s  one 
doing w e l l  now-0.2x0.2 i n  f u l l  sun, 

V. chrysantha---- b088.Broken back by c a t  o r  dog but  recovered wel l ,  
0 . 2 ~ 0 . 6  i n  f u l l  sun- F l r s .  10-I Io  

Lo densiflorq---- 5.91 &c 8091.Growing well-  F u l l  sun- F l r s .  12-1 
Q.6x0.6 &Oo5x0,4 m r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

V, dens i f lo ra  var. cespitosa 5093 - Ful l  suno 
v. druwnondii---- 5.91 & 8m910Grev i l l ea  spread t o  both making s o i l  

v e r y  d ry  but both  grorsring rklell, ( d i f f e r e n t  
p l a n t s  c l o s e  by lost) .0.9xO04 & 0 . 6 ~ 0 . 3 ~  
Flowers 12-2, 

V. endlicheriana ssp.  anprustifolia. 5.93 - Full sun. 
V. f a s t i ~ i a t a - - - -  5.93. F u l l  suno 
V, ~aleata------- IO092,Graf t e d  -Craning well- full sun-0 .3~0,2n~ 
V . huegelii------ 3.93, Self soram 0.2x0.2m- Previous p l a n t  l o s t  

overgrown by He l ip te rm roseum. 
V .  1indleyA------ 5. 9 Z 0 V  ery happy - Morning sun-Flrs 12-4- 0sbxo.bm* 
V , l o n ~ i  stylis---  9091aFull sun-Flrd.only once I & 2.91-003x002. 

do. do. ----- 5. 2 0  Part sun -Growing well-Rot f l r d o - O o 3 5 ~  0.30 
V. minutiflora--- ~c~8B.Ful l  sun-Very dense,happy~0.kx0.~m-FlrsIP-2. 
V ,  monadel~ha---- 5.82aOld & woody wi th  less flrsa- 0.3 x 0.6~1, 

do ,  doo ----- I0 ,920Ful l  sun - Grotring well -0.3r0.3mo 
V. r n o n a d e l ~ h a ( ~ h i t e ) 0 5 0 9 2 0  F u l l  sun-Growin well-Flrs  12-It0m3~Oo30 
V. n i t ens  ------- 8 0 3 ~ . F ~ l l  sw -Fly~. I-$, 0 ~ ~ x 0 . ~ m 0  
V .  pholidophvlta-- 8,qO.very happy - Flrs 12-2 - 0.9x0.7m0 
V .  ~lumosa-------- 11~89.Appears dead each summer but  greens up ~ ~ 4 t h  

r a i n  - Flrs 10-12 -Oo4x0,4m, 
doe do.-------- I O o  92. Stays  green a l l  yea r  - F l r s  10. 12-0~2x0.2rn~ 
do, do,-------- S093.Growing well---Above 3 loo): t o  be d i f f o  form: 

Severa l  unnamed spec ies  >!ere a l s o  inc luded i n  Davids l i s t .  

The d e f o l i a t i o n  a f t e r  f lowering of a  form of V .  plumosa i s  not  t h e  
f i r s t  tirne t h i s  phenomenon has  been observed. On occasion t h e  fol-iage 
t u r n s  a  deep purp l ih  colour  t o  recover  about  A p r i l o  
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David adds:- 

"Others I have i n  pots bui ld ing  up  numbers a r e  V.s acerosa, aurea ,  
g ~ a n d i s ~  nrandif lora, helichrvsantha, l i n d l e s i  s s p  purpurea, n o b i l i s ,  
~itchelliana,mult~f1o~a~oxyle~is~ plwnosa var .  v a s s e n s i s , p r j t z e l i ~ ,  
r o e i  staminosa and rennieana , 

I l o s t  my p l a n t s  of V . 3  grandif b r a ,  rand s and mitchellianq i n  
%tche l l i ana  died.  t h e  garden a f t e r  the  wet summeq I-ains 

V .  ~ r a n d i f l o r a  seems t o  go ye1lol.r and then  d i e  i n  t h e  ground, 
V.  g r a n d i s  drops i t s  leaves  a s  i t  slowly cliesoI1 

