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T11e f o l l o w i n g  new nombers h37e  j o i ~ e d  t h e  ZtuAy Group i n  A C Y - c 3  
c a p c i t y : -  

" 77 . 
:u.rs. V a l e r i e  l.;cConchie, 2'; ' t e e l e  Rd., a n e r a i d ,  v lc.3?S2. 
1  2ar:Aal.l ?. iFnke,PO Roy 2 ~ 4 0  F o r t  Sragg,  28 9%37 CC&, 

7 I U - A e  -- 1,;cConchig i s  , rger.hl:r of Poothi!.!.~ Group, SGAF ' J ic , ,  one 
of Dur . Pass ive  ca tegory  s u ~ ~ c ; c r i b e r s ,  The h a s  th ree  ~ g a r  015 
n l a n t s  of Ve r t s ,  chrv santha r.36 ~i~ lx! l~sa  an4  h a s  r r c e r t l y  sc  q u i r e ?  
dt?r-!sif'lora an6 ~ ~ i t c h e l l i a n a .  I l.:a.: ?ple:ise:7' t o  n o t e  her  co.r?s:itment 
+,o >e..n r.lp  st^? f r33  t j n e  t 3  t5r-i.e gf j7.e~ S - J C C P P - S ~ S  226 f a i ' - i : ? o ~ ~  

'I-, < . . , . - l e  s o ~ e  Ct11-7y S -o i~?  77e3bers a r e  gri>l.-?ng a  camp-?hensive rar?ge 
P ol s p e c i e s ,  many o t h e r s  have merely ope or t-:~o, and t h e s e  s h o z l d  

r e s l . i s e  t ! ~ a t  t hey  c ? n  c = > n t r i I ~ u t e  significastly fu0 ol.l? !:nc?e?sta?ic5ir;z . 4- O 

oi' c u l t u r a l  hazards  323 t3csirn1-le ho r t5cu l t : ? rn l  treatments to s u l ~  
the r.l..lay!y va-i_.jd c l i n : ?  tic c- : l< j . t lonc  a.cro.5 o::r  sun";.^. 

L-i256.:311 Lir; l<c - repc,r ts  i~-~t:-:req< .. - ir :  .--- ' , ' 3yJ i i - ; - - -? inc  ...,, ,.I <-a- ~ 3 5 r ;  ?,:i:2!*: 2;  - -. - n.,. 4L.G xl>efi h e  acq-jir(.:!. s.:?,?. c3r . :;,j-~I13pr (3-y 5 ; ) e ~ i e ~  :~:3 i2  ;>ir:.-!etk3:?;: , . 
Seed Sers-ice. 3f Ig s ? e c i e s  so::111 some gerr!iir:ation occurre!'c c' SF:.:, 
';:-lt jr; t . h r s g  cases u :)zLy r e s u l t e $  a:?3q t h e s e   ere 
;. 5 1; 3-;. . <? c, r,, .-\ r, 0 c<.. * .  .,.! . d. 

-- -.-, . q:3-;cyer;. s E ~ ~ ~ c ~ s  l::itFi Cr2.: :33:;5i-c s ~ ~ ~ ~ 2  ~ ~ r ~ ~ : ?  z1rq7-:t :.?c-.!! 
.. - ..- --.- - L , - j 3 ,  1 . < .. c.'3-:7-; . . . ':;: . . . :.7.3 c 

" . ., i r :  cay-;.' 7..-.:!"'J@2: ?.I:,-. - .- 7 - . .A: .L + - -rl '?c , 627-rs - -J C!y I 2  sr.?i?r-. ~;;-:f; ... .. 'T-C - .. ';rc><:;cp" 2c t..:c, s-e.:l;ir . 
* - .  . r~ :,e egc?Lo se:? ;i c : - loyr  ---i ,, - ,_, ?-,+ r\f 5:~: T J : 2 ~ f i  - - - , .  r-qyr7 i;j i;~:qc?_~;? i y  _Cl{?-.ey. 

'J; 7,. ' T .  7 a-]dress zt t , h - i ~  t i n e  7:lar, I - L ~ : )  I,.lr:o, Cal . ,  311 F!7.!_ar?d s rea  -.-he;-? 
~li_l:!a.t?c c~::r:i-i;j.c)ps a r e  nl.lc]l sclre e-.-tr;.me t,l-!a-: at his c : r r ~ e n t  hone 
,zt ? a r t  T-';ra:;gc A l l  of h i s  ' :~.,-ticorc?Las i j l - t i rnately s:,:.cc~<~e,-: t- 
L . - ,,l:e c:;?? ~;Fr~+,c r  con< it -I.,-!r:s ~.:ltii 1.3 ck 9"r;ilfi f o r  ar; ?-.-tez,? &?? ? ? y ~ . > c 1 .  

- -ari ..:ell l j e l i eve  c3;iy-.iegts .'n r i . l ;ardc I have felt +Jk;?* .L d 

a 11 Yer t i co rd i a swi th  t h e  pozr,ll:le e v c 2 p t i n n  of V .  ;7L!:rmsa ,-e?c_+ 
u n f a v o 3 ~ r a b i y  t o  l a c k  of w i n t e r  suno 

I X f ~ . -  i2pxberc- ha-;e 13s y e t  %ro:.lght tLle:qseli;cs f j_ r ;anc l&l ly  '7 :lp 
t o  ? a t e  f o r  t h e  c i x r r ~ n t  fee pcr . iod ,  s 3  f?r t h e s ?  1 h a - ~ e  i n c l ~ + . ? d  

s ~ > e c i f i c  relgir?Jpr n: , t iceo ?l .ense n o t e  t h a t  our a ~ n u a l  fee ,--?ri_o", - m i s  from J u l y  I t i l l  ..l~r.e 30 of  t h e  ensuing year.  he fen  Si,r 3 0 t h  
A,:TIiTE ?A'iRSI'v'Z, r:?em?-;ership i n  A u s t r a l i a  i s  $. 3.30. O7er sea s I 
r.rier2hsrship i s  $ 10.00, 

T h s  5t;:g.y Grol~? needs  your cant-Lrluec? f i r ,ar ,c ia t  ~ : ~ ; 3 p c r t .  



PROPAGATION OF V E 3 T I C O 3 D I A S  FROi4 S35D 

I n  K e ~ r s l e t t e r  KO. 7, I d e a l t  i . l i th  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a t  some l e c g t h ,  
nakinp s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Ai f f  i c u l - t i e s  J- encoun t~ red .  follo;\ring 
g e m i n a t i o n ,  i n  r a i s ing  seed l i n g s  a p?.ar,tahle stage. 

