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MEMBERSHIP
The Study Group welcomes the following new members :-

Rob Charnock is trying some experimental germination of Verticordias
from seed by attepting to break the dormancies using gibberelic acide.
He has had some previous successes with difficult to germinate species
and feels same may be possible with Verticordias.

Members who were aware of Llhe serious road accident sustained during
the spring by Norm and Pat Moyle and a rfriend will be pleased to
hear that all are now making a good recovery. The best wishes of all
of our Study Group Members will certainly be with them

DONAT TONS.

The following donations in excess of the nominal annual subscription
—are thankfully acknowledged = —

John Wakefield -----=w---cc-cec-= % 2.00
S.G.A.P. Victoria =s=—mescam—ecam~e= 7,00
S.G.A.P. Geelong ==-=-=eececc—cm- 2.00
SOG-A.P. Canberra --------------- 2-00
8.G.A.P. Sth. Aust, =--=-cecawc=-- 12.00
Gordon Curtis =---=-=remcccceccca- 2.00
Norm and Pat Moyle =--=-=ccec-—c—w- 2.00
ERndelloch Ee st e SIS B e == o 7.00
Rodger Elliot ===--c-coecmac——mn L.00
David Randall -----rrrececcecc——ea- 2.00
S.G.A.P. New England -------~---- 7,00
Dawie JGonRdon] naa s — e Tt e 7400
Ailere Nl oo == e e 7.00
JudVaG RO S R = e Taes s e 10.00
Martin Swanson =-----=c-c-ce—aca-- 2.00
David Andrews ==-—=——cceccrmeecco—=- 2.00
Jeff Jones —=-~--=ccmcmmmmmeeee 4,00
S.G.A.P. NeSuW, =ememcccccccace=x 27.00
Michael Mattner ----=-c-ceceua—-o 4,00

As stated in the last Newsletter money received in excess of the
nominal subscription of $3.00 will be regarded as a donation to the
Study Group unless an intention has been noted that such excess
should be allocated against a subsequent subscription.

CORRECTION NEWSLETTER NO. 20

Pat Moyle has advised that the cultivar Vert. "Wemm's Find"is no
longer available as the stock plant has been losts

NEW SPECIES OF VERT ICORDIAS

In Newsletter No. I9 I made a brief reference to the discovary of

a new Verticordia species from the region north of the Murchison River.
There are no developments to note as yet as to the naming and
description of same but Elizabeth George has commented to me that

several other new Verticordias have now been tunearthed. We will await
further news with interest.
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GRAHAM EASTWOOD. A follow up to my reference in the last Newsletter
To an article in Australian Plants No. I10. Graham, now living at
Batemans Bay, N.S.W. confirms that he is the same person who was
responsible for the earlier article. He says:-

"My method has not altered; no watering, no fertilising, no
vegetative rotting mulches, bu¥ instead of red scoria,(so expensive
here), I use gravel for mulching. I only depend on the rainfall

and no plants suffer diseases.

.Two specimens of Vert. chrysantha, (probably now V. chrysanthella
according to the recent Eenus revision)y did suffer die back late

- last autumnj; one lost I/t of its foliage and the other lost 2/3.

The former has now recovered(Sept. 93), while with the latter,
recovery has been good with little long term effect still noticeables
A third plant is excellent, about 6ocm wide x 40 cm higho

I have a Vert. plumosa which is about to flower. I do not know
which variety of the species it is but its foliage is Vvery healthy
from top to bottom. It is about 60 cm high and about 45 cm wides

It is in a very shaded spot getting sun only during summer months,
but I am concerned that flower buds are not as yet plentiful. Todays
few mms of rain may however make some difference as recent weather
has been very dry. Other Verticordias that I am confident of and
showing signs of new growth are two Vo lindleyi, 40 cm high and
very healthy, a prostrate V. oxylepis, a grafted V. monadelpha, a
V. densiflora and a struggling V. nitens which however has recently
been putting on new growthe.

