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STUDY GROUP SUBSCRIPTIONS

Desapite the fact that in Newsletter 39 (February 03), I foreshadowed an increase in annual
subscription to our Study Group, to take effect from 1/87/03, and repeated the advive in Newsletter
40: (August 03), I am still receiving incorrect subscripirions.

The correct amounts as from 1/07/03 are $5.00 for Australian members of SGAP and $20.00 for
overseas members (if applicable)

in regard 1o the above, | have been surpnsed and disappomnted that the most recent advices Zven
mn Regional Newsletters of New South Wales, Tasmania and Canberra. and ASGAP Newsletter 31are
still incorreet,

MEMBER DONATIONS
The following member denations in excess of the norninal 33.00 subsenption are gratefilly
acknowledged.-

SGAP Quensiand $10.00
SGAP Victona $5.00
SGAP New South Wales $10.00
SGAP Blue Mountains Group 33.00
Darren & Louise Allen $2.00
Bob & Dot O™ Naill S5.00

AWARD for « THE TURNER OF HEARTS'
Reprinted from the Wildflower Society of Westers Australia Nowsletter August 2003

“Verticordia. the Tumer of Hearts” . published by UWA Press last vear and recently shortlisted for
the Western Australian Premnier’s Book Awards hes won the TREAT Nationa! - Australian® award for
Exeellence in Educational Publishing 2003, ( Scholarly Reference Category)

The book, written by Elizabeth George and illustrated throughour wath beautiful water-colours by
Margaret Pieroni. one of Australias most talented botanical artists. is the definitive guide 10 this exquisite
and umque Austrabian wildflower,

The awards were established ten years ago by the Australian Publishers Association and the
University of Sydney Teaching Resources & Textbook Ressarch Uru (TREAT), with the support of the
"Australian’ newspaper. to recognise and honour the beal educationsal matenals published during the vear,

MEMBER REPORTS.

Graham Fastwood. Batemans Bay. reports that because of the drier than usual conditions
prevatling over the vear, some Verticordias have flowered rather poorly this recent spnng.. These included
Yerticordias phimosa var plumosa and densifiora var eespitosa which have since been pruned back. A
newer speaumnen of Verticordia lindleyi subsp lindievi has fiowered for the first time,

Despite the drought however, all has not been lost. as seedlings of some species have appeared
meluding several Pervicordia huegelii var decumbens and two | erticordic mitohelliana

Bob and Dot O"Neill, Katandre Gardens, Wandin, Victora say the recent season there has been

mixed with the Joss of many cuttings in the propagahon sechion and Ferticordia grandis not being happy
Yerticordius mitchelliana. plumose, galeata and chrysantha are progressing well He notes with some
surpnse. that two plants of the latter, both of simiiar sze nd planied sight months ago, started to fower
three weeks apan. They grow in differing soils aspects and elevations, however.
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SPECIES REVIEW (HERRYBROOK

The following review covers Verticordia species eugrenily being garden grown or muintained in 200
digrmeter pots.as stoek. Garden results to date have encotraged me to apply the planting ir prefilled post
hales. to all recent plantings. The following notes contain special ebservations of some species These age
additional Yo earlier Newsletter cultural comments and may not necessarily be taken as significant Australia
wide Olher factors such as particular climatic patiem, losal garden topography and aspedt, or particuiay
cuftural treatment, may come nto the equeiion. Your expenences, either confinming or contradicting these
observatons would be very welcome, and would add to our overali cultural knowledge of Verticordias.

In Sydney we are still experiencing severe drought conditions and under threat of even mors sinct
water restrctions. Despite the weather sonditionssubscquent watenng.aller wital establishinent, hes racly
been necessary, or at most seldom applied. This post hole planting freatment though. 15 vet 1o be proven
under our wetier, more traditional. late sumimer conditions.

Dates shown. eg. *10V01” refer to planiing time of garden specimens.
if prefixed P/H, mdicates speaimens bemg grown in filled post holes. Refer N/L 40 for more
complete details and cotament.