I am nov i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  c o ~ t i n u e  d i s c u s s i o n  a  l i t t 7 . e .  
- 

I n  i.ovnrober 1386 I ?nt dnbm seer' of 6 Y e r t i c o r d i a  s le ' c ies .  I can 
no t  quote t h e  age of t h e  seed a t  t h a t  t ime b u t  it ~:roul-' have b.sn 
anything, hut new. It had been ~ a s s e c ?  on t o  n? by a f ~ i e n d  vho had A *  

been c a r r y i n g  o u t  some U n i v e r s i t y  r e s e u c h  on groaagatiol? b x t  ~ n l s  
? a d  termlnatecl several y e a r s  earliero 

F I 
1 ns s p e c i e s   ere ' i ' e r t i co rd i a s  n r j . t z e l i i ,  ova l l fo l i c i ,  n;:el.ieri_aza, 
s i c t a ,  f i m b r i l e ~ i s  and i r l s i ~ r l s ~  

see? ho-res I p ~ l . y s t y r e r e  fruit c 3 r t o n s  about 15GLm dee?- 
25rrrm d iv id i l lg  s t r i p r ;  were $lli?:k?:q:eri i n t o  t h e  c -~r fa .ce  t o  se ; :a ra te  
the spec i e s ,  

. . F- A . ,  2 ?Our; -..a 5 f 51.3 :.I:'~ :;ii i l l iartz gr=(Ye.;:- a :lI;ro:.r 3r."?rrI P l a n e t  PT. 
F / Y {Z, ,... ; -.- L 

& . - $51-  : l ;O~e t h i s  war, 305x5 of a 313, r, t,ure o f  t h e  S;i>?C ~ r ~ . ~ e l  
c j&3,-, - si_ft,etT7, g r e y  tli.lsti sand., of Z;'a-.ikesbl?;.y ?an(! s tone  ~ r i g i ; : ~  The - ,L:- 

C -..-,.:re soTrjn , a i r l y  thic:?:ly on t o 9  of t!;e shove a ~ d ~  he ld  d o ~ , - r ~  :.;lth 
a  t h i r ~  bli-riding of t h e  same g r a v e l ,  They l.lc?re then r~liste:?. s l i ~ h t l . ; ~  
4 I ?  0 - . * l ;  -.-itti 3 f l -ak  l?r?ar<, 

- L - - ,.. Tt7.e sc?e:! bq-.-+?s -.,i:?re l oca te r !  ,.,he h n t t e s t  :;:!c?si!'.?o~. I !2,z:j:Lri ~ i r ~ : i ,  
ofi t ,he :-;orth sicie of' 2 r:alin:: f ence ,  a r ~ d  covered 1.!it:; 3 s k e e t  .-f ., - 
~ i - a s s  L f o r  ti-,e I-,r,ai3:ic;: of t,b;: s i i y i r : ? ~ r ,  

0 :\:arch 1, 1337 th? -  lass coyer ,,.as remo*<ed = Y >  -1; ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t i ~ ; ? l  0- 
7 < v a u r s b l e  germfnation .~ea tL;er  d11r4r:c.the !.circh/~;ril;'-:.~a;. 2 e r i o d .  

I987 however t h i s  y e r i o d  turr:ed o1.1t t n  be unseawr.ab1y 6Gj~,  ar,? 
i t  no t  ur?t,i l  t h e  y..i:!ter r?.(?nths t h a t  any apprec l sS i e  ccr-.+ir:!!il;y 
o f  hurnid conr l i t ions  p r e v a i l e d ,  These \!<rite? conr?i';?gr!s c o n t r a c t e d  
w i t h  ollr :isi~.al ..-triter -.:eatkler i ;a t te r , r , ,  cT1lly 5.3i.9~ 9re"of z:l,- ;:.,-i_ese 
: . - , ? ~ ~ t h s  7-S.th !ilLlgu5t r!ot f z r  l - ,ehindc 

7 . . 2 .non m y  pre\'iol; s e-.periar:cr?s ~ . : i t h  7 e e d l t r : g s  of -'snL' . . . *A  !,Lc:>?r.;z 3 z t  
. . . T i.?li.r!t f r l . ~ r i ! i g - ~ a l  r ??proache<. ??*e - 112- t  s t a g e ,  p o t t f r g  on, :.:it3 
3 : l ~ ~ i ~ r ~ e  u of t,rI?pl+atic)r;c Bow l.!as i g941:g t o  giit, tI?er! safe?:.; 9-t, 
o f  t hq  seer! bo--es l.:ltho~.lt d a n n ~ i ~ g  t h e  r 5 o t s  s!lii;?, 7 e?-nectnr: 
-::ouid sqon yet, t 3 n c l e r i  <l?t;, the ; : ' : . a ~ ~ ~ . . : ~ ? l  ''-.-.I -. 7 - 3 ;  T A go ing  
t o  r ~ a i p t a i r !  them ? . ~ i t h n u t  lof;r-es f r o r ~  c?an_n-off? 

- .  
+ -.eclrler? tr, :eavcl them ~ . - h ? r e  they - Iere  f o r  sgme t i r le  i r  t h e  h3ye 

rn t h a t  t h e i r  f n a g t L e  c,te:ns ..:auld t q u ~ h e n  1:p a  b i t .  i h e i ~  seecz5 t o  
cope very  1.7el_' i . : i th some p e r i o d s  of t o r r e n t i a l  rail? d u ~ i r ? g  spr5r:g 
and a l t hough  n o t   fatere red a r t i f i c i a l l y  fluring sorge weeks of firy 
 reat at her, t h e y  renair-e4 hea l thy .  



PROPAGATIOR OF VERTIC ORDIAS FROM ,SEED (C OITINUED) 
I t  was not  u n t i l  mid Rovember, a f t e r  very d r y  condi t ions  had 
prevai led  f o r  some weeks, t h a t  I r e a l i s e d ,  i n  leaving then e n t i r e l y  
t o  t h e i r  oum resources,  I had been asking a  l i t t l e  too  much. A f t e r  
s e v e r a l  days of hea t  wave, txro of t h e  V. i n s i f in i s  were gone and 
many of the  V. n ic ta ,  The remaining ones of t h e  l a t t e r  spec ies  
d id-  no t  loqk too heal thy,  

The n e - t  r a i n  period occurred s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  i n  l a t e  Bovemb.bsr 
an6 I potted up t h e  remaining e i g h t  V. i n s i a n i s  i n t o  751x9 riian. 
b lack  ? l a s t i c  pots I 5 O m m  deep, Acting upon t h e  suggestior. of  Greg. 
Lamont ( r e f .  E/L Koo 7 ) ,  I s t e r i l i s e i i  a  quan t i ty  of notsting nix 
f o r  I 5  minutes, by suspending i n  boilir lg v a t e r ,  encloser! i n  a  
~ l a s t i c  bago The m i -  iaias zlarle u? of 3@ of t h e  gravel  noted s b o v ,  rO$ grey bush sand and 205 German peatmoss. \!hen cool  I sachet  of 
n r ocgsr id 7~as  mived in .  Implements were washed i n  hl-msehold b leachc  

My f i r  s t  apnrehension proved unfoi~nded. The seedl ings ,  su rp r i s ing-  
l y  l i f t e d  e z s i l y  v i t h  a hand f o r k  lrrith a s s i s t a n c e  from a  water j e t .  
Average length of t h e  roo t  systems was s b o ~ ~ t  75rm azd i n  orly one 
case did any damage occur,  

The potted p lants  ve re  s tored  i n  a  f u l l y  e~posec! loca t ion  i n  a 
s i ~ i l a r  polystyrene car ton  t o  t h e  seedboves with a  matching c s r t o n  
over a s  a  cover i n  an inver ted  p s i t i o n e  During extended -?ry con- 
d i t i o n s  i n  Zecenber they 7.rere hand raatered or. t:m occasions v i t h  
water t h a t  had beer, cooled a f t e r  bo i l ing ,  The necess i ty  t o  :.rster 
h a d  been prompted by yellowing of lower l eaves  of the  specimen 
i*;hich had suffered r o ~ t  damage. 