V. mitchelliana, about 6 metres from a cliff edge which drops
vertically about 33 metres to a very pebbly rocky beach is also
very healthy. (Graham advised more recently however that this
specimen had since died. The reason for the loss was not apparent
to him from examination of the root system).

My basic soil is a heavy clay but in some places the previous owr -
had brought in a grey sandy a yellow clay with gravel in it, and
heavy type of sand which is also greyish. These introduced soils

sit on top of the basic soil so what the plants are in varies. Apart
from the V.s chrysantha and plumosa the other plants were bought
last year so how they progress this year will be very interestinge.

I do have a few other Verticordias but these are terribly struggling
and I am resigned to their likely loss as they remain small and

seem reluctant to start new growth. Although doubtful of their
success 1 thought I would give them a go as sometimes a poor looking
plant may succeed. By the way I had three V. monadelpha in my
previous garden indicating their versatility as Gippsland has a Vvery
cold climate with a very short summer. They were healthy and
flowering +hen 1 sold the proverty."

Graham referred to the article by B.C. Kowald reproduced in the last

Newsletter which proposes the use of yeast to aid plant establishment.
He says:-

"I read this over and over again to try to get a picture of his
method. It goes against my grain but I do admit he worked out a
clever method of countering damping off of seedlings which was an
eye npener. At my previous place I vropagated a variety of seeds
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in a north facing box under an eve. They were potted on amd I put

them under another sheltered (so I thought), eve.Il did not however
take into account the angle that rain can pour in with the help

of wind. I lost all of these seedlings and vowed I would never try
anything forceful or artificial againe.

It is a long time since this I967 report however and I am wondering;
are the plants still surviving?is he now deceased?and did the plants
ultimately carry on without the yeast? We are all intrigued by

this report and it is a pity we can never satisfy our thirst for
knowledge of such a method."

Graham recently paid me a visit and we spent a very enjoyable morning
talking Verticordias at the garden level and in particular, his
apprecaches to planting out and after treatment including especially
pruning, on which he holds strong viewso

His approach to gardening with Australian Plants is to avoid, as far
as possibley artificial procedures. His avoidance of special soil
preparation and use of minimum sized planting holes to limit soil
disturbance follows this principle. During rainy weather excess water
is thereby less likely to enter the root zone and form super saturated
conditions to be followed consequentially by the well known detrimental
results. Furthermore in dry periods excessive drying of the root zone
tends to be obviated in contrast to conditions which apply following
local disturbance and opening up of the soil. I believe it should be
conceded that with less extreme and frequent fluctuations in soil
moisture content relative to natural undisturbed ground, root pathogen
problems should be reduced.

Graham also favours the approach adopted by David Randell, reported

in Newsletter No I9, of staging specimens prior to planting out, in
soil of similar texture to his garden bed so as to achieve better

soil compatibility. After planting he favours maintenance of undisturbec
surface conditions around his plants even though such surfaces may
become rock hard.

1 was Very interested in his pruning procedures. Prior to planting out
he gives a fairly severe pruning as he considers that plants suffer
shock when moved from the more congenial conditions of the nursery

pot to the harsher garden situation where they will be required to
establish without watering in and without any further watering, even
if dry weather ensues. He plants after rain and prefers to do so in
late autumn or early winter to obtain maximum assistance from the
expected milder seasonal conditions.

As his plants develop they are pruned to encourage miltistemming
rather than rangey growth form,which tends to end up with mature but
defoliated lower stems. He feels that the potential.life of a specimen
is reduced when it is allowed to develop thus.

