
:\SSO('lr\'l'lON 0 1 :  SOCIE'I'IES FOli GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLAN'I'S 

VERTlCORDlA STUDY GROUP 

1998 is with us and 1 n.oulJ like to belatedly wish all mcmbc~-s hnppy ) - ~ : I I  nnd ma?. 
R I  I your V~rticoriias prosper.. 

\Vc still hnvc R fcw s t r a ~ l c r s  subscription-wise, Our financir~l fcc pcriod IS lion1 .luly 
1 to Ji~nc 30. thl: current fee was due on July 1 1997..If a cross appeam in thc Ihllowing box 

you1 1997198 sut?scription has riot been received by me and if still unrcmittcd I>v Sunc 08 
will rrsrllt ill  cnr~cclletion of I~crticordiil Study Group Membership 

1 Inn vcry plcascd to l~ckno~r~lctlgc thc following donrltions iri cxccss ol'tlic r~oniin:~l 
S3.00 ~rrinual sul~scription :- 

htj~y E M ' ~ ~  ------..-------------- .---- $2.00 
Elilabet)l (;corgc ------------------- 7.00 
I'}ii 1, Strong ------------------..----- 2.00 

Randall ...................... 2-00 
(;rRhm 13Rstwood ----------------- 4.00 
S . G .  AP. Victoria Inc.------------ 7.00 
S .G. A. 1' Geelong Group--------- 2.00 . - . - - . -. - . - - . . - -. . . - -. . . . - . 

Mcmbcrs will recall Iloug. McKenzie's comprehenqive report in News1cttc:r 22 of his 
grnltinp trinls, co~nmcnced 1980. on many Vcrticordia specics and his refcrcncc 10 n lnrgc 
rlunil~cr. of spcciriiens hrwudcd via I;li;l.beth Gcorge in April 1993 nrld hlarch l0?4 for 11 i:il 

\Vt.stcrn Ausrrnlian growr:rs.. In I-crctnt Ncwsletter 28, we re;?ortcd Doug's own gr.:iliing 
iq>d;~tc with particular rcfcrcncc to I'crticordia spccies in Section Pe11n111igt.r~ ol' S~~l)gcnus 
I;per~q)l?t.s. I would ngnin 3raw :~Lterition Lo Doug's conlrnent Lhttl hc fclt it  wisc lo "1c.st giil'tcd 
plants Cor a nuliil~er of years to judgc long-term success, before comnicncirlg 10 j~oclucc lJicni 
con~liiercially". 

I Hni plrascd now to have reccived from Elizabeth, results of the abovc rncnt~oned 
trials.She seys : -  "many of the gaftcd plants have done well, especielly after the ic1:3y they 
were tossed out of thc boxes in which they anivedl Most of the losses could be ~ttributed 
cithcr to that or thc fact tllet Durwinia citiodora was not an Ideal rootstock for some of  thc 
nrcas where they were trialled. Those grafted on to Chamelarrcr'um ~rncinahtnt have donc 
rzlilly well nnd my Verticordia galeota has been beautiful for nhout 3 wccks now.(Scpt. 
07).'l'hs other species are budding up for tlowcring." 



In the following report significant comments~have been highlighted. Where, from my 
o m  cxpcrience comment seams appropriate I have i$cludd a m  with underli*liig'ffre - - 

gmCtcd specimens in question were trislled by:- 
Elizabeth A George, Alexander Heights 
Pat and Norm Moyle, Mandurah 
Mary and Basil Smith, Manmanning 
Judy and the late John Growns, Pnrkerville 
Dick Mills, Banjup 
Nec. Hooper, Zanthorrea Nursery, Maida Vale 
Kings Park Nursery, Perth. 

April 1993 Batch.Grafted onto Danvfnia citriodora (Sent in 2" tubes nnd 3" pots). 