¥ goerpsa var acerosa

Stock and F/H - 8/03- tipped early to encourage complexity. Very good fo date
V.argentea

Stock-Growth initially decumbent due I believe, to the mode of propagauon:- After earlier
attempts had failed under must. {or the most recent attempts, curtings were placed at an angle t© throw off
axcess water from leaf axils. This proved more successful. Upon flowerning however, new growth has
pecome vellowish. Iron chelates, Seasol weak Nitrosol. a little pellerted fertiliser and trearment with a litte
race elemsnts in soltinon have, to date, fatled to correct same.

P'H - 3/03- Growth form and leaf eolour for most of the growing penod noied similar to stock
plant. With the advent of warmer summer conditions and a fittie epsome salt, leaf colour now considerably
improved Flowenng at present, but still guite smal. Second siage leaf growih however, seems to be fending
mMore Sfct.

V. artennata

Thus species, as noted in carlier Newsletiers tends to grow guure tall and become vulnerable to wind
damage to root systems, Accordingly a 3/02 plant irx garden soil has besn proned to restrier it to about 5060
maamiun. Thts sumuner ¥ has responded with g second flush of flowers.

Siock and P/H - 303 + several P/H - later. All plants of thig species under post hole planting
treatment have been tipped early and are now rabust. multbranched, tenacious and compact in form. Some
are currenily producing first lowers., I intend to limit them to about 450mum tall
¥, blepharophylia

1 have found this species reluctant to make good growth both in the garden and as a stock plant
witil approach of the sunumer towering peniod, Additional watering has not helped. An carlier specimen:
PIH 3403, was never vigorousand died 803

PIH - 11'03-Slow at first but comgnenced active growth 12403, Cumrently vigorous,

V. brovwnii ’

Stock and P/H - 11,03~ Acting on a comment fom Dick Mills that he had found this species
nezded more water than most, ! incorporared a small quanfity. of water crystal ino the potting mix for both
of the above siuations. Though still cuute young. both specimens are progressing very weil.

V. carinata

Too small as vet for planting out, but apparently unproving with summer corclitions..,
V. chrysanthella

P/ - 802+ several Jater.- All plants have grown parteularly well and consistently better thun
specimens planted earlier, direct to vanons soil types. Early and progressive prunmg hias, [ belteve,
conmbuted to mudnbranched, complex development. When necessary at planfing, the spacies has
responded well, withouy sny apparens # effect, to remeoval of colled roots and even, on occasions, t©
complete bare~rooing .,

V. densiflora var densiflora

Stock and 6/99- The only problem encountzred has been poor acceptance and sk of loss, fom

pruning eariy after fowenng,
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V. densiflora var cespitesa

This 38 another species T have found intriguing, I heve been growing it from 1997, but witil spring
703, L have not succeeded in producing even one fower. It has bean 1 tall grower and has responded
vigorously to occasional heavy pruning.

Stock and P/H - 10/02- This specimen was tipped in earh growth fn V03 1t was multibranched and
pruned back hard to 300 maximum x 300 diameter. By 10/03 it was 430 X 550 diameter and showing signs
of budding. By 11/03 1t was m fuil flower, the corymbiform. Sower heads completely obscuring the foliage.
V. drummondii

Stock and P/H - 3/03. Early tipping has produced a tenacious compact multibranched specimen
currently commencing flowering. Seems g littie slow i zarly growth
V. fastigiata

Stock and F/H - 9/02. A little slow in garly growth but now tenacious, muitisternmed and compact
V. fragrans

Stock and P/H - 11/02. This species seems 1o be best planted out from late spring to rmd sumemer
rather than through cooler parts of the year, when growth rote can tend to stagnate. It is currently doing very
well, but because some earlier growing efforts in soil suffered from wind damage to foliage and root
systems I am keeping it pruned to limit the height and promote mors complexaty.

V. saleara

Stock and P7H - 10/02. At planting, species has proved very tolerant of pruning of coiled roots and
2ver complete bare rooting. Plants currently compact, multistemmed and to date, very Tenacious and
drought tolerant.