Graham also expressed strong views on the subject of plant dormancy.
All plants require a resting period and with Australian plants in
particular this is often triggered after the stresses of flowering

by more rigorous climatic conditions. He feels that if we try to
circunvent this rest period by artificial processes such as fertilising
or watering the ultimate life of the specimen will be effected to its
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detriment. He feels that when plants are allowed this resting period,
whether whether it occurs with dry late summer seasonal patterns as
experienced by Verticordias under natural conditions or with dry
mid-winters as in Eastern Australia more frequently, plant recovery
will not only be stronger but healthier and longer lived specimens
will resulto

i
His experience with the species V. mitclielliana warrants comment. The
loss occurred in mid-spring after the plant had made good initial
growth. Examination of the root system did not suggest a reason for
the loss. This species has generally proved difficult to maintain in
coastal districts whereas inland it has presented fewer problems. I
have referred previously however to a plant in Brian Crafters garden
at Sellicks Beach, South Australia, which was the best example of the
species I have seene. The location of this specimen would seem to give
the lie to the above observation but perhaps South Australias very
dry summer climate may have exerted significant influence. My intere %
was therefore stirred when Graham first reported his specimen doing
well right on the N.S.W. sea coast. You can guess what my first
question to him was abouto.

I note that both in Grahams present garden and the earlier one the
base soil is heavy in nature and also that many plants, including some
of the Boronias for instance, which I would have expected to have
been difficult to maintain, were grown well. This certainly gives me
food for thought in regard to Verticordias as I have tended of late,
to lean a little toward the use of well drained lighter soils, except
for a limited number of species where there seemed to be a preference
for heavier textures. Perhaps his cultural procedures could ultimately
extend the range of species adaptable to heavier conditions. I note
that in his articles in Australian Plants he does not claim to have
been free from the occasional loss.

At the very least I would say that if our Study Group members are
prepared in like manner to think objectively and give something a go
we willprogress more quickly toward our objective viz. to be able ir
answer the question:- How should I grow this Verticordia?

To those who may have some reservations about the written word I would

suggest they refer to Australian Plants No.II9 for comment and
photographs of Grahams earlier garden.

ERNIE KOCHy Matraville, N.S.W. returned from his 1992 spring trip to

We K. verticordia country determined to give the genus a distinct jolt.
Most of his lawn had to go and his wifes clothesline was relocated.

His garden generally overlays sandstone with permanent moisture
available at about I metre gravitating from adjacent neighborhood areas.
Drains were first put in to obviate rise in water table during wet
weather. He then introduced several loads of gravelly "propagating"
sand, a little garden lime and a little pellitised poultry manure. A
concrete mixer was used to mix these with his basic soil, (greyish sand)
and he finished up with a freely drained elevated garden section.

Planting started late in last July and a number of Verticordias as
well as some other plant species are doing particularly well, despite
the fact that this section of his garden has been given no artificial
watering and that the current late spring and summer periods in Sydney

have been exceptionally dry. The propagating sand noted has been used
as a mulch and has weathered to a gravelly surface.
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Ernie's prime objective has been to encourage his plants to develop
deep root systems which he feels wouldmake for more robust growth and
longer life. As well as his planted specimens,he has distributed over
the gravelly surface, seed he had collected of many other plant species.
These have germinated freely and have continued to grow with vigour.

The Verticordias which have thrived include two V. grandis, in flower
when planted and continuing to floyer with vigorous new growth till
the present.(Jan. 9%). (Later in this Newsletter I have described in
detail the pre-planting procedure he adopted which I believe is of
special interest). Also profuse with flower at the present time is a
grafted specimen of the white form of V. monadelpha. Others which have
done particularly well are grafted V. lindleyi ssp. purpurea,

V. densiflora,several V., chrysanthella and four V. plumosa var. grandi-
flora«.A few species have not performed quite as vell as the above.,

V. ovalifolia has remained chlorotic and has made little if any growth.
Ve longistylis is currently showing some loss of leaf colour and I
believe this could be attributed in part to the evceptionally dry spell
of summer weather we are experiencing. Despite same the species is
standing up well in Sydney in heavier loams so it could be that the
lighter soil is not quite so much to it's likings

V. chrysostachys var. pallida did not establish, being lost early. I
have failed several times similarly with it in light sandy conditions.
A specimen noted elsewhere in this Newsletter has been grown in a
medium textured loam in Sydney and has established well . Perhaps these
comrients would support an observation made from propagated cuttings:
where the early root development tended to be laterally rather than

