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ASSOCIATION OF SOCIETIES FORGROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTS,
VERTICORDIA STUDY GROUP. (SSN-0811-5346.

NEWSLETTER N° 9 - FEBRUARY [988.

The following mew members have joined the Study Group in ACTIVE
capac1tj:—
Yalerie McConchie is 4 member of Foothills Group, SGAP Vic., one

of our - Passive category "UPSCTIDQTSo She has three year old

nlants of Vertse. chryvsantha and nlumosa and has recently acqguired
densifliora and mitchelTiqna. T waz pleased to note her com:itment
fo ve-n me nosted Trom time to time of her successes and failures.
hile some Study Groupn members are groving a comprahensive range
of species, many others have merely one or two, and these should alsr
realise that tney can contribute significantly to our understanding
of cultural z by horticultural treatments to suit
the nany anﬂ iang across our countrye

Yerticordias going
seed of rumber of species fror
ecies sown some garnlration oce
thres cases one seedling only resulted an?® the
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"2 govered the sgeds with of notiing soily, spraad
of straw on top and hurnad . sowing was in earlv Wi >
within 20 days I3 or I2 so of Two zrneniac.
e enclose? a cnlour arint 21ii in floer,
Tie address st this time v land arsa -shere
climatic conditions are ruch his current hone
a2t Fort Bragge A1l of his b suceumbed to
the cold winter conditinns i evtende’d neriade
I can well believe his comments in this regarde I have felt tnat
all Verticordiaswith the possible GV“°Wt1ﬁD of V. plumpsa react
unfavourably to lack of winter sune.
Randall is organising himself to grow Australiian plants or =
commaercial hasise We certainly wish him well and look forward to
Hdarm1 from tinme to t*mn of his nrogresse I thinlr it fair to add
hat alread 'y his successes in see? pernmination evceed those of
Lany of our "indigenous" Study Group membderse.
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A fewv members have nnt as vet broaght themselves financially ap

to date for the current fee period, s0 far these I have iIncludad

5 snecific reminder notice. Please note that our annuval fee period
is from July I till June 30 of the ensuing years The fe~ ﬁor both
ACTIVE and PASSIVE membership in Australia is & 3.00. Overseas
rmembership is 8 10.00.

Th= Study Group needs your continued financial suppert.




PROPACATION OF VERTICORDIAS FROM SEED

In Newsletter No. 7, I dealt with this subject at some lengthy,
making special reference to difficulties encountered following
gernination, in raising seedlings to a plantahle stage.

T am now in position te continue discussion a littie.

Tn Tovember 19286 I put down seed of & Verticordia snecies. I can
not quote the age of the seed at that time but it would have been
anything but newe. Iy had been pnassed on to me by a friend who had
been carrying out somne University research on nroragation but this
Lad terminated several years earliers
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The species were Verticordias oritzelii,oval
picta, fimbrilepis and insisrise

Tor seed boves I used polystyrene fruit cartons about I50mm deep.
o8mm  Aividing strips were aphedded into the surface to separate
the speciese.

The bottoms were lired with shaoet glassvool To prevent spiitsge
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of the sced medium through airholes in bthe cartons whlile STLiL
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*hove this was erav

sifted grey bush s Sands finte T 2ed 3
vere sown fairly thickly on top of the above and held dowr with

a thin blinding of the same gravele They were then nisted siightly
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S ! are located I o bte nogitd I

an the north side of & paling fence, and covered with
¢iass for the balance of the surmer.
on March I, I307 the glass cover was removed in anticivation of
favourable germination weather during the March/Arril/ May veriod.
In I987 however this neriod turnred out to be unsezsonably dry, and
it wae not until the vinter months that any appreciable corntirmity
of humid conditions prevailed. These winter conditions contrasted
with our usnal winter weather pattern; July being one of cur dries
sanths +ith Aucust not far hehinde
Cermination of snecies irsienis and nicta comence” in July and
carried through into September. Tn &ll IO0 seedlings of the former
reosaited and 10 of the latter. o germination of others occurrede
From my previous evperiernces with seedlings of Verticordizs st
Uaunt Yuring-pai I zpproached the nevt stage, notting ony with
s degree of trepidatione How was I goirg to get them safely out
of the seed bho—es without demaging the roots whish I gvnected
would snon get tarngled into the glasswonl sheet? 1Inw vas I geing
to maintain them without losses fron damp-off3

2gcided to leave them vhere they were for some tirme in the hope
that their fragile stems would toughen up a bit. They seeuad to
cope very well with some periods of torrential rair during spring
and although not watered artificially during some weeks of Ary

weather, they renained healthy.
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PROPAGATION OF VERTICORDIAS FROM SEED (CONTINUED).“
It was not until mid November, after very dry conditions had

prevailed for some weeks,that I realised, in leaving them entirely
fo their own resourcess; I had been asking a little too muche. After

several days of heat wave, two of the V. insignis were gone and
many of the V. picta. The remaining ones of the latter species
did not look too healthye.