I n  e a r l y  Zanuary 1988, t he  p lan t s  having no t  gro7.T 5eyqnd t h e i r  
c t t i n g  up height  of 30mm, and f u r t h e r ,  hsving sho~~ln s l i g h t  l o s s  
of l ea f  colour peneral ly ,  I decided t o  t r a n s f e r  thex t o  a c o o l e r  
loca t iono  S t i l l  s ta rd ing  in  t h e  polystyrene cartor, ,  they :..ern 
placed south of a  shed lahere only e a r l y  rqorninf: sun was a v a i l a S l e c  
The i ~ t e r s p a c e s  nrn--nd t h e  pots vere  f i l l e d  w i t h  t he  quartz g r a v e l  
t o  obvia te  not heat ing and 50/50 shade c l o t h  placed about 303rm 
aboveo They . -ere  ~~raterer?  by garden hose every f e ~ . -  daysc I n  n5d 
January they stood u p  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t o  about I5Om of t r o p i c 2 1  
t y p e  r a i n  over tvo dayso To d a t e  only  one p lant  has been l o s t ;  t h e  
one t-hich szf fered  r ~ c t  d a c a g e ~  The o t h e r s  have improved i n  l e a f  
colour and commence? new g r o ~ ~ r t h ~  

Time of cqurse *.ill t e l l  but  t o  da te ,  t h i s  i.:ould seen t o  3e cy 
nost  successfu l  e f f o r t  i n  car ry ing  seed l i n g s  through t o  a l a p t a b l e  
s t age  and I l->ok for1.-ard w i t h  en thus iasn  t o  f u t u r e  at tempts  t o  
repeat  t h e  rJerformance, I r e g r e t  not.. t h a t  I did not  a c t  e a r l i e r  t o  
~ o t  i l ?  t h e  seedl ings  of b .  p i c t a ,  yrhich ysTere a l l  l o s t o  Tho see? 
boxes T7erp covered again 7.ri th g l a s s  during t h e  recent  suruner an3 
r ~ f l l  be e-oosed t o  t h e  elements from 1 s t .  March 1 9 5 8 ~  

I an pleased t o  be a b l e  t o  inc lude  t h e  folio-ring l e t t e r  from E l i z o  
George t o  l icensed Tll 'erticordia Coll-ectors  throughout 'J. A .  y..ho have 
a s s i s t e d  i n  her prepara t ion  of a  Ver t i cq rd ia  3eference C o l l e c t i o n o  
The i r  repor t ing  of up t o  d a t e  l o c a t i o n s  of spec ies ,  sub-szecies  e t c  
has  been of g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e + a l s o  t o  Alex, George i n  h i s  work on  
t h e  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  Genus, 



!3 Hawkesbury Crescent, 
Farrer. A.C.T. 2607. 
3rd December, 1987. 

Dear Collector, 

It is hard to believe we are almost at the end 
of another year already. However, I am pleased 
to report we really are "on the home straight" 
with The Verticordia Reference Collection at 
last. 

While attending the International Botanical 

/ Congress in July Alex and I were able to spend a little 
time at the Herbarium in West Berlin, where we established 

that the original (type) Verticordia specimens of Dr. Diels must 
have perished when the Herbarium was bombed during the war - sadly; 
We also visited the Munich Herbarium hoping to find something there, 
but without success. This means Alex will have to select new types 
from available material which agrees with the descriptions as closely 
as possible. While in the U.K. I was privileged to have a close 
look at Bauer's original painting of V-brownii - absolutely superb!; 
see the first published references and descriptions of Verticordia 
by de Candolle and Desfontaines; look for information on cultivation 
of Verticordia species in England during the 1800s and early this 
century- All very exciting! 

We now have specimens in the V . R .  C. of almost all known species 
of Verticordia. The 4 which elude us are; V-carinata closely allied 
to the V-drummondii group, which was collected by James Drummond 
around 1848 and has not been collected since; V-harveyi which has 
pink flowers with fringed staminodes in Autumn near Manypeaks; 
V.jamiesonii with pink flowers during August/September in stony 
ground on the foothills of Mt. Hale, north west of Meekatharra; 
V-verticillata, a large shrub which has white/cream flowers with 
very long styles and long leaves radiating around the stems flowering 
during August/September in the Kimberleys, Northern Territory and 
Islands. 

Most of the "problem groups" of Verticordia species have now been 
sorted out and descriptions of new species, subspecies and varieties 
are being completed. To date there are now 90 species of Verticordia 
and 28 subspeCies and varieties, but there is still one group to 
be done which could add to these numbers. Dr. J.W. Green lists 
53 species in his "Census of the Vascular Plants of Western ~ustrali; 
second edition 1985 and V-decussata occurs in N.T. making 54, so 
you can see there are already 64 new taxa to be described. 

Alex has been on leave writing descriptions for the last 2 weeks 
and hopes to complete all the new ones soon and get them published, 
so we can use the names to complete the V.K.C. and hand it over 
to the W . A .  Herbarium to be housed with their Public Reference 
Collection. You will be advised when this time arrives. I will 
then be able to concentrate my efforts on putting together all the 
information for the book on Verticordia featuring paintings by 
Margaret Pieroni. 

I would a g a i ~ ~  like to express my thanks for your assistance. Alex 
joins me in sending warmest greetings to you and your loved ones 
for a safe, healthy and Happy Christmas and New Year. All the best 
for 1988 - hope to see you in our Bicentennial Year! 
Yours sincerely, 

verticordla plcta, a Spring-flowering shrub widely spread throughout southern Western Australia. 

From a watercolour by Margaret Pieroni. 