K brownii 
(;corge--------- Planted on yellow sand bank but died alter initial good growth.? too 

hot and dry for rootstock 
Moyles------- Planted in deep yellow sand,trickle watered in summer only. 90 cm 

bll but subject to powdery mildew 
G r o w -  - - -- --- Planted in laterite gravel, not mtered.Grew for 6 months but then 

died in summer 
Mills ------------ Planted in sand. 50 cm. Looks good but leggy. 

done re ~ e p ~ ~ d a b o v c ~ b ~ ~ e s ,  
powdew n~i!iw~m~ be a sMt  vroblem in autumn cau5inSr n dearce of defolintion It recovers with31 
~ ~ ~ ~ j h , w e f i n g ~ r o w t I ~  Ilovever whcct~ quickly compensates f~&~car l~~fo l i~ge_ loss ,  

I< densijlora (white form) 
Gorge ---------- Plantedin greylyellow sand. Died slowly. Was never vlgorous 
h~loyles---------- Dicd early while still in pot. 
Growns --------- Surviving in pot but not as vigorous as normal fomi 
fills ----------- Planted in sand but died. 
Hoopcr----- ----- Planted in built-up topsoil.45 x 45cm, growing well 
'nkis snccics on its own rootstmk with n Eght sand t o p p a  (say 10-20cmi ovcr-lnyJgg Jms 

prpvcd?le_nncigus-nnd vim~dI~tgou~c-ft-_e_e 

I : fclstigiain 
George--------. Planted in sand/gravel, not irrigated, 45 x 45 m,growing well and 

!lowering 
Snlih---------- Planted in deop white sand,watered only during extremc 

conditions, 170 x 320 cm, flowering well and beautiful. 
Grow------ Planted in laterite gravel, initially grew well and flowered, but then 

died in summer 1996. 
Mills ------ - ----- - Planted in sand, 30-40 x 50 Cm and thriving. 
Kings Park-----Plant not found, 
Hoop--------- Planted in built-up top spil but died early. 
nus spc~ics an its own rootstock has groved vew relinble inclav loam 

1,' gdeata 
George ---------- One planted in grey over yellow sand, 45 x 30 cm. Anothcr planted 

on yellow sand bank, 45 x 30 em, Both trickle irrigated once a week in summer.Both growing 
and tlowering well but not as vigorous as plant grafted onto Charnelaucium uncinatum 

Moyles-------- One died. One planted in deep yellow sand is small and not vigorous 
hut has self sown. Has also been repropagated Erom cuttings. 



(jromq Planted in laterite gravel, initially grew and flowered wcll hut died in 
I )cccmbcr 1996. ) 

Kings Park------Planted in elevated sand bed, tricklc irrigated, fertilised once R year 
40 cm tall x 20 cm. mowing well and flowering. 

Mills ------ - ------ Planted in sand, trickle irrigated in summer, initially grew and 
flowered well but died 1996.Self sown seedling still growing. 

P h t e d  @ed spccimen 1994, Comaosl -I- sand dun int-ce stratum oLcfayJloammSuf Kcrs 
n Iiltlc mtldcw attack durinn ~ I I  tuunn but outmows same in winter to flower s ~ c q ~ ~ 1 . ~ l y Y c v e r y ~ e a r J  
Currcgttl yLS8cm-ldI,u_:10g~ 

I! lehmannii 
George ---------- Planted in deep yellow sand, initially developed new growth, but died 

~ i t e r  a few months. 
Moyles ---------- Plant in pot died early before it could bc plmted out 
Growns --------- Planted in laterite gravel but died. ? position too wet in wintel-. 
Planted 1904, L i ~ h t  sand topl,kg (say 15x11) over clay loam Bed 1096. Suflkretl badly from 

111Glr.w nltnck m mtluui I JVns ~ ~ c ~ i ~ i g o r ~ , u s _ c x ~ c ~ ~ L f o t _ s ~ s l ~ ~ > _ r t j ~ ~ ~ r  ~ c n o d  1 snspcct tlus is n 
spccles w l u ~ t ~ - ~ i U - ~ c ~ &  Il]c~t_lo-~lr~&Io~r~ u1 E:wtcn I Austmliu~ C ~ I I ~ ~ C _ @ ~ ~ C ~ ~ ! I O I I S ,  

I : longisljrlis 
George---------- Planted on yellow sand bank, trickle irrigated once a week during 

summer. Initially made good growth but dled during first summer.? too hot and d ~ y  for 
rootstock 

U/loylt:s--------- Plantccl in dccp yellow smd, irrigated i n  su~nmcr.. \/igc)l.rl~ls and 
spreading. Flowers. 

Smiths ----------- Planted in deep whte sand but died early before frosts. Consider 
rootstock unsuitable for locnl conditions. 

Growns ------ ---- Planted in laterite gravel, Growing well and flowering 
Kings Park-----Planted in elevated sand bed, trickle irrigation, fertilised once a yeur. 