The ne~t rain period occurred shortly after this in late November

and I potted up the remaining eight V. insignis into 75mn diam.

plack nlastic pots I50mm deep. Acting upon the suggestion of Grege

Lamont (ref. N/L No. 7), I sterilised a quantity of potting mix
for IS minutes, by suspending in boiling water, enclosed in a

plastic bage The miv was made up of 3056 of the gravel noted above,
50% grey bush sand and 20% German peatmosse. When cool I sachet of
Forgarid was mived in. Implements were washed in household bleache

My first apprehension proved unfounded. The seedlings, surprising-
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ly lifted easily with a hand fork with assistance from a water jet.

Average length of the root systems was about 75mm and in only one

case did any damage occure

The potted plants were stored in a fully evposed location in &

similar polystyrene carton to the seedboves with a matching carton
over as a cover in an inverted position. During extended Ary con-

ditions in December they were hand watered on two occasions with
water that had been cooled after boiling. The necessity to water
had been prompted by yellowing of lower leaves of the specimen
which had suffered root damage.

In early January 1983, the plants having not grovn beyond their
votting up height of 30mm, and further, having shown slight loss
of leaf colour generally, I decided to transfer them to a cooler
location. Still standing in the polystyrene carton, they were

placed south of a shed where only early morning sun was available.
The interspaces aro:nd the vots were filled with the quartz gravel

to obviate pot heating and 50/50 shade cloth placed about 300mm
aboveo They +ere watered by garden hose every few days. In mid
January they stood up satisfactorily to about I50mm of tropical

type rain over two days. To date only one plant has been lostjthe

one wvhich suffered ronot damage. The others have improved in ieaf
colour and comrienced new growvthe

Time of course +ill tell but to date, this would seem to he ny

most successful effort in carrying seedlings through to a plarntable

stage and I 1look forward with enthusiasm to future attempts to
repveat the nerformance. I regret now that I did not act earli
pot up the seedlings of V. picta, +hich wvere all lost. The seed
boxes were covered again with glass during the recent surmer and
will be evnosed to the elements from Ist. March 1988,
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TAXONOMY o

I am pleased to be able to include the following letter from Elize.
George to licensed Verticordia Collectors throughout W.A. who have
assisted in her preparation of a Verticnrdia Reference Collectione.

Their reporting of up to date locations of species, sub-snecies etc

has been of great assistance~also to Alex. George in his work on
the revision of the Genus.




'3 Hawkesbury Crescent,
Farrer. A.C.T. 2607.
3rd December, 1987.

Dear Collector,

It is hard to believe we are almost at the end
of another year already. However, I am pleased
to report we really are "on the home straight"
with The Verticordia Reference Collection at
last.

While attending the International Botanical
Congress in July Alex and I were able to spend a little
time at the Herbarium in West Berlin, where we established

that the original (type) Verticordia specimens of Dr. Diels must

have perished when the Herbarium was bombed during the war - sadly. "

We also visited the Munich Herbarium hoping to find something there,

but without success. This means Alex will have to select new types

from available material which agrees with the descriptions as closely
as possible. While in the U.K. I was privileged to have a close

look at Bauer's original painting of V.brownii - absolutely superb!:

see the first published references and descriptions of Verticordia

by de Candolle and Desfontaines: look for information on cultivation

of Verticordia species in England during the 1800s and early this

century. All very exciting!

We now have specimens in the V.R.C. of almost all known species

of Verticordia. The 4 which elude us are; V.carinata closely allied
to the V.drummondii group, which was collected by James Drummond
around 1848 and has not been collected since; V.harveyi which has
pink flowers with fringed staminodes in Autumn near Manypeaks:

V. jamiesonii with pink flowers during August/September in stony
ground on the foothills of Mt. Hale, north west of Meekatharra:
V.verticillata., a large shrub which has white/cream flowers with
very long styles and long leaves radiating around the stems flowering
during August/September in the Kimberleys, Northern Territory and
Islands.

