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Dear members & other readers, 

The year 2009 has become part 
of history, with many of us amazed at just holj quickly it ~PfoS~mmsemibaccafm 
flew by - just where did those 12 months go? I will admit 
that I take longer to do things as I grow older, but even the young people are living 
in a perpetual hurry. There was a time, long ago, when we visited our "oldies" on 
Sundays, but these days, if we don't go and see our young families, they never visit 
us as they are too busy. Everyone seems to be "time-poor", and I don't see it as a 
very healthy way to live. Our Study Group tries to have an outing each month, when 
we ramble around some bit of bush with wildflowers, having a relaxing time while we 
add little gems of knowledge to our store of information. Later in the newsletter, 
there are details of outings for the next 5 months, some to new places. 
The weather over the past few months has been all over the place - heatwaves in the 
early spring, varying rainfalls here and there, and on some days, cloud to relieve 
the terrible heat we've had at times. I always declared I'd never put in air-condit- 
ioning here at Moore, as it stirs up my sinuses, and is one of those things that are 
not the best for the environment. Well, last winter didn't have many frosts, but it 
did have some very cold nights, on which I really suffered. Then came those awful 
hot days, and the prospect of some unbearable summer days. Having invited family to 
have Christmas Day with us, and with a rather pregnant granddaughter-in-law, I gave 
in, and installed air-conditioning just before Christmas. It certainly made the days 
far more bearable, and might help me enjoy more years of old age. 
To-day is overcast with a breeze, lovely, and there are occasional showers. To date 
this year, we've had 128 ml. of rain of the sort which soaks in, making everything 
produce new growth, and Moore is looking lovely and green. I'm gradually learning 
what will grow here, in this soil and climate, and have had to resign myself to the 
fact that many of the plants which grew happily at Kobble Creek, will not survive in 
the much drier atmosphere up here in the ranges. Eremophilas and Melaleucas are the 

happiest, while quite a few "scrub" species are quite at home. 
Pictured on this page are 2 of our Wallum Leptospermums, both 
of which prefer the wetter coastal heaths, and produce white 
and pink flowers. L. semibaccatum is often found on the coastal 

high dunes and the woodlands adjoining Wallum wetlands, and has 
somewhat sparse growth - it doesn't become a compact plant, even 

when grown in the garden. L. liversidgei is a lovely species with its 
lemon-scented foliage and masses of white or pink flowers clustered along 

its upright stems on plants up to 13 m. high. You'll find it around the 
perimeters of the Wallum swamps, where, for a reason unknown, the foliage 
of ten becomes reddish. Promoted by some producers as "Mossie-Buster" , 
it has a delightful lemon scent in its crushed leaves, but as a repellent, 
I'd say that is a figment of someone's imagination. Neither species has 
proved to be a viable garden subject, though L. liversidgei would be a 
beautiful addition, as would many of our small Wallum plants. 

In the December issue of the SGAP Qld. Bulletin, and coming in the 
Wallwn ~ o n - j c m ( r d ~ e o - l r c r  March issue, my "Heathland Ramble" articles have dealt with most 

~ t p t o s p m u m  liunsidgei of our local Leptospermums, and some of the interstate species. 



SOME C O L ~ / V ! ~ I / O N  NOTES 

Cultivation of Wallum plants hasn't been the most successful 
native plant activity over the years. Compared to growing a 
rainforest garden, establishing a Wallum garden results in a lot 
of disappointment and frustration, as plant after plant often 
succumbs, and leaves you with stems with dead leaves, and not that 
beautiful "Australian native cottage garden, Wallum-style" which yo 
had hoped to achieve. Wallum plants are a contrary lot, and 
Group member quoted her motto as - "Enjoy them where they ar 
sentiments entirely. The only trouble is that they are rarely left to 
grow in peace, for us to enjoy. So I asked around several members, 
to find out what successes and failures they have had. Some of us 
have been trying to grow Wallum and coastal woodland wildflowers for 
the best part of the past 30 years, and amazingly, do have some still 
growing. If it is water these plants need, which seems reasonable with 
those Wallum species, the drought conditions of recent years and the 
associated watering restrictions in town areas, well, this is one very 

Wallurn bottlebrush important factor affecting their cultivation. Or is it the type of 
soil they need - that grey peaty sand with its mysterious, magical properties? 
What sort of nutrients do Wallum plants need - they certainly don't want any of 
those usual garden fertilizers? I sometimes wonder if they receive some of their 
nutrients from the salt-laden coastal breezes. We don't really know a lot about 
the specific requirements of Walliim plants, but it doesn't stop those keen members 
from trying. So here a f e w  notes from mgmbere' gardens. 