40 s 80 cni Growing well 
Hoopcr ---------- Planted in built up topsoil but died early. 
SJ-ICSJIM done W&CLIIBT~~  web in Eostern Austntlia 0-Iewett . Marriot. Kc~ygrll&JYc_wt~tan, 

Ea_s~y.o.(~Ij uri-i ~~__o-\IIII_~o~$s~~c~ g~w1~i~o~ther_~~a1j-~1i~~a~n~i_~~s_~1~11_~Koc~plqt ycrs s loy t ld  
t.111-erotic. Nu rct>orts of ffru.Ocdlt_jnls, 

I! mifchelliann 
George ------ - ---- Planted on yellow sand-bank but died following initial growth.? too 

trot and dry for rootstock. 
Moyles--------- Planted in grey over yellow sand, 60 x 40 cm. Irrigated in summer 

only. Vigorous and flowering. 
Smiths ----------- Planted in deep white sand, watered only during extrenie 

conditions.22 x 60 cm. Surprisingly healthy and flowering, almost equal to Mt. Caudan form 
planted 81 same time. 

orowns ---------- Planted in laterite gravel, 30 x 15 cm. -Spindly~with crowded foliage, 
hasn't flowered, .- - - -  _ _ .._+,_- --- , -- . - .... 

Kings Park------Plant not found. 
 ill^ ------------- Planted in sand, initially grew well, Flowered well last year (1996) 

hut then died. 
Houpcr ----- - ---- Grown on in pot, then planted in natural bush sand. 60 x 90 cm, 

pl-owi 11g well hut rootslock thinner than plant stcm. 
I'lof~tcd -. -.- h~ clny loam b~il f i~~~vivcd D ~ I Y  one year alter nutun~n dctolintiot~. I S U I J I C C : ~ _ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ C \ ~ ~  

k on I d l r r  and host root systetll ~ I > I I C R ~ C ~  11enltl1~~.-~~is.5p.ri_cic~1_1~ 



1 monntlulphn vn~~.cnllitrichn 
c ;col.gc ----------- Planted on yellow sand bank anlongst taller. shnrhs. tvicklc i r r i g ~ t c r l  

OIIL:~- ;I \tf~:t*k 111 SLIIIIIII~:~,  00 x 60 ~ 1 1 1 ,  Tallcu and niorc O ~ C ~ I  t l ~ ~ l  ~ I S L I ~ I I .  1\11! \ r ~ g ~ ) ~ ~ j t ~ ~  :\IILI 
I lo\vcis well. 

i\lloylcs-----------I'l:1n1ec1 in yellow sand. 45 s 45 cm. C;ro\ving nrid Ilo\~c*r 111g ivcll. 1?i11 

irol cli~itc ns good 8s plants on own rootstock. 
Sriiillis----------- I'I~ntcd in dccp wliitc sand I?ut died ca1.1~ '? ntlnckcd I,y 

g1~ilssIt~~p~)crs. 
(int\cns------,----I'l:lntcll ill lalcrite gavcl .  I;Jo\vcl-ing well H I K I  C C I U ; I I  10 ~ i o r l - ~ ~ ( i c d  

~ > I l l l l f ~ .  

4 l i ] lS l'lantcd in sand ncar leach drein.Was 1101 succcssli~l : ~ r l c l  d i d  c:ir-ly. 

1 3  n~onadulphn ~ r n ~ * . n r n n ~ e l l  (White form) 
I'I:-~nlc~l high on ycllow s:lrl~l batlkl trickle in.ig;\tcd orlcc :I \vcc*), irl 

xunirncr 00 s 45 urn. vigorous : l r d  tlowem well. 
A,lc~y]t.s ----....---- i ? l :~ i~ t~ t l  in dcq> ycIl<>\~ : < i ~ ~ ~ d . t r i ~ k l ~  11 rig::tcd O ~ I C C  :I \ \ r ( > c ) l <  111 : ; ~ r ~ l i ~ i i i ~  

+li11v t.10 x O t h  c:ni l~lo~vcti~~!: \ v L ~ I I  I I I I ~  riot :IS good :IS ~ I ~ I I I [ S  OII O\YII  ICIO~S~OL:~; .  
c;~.()w~s- --------- IJlanted in  Intcritc gravel newr eascnient. ~ i r c w  cluitc \v(>ll init i:llly 1x11 