David's comment on V. ~ r a n i l i f l o s a  echoes ny exper iences  with t h i s  
spec ies ,v izo  yellowing and d ie ing  a f t e r  f lower ing .  I have vondered i f  
i t  may be d e s i r a b l e  t o  remove t h e  flower buds from young specimens 
so t h a t  they may mature before being subjected t o  t h e  s t r e s s  of 
f lo1,~oring ,, 

J U D Y  GROWMS, Pa rke rv i l l e  W.A. ,  whose ex tens ive  V e r t i c o r d i a  p l a n t i n g r  
were noted i n  t h e  l a s t  Ne.. lsletter,  adds t h e  fo l lowing comment, (Aug. > J )  8 -  

!'The Vert. ethelianas we p lanted  i n  I992 a r e  flol-lering; t h e  ~ ~ r h o l e  
s i x  of then. This  planting has l e s s  weeds, i s  b e t t e r  d ra ined  and 
i s  protected by some Acacia pulchel la  and I t h i n k  t h e  f r o s t  d i d n ' t  
penet ra te  so eas i ly .  Lovely a r e n ' t  they? 

I an about t o  t r y  t h e  yeas t  t reatment  on V e r t i c o r d i a  cut t ings.They 
a r e  growing slowly but no t  powering ahead a s  I t h i n k  they  should.It 

I be l ieve  Judy makes a  very s i g n i f i c a n t  po in t  r e  f r o s t  i n  regard  t o  
V .  e the l i ana , In  t h e  northern a r e a s  c lose  t o  t h e  Murchison River where i l  
grows i t  would n o t  be subjected t o  f ros toFur the rmore  it grows a s  an  
undershrub i n  t a l l  shrublando Th i s  s i t u a t i o n  would tend t o  even ou t  
both  summer and winter temperatures,  I have formed an impression i n  
Sydney t h a t  specimens a r e  b e s t  loca ted  i n  c l o s e  proximity t o  t a l l e r  
f o l i a g e .  Growth otherwise i s  good f o r  most of t h e  year  but  t h e  danger 
period when most l o s s e s  have occurred i s  e a r l y  win te r  when p l a n t s  
car ry ing  lush  l a t e  s m c r  grolath have been erposed t o  sudden colcier 
vea ther .  

1 an  pleased Judy has a1c.o noted her  intent?:.on t o  t r y  out  B.C.Ko~.rald's 
y e a s t  treatment.  Comments l a t e r  i n  t h i s  regard should be i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
I have a l s o  comrflenced some t r ea tmen t s  but have no t  a s  y e t  formed an  
opinion. With so many f a c t o r s  which may i n f l u e n c e  p lan t  development 
i t  i s  clifficul-t t o  make conclusions quickly, 

DOUG MCKENZIE, Ocean Grove, V i c t o r i a  i s  cont inuing  t o  make p rogress  
wi th  h i s  Ver t i co rd ia  g ra f t ing  p r o j e c t  and has promised a complete 
update  of h i s  r e s u l t s  sone time next  year. Doug adds:- 

l tFurther  t o  t h e  l a s t  r epor t  I have been experimenting with Ver t s ,  
g ra f t ed  on t o  Geraldton Wax. While t h i s  i s  n o t  an i d e a l  s tock  here 
i t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  b e t t e r  r o o t  system t h a t  t h a t  of t h e  subgenus 
Eperephes, Sect. Pennuligera, i.e. a11 of t h e  round l e a f  V e r t i c o r d i a  
and a l s o  t h e  o ther  Ver t i co rd ias  i n  t h e  subgenus. I l o s t  most of 
these  on Darwinia c i t r iodora  and a  v a r i e t y  of o t h e r  r o o t s t o c k s  
and found compat ib i l i ty  problems, but so f a r  w i t h  Geraldton Wax, 
no incompa t ib i l i ty  has shown upo Some, such a s  V. g rand i s  and 
V, dichroma, a r e  now over 18 months old and have grown very \ ? e l l  
indeed, with several  f ln~~re r ings .  