Shirley Flinn. Caboolture: I met Shirley when I was a member of Pine Rivers SGAP 
in the earlylrnid 1980Ts, a time when there were regular forays into our bushland. 
One of her companions was our Wallum guru, Dot Brown, now sadly iR,a Deception Bay 
nursing home with that curse of aging - memory loss/dementia. Shirley's home & 
garden are in what was probably once the floodplain of Wararba Creek which flows 
into the Caboolture River. Her soil has clay, so is difficult for Wallum plants, 
but she has a few little treasures, some of which are fairly long-term. "Rescued" 
in 1992 from near Emu Swamp, Sunshine Coast, ahead of motorway construction, are 
Melaleuca thymifolia plants with the natural light purple flowers. Banksia robur 
didn't like the clay content and died, while Banksia collina, a coastal forest 
species, has done well. Hibbertias vestita and stricta have been in her garden for 
many years now, and provide excellent examples from which to learn. Another long- 
term plant she- has is Grevillea~leioohvlla, three of, and they tend to spread by- 
runners, typical of this species. Although her Leptospermum semibaccatum grows, it 
looks a bit fragile, while Melaleuca nodosa and Bakea actites both do very well - 
is that something, to do with their "unfriendly" folfage, on the Melaleuca anyway? - 
Hakea f lorulenta is successfiil , while the tiny, not well-known Boronia polygalif olia 

from bushland on Caboolture's north-west gave patchy results, 
before it appeared to give up and die. When asked about pot 
cultivation of Wallum plants, Shirley agreed with me that it is 
not really natural cultivation. Like me, she prefers to have the 
plants growing in the garden, and concedes that Wallum is hard to 

grow, even after years of trying different species. 
I mentioned Dot Brown, who had a marvellous garden at Toorbul, and made 

growing Wallum and other natives seem so easy. She had one advantage over 
all of us - her garden was on natural Wallum sand, and probably had the 
necessary water table. Many plants germinated easily in the sandy soil, and 
a visit to her garden was one of the greatest pleasures for many of the 
SGAP members. Her absence has deprived us of her vast knowledge of Wallum, 
and her lively personality. 

Pat Barrv_. Bracken w: Her motto is above - "Enjoy them where they are" - 
but sadly, so many of our Wallum plants have beensdestroyed in the name of 
progress, and tourist developments, etc., that there aren't as many left in 

Wallurn h o n - s c m t r d  tea-fret their natural habitat any more for us to enjoy. Pat lives in 
Lcptosprrmum liversidgci typical suburbia at Bracken Ridge, a north-eastern Brisbane area 



including Sandgate, Brighton, Deagon and Shorncliffe. Were there ever 
Wallum heathlands here, or was it more Melaleuca wetlands and forest, 
such as are found at the Deagon Wetlands, Third Lagoon Reserve and 
the Brighton Wetlands? At the first location, we have found a few 
Wallum species - Melaleuca/Callistemon pachyphylla, Melaleuca 
linariifolia, Hakea florulenta, Pultenaea villosa, and a very 
mysterious Xanthorrhoea species which could be X. macronema. 
Meanwhile, Pat is trying some of our Wallum plants, but has 
found them hard to cultivate, plus some difficulty in growing 
them in pots. A Banksia robur suffered from the dry weather, but 

Bummil facifdia with dead brushes taken off and some careful pruning, plus a little 
Blood & Bone, it has rejuvenated. h r - d m  has improved 

with the rain, A. conferta is doing fairly well, but A. suaveolens had a brief life 
in a relatively unsuitable situation. Leptospermum polygalifoJ_ium and Dodonaea 
triquetra (which is also found in nearby bushland) are both successes. 

Cox: South of Brisbane, Jan 8 Denis Cox have developed their 
ch is mostly sandstone with pockets of soil among the rocks. 