I 1 ~ c r r  < l i t 4  '? ~vcrd I~crhlcictc apl-rry rlrlfi. 
\qI11!;-..- 131!tn~cd in sand. gcw ~rlcl! Ilut ~ h c n  s~~fI'vl.c.cl ' I ~ ~ ~ l l e l c ~ , ~ r r  :~ltncl;' 
\ ' l i i lhI~:ll  i l l  day I~ : l111  i 1 1 . I ~ ) ~ ~  I .  g<$p+iy-cg-til~!fil!l~c ill I : ' ~o j~ .<~ l~1  ~ ~ ) ~ t . r ~ ~ : . S l l ~ ~ ~ c c ~  SMI\S c:)llsg() 

1q too Lictluzr~l suu~~~~?_ej wn&riing: 

I :' ~wnici1lnri.s 
Gr.i?$~l;ns----------- Plantcd oul spring with plants on own rootstock. Not \v:ltered. 

cir:ll'lcd plnnts.? too dry. 
I'ln!~lsor~ owy!~r~~pt.slt~cl;tlicd.en~Iy-i~ ~;~n~L$i~~pecItoc)  tlry as above. 1)) 11rokc11 ci~n(lsto~~c 

I I ! I ~ I ) I V  i111(1 i~i11.111 s i l l ~ a l ~ i ~ ~ b .  {blargflt~ I, grcw-a~~cl !lowwcd i v ~ l l  

I : pritzelii. 
(;corrc-----------'rtvr, plar~tcd lligl~ ou yellow sandbanal, trickle irrigated once n \wck 

111 strnbmrr On[: ~ C W  nnrl Ilor+pcrr-d I'or frvo ycnrs bul then ciicd in summcr. '! too Ilot ilr~d dry. 
I hc othcr gro~ving slowly 811d m(11cr open, 30 x 25 cnl flowers each year 

J I ~ ~ V J ~ ~ ~ - - -  ------ l'la!llcrl in Jccp ycllow sand. tricklc ~rr~g:\led 111 s~111111:t~r ()ill\ 
1 ;I  ~ ~ I V H I ~  nnJ l fo \v~ i  tnl; wtl l.sim [lor lo plnr~ls on own rootstock 

C;TCW filr IWO-J!CBG nncl _flowt)rcd i t ~ . c l a ~ l ; l ~ i ~ ~ s ~ n ~ ~ ~ c r c v i g p r o u s  l lo~*cvc~  lJ ue LoJicgucn t 
111ddtw allnch co~~se~g_dcbiIitatorttl prgbai)ly_thc_finuI tlcrnise I bclicvc firtl~crr~~oru I11i11 tl~c Iocnlrol~ 
+c'lccl~d; 11c:tl R rl(11illcn3 rvckc~y vrl~c, cmll(1 hfivc b ~ r r _  hllletoo dly [or lllc I~o_sl syccles Uur )v;rlru 
4.4 t~*iol!w:il. 

Ij.yjc~ i g~~ce  will1 Dot-w(rr~~tr iodor~~ as a 8 ~ e ~ u ~ m 1 1 ~ ~ i t ~ S y ~ d n y  p/pilld secr 11 lo cor i f i n 1 1  
- 

tltnl i l  clocq bcllcr whcrc plarltcd in, or rvhcre roots lravc-acues,s_io, salx of stigl~tl)f llcnvicr l ~ i c t l  
!lii~f('~i$lq rittlwr III:III III deep, liccly ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~ : ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~ S ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ S .  t11c e s~~!~~ t i : i l~ i~~!  IICS i f1  i l \ t  f~cf lcr 
1llr)lSIlltc rc'tc~!it?~i I~C~UC_OL'~IC_~~~IICT .I_!~qtc_the Li:~qucrj~ rcfcrc-cnccs.~~ thcjg~or t  to t l~c ~tcccssity f ( r  
r t  ~cblc w:t!cr al>jtlu~ric..U? tl!e.~ut_~Iy.cnsc~ 

Clr!rt~~afirtrcitrrrr t r r !dnofg  on tI1e_c_9~i~~s~cntsco_t!l_sidci';lb~~1l,o~e rcliablc licro ~trtdcr 
\it!lllrlr so~l~~o~r~F~t~orras f i ~ j ~ ~ o i t ~ l ~  f ~ ~ f c ~ l t 1 1 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ 1 1 _ n r ~ 0 ~ ~ u 1 s ~ c ~ ~ ~ r , r o t  n1tnck qre~g~!t l t$  il~-q1lvvc!~~~ 
late SII I I~I I ICC cli~i~alc, 