V. grandis

11/89.1 have referred on occasion to this specimen which still remains healthy. despite 2 little
trauma on oceasion., such as complete defoliation from a wet autums in 1996 and suffenng. 11793 from
wind blown chlonne. After Graham Eastwood, Batemans Bay, pruned his specimen, s reported in carlier
Newsletters, | have bang trving to reduce this specimen to a more compact form, it heving become a hittle
open. In 1202 | pruned it again but with the drought conditions conunuing. very itte new growth had
ensued until recently, despite occasional watering. With a hot 1/04 however, good new Hps are now
active. These unfortunately, are confined to newer wood rather than fom the older low growth. for wiuch |
had hoped. A recent advice from Graham incidentally, reports the unfortunate Joss of his specunen afier &
sécond. more severe pruning.

V. helichrysantha

Duning the recent spning, Graham reported that a plant in his garden, which he had thought he had
lost, had started to show a Intle activity. In 11/03 he reported 2 fow Hower buds fonmng.

Stock and P/H - 303.and P/H - 8/03-. Although mv stock specimen; planted 1/03 has done very
well, having made continuous growth. the story about the other two garden specitnens is ¢ little different. it
suggesis that the species has a predominant tendency for summer growth. The 303 specimen, despiie
encouragement with Seasol, Nirosol pelleted fertiliser end Epsom salts showed no growth response at ail
until 10/03. when the first new tips appeared. The second specimen made continued growth ffom planting
time,. but the carlier one has new passed it t0 become a more robust plant.

V. Belmsii

Stock only, which remams stmall and a little inclined to chiorosis.
V. huegelii var decumbens

Stock. 5/96 and P/H - 8703. The latter specimen is a little slow at present, but this would seer $o be
normal for this species. T think it was Dick Mills who reported that the species has a rather Jong summer
dommancy. The stock piant has been a little more vigorous but is currently slightly chiorotic. From miy own
garden expenence, vigorous growth can be expected to commenes in late summer of avmmn.
¥, lindleyi sabsp lindleyi

P/H - 405 Tipped early. Now multistemmed and robust baving just finished flowenng,

Y tangistylis

Neil Marrioft onee referred to this species as unkiilabis.

R85 | believe this date supports Neil’s comment. Curently flowering,
Viminutiflora

12/88 andt P/H - 10:02- | am attempting to keep specimens small. complex and compact by early
tpping. Cuorrently flowenng and very robust,




V. miteh el.ff‘mza

drop mgd au.::mn, in“uh .é by piam k‘s&y ai’w ivpica ‘%w-nw late summer weather, 1 i’za\m shggestsd m
Newsietters that the cause 15 foliage or peduncle fungal attack, bmuunt on by our humid weather at this tme
and I have noted my intention to spray with Pest Oit in an effon to antcipate the trouble and give plants
some light eoating for prolection? The above plants are both healthy at the monient and vigorous, { huve
just started the tregtment, which { infend 1o repeat a1 approprate intervals during the next wo months of so
until the danger period bas passed. In January, swhen humid conditions prevatl, particularly overnizghi, they
adopt 2 brilliant hght grey appearance. After spraying. the bull of the leaves appear mid-gresn, but new tip
aowih continues and 1s glaucose zicy as ubove,

V. monadelphg var monadelpha

1 have had some difliculty in recent times, establishing specimens of thus species, both m my gurden and as
3 containenised stock plamt Trouble seems to have started approaching the first preflowering stage.

Planis generally have made good early growth, but af the stage nored. the leader foliage has turned
yellowssh with loss of vigour.. I have tned varous treatments, such as fron Chelates and epsom salts dut
to date, | have not been able to restore the affected specimens to good foliaze colour, and phants have eithes
beer: lost completely or have lost vigour and have just hung on for some tine
Sessol applications have uiso been ineffective as have been treatments with '\mm %

A nursery aequmed m‘...‘CUn'EI'I pianted P7H - 403 has been the latest casual'y At planting it was
discovered to have developed considerable root colling in the lower region of the pot. These coiled roots.
representing about 30% of the tonal root svstem, had turned %*x wnish in cc} ur and were discarded To
sompensate, the piant leaders were pruned heavily and usea for cuttings. T muzht add here thai tus species
has genarally proved slewer than many other Verticordas 1o propagats.