Vertically and the inference taken that very light soil conditions
may not be to its likinge

I will be following with special interest the progress of Ernie's
garden including his "lucky dip" of seedlings. I believe the freely
draining character of his soil should be ideally suited to many
Verticordias but especially to those which tend to develop naturally
deeply penetrating root systems. I recall a comment made back in the
eightees by a resident of Eneabba to the effect that permanent fresh
water could be found about a metre below the surface throughout the
whole of the district. This is not really apparent from the surface
condition of whitish sand with laterite evident in many placeso

DAVID ANDREWS, Canley Heights, N.S.W. reports a few losses recently
from his elevated sand bed. Most of these occurred during late spring
while he was on Vacation and he feels that, while he had considered
them reasonably established, lack of attention during the drier than
usual spring weather pattern had been a little more than they could

stand. His losses included Verts. pennigera, dichroma,pulchella,
QJ,‘tI‘Qllg, llndlegl and 05!189150

Survivors which are carrying on particularly well are Verts. attenuata,
plumosa, chrysanthella, densiflora, staminosa ssp. staminosa, crebra,
minutiflora, longistylis and polytricha.

The above losses pose a question about growing in low nutrient sand
which, under "average" seasonal spring weather conditions in Sydney
can assist in soil pathogen control. When such weather is a little
less favourable for growth, as in the springs of 1991 and 1992,

however, perhaps the growth of some species can suffer from lack of
robustness.

1 have had a number of losses similarly to David and am currently
trialling some species with heavy loam base so0il lightened '

to Sandy top stratum over about 200mm.
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Recent Verticordia recruits TED NEWMAN AND WIFE PAT KENYON are well
situated to add an evtra dimension to our Study Group research. First
plantings were made last August on their 7% acre property at Dural,
N.S.Wo.(Wouldn't it be nice to have room to indulge yourself growing

all those Australian plants you have had to knock back because you
were running out of planting spacel.

Soil type in the section allocated for Verticordias could be described
as a medium textured loam with a small percentage of concretionary
ironstone pebbles. Although soil of fthis type is common around Sydney
in elevated areas this is the first opportunity we have had to trial
grow Verticordias in it. Results will be watched with interest.

They have done a great deal of preparatory work on their property,
constructing elevated beds, adjusting soil pH and adding Gypsum. The
Verticordia section has been built up approx. 600mm and enjoys full

sun with no restriction to air movement. The Verticordias have been
unfertilised and unmulched. Apart from an initial watering at time c
planting and a weekly watering during Sydney's exceptionally dry early
summer conditions, they have had to fend for themselves. The method

of planting was of particular interest. Plants were firstly pre-watered
in the pots before planting out into unwatered holes. A planting

time after rain was selected. As some of the specimens had been potted
into a very open mix this fell away as they were taken from the pots
leaving them bare rooted. With some others excess coiling had developed
in the pots and same was discarded. Ted feels strongly that it is
vndesirable to put water into planting holes but rather, as noted, to
water in from the top in order to avoid formation of a silt barrier
between the root system and the general garden soil. I certainly could
not argue with this as the plants in general have grown on with
exceptional vigour, appearing not to have suffered furthermore from

the root disturbance. To assist establishment plants were protected

for a few weeks after planting with '"bell Jars" from 2 litre flagons.

Well established specimens include Verts. plumosa, nitens, densjflora.
longistylis, 2 staminosa ssp cylindracea var, erecta,chrysanthella,

2 plumosa var. grandiflora, hugelii var. decumbens, chrysostachys v:
pallida and brachypoda. Many of these have now been cut back for
cutting material and to encourage them to develop a more bushy habit.
Two plants were lost early from rabbit interference and a third,

Y. monadelpha(vhite form),is struggling, (Jan. 94)and may not survive.

In addition to the above 2 specimens of Verticordia densiflora are of
special interest. They wefe planted at the same time from mature
nursery stock. They had been grown in 225mm pots for somel years or
more and had developed a multiple stem structure to a height of approx.
1% metres. Apart fronm regular watering the only fertilising had been

a very little soluble plant food. About 4 months prior to planting
about 2/3 of the mature wooded older stems were cut back to newer

shoots, reducing the height to about I metre,and a liberal dressing of
pellitised poultry manure given.