I : ~ I h i d n  
~eorge-----------plant in 25 c m  pot on s~nn$~etics;~r~~otreil e ~ ~ h  ymi iriiil given ti t m -  - -- 

I clcnsc krtiliscl. wntcred till water drips through potting mix at basal drailiagc 11c)lcs whclr 
111is thcrc Iool\s dry. ! x 1 laclrc, hit-ly vigorous in wann season and flowers bcautll'ully hut is 
rclntivclv dornir~nt during colder nlonths. 

~~~l~~ --------- Two plants in grey over yellow sand in natural bushland but trickle 
~rrigntcd in summer only.Rolli llower but one plant is just existing while thc othcr is 90 s 30 
cm, tall and slcnder but growing and flowering quite well, although not as bushy as plants 
nearhy on thcir own rootstock. 

I : hrownii 
Gcorgc ----------- Plnnt in pot. repotted and watcrcd as I.: ulhidu above. ( . h w  rrnd 

Llowcred well but then died in March 1996.? position too hot during extreme lientwavc. 

I : dichronrn vnr. dichrama 
C;corgc. ---------- Plmt in 2 em. pot Repotted and watcrcd as I,: alhitlli. 5( 1 cm s I nl , 

vigorous and flowcrs well. 
Moylcs---------- Two plantcd in similar situation to K alhid(1. 130th ahout 75 x 30 cm. 

 rowing nnd flowering well. 

I : gnleatn 
c;c0rgc ------. ---- Plant in 20 cm pot on sunny patio, 30 x 45 cm, repotted R I I ~  watered 

ns 1.: ulhidu.gowing well and flo~rfering prolifically. 

\'. hybrid-\l'cnr~n's Find 
C;eorgc ----------- Plant in 20 cm pot on sunny patio, 45 x 75 em. reptrl~ed :n~d watcred 

ns I :  ul l~ i~ ia .  Similar growth pattern to saluc and tlowcrs beautifully. 
Moylcs---------- Two planled in similar situation to P! nlbida. Both ahout 75 s 75 cm; 

rctilly nice plants. 

(:I JL,TIVATION NOTES. 
It is th~ee ycxs sincc 1 reported on the Verlicordia progress of Ted Ncw~rrirn & I'ut 

Kenyon, Duml N.S.W. As noted thcn, their soil is a shallow profile, nlediuni loam. with 
sonic shnlc pnrcntrrge nnd n ~>rotirsion of smnllish concrctionnry ironslotlc incl~lsions. 1t tins 
h e n  well worked nnci elev~tcd to about GOOnim which provides good, curly, deep dreinage. 
'[he aspect is essentially full sun and being in elevated terrain can be subjected to wind 
ha7~1-J under extrcmc conditions. 

'I'hcir scction of flurel is rurcll in clussi ficatioli and consequent ly 131-ovisivl~ of 
adcclualc spacc ior thcir special plants is not the problem'whlch Inany of us face. 'I'hey have 
though. had a severe problem to solve; a rabbit invasion from adjacent properties. It had 
I)cconle so I)ad tlkt niuny plants wcre not only pruned to virtual extinction,but many liavo 
I-lcen killed by attack on the root systems. Their gardening project then ha5 suffered a sevcrc 
Jistr:iction, but now, since the property has been completely enclosed I?y a r:tbbit 131-oof Lnce. 
things are moving again. 

Of the 1993 plantmg only three Verticordias have survived, and thcse with no 
fed i lising, wntering or other encouragement. 

Fc~.ti~-ot.di(~ lottgi~l;\'lis has rcnlly flourished, currently producirig its first Ilnwers. Ilut 
1I1c rcril liigliliplil is the conlpact, Iduish foliage which niukcs this spccies a vcry dt:sirahlc 
Inl~dscnl~iilg spccinicn. 



hl!!!oragb !his_spcciesis ggcrds co~~sid,ged easy ? ~ ~ a i , ~ ? . - ~ ~ F ~ c ~ ~ c ~ - N _ ~ ~ ~ ~ s t t ' t  tc_r 
~I?I!&UCJIZJJ wolrld seerra dial Ihc sod lm in Tcd nrtd FB@ese. combined wid1 UIC ~ U U Y  ex~~osed nI&ttt 
l.g~~j_o~~lj.~y~_c~ornJ~ed to i>rotiuce t l ~  richerJIjn~~~~~J~sh&Iue~oIiage,lt .is~~ot-sruprisi~ig.hat.he 
syccics \yns crqlicr rcfcrrc~m!gos. Ve~tico!.rliul!l!!c-S~~~g 