Most of the “"problem groups"” of Verticordia species have now been
sorted out and descriptions of new species, subspecies and varieties
are being completed. To date there are now 90 species of Verticordia
and 28 subspecdies and varieties, but there is still one group to

be done which could add to these numbers. Dr. J.W. Green lists .
53 species in his "Census of the Vascular Plants of Western Australia
second edition 1985 and V.decussata occurs in N.T. making 54, so

you can see there are already 64 new taxa to be described.

Alex has been on leave writing descriptions for the last 2 weeks
and hopes to complete all the new ones soon and get them published,
so we can use the names to complete the V.R.C. and hand it over

to the W.A. Herbarium to be housed with their Public Reference
Collection. You will be advised when this time arrives. I will
then be able to concentrate my efforts on putting together all the
information for the book on Verticordia featuring paintings by
Margaret Pieroni.

I would again like to express my thanks for your assistance. Alex
joins me in sending warmest greetings to you and your loved ones
for a safe. healthy and Happy Christmas and New Year. All the best
for 1988 - hope to see you in our Bicentennial Year!

Yours sincerely,
Verticordia picta, a Spring-flowering shrub widely spread throughout southern Western Australia.

From a watercolour by Margaret Pieroni.



TAXONOMY (CONTINUED) .

Many of us have been waiting eagerly for Alex. to come up with
final data for identification of Verticordia species. There are

so many ones which do not fit evactly when ve use the current
Blackall and Grieve key. I think Elizabeth's letter will speak for
itself on the stage of his revision worke. It is certainly surpris-
ing that there will be finally more than 90 species to say nothing
of sub-species and varietiesy, and it is easy to understand why it
has taken longer than originally anticipatede.

DONATIONS.

I am very pleased to note donations in evcess of nominated fee
from the following members:- SGAP Canberra Region, W.A. Wildflower
Society Ince Tom Chalkley, Brian Crafter, Jeannette Graham, Ivan
Holiday and Richard McFayden.

MEMBER REPORTS.

In February 1987 I was pleased to welcome_Greg Lamont to the
Study Group and noted some of his comments under the heading :
"PROPAGATION OF VERTICORDIAS FROM SEED". Greg, who is the Senior
Research Horticulfturalist with the Department of Agriculture
Research Station at Narara, reports on an evercise in hand poliin-
ation of some Verticordias he attempted in December I986, using
nollin from several specimens in my gardene

Greg says;-
"The percentage seed set(25%),was much higher than with hand
Pollination of Chamaelauciums. Growth however has been
significantly slower than with Chamaelauciums and only sfter
7 months A4id I have sufficient shoots of some crosses to
attempt to root them, (stillin agar).
Also growing in tissue culture I have V. niten
both of which were growvn from seed. The multi
rate of these is very good( anpro-. 6 fold ev
I haven't tried rooting the shoots yet,
These results are by no means part of scientific evperimentse.
They have just provided me with some evperience and certainly
indicate that Verticordias may be germinated in culture
much rore readily than by conventional means.!
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JACK CLAYSOK says of Verticordia rmuelleriana :-
"I originally managed to pronagate from cutting material
ev W.A., one of this species, which kept going until about
three years ago. Over the years I struck some cuttings, but
notting on always nroved a failure, so I wys nleased then
to note that you consider this to be one of the harder
species to maintain.

In response to my call for corment on the vexing subject of MILDEW
ATTACK. ON SOME “ERTICORDIA SPECIES, Jack contributes the following
thoughts:-
A."Have field observations of natural habitat revealed the
same degree of mildew attack as specimens being cultivated
in gardens and nurseries?.
B. As our propagation generally is from cuttings, it is
possibly significant that attack occurs not only in gardens
of Eastern and South Australia, but also, as reported in or
near Perth, much closer to their region of origin.
G. should the incidence of attack be more severe in the csee



MEMBER REPORTS (CONTINUED) .
of home and nursery propagated plants than those growing
4n their natural habitat, one could perhaps sense that some
fault lies there.
D. By way of contrast, natural regeneration is from seed.
%, Summing vup,many other things come to mind which may
possibly be significante. Each species has it's own area
where it grows naturally, perhaps with partiéular plant spe.
In the matter of a few kilometres however,many changes can
take place to conditions of rainfall, soil type and Ph,

drainage, amount of sunshine, exposure to wind etcec

I was pleased to receive Jack's thoughts on this probleme As to "A"
T am afraid I am not able to answer the Question. Perhaps sonme
other Study Group member may know the answer. "B","C", and" D"
Relating to mode -of nropagation and it's possible effect, alsc

nose questions which are difficult to answer at this stage, given
the problems associated with raising Verticordias readily from
seede