They rely on tank water for both house and garden, as their bore water can't be used 
on the plants. With the prolonged dry, they have had to buy in water, so appreciate 
any rainfall, and plants have to adapt to the available water. Nevertheless, Jan 
has a marvellous collection of Australian native plants, plus they do quite a lot of 
propagation. Living at Loaan Villane, they are not far from the Plunkett Conservat- 
ion Park, where Eucalyptus curtisii, Plunkett Mallee, was found many years ago, and 
subsequently became one of the more suitable Eucalypts for gardens. Jan has several 
Leptospermums - L. polygalifolium, a natural there which is a tall form, L. trinervium 
in large numbers, L. microcarpurn, which occurs at Plunkett, and L. speciosum, which 
she grafted about 20 years ago, and which has very broad (to 2cm.) leaves. Two 
Melaleucas in the garden are M. thymifolia, of which there are several selected colour 
forms, and M. ach h lla (formerly Callistemon pachyphyllus), the soft orange form 
from Rainbow __p_PEy_ Beach Tin Can Bay region, which Jan has had for a long time, and the 
lovely green form, similar to one we saw at Murdering Creek, Peregian Beach in 1987. 
Two good plants of Philotheca myoporoides ssp. queenslandica (formerly Eriostemon) 
in a part of the garden which receives ground moisture, had a magnificent flowering 
in 2009, after being there 6-7 years. Yellow pea flowers are represented by plants 
of Pultenaea villosa, and Dillwynia retusa, plus the Plunkett form of Pultenaea 
euchila. Boronias safrolifera & keysii, Grevillea leiophylla and Sowerbaea juncea 
are all growing in pots. 
Helen Andrews: A long-term member of Pine Rivers SGAP, Helen and husband Keith 
f - t v e ~ a r k ,  near Strathpine, and have enough space for Helen to grow and 
enjoy a wide selection of plants. She is also fairly successful with propagation, 
and quite a few ofLln'have "Helen" plants in our gardens. In the days when branch 
members went on regular bush excursions, Helen & Keith were often present, and as 
most of us did then, collected the odd treasure. Surprisingly, some of those plants 
are still surviving in our gardens long after the particular area has been covered 
with houses, etc. I don't think our humble "collections" contributed in anv wav to 
the loss of-plants or habitat. Helen tells me that when roadworks were completed on 
Old North Road (their frontage), one of our Wallum species - Melaleuca thymifolia, 
was planted in company with Mondo Grass on the median strip! Its performance and 
survival? will be watched. In Helen's garden, the following plants thrive & flower: 
Hibbertia stricta; Pultenaeas retusa & villosa; Homoranthus virgatus (from plant 
rescue Sunshine Coast); Melaleuca thymifolia; Persoonia virgata (from the late Ena 
Duggan, a Caboolture "expert" who produced multiple hybrids of Persoonias & others) 
and P. stradbrokensis from "Marie's Patch" at Kallangur, now lost to development; 
Leptospermum leuhmannii; L.-trinervium; lots of L. polygalifolium & L. microcarpum; 
many Banksia robur and other Banksias - oblongifolia, integrifolia and spinulosa; 
Dampiera stricta and Dianella sp. from near D'Aguilar (an area we visit each year) 
Geodorum densiflorum; Philotheca myoporoides; Melastoma malabathricum, which put on 
a splendid show of flowers this season; Xanthorrhoeas johnsonii and fulva, the Wallum 
Grasstree; Baloskion tetraphyllum. 
Of our local Study Group members, Jan and Helen probably have the largest collections 
of Wallum plants in their gardens. And some of those plants have been there for many 
years. But these small successes don't indicate that Wallum plants can be success- 