I,'er!icorrlia mitlutijlor~ is currently producing its first flowers, and *again thc growth 
lijr 111 is a very ctlrnpnct mound to about 3011 nim. 

i7erticor.diu pltrnlosa var, plrrn~osa has also thrived with rather spending nlld dcnsc 
gowth habit, agt~in proving quite wind resistant.This years growth and tlowerillg was 
pr~rticularly profuse. 

Ot the other spccies plmtcd in 1993:- 
I,,-erticordia chrysat~thella grew vcry densely but was hewily attacked by powdery 

mildew. It outgrcw h e  attacks on consecutive years and flowered well but ultimately gave it 
nII nwrly. 

1.5r.lf cordir~ htrrgefii vnr.dec*t~nibens rnndc vcry good enrly grow! h. hul 12 I1.r aufGrcd 
~uilr lc~v attack an the Iowcr foliage which secmed to trigger itq decewe.in late summcr. 

n1i.s ewnn~on_hw~d~~~i t l~  ~ l i ~ 6 ~ _ e _ c _ i c c s ~ i n ~ ~ _ d g ~ - ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ _ o ~ 1 ! 1 ~ g _ r n ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ u ~ ~ l e n v i ~ _ o _ i s  --  -- - - - - - - 

v i t m c e  v c  I s  1 1 1 m  1 t bdievc some t h l i r u h ~  of 1 1 1 ~  ~OWCT fgli_agg-& 
rtcsigblc_tt~Odl~_w_wl~c~er foli~ge aeratiq ~j~?r_t I !e  _ground. I wonld RLso IIO~C tt ~aj_tI1c_s~~_e~i_cs-~I~cs ILOI (I? 
ve ryry~_vc l l~~c_~~~.so i l~  ~ClisZ~t~ s~idy~~xiurc.  o flcn becorning~'~oro_t~c~ 

11 fui-thcr group of Vcrticordias made vcry good early growth but were weakcncd 
ultimately by root rot, possibly encouraged by subsoil compaction and wet late summer and 
nutumn conditions. A heavy wind storm in this period was also vcry destructive. Spccics in 

Irel% ~ ~ ~ A ~ I O S L I  VU. graridijlora 
Vert. cllr~~.~o.rbuclrys var. pullidu 
lJwt. brnchyyodu 
F'crl. hitghunii. 
lJert. citrella 
17ert. frugrans. 
17ert. ucarosa var. prrissii 
k'ert. niuelleriana subsp. ntlrelleriana 
Vert halophila 
Ifer& uthsliana var. otltelia~a. 

As noted above it became futile to try to establish plants during the rabbit invasion 
nnd mmiy of their specimens, held in nursery pots, became thoroughly root-bound,. IFroughl 
conditions in Eastern Australia have been a problem for seveml years and middle to latc 
sl'ring in 1997 provcd one of tlie driest on record. 

Aftcr a littlc late Novcniber rain however, planlings have been recomnlenccd in a 
different gardcn section, o littlc less cxposcd to storm winds, but still enjoying till l sun and in 
i111 ilrca having a littlc more natural ll~oisture retension. 

The root systems of the plants were opened up and planting were made on snlall 
iridividiinl mounds with hollows leCt between to hold extra moisture. Collnr rut protection nt 
plant stems has heen provided with 300mm diarncter of decomposed granite gravel Where 
c~pproprintc also, up to about 20 rnrn at top of the existing potting mix has been replaced with 
samc. With virtiially no rain till late .Tanuary this year,gcnerally vcry low night huinidity, nlld 
rrlnllv pci.iods of daytime hcnl-wnvc, a regulnr progrnrnnlc of hand watcring h:w bccn 
~~i:~i~i~niti~d.'Tl~crc hnve bucn vc1.y few plant losses to dote md ncnrly all plarlts :~rc c~~ircntly 
pur t il~g on good hcalthy growth 



Verticordia species included in the section ino1ude:- 
1.: ~)lrrniosu var. ylunlosa, (several forms),K $inutrjlora, K ~)otticilluri.c 1.: gi.uti~/is 

(ti01 cis yet viyosous),Y. galeuta(graftcd, but also not yet vigorous), K pennigeru, 
1.: Ljetis~lora var. cespitosa, K mitcl~elliana, K plurnosa var.brachyphylla, K fragruris, 
1.7 cl~rysostacl~ys var, chrysostachys, I / .  staminosa subsp. cylindracea vnr. erecta. 