Avart from the explanations I have surmised in the last Jes
re this mildew attack, I am afraid it may be a case here al
accurmulating as much data as possible from the results of all
usy so that e may progress bevond the stage of conjiecture.
MRS. LEON HOPWOND asks if T can include & list o
which are frost resistante

PN
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Ir her areay; Boree Creck, South west N.S.W., she says grass
temperatures freguently fall to -8 degrees C. She rerorts 1o
Verticordia chrvsantha but now feels that, in siriving to provi
it with some frost protection by siting below taller folisge
snecies, she nrobably deprived it of tco much winter sun.
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Well Mrs. Hoowood, member reports to datae combined -
experience; would seem to indicate that this partic
although generally considered one of the easier Ver
egtablish and maintain, is indeed, one of the most
own evperience furthermore suggests that sunlight
neceasary for it to continue in healthy conditi
angver may he to give it some winter protecticrn =
ivthene scr=en surround supported by stakes. I have
seems to be particularly frost sensitive by virtu
that it is one of the earlier flowering snecles, and ©r2 Foung
flower buds ses2m. particularly vulnerablee
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lose second irn the stakes for frost e=pnsitivity would e very

= 3 ecies which suffers from eariy formntidn
ies however has a very long flowering ne
er conditisnse Cn nmy own nlants fiowars
sti1ll annearing in late February, having carried right through
“rom last winter. It is my intention to remove the pre-flowering
growth =arly in the coming winter in an effort to irduce a slightiy
later start to the floweringe.
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To answer NMrs. Honwonds question evnlicitly +ith regard to fr
resistant snecies is difficult because I have rot yet reczsived
adequate memher feed backe I can only rely on a few evanples
these come »redominantly from my own evperiences. Incidence of
heavy frosts here at Cherrybrook would be nothing like Zoree
Creek but in the last Two years we have had a few very c2ld
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[mMRER REPORTS (CONTINUED) .
mornlngs ”th h were possibly as bad, if not colder than the
fipure she notes. In Lewsletter No. 7, I listed species ~hich
were affected here as well as others which were not. In winter
1927 I took measures to nrotect the suspect species based on my
avneriences of winter I9: 6. lione of the “DDrOu°Cth nlants suffered
anv i1l effect in 1987, so perhaps the list nay bear repitition.
Ir two cases I have changed the names to suilt corrections advisad by -
Alex. and Elizabeth Georgeec
The list is Verticordias mitchelliana

huerelii, (erect and prostrate forms,
lindleyi and species at Frinity.

sne affinitv staminosa
Arunmraondii

plumosa (compact and open fig=2red fornc)
nobilis (noted prev. as grandiflora)
helichrvsantha and spe affinityec

fastigiatae.
rnopadealnha

sicheri(noted nrev.as harveyi v.nilinstala;

T an waibting patiertly F
to confirm or deny the abov

NIRYYTTA DA

MARGAN reports his plants of Verticordia drumaona

1ii zre
1. P R R
currently enmerging fron post flowering dormancy after yet another

szason of floweringe

T have been particularly interested to follow 1

thage nlants (refer species comrent 1/L Moo 5i«

in soil of distinctly Aifferent tune tn that user

“+udy Croup Member, vig. of Havlesbury Sandstonsz gy

b+ % percentage inclusion of broken stone pieces l
zonde Aspect is warme Dennis has ieft them entir I oom
resources since planting several years ago, with £ificial
watéring: or fertilisersc Crowth form has been a L more anen
thar T have roted ir more heavy bodied soils, and nancy 27Tect
has bheen nore nronounced. They have survived a m 2f sezsons
however free from collar rot or Phytophthera atta I would like
to bhe able to say the same of my own efforts witr 5 speciasse
C0L. THORLEY has found several species particularly precne %5
“raect attack. These include Vertse pritzelii, oxyienis and browniz
all of which had done very —ell in his heavy clay lcan ted. The
trouble occurred in nmid sprirg when he was away on Vacation. In
411 cases the attack was sufficiently severe to cause loss of the
nlante '