fully cultivated. We still need more evidence of long-term sustainability, 
with a much larger range of plants. 
In the last newsletter, I told of Brent Vieritz, and the Wallum plants he 
had collected from near Beachmere, and which put on such a show of flowers 
in 2008. On our March 2009 visit to Brent's, we were able to purchase the 
plants and do our own experimental cultivation, with some advice from him. 
Although the general market isn't ready for Wallum plants yet, Brent tells 
me of a nursery which is affiliated with nurseries in the States and the 
U.K. There appears to be a demand overseas for small plants for pot culture 
where people live in apartments and such-like. Some Wallum plants, such as 
Sowerbaea juncea, could be looked at for evaluation for international sales, 
and grown by tissue culture. Who knows, they might come into their own on 
the commercial side of things after all some day soon. And for starters, 
that strange little plant of wet Wallurn - Selaginella uliginosa, has been 
sent to Sydney for use on this new concept of "greenlvertical walls", 
Within our ranks, we have some very keen newcomers, though Rex Bartlett has 
now been around for a few years, while Carol Heyworth is a member of the 
Caboolture Daytime SGAP. Deborah Knott is very new and an enthusiastic 
learner, and both she and Rex availed themselves of some of Brent's plants 
to take home and try pot culture. They both live in the western suburbs of 
Brisbane, where Rex has a constant battle with scrub turkeys doing their 
usual thing, and raking all the mulch. They have another bad habit which 
impacts on some of our smaller Wallum species, especially those with tubers 
for roots. I've had the experience, and those wretched birds can home in 
perfectly on Stylidiums, Hypoxis, ground orchids - anything with a root bulb. 
From Deborah and Rex, I have results of their efforts with potted Wallum. 
Deborah used Oasis pots with the recommended mix, and has the following - survivors: All of these flowered, with Baeckea inbricata doing so January; 
Murdannia graminea; MelaLeuca thymifolia; Epacris pulchella - pink flowers; 
Hybanthus stellarioides, Yellow Spade Flower which has flowered a couple of 
times. Other plants died, or Deborah is confused about names, but as she is 
keen to learn, no doubt she'll improve in time. 
Rex took some of Brent's spent orchid mix which he uses, and went 50/50 with 
that and the potting mix John Ward was using at the Bribie Island Community 
Nursery, plus some Osmocote for natives. Success came with Gompholobium 
pinnatum, Poor Man's Gold, and Boronia safrolifera, which flowered profusely. 
Dianella rara, Thysanotus tuberosus and Lomandra sp. are still growing. 
Gompholobium virgatum and Boronia falcifolia didn't survive, although the 
latter did flower first. Rex thinks they were in the wrong part of his 
garden, but both he and Deborah want to persevere with growing Wallum. 
Study Group members are involved with some Community Nurseries, and John 
Ward spends his mornings away from home at Pebble Beach, across the bridge 
at Bribie Island, where he does some marvellous work in propagation at the 
Community Nursery. He also goes walking in the Wallum on Thursday mornings, 
from around 8.30a.m. If you want to learn about Wallum, be there between 
8 & 8.15a.m. Thursdays, with closed footwear, hat, water, sunscreen and 
mossie repellent, and you'll have a wonderful Wallum experience. 
Johnward. Bribie-Island Cammunitv Nurse-ry gave me the following information: 
Ricinocarpos p i n i f o l i u s ,  Wedding Bush - take tip cuttings 4 ins. in November.. 
Acacia suaveolens - from seed soaked overnight after pouring hot/boiling 

water over, easy, but not in cold, wet weather 
Dianella species from pieces of plant are slow to get started. 
Thysanotus tuberosus, Fringe Lily - very successful, but seed can be hard to 

collect unless you use bags. 
Leptospermum spp. - polygalif olium, - whitei , liversidgei, trinervium 
Patersonia sericea, Native Iris - easy to propagate, but bugs eat the seed. 
Patersonia fragilis - found at Pebble Beach on heavier soil. 
Hibbertia linearis - the upright Guinea Flower, growing it in tubes, this 

year from seed. 
Acacia baueri - easy; Aotus ericoides; Sowerbaea juncea; Blandfordia 

grandiflora,  Christmas Bells. 
At his home at Pebble Beach, Boronia keysii, possibly self-seeding, more 
observation needed. 



S a n  gower 

Some time ago, John spoke of his success at propagating Gahnia species. 
I shall attempt to explain how he does it, and hope I get it right. 
No doubt John will correct me if I have passed it on incorrectly. 
Gahnia sieberiana: This is the species mostly encountered in the Wallum, 
and isn't known as "Saw Sedge" for nothing. I tell people it is preferable 
to fall into the water and get wet, to cutting your hand by grabbing at 
the nearby Gahnia. Seeds are reddish-brown on a long inflorescence, which 
you hold while lighting a taper of newspaper which you then run along the 9 
fruit-laden stem to get the seeds off it. Then you plant the seeds, just D ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