At planting they were presoaked for about half an hour in water. when
removed from the pots, the roots, as would be expected,were excessively
colled at the bottoms of the pots and thoroughly matted around the
sides. Firstly the bottom 25mm of root was cut off using a sharp snzdeo
The spade was then completely plunged through the root boles in two
directions and the four sections opened out by hand. As noted above
planting was done without using water in the holes but the plants

were watered in from the top.(With fingers crossed),
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The plants were not mulched or given any other special treatment and
have continued to produce new growth. in early December the remaining
1/3 of the older mature stems were removed leaving new growth only,
from ground level. One of these plants has been more vigorous
throughout than the other and this is still evident. We will keep

you posted.on the their progress or otherwise given this rather brutal
treatment. J

DAVID RANDALL, Cobram, Viectoria, has forwarded (July 93),a comprehensive
update on his Verticordias. As noted in an earlier report, to achieve
compatibility with his garden soil and hopefully better establishment,
he adopts a policy of repotting plants firstly into soil similar to

that of his elevated garden beds; red sandy loam. Base material of

his garden is red clay. David says:-

"For the last year the weather has been most unusual, being very
dry through last winter and this winter so far, and vVery wet from
October untid the end of February. Through this period it doesn't

seem to have made any difference when I planted Verticordias with
rnost doing O.K.V

In the following list Phe month of planting follows the species nanme.
Members will relate David's comments to their own experiences with the
various specieso

Ve brownii------~-- 10.92.Trouble getting a plant going but this one
doing well now=0.2x0.2 in full sune.
V. chrysantha---- L4.88.Broken back by cat or dog but recovered well,

0.2x0¢6 in full sun- Flrs. I0-II.

Vo densiflora---- 5.9I & 8.9I.Growing well- Full sun- Flrs. I2-I
0.6x0.6 &0.5%x0.4 m respectivelyo

V, densiflora var. cespitosa 5.93 - Full suno

Vo drummondii--=- 5091 & B.9I.Grevillea spread to both making soil
very dry but both growing well,(different

plants close by lost).0.9x0.4 & 0.6x0.3.
Flowers I2-2,

V. endlicheriana ssp. angustifolia. 5.93 - Full sun.
V. fastigiata---- 5,93, Full sune

V. galeata=---==~ 10.92.Grafted -Growing well- full sun-0.3x0.2m.
V. huegelij--~-=- 3.93.5elf sowns0.2x0.2m= Previous plant lost
overgrown by Helipterum roseum.
Ve lindleyj--=---- 5.92.Very happy - Morning sun-Flrs I2-4-0oL4x0lm,
Vo longistylig--- 9.9I.Full sun-Flrd.only once=1 & 2.9I1-0,3%x002.
do. do. ==—-- 5.82°Part sun -Growing well-Not flrd.-0.35x 0.3
Ve minutiflora--- 4.88.Full sun~Very dense,happysOoix0.5m-FlrsI2=2,
V. monadelpha---- 5.82001d & woody with less f1rs.- 0.3 x O.bm.
doo doo ==--- 10.92.Full sun - Growing well =0.3¥0.3mo
V. monadelpha(wvhite) «5.92. Full sun-Growing well-Flrs I2-194043x%0636
Ve nitens ------- 8o9I.Full sun -Flrs. I-L4, 0,9x0.7me
V.pholidophylla-- 8.90.Very happy - Flrs I2-2 - 0+ 9%0. 7m0
V.plumosa-------- II.89.Appears dead each summer but greens up vwith
rain - Flrs 10-12 -Oa)‘{']{OQLl‘mo
doe dOe==--=-==-- 10.92.8tays green all year - Flrs 10.I2-0.2%0.2m.
do. doo=-=~~-=- 5.93.Growing well---Above 3 look to be diffe. forms

Several unnamed species were also included in Davids liste

The defoliation after flowering of a form of V. plumosa is not thg
first time this phenomenon has been observed. On occasion the foliage
turns a deep purplih colour to recover about April.
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David adds:-
"Others I have in pots building up numbers are V.s acerosa, aurea,

grandis,grandiflora,helichrysantha,lindleyi ssp purpurea, nobilis,
mitchelliana,multiflora,oxylepis, plumosa var. vassensis,pritzelil,
roei, staminosa and rennieanao.