I was personrally very disappointe? to hear of these losnesc His
plant of Vert. vritzelii was one I had been hoping to use for
cutting material to augment my own meagre supply of plant stoclke
I Alght add that I too have found that these snecies rrequire
prarticular vigilance. I have found it necessary to tave regular
nrotective measures during the warmer part of the year, rather
than wait until attacks become obviouse. I find an.occasional
burst of spray with Rogor 40 does the job effectively. When new

growth appears after rain is a distipnct danger period.
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MEMBER RF.PORTS (CONTINUED) »

ERIC TAVLOR, Narrandera, N.S.W.j has sent me a comprehensive
report on his progress. (See also /L No. 8) It is clear that with
winter rainfall conditions, (400mm between lay and September), and
hot, Ary summers,plant performances ars different from those to

be evpected closer to our East Coast and in many regards may nmore
closely resemble those of plants grown in *.A., urless influenced
by other factors such as soil type, drainage etce..

His temnerature range is from -3 to I degrees C with low sumner
humidity. He suspects his soil is slightly alkaline end may have
hieh salt concentrations in vatches. Drier areas are of deex red

sand. Seepage areas have white sand subsoil. Ton soil, when Ary,
is of fipe sand and distinctly water renellente

I am interested to note he uses amulch of ccarse river sanc. I
firmly helieve he is on the right track here as the sterile surface
conditions provided thereby would rot only serve to protect »nlants
from collar rotting, but provide added lipght,a facter which I
believe is highly desirable for these low, sand heath =pescies.
ERIC reports:-

"The Tollowing did rot make any progress. and died while =mall

Verts, nitens, brownii, Adensiflora, oculatassvalifoliz

spe vellow, crandis, staminosay spe. Mt. Hamnton, srancifliora,

Bugpelii; insiegnis and acerosaec

Most of the sbove ere planted as small tubes ir soring

T327 and 4id not establish beyond the ront hall tefors

nerishings mainly, in ry opinion due to drynesse

Our soil dries badly from October con, and our bore water

supply seems to me to be both alkaline and salty. I feel

that early autumn »lanting would be rmore successfiul givirng

6 months for root establishment before the dry seasone

e have had a lot of hottweather with 15 C beirg reached

very early in Teptember. 9mall growirg piants of all =

struggle here, so srring nlarnting always has a severe

ratec

I will nlant more Verticordias this autumn if abtle to acquire

same and will report establishment resultse.

No diseases or pests have been notedo

Ch'orosis has affected many plants with little response from

Ircn, Manganese or Sulphure

fy success as a propagator is minimal but have been success-

ful with Verts lindleyi, nitchelliana and chrysarthae.

The following species are carrying on:-

Vert. lindleyi -No nroblems, flowering, takes nruning
nitchelliana- Healthy, growing, not flowered yet.
plumosa- rFlowering but sparse, Suspect more moisture

and pnrotection needed.
etheliana.-8ti1l small, (5"),but healthy & growinge
Sp. Hollyhock- Still small, (6"), but healthy & growinge
Spe Mto Leseur-Smally no growth, appears dormante.
monadelpha nink & white forms- Small, (&6'), some
growth but chlorotic, flowerede.
pennigera- No growth,; statice
hughanii- I in garden statice. I in 6" pot in shadehouse
growving and flowvering. "

«This report of Eric's results to date under his particular condit-
ions will be very useful for comparitive assessment of other
members efforts under similar climatic pattern. I think that he
may ultimately find it necessary to stage nursery developed plants
in tubes,into larger containers in order to achieve more balanced
root/foliage ratio, before planting under his trying conditions.
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BOTRYTIS ? CONTROL. f

I can now add a little follow-up to my report in the last Newsletter
on what I believe was a form of Botrytis attack on specimens in

my garden of Verticordia huegelil.

I made special reference to a plant of the prostrate variety

which seemed to have suffered to a little evtent but which had
avparently responded favorably to treatment with the fungicide
Mancozebe. This plant showed no further deterioration until flower-
ing time, after whichy complete loss quickly occurred. Eince the
initial attack I had given further Mancozeb applications at +hat

T considered apvropriate times, when overcast conditions prevailed
for atime after significant rainy neriods. Other specimens of
Yert. huegelii which I felt at risk due to Very compact growth
form were treated similarly at the time of the injitial application
and at the subsequent times as noted. All of these remained free
from attack both before and after flowering. This contrasts with
the previous year when all compact growing nlants of the species
were affected and ultimately loste.

The above represents a very definite lesson to be learned, and I
am now finding that several other Verticordia species are vulner-
able but are responding favourably to this preventive treatment.