Planted PrH - 103, the plant made parficularly good progress unnl early 11793, but wath heavy
budding starting to davelop, the wouble noted ahove staried o show,

Agting upon the assumphion that the development of flower buds was placing yndug stiein on 2
relatively voung speciman,  carefully removed all of same but to noe avail. The plant merely langushed for 2
while but by the end of the veear it was compictely dead Root mspection did not sugeest a reason

iM«K = 1/03-A siruck eniting from above was planted. It i now 2 mound 259mm Jugh x 26% mmn
average diameter and is in full flower wm: vizoTous new ferminal growth extending approx. SUmm beyond
all flower heads. In this case the roots, at planting hud only just reached the botom of the 130mm desp
staging pot,

{ have wondured if the seasonal plantng time {‘oui& be of siznmificance with this species With the

garden planting method I an cwrently ustog, plantng fom late spring through summer appears 1o be the
most desirable pened for many Verticordios, with lintle orno iazsr watenng necessary affer initial
esl-.lbln.muenn urespaetive of weather pattern.

A stack specimen was planted 1 8 conteiner i, 9/02, The root svstem had collapsed at planting.

bur neverticless it spade reasonable progress until 10/03 with goed budding. A1 this singe the dreadad
vellowing started to develop and afier & few lowers had opened, it gave it away completely. Exammarion
indicated a reasonsbl v ba anced root development which appeared healihy
It had been an excepuenally diny Csprng i Svdney bt the plant had recoved regulor watering
ang other treatiments Wli}\ Seasol an f raliser,
1 currenitly have other new planis progressing in the garden in vanous siuanons, and | am keeping
my fngers crossed, v‘~.\- wit‘r the above these have been planied withont necessity for any root praning or
soi distirbance, the roots having barely reached the bottems of the nursery pots Could it be that this
species 18 a Hittle ss-;mms«e to easly root inlerierance af planting of carlyv Hoping at the juveniie stage?
Looking over eariier records back in the 80"s und 90°s, 1 did have some reasoruble successes with
ttus species, althoush on cecasion, loss of vizour to leader growih was occastonally recorded, generally in
sarly spring.. :
Perhaps the soif tvnes T have tried hese have beon 2 livle below opdmum desirabiling, or purhurs
Ezma{zg fuctoss of receny vears lave had some inluence??
V. nobilis
Stock and P - 8703 This specimen remats heulthy and rotains linear juventle folinze, but has not
progressed sinee planting. This would seem io be confirmation of the sominent by Elizabetl George
regurding & mther long donnancy penod and slowness 10 establish
V. pirvrhops
"‘..\" \\;1 7

Siill sinadl ana vellowsly gthouzh a lintle leader crovh is currengdy evident It has not
f 1o correciive euiments as noted above [or a few othier species.




V. plumosa var plumeosa

Slock-890 ~ others. Speies has been reliable and robust. Prusing i recent years has improved
plant appearance,
1. plumosa var ananeates

Stock _and 3/9¢. Plant hes remained healthy but rather open despile accesional pruning. In' 1904 it
produced 115 first {Iowers, (about 6).. [intend tnang it in @ more open sttuation shorly using P/H planting
treptment.
V. phmosa var vassensis

Stock and /04, Scott River formn Toa juvenile for comment
V. pulchella

Stock only. Potted 8/03. Has progressed well First cutiings taken.
1. staminosa subsp, staminosa

Stock only, Grafred specimen currently vigorous and flowenng
L. staminosa subsp cylindracea var erecta

Stock. 12/88 and P/H - 4/03. Vigorous and muitistemmed from ground. The 12/88 garden
specimen is now very gnaried and leggy but remains healthy and continues 1o make new seasonal growth
and fower.
V.stenopetala

Stock only - Stil small and vellowish, although a little leader growth is evident 1t has not
responded to corrective treatment, as attempted for @ few other species: see above.

H.M Hewett, Leader ASGAP Verficordia Study Group
{1 Harvey Place

Chemvbrook. NSW 2126
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