below the surface of the potting mix, keep things moist, and wait for results. 
John makes it seem so simple, so if you want to check with him, call him, preferably 
afternoons on 07 54976231. 
Don Perrin. Redcliffe Botanic Gardens: Don is trying to establish a Wallum section 
at these Gardens, on a site on a west-facing slope. I used to live directly north 
of where the Gardens now are, just a couple of blocks away. Therefore I am familiar 
with the sandy soil he is working with, and I know that under that slope there is 
water, which once came to the surface back in the good old days when we used to have 
proper wet seasons. However, these days after all the dry we've had, I think some 
watering is necessary for the Wallum plants Don has in the Wallum section. He has 
obtained plants from Brent Vieritz, but I haven't been there for some time, and I 
can't report on present progress. From Don himself, I received the following info: 
There are 4 Banksia species, all of which are successful - B. robur, kept in good 
shape with removal of dead brushes and careful tip-pruning; B. oblongifolia, and 
the two which test your I.D. skills - B. aemula and B. serrata. Seeds of the last 
two species were obtained from Bribie Island, where, I am told, they can be found 
growing together. Persoonia virgata has been very successIu1, arl aLLr.acLive bush 
when in bloom. The local Melaleuca nodosa does well, with M. cheelii from the 
Bundaberg region highly successful. While Leptospermum semibaccatum is difficult to 
sustain, with its lifetime in cultivation uncertain, the Rothwell form of Leptospermum 
polygalifolium flowers and seeds each year. Several yellow pea flowered plants give 
varied results, with Aotus ericoides doing better than Aotus lanigera, Gompholobium 
virgatum, Pultenaea myrtoides and P. paleacaea, all of which have proved hard to 
sustain. These aren't all the Wallum plants Don is trialling at the Gardens, and 
future newsletters will follow the progress of these and plants in members' gardens. 
As for my own efforts at growing Wallum plants, well, at this time I don't know what 
is surviving at the Kobble Creek garden. Here at Moore, I have Baeckea irnbricata 
in a pot and flowering, Grevillea leiophylla flowered but up and died, 1 Nakea 
actites 3s minding its own business while the other produced some flowers, but is 
looking a bit sick. Pultenaea myrtoides are down from 5 to 1, and I doubt its future 
as it looks yellowish. Of the plants I brought home from Brent's, several flowered 
then died - Boronia safrolifera, Dillwynia retorta, Epacris pulchella, Thelionema 
caespitosa, but Stylidium graminifolium and Dianella rara are still with me, I'm 
sure that the dry atmosphere here doesn't agree with Wallum plants, plus we had some 
really powerfully hot days which killed a few other plants as well. 
And that's it for "Cultivation Notes" in this newsletter. It is good to report that 
there are members having a go with Wallum plants, and I hope to have some more notes 
in the next newsletter, from other members. 

NEW MEMBERS: A welcome goes to new members who include an earlier member who has 
Guinea aower returned to the Study Group, Janet Kirkley of Caboolture. From out 

my way, Ray & Wendy Benfer of Blackbutt, whom I met when I provided a 
wildflower display at the Bloomin' Beautiful Blackbutt Festival in early 
September 2009. I've known Betty Richardson of Dayboro since we were both 
members of the Pine Rivers SGAP, and living not all that far from each 
other south of Dayboro. Carol Heyworth of Moodlu is a member of the 
Caboolture Daytime SGAP, and wants to have her own newsletter rather than 
relying on the branch's copy. I hope you all enjoy belonging to this Study 
Group, and manage to learn something about our coastal wildflowers. 

:I! 
Hjbbzrfjil sfricla I was asked to provide a display at the SGAP Qld. Region Wildflower Spec- 



Christmas %elk 

tacular at the Mt. Coot-tha Botanic Gardens Auditorium in September, 
and as the theme related to notable botanical persons, and celebrated 
150 years of Qld. native plants, I offered to feature my Wallum "idol" 
and guru, the late Kathleen McArthur. I already had several posters 

ib 
covering her Sunshine Coast conservation work, her writings and art, 
so it was easy to set up (mentally, anyway), and Brent Vieritz lent 

df 7 t\ \>, ,. 

me 10 or 11 pots of flowering Sowerbaea juncea. With these all around 
me, I felt as if I was out in -a  field of Vanilla Lilies. I 

John Birbeck, who lives at Buderim and is with the Sunshine Coast Regional 
Council, came to the Flower Show with his wife & daughter. Many, many 
years ago, a young John was founding Chairman of the Redcliffe SGAP in 
1973, but I didn't meet him until he was working with Ipswich City ~ h & ~ ~ d i ~ ~ H o r a  
Council in the 1980's. He was very helpful last year when the 
Grevillea Study Group wished to access Rupari Hill near Beerwah, seeking Grevillea 
hodgei, and enabled me to obtain the key to unlock the gate on the access roadway 
up the hill - this was in late July. I am happy to say he re-joined SGAP while at 
the Flower Show, but he had joined our excursion to the Beerwah Scientific Area 1 
back in April 2009. He knows quite a few Wallum areas between Beerwah and Caloundra, 
and might be able to show us around some in the future. 