Many of u s  have been wait ing eager ly  f o r  Alex. t o  come up with 
f i n a l  d a t a  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of Ver t i co rd ia  species.  There are 
so many ones which do not  f i t  evac t ly  when lare use  t h e  cu r ren t  
R lacka l l  and Grieve key. I t h i n k  E l i z a b e t h ' s  l e t t e r  ~ . , 1 i l l  speak f o r  
i t s e l f  on the  s tage  of h i s  r e v i s i o n  vork. I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  s u r p r i s -  
ing t h a t ,  t h e r e  v i l l  be f i n a l l y  more than 90 species  t o  say nothing 
of sub-species and v a r i e t i e s ,  and it i s  easy t o  understand vhy it 
has taken longer than o r i g i n a l l y  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  

DOKAT I ONS, 

I am very pleased t o  note  a m a t i o n s  i n  e-cess of nominated f e e  
f ron t h e  f o ? l o ~ . ~ i n g  menbers:- SGAP Canberra Zegion, :a?. A ,  Wildf ? o ~ r e r  

rn .- Society Inc= lorn Chaikley, Brian C r a f t e r ,  J eanne t t e  Zraham, lvan 
Holiday and Richard NcFaydeno 

I n  February I j87 I was pleased t o  welcone-Grec S a m n t  t o  t h e  
Study Group and noted some of h i s  comments unde? the  heading :- 
HP,?3?AGATION OF VF9TIC9RDIAS F3OM SZEDff. Greg, ~?rho i s  t h e  Senior 
Research H a r t i c u l t u r a l i s t  with t h e  Departlnent of Agr icul ture  
'3es9arch S ta t ion  a t  Karara, r e p o r t s  on an e:rercise ir! hand po l l in -  
a t i o n  of some " e r t i c o r d i a s  he attempted i n  December 1306, using 
no'lin from severa l  specinens i n  i2y gardene 

C-reg says;-  
"The yercectage seed s e t  (25$j, was rnuch higher than -- : i th  bane 
Pol l  i n a t i o n  of Chanaelauci-:lms. Grol.:th hol.rever has been 
s i g n i f  i c a ~ t l y  slol.?er than i . ~ i t h  Charnae.l_auciams and o c l y  s f  ter 
7 nqnths !?id I have s u f C i c i e n t  shoots of  some c rosses  t o  
attempt t q  r n o t  them, ( s t i l l i n  agar)  . - - Also g r ~ ? . ~ i n g  i n  t i s s u e  cul-ture I have V c  n i t e n s  ar,,' . grand i s ,  
both of ~ t n i c l ~  ...ere f,rol.-n from seed, The ~~~~~~~~~~ication 
r a t e  of t h e s e  i s  very good( aopro--. 6 fo ld  every n n ~ t h ) ,  bu t  
I havent t t r i e d  root ing  t h e  shoots ye t ,  
These r e s u l t s  a r e  Sy no xeans ? a r t  of s c i e n t i f i c  ev?erimentse 
They have j u s t  provided me with some e-rperience and c e r t a i n l y  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  VerticordFas may be g e r x i ~ a t e d  i~ cl l l ture  
much nore r e a d i l y  than  by convsnt ional  meansctl 

.TACK CLAVSOI\j says of k t i c o r d i a  r u e l l e r i a n a  :- 
"I o r i g i n a l l y  managed t o  ~ ~ ~ ~ a g a t e  from c u t t i n g  mater ia l  
ev 7;:. A*, one of t h i s  spec ies ,  1-rhich kept going until-  about 
t h r e e  years  agoo Over t h e  yea r s  I s t ruck  sone c u t t i n g s ,  b u t  
nn t t ing  on al~amys ,roved a  f a i l u r e ,  so I l:la "leased then 
t o  note  t h a t  yo11 consider  t h i s  t o  be one of the  har.?er 
si7ecies t o  maintainw, 

I n  response t o  my c a l l  f o r  carrunent on t h e  veving subject  o f  XI:-DST:i 
ATT-4CY 01; SOXE : XR'T1C;)ROIA SPECIES, Jack con t r ibu tes  t h e  fo i lawing 
thoughts:- 

AotfXave f i e l d  observat ions  of n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  revealed t h e  
same degree of nildew a t t a c k  a s  specimens being c u l t i v a t e d  
i n  gardens and n u r s e r i e s ? *  
B. A s  our pr7pagation genera l ly  i s  from c u t t i n g s ,  it i s  
possibly s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  a t t a c k  occurs  no t  only i n  gardens 
of Eastern and South A u s t r a l i a ,  but  a l s o ,  a s  reported i n  o r  
near Perth,  much c l o s e r  t o  t h e i r  region of o ~ i g i n .  
C. should t h e  incidence of a t t a c k  be more sevore in t h e  P ~ C P  
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of hone and nu r se ry  propagated p l a n t s  than t h o s e  growing 
i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t ,  one could perhaps sense  t h a t  some 
f a u l t  l i e s  t h e r e ,  
D. By way of  c o n t r a s t ,  n a t u r a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n  i s  from seed. 
E o  Summing up, nany o t h e r  t h i n g s  cone t o  mind h i c h  rnay 
poss ib ly  be  s i g n i f i c a n t o  Each s p e c i e s  has  i t t  s o m  a r e a  
where it grovTs n a t u r a l l y ,  perhaps w i th  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n t  sp. 
I n  t h e  ma t t e r  of a fe7.l k i l ome t r e s  however,many changes c a n  
t a k e  p lace  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  of r a i n f a l l ,  s o i l  type  and Ph, 
d ra inage ,  amount of surlstline, esposure  t o  ~srind e t c .  

I 1..as p leased t o  r e c e i v e  Jack t  s thoughts  on t h i s  problem, A s  t o  " A t 1  
I am a f r a i d  I am not  a b l e  t o  ansT:rer t h e  Quest iono Perhaps soue 
o t h e r  Study Group member lnay linow t h e  answero f f E 3 f l ,  '!Cfl, andHDtf 
? e l a t i n g  t a  mode of qropagat ion and i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t ,  a l s o  
pose ques t ions  1.1hici-1 a r e  d i f f i c l z l t  t o  answer a t  i n i s  s tage ,  r LV en 
t h e  proSlems acsoc l a t ed  ~ 5 t h  r a i s i n g  : ' ~ r t i c ~ . r r l i a s  r e a s i l y  f r o n  
s?edc 

- - 
! !?art from t h e  exp!.anatjgns I have s~ l rn l sec!  i n  t h e  l z s t  ~ . e - . : s l ? + t e r  - 
ye t h l s  n i lc ie~.-  a t t a c k ,  I am a f r a i d  i t  nay 5 e  a c a s e  here  a l s o  2f 
accunula t ing  a.s much d3 ta  a s  p o s s i b l e  from t h e  r e s i ~ l t s  of all 3: 
u s ,  so t h a t  xay  progress  beyond t h e  s t a g e  of con2ecture.  

i43S. iE.32: \:fIDPTdr)Ol) a sks  if ? can Inch i f i e  a l i s t  of T.'srtic?r:!l?s 
-..lhich a r e  f r o s t  ~ e s l s t a ? ? ~  

IF her  a r ea ,  Roree Creek, South west PC. S.;?., she says g r a s s  
t enpe ra t l l r e s  f r e q u e n t l y  f a l l  t o  -8 deg rees  C ,  She rey\or ts  l o s i n g  

L : e r t i c o r d i a  chrysantha bu t  now f e e l s  t h a t ,  i n  stri7:ing LC ?ro;.:l;e - 
it v ~ l t i l  some p r o s t  p r o t , ~ c t l o n  hy s i t i n g  bela7.1 taller f : : l i a ~ ; .  - 
c?zc i e s ,  she ~ r o b a h l j r  n'2prive.j i t  af t c o  t~i~~ct-! ~ ~ r i n t n r  ~ 2 1 1 .  