1,; ntoriadelpha vu. monadelplta arid V. ntor~adelpila var. callitricha 

~mgrgs~rcpoaS on tllis~lan~tinp should be ~artioularlv useful-ns~n~pllg &er things, ij 
uj\:ol~s-g-s_oll_I~ccqid mc~pI_prpwu~~  e_~m&tions n little~il'fmn_t~~o~l_epPto_dateein the S ytlney-area. 
11) s d d i l i u r ~ ~ _ r ~ ~ c l ~ . v : v n f ~ d ~ ~ i L f ~ ~ ! l ~ x ~ ~ $ ~ l ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u b i e c t  to yeasor~n bIy-h_ctl~whter-fi& 

pH and ALL 'IMAT 

Perhaps it may have been more appropriate to head this item 'Here's Mud in your 
cyc'. Since my initial interest in Australian Native Plants I have listened to and read 
discourses on a number of occasions concerning the importance of-knowing the pH &one's---- - -- - 

- 

soil. Having achieved reasonable success both here at Chenybrook and in my earlier garden 
nt Mount Kuringai, I have tended to place more store on soil texture and appropriate drainage 
than on chemistry, and so have not taken the advice seriously enough-After all, we are told 
niost of our plants seem to prefer a soil in the slightly acid to neutral range and natural soils in 
the Sydney Kcgion seem gcnernlly to fit thls criterion. 

We moved here to Chcrrybrook in 1985 and conunenced the new garden after much 
p~,cpnration including the eradication of a backyard of rampant Kikuyu grass and the moving 
nround of an overburden of poorish subsoil clay, which the previous owner had brought in to 
cven out the site. 'The depth of this varied fiom about 250mm minimum to about 900 max.and 
completely buricd the natural soil; :I rich brown clay 1o~m.h  the early years the garden 
~'rogcssed reasonably. In April 1988 however under very heavy storm conditions, a brick 
boundary fence on the higher side collapsed and washed down an old boundary laneway 
which had been paved with a roadbase containing a high percentage of crushed basalt. The 
result was deposition at the bottom of our property, of a considerable quantity of what could 
possihly he described as a loamy gravel. 

Tt seemed to prescnt a golden opportunity to trial a number of Verticordias in a very 
wcll drr~incd gravelly medium, so an elevated bed was duly constructed mcmuring allout 3.5 x 
2.25 nlctres and about 300mm deep.Early results were very encouraging. 

Two 17ert. ntitchelliann sunrived from 1989 to 1993 reaching nearly 800 mni. Two 
'1  vilr. I i t r  111s c r f  I.'dr/ 1)etrtligera did well for three or four years as did also Prert. litidle) ' 

pt~rpr~rea, 17er-f. Jrugrans, Verf. stonlinosa subsp, cylzndracea var. erecta and scvcrnl otllcrs. 

Also pI:~nted in 1989 were tiyo specimens of Yert. grundis,a species J had hccn 
p;11 ticular.ly intcrcstcd to trial in a well draincd gravelly situation. lollowing a coniniznt I had 
I . C : I ~  sonictinic p~~cvir>usly in Australian Plants by a West Autralian writcr,@cforc the 
I'orm~ltion of thc Vcrticordin Sli~dy (;roup).'l'hcsc plants nre both still sulviving rltitl Ii:ivc 
I lo\vc~ ~d rcgul:u,ly, I~ut in scccrlt ycnss they ]lave lost much o l  thcir carlicr vigour and with leaf 
colour dctcriorati~ig to chlorotic, I had felt that their days were nunibered. Last sunillier they 
lookrcl 11arliculnrly sick and I was rcsigncd lo their early departure. 

About two or threc ycsrs ago 1 was made an offer I could not refuse.My so11 liad notcd 
some building work going on near his property and there seemed a heap of dark grey 



csc:~v:ilcd sand ( a commodity becoming hwd to come by in Sydney thcsc Jays). wiis going 