Since Newsletter 26 in July 2009, we've had the Sunshine Coast Wildflower Festival in 
August, with 2 walks in Beerwah to conform with new requirements from Parks & W'life. 
Our "escort" was Rowena Thomas from the Maleny office, who blended in with the crowd 
perfectly, and also enjoyed herself. However, she and I have since reviewed that day, 
and agreed that it wasn't the best arrangement, having the 2 walks at 9 & 1la.m. 
There was a 2009 Festival de-brief, and 2010 planning meeting a couple of weeks ago, 
from which I returned with a few concerns. Feedback has raised a few things, and it 
was suggested that a small committee be formed, and guidelines for walks be drawn up. 
We have to advise by February 22nd regarding this year's participation, so I hope we 
members who usually help with walks can be at the outing on Sunday 21st February, to 
discuss our part this year. 
Other outings have been the Bribie Island Wallum Day on October 18th, with 17 persons 
meeting at the Community Nursery, for discussion and the wildflower walk nearby. On 
November 15th we again visited the Vieritz garden & nursery at Beachmere, where this 
time we looked at plantings Brent has done "out the back" of the nursery. Whilst it 
seemed that the heat had beaten most of the plants, we were able to note signs of 
new growth on some. We began 2010 very bravely with an outing to Beerwah to look for 
any signs of Christmas Bells, on January 17th. Of course, it was a hot day, and we 
packed it in around 12.30p.m., and ...... no Bells. We were surprised to find the 
track around one small block off the main track to be quite dry, it was the first time 
in a couple of years that it wasn't muddy and inaccessible. 

Now for some facts and figures about this year's activities: 

Sunday 21st February: This is a bit of a mystery outing, with 2 possible destinat- 
ions, to the north of Caboolture. As we are still working on a few details, I can 
only ask you to meet at the intersection of Old Gympie Road, King Road, and Smiths 
Road at the usual 9 - 9.30a.m. See UBD Map 37 Ref. G 12. As the Caboolture Markets 
will'be on at the Showgrounds, you might be able to avoid the worst of the crowds by 
keeping to Beerburrum Road, see Maps 47 & 48, go past the Historical Village, then 
turn left onto Porter Road to reach Old Gympie Road, where you turn right. Make 
sure to find a comfort stop before meeting. 

Sunday 21st March: Beerburrum area - meet 9-9.30a.m. at Parrot Park, next to the 
school, for morning tea, etc. after which we'll "explore" local bushland. There 
are a couple of places we can look at in this area, then we'll return to Matthew 
Flinders Picnic Area for lunch and some chit-chat/discussion. of what was seen. 

Sunday 18th April: Deagon Wetlands, Bracken Ridge Roads- UBD Map 110 Ref. H 1. 
Meet in carpark (no facilities here) 9 - 9.30a.m. for this walk through Melaleuca 
forest & wetland. Afterwards, return to Pat Barry's home at 22 Barfoot St., Bracken 
Ridge for lunch and to discuss future activities (for June Bulletin). Have a look at 



Pat's well-tended, charming suburban garden to see what she is growing. 
I'll be needing some ideas for June, July, August & September. 

Sunday 16th May: Landsborough area - Kowald Road on south-western side of Ewen 
Maddock Dam. Meet 9 - 9.30a.m. at Parklpicnic area northern end of town - see 
Sunshine Coast UBD Map 96 Ref. K 17 for morning tea, etc. Then proceed to Kowald 
Road via Caloundra St., Tytherleigh Ave., Gympie St., and Tunnel Ridge Road. Return 
to Landsborough for lunch. This walk was included in the 2009 Sunshine Coast Wild- 
flower Festival programme, but will be new to most of us. 

Sunday 27th June: This date is later than usual for us in the month, but I have 
a commitment to a Greening Australia Wallum walk at Kathleen McArthur Conservation 
Park on the 20th. ~estination is DIAguilar, where we'll meet as usual, opposite the 
Hotel at 9 - 9.30a.m. We'll have a look at bushland in Raaen and Chambers Road, and 
see whether impending development will affect these areas. When we've looked at 
enough to satisfy our curiosity, we could return to Wamuran for lunch and a chat. 
There are toilets at the Hall, opposite an attractive park. In the shops near the 
BP Service Station, there is CJ's Bakery and a seafood place, if anyone wants a 
change from sandwiches. 

At the moment we are having a lot of rain in some places. Excursions aren't set in 
concrete, and plans can be changed if the chosen destination becomes inaccessible. 
We keep mainly to sealed surfaces, and don't take any risks. If you are uncertain 
about any outing, please call me the night before on 54247073, don't leave it to 
the Sunday morning, as I usually have to leave home around 7.3018.00a.m. 
It is also the season for mossies, so don't forget your insect repellent. Then there 
are those sunny days when you need sunscreen and a hat, perhaps even long sleeves. 
Drinking water is a necessity, and although most of the tracks in Wallum country are 
flat & sandy, closed, comfortable walking shoes are a sensible choice. As most of 
those lovely little Wallum beauties have pointy foliage, long pants will protect 
your legs from scratches. I think that's all I have to explain about excursion needs. 
A notebook is handy, small reference books, cameralbinocs . , depending on interests. 
As regards rain, from out here, I don't know what it is doing on the coast, and the 
rain itself seems to have no pattern, so if it is pouring where you are, don't feel 
obliged to go out. I have family members at Burpengary and between Caboolture & 
Elimbah, so can always visit them if no-one turns up for the outing. 