.;.,re :l r-'-.c,. xo?\:oo(< , nenher r e p o r t s  t o  ? a  t o  cor~bine+..-i?k l:;;.r 0-;:!-: 
exper ience,  1;1ould seem t o  in f? ica t , e  t h a t  t h i s  y!ar t icuiar  s?ec l= . s ,  
a l tho?~y ,h  general-!y cons iders6  3ne of t h e  e a s i e r  V ? r t i c ~ r c l i a s  20 
e s t a b l i s h  and n a i ~ t a i n ~  i s  indeed,  one of t h e  most f r o s t  s 5 n s l t i v e c  ., 

00:: e ~ p e r i e n c e  f u r t h e r ~ ~ j ~ r e  sugges t s  t h a t  s u n l i g h t  0~l j3t :re  is 
7 

-i;er:7 neceqsary f n r  i t  t o  contin1:e i n  h e a l t h y  conciitiono ?erha?s  
t h e  ar,S..-er,- 32y  ?,e t o  g ive  it soF:e i:linte- protc2ctlcr s:~.ch 3 s a 
polythsr!e scr:?en su?roun4 support-,ed by s ta l resc  T have f~;::i? ";-3% 

i t  sncns t.o be p a r t i c u l s r l y  f r o s t  s e n s i t i v e  by : . i r t z e  :~f +l:e Tac.5 
t53t. it f ine of  +,he e a r l i e r  f lr)1.reyi!:;: j e ~ ,  a ~ ? .  , - --el?--- u s d L -  t 
P - 
L :Over I?l?ris se?:?. partic:r:,srly - ~ ? l i n l ? r a ? ~ l e ,  

c l o s e  ~ ~ ~ 3 2 3 .  i ~ .  t , h n  s t 3kes  f o r  f r o s k  :;r)-~:.sJt:vity y.:g-:L3 '-,2 '::-2y!;. 

:~olyt . r i .cha,  anat;"ner s ?ec i e s  yrhich suffers f r ~ m  ea r ly  far;:-.ti?FTi? 
fl- f l.o?.:er 5udo T h i s  s2ec fe s  ho..lever h a s  a ver;r long ~ia: .r)r ir .g p e ~ i c d  

given favoura5 le  7.reat.tler condi t i r ;ns .  On my o m  ?iant,s f l a - . - z r s  z r e  
s t , i l l  a ? ~ e a r i n g  i n  l a t e  February,  having e a ~ r i e d  r i g h t  t h ~ 3 u g i :  
P r a n  l a s t  ... i n t e r ,  I t  is my i n t e n t i a n  t o  remoIre t h e  ~ W ~ - ~ Z O : - I F ? ~ L T ~ ~  
~ r o v t h  e a r l y  in %!72 coriing v i n t e ~  ir: an eff'ort, t.2 Ir:c:~:e 2 s l L z h t l y  
l a f  e r  ?";art t o  t h e  flo..7cir-ngo 

C7 L o answer I~lrs. Ko?~*ro 7fi s g ~ l e s t i o r ,  e - r ? l i c i t l y  7 - i t ' n  r ~ c a r d  + bo F r o s t  
aivec r e s i s t a n t  s ? e c i e s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  because I have no t  y e t  r e c d A  

&equate  member f eed  backo I can on ly  r e l y  on a few eranple_s and 
t h e s e  come 2redominantl-y f r o n  ~ s y  own ev9er iencss .  Incidence of 
heavy f r o s t s  h e r e  a t  Cherr:rbrooli i:!oulfi be no th ing  l i k e  23ree 
Zrcek i n  t h e  l a s t  T-.?o y e a r s  1.Je have had a  few very ~2:d 
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mornings ~ ~ ~ h i c  h ?.-ere pos s ib ly  a s  bad, i f  n o t  c o l d e r  than t h e  
f i gu re  s h e  no tes .  I n  I<ye~.rsletter No. 7, I l i s t e d  s p e c i e s  l . r h i ~ h  
..:ere a f f e c t e d  h e r e  3s i . -e l l  a s  o t h e r s  ?.!hich I.-ere no t .  I n  v i n t ~ r  
1.3" 7 took measures t o  o r n t e c t  t h e  s u s n s c t  s p e c i e s  bas23 or. ny 
e v ? e r i s a c s s  of ::!inter 19%. Kone of  t h e  ~ n p r o t e c t e d  ? l a n t s  z:;'f ere6 
any ill e f f e c t  i n  1957, so perhaps t h e  l i s t  :my b e a r  r e p i t i t L n n .  
11; t7.m cases I ha3-e changed t h e  canes  t o  s u i t  c o r r e c t i o n s  z i , < . < i s ~ A  13y ' 
Alexc and ELlzaSe tb  Georgec 
T h ?  l i s t  i s  V e r t i c o r d i a s  n i t c h e l l i a n a  

11uei:eli.i~ ( e r q c t  am: 3 r n s t r z t e  *orrl< 
I i n d l e v a  and s p e c i e s  a f f i n i t y '  
s o ,  n f  fin it^^ stami1-!3sa 
n r 1-lrg2. o ncl1 
*ompact an,I o y n  f ic- -7-?? T~F:-!P) 
r , o b i l i s  (ilote? : ; T ~ V ,  a s  gFa::t:i?lor?~ - 
h e l i c h r u s a ~ > t i . ~ a  ar!c! s!)~ af  f 
f a s t i ~ i a t a ,  
r.lor?ad e l  vha 
n i t e n s c  
s i e b e r i  (not&! 5 s hs rve ; r i  *,; . : ~ ~ : i - ? ~ : ; ~ ~ . s ~ a >  
n r l t z e l i l .  
r e m  iana . 

,? fl. en s i ~  l o r a  . -- 
5nsi.c:nFs. - - % .  

. e 

I di:l :.!a1-t1.n2 ;xd.t4er.tljr f o r  o t l - ~ e r  nembers from * T C ? Z ~  ;?rs:?e 27~3;:s 
7 -  tc, c ~ n f i r m  o r  C?leny t h e  3?'0i-e o r  a n n  t , ~  th5 Listc 

- . .7- . - - . -rc  7 - e  Dl,. 
. , , A  r e p o r t s  h i s  i l l an t  s of ' J e r t l co r?  Fa 6 ru::?rzc:::?ii 3 r e  

0 c . i r r e n t l y  emerging from pos t  L lowering d.ormancy a f t e r  iiet a z 9 t h e r  
- 

s z a  son of f l o v ? r  ing 

- L C 1 -  1 !1:3~e b,+eri nart,ic-,.lla-?.-;r i ~ j t e r e s t e :< .  -;.Q ID;~c)..~ t!:e ~ - ~ : . ? r f ; ~ : ~ ~ y - - ~  ;-: 
L L. I- r- / '  

-I.- ->:, .-; .,,!? c.:,..se ~ ~ l a p t  s (-elfel-  ~!?~~j-i:~~ r,ainr.lel:~, jj:; it.:oc 3, - ,,. , - ,>. - 2  .- L -. 
* - J * -  * . -  -' A * -  

- in s37 of d - i s t - j p ~ f ~ ; r  ?i?Fferect J;;r>e t? t h s t  l i s ~ 3 ~  :"-- ; - ? - - .  4:.  , T ' ! ~  . I  ->- - .  