hepging, The owner agreed on enquiry and I f inishedq with two box trailer londs of sn~nc 
wh~ch 1 used lor potting on etc. There was some evidence of old building materials in i t ,  but I 
did not doubt ~ts integrity until I noted that my potted specimens did not seem to be 
propcssing very well, indicating chlorosis and lack of vigour. 

It wes about last June, thinlung about this problcm and seeing my lfrr% grandis 
specinicns not responding to my encouragement I threw at them, that I started to wonder 
:~l.ruut p I  I.Tcd Ncwman was s 'keen believer's0 I asked him to bring his testing k it  down. 

Virstly the gravelly @rden bed was testcd in several spots and registered 1,119, which 
:ictually is 100 times more alkaline than pFI 7, the neutral valuc. 

TIN stoc1.r of g c y  sand also tested pH 9. 

1lydr:lngca bluing mix was tricd firstly but t~ticr sevcral weeks no :ipprcciahlc 
i11ip1-ovcmcnt w:a indictited so I threw caution to the winds and applied 21 libctal dressing of' 
floxfcrs of sull~htir over thc girden bcd; plants and all,and the stock of sclnd, and \r;;itel.cd 
~ l i o ~ o ~ ~ g l i l ~ ~ .  11 ~ i ~ ~ ~ s c r y ~ i i ~ ~ ~ i  L V I L ~ ~ C L ~  IIIC not to cxpcct too 111uch ; t i  the \vny of I - C S L I I ~ S  1.01- six 
nlonths. 

hdy gr:~\,cl lied cuncnlly rc:~cls pfI 6!4-7 @ IOOmm and the sn i d  str)ckpilc 111 1 4 l 2  fir% 

X01111ii. 7!/r t i )  150mm and pE-l 8% @. 300mm.I bclievc the varintion noted i l l  I I I C  s:itlc.l 1i:ls 
Iwen inilucnced by the very dry condition5 of spring and early summer in Syrlney in 1997 :itid 
1 wo~~ltl  expect t l l~ t  in titile the effect will move down through the inete~.ial to give morc 
uniforni rcacling. In the n~cantimc I will obviously need to mix and monitor the ~linterial 
lhoroughly to rcnder it suitable for use, 

NOW hr Lhc good pmt. All of the surviving plants in the grevel bcd hnvc resporldccl 
&ammatically since mid-spring with vigorous, good coloured new folir-ge One of the 17ert. 
,yrun~Jis specimens is now flowering on 14 vigorous leaders, with a further four looking 
particularly wcll.. ?'he second spccirne~which had been reduced to about 1551iim Iligh, hns 
also recovered and has 6 active leaders, although these are not yet to thc: budding stage. 
.bother plant which last October was so chlorotic and sickly looking t!lat I considered hking 
r t  out, war: a dark blue, late flowering form of Lechenaultia biloba. As ?.he roots seemed to 
sliow sc~nic resist~ncc,I decidcd to give it another chance however and cut it back lo 75111111 
high. It is cur~crltly vigorous, about 300 mm high, and bunched up wit], ni:u~y gootl dirk gteen 
Icaclcrs. 

,C o much for my ignoring the spoken wisdom about pH. With t ie grey sand, I should 
have beer I suspicious when I first notcd the evidence of earlier buildiq ;-use which could 
possibly have probably included some lime mortar or comparable mat . rial. -- - XI) thc case .- of h e  . 

g~nvcl bc~.l Ihc alkalinity w ~ s  prab:rhly caused by the brenliing doiw/n ol the niorttrr horn tllc 
~ i ~ l l i ~ l ) ~ ~ i i  bl'icli well..lt is ncat,ly 10 ycars since thc bcd was prepared utd the troublc was not 
apparent .:arly.. I think it would be fair to say that the inortar had b rok~n  down progressively 
resulting in a p d u n l  increase in alkalinity with consequent deteriioration of all plnnts in the 
tjcc1. 

I I .M. l Icu:ctt, ASGAP Vcrticordu Study Group Lcader 
I 1 IIawc:,~ Place, Chcrrybrook, NSW 2126 
'I'cl. \ )4 )5Li  2766. 