T think it reasonable to say that as Verticordias generally come
from dry summer areass; it must be expectedithat if we asgire to
grow them under humid summer ccnditions we must be prepared to

do that little extra to maintain them in health. A further hazard
that must be recognized is that of growing them additionally in
near coastal areas. After all there are many species of »nlants
grown here in general horticulture vhich require fungicide
treatments under some conditions, but which are grovn without any
special attention a little further inlande.

The trick with Verticordias seems to me to he a case of understsnd-
ing which species are likely to suffer if l1eft untreated, and

under what conditions. To date it appears to me that only a few
are in danger of complete loss while a few others can suffer
partially but without major progression of the attacke

One must always keep an open mind and be prepared to ultimately
be proved wrong, bhut the following surmary represents the vositdon
as I see it at the present timei-

a)o. Botrytis ? can, under some cirdumstances; represent a
serious health hazard to some Verticordia specieso

b) . Factors influencing attack may be climatic {where species
respond favourably to congenial summer weather natterns),
soil type{where rich conditions induce similar response
in both winter and summer rainfall regions), and cultural
(where we have treated our plants too kindly by excessive
fertilising or other horticultural practices).

c)o For satisfactory control it is best to be one jump ahead,
i.e.ypreventive measures are likely to be more effective
than corrective oneso

d). The danger signs e should be aware of are lush, compact
growth and hazardous weather such as prolonged overcast
humid periods following rain cycles. Heavy rain at
flowering time can also cause trou?le, particularly +where
flowvers are formed in dense heads. \No experienced grower
of Dahlias,; Azaleas, or Roses would leave the flowers
on his plants after such weather, as Botrytis on sanme
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BOTRYTIS ? CONTROL(CONTINUED) -

has long been recognised as a hazardo ) ] .

e)o For preventive control in dense foliage situations
Mancozeb has proved a very suitable fungicide. Species
which have shown vulnerability to this condition are
V. huerelii (all forms)s; and V. hurhanii.

£). Species which have shown vulnerability when in flower
are Vo brownii and V. hughaniie.(The latter has responded
to Mancozeb treatment as a corrective measure preventing
further progression of attacke In the case of the former
I found it effective to completely remove the flower
heads. Col. Thorley, on the other hand left his on the
plant and experienced serious deterioration of the new
growth emerging from the old flrower heads)o

g). Species vhich have shown local damage emanat%ng from
prolonged heavy rain on the flowers include Yerto sp
aff. staminosa,V. serrataand V. sp. Cnholamia. In these
casas however, progression of tne trouble has fallen
short of complete nlant destructione.

Further to note "e' above I now feel that losses of Vertico
helichrvsantha I have sustained could be attributed to this czuse
T also now suspect that Verticordia mitchelliana should be includ
ed in this groups.I have observed that in all cases of loss 1
have evperienced both hereand in ny previous garden at Mount
Yuring-gai, plant collapse has Sacurred quickly in mid <o late
sumrer when plants have been making very vigorous, and almost
succulent type growth. Acting on the assunption that the cause of
plant failure was Botrytal, I have this summer given my specimen
Mancozeb applications on a number of occasions as suggested by
the weather pattern. To date it has continued to make very healtny
vigorous growthe

This species hails from well inland in a semi arid area. Itt's
glaucous apnpearance is typical of many arid area plant speciese.

_

7t has been claimed that this type of growth is a defence against

=3

oexcessive summer drying oute. Could it be that under near coastal
humid air conditions this glaucous nature becomes ultra efficient
and contributes to the plants ultimate failured

PLEASANT SURPRISZS.(For want of a better heading)

I was Very evcited last December to discover a self sown Verticordia

(e

drumondii flowering in a rockery section of my garden I have

been develoning exclusively for small Eastern flora from sandstone
and Coastal dune arease. It is currently about 200wz high, well
branched to about the same dimension, and producing the second
generation of flowers.on all leaderse.

Strangely,although I am growing a form of this speciesy th

the
seedling is completely different in flower size and colour, leaf
size and growth form. The flowers are largsr and lighter oink and
leaves are larger. Naturally it will be allowed to carry on ir

it's chosen locatione. _

The soil Tor the rockery is introduced, yellow Hawkesbury sandstone
sub-soil with a thin covering of grey bush sande The bed has been
given a very thin mulch of 3mm quartz gravel, sufficient to give

a whitish annearance. Germination probably occurred during last

. winter under humid conditions, when various other Eastern species

al'so showed up. It would seenm that this surface is Very suitable
for; hatural germination.
A
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VERTICORDIA STUDY GROUP LEADER.
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