7 -  . C",I;:-:y grog n i.;erfi;9r, ,: l z  of 73.-?,12.c.3U7;7 ,Y;jr;.-; s ton,3 -.:;jycy:t5 ., .:r3 -:i .-  +'- - .  . 
- - -  l:' ;!-i !nerceqtave iricl1lsFoll of brol..e;~ storle p i e ~ ? : ,  Z,-aLr:a~e 1. : zyy  

7 ~ ~ 3 3 3 ,  As7ect  IS  -..larmc: genr!is has l 9 f t  the12 e z t i r ~ l ; ~  t3 L ! ; : 3 ' - ,  
'Z 3 ; . .. - - 3 -:::i 
;.esources sir!ce ~132t i12g s e v e r a l  yezr s ago,  . . l i t ' , i  no artif F c l 3 1  

7 - ; + + ; g  -- water ing : .  o r  E n , r t i l i s e r s  Growth forli.1 h a s  S.?~rn: a A- \, ,,, .:isre 'n;-?zn 
L ~ 5 2 ~  I h a - ~ e  note!: ir more heavy ';n?leci sails, a.fid ~ ~ : ~ ~ i a ~ ~ ~ = j 7 ~  2JCIYect 
has  "teri rnore ?ronouncer:, They  h.ave s - j rv ived  - a c?~r2i':'r of s e ~ s o l - ~ s  .- . - - -  7 .foul: -Fke hovever free frorn c o l l a r  r o t o r  F'hyvtoyhtliera a t t a c k ?  - .. 

c. t 3  33 a51e t o  s a y  t h e  ssr!e o?. ny o m  2 f f o r t s  ::!iti~ t h i c  s ~ ) e c i $ c ,  

Cl3L. TTI33L3Y h a s  found several s n e c i e s  2 a r k I c : l i a ~ l y  y c n e  t> . . -i.r::sect; attacl:;, These i l?c lude V e r t s o  ~ r l t z e l i i ,  o;:vLzrl?ls an.?. brs-,lris.:, 
7 7 ai:. of :.~hich har! clorie -Jery ... e l l  I.n I215 heavir c l a y  3.c .a~ ?.ed, The 

-,- tr?\:!,le occur red  i n  mic l  r,prlr:g ?.!her: he ~ :?as  ?-,lay QI-! j - nca t i o r c  I n  
217. c a s e s  the a t t a c k  l . r f i 6  s l ~ f f i c i e n t l y  s eve re  t o  cause Loss af t h e  
-?lant ,  
I 3.ms p e r s o n ~ a ' l y  i7ery 5isappoiater: t o  hear  of t j - ~ese  l o s? , ecc  %Is 
y!lant of J e r k c  z r i t z e l i i  war; one I ha< besn ha;) i~l j ;  t'3 :li;e f3r 
c ~ i t t  l r jg r5.qtsrial t o  augnent n.y o;;r, rneagre s~.:pply of s l z n t  c t o ~ l < e  
t :night a?d  t h a t  I t o o  h a v e  found t h a t  t h e s s  s y e c i e s  r e q u i r e  
p a r t i c u l a r  vig!lancec I have found it Iiecessary t o  t a k e  r eg :> l a r  
n ro tec  t i ; re  mea s u r e s  r?urir:g The 7,:ar:ler ? a r t  of ti7.n year  ra+i;,er 
t h a n  wait ? l n t i l  a t t a c k s  become obvious. I f i n d  an. ,o.ccasionzi  
b u r s t  of sp ray~ iwi th  Rogor 40 does  t h e  job e f f e c t i v e l y c  'Jhez zev 
growth appea r s  a f t e r  ra in  i s  a d i s t i n c t  danger per io5,  
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Z R I C  TAYLOZ, Earrandera, K .  S .  14. has sent  me a comprehensive 
r e p o r t  or; h i s  grogress. (see a l s o  F/L Roe 8 ) . I t  i s  c l a a r  that ~ : ~ i t i l  
rginter raini'n ll condit ions,  (li09un between I.:ag and @s?ternher) , end 
hot ,  dry  sunmers, plan-l; performances art? ;I j?"~s:lt fro:: t hose  t.2 
Se eypocted c l o s e r  t o  our East  Coast and i n  nany regares  ~ z y  rxTe 
c l o s e l y  resemi,le those of' p l a n t s  grown 3.r; :..T.!l., UI:ISSC inf luenced 
by o the r  f a c t o r s  such a s  s o i l  type,  drainage etc , .  
Bls t o n p e r a t u ~ e  ranee i s  f ron  - 3  t o  1~4- degrees C ~ 5 t h  T i x i  s7.irr::sr 
h;lmic?it,yo !e s ~ ~ s p e c t  5 . h 5 s  so i l  s l - ight ly  allralFne er.3. may ht:..;e 
hFgh s a l t  c,,nser:trations i n  p a t c l ~ e s ~  Drier a r m s  a r e  of d?e_r: red 
s ~ n c ? ~  ?et?paze a reas  ha:.;e 7.1hite sand s ~ ~ b s o i l ,  To? soll, -::her: J r y r  d Y 

i s  of f i n e  sarzct and d i s t i n c t l y  ..rater r e ? e l l e n t ,  - 
I am in teres ter?  t o  l;ote h e  11.s.e~ amulch of ccarse  r i v e r  ssr??., i 
f i r m l y  be l i eve  h e  i s  or! the r i g h t  tracl.: he re  a s  t h e  s t e ~ ' 1 l e  sl;.;.rface 
condi t ions  ~~rovi t?er?  thersby voulr?, cot, only serve t a  ~ r o t e c ~ ~ . 3 n t s  

C from c o l l a r  r o t t i n g ,  Sut  provide a..'r?ed l-Tc.ht,a ! a c t c r  -::l~icli I 
be l i eve  i s  h L ~ h l y  r3esTrable f o r  these  low, sari? hesth z;)eciss. 

7, JRIC r e lmr t s  :- 
flTkle f :,ilos:!Lr!g fi i,? pot  !.qr~?e ar;y ?-ogr.zss. ap!? +j.e:' :..:bile .mall ;-  
T I  - .  -,. 
, n r t . ~ ?  c i t e n s t -  hro.i.nlij., ; ? n ~ s i f l o r a ,  oculata,.->-~=1.~:foi:i 

I. r 
L... >.-. --s?22 s D.. -qe l l a~~- ,  , ~ r a n . ~ I i s ,  stamicosa, s ~ ,  :I;$, YaP.!>ton, ~ _ r - - . ~  -' c: 

:t?_t:8~.%lj.i) - i n  r;icr;is jr:d acerosa,  - - 
iv:ost of  a'Dbve -:.-ere i;lar,tec', as s;:;a~;. f,cbec; 5:- 3 ; : i ~ L - j ~ -  