Some problems have pers is ted  wi th  f'ungsl l e a f  t r o u b l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  l ea f  drop syndromeOl1 
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~ o u g  i s  doing very va luab le  work wi th  h i s  r e sea rch  i n t o  g r a f t i n g  
V e r t i c o r d i a s  and we w i l l  look forward t o  h i s  promised updated r e p o r t o  
R e s u l t s  from h i s  l abours  a r e  a l r e a d y  becoming a v a i l a b l e  from r e t a i l  
n u r s e r y  o u t l e t s ,  

C o m e n t  f r o n  GORDON CURTIS,  Happy Val ley ,  South A u s t r a l i a  i s  of 
p a r t i c u l a r  interest* H e  h a s  had b m t  r e s u l t s  with t h e  small  l e a f  
v a r i e t i e s  and f inds  t hey  grow on q u i t e  well .  The round l e a f  forms 
such a s  VerLicordia  randi is tend t o  r o t  i n  t h e  s t r i k i n g  medium u n l e s s  
mois tu re  content  i s  c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d o  Gordon says:- 

"1 was success fu l  i n  root ing some Vert. grandis us ing  Oasis wedges 
s e t  i n  3" pots  w i t h  50/50 coarse sand and peat,  These were covered 
bjt a  2 l i t r e  p l a s t i c  b o t t l e ,  (bottom removed), and k e p t  on damp 
sand i n  a  g l a s s  houseN. 

I can a l s o  r e p o r t  reasonable success i n  propagating t h i s  spec ies  
u s i n g  a  r a t h e r  s i m i l a r  method t o  Gordon t o  ensure t h a t  t h e  l eaves  
a r e  pro tec ted  from wett ing,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  water r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  l e a f  
a x i l s  i s  a  prime cause of fungal problems w i t h  propagat ion of many 
o f  t h e  round l ea f  Ver t i co rd iaso  

Gordon has  found t h a t  growing on of h r t i c o r d i a  grandis i s  proving 
a  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t ,  not ing t h a t  a f t e r  a shor t  period p l a n t s  became 
dormant. Evidence t o  d a t e  would confirm t h a t  t h i s  dormancy phase 
in t h e  establ ishment  per iod wjth t h i s  spec ies  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  cownono 
1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  the r o o t  systems of newly propagated specimens o f t e n  
r e s e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  such a s  plant ing out.Leader growth nay s t o p  and 
i n i t i a t e  some dropping of o lder  leaves.  New growth may then  be 
delayed f o r  a period u n t i l  favourablle weather encourages same, If such 
weather  does  no t  fo l low i n  ' reasonable t ime the  young speclmen nay 
n o t  survive,  The spec ies  has f r e q u e n t l y  exhib i ted  ano the r  p a r t i c u l a r  
growing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  which, I be l i eve ,  can have a  bear ing  on 
es tabl i shment ,  When t h e  growing t i p  has  been l o s t  o r  removed, new 
growth commences well back from the  t i p  r eg ion  and g e n e r a l l y  a f t e r  
t h e  d e f o l i a t i o n  noted above and a f t e r  a  degree of hardening of t h e  
stemo 

For  i n i t i a l  pot t ing  on I have found it d e s i r a b l e  t o  hold speczmens 
i n  t h e  g l a s s  house f o r  an extended period u n t i l  a c t i v e  growth 
recommences. I have a l s o  found t h a t  garden e s t a b l i s h n e n t  i s  e a s i e r  
when specimens a r e  planted out  e a r l y  i n  a period of t i p  growth r a t h e r  
t h a n  when t h i s  growing phase i s  wel l  advanced. A f u r t h e r  obse rva t ion  
i s  t h a t  genera l ly ,  grovth,  r a t h e r  than being continuous,  tends  t o  
be r e g i s t e r e d  throughout the year i n  a  s e r i e s  of stop/go b u r s t s o  

Perhaps some of our Study Group members nay have had exper iences  e i t h e r  
i n  confirmation of o r  i n  cont radic t ion  t o  the  above c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 2 ? ,  

A pre-plant ing t rea tment  adopted by E r n i e  Koch and d e s c ~ i b e c i  below 
appears  t o  o f f e r  a  u s e f u l  method of overconing some of t h e s e  
es tabl i shment  problemso 