I lost my plants of V.s grandiflora, grandis and mitchelliana in
the garden after the wet summey rainse. V. mitchelliana died.

V. grandiflora seems to go yellow and then die in the ground.

V. grandis drops its leaves as it slowly dies."

David's comment on V. grandiflora echoes my experiences with this
speciesyviz., yellowing and dieing after flowering. I have wondered if
it may be Aesirable to remove the flower buds from young specimens

so that they may mature before being subjected to the stress of
floweringe.

JUDY GROWNS, Parkerville W.A., whose extensive Verticordia planting-
were noted in the last Newsletter, adds the following corment, (Aug.v_) -

"The Vert. ethelianas we planted in I992 are flowvering; the whole
six of them. This planting has less weeds, is better drained and
is protected by some Acacia pulchella and I think the frost didn't
penetrate so easily. Lovely aren't they?

I am about to try the yeast treatment on Verticordia cuttings.They
are growing slowly but not powering ahead as I think they should."

I believe Judy makes a very significant point re frost in refard to

V. etheliana.In the northern areas close to the Murchison River where if
grows it would not be subjected to frost.Furthermore it grows as an
undershrub in tall shrubland. This situation would tend to even out
both summer and winter temperatures. I have formed an impression in
Sydney that specimens are best located in close proximity to taller
foliage. Growth otherwise is good for most of the year but the danger
period when most losses have occurred is early winter when plants
carzﬁing lush late summer growth have been exposed to sudden colder

wea ero

1 am pleased Judy has also noted her intention to try out B.C.Kowald's
yeast treatment. Comments later in this regard should be interesting.
I have also commenced some treatments but have not as yet formed an
opinion. With so many factors which may influence plant developnent
it is difficult to make conclusions quicklys.

DOUG MCKENZIE, Ocean Grove, Victoria is continuing to make progress
with his Verticordia grafting project and has promised a complete
update of his results some time next year. Doug adds:-

"Further to the last report I have been experimenting with Vertso
grafted on to Geraldton Wax. While this is not an ideal stock here
it certainly is a better root system that that of the subgenus
Eperephes, Sect. Pennuligera, i.e. all of the round leaf Verticordia
and also the other Verticordias in the subgenus. I lost most of
thesé on Darwinia citriodora and a variety of other rootstocks

and found compatibility problems, but so far with Geraldton Wax,

no incompatibility has shown up. Some, such as V. grandis and

V. dichroma are now over I8 months old and have grown very well
indeed, with several floweringse.

Some problems have persisted with fungal leaf troubles, especially
the leaf drop syndrome."
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Doug is doing Vvery valuable work with his research into grafting
Verticordias and we will look forward to his promised updated reporte.
Results from his labours are already becoming available from retail
nursery outletso

Comment from GORDON CURTIS, Happy Valley, South Australia is of
particular interest. He has had bgst results with the small leaf
varieties and finds they grow on quite welle. The round leaf forms

such as Verticordia grandis tend to rot in the striking medium unless
moisture content is carefully controlled. Gordon says:-

"l was successful in rooting some Vert. grandis using Oasis wedges
set in 3" pots with 50/50 coarse sand and peat. These were covered

by a 2 litre plastic bottle, (bottom removed), and kept on damp
sand in a glass house'.

I can also report reasonable success in propagating this species
using a rather similar method to Gordon to ensure that the leaves
are protected from wetting. I believe that water resting in the leaf

axils is a prime cause of fungal problems with propagation of many
of the round leaf Verticordiase.