1 - -  . L 
- 

i3c7 3 ~ 6  r?_ot e s t a b l c s h  b3yopd ;,he ro.?t, 3 3 - ;  ?"fur? 
;?,>-+ ,, -.-.rilrig, ? I - <  :-:alnll;, i n  I-ny cpinj.on 6 u ~  t:, e.ry?essC 
Our s o i l  d r i e s  bad ly  from October on, arid ou? 1 2 s ~ ~  :::ztsr 
snpply seeins t o  ne t o  be both a l k a l i n e  and s a l t y ,  I f ~ e l  
t h a t  ea,-ly autunn ;~lar?tirig woul? he ;:ore s::ccesc.l̂ ::.i L ~ 5 ~ i i r . g  
6 m ~ n t h s  f o r  roo t  establishment before the  d r y  season,  
rj,Te ha\% a  10% of to t i :aea ther  p j i t i ~  35 C b c L r ; ~  y e ~ ~ c l - ~ 2 . 2  

7 .  - - .  very  eaTly Fegtenberc ?rial1 groyi?._i: >l&;lts 0' a L i  .-l:y!.: 

s-tracgle hene, so sy.,-ing r~1a .n t i .n~  all.-~jr.: h a s  a s3vere f s i l u r e  
r a t e ,  
I w i l l  p lant  more Ver t i co rd ias  t h i s  a u t m n  i f  s k l e  t o  a c q l ~ i r e  
sane and 1:1ill r e p o r t  establishment r e s u l t s o  
Fo d i seases  o r  p e s t s  have been notedo 

n Ch' o r o s i s  has affected.  many p i a c t s  ~:lit'n l i t t l e  r e sporse  zron  
I r cn ,  I.<anr,ar.ese or  ?u.!.phurc 
1.3 success  a s  a ~ r o p a g a t o r  i s  mir:irnai hut  have been S X : C ~ S S -  
ful with Ver t s  l i n d l e ~ T ,  mi tchel l iana  acd cbrxisar~tha, 
The fo'lo~qing spec ies  a r e  carrying on:- - Vert.  l i n d l e r i  -KO ~ r o b l e m s ,  f lov~erir!.g, t a k e s  ?r::nirlg 

r i i t che l l i ana -  Healthy, growing, not  f !_oy:iereil y e t .  
9lumosa- Flowering but s?arse ,  , Suspect nore m o i s t u ~ e  

and pro tec t ion  neededc 
e t h e l i a n a o - S t i l l  small, ( 5 " ) ,  but  hea l thy  3c growirig, 

a - 
Stia Hoi1~hoc.k- S t i l l  s n a l l ,  (6!1), 5 u t  healthy Zc .grovlingo 
5 ~ .  l4t0 Leseilr-Small, no grovth,  appears ~ o r n a r i t 0  
monadel~ha ..pink & qsrhit e  forms- SrmL1, ( 6  , sone 

grobjth but  c h l o r o t i c ,  flowered., - 
~ ~ e n n i ~ e r a -  No growth, s t a t i c *  
h x ~ h a n i i -  I i n  garden s t a t i c .  I i n  51' pot i n  sha+ehouse 

growing and f lollrering. 

-This r e p o r t  of E r i c ' s  r e s u l t s  t o  d a t e  under h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n d i t -  
i o n s  w i l l  be very use fu l  f o r  comparit ive assessment of o t h e r  
members e f f o r t s  under similar c l ima t i c  p a t t e r n c  I th ink  t h a t  he 
may u l t i m a t e l y  f i n d  it necessary  t o  s t a g e  nursery  developed p l a n t s  
i n  tubes,  i n t o  l a r p e r  c o n t a i n e r s  i n  order  t o  achieve more balanced 
roo t / fo l i age  r a t i o ,  b e f o r e  p lan t ing  under h i s  t r y i n g  condi t ions .  



I can now add a  l i t t l e  follotr-up t o  my r e p o r t  i n  t h e  l a s t  Ke1.rsletter 
on what I be l i eve  was a form of  . E o t r y t i s  . a t t a c k  on specinens i n  
my garden of Ver t i co rd ia  h u e ~ e l u .  

I made spec ia l  re ference  t o  a p lant  of t h e  p r o s t r a t e  v a r i e t y  
which seemed. t o  have suf fered  t o  a  l i t t l e  e r t e n t  but ~ h i c h  had 
a p p a r e ~ t l y  responded favorably  t o  t reatment  with t h e  fungic ide  
!L;ancozebe Th i s  p lan t  sho~.~ed no f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  u n t i l  f lower- 
ing  time, a f t e r  vhich, complete l o s s  quickly occurred, Since t h e  
i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  I had given f u r t h e r  I-Iancozeb appli .cations a t  -..hat 
I considered a p ? r o p r i a t e  t imes,  when overcas t  condi t ions  prevailec! 
f o r  a t i n e  a f t e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  r a i n y  periods. Other specimens of 
T:~,.+ h17 = n l ? i  which I f e l t  a t  ris< due t o  very coapact gro;.*th 
form were t r e a t e d  s i m i l a r l y  a t  t h e  time of the  i n i t i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  
and a t  the  subsequent t imes a s  notedo A l l  of these  remalne? f r e e  
from a t t a c k  both before and a f t e r  f loweringn This  c o n t r a s t s  7.7ith 
t h e  previous year .hen  a l l  compact graving glafits of t h e  s ? e c i e s  
were a t f e c t e d  and u l t i r g a t ~ l y  l -osto 

The above r e p r e s e n t s  a  very d e f i n i t e  l e s s o n  t o  be learned,  aricf I 
am now f inding  t h a t  seve ra l  o the r  Ver t i co rd ia  species  a re  vuiner-  
a b l e  but a r e  responding favourably t o  t h i s  preventive t r e a t n e r t ,  

- - 
I th ink  it  reasonable t o  say t h a t  a s  Ver t i co rd ias  gennra:~y cone 
f r o n  dry  s l lmer a reas ,  i t  must be e-cpected: that  i f  ..:re as-cire to 
grov therj under hurnid s w n e r  ccndi t ions  \.re nus t  be prepayed t o  
do  t h a t  l i t t l e  e ~ t r a  t o  maintain them i n  h e a l t h c  A f u r t h e r  hazard 
t h a t  rnust be recognized i s  t h a t  of growing them a d d i t i o n a l l y  i n  
near c o a s t a l  a r e a s o  Af te r  a l l  t h e r e  a r e  many species  of ~ l a n t s  
grown here i n  general  h 3 r t i c u l t u r e  which r e q l i r e  fungicide 
t r e a t ~ e r t s  un6er some c o ~ d l t i o n s ~  but vrhich a r e  gram i..!i%%olst any 
spec ia l  a t t e n t i o n  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  in lando 

The t r i c k  v i t h  Ver t i co rd ias  sepms t o  m e  t o  5e a case of cn?erstsnd- 
ing  ltrhich spec ies  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  s u f f e r  i f  left untrea ted ,  and 
under what condi t ionso  To d a t e  i t  appears t o  ne t h a t  only a  few 
a r e  i n  dacger of complete l o s s  while a  fe.1 o t h e r s  can s u f f e r  
p a r t i a l l y  but iorithout major progressic~n of t h e  a t t a c k o  