Plant names - the use of botanical or common, this has been raised now and then, and 
can get some strong discussions going. What you decide to use often depends on your 
"audience", but I still prefer to keep to the botanical name as much as possible. 
I became involved with SGAP and native plants in 1979 at Redcliffe, and soon after, as 
a member of Pine Rivers SGAP. At meetings of both groups, and on garden and bush 
outings, botanical names were always used, rarely common names. Hence I learned 
early on about Hovea acutifolia and Persoonia virgata, rather than Pointed-leaf Hovea 
and Twiggy Geebung. I didn't find it difficult to cope with, and to this day 30 
years later, I still prefer the botanical names. However, if I feel that my "audience' 
needs them, I will use both botanical and common names, and I try to explain why the 
botanical name is what it is. With Pine Rivers SGAP, I learned many of the rainforest 

species, by botanical name, and have difficulty knowing what the 

Guinea ma plant is if the common name is used. I fear that the computer gener- 
ation has resulted in a population that is in such a rush, it is 
becoming lazy about using their brains, and this carries through to 
plant names. My keenest "disciple" since the mid 1990's is a 
Sunshine Coast lady who followed me around the Marcoola wildflowers 
(before the houses), and steadfastly used only botanical names. 

She's no youngster, now in her mid 80's with amazing knowledge, 
and definitely NO common names for her. If she can handle the 
botanical names, what is wrong with these people who support 
the use of common names? Of course, one cause could be the 
continous changing of names which has been going on over recent 
years. Who could be blamed for using "Banana Bush" for the 

plant whose name has gone from "Ervatantia an~ustise~ala" to an 
even worse tongue-twister of "Tabernaernontana ~andacauui"? 





So I guess that a combination of botanical and common could become 
the norm. eventually. I still hope that the. former is the 
as common names can cause a lot of confusion. 
Well, enough of that, and on to some information about the photos 
on the opposite page. They are from 2 of the walks last August in 
conjunction with the 2009 Sunshine Coast Spring Wildflower Festival. 

1. Bribie Island - starting out on the Bribie Island Environment 
Protection Assoc. walk in a wildflower arecsdoomed to development. 
2. Sowerbaea juncea, Vanilla Lilies, always perform well for the 
August walk, especially in low-lying places with moisture in the soil. 

Pa fersonia sericea 
3. "Wallum wallowing" waist-deep among yellow pea-flowered Aotus 
lanigera, with Banksia aemula in the background. 

4. Beerwah Scientific Area 1 - Typical scene on a Wallum walk here, with white 
Pimelea linifolia, yellow Pultenaea myrtoides and purple Patersonia sericea. 

5. Close look at Patersonia sericea, Native or Flag Iris, and Pultenaea myrtoides, 
one of the Wallum's yellow pea flowers. 

6.  Another look at the Patersonia, Pultenaea and Pimelea along the Beerwah track 
in August. The Patersonia flowers were amazing in their profusion. 

7. Looking, listening, learning and enjoying Beerwahfs August wildflowers. Spring 
doesn't wait until the 1st of September, it appears in late July here. 

8. Who could ignore the purple Patersonia and the yellow Pultenaea? So many of 
them, but never boring. 

9. Close inspection & examination, probably Drosera spatulata or Utricularia 
dichotoma, at ground level with open forest in the background. 

10. Patersonia sericea, Native Iris, Silky Flag Iris, identified by the fine silky 
hairs on the almost black calyx - sericea meaning "silkyff. 

11. You couldn't miss the clumps of blue-green grass-like leaves with sometimes 
20 or so purple 3-petalled flowers, along parts of the track, - Patersonia sericea. 

12. And there were a few white-flowering Patersonias to be seen and marvelled at. 
The yellow pea flower is Gompholobium virgatum, another Wallum dazzler. 

13. One of the flowers of a Grevillea Study Group weekend f'crawl" in late July 2009, 
and still on show in late August, was the dainty Grevillea humilis subsp, lucens. 

14. This Eucalyptus, the endangered E. conglomerata or Swamp Stringybark, is found 
in three places within the Scientific Area at Beerwah, and was flowering in August. 