Gordon has found that growing on of Verticordia grandis is proving
a little difficult, noting that after a short period plants became

dormant. Evidence to date would confirm that this dormancy phase

in the establishment period with this species is relatively comrons.
I believe that the root systems of newly propagated specimens often
resent interference such as planting out.Leader growth may stop and
initiate some dropping of older leaves. New growth may then be
delayed for a period until favourable weather encourages same. If such
weather does not follow in a reasonablé time the young specimen may
not survive. The species has frequently exhibited another particular
growing characteristic which, I believe, can have a bearing on
establishment. When the growing tip has been lost or removed,y, new
growth commences well back from the tip region and generally after

the defoliation noted above and after a degree of hardening of the
stemo.

For initial potting on I have found it desirable to hold specimens

in the glass house for an extended period until active growth
recommences. I have also found that garden establishment is easier
when specimens are planted out early in a period of tip growth rather
than when this growing phase is well advanced. A further observation
is that generally, growth, rather than being continuous, tends to

be registered throughout the year in a series of stop/go bursts.

Perhaps some of our Study Group members may have had experiences either
in confirmation of or in contradiction to the above characteristics??.

A pre-planting treatment adopted by Ernie Koch and described below

appears to offer a useful method of overcoming some of these
establishment problems,

A further comment on Verticordia grandis in regard to propagation

may be appropriate here. When active growth periods occur the degree
of vigour seems to be influenced considerably by the weather at the
time and may be relatively short at times. Flower buds frequently

are formed after relatively short growth and when this stage of_growth
has been reached propagation is to say the least extremely difficult.
Best results have been from mid-length shoots from glass house staged
stock plants or shorter shoots from garden specimense
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A PREPLANT ING TREATMENT FOR VERT ICORDIA GRANDIS.

The following treatment to establish Verticordia grandis has been
adopted with success by Ernie Koch. (refer report above).

His garden soil is light textured and freely draining to about I metre
where permanent capillary moisture evists. He felt it would be highly
desirable to pre-stage his plants in a mix that would be reasonably

compatible with his soil, to devefop before planting out a reasonably
deep root system, to stage the specimens under full sun, and to apply

minimal watering without the foliage becoming wet either from same
or from raine.

He constructed a "mini glass house" on a flat roof section of his
home. The northern face of same was left open. Staging "pots'" were
from I25mm PVC piping cut to 450mm longy & saw cut the full length of
one side ‘made to facilitate easy plant removal. The pipes were

stood in conventional horticultural saucers.

The potting medium used consisted of 50/50 good quality commercial
mix and coarse river sand. A little garden lime was added to adjust
the pH to neutral and trace elements at the rate of 2 teaspoons per
bag of potting mixe. In the lower ISOmm of the pipes I teaspoon of
low phosphorus Osmocote was mived in.

Potting up was done in April and final planting in the garden made

in late Ju1§ 9300 By this time the specimens had produced roots (fleshy
mateh sized), to the bottoms of the pipes and flowering had commenced.,
They were watered weekly from the top,without wetting the foliage

(as noted above), until the saucers overflowed. At fornightly intervals
2 drops per litre of Hormone 20 were included in the water.

As noted above in the report on his garden the
any set back at planting . Furthermore the
on new growth and have continued to flower

plants did not register
¥y have continued to put

(-}

I would not consider the above treatment would be appropriate for
gardens with heavy or shallow soil conditions where waterlogging

could be a problem, but may well besuitable for other soil types
provided adequate deep drainage is available.

Perhaps also this treatment may be profitably applied to some others
of the round leaf Verticordia species such as Verts. oculate, albida,
dichroma and argentea in order to advance them to greater maturity
before planting out. Ernie is currently experimenting with a number

of other Verticordias and a specimen of Vert. ovalifelig is making
exceptionally good growth in the "poth,

H.M.Hewett-~ A.S.G.A.P. Verticordia Study Group Leader.
11 Harvey Place, Cherrybrook 2I26.
Tel. (O2¥ 484 2766,
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