A f u r t h e r  comment on i n  regard t o  propagat ion 
may be appropr ia t e  hereo  When a c t i v e  growth perio$,s occur  t h e  degree  
of v igour  seems t o  be influenced considerably by t h e  weather a t  t h e  
t ime and may be r e l a t i v e l y  shor t  a t  t imes,  Flower buds f r e q u e n t l y  
a r e  formed a f t e r  r e l a t i v e l y  shor t  growth and when t h i s  s t a r e  of growth 
h a s  been reached propagation i s  t o  say t h e  l e a s t  extremely d i f f i c u l t ,  
B e s t  r e s u l t s  have been f ron  mid-length shoots  from g l a s s  house s taged 
s t o c k  p l a n t s  or  s h o r t e r  shoots f r o n  garden specimens 



A PREPLANTIMG T R E A T ~ N T  FOR WRTICORDIA GRANDIS.  

The fol lowing t rea tment  t o  e s t a b l i s h  Ver t icordia  p,randiq has been 
adopted wi th  success  by E r n i e  Koch. ( refer  r e p o r t  above) 

 is garden s o i l  i s  l i g h t  textured and freely dra in ing  t o  about I metre 
where permanent c a p i l l a r y  moisture e v i s t s ~  H e  f e l t  i t  would be h igh ly  
desirable to pre-stage his p l a n t s  in a mix that would be reasonably 
compatible w i t h  his sailS Lo devefop before planting out a reasonably 
deep  r o o t  system, to stage t h e  specimens under f u l l  sun, and to apply 
minimal w a t e r i n g  without t h e  f o l i a g e  becoming wet e i ther  from sane 
OF from raina 

He constructed a  "mini g l a s s  houseIt on a  f l a t  roof sec t ion  of h i s  
home, The nor the rn  f a c e  of sane was l e f t  openo Staging l1pots1l were 
from 125m .WC piping c u t  t o  450mm longF ii saw cu t  the  f u l l  l enp th  of 
one s i d e  . made t o  f a c i l i t a t e  easy plant  removalo The pipes were 
stood i n  convent ional  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  saucer S O  

Thc po t t ing  medium used cons i s t ed  of 50150 good qua l i ty  commercial 
mix and coar se  r i v e r  sando A l i t t l e  garden line was added t o  adjust 
t h e  pH t o  n e u t r a l  and t r a c e  elements a t  t h e  r a t e  of 2 teaspoons per  
bag of po t t ing  mixo In t h e  lower ISOmm of t h e  p i p e s  I teaspoon of 
low phosphorus Osmocote was mixed in .  

P o t t i n g  u p  was done i n  A p r i l  and f i n a l  plant ing i n  t h e  garden made 
i n  late Jul 93,, By this t i m e  the specimens had produced roots ( f leshy 
match sizedy, t o  t h e  hottoms of t h e  p i p e s  and flovrering had commenced. 
They were watered weekly from t h e  top,r.rithout wetting t h e  f o l i a g e  
(as noted above), until t h e  saucers n v e r f  lowed, A t  f o r n i g h t l y  in terva ls  
2 d r o p s  per litre of Hormone 20  were included i n  t h e  watero 

As noted above i n  t h e  r e p o r t  on h i s  garden the  ~ l a n t s  did n o t  r e g i s t e r  
any s e t  back a t  plant ing . Furthernore they have continued t o  put 
on new growth and have continued t o  f lowero 

1 would n o t  consider t h e  above t reatment  vould be appropr ia t e  f o r  
gardcns with heavy or s h a l l o w  s o i l  condi t ions where waterlogging 
could be a problem, but  may well besu i t ab le  f o r  o ther  s o i l  t ypes  
p r o v i d e ?  adequate deep  drainage i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  

Perhaps  a l s o  this treatment may be p r o f i t a b l y  appl - ied  to some o t h e r s  
of t h e  round leaf Ver t i co rd ia  snecies such as Vertso oculate, a l b i d a ,  
d ichroma and arcentea in order to advance them t o  greater  maturity 
befo re  p lan t ing  outo E r n i e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  experimenting w i t h  a number 
of o ther  V e r t i c a r d i a s  and a specinen of Vert, ovalifmliq is making 
excep t iona l ly  good growth in t h e  "potno 

H.M.Hewett-- A. S. G.A. P. Ver t i co rd ia  Stud.y Group Leader. 
11 Harve Place,  Cherrybrook 2126. 
Te l .  (02y 484 27660 


	Text1: 