The Beerwah Scientific Area 1 boasts an amazing diversity of Wallum species, as well 
as a continually changing range of plant habitats from open Wallum areas to swamps, 
open Eucalypt and Melaleuca forests each with their own type of flowering understory 
plants. It was the first Scientific Area set aside by the former Forestry Dept. in 
the 1930fs, with pine plantation around it. In September 1999, locked gates were 
placed on the four entries, but I was able to negotiate with the then Dept. of Natural 
Resources for a Group Activity Permit allowing a certain number of cars and people 
to access, plus that vital item - a key to the gates. There have been a couple of 
"hiccupsff along the way, but currently I hold a permit covering 6 cars and 20 people. 
For a couple of years, the key had to be obtained from the Maleny Q.P.& W.S. office 
for each visit, but things have gone back to the original arrangement. As long as 
we abide by the rules and respect our permit to access, we can continue to enjoy 
the pleasures of this Area, and teach others about the "wonders of the ~allum". 



A Christmas note came from member Lyn Reilly of Runaway Bay, Gold Coast, with 
news of a four-month trip they had in 2009, leaving in mid-July. She called it 
their "long service leave from all of our retirement commitments", and they 
headed west, stopping first beside Cooper Creek at Innaminka. From there they 
followed the Strzelecki Track to Lake Eyre, then up the Oodnadatta Track to Alice 
Springs. They camped and walked their way around King's Canyon, Uluru (Ayers Rock) 
and Kata Tjuta (the Olgas) before heading along part of the Gunbarrel Highway to 
Laverton in W.A. A few quotes now: "The wildflowers began as we entered WA, until 
near the Indian Ocean coast we found the huge expanses of everlasting daisies so 
beloved by the tourist brochures." Lyn talks of turning "south through a wildflower 
paradise to Perth" and rediscovering the ground orchids which delighted them four 
years earlier. "By Denmark' we had had enough of this corner's (Cape Naturaliste 
and Cape Leeuwinj cold, wet and persistent gales and headed inland to Wave Rock 
and the wonderful "Granites & Woodlands Discovery Trail I' from here to Norseman. 
Camping among superb salmon and ribbon gums that we knew as individual species at 
Myall Park Botanic Garden, was one of the highlights". Peter & Lyn Reilly are two 
of the directors at Myall Park Botanic Garden, one of those "retirement commitments" 
they spoke of. It must have been quite a trip, and was done at the right time. 

On Saturday 29th August 2009, at the Caloundra Library, I attended, by invitation, 
the launch of a CD-rom of selected paintings, writings and photographs by Kathleen 
McArthur (1915-2000), compiled and with introductions by the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland, Sunshine Coast & Hinterland Inc. In celebrating Queensland's 
150 years of statehood by "reflecting on our past, imagining our future': they found 
the perfect subject in Kathleen - wildflower artist, author, environmental educator 
and conservation advocate. From 1959, the year of Qld's centenary and the launch 
of her first book on Qld's wildflowers, Kathleen worked to educate and encourage 
others to know and value the beauty and vulnerability of the natural environment. 
The launch was attended by many of the people I became friends with 15-20 years ago 
when we all came together at Coolum Beach to put together our wonderful Wildflower 
Shows. As well as meeting these friends, I was introduced to other environmentalists 
involved with Wallum and associated subjects. One such was the Acting Principal 
of the Golden Beach Primary School. Although he retired at the end of 2009, I am 
planning to contact him, re visiting the school to see a very special place in its 
grounds - The Kathleen McArthur Wallum Habitat, an area of untouched heathland. 
With Kathleen's advice and guidance, a native plant trail was developed by this 
particular teacher. On that day in August, he gave me a copy of the school's 25th 
Anniversary publication, and I do hope I can arrange to see this Wallum trail one 
day soon. It's just a matter of finding the time in a busy life. 

When I started typing this newsletter back last Monday the 8th, we were having 
overcast but pleasantly cooler weather, and some showers of rain. Ants were on 
the run, and the arthritis was causing me agony. Today, Friday the 12th is a 
glorious day with blue skies, a few puffs of white cloud and a gentle cooling 
breeze. It will get warmer during the afternoon, but I'm hoping to be able to get 
outside and attack the grass later on. With the rain and the heat, it has almost 
got beyond me, and it's not in the plans of handyman husband to be here over the 
weekend, as I'll be out in the bush myself to-morrow. 

So that's it for now, and I'll finish with a little quote from the late Kathleen: 

"WHEN THE MIND OPENS, THE FLOWERS BLOOM". Be seeing you, #&khkbW M4 
Christmas 9cCCs 