One must always keep an open mind and be prepare8 t o  u i t i r ~ a t e l y  
be prove? 1-rrong, h u t  t h e  fo l lo~. l ing  surmary rep resen t s  the  positLon 
3 s  I see  it  a t  t h e  present  timez- 

a ) .  B o t r y t i s  ? can, under some cirdumstances, r ep resen t  a 
s e r i o u s  hea l th  hazard t o  some Ver t i co rd ia  spec ieso  

b) Fac to r s  i n f l u e n c i ~ g  a t t a c k  may be c l ima t i c  {where s ~ e c i e s  
respond favourably t o  congenial  sumqer weather ? a t t e r n s 1  
3oT1 typelvhere r i c h  condi t ions  induce s imi lar  response  
i n  both winter  and summer r a i n f a l l  reg ions) ,  and c u l t u r a i  
(where w e  have t r e a t e d  our p l a n t s  too k indly  by e x c e s s i v e  
f  e r t i l i s i n g  o r  o t h e r  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p rac t i ces )  . 

c ) ~  For s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n t r o l  it i s  b e s t  t o  be one jump ahead, 
i o e . ,  prevent ive measures a r e  l i k e l y  t o  h e  more e f f e c t i v e  
than  c o r r e c t i v e  oneso 
The danger s igns  --ye should be aware of a r e  lush,  compact 
growth and hazardous veather  such a s  prolonged o v e r c a s t  
humid qeriods fol lowing r a i n  cycles .  Heavy r a i n  a t  
f  loweying t i n e  can a l s o  cause t r o u  l e ,  y a r t i c u l a r l y  7.1here '1 f lowers  a r e  formed i n  dense heads. KO experienced grower 
of Dahlias ,  Azaleas, o r  Roses would l eave  t h e  f lowers  
on h i s  p l a n t s  a f t e r  such weather, a s  B o t r y t i s  on s a n e  



has 1. been recognised a s  a  hazardo 
For preventive c o n t r o l  i n  dense f o l i a g e  s i t u a t i o n s  
Nancozeb has proved a  very s u i t a b l e  fungicide.  S p e c i ~ s  
which have shown v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  t h i s  condi t ion  a r e  
V . h u e g e l u  ( a l l  f  ormsj , and V. h u ~ h a n i i *  
Species vhich have shown v u l n e r a b i l i t y  when i n  f l o v e r  
a r e  V o  brormiL and V *  huchanii.(The l a t t e r  has responded 
t o  Mancozeb t reatment  a s  a c o r r e c t i v e  measurs preventing 
f u r t h e r  progression of a t t ack .  I n  t h e  case of the  foraer  
I found it e f f e c t i v e  t o  completely rernove t h e  f l o ~ r o r  
headso Col, Thorley, on t h e  o the r  hand l e f t  h i s  on t h e  
p lant  and experienced ser ious  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  new 
grol.crth emerging from t h e  old f lov~nr  heads), 
Species i,.-hich have sho1.m l o c a l  damzge einanating from 
p r o l ~ n g e d  hes'iy r a i n  on tht? f l o v e r s  include T f e r t o  sg  
a f f .  staminosa,V. se r ra ta , and  V. sp. C-mlamia. I n  t h e s e  
cas2s h o ~ ~ ~ e v e r ,  progression of t h e  t roub le  has f a l l e n  
s h o r t  of complete ?l.ant Jes t ruc t ion .  

Fur ther  t o  note  Itell above I now f e e l  t h a t  l o s c e s  of  V-r t icord ia  
he l i ch rvsan t l~a  I have sustained co?1L3. be a t t r ibu te ( :  to this causee 

I 
I a l s o  now s u s ~ e c t  t h a t  V e r t i c o r ~ i a  mitche' l l iana shauld be inclu6- 
ed i n  t h i s  g r o u p o , I  have observed t h a t  i n  a l l  cases  of i3ss I 
h a v e  evperienced both herean5 i n  ny pnavious g a l d 3 r  a t  Xoi~n t  
- ,  r , u r i n g - e a i ,  p lan t  co l l apse  has Gccurred q~5clc ly  5:: ni4 t o  I s t 2  
su.mer when p l a n t s  have been making ve ry  vigor-)us: an2 a lnos t  
succulent  t y r e  growth. Acting on t h e  a s s u r ~ p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  causo of 
plant  f a i l u r e  was Bo t ry ta l ,  I have t h i s  surmer given ny specinen 
Mancozeb a p p l i c a t i o n s  on a number of occasions as  suggested by 
t h e  weather ? a t t e r n *  To d a t e  it has continued t o  make ve-y hea l thy  
vigorous grol:rthe 
Th i s  s l ~ e c i e s  h a i l s  from well  inland i n  a se:ni aric? a rea ,  I t ' s  
glaucous spnearance i s  t y 2 i c a l  of many a r i3  area 2 l s n t  s;sciesc 
it has been c la lned  t h a t  t h i s  t y ~ e  of g r c ~ ~ t h  i s  a "efence 3 g a i n s t  
sxcess ive  s u m e r  drying ou to  Could it be t h a t  under near coas+ll 
hurdid z i r  condi t ions  t h i s  glaucous na ture  becones i l l t r a  ef f i c i e n t  
and c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  p l a n t s  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e ?  

PLEASAZT SU3P9IS3SS.For ?rant of a  b e t t e r  heading) I 
7 -  I was very evci ted  l a s t  December t o  discover  a s e l f  soIm ce_r t lcor r? is  

-flovering i n  a rnckery sec t ioE  ~f ny ;:az-$en I hasre 
been devzloping exc lus ive ly  f o r  m a l l  Za s t e r n  f l o r a  _f r o 3  sand stol:e 
and Coastal  dune a r e a s o  It i s  c a r r e n t l y  about 2TJGr?rl: high, 1.lell 
branched t o  about t h e  same d i n e n s i ~ n ,  and producing t h e  second 
~ 2 n e r a t i o n  of flowersc,on a l l  l e a d e r s o  
@trangely,al though I am growing a  forrl of t h i s  species ,  t h e  
ssedl ing  i s  completely d i f f e r e n t  i n  flo:.rrsr s i z e  an3 colo~.lr,  l e a f  
s i z e  and growth  for^^, The f lowers  a r e  l a r g s r  2vd l i t rh ter  ? i n k  and 
l e sves  a r e  l a r g e r o  Natura l ly  i t  - . r i l l  be alloy-e:! t o  c a r r y  on ir. 
i t 1  s chosen 1-ocationo 
T h e  s o i l  f o r  t h e  rockery i s  introf-luced, yellow 3awkesb~r :~  sand s t o r e  
sub-soi l  ~ t l i th  a  t h i n  covering of grey Fush sand* '?he bed has  bzen 
given a  very t h i n  nulch of 3~x9 quartz gravel ,  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g i v e  
a  whi t i sh  ag7earancee Germination probably occurred during l a s t  

e r  under h m i d  condi t ions ,  when var ious  o the r  Easterr  s > e c i e s  
hoved up. It VOU~-d seem t h a t  t h i s  sur face  i s  very suitable 
t u r a l   erni in at ion^ 
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